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US Army secretary
may step down before
year’s end: Report

S Army Secretary Dan Driscoll is expected

to step down by year’s end, possibly soon-

er, amid months of tension with Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth, according to a report by
The Wall Street Journal.

His departure would leave the army without a Sen-
ate-confirmed leader. Hegseth removed Gen. Randy
George as army chief of staff in April without explana-
tion, and President Donald Trump has yet to name a
successor. Gen. Christopher LaNeve, the army vice chief
and former senior military aide to Hegseth, is serving in
the role on an acting basis. According to Anadolu.

Driscoll and his family moved out earlier this summer
from his government residence designated for the army
secretary at Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall, said the
report.

During his 18 months as secretary, Driscoll developed a
close partnership with George, and the two promoted
the adoption of new technology as central to future war-
fare. They also traveled to Ukraine with Gen. Chris Do-
nahue, the army’s former top general in Europe, where
Driscoll discussed peace negotiations with Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky.

Driscoll urged the army to emulate Ukraine’s use of com-
mercial technology on the battlefield. During his tenure,
private companies pledged more than $25 billion for
data centers, critical-mineral refineries and dining facil-
ities on army bases nationwide, according to the report.

After Hegseth fired George in April and replaced him
with LaNeve, the decision drew criticism from congres-
sional Republicans and praise for Driscoll.

“I, too, love Gen. George,” Driscoll told lawmakers at a
hearing, describing him as “an amazing, transformation
leader”

Driscoll, a former Army Ranger, also received praise from
Trump at a defense conference in the state of Pennsyl-
vania last month.
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Every child deserves safety, care, and the chance to dream. Through LIFE’s orphan
sponsorship program, your support provides essential needs like food, education, and
stability to children who need it most. With your help, we can give them not just support
for today, but hope for a brighter future.

9 | August 2026 - Volume : 14 - Issue :164 WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET



Arabs of America L9401 wije

Arab American Today egdll @S,!}ail @l

6pallao yil Gjgapa b LnAui 22 Jlbicl

Hitl clua & phaioll

S yel Oaeg 035229 3 G5 P
MJbA.\..J JLA—:—‘ 4.\.!‘ Gl J‘ 4‘5')>‘
‘ﬁws.” Slysdly q:\.e.‘-ul‘ u&.t.@.wa\
Goadl (o o paad Ty 3l O¥gl>e

L ‘3\?\01.: 1)554‘-@1 (.x,:ius
WL>J\ L@.’l J.m 4.u|5 Gelagysls gy
o Ueskos o (ool J3L> L9 (e
L@.qu S Olatsss! UJL)‘ u;.“ ulS)_».H
pedandly ‘a)l.u..;L! ol

rokls Lale 31 poadl oo ML Y 1S,
@4, 0 Syl ¢ il pudand gl
L,L:M\éu\w@ao‘.u‘\..ujgb
Qu)ujs.“ ua.»o (abu.o‘ u‘»\ ‘g 0)94 M&J}
2/ S 5318 o puslesl] 3 Sy
dev) sde e LY Yy J.w 2021

Bas3 S & daedasidly

adl e (099500 Bpady sy bl

LS55 G Slaehiill e sguill e
ST Las ol izl 3 018,531 0
e U1 0 e ds¥d dolal) dpc .l
025_3),34 i!ofus 4.!,3..\.1‘ Slaluw &° M‘
el e Bl LaydUI LYl 5lge pdgis
oladl Lodoadly

ke BN 8L 3 03 sy
B Y L s 31 5
‘apﬁl‘ ).Q.«.AY‘ J)L> 053028
MlS):uJ o.\.ab.t.o u‘db.u\ Ja.u.\g
u‘)—'&“ °—‘5—>3 Lol of Gann
& Tysiad) g ¥l Sye S5
) oo & Ll
&Y BT v
\4.....\‘5 YA)

WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET

Cotiiel] e o ) e o 2l 52
)0 925 Lgias Buass Qbﬁjw\}a.ﬁ

O Wil oo obls) J.a.m(ds L;uu.s.uj
AJoJ-.u.NJb) 5\ Q\S...«.d\5\

uLv.w.u.o 4.‘7!3.‘ G838 4.uJ.4 ud.e.w

‘3 44..»‘5 ul.@.>‘5,e5 ub.g.s 4.\54).4}!‘
(..s.]o.u_}.s‘ 2026 M‘MW
dldld (2alidly Gyl Sand) sl
M\ ole u.\b.ﬁ.u.u\ o)AUa.o @}( d.\.‘>

Al ol e s 13 LByadl ¢dgfoue S5 Ry dl quJ.u:.“ @J}a Oaatadl

Mt.u‘ 5 ,mam o Jeliill Cind e e JUiel fe yiualy Ll el
ol J-.s-d Q‘

o.u.a.uu\S).'»;.“ M.as.ocjb OJLAJiQAJAL‘g CJY (’:6?133

39 8,61 d| G5 Ll 5y Dllad G edaghdlayes (o
@)b‘sdﬂ c((M‘M@J‘O)«M))W
YRR “.zum Lo Ol a5 LIV bl
Cosind it i po Olgals0 £33 Ju3
By aul U_:J‘ NUER] -9
u‘.u_».u ST e

22 JUiiel 0y 0 o ciilely
18 (o ‘;A)Lo.c‘ C5‘J‘" lasus
(i == (s@—u [APS 64,
Soloadly Dby Y Lgi

L)

164 :3sall - yiic deil diwll - 02026 guawel | 10



Arabs of America 1S40l wipe

Arab American Today egdll @S__mil @l

Arrests made as an-
ti-Muslim protest
targets Michigan’s
Dearborn

ultiple people have been arrested after
an anti-Muslim demonstration targeting
the Muslim-majority US city of Dearborn,

Michigan, drew hundreds of counter-protesters and
prompted heightened security.

Anti-Islam protestor Jake Lang and his supporters gath-
ered outside Henry Ford Centennial Library on for an
event he promoted as a “Christian Crusader” gather-
ing, where confrontations broke out with counter-pro-
testers.

Dearborn police confirmed multiple arrests but said a
final count would be released later.

Authorities had deployed additional law enforcement
resources ahead of the demonstration.

Mayor Abdullah Hammoud highlighted the impact of
the demonstration on the city’s Muslim community,
recounting an encounter with a boy aged about six or
seven who asked whether the protestors were coming
to kill him.

“Our children are listening,” Hammoud said.

“They hear our conversations, they see the headlines,
and they notice when their parents are worried.”

Following days of mounting tension, Michigan Attorney
General Dana Nessel confirmed that her department
was coordinating directly with Mayor Hammoud, city
leadership, and the Dearborn Police Department, of-
fering full state resources and joint monitoring to main-
tain public safety.

The incident marks the latest in a series of deliberate
anti-Muslim provocations by Lang in Dearborn and
disturbances during the annual Arbaeen procession
earlier this month.

Lang, a January 6 rioter who was later pardoned, has
repeatedly staged anti-Islam demonstrations in Dear-
born.

SOURCE:TRT World
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255 Muslims in elected offices in
the US by 2026

US sees ‘record
breaking’ numbers
of Muslims in US
public office despite
rising Islamophobia

he number of Muslims in public office in the US has
T reached “record breaking” levels, the Council on Amer-

ican-Islamic Relations (CAIR) said on as it launched its
2026 Directory of Elected Muslim Officials.

The group, which is the US's largest Muslim civil rights group, said it had
identified 255 Muslim elected officials across 26 states, at almost every
level of government.

CAIR hailed the “record breaking” figures as a demonstration that Amer-
ican Muslims would not be intimidated away from taking public office,
despite the current climate of Islamophobia.

“Anti-Muslim extremists are attempting to tell American Muslims that we
do not belong in the halls of power, these 228 public servants are proving
otherwise every single day,” CAIR National Executive Director Nihad Awad
said in a statement to The New Arab.

“Muslim Americans are not standing on the sidelines. We are serving our
neighbors, strengthening our communities, and helping shape the future
of our nation. We will not allow hate, intimidation, or political attacks to
silence our voices or diminish our rightful place in American civic life.”
the rights group slammed US President Donald Trump over statements
which it said put a “target” on the backs of Muslim elected officials. The
president had claimed that “jihadists” were being elected to public office
in the US -- a statement which came in the aftermath of Abdul El-Sayed’s
Democratic primary victory in Michigan.

According to the directory, the largest number of Muslim public officials
are in local government, with 98 council members accounting for 38.4%
of all Muslim elected officials.

A further 56 Muslim officials are serving as state representatives or sen-
ators, making up 18% of the public officials in the directory.

Other officials include 18 Muslim judges and 11 Muslim mayors. Women
were also identified as representing more than 4 in 10 Muslim elected
officials in the US.

“This directory represents the growing political power and civic engage-
ment of Muslim communities across America. Every Muslim serving on
a school board, city council, state legislature, or in another public office
opens the door wider for the next generation of Muslim leaders. But
our work is far from finished,” said CAIR Action Executive Director Basim
Elkarra.

“With 24 states still without Muslim representation identified in this
directory, we must continue building political power from the ground
up — registering voters, organizing our communities, holding elected
officials accountable and encouraging more American Muslims to run for
office. Our community deserves a voice at every table where decisions
about our future are made.”

On another American Muslim made history by becoming the projected
winner of a California special election for US Congress. California State
Senator Aisha Wahab becomes the latest progressive Democrat to see
off a challenge from a challenger backed by the American Israel Public
Affairs Committee (AIPAC).

Wahab’s opponent, Melissa Hernandez, received $5 million from the
pro-Israel PAC in the final weeks of the race.
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DONATE HERE

LIFE'S EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM HAS BEEN ON THE
GROUND INSIDE OF GAZA DISTRIBUTING MEDICAL SUPPLIES,
FOOD, AND WARMTH BUT YOUR HELP IS STILL NEEDED

! ]

SA.ORG
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Trump alleges election
rigging as Abdul El-Sayed
wins Michigan Demo-
cratic Senate primary

S President Donald Trump
U on sought to cast doubt
on the integrity of Michi-
gan’s elections as Abdul El-Sayed
secured the Democratic nomina-

tion for the US Senate.

Trump, in a post on his Truth Social
platform, singled out Wayne Coun-
ty, which includes Detroit, as he ac-
cused the area of being among the
“most corrupt voting areas in the
United States, if not the World.” Ac-
cording to Anadolu Agency.

“Miracles happen in Wayne County,
including more votes being cast than
there are voters, by a lot,” Trump
said, without providing evidence
for the allegation.

His post came shortly before the As-
sociated Press called the race for EI-
Sayed, who had maintained a nar-
row lead over Rep. Haley Stevens for
several hours. El-Sayed had 48.5%

of the vote, compared with
47.5% for Stevens.

Trump also warned of
what he described as
“fake mail-in ballots”
potentially appearing
“at the last moment,”
and called for voters to
support Republican
Mike Rogers in
November.

)

“Get
ready for
another
Rigged
Election,”
Trump
claimed,
urging
voters to
support

)

Rogers.

Rogers, who ran unopposed in the
Republican primary, has Trump’s
endorsement and will face El-Sayed
in the Nov. 3 midterms.

In another post, Trump called El-
Sayed a “Communist loser” and
accused him of hating “Jews and
Israel,” while celebrating his pro-
jected victory as “great news for the
Republican Party.”

Later, speaking in the state of Neva-
da, Trump claimed that El-Sayed is
“a man of hate.”

“He doesn’t love Israel, he doesn’t
love Jewish people, he hates them.
He hates them with a passion that
burns in his heart and there’s not a
freaking thing he can do about it,”
he said.

Trump also said the polls were
“wrong again” last night.

The president reiterated that
communism is “the greatest
threat” to our country in its

history.”

“When | watch Abdul, he’s
full of sh-t ... a little while
ago, | made a very strong

statement. | said that
America will nev-
er be a socialist
country, and |
was right,” he
said.
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Anti-Muslim hate targeting Mich-
igan Senate nominee El-Sayed
surged after primary win: Study

nti-Muslim hate speech targeting Mich-
igan Senate candidate Abdul El-Sayed
surged twentyfold following his Aug. 4

win in the Democratic primary, according to a
new study.

Findings of the Washington, DC-based Center for the
Study of Organized Hate, as shared with Anadolu,
found that posts naming El-Sayed along with an-
ti-Muslim bigotry averaged 155 a day between June
1and Aug. 3, then rose to 3,099 a day on Aug. 4-10,
soaring 1,895%. According to Anadolu.

Those seven days accounted for 56.7% of all 38,280
Islamophobic posts targeting El-Sayed tracked since
Jan. 1, with volume peaking on Aug. 5 at

6,923 posts in a single day.

Separately, the center tracked
409,640 posts promoting
anti-Muslim bigotry on
US social media com-
pany X in the country
between June 1 and
Aug. 10, with the
platform’s highest
single-day total of
the summer also
seen on Aug. 5 with
11,883 posts.

The largest theme in
the surge, the center
said, involved posts de-
scribing El-Sayed as “an Is-

lamic jihadist” and falsely link-
ing him to Hamas, Hezbollah, and
the Muslim Brotherhood. Other posts

claimed he intended to impose “Islamic law,”
recast campaign donations from Muslim groups as
“terrorist financing,” or combined anti-Muslim con-
spiracy theories of a so-called “Islamist and commu-
nist” taking over the Democratic Party.

Some posts invoked the 2001 terrorist attacks to
frame El-Sayed as foreign and hostile to the US,
while others called for “remigration,” meaning the
mass removal of Muslims from Western countries.

The center said the pattern closely mirrored rhetoric
it documented during Zohran Mamdani'’s successful
run in last year’s New York City mayoral election,
pointing to a “stable repertoire” of tropes activated
when a Muslim candidate becomes competitive or
wins office.

Self-described ‘capitalist who understands how cap-
italism works’

El-Sayed, a progressive former public health official,
narrowly defeated Rep. Haley Stevens in last week'’s
primary in a blow to the American Israel Public Af-
fairs Committee (AIPAC), which spent more than $30
million backing Stevens.

He will face Republican Mike Rogers in November for
the seat being vacated by retiring Sen. Gary Peters,
in a contest seen as pivotal to Democrats’ hopes of
retaking the Senate.

His campaign has centered on affordability, Medi-

care for All, and getting money out of politics. El-

Sayed has also called for ending unconditional US
military aid to Israel and other countries.

“I want to get money out of poli-
tics, put money in your pocket,
and pass Medicare for all,”
he recently told CNN, dis-
missing President Don-
ald Trump’s attacks on
him as a distraction
from the country’s
economic problems.
Trump has called EI-
Sayed “full of sh-t,” a
“Radical Left Social-
ist” and a “Commu-
nist,” saying that he
“hates Jews and Israel.”

Attacking corporate mo-
nopolies, El-Sayed said in a
debate last month: “I'm not a
socialist. I'm just a capitalist who
understands how capitalism works.”
Vice President JD Vance also sarcastically re-
ferred to El-Sayed as “President Abdul El-Sayed”
during a White House roundtable.
Asked during an interview with Democracy Now!, a
US-based independent news program, what it would
mean to become the first Muslim senator in US his-
tory, El-Sayed said: “I don’t think that much about
being the first of anything. | just want to be a really
great senator for my state.”
“But | do think about what it would mean about
what our country is. You got people like Donald
Trump and JD Vance and Mike Rogers, who want to
define America as being smaller than she really is. |
know America is big. It's open-hearted. It is thought-
ful,” he added.
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rogressive physician and for-
P mer public health official Abdul

El-Sayed has won Michigan’s
Democratic primary for the US Senate,
defeating Rep. Haley Stevens in one of
the most closely watched contests of the
2026 midterm election cycle.

The victory sends el-Sayed into a Novem-
ber showdown against Republican Mike
Rogers for the seat being vacated by retir-
ing Democratic Sen. Gary Peters and raises
the prospect that he could become the first
Muslim elected to the US Senate. Accord-
ing to Anadolu.

The race emerged as one of the clearest
tests of the Democratic Party’s future di-
rection, highlighting divisions between its
progressives and moderates over health
care, economic priorities, campaign fi-
nance and US support for Israel.
Michigan, a key presidential battleground
and home to one of the nation’s largest
Arab American communities, was widely
viewed as a bellwether for Democratic
voters’ priorities ahead of the midterm
elections.

