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WAYNE COUNTY TREASURER'’S OFFICE
WAYNE COUNTY TREASURER

Property Tax Payment Plans are Available Now!

Interest Reduction Stipulates Payment Agreement (IRSPA)

This payment plan reduces the interest rate from 18% to 6% per year for eligible taxpayers. To sign
up, you must own and live in your home, and have a Principal Residence Exemption (PRE) and ID
that proves residency.

Stipulated Payment Agreement (SPA)

Available to everybody, this plan allows a taxpayer to pay taxes pursuant to a payment schedule.
The plan will avoid foreclosure provided that payments are submitted per the agreed upon
schedule.

Distressed Owner Occupant Extension (DOOE)

This program is not available to everyone. If you own and live in the property, and are suffering
financial hardship, you may qualify for this program. Proof of ownership, occupancy, and hardship
are required.

Pay As You Stay Payment Agreement (PAYSPA)

Only for taxpayers who live in a community that opted into the PAYS program, have applied for the Poverty

Tax Exemption (PTE) at their local assessor’s office and were approved. Once notified by your local Assessor's
office and deemed eligible, our office will mail you a notification letter with your Reduced Amount Due. You
will have the option of paying a lump sum (additional 10% off) or enrolling into a PAYSPA.

For more information, Email Many of these plans are available
wctopaymentplans@waynecountymi.gov

online at
or call
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US judge orders Chi-
cago immigration of-
ficers to wear body
cams amid protests

Chicago area to start wearing body cameras following incidents
where agents deployed tear gas and used other aggressive tac-
tics against protesters. According to Anatolia.

AUS federal judge on ordered federal immigration officers in the

Judge Sara L. Ellis issued the ruling in a Chicago courtroom after
recent clashes between immigration agents and residents on the
city’s Southeast Side, during which agents reportedly used tear gas
and other chemical weapons, USA Today reported.

The decision follows Ellis’ temporary restraining order on Oct. 9 that
restricted the use of non-lethal weapons by immigration officers
against civilians.

Ellis expressed deep concern over recent events, saying she was
“profoundly concerned about what has been happening over the
last week, since | entered this order,” according to the Chicago Sun-
Times. “I live in Chicago, if folks haven't noticed. And I'm not blind.
... | tend to get news,” she added.

The federal court’s decision comes in the midst of President Don-
ald Trump’s Operation Midway Blitz, an immigration enforcement
crackdown in the Chicago area that the administration claims tar-
gets “the worst of the worst” criminal immigrants.

Ellis’ Oct. 16 order modifies a previous ruling from Oct. 9 issued
in response to a lawsuit by clergy, protesters, and journalists who
claimed federal agents unjustly used chemical weapons on dem-
onstrators outside a suburban immigration facility. One notable
incident referenced was a widely shared video showing a federal
agent firing a pepper ball at local pastor Rev. David
Black’s head.

The site has become a focal point for protests,
where agents have used about $100,000 worth
of non-lethal weapons to stop “rioters” from
disrupting immigration enforcement, Trump
administration attorney Eric Hamilton re-
portedly said during an Oct. 9 hearing
on deploying National Guard troops
to the area.

In court filings, Ellis stated that
the use of chemical weapons
likely “constituted excessive
force” and described the attack
on Black as an “unprovoked
use of force.”

The initial court order, cov-
ering the entire Chicago area,
requires agents to wear identi-
fication and to give two warnings
before using chemical weapons.
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Trump commutes 7-year
prison sentence of former
congressman George Santos

S President Donald Trump announced that he commut-
U ed the prison sentence of former New York congress-

