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Trump eyes mass de-
portation of undoc-
umented migrants if
re-elected — report

expand his first-term immigration crackdown to include sweep-
ing roundups of people who would be held in large camps to
await deportation, the New York Times has reported.

F ormer US president Donald Trump, if re-elected in 2024, would

The report was based on interviews with several advisers, including Stephen
Miller, who oversaw Trump’s first-term immigration policies, the Times said
on.

It described Trump’s plans as “an assault on immigration on a scale unseen
in modern American history” and said it aimed to deport millions of people
every year, including those who have been settled in the United States for
decades.

Trump is the leading contender for the 2024 Republican presidential nom-
ination, and he likely will face US President Joe Biden in a rematch of their
2020 contest.

Trump did not mention the idea of establishing large camps to detain people
in a campaign speech on Saturday in Claremont, New Hampshire.

The Biden-Harris campaign in a statement called Trump’s immigration plans
“extreme, racist, cruel policies” that are “meant to stoke fear and divide us,
betting a scared nation is how he wins this election.”

Among other measures, Trump would resurrect his ban on the entry of peo-
ple from certain Muslim-majority countries, the newspaper said.
“Eisenhower model”

He would revive other hardline policies, including a Covid-19 era rejection of
asylum claims, although this time the refusals would be based on assertions
that migrants carry other infectious diseases, it continued.

Trump is looking to speed deportations through a massive expansion of a
form of removal that does not require due process hearings, the newspaper
said.

To aid US Immigration and Customs Enforcement in sweeping roundups of
undocumented people, Trump would reassign federal agents and depu-
tise local police and National Guard troops volunteered by Republican-run
states, the report said.

He would ease the strain on ICE (Immigration and Customs Enforcement)
detention facilities by building huge camps to hold detainees while their
cases are processed as they await deportation.

To underwrite the massive operation if Congress refused, Trump would re-
direct Pentagon funds as he did with his border wall in his first term, the
Times said.

“We’ll stop the invasion on our southern border and begin the largest do-
mestic deportation operation in American history,” Trump said on.

In September, Trump told a rally in lowa the deportation operation would be
along the lines of the “Eisenhower model,” the Times said. That was a 1954
campaign named after an ethnic slur — Operation Wetback — to detain and
expel Mexican immigrants.

Other parts of Trump’s plan call for screening visa applicants for ideologi-
cal views, revoking the temporary protected status of people from certain
countries deemed unsafe, and trying to end the citizenship birthright for
babies born in the United States to undocumented parents, the newspaper
said.
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U.S. House of Represent-
atives Speaker Announc-
es Release of Recordings
of Capitol Attack

sentatives, Mike Johnson, announced on that

more than 40,2021 hours of video surveil-
lance captured during the January <>, <>, attack on
the Capitol will be published on a website.

T he new speaker of the US House of Repre-

A congressional committee investigated the attack
on Congress by supporters of former Republican
President Donald Trump and examined thousands
of hours of surveillance videos.

“Today, | keep my promise to the American peo-
ple and make all Jan. 6 recordings available to all
Americans,” Johnson, the Louisiana Republican,
said on X-platform, adding that “truth and trans-

I”

parency are essential.

Johnson, a Trump backer in his bid to return to the
White House in 2024, said videos about the Capitol
would be posted on a public website.

“This decision will allow millions of Americans, de-
fendants, public-interest organizations and the me-
dia to see what happened that day for themselves,
rather than having to rely on the interpretation of
a small group” of political figures, he stressed.

A House committee has recommended that Trump,
the front-runner for the 2024 Republican presiden-
tial nomination, be charged with insurrection and
other crimes related to the Capitol riots.

Trump will be tried in March in Washington on
charges of plotting to overturn the results of the
2020 election. More than 1200,2021 people were
arrested in connection with the January <>, <> at-
tack.

Johnson said the images, which will be released
soon, will blur faces to avoid possible “retaliation”
reactions.

Source: aljazeera
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Former US diplomat: America
threatened by a world war on

3 fronts

former U.S. diplomat warned that a
A global war the United States could

lose is not far from happening,
saying it is time to act with real urgency to
mobilize America, its defenses and allies for
what could become a contemporary global
crisis.

Aaron Weiss Mitchell, former assistant secre-
tary of state for Europe and Eurasia, explained
that the United States is in trouble on 3 fronts
as Russia moves into a long war in Ukraine
and opens a new front in the Middle East, and
the temptation to quickly arm China itself to
take a step in Taiwan.

He added that the United States should be
highly vigilant to this scenario in the hope of
deterring conflict and that effective prepa-
ration is the way to improve
its deterrence capacity

and send a clear signal to
adversaries that aggres-

sion is more dangerous to
themselves than stability and
peace.