The campaign also attracted national at-
tention because of unprecedented out-
side spending. The American Israel Public
Affairs Committee (AIPAC) and affiliated
groups reportedly spent roughly $30 mil-
lion supporting Stevens, while total outside
spending exceeded $60 million, making it
one of the costliest Senate primaries in US
history.

El-Sayed, a physician, epidemiologist and
former Wayne County health director,
campaigned on expanding access to health
care, lowering housing costs, reducing the
influence of wealthy donors in politics and
investing more in domestic priorities.

On foreign policy, he has been one of the
Democratic Party’s most outspoken critics
of US support for Israel’s war in Gaza, de-
scribing Israel’s military campaign as geno-
cide and calling for an end to unconditional
US military aid and arms sales to Israel. He

has argued that taxpayer money should in-
stead be directed toward healthcare and
other domestic needs.

An Egyptian American born in Michigan
to immigrant parents, El-Sayed received
endorsements from leading progressives
including Sen. Bernie Sanders, Rep. Alex-
andria Ocasio-Cortez and Michigan Rep.
Rashida Tlaib. If he defeats Rogers in No-
vember, he will become the first Muslim
elected to the US Senate.

The result adds to a growing list of victories
for progressive and pro-Palestinian

advocating greater accountability for civil-
ian casualties in Gaza.
Her support for El-Sayed reflected broad-
er cooperation among progressive leaders
in Michigan, where Arab American and
younger Democratic voters have become
an increasingly influential constituency.
Both politicians have argued that Demo-
cratic candidates should prioritize work-
ing-class economic concerns while adopt-
ing a more critical approach toward US
military support for Israel.

William Lawrence

Democrats in recent primary WNENTY OFT O o Michigan Democrat William
- RN 16 IO AOCELT
elections, although the MEDIAN 1 ML

movement has also
experienced sev-
eral high-profile
defeats.

Rashida Tlaib ll
Tlaib, the

first Pal- AI[
estinian
American
woman
elected to 'T“,;':‘:'
Congress, ‘'mi
remains one

of the Dem-
ocratic Party’s
strongest advo-
cates for Palestinian
rights.

She has repeatedly called
for a ceasefire in Gaza, sup-

ported conditioning or ending US military
assistance to Israel and backed legislation
promoting Palestinian human rights. Tlaib
endorsed El-Sayed during the Senate pri-
mary, reinforcing the alliance between
Michigan’s progressive leaders.

Tlaib secured renomination in Michigan’s
12th Congressional District on , extending
her position as one of the most influen-
tial members of the party’s progressive
bloc. Since entering Congress in 2019, she
has become a leading voice challenging
long-standing US policy toward Israel and

'8

E&l Lawrence secured his
*  primary victory af-
ter campaigning
on progressive
priorities that
included af-
fordable
health care,
economic
fairness and
stronger
ws protections
W for working
families.
Lawrence has
voiced support
for Palestinian
¥ P human rights and
prr has criticized contin-
ued US military backing
for Israel’s campaign in Gaza,
aligning himself with the party’s growing
progressive bloc.
His campaign also focused heavily on la-
bor issues, expanding access to affordable
housing and strengthening public educa-
tion, themes that have become central to
progressive campaigns across Michigan.
Lawrence argued that Democratic candi-
dates should place greater emphasis on
addressing the rising cost of living while
limiting the influence of corporate money
in politics.
Donavan McKinney
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Abdul El-Sayed to vie for
midterm Senate seat amid
wave of pro-Palestinian wins
at primaries

%\ Democr
\ |

Rep. Donavan McKinney, another Michigan
progressive, has championed expanded
health care access, labor rights, environ-
mental justice and investment in under-
served communities.

He has also supported Palestinian rights
and joined other progressive Democrats
in urging changes to US policy toward Is-
rael, arguing that American foreign policy
should place greater emphasis on human
rights.

McKinney won his Democratic prima-
ry after campaigning on strengthening
unions, expanding affordable housing and
increasing investment in public schools and
community services. His platform empha-
sized addressing longstanding economic
inequalities affecting working-class com-
munities across Michigan.

Mixed results for progressive movement
Despite notable gains, the progressive and
pro-Palestinian wing of the Democratic
Party also suffered some setbacks in sev-
eral high-profile contests.

In Missouri’s Democratic primary for the
1st Congressional District, incumbent
“Squad” member Cori Bush, a vocal crit-
ic of Israel, lost her comeback bid to Rep.
Wesley Bell following heavy spending by
pro-Israel political action committees.
Meanwhile, in Michigan’s open 11th Con-
gressional District, pro-Palestinian attorney
Aisha Farooqi, who campaigned on ending
US military aid to Israel alongside support
for Medicare for All and universal child-
care, lost the Democratic primary to state
Sen. Jeremy Moss.

Still, EI-Sayed’s victory follows a series of
recent Democratic primary successes by
progressive candidates who have support-
ed Palestinian rights and called for changes
in US policy toward Israel.

Among them are Adam Hamawy, Claire
Valdez, Brad Lander and Darializa Avila
Chevalier, whose victories have reflected
the growing influence of progressive orga-
nizing in Democratic politics.
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Iran says Trump'’s latest threatened eco-
nomic sanctions are ‘bound to fail’

“bound to fail,” said the
country’s foreign minister

he latest threatened bound to fail.

US economic sanc-

tions against Iran are He also posted an image of

former US President Barack
Obama containing a 2012

on, citing the outcome of

several previous efforts
targeting Tehran.

“14 years ago: ‘Most crippling
sanctions in history. Failed. 8
years ago: ‘Maximum pressure.’
Failed,” Abbas Araghchi wrote
on US social media company X.
According to Anadolu.

He added that a call five
months ago for Iran’s “uncon-
ditional surrender” had also
failed.

Araghchi said the “most
crushing economic operation
ever” newly announced by US
President Donald Trump is also

statement by then-Vice Presi-
dent Joe Biden describing the
measures against Iran as “the
most crippling sanctions in the
history of sanctions.”

On Trump announced his inten-
tion to launch what he called
“the most crushing economic
operation ever taken against
any country,” describing his
maximum-pressure campaign
against Iran as “Economic
Warfare and Isolation on an
unprecedented scale.”

He vowed to sever the financial
channels supporting Tehran,
warning that countries that
provide Iran with an economic
“lifeline” — through their finan-
cial institutions, businesses,
airports, or government entities
— would face severe economic
consequences.

Calling the campaign an “Eco-
nomic D-Day,” Trump called

on Washington’s allies to join
his latest attempt to financially
cripple Tehran.
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UN: 94% of Palestinians in Gaza need
shelter and basic household supplies

N Secretary-General’s spokes-
U person Stéphane Dujarric said
that 94% of Palestinians in the
Gaza Strip are in need of shelter and
basic household supplies amid the con-

tinued Israeli occupation and blockade
of the territory.

Dujarric made the remarks during
a press briefing in New York
on marking World Human-
itarian Day, observed on
August 19, in which he
provided an update on
developments in the
Middle East.

Citing reports from
the UN Office for the
Coordination of Human-
itarian Affairs (OCHA),
Dujarric said reports con-
tinue to emerge of Palestinian
civilians in Gaza being killed, injured
or otherwise harmed by Israeli airstrikes,
artillery shelling and gunfire.

He said four out of every five families

are facing critical or catastrophic levels
of hunger in shelters that are already
suffering from shortages of fuel, energy
and basic household supplies.

These restrictions, he added, are severe-
ly affecting people’s ability to sleep, pre-
pare food, bathe, store food and water,
secure adequate lighting, and cope
with high temperatures.

Dujarric also said the
bodies of 50 Palestin-
ians believed to have
been killed in Israeli
attacks in Gaza over a
prolonged period had
been recovered from
beneath the rubble
and buried.
He noted that efforts to
clear rubble and recover vic-
tims’ remains remain extremely
difficult, with operations hampered by
restrictions on the entry of heavy ma-
chinery, spare parts and other essential
materials, as well as restrictions on ac-
cess to large areas of the Gaza Strip.
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UN envoy: Yemen
on verge of return to
large-scale conflict

N officials on told the Security Council that Ye-
U men faces its highest risk of returning to all-out

war since a 2022 truce, as front-line military ac-
tivity intensifies and the humanitarian crisis deepens.

“Yemen today faces a more serious risk of return to large-
scale conflict than at any point since the 2022 UN-mediated
truce,” said special envoy Hans Grundberg. He noted a sig-
nificant escalation in attacks by Houthi rebels, warning that
“four years of calm can be lost in a few weeks of escalation.”
Grundberg emphasized that the rebel group’s renewed at-
tacks on commercial vessels risk entangling Yemen further
in regional confrontations. According to Anadolu.

Humanitarian chief Tom Fletcher reported a devastating
trajectory for the nation, with health services crumbling
and hunger rising. “Six million people, the highest number
globally, face emergency levels of deprivation, bordering on
famine,” said Fletcher. He highlighted that nearly 11 million
women and girls require urgent support, noting that three
women die every day from preventable, pregnancy-related
complications.

The crisis is exacerbated by environmental shocks. Fletcher
noted that El Nino conditions are forecast to cause a 40%
reduction in rainfall, which will “devastate crops” and rural
livelihoods. He warned that with the humanitarian appeal
only 20% funded, the international community is forcing
Yemenis to endure “unacceptable” conditions.

Economic warfare, detention

Grundberg said that Yemen'’s economy has become a “front
line,” with trade, revenues and essential services being in-
creasingly politicized. He urged the resumption of oil ex-
ports and commercial flights from the Sanaa Airport to
alleviate pressure on civilians.

Both officials condemned the arbitrary detention of 73 UN
and NGO staff members by Houthi authorities, with Fletcher
calling their release an “appeal to our shared humanity.”

Yemen has witnessed a relative lull since April 2022 in a war
that began nearly 12 years ago between government forces
and the Houthis, who have controlled the capital, Sanaa,
and other cities and provinces since September 2014.
Fighting has resumed in several provinces in recent weeks,
however, including Marib, Al-Jawf, Al-Dhalea and Taiz, as
the country continues to face one of the world’s worst hu-
manitarian and economic crises.

A Saudi-led coalition backing Yemen'’s internationally recog-
nized government supports government forces, while Iran
is accused of backing the Houthis. The Houthis announced
a maritime blockade on Saudi Arabia in July.
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Sudan’s Burhan vows war
will continue until rebel-
lion ends nationwide

he chairman of Sudan’s Sovereign Council said that
T he does not rule out sanctions being imposed on his

country “in the coming days.”
“Our battle has not ended and will not end until the rebellion
(by the Rapid Support Forces) is eliminated throughout Sudan,”
Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, who also heads the army, said following
the Old Mosque in the city of Al-Managqil in the Gezirah state,
according to an Anadolu correspondent.

“The battle waged by Sudan’s enemies continues, as they want to
subjugate the country and bring it to its knees, but this country
will not kneel,” he added.

“We do not rule out that sanctions may be imposed on Sudan
and on us in the coming days,” al-Burhan said, without specifying
who could introduce such measures.

His remarks came amid defections from the paramilitary RSF to
the Sudanese army.

On authorities in the capital Khartoum announced the defection
of a new RSF group including four military commanders and 318
personnel, along with 50 combat vehicles.

In July, US sanctions against Sudan took effect over allegations
that the Sudanese military had used chemical weapons during
the ongoing conflict.

The measures restrict most financial and technical assistance to
Sudan from international financial institutions, except for hu-
manitarian and food aid, and impose broad limits on exports of
US goods and technology.

Khartoum rejected the allegations as “baseless” and political-
ly motivated, saying Washington had failed to provide credible
evidence or follow the verification mechanisms of the Chemical
Weapons Convention.

Since April 2023, the RSF has been fighting the Sudanese army
over a dispute related to integrating the paramilitary force into
the military, triggering famine and fueling one of the world’s
worst humanitarian crises.

The war has killed thousands of people and displaced around 13
million while worsening humanitarian conditions and spreading
hunger across large parts of Sudan.
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Bodies of Belgian hik-
ers missing in Alps
since 1992 found af-
ter Swiss glacier melts

The bodies of two Belgian mountaineers who went missing
in the Swiss Alps more than three decades ago have been
found in a melting glacier.

Police in the Valais region of Switzerland said a hiker dis-
covered the remains on 26 July and added that they were
exposed by the melting Trift Glacier.

Officers said the remains were then taken to a hospital,
where a DNA comparison established they were two moun-
taineers who had gone missing in the Weissmies mountain
area in 1992.

The men, both Belgian, were 39 and 41 years old at the time
of their disappearance. Neither has been publicly identified
by authorities.

According to Belgian news outlet VRT, the head of Brussels’
missing persons unit, Gerry Van Loock, said: “The bodies
were found because the glacier’s ice has retreated, exposing
part of the area.

“This made the area more accessible, and the remains were
uncovered.”

He added that he hopes the families of those missing can
get confirmation so “the grieving process can begin and
they can move on with their lives, however difficult that
loss may be, of course”.

Three years ago, DNA tests confirmed a body found on a
Swiss glacier near the Matterhorn was that of a German
mountaineer who disappeared in 1986.

Elsewhere, human remains were recovered in Tyrol and
Pakistan last year after several decades, as glaciers shrank.
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World’s oldest person celebrates
117th birthday in UK

E thel Caterham, the world’s oldest living

person, celebrated her 117th birthday
on in southwest England, according to
media reports.,

Caterham, who lives at a care home in Surrey,
southeast England, became the oldest living
person in April 2025 after the death of Brazilian
Inah Canabarro Lucas at the age of 116, the BBC
reported.

Living through two world
wars, Caterham, who
is the second youngest
of eight children, is one
of the oldest people to
survive Covid-19 after
contracting it in 2020 at h!"\‘\ \

the age of 110, accord- / 1¢ in
ing to Guinness World

Records.

Her two daughters died before her, while her
husband, Norman, a lieutenant colonel in the
British Army, died in 1976.

Last year, Caterham was visited by King Charles
following her 116th birthday.
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Why IS Charlty So

tant in Islam?

harity in Islam is not merely an act of
c kindness but a fundamental aspect of

faith, deeply rooted in the Quran and
the Prophet Muhammad'’s (PBUH) teachings.
Giving charity is a way for Muslims to purify
their wealth, aid those in need, and strength-
en community bonds.

Why is Charity so important?

Here are reasons why charity is a noble act in
Islam:

1. A Pillar of Faith

Charity is one of the Five Pillars of Islam, specif-
ically through Zakat, which is obligatory for all
eligible Muslims. Zakat represents the impor-
tance of redistributing wealth to ensure that
the less fortunate are cared for, reinforcing
the value of social responsibility. By
fulfilling this duty, Muslims purify

their wealth and demonstrate
their faith in action.

2. Spiritual Purification

In Islam, giving charity
purifies both the wealth
of the giver and their
soul. It is believed that
by giving to those in
need, Muslims cleanse
themselves of greed and
attachment to material
possessions. This purifica-
tion helps them achieve spir-
itual growth and closeness to
Allah (God). The Quran highlights
this spiritual benefit in many verses,
including one that says, “

You will never attain righteousness until you give
from that which you love.” (Quran 3:92).

3. Social Justice and Equality

Charity is a tool for promoting social justice and
reducing inequality within society. Islam empha-
sizes the need to support the vulnerable, such as
people with low incomes, widows, orphans, and
those in debt.

By contributing through Zakat or Sadaqgah (vol-
untary charity), Muslims help create a more
balanced society where wealth is shared and
the suffering of the less fortunate is alleviated.
This creates a stronger sense of community and
solidarity.