man George Santos, according to media reports.
Santos was convicted last year after pleading guilty to charges of commit-
ting wire fraud and aggravated identity theft. Prosecutors said his actions
were part of a years-long scheme, which Santos used to prey upon the
campaign finance system and his own Republican party, donors and fam-
ily members to enrich himself.
according to Anadolu Agency.
Santos was sentenced in April
to more than seven years in
prison.
Trump said he signed commu-
tation papers that would im-
mediately release Santos from
prison.
"George has been in solitary
confinement for long stretches
of time and, by all accounts, has
been horribly mistreated," Trump posted on his Truth Social platform.
"Therefore, | just signed a Commutation, releasing George Santos from
prison, IMMEDIATELY. Good luck George, have a great life!"
A senior White House official told news outlets that the president decided
to commute Santos's sentence after "many people wrote to him about it."
"The reach-outs on this that President Trump got were overwhelming,"
another White House official told reporters. "He heard from so many peo-
ple, and in recent days he decided it was the right decision. It’s his call,
and he made it."
Santos began his sentence in July at a federal facility in the state of New
Jersey, where reports indicated that he had been locked up in solitary
confinement.
Santos unexpectedly rose to prominence after winning a congressional
seat in 2022. But his term in Congress was the subject of scandals and
scrutiny, including reports that he made up parts of his resume and the
subsequent wire fraud and identity theft charges.

Trump refiles $15 bin lawsuit
against NYT after judge’s dismissal

S President Donald Trump refiled a defamation lawsuit
U against The New York Times and several of its reporters,

accusing the daily of trying to undermine his 2024 cam-
paign and tarnish his reputation as a businessman.

The new 40-page filing follows a federal judge’s decision last month to
dismiss Trump's original 85-page complaint for being overly verbose and
filled with “vituperation and in-
vective.” Judge Steven D. Mer-
ryday had given Trump’s legal
team 28 days to submit a more
concise version. According to
Anadolu Agency.

“These breaches of journalistic
ethics are further proven by the
Times’ enthusiastic aiding and
abetting of the partisan effort
to falsely link Russian interfer-
ence to President Trump's vic-
tory in the 2016 Presidential Election,” the new complaint reads, calling
it “one of the most profoundly disturbing criminal political scandals in
American history.”

The lawsuit seeks $15 billion in damages and also names Penguin Random
House, which published a book about Trump by New York Times reporters
Susanne Craig and Russ Buettner.

A New York Times spokeswoman, quoted by the outlet, said that the suit
“has no merit” and is “merely an attempt to stifle independent reporting.”
Trump’s legal team vowed to “continue to hold the Fake News account-
able,” according to a statement by his attorneys to Washington-based
newspaper The Hill.
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Meet Bushra Amiwala, a young Muslim American wom-
an vying for lllinois congressional seat

ushra Amiwala is running in a
B crowded field to represent a Chi-

cago district in the US House of
Representatives.

She spoke with The New Arab about her run
for office, what it's like running in the era of
Donald Trump, and why she thinks she's ready
for Congress.

The 27-year-old daughter of Pakistani immi-
grants is running against a growing roster of
candidates—at least 15—to fill the seat of
veteran Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky,
who will be retiring at the end of her term at
the age of 82, in lllinois’ 9th District, one of
the most progressive in the country.

"In a Democratic primary election, when it’s
one of the most progressive districts in the
country, there’s not much stark contrast be-
tween policy platform and positionality," she
said, describing Schakowsky as having "big
shoes" to fill.

"That being said, | have one of the most inno-
vative platforms," she said.

She is running on a platform of universal
healthcare (noting health insurance as one
of the largest corporate lobby groups); sup-
porting immigration with a clear path to citi-
zenship; promoting equality of school districts
through federal funding (redirected from part
of the defence budget); raising the minimum
wage; and prioritising humanitarian aid over
military aid.

What sets her apart, she believes, is her ex-
perience and deep roots in the community.
Since being elected to the Board of Education
in 2019, a position she continues to serve, she
has helped bring mandated halal, kosher and
vegetarian meals to public institutions in Illi-
nois; she has helped a family navigate an ICE
detention, thanks to her community roots

and fluency in Spanish; and she boycotted
the 2024 Democratic National Convention
over Joe Biden's support of Israel's genocide
of Gaza.

The slogan on her campaign website says,
"A fresh perspective from a familiar face,"
which seems to
sum up her pitch
as someone born
and raised in the
area who wants
to take bold steps
to implement pro-
gressive policies.
Before entering
the race, she con-
ducted a survey
of residents and
found that many
were interested in
seeing her run for
office. So far, she
has the endorse-
ment of the Cook
County Latino
Democrats and of
former Congress-
woman Marie
Newman.
Amiwala is part of
a surge of young
progressive can-
didates entering
2026 political races amid growing discontent
with the status quo.