4. Reward in This Life and the Hereafter

mpor-

Islam promises numerous rewards for those who
give charity. These rewards include increased
blessings and prosperity in this life, spiritual pro-
tection, and a higher rank in the afterlife. The
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said,
“Charity does not decrease wealth. No one for-
gives another except that Allah increases his hon-
or, and no one humbles himself for the sake of
Allah except that Allah raises his status.” (Sahih
Muslim).
Charity is viewed as an investment that benefits
the giver both in this world and the afterlife.
5. Encouraging Generosity and Empathy
Charity nurtures the values of empathy, generosi-
ty, and kindness. Muslims are encouraged to give
to fulfill a religious duty and develop a deeper
sense of compassion for others.
Through charitable acts, believers
are reminded of their duty to
care for their fellow hu-
man beings, regardless
of race, religion, or sta-
tus. Giving strengthens
community bonds
and fosters a sense of
shared responsibility.
6. Building a Com-
passionate Society
Islam teaches that a
compassionate and
just society is built on
the collective effort of its
members. By giving to those
in need, Muslims help uplift
their communities, support hu-
manitarian causes, and contribute to global
well-being.
The life of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) is filled
with examples of his generosity, where he would
constantly encourage others to give and person-
ally distribute wealth to the less fortunate. His
teachings stress the idea that by helping others,
society as a whole prospers.
7. A Form of Gratitude
Charity in Islam is seen as a form of gratitude
to Allah for the blessings one has received. It
acknowledges that wealth is a trust from Allah,
and sharing it is a way of showing thankfulness.
The Quran advises Muslims to be mindful of their
blessings and to give generously from what they
have been granted.
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Holy Quran Museum in Makkah Showcases
18th-Century Quranic Manuscript

he Holy Quran Museum in the Hira Cultur-
al District in Makkah houses a Holy Quran

manuscript dating to the 18th century.

The manuscript reflects the meticulous care devoted
to the writing and decoration of the Holy Quran,
showcasing the beauty and precision of Islamic cal-
ligraphy and ornamentation of the period.

Written in black ink, the manuscript combines char-
acteristics of several Islamic calligraphic schools,
demonstrating the scribe’s skill in applying their
distinctive features, SPA reported.

Its precise diacritical marks and vowel notation re-
flect the attention given to accuracy in handwritten
Qurans, while floral motifs and intricate ornamenta-

The manuscript offers visitors a glimpse into the
history of handwritten Qurans, the evolution of
Arabic calligraphy, and the decorative and gilding
techniques used in the production of Quranic man-
uscripts across different historical periods.

tion adorn its opening pages, highlighting the artistic
traditions of Quranic manuscripts.
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In Minneapolis

-

By Tarik Dobbs

| wake to neighbors

and their whistles

my boyfriend running
across the lawn

and everything still frozen

| blink at the news

I nod with the talking heads
| get another poem in my
inbox

from someone out of town
for Alex or Renee

people we mean

well my hands are freezing

| chat with a nurse

at the bus stop

we’re all going on strike

to stress test

the second civil war

| refresh the browser

what will men who moder-
ate

the online encyclopedia
call it next year

in ten years

I’'m looking for a goose
down comforter

with high fill power plus

a purse fit for a man

of my stature

on television
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the judge deliberates
how many orders

have been violated

my brother asks

do I need to visit

| use all the hot water
my electric kettle fails
which remedy is
recommended by

the Times editorial board
my therapist sends
another check-in email
I walk out to

the front porch

the torn skin on my thumb
hasn’t healed

all winter

| press record

a chickadee is chirping
in the soffit

nowhere visible

the time is not now
but later

Source: Poetry
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Stolen Picasso Print Recovered Eight Years Later in Vacant Apartment

2018 has miraculously resurfaced in a decrepit

apartment in the same city, according to recent
reports. The print, Torero (1949), was discovered during a
landlord’s walkthrough of an apartment recently vacated
via an eviction. According to Artforum.

A Picasso print stolen from a Milwaukee gallery in

Hoping to offset lost rent by flipping the property of the
evicted tenant, landlord Tim Dertz hired antiquities deal-
er Chad Strack to comb the apartment for valuables. After
Strack identified a framed work in the apartment’s bedroom
as the stolen Picasso print, Dertz alerted the police to his
discovery.

The print (an aquatint on rice paper) was certainly hard for
Strack to miss: Torero depicts a the intense the simple vis-
age of a bullfighter in characteristically post-impressionistic
black and white swirls. Torero was produced in an edition
of thirty, and is features Picasso’s signature in green crayon.

Art appraiser Bill DeLind was one of two “witnesses” to the
initial 2018 heist. During a regular workday at their firm,
Delind and business partner Michael Goforth noticed that
the print—then valued at $35,000 to $50,000 and displayed
on consignment—had vanished sometime between 11:30
a.m. and 2 p.m. “It just walked off the wall,” DeLind told the
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel at the time.

An investigation into the theft failed to produce any sub-
jects. DeLind came to accept that he would never see the
print again.

“This is a baby,” DeLind told the Washington Post on the
occasion of the print’s rediscovery. “This was a very per-
sonal affront when it was taken, and now it’s very personal
coming back.”

A spokesperson for the Milwaukee Police Department told
the Post that investigators are determining the rightful
owner of the print, which is currently in the possession of
insurers.
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Switzerland enters Palestine doc ‘Who Is Still Alive’ as 2027
international feature Oscar submission

witzerland has select-
S ed Venice award-win-

ner Who Is Still Alive
as its submission for inter-
national feature at the 2027
Oscars.

Directed by Nicolas Wadi-
moff, the Arabic-language
documentary follows a
group of nine Gaza residents

“It is also an opportunity to
loudly and clearly champion
the values that have made
Switzerland what it should
continue to be: a country of
humanism and humanity, of
dialogue and of respect for
others. We will do our best
to live up to this selection.”

The feature marks the 53rd
submission for Switzerland

who map out their neighbor-
hood in chalk to share sto-
ries of their lives before and
after the Israel-Gaza war.

Who Is Still Alive had its
world premiere in the Gior-
nate degli Autori section of

the Venice Film Festival last
year, where it won the Cine-
ma & Arts award.

Wadimoff, Philippe Coeytaux
and Ketsia Stocker of Gene-
va-based Akka Films pro-
duced the film. First Hand
Films is releasing Who Is Still

Alive in Switzerland with US
distribution handled by Wa-
termelon Pictures.

“Representing Switzerland
at the Oscars with our film
is a great honour that fills us
with joy,” Wadimoff said.

since its category debut in
1961. The country has re-
ceived five nominations,
four shortlists and has won
the award twice for Richard
Dembo’s Dangerous Moves
in 1984 and Xavier Koller’s
Journey Of Hope in 1990.

ANHOMS STILL

ALIVE
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‘The Administration of Palestine’:
How a century of external man-
agement replaced Palestinian sov-
ereignty

he Administration of Palestine: Authority Unresolved by Tawfiq
T J. Al-Ghussein, The Britain Palestine Project, 2026, pp 151

In his piercing debut, Palestinian writer and researcher Tawfiq
J. Al-Ghussein provides a rigorous anatomy of this historical paralysis.

For over a century, the Palestinian people have been subjected to a relentless cycle of
being governed, counted, displaced, represented, assisted, and negotiated over. Yet, a
fundamental question has remained unresolved: who possesses the legitimate authority
to decide Palestine’s political future?

Drawing on a vast archive, Al-Ghussein traces a continuous structure of external rule from
Herbert Samuel’s 1915 memorandum and the Balfour Declaration through the British
Mandate, the destruction of Palestinian representative institutions, the creation of the
Palestine Liberation Organization, the Oslo process and the contemporary administration
of occupation, humanitarian relief and reconstruction.

Drawing on official memoranda, international agreements, parliamentary debates,
censuses, legal decisions, maps, ration cards, and administrative records, Al-Ghussein
shows how Palestinian political claims have repeatedly been translated into management
problems. Sovereignty becomes management—rights become permits. Dispossession
becomes humanitarian need. A people seeking political authority becomes a population
to be documented, supplied and supervised.

Al-Ghussein’s central thesis is that administration in Palestine has never been a neutral,
technical process. Rather, it has often functioned as an instrument through which power
has been exercised, territory managed, populations classified, and political aspirations
deferred. The book argues that many contemporary structures governing Palestine are
not temporary responses to conflict but part of a much longer historical continuum.
“The Palestinian question has never simply been a territorial dispute,” Al-Ghussein told
Ahram Online. “It has been a struggle over political authority, repeatedly recast as a
problem of administration.”

The book illustrates that the British Mandate was not merely a colonial document,
but the foundational act of a political
AL arrangement that outlived the British
g e T themselves. It created a paradigm
F where power is exercised upon Pales-
tinians, but the source of that power
remains external to them. While
The most nations resolve political conflict

Licic - through internal shifts in government
1 Admlmstratmn or constitutional reform, Palestine
~ of Palestine

has been kept in a state of suspend-
ed agency. Decision-making power
Vi - is consistently sourced from outside
& At Sreeqine rf "’q\ the society, bypassing the necessity
@ of a mandate from the people being
I'QC: = governed.
The Oslo Accords receive particular at-
tention. While internationally present-
ed as a transitional framework toward
Palestinian self-government, the book
argues that Oslo created an extensive
administrative apparatus without transferring sovereign authority.
Palestinian institutions assumed responsibility for areas including health, education and
municipal administration, while Israel retained control over borders, airspace, territorial
continuity, movement, water resources and other core sovereign powers.
The book’s scope extends to the present day, linking the colonial past to the digital
and logistical present. From the calculation of food calories permitted into Gaza to the
power of digital platforms to curate and censor Palestinian testimony, Al-Ghussein maps
how disparate systems of control converge on one objective: ensuring Palestinians are
documented, supplied, and supervised, but never recognized as the legitimate source
of their own authority.
Educated at Georgetown University’s School of Foreign Service and the School of Oriental
and African Studies at the University of London, Al-Ghussein has written on governance,
international law, colonial administration, and political authority in Palestine.
The author is the grandson of Yaqub Al-Ghussein, a Palestinian political figure who
founded the Arab Youth Congress, a nationalist movement established during the British
Mandate to mobilise Palestinian Arab youth.
The book is published by The Britain Palestine Project, a UK charity formerly known as the
Balfour Project, which rebranded in 2025 to focus on Britain’s historical responsibilities
and contemporary legal obligations regarding Palestine.
The Administration of Palestine serves as a stark warning: every proposal of the last
century has failed precisely because it refused to confront the question of legitimate
authority. By framing the Palestinian struggle as a surplus of external administration
rather than a simple absence of government, Al-Ghussein argues that no durable peace
can emerge until the people whose future is at stake are finally empowered to determine
it for themselves.
Ultimately, the book is a call for a fundamental reset amid the Israeli genocidal war
on Gaza and yearning by the Palestinian people for self-determination. As Al-Ghussein
demonstrates, until the question of who has the right to rule is answered by the Pal-
estinians, every new administrative arrangement is merely a new iteration of an old,
unresolved injustice.
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The Treasury Secretary’s Threats: Psychological or Real?

Abdulrahman Al-Rashed

Ithough the US pres-
A ident has repeatedly

vowed to destroy
Iran, it was the recent re-
marks by Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent that triggered
a sharper, more furious reac-
tion from the Iranian leader-
ship. Speaker of Parliament
Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf,
a veteran negotiator and gen-
eral, expressed outrage and
announced that Tehran would
draft new strategies to count-
er these threats. In a strikingly
candid and significant address
seemingly directed at the Su-
preme Leader and war-hawk
military commanders, Qalibaf
warned: “Regardless of our
military strength, if our peo-

ple are hungry and we suffer
from financial scarcity and a
lack of economic growth, we
will not endure.”

Following the failure to impose
a military solution on Iran, the
Treasury Secretary may prove to
be Trump’s most successful cab-
inet member and weapon. Bes-
sent holds the keys to financial
movement, and his comments
have not yet been exhausted
by the media. His statements
appear to have been drafted
in the White House; he did not
merely threaten sanctions, but
also vowed to topple the Irani-
an regime. Trump himself has
stopped threatening the re-
gime’s existence.

The Treasury Secretary’s re-
marks are likely part of a co-
ordinated pressure campaign.
While the impact of punitive
steps will take a long time to
emerge, this does not diminish
their significance. Economic
pressures were what triggered
the first widespread protests
in 2009, followed by a wave
of demonstrations, ultimately
leading to negotiations with the
Obama administration.

Furthermore, intensified sanc-
tions have a significant impact
on psychological warfare. Al-
though few objections have

emerged from within Iran
against the leadership’s insis-
tence on war, most domestic
complaints and criticisms now
focus on the livelihood and eco-
nomic consequences for Iranian
society. The first of these was
President Masoud Pezeshkian'’s
warning regarding the war’s
impact on living conditions.
Most recently, former Iranian
President Mohammad Khatami
appeared, criticizing the negoti-
ation policy itself and attacking
its rigidity, despite risking accu-
sations regarding his loyalty.

The Treasury Secretary has
vowed that the Trump admin-
istration will subject Iran to
“the greatest coordinated eco-
nomic isolation in history.” The
nature of these measures, the
timeframe required for them
to achieve their objectives, and
the participating nations remain
unclear. In the absence of spe-
cific details, these moves will
be viewed as part of a psycho-
logical warfare campaign aimed
at pressuring the Iranian nego-
tiator into accepting American
terms.

On the other hand, the new
threat confounds Iranian strat-
egists who had based their ne-
gotiations on backing Trump
into a corner ahead of the
midterm election, hoping for

more concessions. In order to
preempt the November polls,
Iran launched a military cam-
paign against producing Gulf
states and shipping lanes, hop-
ing to raise oil prices, and con-
sequently increase energy and
living costs in the US, to threat-
en Trump’s electoral standing.

This leaves us facing two wars:

Iran’s oil weapon, and now the
US economic sanctions weap-
on. The question is not about

the efficacy of the sanctions, as
they are undoubtedly capable

of harming Tehran; rather, what
hangs in the balance is time.
How serious is the Trump ad-
ministration, and how ready is it

to adopt this as an actual strat-

egy rather than mere rhetorical

threats? Furthermore, does this

mean the Trump administration
has abandoned its plan to pre-
empt the November elections

with a political solution?

The Iranians view the time as
their winning leverage, striking

every moving target in hopes of
driving up American fuel prices
and threatening Trump with de-

feat. When the Treasury Secre-
tary announced the plan to iso-

late Iran and crush its economy,
he may have been signaling that

the administration is now pre-

pared to challenge Iran’s game
of time.

Ten weeks separate us from the
elections, and current readings
do not suggest that Trump will
lose. Oil prices remain below
one hundred dollars, yet the re-
maining time feels like an eter-
nity. Theoretically, time plays in
Iran’s favor until election day,
but after that, the equation will
flip against it.

For Trump to continue walking
this long tightrope for all this
time, he needs to sustain efforts
to export large volumes through
the straits of Hormuz and Bab
el-Mandeb, which could renew
violent military confrontations.
Recent military activity has en-
abled the opening of the Omani
corridor for oil tankers, and Sau-
di Arabia’s insistence on taking
risks and exporting through the
Red Sea is achieving the re-
quired political equation.

Why is this required from a
Gulf perspective? The reason is
clear: the weakness of Trump’s
negotiators before the Irani-
ans, due to considerations that
the oil market could ultimately
lead to handing over the Strait
of Hormuz to the Iranians and
granting their militias a license
to operate against regional
states. Here, the primary loser
of the Iranian game is the Gulf
countries.

47

\ August 2026 - Volume : 14 - Issue :164

WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET




Egypt says it has
right to defend wa-
ter security over
new Ethiopian dams
on Nile River

gypt warned against the construction of new Ethio-
E pian dams on the Nile River, with Foreign Minister

Badr Abdelatty saying Cairo has the right to defend
its water security.

“Egypt will not allow additional dams to be built on the Nile,”
Abdelatty said in an interview with television interview.

He said Egypt has a “legitimate right to defend its interests and
water security.”

The remarks marked Cairo’s third public warning in about two
weeks over reported Ethiopian plans to build additional dams
on the river.

There was no immediate comment from Ethiopia on Abdelatty’s
remarks.

On Aug. 16, an Egyptian official said Cairo would not accept
or allow any party to control Nile water flows to downstream
countries, Egypt and Sudan, responding to remarks attributed
to Ethiopian Water and Energy Minister Habtamu Itefa about
building additional dams.

The official, cited by Egypt’s state-run MENA news agency, said
Cairo had “multiple and wide-ranging tools” to defend its inter-
ests in the Nile and would not allow control over water flows
to be imposed as a fait accompli.

Earlier, on Aug. 4, Irrigation Minister Hani Sewilam said Egypt
would not allow Ethiopia to build new dams on the Nile follow-
ing reports that Addis Ababa was planning three additional proj-
ects alongside the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD).

Egypt and Sudan have long been at odds with Ethiopia over the
filling and operation of the GERD, whose construction began in
2011. Cairo and Khartoum insist on a legally binding trilateral
agreement before the project becomes fully operational.

Ethiopia, however, maintains that such an agreement is unnec-
essary and says the dam will not harm downstream countries.
The dispute led to a three-year suspension of negotiations be-
fore talks resumed in 2023, only to stall again in 2024.

The Nile River, which stretches about 6,650 kilometers (4,132
miles), is shared by 11 countries: Burundi, Rwanda, the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo, Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Ethiopia,
Eritrea, South Sudan, Sudan and Egypt.
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China’s growth ex-

pectations ease as

economy loses mo-
mentum in July

hina’s worse-than-expected 4.5% yearly rise in in-
c dustrial production in July, following a 5.3% rise the

previous month, showed that the country’s economy
lost momentum, while consumer spending slowed and urban
investments contracted.

Coupled with unemployment climbing to 5.2% in July from 5%
in June, the situation showed that industrial production is slow-
ing and weakness in domestic demand and the real estate sector
continues.

The Chinese National Bureau of Statistics’ failure to release the
data at the expected time also fueled concerns over the health of
the world’s second-largest economy.

The situation also contributed to expectations that the People’s
Bank of China (PBOC) may cut rates.

China’s retail sales climbed 0.6% in July, below estimates, following
a 1% rise in June, while fixed-asset investments fell 6.7% at the
same time.

China’s real estate investments fell 19.2% year-on-year in July, and
residential real estate sales dropped 13.2%.

Chinese industrial production remains strong despite easing
Sadi Kaymaz, an Asian markets analyst, told Anadolu that China’s
industrial production remains relatively resilient as the country’s
industrial robot production surged 30% and integrated circuit pro-
duction jumped 21%.

Kaymaz stated that there was a slowdown in nearly every cate-
gory except high-tech manufacturing sectors and that the slow-
down has become a trend by now, as extreme weather events last
month affected logistics centers and warehouses in some regions
of the country.

He noted that government officials might deem the July data a
short-lived setback and wait for the August data to be released.
“China may not see the 4.5% economic growth target and growth
could drop to around 4%,” he said.

Kaymaz mentioned that Chinese Premier Li Qiang called for accel-
erating the country’s new growth drivers.

“Beijing is approaching growth via qualitatitve assesment rather
than quantitative figures, and it seems content with high-tech
manufacturing developments, so that’s why we don’t expect a
significant stimulus package,” he said, noting that even if a pack-
age was announced, it would be aimed at meeting the minimum
growth target of 4.5%.

“The Politburo met at the end of last month and the deterioration
in leading indicators was one of the main agenda items but no
stimulus measures were announced,” he added.
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UN director warns of
record institutional im-
passe in Security Council

he UN Security Council is currently grappling with
T the longest institutional deadlock in its modern
history, a senior official warned on during a debate
on the body’s working methods. According to Anadolu.

“In 2026, there is still no agreement. This is now the longest
period without agreed chairs and vice-chairs since the practice
.. began in 1979,” said Shamala Kandiah Thompson, executive
director of Security Council Report (SCR). In a meeting on work-
ing methods, she identified the primary driver of the impasse as
a deep-seated dispute over who will lead the 1737 Iran Sanctions
Committee and the potential “snapback” of sanctions against
Tehran.

Thompson explained that this paralysis has severe practical
consequences, noting that numerous sanctions committees
and working groups are no longer operating at full capacity. For
example, the Working Group on Children and Armed Conflict has
accumulated a significant backlog of country reports because
it remains unable to adopt formal conclusions. Thompson pro-
posed “decoupling” uncontested appointments from disputed
ones to restore basic functionality to the system.

Thompson noted that the current deadlock is not just affecting
this year; it is preventing the newly elected members from start-
ing their work for next year.

The briefing also scrutinized the ongoing selection process for
the next secretary-general. While transparency has increased
since 2016, Thompson raised concerns regarding the continued
secrecy of straw polls. She argued that official disclosure of poll
results would provide greater certainty regarding their accuracy.
She said the established sequencing for candidates was not
maintained in the current cycle. One candidate was reportedly
included in straw polls without undergoing the same level of
engagement with the General Assembly and Security Council,
Thompson added.

Reviving preventive diplomacy

Thompson urged the Security Council to shift from reactive
measures toward proactive “early warning” mechanisms. She
emphasized that the secretary-general should provide not just
information, but “concrete options for action in the face of an
impending crisis.” She suggested that future UN secretary-gen-
eral reports should include distinct sections dedicated to alerting
members of deteriorating situations.

The official also highlighted a dramatic decline in the Securi-
ty Council’s use of visiting missions. While the body typically
conducted up to five missions annually before 2020, only four
have taken place over the last six years. Thompson advocated
for reviving these missions to better assess if mandates require
revision or if missions can safely scale down.

“While working methods cannot resolve political differences,
they are essential in helping members navigate those differenc-
es,” the official said.
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Iran says Trump'’s latest
threatened economic sanc-
tions are ‘bound to fail’

he latest threatened US economic sanctions against Iran
T are “bound to fail,” said the country’s foreign minister

on, citing the outcome of several previous efforts tar-
geting Tehran.

“14 years ago: ‘Most crippling sanctions in history.’ Failed. 8 years ago:
‘Maximum pressure.’ Failed,” Abbas Araghchi wrote on US social media
company X. According to Anadolu.

He added that a call five months ago for Iran’s “unconditional surren-
der” had also failed.

Araghchi said the “most
crushing economic operation
ever” newly announced by
US President Donald Trump
is also bound to fail.

He also posted an image of
former US President Barack
Obama containing a 2012
statement by then-Vice Presi-
dent Joe Biden describing the
measures against Iran as “the
most crippling sanctions in the history of sanctions.”

Trump announced his intention to launch what he called “the most
crushing economic operation ever taken against any country,” de-
scribing his maximum-pressure campaign against Iran as “Economic
Warfare and Isolation on an unprecedented scale.”

He vowed to sever the financial channels supporting Tehran, warning
that countries that provide Iran with an economic “lifeline” — through
their financial institutions, businesses, airports, or government entities
—would face severe economic consequences.

Calling the campaign an “Economic D-Day,” Trump called on Wash-
ington’s allies to join his latest attempt to financially cripple Tehran.

Canada suspends trade talks
with US: Premier Carney

Canada has decided to suspend its trade negotiations with the US,
Prime Minister Mark Carney said in a statement citing insufficient
progress in talks.

Carney said Ottawa had worked to “strike a fair deal that would
provide the best access to the U.S. market and greater certainty
to Canadian businesses and workers.”

“We made important progress toward improving Canada’s posi-
tion as having the best deal in the world with the U.S.,” he said.
“However, that progress
has not been enough to
meet our objectives for Ca-
nadians,” Carney said.

“As a result, | have decided
to suspend trade negotia-
tions with the U.S. and have
directed Canada’s negotia-
tors to return to Ottawa,”
he added.

Carney said Canadian nego-
tiators had worked “hard, in good faith” to defend the country’s
interests until the “very last minute.”

“However, last-minute changes in the U.S. proposed terms were
unfair, uneconomic, and called into question the reliability of any
deal,” he said.

Carney said the US intended to impose a 50% tariff on roughly $28
billion of Canadian goods at midnight.

“Canada will match those tariffs dollar for dollar to protect our
workers and businesses,” he said.

Trade negotiations in Washington resumed ahead of a deadline
for a 50% tariff on CANS30 billion (US$22 billion) of Canadian
goods to take effect.

Both sides had said they were close to an agreement, with US
President Donald Trump saying that a “very fair” agreement had
been reached.
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WSJ: Iran prepared
for long war, fearing
US talks were cover
for Israeli attack

derstanding with the United States as an attempt by

Israel and the US to buy time for a larger attack, and
used the opportunity to prepare for a larger fight them-
selves, The Wall Street Journal reported on, citing Iranian
and Arab officials.

I ran viewed the development of a memorandum of un-

According to the WSJ, Arab intelligence officials picked up
evidence of Iranian leaders planning potential attacks on
enemy territory, broadening the scope of the war and rais-
ing the cost for the US.

“There is also a widespread view in Iran that the main war
has not yet begun,” Mohammad Hassan Sangtarash, a Teh-
ran-based defense analyst close to the Iranian government,
told the WSJ.

“What we have seen so far is increasingly interpreted
through the lens of ‘salami-slicing” tactics — limited, incre-
mental escalation designed to weaken capabilities before
a larger confrontation.”

Part of the preparations Iran is making have included send-
ing advisors to Iraqg, Yemen, and Lebanon to discuss plans
for Iran’s proxy militias.

Officials familiar with Arab intelligence findings said that the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) sent commanders
to assist Yemen'’s Houthi terrorist group, supervising the de-
ployment of missiles and other weapons targeting the Red
Sea, as well as giving the group lists of targets and general
advice and guidance.

The IRGC also threatened Gulf states that it would target
their energy facilities if the US targeted Iran’s, including
sending lists of specific targets.

ther options the IRGC has planned include sabotaging in-
ternet cables, raising political unrest in countries with high
Shia populations, and ground operations in Kuwait.

Iran’s baseline is war, former US nuclear negotiator says
Alan Eyre, a former senior US diplomat and nuclear nego-
tiator with Iran, said that Iran’s baseline was war, adding,
“Iran will remain on a wartime footing, preparing for a sub-
sequent attack.”

One example the WSJ cites is the recent appointment of
Ahmad Vahidi as the new IRGC commander-in-chief.
According to Saeid Golkar, an expert on Iran’s security ser-
vices at the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga, Vahidi’s
appointment “is consistent with a leadership preparing the
security establishment for a period of sustained confron-
tation rather than a return to normal peacetime politics.”
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‘Racist incitement’:
Israeli medical
groups decry claims
of soldier abuse by
Rambam’s Arab staff

he Mersham organization of medical profession-
T als in Israel came out against therecent allega-

tions against Arab staff at the Rambam Health
Care Campus on calling it “racist incitement.”

“The Israeli health system relies daily on the joint work of
doctors, nurses, and medical staff, Jews and Arabs, doc-
tors in every person regardless of religion, nationality, or
political position,” Mersham stated.

“It is possible and necessary to examine what concerns
medical treatment. But when they speak out, and public
figures join the attack, the damage seeps into the entire
system.”

The Chairman of the Israel Association of Public Health
Physicians, Professor Hagai Levine, also rejected the public
response to the allegations.

“The plots against Rambam Hospital are sabotaging the
entire health system,” he stated.

“Lies born on social media about treatment at Rambam
are not just ‘fake news’ - they are a dangerous blood libel
aimed at dismantling from within the only system that
still functions as an island of sanity and equality in Israel.
When politicians spread nonsense about ‘medical death’
or treating the enemy at the expense of civilians, they
do not only harm Arab teams - they harm every patient,
Jewish or Arab, who enters the hospital door.”

the brother of one of four soldiers recently wounded in
Lebanon claimed that the troops were severely mistreated
by Rambam'’s staff during their overnight stay at the Haifa
hospital.

Rambam stated that, after an investigation, it rejected
all claims of wrongdoing by its staff toward the wounded
soldiers.

Later, Defense Minister Israel Katz called for an IDF inves-
tigation into allegations levied on against Arab hospital
employees accused of mistreating the four soldiers.
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Rights groups decry Israe-
li killing of journalist Amal
Khalil as ‘war crime»

ights groups said that an Israeli attack in south Lebanon that
killed reporter Amal Khalil and wounded another journalist
earlier this year was an apparent “war crime».

The attack took place in the village of Al-Tiri on April 22, days after a ceasefire
was announced between Israel and Hezbollah.

Khalil, a 42-year-old reporter for Lebanese daily Al-Akhbar, and freelance
camerawoman Zeinab Faraj had taken refuge in a building after an Israeli
strike hit a vehicle travelling in front of theirs.

The building was subsequently attacked, and while Faraj was rescued, Leba-
nese authorities accused the Israeli army of obstructing efforts to save Khalil
while she was still alive.

Human Rights Watch, Amnesty International and Lebanese rights group The
Legal Agenda on released the findings of separate investigations into the
attack.

HRW said the Israeli strikes “included apparently deliberate attacks on civil-
ians and civilian objects, which would make them war crimes».

Amnesty decried a “direct attack on civilians which should be investigated
as a war crime».

Both groups said the Israeli army “knew or should have known” that the pair
were civilians, noting Israeli drones were present at the attack site.

The Legal Agenda said its investigation found that the Israeli military’s actions
“constitute war crimes and grave violations of international humanitarian
law».

The Israeli army at the time said it struck a vehicle “that had departed from a
military structure used by Hezbollah”, and that “subsequently, the structure
from which the individuals had fled was also struck».

It denied its forces prevented rescue teams from reaching the area.
Amnesty said the Israeli army told it that “the incident underwent a prelim-
inary review, and relevant lessons were implemented accordingly”, adding
that it “regrets any harm caused to journalists».

Khalil was a veteran correspondent for Al-Akhbar and had consistently re-
ported from south Lebanon, both after Hezbollah drew Lebanon into the
Middle East war on March 2 by attacking Israel, and during a previous conflict
in 2023-2024.

According to the Committee to Protect Journalists, “15 journalists and media
workers have been killed by Israel” in Lebanon since October 2023.

That month, Reuters journalist Issam Abdallah was killed and six others
were wounded in an Israeli attack, including AFP journalists Dylan Collins
and Christina Assi, who had to have a leg amputated.

In November, Al-Mayadeen correspondent Farah Omar and videographer
Rabih al-Maamari were killed in Tayr Harfa, alongside local contributor Hus-
sein Aqil.

In October 2024, Al Mayadeen videographer and broadcast engineer Mo-
hammad Reda and Ghassan Najjar and Al-Manar videographer Wissam Qa-
ssem were Killed in an Israeli airstrike that hit a marked compound housing
media workers in Hasbaya.

In March 2026, Al-Manar news anchor Mohamad Sherri was Killed in an
airstrike in Zugaq al-Blat, Beirut.

Al-Manar correspondent Ali Shoeib, Al Mayadeen reporter Fatima Ftouni
and Freelance videographer Mohammad Ftouni were also killed that month
in Kfarhouna.

Amnesty’s Heba Morayef said that “the impunity enjoyed by Israeli forces for
the killing of journalists and other civilians in Lebanon over the past three
years has enabled the Israeli military to continue with its unlawful air strikes,
including direct attacks on civilians».

Source- Agence France Presse
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The Hiroshima
Bomb Created a
Strange Alloy Sci-
entists Had Never
Seen Before

atomic bomb on the Japanese city of Hiroshima,
researchers say the detonation may have creat-
ed an entirely new silicon-rich alloy.

E ighty years after the United States dropped an

Published in the journal Science Advances, the research-
ers say the microscopic material was found inside bits of
fallout preserved in the sands of Hiroshima Bay.

The alloy formed in the split second after the blast, when
temperatures got up to 7,000 degrees Celsius. The fire-
ball expanded and then cooled almost instantly. All the
materials from the vaporized buildings condensed into
tiny glassy particles that the researchers call “hiroshimait-
es.” Hidden inside one of them was a previously unknown
metallic alloy.

Hiroshima’s Atomic Bomb May Have Created a Previously
Unknown Alloy

The alloy is made up of iron, chromium, nickel, manga-
nese, molybdenum, aluminum, and a lot of silicon, which
are all arranged in a crystal structure. This would all be
highly unusual if not for the fact that earlier this year,
eight different research teams found a similar crystal
structure at the site of the first nuclear detonation test,
the infamous Manhattan Project Trinity test. Together,
these findings are forming a pattern that indicates that
nuclear detonations have the capacity to create the
conditions that can lead to the creation of entirely new
materials.