Among the other candidates vying for the
seat is Kat Abughazaleh, a 26-year-old daugh-
ter of a Palestinian immigrant and a social me-
dia influencer whose research has focused on
right-wing extremism.

District 9, which encompasses Skokie, where

Amiwala grew up, has one of the largest Jew-
ish communities in the country. Schakowsky,
herself Jewish, became known for her critical
positions on US military support for Israel, as
well as progressive stances, such as opposing
the US war in Iraq.

Though Schakow-
sky has long been
popular among

her progressive
constituents and
continues to enjoy
a strong following
among leftists,
particularly for
speaking against
Israel's military
action in Gaza,

the 81-year-old
does not appear to
have the energy to
speak out against
Trump constantly.
Polls have shown
that Democrats
want politicians
who fight harder
against Trump.

For Amiwala, that
fight began in
high school, when
Trump was elected
as president for the
first time.

"l was a senior in high school, and Donald
Trump's entire platform was xenophobia,
Islamophobia, with a side of racism. That’s
really all it was," she said.

"That summer, | worked on a political cam-
paign, and someone on that campaign saw
leadership ability and potential in me that

| didn't see in myself at the time, and they
asked me to run for public office," she said.
During her freshman year of college, she ran
for the Cook County Board of Commission-
ers, losing with around 30% of the vote in
a three-person race. She then won election
to the school board and was re-elected four
years later, this time unopposed. In one of her
first public statements, she announced that
she was refusing PAC (political action commit-
tee) money due to their acceptance of funds
from a soda company.

When she was running for office, her constit-
uents requested halal, kosher, and vegetari-
an meal options at schools. Her testimony on
the importance of these meals became a case
study and led to the lllinois legislature passing
a law requiring these meals.

"For someone who looks like me, | could have
started and stopped with halal, but for me, it's
all about coalition building," she said.

As an elected official, seven days after 7 Oc-
tober, she posted information about Israel's
assault on Gaza.

"I sat down with leaders of the Democratic
Party who told me this is political suicide,"
she recalled. "Some people said what | said
after October 7 will haunt me."

In fact, polls show Americans losing support
for Israel and its military actions in Gaza
while having growing support for Palestinian
human rights. Some studies have indicated
that Kamala Harris could have done better in
the presidential election had she distanced
herself from Joe Biden's support for Israel and
shown more support for Palestinians.

As for speaking out against Trump, she said,
"I've been speaking out against Trump since
| was a teenager, and you'd best believe that
| will continue to speak out against Donald
Trump, even now and today."
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DONATE HERE

EMERGENC

LIFE'S EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM HAS BEEN ON THE
GROUND INSIDE OF GAZA DISTRIBUTING MEDICAL SUPPLIES,
FOOD, AND WARMTH BUT YOUR HELP IS STILL NEEDED
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SUMMIT FOR PEACE
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PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST
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FuII text of the agreement S|gned by Israel and
Hamas to 'end the war' on Gaza

n Egypt hosted the Sharm
O El Sheikh Peace Summit, co-
chaired by Egyptian President
Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi and US President

Donald Trump .

The summit saw participation from Heads
of State and Government representing a
wide array of nations, including: Jordan,
Qatar, Kuwait, Bahrain, Turkey, Indonesia,
Azerbaijan, France, Cyprus, Germany, the
United Kingdom, Italy, Spain, Greece, Ar-
menia, Hungary, Pakistan, Canada, Norway,
Irag, the UAE, Oman, Saudi Arabia, Japan,
the Netherlands, and Paraguay, and India.
Also in attendance were the Secre-
tary-General of the United Nations, the
Secretary-General of the Arab League,
the President of the European Council,
the President of FIFA, and a former Prime
Minister of the United Kingdom.
President Sisi and Trump signed the Sharm
El Sheikh Peace Agreement, a comprehen-
sive document designed to end the war in
the Gaza Strip. Additionally, the leaders of
Qatar and Turkey signed a separate docu-
ment concerning the agreement between
Israel and Hamas.