The first thing that immediately comes to mind is a hell-
ish future where humanity is detonating cities left and
right to create materials in a profoundly horrifying logical
extrapolation to this whole idea’s depressing endpoint.
That doesn’t seem like a real possibility, thankfully, as the
researchers suggest that these little microscopic materi-
als could instead help improve nuclear forensics by telling
us how the explosions unfolded.

Perhaps also offering some insight into how to design
advanced alloys without having to level a civilization for
one you can only see under a microscope.
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Google’s Gemini Al
Assistant Reaches
One Billion Users

oogle’s artificial intelligence assistant Gemini
has surpassed one billion monthly users, CEO

Sundar Pichai announced, a week after a major
reorganization of the tech giant’s Al division.

“It's our fastest growing product ever,” and the 14th prod-
uct to reach a billion users, Pichai posted on social media.

The milestone, which Google calculated based on how
many people use the Gemini app across its ecosystem,
gives the search giant a victory amid a major overhaul of
its Al division.

Demis Hassabis, who won a Nobel Prize in chemistry, re-
cently stepped back from the day-to-day management of
Google DeepMind, the lab that designs the Gemini mod-
els. And several leading researchers left as well, including
Jeff Dean, a central figure in the group’s engineering ef-
forts for nearly three decades.

Its new flagship model, Gemini 3.5 Pro, initially promised
for June, still has not been released, while its rivals have
launched several models that are considered more power-
ful, particularly for generating computer code -- currently
the most lucrative area in the sector.

In the face of this technological lag, Google’s audience
remains its main asset as it integrates Al into its ecosystem,
from search and Gmail to Google Maps and YouTube.

OpenAl reached one billion users across all its interfaces,
led by ChatGPT, the lab announced in July without spec-
ifying whether that figure was monthly or weekly users.

The San Francisco-based Al lab sparked the artificial in-
telligence boom when it launched its free ChatGPT app in
November 2022, and thus built its user base from scratch
in under four years.

Every audience metric feeds into the valuation that OpenAl
hopes to achieve with an eventual IPO, for which it filed a
confidential application in June.

In a sign of tightening competition against Gemini, Chi-
na’s DeepSeek, and its San Francisco rival Anthropic, which
makes Claude, ChatGPT’s market share for Al assistants fell
below 50 percent in the first half of the year, according to
research firm Sensor Tower, which uses company data to
estimate usage.
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10 Men’s
Accessories
That Will
Never Go
Out of Style

are what béarnaise sauce is to steak, butter to bread, an

A ccessories: no decent outfit is complete without them. They

olive to a martini. You get the idea. But sometimes it can be
difficult to know just how good an investment any of these stylistic
accoutrements might turn out to be (we’re looking at you, piano
key tie and bottle opener belt buckle). These are the men’s acces-
sories that will never go out of style. According to Fashion Beans.

Classic Sunglasses

Few things do a man more fa-
vours than a pair of sunglass-
es. Flattering, practical, and a
dab hand at hiding dark circles
when needed; glasses con-
jure up images of golden-age
movie stars flick of a hinge.
It’s telling that the most pop-
ular styles have changed little
over the decades. Aviators,
Wayfarers and Clubmasters
are all time-honoured staples
that suit different face shapes.
A Leather Billfold Wallet
Paying for a pint is now as
easy as the swipe of a smart-
watch. So it says something
about the billfold wallet that
it remains a stylish accessory

N 2
g

even today. Practical, mould-
ed to the contours of its con-
tents and aged to perfection
over time, a leather wallet is
an accomplice that will do the
business long after the busi-
ness has stopped accepting
cash. It’s for this reason that
many men choose to have
their note carriers embossed
with their initials; a move that
sets out intentions to keep it
for life, even if what’s inside
doesn’t make it to the end of
the month.

Stainless Steel Watch

The understated, no-nonsense
cousin of the gold watch, a
stainless-steel timepiece has
the ability not only to last one

lifetime but several if handed
down through successive gen-
erations. The material that has
its roots in gun making is as
flattering as it is durable. It’s
also equally at home with a
suit and tie as it is a T-shirt and
chinos combination.

Leather Belt

A good belt does more than
simply hold your trousers up
—it also holds a look together.
Whether a much-needed di-
vide for tall men between the
top and bottom halves on an
outfit or a subtle compliment
to leather Derbies, a decent
cowhide belt will endure long
after other accessories have
gone out of style. Choose
brown, black or (better yet)
one of each, and always opt
for the best you can afford.
White Pocket Square

Any formal ensemble can be
lifted by the accessory that
has served the suited since
around the 1920s. From
Frank Sinatra and Humphrey
Bogart to Tom Ford and Dan-
iel Craig, the white pocket
square is a suit accessory for
the ages (and all ages). What-
ever mood or message you
wish to convey, there’s likely
to be a pattern or print to do
so. However, what an unfussy
white version delivers is a qui-
et confidence that speaks vol-
umes at any event, from black
tie dos to weddings.

Leather Holdall

Is there any name in the world
of fashion more winning than
‘the weekender?’ A bag re-

served for the best time of the
week, a friendly porter for an
adventure, and the container
of the wardrobe’s greatest
hits. The weekend bag — or
leather holdall —is an endur-
ing favourite of the menswear
arsenal.

Silver Cufflinks

Bespoke suit, check. Egyptian
cotton shirt, check. Lucky tie
and sturdy English brogues,
double check. Why then
would you spoil it all by fin-
ishing things off with a pair

of cheap knots given away
for free in the suit shop? A
minor detail, yes, but all the
most important ones are.
Get it right every time with
a pair of well-made, under-
stated silver cufflinks. Silver
is an astute choice for every
hue of shirt, and for any occa-
sion. Better yet, silver cufflinks
don’t distract from a watch or
razor-sharp cuff line in a way
that gold or bejewelled ver-
sions might.

Baseball Cap

Is there an item that signals
‘man at leisure’ better than
the baseball cap? We’re not
talking about the flat-peaked,
oversized, gold-studded sort;
but the soft, round-brimmed,
sporty staples that have invad-
ed even the most conservative
of wardrobes in recent years.
Tartan Scarf

In many ways, scarves are
the perfect accessory. In the
depths of winter, they can
be used to fend off piercing
winds, while in the milder
months they can add a hint of
colour — not to mention show
you know how to layer — to
any lapel or neckline.
Leather Gloves

Leather’s supple, skin-like
properties make it the perfect
material in which to wrap your
hands. A far cry from clumsy
woollen mittens of child-
hood years, leather gloves
offer dexterity and durability
alongside warmth and com-
fort — particularly when lined
with cashmere.
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Turkey issues arrest
warrant for Israel’s
Netanyahu over
genocide

Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu for geno-
cide linked to Israel’s interception of an aid flotilla for
Gaza, the justice minister announced.

T urkey has sought an international arrest warrant for

Turkey has become a virulent critic of Israel’s genocidal war
on Gaza that has been ongoing since October 2023.

Israel’s abduction of the flotilla carrying some 430 activists in
May sparked an international outcry. France, Italy and Aus-
tralia have also launched judicial proceedings.

Turkey’s Justice Minister Akin Gurlek said on X that his min-
istry had asked the interior ministry to issue Interpol red
notice alerts for Netanyahu and another Israeli, named as
Afek Moskovitch.

“As part of the judicial proceedings concerning the attack in
international waters on the Flotilla activists (...) and in ac-
cordance with the arrest warrants issued on July 14, 2026,
against Benjamin Netanyahu and Afek Moskovitch for ‘geno-
cide,” the ministry of justice has requested that the ministry
of the interior issue red notices for their international arrest,”
the minister stated.

Netanyahu and Moskovitch are being prosecuted for “crimes
against humanity, genocide, aggravated deprivation of lib-
erty, ‘intentional assault and battery,’” torture, destruction
of property, aggravated looting, and hijacking of transport
vehicles,” the ministry said.

The office of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
called Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan an “antisemit-
ic dictator” following the announcement, and vowed Israel
would “continue to act forcefully against Turkey’s attempts
to destabilise the region”.

About 50 vessels were in the Global Sumud Flotilla that left
Turkey in May heading for the besieged Palestinian territory
to break an illegal Israeli blockade. The activists were abduct-
ed in international waters by the Israeli military and then
taken to an Israeli prison before being expelled.

Israel’s fundamentalist National Security Minister Itamar
Ben-Gvir caused his own outcry by releasing a video show-
ing himself taunting and abusing several flotilla activists who
were on their knees with their hands tied behind their backs.

Source: Agencies
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GALATA

nni’

—You're One Bite Avery From ISanhul s

v
UiLé o LAQo
Galata sweets Turkish coffee
Wlineollg Wuglall g jghadll dypai

A1) oVl UJgiHa Aiao po s yill

_ 1 1035 Mason St. Suite 102, Dearborn Mi, 48124
FOLLOW US ON -\ ©313.914.7059 © info@galatasweetsusa.com

galatasweetsusa.com

Many Varities Of Hookahs
Tobacco - harcoal

-

A
grocery - produce nuts - coffee
4gad - dilaw - aslga - jlns

" Tel: 313.565.6655
Fax: 313565.1120

27275 Ford Rd.
Dearborn Hgts, M| 48127
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The Islamic Center of Detroit (ICD) exists
to serve the most vulnerable people
within Metropolitan Detroit through the
Muslim faith, Islamic principles, and a
fundamental belief in assisting others.
Officially opened to the publicin January
2000, the ICD offers programming not
only to its Muslim constituency, but
also the underserved surrounding the
Brooks, Fiskhorn, Warrendale, and Cody
Rouge neighborhoods, and surrounding
communities.

&) Food Program

@ child And Adult Care
Mental health services
9%;(1 Banquet Hall

) youth programmes
Community services

= .
e Educational programs

G G sl 200

Eﬂzlarmt Center of %etrmt
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Saudi Arabia emerges as Mideast tourism
leader as sector represents

audi Arabia continues to lead
S the tourism transformation in

the Middle East region, with
strong growth expected in the travel
and tourism sector over the next de-
cade, driven by rising investments,
major tourism projects, and realiza-
tion of the objectives of Saudi Vision
2030.

The World Travel & Tourism Council
(WTTC), in its latest report, titled
“Economic Impact Research: Glob-
al Trends Report, stated that the
Kingdom’s travel and tourism sector
accounts for approximately 14.1 per-
cent of GDP. Across the Middle East
markets, governments are investing
heavily in tourism infrastructure,
connectivity, visitor experiences,
and destination development as
part of broader economic diversi-
fication strategies. Saudi Arabia re-
mains one of the clearest examples
of this commitment, recording 19.4
percent growth in Travel & Tourism
investment in 2025, supported by Vi-
sion 2030, investor-friendly reforms,
and a pipeline of large-scale tourism
projects designed to attract both do-
mestic and international capital.

The WTTC report highlighted the

Middle East’s outlook as a story of
short-term disruption and long-term
resilience, with the region expected
to overcome current challenges and
remain one of the world’s strongest
travel and tourism growth markets.
The Middle East is forecast to be-
come the fastest-growing travel and
tourism region in the world between
2026 and 2036, with sector GDP ex-
pected to expand at an annual rate
of 6.3 percent, reaching $605 billion
by 2036.

The WTTC's projections indicate that
international visitor spending in the
Kingdom will more than double over
the next decade, driven by the con-
tinued expansion of the sector and
the development of tourist destina-
tions, infrastructure, transportation
networks, and visitor experiences.
This growth underscores the in-
creasing role of the tourism sector
in supporting the diversification of
the Saudi economy and enhancing
its contribution to gross domestic
product, while further consolidating

the Kingdom’s position as a global
tourist destination. This progress is
being supported by major projects,
events, and the development of di-
verse tourist destinations in line with
the objectives of Saudi Vision 2030.

The Council emphasized that the
Kingdom’s long-term investments
in the travel and tourism sector are
strengthening its ability to navigate
short-term challenges and sustain
growth in the coming years, posi-
tioning Saudi Arabia as one of the
region’s most prominent engines
of tourism growth through 2036.
Across the Middle East markets,
governments are investing heavily
in tourism infrastructure, connectiv-
ity, visitor experiences, and destina-
tion development as part of broader
economic diversification strategies.
Saudi Arabia remains one of the
clearest examples of this commit-
ment, recording 19.4 percent growth
in travel and tourism investment in
2025, supported by Vision 2030, in-
vestor-friendly reforms, and a pipe-
line of large-scale tourism projects
designed to attract both domestic
and international capital, the report
pointed out.
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Qasr Al- Farafra Fortress: A Defenswe
Labyrinth Built by the Romans

Governorate, the ancient Qasr Al-Farafra fortress

stands as a testament to a long history of life in
the Egyptian oases. Serving both defensive and
crop-storage functions, it remained a sanctuary for
oasis residents during times of danger for years, be-
fore much of its structure collapsed in the mid-20th
century. According to Youm?7.
A Fortress atop a Rocky Rise
The fortress is situated on a rocky elevation—a fea-
ture linked to its name, “Qasr Al-Farafra” (Farafra Pal-
ace/Fortress). According to the description recorded
by archaeologist Dr. Ahmed Fakhry, each side of the
fortress measures approximately 55 meters, while its
height reaches about 10 meters.
Its foundations and lower courses—rising to a height
of nearly two meters—were constructed from un-
hewn stone blocks, whereas the upper sections of
the walls were built using mudbrick, a choice suited
to the desert environment and locally available build-
ing materials.
The citadel featured a main gate lead-
ing to a network of narrow, wind-
ing passageways. These were
designed to make accessing 4
the fortress'’s interior diffi-
cult, lending the structure
a defensive, labyrinth-like
character.
116 Chambers: Each
Family Had Its Own
Storehouse
Within the fortress walls,
116 chambers were ar-
ranged in rows. Each cham-
ber had a door made from
split palm-tree trunks, while ac-
cess to the upper-level chambers
was gained via staircases fashioned
from palm or apricot tree trunks.
These chambers were not intended for permanent
residence; over time, they evolved into storage spac-
es for the oasis residents’ provisions. Each family
would designate a chamber to store surplus crops—
including wheat, dates, dried olives, and apricots.
Amidst the harsh desert environment, the fortress
served as a vital means of protecting the inhabitants
and their crops, particularly during times of threat
or raids.
A Well, a Cistern, and Watchtowers
The fortress’s design relied on more than just walls
and passageways; it incorporated features to ensure
resilience in the face of danger. A well and a water
cistern were located in the northern section—a
crucial asset when locals sought refuge within the
stronghold.
At the top of the fortress, platforms were designated
for firing weapons and monitoring potential aggres-
sors. These vantage points allowed defenders to spot
anyone approaching the perimeter and engage them
before they could breach the interior.
Collectively, these features indicate that the fortress

I n the heart of the Farafra Oasis in the New Valley

was not merely a structure for habitation or grain
storage, but a facility integral to the security of the
oasis community and the protection of its resources.
From “Abandoned Fortress” to a Testament to Oasis
Life
Accounts of the fortress have come down to us from
travelers who visited Farafra during the 19th and 20th
centuries. The French traveler Frédéric Cailliaud was
among the first Europeans to visit the oasis in 1819;
he described the structure at the time as an aban-
doned fortress, noting that the local population lived
in the surrounding village.
Farafra’s isolation from the rest of the New Valley re-
gion made access difficult; journeys were primarily
undertaken by camel, and the distances between the
oasis and other areas required days of travel.
In 1938, Dr. Ahmed Fakhry visited the area and doc-
umented the fortress’s details, later publishing his
description in his book on the Egyptian deserts. One
Woman Holding the Keys to 116 Rooms
One of the stories most closely linked to the
history of the Farafra Fortress is that
of Hajja Saeeda, who for years un-
dertook the task of guarding the
fortress and keeping the keys
to its chambers.
According to accounts re-
corded by Ahmed Fakhry,
Saeeda belonged to the
Ayadiya tribe and lived in
the oasis with her family.
She spent many years
tending to the fortress,
eventually coming to
know every chamber and
its respective owner.
She held all the keys; no one
could open a chamber except its
owner, who would personally collect
the key from her whenever they needed
to access their stored provisions.
These details reveal a precise social system associ-
ated with the fortress: each family had a designated
chamber with a known owner, while Saeeda served as
the guardian holding the keys to this vast communal
storehouse.
Rain Defeats the Fortress After Centuries
The threat that ultimately brought an end to the for-
tress was not a military attack; rather, natural forces
and neglect combined to seal its fate.
Beginning in 1945, heavy and unusual rains caused
sections of the interior walls to collapse. According
to local accounts, no adequate measures were taken
to restore or reinforce the structure.
By 1958, the building had largely collapsed, prompting
residents to rush to the chambers to salvage whatever
contents they could.
Thus ended the function the fortress had served for
so long; it transformed from a facility that protected
the inhabitants and preserved their harvests into a
monument bearing the memory of the oasis com-
munity. A Fortress Narrating the History of Farafra
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10 back-to-school
sleep tips for children

ids like predictability, so follow the same bedtime rou-
K tine every night. Staying up an hour or so later on the

weekend is OK, but anything more will make it hard for
your child to get back into the routine.

\It's natural for parents to let their kids’ sleep habits slide in the summer. But
with the start of the school year upon us, you may be wondering how to get
your kids back on a consistent and restful schedule.

Kacey Greening, Akron Children’s pediatric psychologist and behavioral sleep
medicine specialist, offers 10 tips to beat the back-to-school bedtime blues.
1. Start with your own sleep schedule.

“Kids copy what their parents do,” she said. “If kids see their parents winding
down for the night, it'll be easier for your children to do the same.”

2. Ease your kids back into their regular bedtimes.

At least a week or two before school, start easing your kids back into their
bedtime using 15-minute increments. Have your kids go to bed 15 minutes
earlier each night until they’re back to the desired bedtime. The number of
days you need depends on how many minutes they’re off from their bedtimes
during the school year.

3. Come up with a schedule that fits your family.

Perhaps you need to have dinner earlier or adjust their screen time. Small
adjustments can help your child ease into the bedtime routine and go to bed at
a consistent time every night. Set realistic and achievable goals, taking into con-
sideration any after-school or work activities that could interfere with bedtime.
4. Cut the caffeine.

The effects of caffeine in soda, iced tea, and energy drinks can last for several
hours after consumption and interfere with your child’s sleep quantity and
quality. “Caffeine should be kept to a minimum or not consumed at all by kids,
especially not after lunch,” Dr. Greening recommended. “Check the labels be-
cause some brands of soft drinks, such as orange soda and root beer, contain
caffeine. Chocolate and chocolate milk are less of a problem, but they can still
affect sleep. Water or plain, low-fat milk are usually the best choices.”

Power down the electronics about two hours before bedtime. The artificial
light from devices disrupts our natural sleep hormone and can make it harder
to fall asleep at night.

5. Go screenless before bed.

The artificial light from TVs, tablets, smartphones, video games, and other
electronic devices disrupts melatonin, our natural sleep hormone, while the
content of the media engages the brain and makes kids more alert. This dou-
ble-whammy makes it doubly hard for your child to fall asleep. Start powering
down electronics an hour or more before bed. Read a book to your child in low
light or allow your child to read before bed. Be sure to set limits on the number
of stories and amount of time spent reading.

6. Don’t send your child to bed hungry.

A small, healthy snack — such as fruit, string cheese or a bowl! of whole-grain
cereal —is OK at bedtime. Avoid chocolate and sugar.

7. Follow a consistent, calming bedtime routine

A warm bath or listening to soothing music can be effective in helping your kids
settle down and unwind at night. Kids like predictability, so follow the same
bedtime routine every night. “You can let your child stay up an extra hour or so
on the weekend, if necessary,” Dr. Greening said. “But anything more than that
will make it hard for your child to get back into the routine on Sunday night.”
8. Create a comfortable sleep environment

If your child goes to bed while it’s still light outside, room-darkening blinds
can help. A fan or white noise machine can drown out sounds from traffic,
creaky floorboards, or barking dogs. Keeping the room temperature cool but
comfortable will also help promote sleep.

9. Avoid late-afternoon naps

Although your kids might be tired from a play date or a day of fun in the sun,
avoid letting them nap. Short naps less than 20 minutes may be OK in some
cases if they don’t cause delays/disruptions to bedtime. Any longer, and it will
probably be difficult for your child to fall asleep at bedtime.

10. Let your kids fall asleep on their own

At the end of the bedtime routine, tuck in your kids, kiss them goodnight,
and leave the room. “If you lie down with your kids in bed or rub their arms
or stroke their hair until they fall asleep,” Dr. Greening said, “they may have
trouble falling asleep without you.”
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7 Friends Every
Woman Needs

igh school friends, college friends, single friends, married
H friends, church friends, work friends, gym friends, going out

friends—this barely scratches the surface of all of the many
types of friend’s women have.

Maybe it’s because we're relationally wired, or because we've been at this
friending game since we were in diapers, but we're pretty serious about
friendship. So it got me thinking about the types of friendship that exist and
which ones are essential to our sanity and well-being and maybe livelihood.
So, we made a list. Without further ado, here are seven friends every woman
needs. According to The Everygirl.

1. The Hustler

This is your girlfriend who is just killing it professionally. She’s either in your
field or just an overall badass and inspires you to keep going after what you
want. Not only does she own her own business or manage a big team in a
corporate office, but she helps you think through what you're doing in your
own career. When you're feeling stuck, need a tip on your resume, or want
to share a recent accomplishment, she’s the one to go to.

2. The No BS-er

This is the “hurts so good” friend. This one is always hard for me because |
have the ego of a peach (bruises easily.) But, after | stop crying, I'm always
appreciative of friends like these because, hot damn, sometimes you really
need to hear the truth. This is the friend who asks the tough questions or
helps point out that your boyfriend/boss/roommate actually has a good point.
3. The Nurturer

If the No BS-er is for when you need the truth, the Nurturer is for when you
can't handle the truth. Every woman needs a friend like this who will bake
you brownies and listen to you whine about your date ghosting you for the
19th time. She tells you what you want to hear in the best way. She’s the soft
pillow you sometimes need to land on when the world has stuck out its foot
and tripped you. Again. This is your champion, your cheerleader, the empa-
thetic angel who truly is down with you when you're down, and ecstatic with
you when you're ecstatic.

4. The Bad Influence

| love this friend because she’s the pal who gets you out of your comfort zone
and encourages you to lighten up and take risks. She’s gonna be the type to
say things like “We might as well just get another pitcher of margaritas,” “Who
cares, call them!” and “Quit your job, what's the worst that can happen?”
Sure, you don’t always listen to her, and maybe your parents don’t particularly
want you spending all your time with her, but she reminds you that life is short
and well, what's the worst that can happen?

5. The Opposite Life Stage-r

If you're married, she’s single. If you have kids, she doesn’t. If you're selling
all your stuff and traveling for a year, she just bought a house. You get the
picture. This friend sheds important light on what’s going on in other parts of
the life-stage world. We have much to learn from women who are in different
life stages than we are, and even though it can be a little tough to find time
to hang out (chances are your schedules could not be more opposite,) you
will always walk away enlightened.

6. The Social Butterfly

This friend gets you out of your PJs and on the VIP list. She is well-connect-
ed, tapped-in, and the ultimate connector. She will not only teach you the
importance of remembering people’s names, but she’ll show you how to
work a room. Oh, and she’s probably the best person on the planet to get
you that gig, open that door, or set you up. And this friendship doesn’t just
go one way either.

7. The Historian

Everyone needs a friend who's been around for the long haul. She might be
a childhood friend or a high school friend, or if you're in your 30s, even a
college friend counts as historian. You two may not talk as much as some of
your current besties, but this friend can tell you the who/what/where/why of
most of your major life moments. She remembers everything, and for better
or worse, will recall my life facts and history with ease.
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The 1 Decorating Trick
That Makes Any Dorm
Room Feel Bigger

elping your child move into their college dorm room is one last
H little act of service you can do before sending them off into the
world. If you want their dorm to evoke a similar roomy feeling to
their childhood bedroom, strategic design can help you achieve just that.

We asked one Southern interior designer for her go-to approach for mak-
ing a dorm room feel bigger, and you'd be surprised at the difference this
simple trick can make. According to Southern Living.

Layer on the Large Textiles

North Carolina designer Emily Hodge recently dropped off her daughter at
a college campus for a summer basketball camp. Even though she wasn’t
about to decorate this particular dorm room for her daughter’s temporary
stay, her design-oriented mind naturally started looking for solutions on
how she could make a dorm room feel more spacious and cozy instead
of cramped and sterile.

She landed on one formula that you could apply to any dorm room: Add
a large rug and long curtains. Here's a look at why this is a winning com-
bination that creates the feeling of more space.

Large Rugs and Long Curtains Draw the Eyes Outward

Since you can’t physically expand the four walls of your college dorm
room, you'll need to create a bit of an optical illusion. A large area rug
does just the trick. Not only will it anchor all of the furniture in the room,
but it will also guide your eyes to the edges of the room. This will create
a feeling of expansion.

This same principle applies to window treatments, and it’s exactly why
designers recommend hanging curtains higher and wider than the actual
windows.

Textiles Add a Sense of Comfort

If you want to make your child’s dorm room feel larger, the key is to un-
derstand your motive. And according to Hodge, it’s probably because you
want the dorm room to evoke comforting feelings for your child rather
than anxiety or claustrophobia.

“As much as we want dorm rooms to feel bigger, | think the more signifi-
cant challenge is how to make them feel cozier,” she says. “I know this is
going to be an unpopular opinion, but nothing adds comfort to a space
faster than a floor covering.”

And when it comes to window treatments, she says the more textiles you
can layer in the space, the cozier it will feel.

Tips for Selecting Area Rugs

Let’s face it, dorm rooms typically show off odd footprints. These unique-
sized rooms require a unique-sized rug, so Hodge suggests opting for a
made-to-measure broadloom one. “There are so many ‘made-to-measure’
companies out there that will ship right to a dorm,” she says.

When selecting the rug, she suggests offsetting the room’s total size by 4
feet to leave a small gap near the baseboards. Once you lay the rug out,
the dorm room will instantly have a new, spacious and cozy feel.

Tips for Selecting Window Treatments

Finding the right-sized window treatments for a dorm room window can
also be a challenge, so Hodge says you may also have to take the custom
route here.

But you don’t have to spend a fortune on them. “There are several compa-
nies online that make window treatments extremely accessible,” she says.
You'll need to check with the campus'’s policies for drilling into the dorm’s
walls, but Hodge has noticed that dorm room windows are typically great
candidates for inside mount Roman shades, as well as a rod with panels.
She recommends combining both.
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Fashion Jewelry Qljn920 dihgo
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Waches Aorned wit

For Summer Occasions

uring the summer sea-
D son, with the return of

lightweight fabrics and
pastel colors, jewelry becomes
a distinctive addition to any
summer look, especially a lux-
ury watch, an essential piece
that reflects personal taste
and complements any outfit.
In the latest releases from in-
ternational watch and fashion
houses, attention is drawn to
watches adorned with gem-
stones in soft colors. Below, we
review the best watches that
combine exquisite craftsman-
ship with a soft summer color
palette, according to Zahrat Al
Khaleej.

The “Baignoire Mini” Watch
from Cartier:

Cartier continues to reintroduce
its iconic “Baignoire Mini” with
a softer spirit, perfectly suited
to the trends of summer 2026.
The dial features a serene pink
hue that reflects light in a way
that gives the watch a sophisti-
cated, romantic glow. The dial is
surrounded by a bezel set with
sparkling diamonds, while the
bracelet is crafted from polished
yellow gold, maintaining the clas-
sic identity of the French fashion
house.

The Chanel Premiére Edition Orig-
inale Mother of Pearl watch:
Chanel maintains the iconic char-
acter of the Premiere watch but
adds a more radiant touch with
a dial made of natural mother-
of-pearl. The dial reflects shades
of color ranging from creamy
white to pink and gold as the

light changes, and the strap, in-
spired by the chain of Chanel’s
famous handbag, gives the watch
a distinctive personality that is in-
stantly recognizable. Meanwhile,
the delicate diamonds surround-
ing the bezel add a touch of un-
derstated brilliance, perfect for
sophisticated summer looks.
The Grand Bal Jardin Fleuri watch
by Dior:

Dior drew inspiration for the
Grand Bal Jardin Fleuri watch
from French gardens bursting
with blooming flowers. This is evi-
dent in the harmonious shades of
pink, light green, and white with-
in the gem-set dial. The watch
also features diamonds and intri-
cate details, reflecting the artistry
of its fine watchmakers.

The rotating mechanism moves in
a manner reminiscent of the skirt
of a haute couture gown, a direct
reference to Christian Dior’s heri-
tage in the world of fashion.

The Limelight Gala Aventurine
Blue watch by Piaget:

Piaget reaffirms its position in
the world of fine watchmaking
with the Limelight Gala Aventu-
rine Blue watch, which combines
Swiss craftsmanship with a design
inspired by fine jewelry.

The dial, crafted from blue aven-
turine, boasts a shimmering ef-
fect reminiscent of a starry sky.
The asymmetrical, diamond-en-
crusted bezel flows seamlessly
around the case, creating a visu-
ally elegant movement. The white
gold bracelet adds to the watch’s
luxurious feel, making it a perfect
complement to summer evening

dresses in shades of blue or silver.
The Happy Sport watch from
Chopard:

Chopard has successfully created
one of the most vibrant watches
of the season with its Happy
Sport, featuring a mint green dial
— one of the most popular colors
for summer 2026. The watch is
distinguished by its free-form di-
amonds, which move across the
dial with every movement of the
wrist —an innovation the Maison
has been renowned for over de-
cades and which has become a

hallmark of its identity.

The polished metal bracelet
strikes a balance between mod-
ern and classic styles, making the
watch suitable for daytime looks.

The Sweet Alhambra watch by
Van Cleef & Arpels:

The Sweet Alhambra watch by
Van Cleef & Arpels embodies the
Maison’s philosophy of under-
stated elegance and meticulous
attention to detail. The dial is
crafted from natural mother-of-

oCoIors...

pearl, which shifts in the light,
giving the watch a fresh look
throughout the day. A polished
yellow gold bezel surrounds the
dial, adorned with motifs inspired
by the iconic Alhambra collection.
Diamond accents add a subtle
sparkle that doesn’t overpower
the design.

The Reverso One Precious
Flowers watch by Jaeger-Le-
Coultre:

The Reverso One Precious Flow-
ers watch represents one of the
most artistic creations in the
world of women’s watches. It
combines hand-carved enamel
techniques with diamond and
gemstone setting in a design in-
spired by blooming flowers. The
rotating face comes adorned
with soft pink and green hues,
reflecting the atmosphere of for
gardens in spring and summer.
The Heure H Rose Sakura watch
by Hermes:

Hermés drew inspiration for the
Heure H Rose Sakura from Jap-
anese cherry blossoms. The dial
features a delicate pink hue, lend-
ing the watch a sense of softness
and tranquility, while the case’s
H-shaped design stands out as
one of the most recognizable
elements of the French fashion
house’s identity.

A diamond-set bezel surrounds
the dial, adding a touch of so-
phisticated brilliance. The look
is completed with a luxurious
leather strap or a metal bracelet,
depending on the version. This
watch is perfect for the woman
who prefers simple accessories
with a clear personality.
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YOUR KITCHEN claaho
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Types of Cookware
Materials: Complete
Kitchen Guide

hoosing the right cookware starts with understanding
C what it is made from. The material of your cookware

directly affects how your food cooks, how long the
cookware lasts, how easy it is to clean, and how safe it is for
daily use. This complete guide to types of cookware materials
covers everything you need to know to make an informed de-
cision, from the most common cookware types to the factors
that should guide your choice.

Why Cookware Material Matters in Cooking

The best type of cookware material for your kitchen depends on how
you cook, what you cook, and how much maintenance you are willing
to do. Different materials conduct heat differently, react differently
with food, and require different levels of care. Choosing the right ma-
terial means better cooking results, longer-lasting cookware, and a
safer, healthier kitchen overall.

8 Types of Cookware Material

Here is a breakdown of the eight most common cookware materials,
what makes each one useful, and the cooking situations where each
performs best. According to Stahl Kitchens.