So, what are the terms of the agreement?
According to egyptindependent.

. Immediate end to hostilities: An

immediate cessation of the war be-
tween Israeli occupation forces and
Palestinian factions in the Gaza Strip.
Phased Israeli withdrawal: Israeli
forces will withdraw to an agreed-up-
on line in preparation for the prisoner
exchange process.

Freezing military operations: All mil-
itary operations, including aerial and
artillery bombardment, will be sus-
pended, and front lines will remain
frozen until the conditions for a full
phased withdrawal are met.

Return of hostages: All hostages,
both living and deceased, shall be
returned.

Palestinian prisoner release: Israel
will release 250 prisoners serving
life sentences, in addition to 1,700
detainees from Gaza arrested after
October 7, 2023, including all women
and children detained in that context.
Exchange of remains: For every
deceased Israeli captive’s body re-
turned, Israel will return the remains
of 15 Palestinians.

Immediate aid flow: Aid will im-
mediately enter Gaza in quantities
no less than those stipulated in the
January 19, 2025, humanitarian aid
agreement. This includes rehabilitat-
ing infrastructure (water, electricity,

sewage), hospitals, and bakeries,
and allowing the entry of necessary
equipment to clear rubble and open
roads.

Aid distribution mechanism: Aid will
be brought in and distributed through
the United Nations and its agencies,
the Red Crescent, and other neutral
international institutions, without in-
terference from either party.

Rafah crossing operation: The open-
ing of the Rafah crossing in both di-
rections will be subject to the same
mechanism applied under the Janu-
ary 19, 2025, agreement.

Economic reconstruction plan: An
economic plan for rebuilding Gaza
will be launched via a committee
of experts who have contributed to
building modern, prosperous cities in
the Middle East. This includes review-
ing all serious investment proposals
that can provide employment oppor-
tunities and hope for Gaza's future.
Special economic zone: A special eco-
nomic zone will be established with
customs preferences and facilitated
access, subject to negotiation with
participating countries.

No forced displacement: No one will
be forced to leave Gaza; those who
wish to leave will be free to return lat-

er, and residents will be encouraged
to remain and participate in building
a new Gaza.

International Stabilization Force: The
United States will work with Arab and
international partners to form an “In-
ternational Stabilization Force” to be
deployed immediately in Gaza. This
force will train and support selected
Palestinian police forces in consulta-
tion with Egypt and Jordan, and will
cooperate with Israel and Egypt to se-
cure borders, prevent weapons smug-
gling, and facilitate the flow of aid.
No Israeli reoccupation/annexation:
Israel will neither occupy nor annex
Gaza. As the International Stabiliza-
tion Force establishes control, Israeli
military forces will withdraw accord-
ing to agreed-upon criteria and a
timeline, though a perimeter securi-
ty presence will remain until Gaza is
guaranteed to be free of any renewed
terrorist threat.

Joint religious dialogue: A joint reli-
gious dialogue based on the values
of tolerance and peaceful coexistence
will be established to change mind-
sets and narratives between Palestin-
ians and Israelis by highlighting the
benefits of peace.
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High school exam results in
Gaza: Joy sweeps through
the rubble and pain

n amid the ruins of destroyed schools and the rub-
O ble of homes across the Gaza Strip, cries of joy and

ululations echoed in celebration of the high school
students who excelled in their final exams.

The results of the Tawjihi (General Secondary Certificate) were an-
nounced at noon on Monday, amid anticipation and fear. That moment
felt like a declaration that life still resists, and education is still alive
despite the blockade, bombardment, power cuts, and loss of internet
access. According to PIC.

A challenge beyond words

Throughout the two years of genocide, students faced unimaginable
hardships from displacement to hunger, from airstrikes to the constant
fear for their loved ones. Yet they persevered and passed their exams
with extraordinary determination and resilience.

Mohammed Al-Shafi’l, 18, one of the successful students from the
Nuseirat refugee camp, said with a trembling voice, “I never imagined
I'd be happy today. Every day | was afraid the exam would be inter-
rupted by bombing or internet outages. Thank God | passed. This is
the happiest moment of my life despite everything.”