Stainless Steel Material

Stainless steel material is one of the most widely used cookware mate-
rials globally. It is durable, non-reactive, and does not rust or corrode
over time. Food-grade SS 304 is the recommended grade for cooking
as it does not leach chemicals into food. Stainless steel is easy to clean,
dishwasher safe, and works on all cooktops including induction. It is
a reliable, long-lasting choice for everyday Indian cooking. Explore
stainless steel cookware from Stahl.

Cast Iron Material

Cast iron material is known for exceptional heat retention and even
heat distribution once it reaches cooking temperature. It is natural-
ly non-stick when properly seasoned and gets better with use over
time. Cast iron is extremely durable and can last for decades. It is ideal
for high-heat cooking, searing, and dishes that benefit from steady,
consistent heat like dosas and rotis. It is also naturally non-toxic and
chemical-free.

Non-Stick Material

Non-stick material cookware is designed for easy food release and
low-oil cooking. It is convenient for everyday tasks like making eggs,
pancakes, and stir-fries where sticking is a concern. Modern premium
non-stick options use advanced coatings like PEEK-reinforced surfaces
that are significantly more durable and metal spatula safe compared to
standard non-stick coatings. Always look for PFOA-free and non-toxic
certifications when choosing non-stick cookware. Explore non-stick
cookware from Stahl.

Aluminium Material

Aluminium material is lightweight and an excellent conductor of heat,
making it one of the fastest-heating cookware materials available. It
is affordable and widely used across Indian kitchens. Pure aluminium
is reactive with acidic ingredients, which is why it is often used as a
core layer in triply construction rather than as a standalone cooking
surface. When used as part of a bonded construction, it delivers its
heat conduction benefits without food contact concerns.
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New Study Reveals
We Still Pick Our
Friends the Same
Way Cavemen Did

e may be in the midst of a loneliness epidemic, but
W it also seems like we’ve never had more ways to

meet a new friend, like dating apps that pivoted
into friendship apps and online forums where everyone can
congregate and get to know one another. And yet, according
to a new study, even with all these modern advancements in
finding friends, we still look for the same things in our friends
we did back when we were cavemen: would they make a
good hunter-gatherer?

According to a study published in Evolution and Human Be-
havior by researchers from the University of California, Santa
Barbara, friendship is more than shared hobbies and a similar
sense of humor. We evolved to form long-term bonds with
people who look like they knew what the hell they were do-
ing. We like people who are reliable hunting partners or good
foragers. People who know how to survive.

How Scientists Found Our Caveman Friendship Instincts

To test the idea, the researchers paired up strangers for a
30-minute conversation and later asked them how much
they’d like to be friends. They also ran a second experiment
where participants rated photos of strangers after identifying
their biggest life goal at the moment. You’d think, given all of
our modern obsessions, that the modern person would grav-
itate toward someone who could do some fancy tech stuff,
but participants consistently preferred people who appeared
cooperative, competent, physically dominant, attractive, and
high status, all traits we’ve more or less found useful to us
since we’ve been out-running sabretooth tigers.

Those preferences barely changed based on a participant’s
actual modern-day goals in life. Despite all of your modern
preferences in a person, your brain is still thinking in Stone
Age terms, according to the researchers. We're still looking
for people capable of taking down a mammoth; just now, the
mammoths are more metaphorical than they are literal. Can
you tackle the problems of the modern day with as much verve
and ferociousness as our ancient ancestors once fought tooth
and nail to survive, whether they were hunting for meat or
scouring far and wide for some delicious berries?

All of the stuff like chemistry and shared interests and sense
of humor all still matters. But fundamentally, beneath all of
that, we still have the primal need to be around people who
seem to have a firm grasp on things. People like people who
have their shit together.
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5 Hair Oils That
Could Be Making
Your Dandruff Worse

air Oils That Worsen Dandruff: Oiling has long
H been a part of traditional hair care in India and

across the globe. However, not all problems have
the same solution. So, when you start finding flakes on
your shoulders, hair oiling might be the best solution.
Contrary to popular assumption, dandruff is not simply
caused by a dry scalp.

Why Do Some Hair Qils Trigger Dandruff and Scalp Issues?
Dandruff is usually associated with Malassezia, a type of yeast
which normally occurs on the scalp. Malassezia feeds on oils
from the scalp, so putting too much oil may contribute to a
greasy scalp, which makes it itchier and more irritated. So, when
you already have an oily scalp, applying thick and more than
enough oil will just make matters worse because it traps dead
skin and sweat. According to thedailyjagran.

5 Hair Oils That Worsen Dandruff and What to Use Instead
The solution to moisturise your hair with thick oils might wors-
en your hair health. They add to the oil buildup on your scalp,
and that is how oiling may exacerbate the problem. Therefore,
let’s take a look at 5 oils to avoid and better alternatives for a
healthier scalp.

1. Coconut Oil

Coconut oil is an effective moisturizer and a great remedy for
dry hair but the excessive application of the oil on the person
battling dandruff can cause more flakes to appear on their scalp.
The oil captures the dead skin, perspiration and dirt and dimin-
ishes the amount of air which gets to the scalp.

2. Olive Oil:

Olive oil has a thick and rich texture; while it manages perfectly
with the dry ends of hair, the oil isn’t the best option for oily or
itching scalp. Since it can leave a greasy buildup, it can stimulate
the growth of Malassezia and cause increased itchiness on the
scalp, unless carefully washed out.

3. Castor Oil:

Castor oil is a thick and viscous oil is often presented to be
suitable for hair growth but can easily build up on the scalp,
blocking hair follicles, and gluing dandruff flakes together. This
can also lead to irritation and issues with cleansing the scalp
properly.

4. Mustard Oil:

Mustard oil heats up and contains several chemicals that cause
sensitivity to the inflamed scalp. For this reason, if you have
redness, itching, or dandruff already, mustard oil application
may worsen the inflammation that already exists and make you
feel worse, especially when applied often.

5. Scented Or Herbal Hair Oils:

Many herbal oils available are made with synthetic fragranc-
es, essential oils, and different plant oils. Even though these
substances seem natural, they can be a threat to allergy-prone
people or individuals suffering from sensitive scalp issues. They
can face more redness, itching, and flaking, and may confuse it
with the worsening of their dandruff.
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IS IT MONEY, ORI IS IT VALUES?

Sawsan al-Shaer

he homelessness crisis in
T Britain has worsened sig-

nificantly, reaching record
levels. Around 4,793 people are
sleeping rough on the streets in
England alone, while estimates
by charities point to hundreds of
thousands of people experiencing
homelessness in its various forms.
These are the latest figures, cited
by British Prime Minister Andy
Burnham, who has outlined plans
to provide a route off the streets
for those sleeping rough by Christ-
mas, as part of efforts to curb
homelessness nationwide.

The report cited several reasons
for the worsening crisis, including
record rental prices and rising living
costs, a severe shortage of available
social housing, as well as econom-
ic pressures and increasing break-
down within family households. In
my view, these factors would not
have created such a problem had
there been a social solidarity sys-
tem similar to those found in our
Gulf countries.

We take pride, thank God, in the
fact that there are no homeless
people sleeping on the streets in
any Gulf country, nor even tents set
up for anyone to spend the night
in. This is not because there are
no refugees or foreign residents,
nor because there are no poor or
low-income citizens. Quite the con-
trary. The Gulf countries are home
to millions of foreigners from every
part of the world, East and West.
We also have millions of Arab resi-
dents from countries facing severe
conflicts that force their citizens to
emigrate, and many of them live in
the Gulf.

The total number of foreigners and
migrant workers in the Gulf Cooper-

ation Council countries exceeds 26
million, out of a regional population
of more than 63 million. Expatriates
constitute the overwhelming ma-
jority of the population in countries
such as the UAE and Qatar, while
their proportions vary across the
other countries. Yet all of them are
treated with dignity and respect.
They have jobs, their children at-
tend schools, and no one goes hun-
gry or loses their home among us.

In any of the six Gulf countries,
you cannot pass by someone lying
on the ground or by the roadside
and simply walk past without con-
cern. This is not due solely to the
financial means, prosperity, and oil
resources enjoyed by the peoples
of the region. The main reason this
phenomenon has been prevented
from taking root lies primarily in
the “system of values” shared by
the peoples of this region, whose
roots and origins are similar across
all six countries, whether religious
or customary. What our faith has
taught us, together with the cus-
toms and traditions we have inher-
ited, including the principle that
no one among us should go hun-
gry when we have the means to

share with them, has reinforced a
system of social solidarity in which
no person is left without support,
regardless of that person’s sex, re-
ligion, or status in the country, and
without distinction between citizen
and resident.

Arab customs and Islamic values
have created a unique system of
social solidarity. These values have
been evident in every crisis and di-
saster that has struck the region,
whether wars or pandemics such as
COVID-19. In each case, the human
being has been the central concern,
with the right to protection and
care upheld without discrimination
based on sex, religion, or race.
Our countries have not limited their
care to those living within their bor-
ders. The helping hands of the Gulf
states have extended far beyond
them, with their humanitarian as-
sistance accounting for more than
21 percent of total global aid. The
GCC-Stat has announced that the
total value of relief and humanitar-
ian aid provided by the Gulf Coop-
eration Council countries reached
$6.1 billion, placing the GCC states
at the forefront of humanitarian
action worldwide.
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er brings a lot of focus back on

their health. They start thinking
about cholesterol, fitness and blood
pressure. They start taking the gym
seriously and make sure to get the
cardio in as well. Yet, in all of this plan-
ning and execution too, one organ of
the body often gets far less attention.
While everyone focus on building abs
and retaining the muscle, the kidneys
take a hit. And because kidney illness-
es and diseases build up gradually
rather than showing up immediately,
doctors say many men do not realise
that there is even a problem, until it
is too late and significant damage has
already occurred. According to Times
Now News.

F or most men, the age 40 mark-

“Kidney disease is often called a silent
condition because symptoms may be
absent or very mild in the early stages,”
says Dr. Bhanu Mishra, Consultant Ne-
phrologist at Fortis Hospital, Shalimar
Bagh. “That is why awareness and regular
health screening become especially im-
portant after the age of 40.” The kidneys
have several vital functions to perform
that is way it is known as a multitasking
organ of the body. The kidneys remove
waste products from the blood, maintain
the body’s fluid balance, regulate elec-
trolytes such as potassium and sodium
and also help in controlling blood sugar
level. When the kidney function in the
body begins to decline, the effects can
show up in unexpected ways.

What Symptoms Should One Look Out

For?
Changes in urination pattern and colour
often show up as one of the earliest
clues. And naturally, one of the first signs
that men should pay attention to is a no-
ticeable change in the urination patterns.
This may include having to wake up re-
peatedly at night to urinate, noticing that
urine appears foamy, dark, tea-co-
loured, or blood-tinged or
passing unusually small
or large amounts

of urine as well. j
“Urinary changes
should never be
dismissed as sim-
ply getting older,”
Dr. Mishra explains.
“Foamy urine may indi-
cate protein loss, while blood
in the urine always requires
medical evaluation.”

Another concerning symp-
tom is swelling, as it can sig-
nal fluid retention. Healthy
kidneys are tasked with
removing excess fluid from
the body, basically draining
it away. When the kidneys
are not functioning prop-
erly, the fluid may begin
to accumulate in the tis-
sues. Swelling happens
in the feet, hands, ankles
and around the eyes
and can therefore be an
important warning sign,
particularly if it devel-
ops without an obvious

=

cause such as a sudden injury or after
prolonged standing.

One may also feel constantly
fatigued if kidneys are
affected or not func-
tioning properly.
Constant tiredness
doesn’t always mean
just a busy lifestyle.
Persisent low levels of
energy and difficulty in
concentrating can of-
ten be dismissed as or-
dinary things but they
are overlooked symp-
toms of kidney disease.
As kidney function de-
clines, waste products
can build up in the
bloodstream and this
can affect the overall
well-being and mental
clarity as well. Some
people also happen to
express nausea, loss
of appetite, muscle
cramps or unexplained
itching in the body.

Another factor is where blood
pressure comes into the pic-
ture. High blood pressure
deserves special attention
because it is both a cause and
also a consequence of kidney
disease. Damaged kidneys can
also eventually contribute to
rising blood pressure, while
uncontrolled hyperten-

sion can further injure the kidneys, creat-
ing a harmful cycle. “Men with hyperten-
sion, diabetes, obesity, kidney stones or
a family history of kidney disease should
be particularly vigilant,” says Dr. Mishra.
“These conditions significantly increase
the risk of chronic kidney disease.”

Why Kidney Screening Matters After 40?
That is because early kidney disease may
produce few symptoms, routine screen-
ing is often the best way to detect prob-
lems before they become serious. Just
simple routine blood tests that measure
kidney function and urine tests that can
check for protein or blood are enough to
identify abnormalities long before com-
plications develop. Doctors also recom-
mend some simple steps and practices
like maintaining a healthy weight, avoid-
ing smoking, controlling blood sugar lev-
els, exercising regularly, checking blood
pressure regularly and using painkillers
only when directed. Frequent or unnec-
essary use of pain-relieving medications
can place additional strain on the kid-
neys. “Do not self-diagnose persistent
symptoms,” Dr. Mishra advises. “If you
notice unusual urination, swelling, un-
explained fatigue, blood in the urine or
persistent pain, the safest step is to con-
sult a healthcare professional promptly.”

The most important message for men
over 40 is that kidney disease rarely an-
nounces itself dramatically. Paying atten-
tion to subtle changes, and not dismissing
them as part of normal ageing, can make
the difference between early treatment
and irreversible kidney damage.

Dr. Ali Nasser
nternal Medicine , Board Certifie
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Nissan Made a
New Electric SUV
Cheaper Than Its
Cheap One

el that will grow the automaker’ new energy

vehicle lineup in China. The electrified SUV
will slot in below the larger NX8, borrowing a lightly
reworked design language along with the brand’s
newest tech. According to Carscoops.

D ongfeng Nissan has unveiled the NX7, a mod-

The Nissan NX7 retains the sleek curves of the NX8 but
some of its features have been evolved. The centerpiece
is a fresh take on split LED headlights, positioned on ei-
ther side of a grille-less nose that carries an illuminated
Nissan badge. Up top, the daytime running lights drop
the full-width LED bar seen on earlier models, and the
lower clusters wear a plainer shape.

Other highlights includes a sculpted hood, semi-en-
closed door handles, and the lack of plastic cladding
around the wheel arches. The rear end loos familiar
with slim full-width LED taillights but the NX7 has a dis-
tinct C-pillar with dark trim connecting the rear quarter
windows with the rear glass.

A roof-mounted LiDAR unit and additional sensors point
to a fairly sophisticated ADAS setup. On size, the NX7
likely lands somewhere between the 183-inch (4,648
mm) Rogue / X-Trail and the 191.7-inch (4,870 mm)
NX8.

Dongfeng Nissan didn’t get into specifics, but the NX7
will likely ride on its local Tianyan NEV architecture
which already underpins the N6 and N7 sedans and
the NX8 SUV. The latter is available with electric and
range-extender powertrains with a FWD layout and
CATL-sourced lithium-iron phosphate batteries.

Pricing stays under wraps, though it will land below the
NX8 and its ¥149,900 ($22,200) starting figure. The au-
tomaker also hasn’t confirmed whether the NX7 stays
exclusive to China or eventually follows other locally
built models abroad.
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Al-Enabled Cheating
Threatens the Future
of University-Level
Distance Learning

rtificial intelligence threatens to undermine online
A education—a rapidly growing sector for colleges and

universities—as professors struggle to combat a rising
wave of technology-enabled cheating.

In traditional classrooms, many educators have shifted to oral presentations
and handwritten exams in an attempt to curb the misuse of this unregulated
technology. However, implementing such strategies is far more challenging
online—a sector that has seen significant growth; for instance, more than
half of U.S. university students enrolled in at least one online course last year,
compared to roughly one-third in 2019. According to Al-Arab newspaper.

In many online courses—ranging from community colleges to prestigious
global universities—students may never meet their professors or peers, not
even via video. These courses are typically self-paced and feature pre-record-
ed lectures—a model known as asynchronous learning—with assignments
and exams submitted electronically.