Amal Abu Sa’da, mother of two students, cried tears of joy as she
said, “Today’s success isn't just for my son it’s for all of Gaza. Our joy
today equals the destruction we’ve seen... I'm proud of them, proud
that they didn’t give up.”

Saleh Al-Khatib, another student from Khan Yunis, expressed a mix
of happiness and sorrow, “We succeeded, but | can’t feel full joy...
Many of my friends lost their homes or relatives. This happiness is
mixed with tears.”

Between destruction and hope

From destroyed homes and displacement tents, smiles and ululations
rose once again. Moments of hope and joy breaking through the grip
of pain and devastation.

Even among the rubble, students found ways to keep learning; some
sat along shattered walls reviewing their lessons, while makeshift class-
rooms in tents became small spaces filled with hope.

The loudest sound in Gaza that day wasn’t the sound of explosions it
was the sound of ambition and determination, proving that education
lives on, and Gaza's youth are steadfast in building their future no
matter what.

Personal stories spoke of sheer willpower: one girl from Rafah said
she studied by candlelight during power cuts, ignoring the destruction
around her, to prove that the desire to succeed is stronger than all
obstacles. The smiles on the faces of students and their families were
more than fleeting happiness, they were a victory of spirit over pain,
a sign that hope can bloom even in the harshest of times.

After the results: Hope amid ongoing challenges

The Ministry of Education announced plans to conduct a field assess-
ment of schools, teachers, and educational facilities to design urgent
interventions that would help restart education in a stronger and safer
way.

Officials also emphasized that the results came just days after the
ceasefire agreement took effect making this announcement deeply
symbolic, not just as an academic milestone, but as a message to all
the people of Gaza: “We remain. We study. We dream. And we reach
(our goals).”
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Unexploded bombs
pose '‘enormous’ risks
in Gaza, NGO warns

for displaced people returning home during a US-led
ceasefire, the NGO Handicap International warned,
calling for the entry of equipment needed for demining.

U nexploded ordnance in Gaza poses "enormous" risks

"The risks are enormous - an estimated 70,000 tons of explosives have
been dropped on Gaza" since the start of the war, said Anne-Claire
Yaeesh, the organisation's director for the Palestinian territories.
Handicap International specialises in mine clearance and assistance
to victims of anti-personnel mines.

Unexploded ordnance, ranging from undetonated bombs or grenades
to simple bullets, has become a common sight in the Gaza Strip during
the two years of the war, sparked by Hamas's unprecedented attack
on Israel on October 7, 2023.

"The layers of rubble and levels of accumulation are extremely high,"
Yaeesh said.

She warned that the risks are aggravated by the "extremely com-
plex" nature of the environment, due to the limited space in densely
populated urban areas.

In January, the UN's Mine Action Service (UNMAS) estimated that
"5 to 10 percent" of the munitions fired on Gaza had not exploded.
Since then, fighting has continued, with the Israeli army notably
launching a large-scale operation in mid-September in Gaza City.

A ceasefire, the third since the start of the war, came into effect on
Friday in the Gaza Strip.

Contacted by AFP, UNMAS said that due to restrictions imposed over
the past two years, its teams had "not been able to conduct large-
scale survey operations in Gaza", and the agency therefore does not
have "a comprehensive picture of the (explosive ordnance) threat
in the Strip."

Explosive hazards on roads

Nicholas Orr, a former UK military deminer who worked in Gaza for
Handicap International, told AFP in March that he was unable to
obtain permission to conduct bomb disposal in Gaza, as Israeli aerial
surveillance could have mistaken him for a militant attempting to
repurpose unexploded ordnance into weapons.

UNMAS nonetheless stressed that since the ceasefire came into effect
on October 10 requests for technical expertise "have surged", and the
agency has been called upon for "a range of humanitarian missions
including to areas that were previously inaccessible".

In the coming days, "a large part of the efforts will focus on ensuring
the safety of debris management operations" and clearing rubble,
particularly along the roads used by the thousands of displaced peo-
ple returning home.

While the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs said
on that humanitarian workers would "assess key roads for explosive
hazards", UNMAS stated that it has "a limited number of armoured
vehicles on the ground which means that we can only conduct a
certain number of explosive hazard assessments each day".

The United Nations agency also said it had not yet obtained authori-
sation from Israeli authorities to bring in the necessary equipment
for the destruction of unexploded ordnance.

At UNMAS said it had three armoured vehicles "at the border waiting
to enter Gaza, which will allow safer and larger-scale operations".
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From the Office of Wayne County Treasurer - Eric R. Sabree
' sde el
AaSne plal
E15¥19 Likas?)
PROBATE
ASSISTANCE

AaSone plal duady ¢ bt Sla Ll ) Lo g (g yLaall (o o3 AlS e dnl g5 CUS 13
ELSa® (291 5 o 3381 ol Ly Jomisna yLaal Y (a9 Aabolias Ciy¥1g Lilo g
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If you are facing foreclosure and need assistance in starting a Wayne County

Probate Court Case because a property is in the name of a deceased family
member, please contact one of the following community partners for assistance:

Michigan Legal Services: 313-774-1527 | 313-725-4890
United Community Housing Coalition: 313-405-7726
Legal Aid & Defender: 313-967-5800

Omtg dalolie 2 Likuo ot daSiones JLad¥ | ELSqy
B0l ole : 313.224.5706
Contact the Wayne County Probate Court by calling:

313.224.5706
Suke Lol L fpond
We are here to help!
www.Treasurer.WayneCounty.com
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UN chief condemns
Houthi detentions of
organization’s staff
in Yemen

condemns the continued arbitrary detentions
of UN personnel and its partners, as well as the
ongoing unlawful seizure of UN premises and assets in
areas under Houthi control, a UN spokesperson said on.

U N Secretary-General Antonio Guterres strongly

The condemnation came after the Houthi de facto au-
thorities in Yemen detained nine additional UN personnel
recently. According to Xinhua.

With the latest detentions, the total number of arbitrarily
detained UN staff in Yemen since 2021 has risen to 53,
Stephane Dujarric, spokesperson for the UN chief, said
in a statement.

Noting that these actions hinder the United Nations' abil-
ity to operate in Yemen and to deliver critical assistance,
the statement said the secretary-general remains deeply
concerned about the safety and security of UN personnel
in Yemen.

Guterres reiterated his urgent call for the immediate and
unconditional release of all personnel from the United
Nations, non-governmental organizations, civil society
organizations and diplomatic missions, the statement
said. "They must be respected and protected in accor-
dance with applicable international law."

The UN chief also reiterated that UN personnel must
be allowed to independently perform their functions
without hindrance, the statement said, adding that the
premises and assets of the United Nations are inviolable
and must be protected at all times, consistent with the
UN Charter and the Convention on the Privileges and
Immunities of the United Nations.

"The United Nations will continue to work tirelessly, and
through all available channels, to secure the safe and im-
mediate release of all arbitrarily detained personnel, as
well as the return of UN agency offices and other assets,"
the statement noted.

"The secretary-general remains steadfast in the UN com-
mitment to support the people of Yemen and their aspi-
rations for a just and lasting peace," it said.
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Sisi and Burhan Reaffirm Com-
mitment to Quad Mechanism for
Ending Sudan Conflict

the head of Sudan’s Transitional Sover-

eignty Council, Abdel Fattah al-Burhan,
on renewed their support for the “Quad Mech-
anism,” comprising Saudi Arabia, Egypt, United
States, and United Arab Emirates, describing it
as a key framework for achieving a ceasefire
and reaching a political settlement to the con-
flict in Sudan. According to Asharq Al Awsat.

E gypt’s President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi and

Meeting in Cairo, the two leaders underscored
the “unity of stance” between Egypt and Sudan
and stressed their shared interests regarding
the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam. They
agreed to step up consultations and joint co-
ordination to
protect their
respective wa-
ter rights.

Last month,
the Quad held
a ministerial
meeting in
Washington,
where partici-
pants stressed
the need to in-
tensify efforts
to end the
armed conflict
in Sudan, pro-
tect civilians,
safeguard
infrastructure,
ensure humanitarian access, and maintain
stability in the Red Sea region.

Cairo and Khartoum voiced hopes that the next
Quad meeting, set to take place in Washington
later would deliver tangible progress toward
ending the war.