While some institutions rely entirely on online education, an increasing num-
ber of traditional universities are expanding their online program offerings. In
some instances, students can earn full degrees online, while in others, they
take individual courses.

Against this backdrop, Al-enabled cheating is accelerating rapidly, moving
far beyond the simple copy-pasting of essays or problem sets generated by
chatbots. Al tools now allow students to outsource an entire semester’s worth
of coursework. With simple commands—such as “log in and complete my
exam”—a student can deploy a digital proxy to act on their behalf. These
systems allow students to watch lecture videos, take exams, write research
papers, and communicate with peers to discuss reading assignments.
Questions have long been raised about whether degrees from online pro-
grams hold the same value as those earned at traditional universities. How-
ever, policymakers and education leaders have spent two decades promoting
online education as a tool for equity—one that enables non-traditional stu-
dents, such as those from low-income households, to study whenever and
wherever it suits them. Many students say that online study makes earning
a degree easier.

Yet now, easy access to artificial intelligence is deepening concerns regarding
the most accessible forms of higher education, just as many students grapple
with the academic fallout of the pandemic and question whether they possess
the skills needed to succeed in university.

In interviews, instructors across the country described an unsettling feeling
that artificial intelligence had infiltrated their digital classrooms. Karen Costa,
who has spent nearly 20 years teaching online courses, initially paid little heed
to discussions about how Al might impact higher education.

However, she noted that last year she saw a “flood” of Al-generated work
from her students.

Costa—who earned an advanced graduate degree through an asynchronous
program at Northeastern University—recalled wondering: “Am | interact-
ing with automated programs here?” Kimber Peters, an online instructor
at Southern University, sometimes notices telltale signs in student submis-
sions—such as formal essays that use the second-person pronoun “you,” a
common trait of Al-generated content—suggesting they were written by a
chatbot.

Edward Gray, who has taught online courses at various universities for de-
cades, points to another indicator: when a student submits a “highly polished
research paper that cites sources that weren’t even required.”
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5 Simple Time-Management Ac-
tivities for Elementary Kids

anaging time for kids is as over-
M whelming as it is for adults. When

it comes to kids, it’s no surprise
why they sometimes struggle to get things
done. Among homework, playtime, and
family activities, time seems to be actually
flying. However, fortunately, with effective
time management skills, you help your kids
save time in a fun and engaging way.

In fact, according to a survey, kids who have
essential time management skills have 20
percent higher chances of performing better
academically. And 15 percent less chance of
getting stressed. Read this article to explore
some simple time management activities for
elementary kids. according to schoolkids.

Daily Planner Challenge

One of the basics to teach your child is to help
them prioritize tasks and stay organized. It’s
simple! Just sit with your kid and create a col-
orful daily planner. You can use stickers, doo-
dles, or drawings to make the planner even
more engaging. Besides, consider assigning
spaces for homework, chores, or reading
time and let your child decorate it their way.
This planner can be used to set daily goals,
including completing tasks along with a fun
free time to make the challenge quite better.

Time Treasure Hunt

This is another time management activity
that can help kids who need help staying fo-
cused on a task. It turns everyday chores
into a challenge against time. You can sim-
ply challenge your child to finish cleaning
their room or organizing their school bag
before dinner. Using a timer actually
helps make any activity engaging. If

your child needs some motivation to

them little rewards
for completing the
tasks. It could
also be an extra
10 minutes of

start, that’s easy too. You can give ‘f‘

screen time | Py ¢
or their favor- 3
ite treat. I'. \ Y

-
#' :
= S

To-Do Lists

If you think making to-do lists is boring, well,
it’s not. This activity lets kids use their creativ-
ity while planning their day. . Just give them
some colorful paper and markers and see
them designing their own list. Not just writ-
ing tasks, you can even ask them to draw pic-
tures showing each task. To make this activity
even more engaging, let your kid use stickers
or stamps to mark completed tasks. This list
will eventually give your little one a sense of
achievement when a task is done.

Bedtime Countdown
Bedtime routine with kids is often chaotic.
However, this activity will make it smooth
and fun. Help your child break parts, such as
10 minutes for brushing teeth, 15 minutes for
storytime, and so on. You can use a clock or
timer to track the tasks. Why not turn boring
bedtime routines into nightitme stories and
tell your little one ‘You need to defeat the late
night monster by finishing all the tasks before
8pm. This approach eventually makes bedtime
fun for both parents and kids alike.
Weekend Scheduler Game
Planning weekends together is another ef-
fective way to teach kids about balancing re-
sponsibilities with relaxation. You can sit with
your child and brainstorm activities they love
doing at the start of the weekend. Write these
into slips and put them on a wall so
your child can decide the order.
This activity will help your little
one understand how planning
ahead can make weekends stress-

o .
- free and productive.

. Takeaway
2 | Teaching kids time man-
) *_" agement doesn’t need to

feel like a lesson. With a
few simple activities, you
are actually helping them
develop healthy habits
for a lifetime. After time

management is not al-
ways a reflection of

getting things done

but about saving
time for things that
truly matter.
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Five things you should
never do when working
out in a heatwave

s soon as a heatwave arrives, you might notice a slump
in your energy levels and motivation to stick to a reg-

ular workout routine.

Our performance can be significantly impacted by high temperatures, and many
of us can feel drained or struggle to find inspiration to exercise.

However, if you're looking to maintain consistency, here are five mistakes to
avoid when exercising in the heat, alongside practical tips on how to prepare
safely for your next summer workout. According to The Independent.

1. Going too hard, too soon

Some people might benefit from adjusting the intensity and volume of their
workouts during periods of hot weather.

“Don’t assume that you can necessarily perform at exactly the same level as if
the temperature was 10-15 degrees lower, so try to avoid starting too hard,”
says personal trainer Luis Tibbles, co-owner at Tibbs Fitness and head coach
at FLATOUT.

“Give yourself the opportunity to allow your heart rate to gradually increase
rather than jumping straight into something quite intense.”

2. Exercising during peak mid-afternoon heat

“For many people living in the UK, when we do experience a heatwave of be-
tween 30 and 35 degrees, you might want to avoid working out in the middle
part of the day where we see the hottest temperatures,” says Tibbles.
“Instead, you might benefit from training first thing in the morning or waiting
until later in the evening when temperatures have cooled down.

“If you are planning to train early in the morning, it's really important to make
sure that you do a lot of hydration and fuelling the day before, and it would
also be beneficial to give yourself some time in the morning to get some fluids
onboard.”

However, the head coach recognises that some people are less affected by the
midday heat than others.

“Some people cope very well with higher temperatures and have a level of
tolerance and acclimatisation to it,” says Tibbles. “For example, people that
live in hotter climates all year-round would probably find working out in the
middle of the day fine.”

3. Only drinking water during your workouts

“If you're only hydrating during the workout, it’s almost too late because it's
likely that the body will already be dehydrated,” says Tibbles.

“Therefore, during these hotter months, try to stay on top of your hydration
levels 24 hours a day, seven days a week, because you want to make sure that
your electrolyte stores are full and are not depleted going into training.

“I would recommend drinking at least around two to four litres of water per day
and for those that do sweat excessively and are training for longer durations
use electrolytes as well.”

4. Eating before you get the chance to cool down

“If you've just done a 90-minute run outside in 30 degrees heat, for example,
give your body a bit of time to start to cool down and let your heart rate start
to drop a little bit, and then you can start to get more fluids on board,” advises
the head coach.

“Once the body feels back to a more regulated temperature, then look at get-
ting some food on board.”

5. Ignoring warning signs

“If you're experiencing an unusual amount of dizziness or start to feel nau-
seous, sick or faint, that would be an immediate sign to slow down and stop
exercising,” recommends Tibbles. “Sit down and try and let the body recover.
“Similarly, if you feel like you are overheating massively and are sweating ex-
cessively and are unable to replenish through hydration, don’t ignore that.”
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Astronomers discov-
er a giant, rocky ‘me-
ga-Earth’ 23 times more
massive than our planet

stronomers have discovered an unusually mas-
sive, dense exoplanet that challenges conven-
tional ideas about how rocky planets form.

Called GJ 523b, the exoplanet is about 2.5 times wider than Earth but
packs roughly 23 times our planet’s mass into that relatively compact
size. Worlds this large and dense are sometimes referred to as “me-
ga-Earths,” an informal term for unusually massive, predominantly
rocky planets. According to Space.

GJ 523b’s high density suggests it contains relatively little atmosphere
despite being large enough that astronomers would normally expect
it to have accumulated a substantial gaseous envelope, according to
a statement from the University of Wisconsin—-Madison.

“This isn’t what we expected at all,” Max Kroft, lead author of the
study, said in the statement. “Dense planets like this aren’t uncom-
mon, but they’re usually small rocky planets similar to Earth or Mer-
cury. This planet is two and a half times bigger than the Earth.”

GJ 523b was initially identified as a candidate by NASA’s Transiting
Exoplanet Survey Satellite (TESS), which searches for periodic dips in
starlight caused when planets cross, or transit, their host stars. Re-
searchers followed up with observations from the ground-based WIYN
3.5-meter Telescope at Kitt Peak National Observatory in Arizona, us-
ing a spectrograph to measure the planet’s gravitational tug on its star.
Combining those observations, the team calculated that GJ 523b has
a mass about 23.5 times that of Earth, a radius 2.55 times larger
and a density of about 126.82 grams per cubic inch. It circles its star
every 17.75 days. The planetary system is also relatively young, at
an estimated nearly 170 million years old, according to the study.
That combination of size, mass and youth poses a puzzle for planet
formation models. Planets begin by building cores of rock and metal,
which can then pull in hydrogen and helium from the disk of gas and
dust surrounding a young star. In our own solar system, giant planets
such as Jupiter and Saturn are thought to have begun rapidly accu-
mulating their massive gaseous envelopes once their growing cores
reached roughly 20 times Earth’s mass.

GJ 523b is already about 23 times Earth’s mass, putting it beyond
that threshold. Yet instead of developing into a gas-rich world, its
unusually high density suggests it has relatively little gas and remains
predominantly rocky — raising the question of why it followed such
a different path.

“The question is, why didn’t this planet do that, if it’s 20 times the
size of Earth?” Kroft said in the statement.

One possibility is that GJ 523b initially formed with a thick atmosphere
that was later stripped away. Another is that it formed through a
collision between two planets, creating a larger rocky world while
blasting much of their gaseous envelopes into space, according to
the statement.

Astronomers have used the term “mega-Earth” for more than a de-
cade to describe exceptionally massive rocky worlds, though it has
never represented a formally established class of exoplanets. Finding
more examples like GJ 523b could help reveal whether these unusual
worlds are rare exceptions or part of a broader population.

“It's hard to infer things about planet formation in general from a
sample size of one,” Kroft said in the statement. “We're not going to
get to 10,000 of these overdense planets, but if we can get to 20 or
30, maybe some trends might pop out.”

The findings have been submitted to The Astronomical Journal and
are currently available on the preprint server arXiv and have not yet
been peer reviewed.
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Climate crisis-driven
heat intensifies Europe’s
drought, scientists say

2026 drought by increasing heat-driven evaporation

that dried out soils and depleted water resources, ac-
cording to a scientific analysis released by the World Weather
Attribution (WWA) group.

H uman-caused climate change intensified Europe’s

The study found that while rainfall deficits contributed to drought conditions
across Europe, exceptionally high temperatures played a major role by increas-
ing the atmosphere’s demand for moisture, accelerating evaporation from riv-
ers, lakes, soils, and vegetation. According to Anadolu.

Researchers said climate change has shifted drought patterns in Europe, with
rising temperatures increasingly becoming a key driver of agricultural and eco-
logical drought.

“We now see an enhanced tendency for unusual soil drying already in spring,
before summer has even begun,” said Dominik Schumacher, a scientist at ETH
Zurich and one of the study’s authors.

“That is our own doing: as temperatures climb, the atmosphere’s thirst increas-
es quickly, sucking moisture out of rivers, lakes, reservoirs and the soil. If you
have increasingly hot air, it will suck the soils dry,” he said.

The analysis found that in western Europe, April-June soil moisture deficits
similar to those recorded this year have become about five times more likely
because of climate change, while the highly evaporative atmospheric conditions
that intensified the drought have become about 80 times more likely.

In eastern Europe, January-June soil moisture deficits have become about 11
times more likely, while exceptionally high evaporative conditions are estimated
to be around 40 times more likely than in a climate without human-induced
warming.

The researchers said climate change has also increased the severity of drought
conditions by raising potential evapotranspiration, meaning rainfall deficits that
previously would not have caused severe drought now result in much drier soils.
The study said the drought has already had widespread consequences across
Europe, including severe pressure on agriculture, water supplies, river trans-
port, and energy production.

France is expected to record its worst maize harvest in 50 years, while more
than 1 million hectares of maize have been lost in Romania, according to the
report.

The researchers also pointed to intensifying wildfire conditions across western
Europe, particularly in Spain and France.

More than 10,000 people were evacuated overnight from the tourist area of
Cap-Ferret in France’s Gironde department after a wildfire burned over 2,000
hectares, according to local authorities.

Schumacher said the combination of a relatively wet start to the year followed
by extreme heat had created favorable conditions for large wildfires.
“Conditions starting off fairly wet and then transitioning to very, very dry are
the prime ingredients for an extreme fire season, because more vegetation can
grow and then burn later on,” he said.

Mariam Zachariah, a researcher at Imperial College London and a member
of the WWA study team, warned that the current drought conditions could
become even more frequent if global temperatures continue to rise.

“What’s most alarming is that these conditions are occurring at 1.4C of warm-
ing,” she said.

“If global emissions push temperatures up to 2.8C as predicted, these intense
evaporative conditions could double in likelihood. Without rapid, aggressive
emissions cuts, Europe is heading for a future where these scorching, dry sum-
mers happen time and time again,” Zachariah added.
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Tourist fined $5,000 for waking a polar bear

tourist has been fined for blowing a
whistle that woke a polar bear in Nor-
way'’s Svalbard archipelago.

According to local officials, the incident occurred
in early August when a ship was navigating a
fjord off the northeast coast of Svalbard, Norway.

“The people on board reportedly spotted a po-
lar bear sleeping on land. One person on board
then used the ship’s fog horn, waking the animal,
and it moved to another location,” the territory’s
governor said.

The Governor’s office requested that the individ-
ual pay a fine of 50,000 kroner (approximately
$5,300), which the individual agreed to. The
individual’s identity and nationality were not
disclosed.

Local authorities have issued a regulation “strict-

ly prohibiting disturbing, attracting, or chasing
polar bears unless absolutely necessary.”

Geoff York, Vice President of Research and Policy
at Polar Bears International, said: “The bears rest
during the ice-free summer months . With few
sources of high-fat calories, they often choose to
weather the food shortage with very long naps
and very little movement.”

He added: “Disturbing bears at this time of year
could have a more serious impact on their sur-
vival or potential reproductive ability, especially
if it’s a pregnant or nursing female bear. This is
because they would be expending unnecessary
calories.”

Polar bears were protected in Svalbard in 1972.
An estimated 3,000 polar bears live in the Sval-
bard area and the Barents Sea, a marginal sea
of the Arctic Ocean located between Norwegian
and Russian waters.
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United Community Housing Lakeshore Legal Aid: Amaliad il dacluall
@ Coalition: 313-725-4560 @ 888-783-8190 1a ia gl

UCHCDetroit.org '
help@uchcdetroit.org

LakeshorelLegalAid.org
probono@lakeshorelegalaid.org

WayneCountyMl.gov/treasurer | 313-224-5990

FROM THE OFFICE OF

WAYNE COUNTY TREASURER ERIC R. SABREE

ASSISTANCE

Are you facing foreclosure and need assistance in starting a
Wayne County probate court case because a property is in the
name of a deceased family member?

CONTACT ONE OF OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS:

UCHCDetroit.org
help@uchcdetroit.org

% Call today and
“3 get the help

|\ you need. We are
B> here to help!

@ United Community Housing Coalition: 313-725-4560

Lakeshore Legal Aid: 888-783-8190
LakeshorelLegalAid.org

probono@lakeshorelegalaid.org

WayneCountyMI.gov/treasurer e 313-224-5990