The talks between el-Sisi and al-Burhan ad-
dressed developments in Sudan, as well as
international and regional mediation efforts.
El-Sisi reiterated Egypt’s firm support for Su-
dan’s unity, sovereignty, and territorial integrity,
rejecting any attempts to undermine its stability
or create parallel authorities.

Egypt has previously rejected the “parallel gov-
ernment” announced by Rapid Support Forces,
which Cairo considers a militia. In March, the
Egyptian Foreign Ministry expressed its oppo-
sition to any moves that threaten Sudan’s unity
or sovereignty.

The Quad members have repeatedly pledged
their commitment to restoring peace in Su-
dan, alleviating the suffering of its people, and
working with African, Arab, and international
partners to achieve these goals.

Both leaders expressed their expectation that
the upcoming Washington meeting in October
would help
pave the way
for a ceasefire
and lasting
stability. On
the bilateral
front, they re-
affirmed their
rejection of
any unilateral
measures on
the Blue Nile
in violation of
internation-
al law and
emphasized
their aligned
positions on
the Ethiopi-
an dam, agreeing to deepen coordination to
defend their water interests.

Ethiopia inaugurated the dam on September 9,
amid strong objections from Egypt and Sudan,
which are demanding a legally binding agree-
ment on its operation.

El-Sisi has criticized what he called “reckless
management” of the dam, saying irregular wa-
ter releases have harmed downstream coun-
tries. He called for stronger international and
African efforts to reach a binding legal deal on
filling and operating the dam.
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Turkish-born man who burned
Koran in London wins appeal

Turkish-born man who burned a Qur'an in London
won an appeal on against his conviction, in a ruling
hailed by free-speech campaigners.
Hamit Coskun, 51, was found guilty in June of a religiously aggravated
public order offense and was issued with a fine. according to A F P.

He had set the religious book alight outside the Turkish consulate in
London in February while shouting slogans against Islam.

His case was taken up by the National Secular Society (NSS) and the
Free Speech Union (FSU), who argued that Coskun was essentially being
prosecuted for blasphemy.

Ruling in Coskun’s favor, judge Joel Bennathan told Southwark Crown
Court on Friday that: “There is no offense of blasphemy in our law.”
“Burning a Qur'an may be an act that many Muslims find desperately
upsetting and offensive,” according to the judge.

He said that the criminal law does not seek to “avoid people being upset,
even grievously upset.”

“The right to freedom of expression, if it is a right worth having, must in- PJ’ J 'l J g U 9
clude the right to express views that offend, shock or disturb,” he added. w hm h"l 5 0 I am lo
Blasphemy laws were abolished in England and Wales in 2008. \JD R ’J-C
In a statement, Coskun, who is half-Kurdish and half-Armenian, said he
lole 20 310 021l

came to England “having been persecuted in Turkiye, to be able to speak
freely about the dangers of radical Islam.”

“| am reassured that, despite many troubling developments, | will now be

free to educate the British public about my beliefs,” he added. 05 @ Ay padl (138 (3 53558 il oyl ol casyadl a5k k" e calel
The FSU said the successful appeal sent a message that “anti-religious Al Ja Lo 1958 aladl e Aty ey 541 4l 50 Glel 43l )l (qwiyd pwady Jsl 9 sSte Jassle]
protests, however offensive to true believers, must be tolerated.” 2022 ale (55Ske Jrsilea] oSl Bule] die ugds SLole 20 Jie 0 (3 drses Liwlis
Coskun has also received the support of the opposition Conservative < OlogSa el ) dunad B3

party’s justice spokesperson Robert Jenrick. Gl o oo 1ol C3S
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The 7 Habits of Highly Suc-
cessful Muslim Youth: An
Islamic Guide

re you a young Muslim navigating the pressures of modern
A life? From parents and teachers to social media, everyone

has an opinion on the “habits” you need for success. But
what does true success look like from an Islamic perspective?

The foundation of success in this world (dunya™) and the Hereafter
(akhirah) is a strong relationship with Allah (SWT). This guide explores
seven powerful habits derived directly from the Qur’an and the teach-
ings of Prophet Muhammad (). By adopting these prophetic habits,
you can build a life of purpose, integrity, and achievement.

1. Be Truthful (Al-Sidq)

Being truthful, especially after a mistake, can be difficult. We fear the
consequences. Yet, we often forget that Allah (SWT) is All-Knowing.
The relief that comes from telling the truth far outweighs the tempo-
rary discomfort of facing a mistake.

2. Be Trustworthy (Al-Amanah)

Are you a person others can rely on? Trustworthiness, or amanah, is
a fundamental Islamic character trait. Success in life, from friendships
to future careers, is built on being seen as reliable and dependable.
When you are entrusted with a secret, a possession, or a respon-
sibility, fulfilling that trust is a reflection of your faith. The Prophet
Muhammad (&) was known as Al-Amin (the Trustworthy) even before
his prophethood. This quality is so vital that Allah (SWT) uses it to
describe the very foundation of faith:

[Let there be no compulsion in religion: Truth stands out clear from
error: whoever rejects evil and believes in Allah hath grasped the
most trustworthy hand-hold, that never breaks. And Allah Heareth
and Knoweth all things.] (Al-Bagarah 2:256)

3. Have Self-Restraint and God-Consciousness (Taqwa)

One of the greatest challenges for youth is mastering one’s desires.
Developing self-restraint is key to avoiding what is harmful and be-
ing moderate in what is permissible. This quality, known as taqwa
(God-consciousness), is the ultimate shield.

Taqwa is the awareness that Allah (SWT) is always watching, which
motivates you to restrain yourself from displeasing Him.

4. Be Thorough (Itgan)

Do you rush through your homework or prayers just to get them done?
Or do you strive for excellence in your work? Being thorough and
aiming for perfection (itga™n) is a prophetic quality.

Our religion itself was perfected by Allah (SWT), and our Prophet (&)
was sent to perfect good character. This spirit of excellence should
apply to all that we do—our studies, our chores, and especially our
worship. Being thorough in your prayer (Bala"h), for example, helps
build patience and concentration. As the Prophet (&) said: | was sent
to perfect good character.

5. Be Focused (Khushii‘)

In our age of digital distraction, the ability to focus is a superpower. Do
you find your mind wandering during prayer or in class? Developing
deep concentration is essential for both spiritual and worldly success.
The Qur’an praises believers who have khushi@ (humble focus and
concentration) in their prayers:

...those who humble themselves in their prayers.

— Qur’an, Al-Mu’minu~n 23:2

This humility comes from being fully present and aware that you
are standing before your Lord. Practice developing this focus in your
prayers, and you will find it easier to concentrate on your studies,
sports, and other important tasks.

Source- islamonline
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German Woman
Returns Greek Rel-
ic Stolen Over 50
Years Ago

German woman who stole the top of an ancient col-
A umn in Olympia over half a century ago has returned
it to Greece, the Greek culture ministry said.
The capital of the column, made of limestone and mea-
suring 24 cm (nine inches) high and 33.5 cm wide, was
taken from the Leonidaion, a 4th-century BC guest-
house. According to AFP.
It is the third artifact returned by the University of
Muenster in recent years. The handover took place.

"Motivated by the recent return of important antiqui-
ties from the University of Muenster to their countries
of origin, she decided to hand it over to the university,
with whose valuable contribution it returned to Greece
and Ancient Olympia,” the ministry said, hailing the
"sensitivity and courage" of the woman.

In 2019, the University of Muenster returned a
twin-handled wine cup belonging to a champion from
the first modern Olympic Games in Athens in 1896.

Then in 2024, it returned a Roman-era marble male
head which came from a cemetery in Thessaloniki.

“This act proves that culture and history know no
borders but require cooperation, responsibility, and
mutual respect,” Giorgios Didaskalou, a senior culture
ministry official said.

Torben Schreiber, curator of the University of Miien-
ster’s archaeological museum, added that: “It is never
too late to do the right thing, the moral and the just.”

Athens has been trying for years to broker deals for the
repatriation of antiquities without resorting to legal
action.

Its chief goal remains the return of the Parthenon
Marbles, held by the British Museum since the 19th
century.
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