America is not ready right
now

The last
two
national
defense
strategies
have made
clear that
the U.S.
military
today
is not
designed
to fight wars
against two major adversaries simultaneously,
and that any Chinese attack on Taiwan would
expose the United States to intense pressure
to reject the attack while keeping support
flowing to Ukraine and Israel.
Facing escalating wars in at least three remote
theaters requires a measure of national unity,
resource mobilization, and a willingness to
sacrifice that Americans and their allies have
not seen in generations.
The United States has waged multi-front wars
before, but in previous conflicts, it has always
been able to outperform its adversaries, but
this is no longer the case: the Chinese navy is
already larger than the United States in terms
of the sheer number of ships, and it grows the
equivalent of the entire French navy (about
130 ships every 4 years). By comparison, the
U.S. Navy plans to expand 75 ships over the
next decade.

Economy and Human Cost

The other related drawback, the author says,
is money. America could enter into debt of
more than 100% of GDP and inflation of 200%
of GDP or higher, noting that the Congressio-
nal Budget Office and other sources have con-

firmed that debt burdens on this scale could
threaten catastrophic consequences for the
US economy and the global financial system.

Another risk is a prolonged closure of the
Strait of Hormuz amid a wider conflict in the
Middle East that is pushing oil prices beyond
$100 a barrel, dramatically increasing infla-
tionary pressures.

All of this pales alongside the human costs the
United States could incur in a global con-
flict; large numbers of U.S. service members
are likely to die because some of America’s
adversaries possess conventional and nuclear
capabilities that could reach America; and
others have the ability to inspire or direct “ter-
rorist” attacks on U.S. soil that may be easier
to carry out given the porous state of the U.S.
southern
border.

Imme-
diate
priority
The im-
mediate
priority
for the
United
States
should be
to ensure
that
Ukraine,
Israel and
Taiwan
have the
weapons
they need
to defend
them-
selves,
saying that these are the main players of the
moment, and that the best hope to avoid
general conflict is for these border states to be
brave and strong to stop or deter “aggression”
before it spreads.

He went on to say that the situation is seri-
ous enough that Washington may need to
invoke the Defense Production Act and start
converting some civilian industries to military
purposes. Until then, the U.S. government
may be forced to take drastic steps including
redirecting materials intended for the consum-
er economy, expanding production facilities,
and reviewing environmental regulations that
complicate the production of war materials.
All'in order to prepare the American industrial
base for mobilization.

He concluded that America and its allies

are faced with entering a phase of difficult
decisions, saying that what is happening in
Ukraine and Israel was not conceivable until

a few years ago, and that the Americans and
their allies need to start putting their affairs in
order now so that they do not find themselves
unprepared for a global conflict.

Source: Foreign Policy
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US Arabs, Muslims fac-
ing harassment amid
Israel’'s Gaza onslaught

rabs and Muslims in the US are facing a major spike in ha-
rassment - including by the US government - in response to
the ongoing violence in Gaza and Israel.

Rights groups have reported calls about FBI visits to mosques, de-
tentions by Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) and visits
to incarcerated Arab inmates.

This is in addition to individual instances of harassment over the
including online threats, being reprimanded at work or school for
clothing, car decorations, and social media posts; as well as physical
violence for engaging in pro-Palestine demonstrations, and in some
cases for nothing more than appearing to be Arab.

Possibly more surprising is the behaviour of some elected offi-
cials. On Thursday, Republican New York City council member Inna
Vernikov brought a gun to a pro-Palestinian demonstration. She was
arrested the next day for criminal possession of a firearm after being
photographed at the rally.

Many are comparing the recent attacks on American Muslims and
Arabs to the aftermath of 9/11, in which people from those back-
grounds, or even appeared to be, faced an uptick in harassment and
scrutiny.

“It’s really created a culture of fear in the community throughout
the country,” Chris Habiby, government affairs and advocacy direc-
tor for the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee (ADC),
told The New Arab.

“In some ways it’s worse,” he said, referring the aftermath of 9/11,
when politicians gave speeches urging the public to respect differ-
ent communities.

Abed Ayoub, executive director of the ADC, reported on X: “We
have received multiple calls today regarding Palestinian nationals
detained by ICE, and/or visited by the FBI.”

He continued, “The FBI has also visited multiple mosques today, in
different states, as well as Arab inmates. This is a troubling trend.”

With Hamas’ surprise attack on Israel on -- the biggest attack on the
country in 50 years -- it was to be expected that tensions would boil
over beyond the region. Extra police officers have been deployed in
major cities near mosques and synagogues in anticipation of poten-
tial hate crimes in major cities.

However, with public sentiment overwhelmingly supporting Israel,
many Arabs and Muslims in the US are left feeling vulnerable.

“The switch has flipped very quickly,” Edward Ahmed Mitchell, na-
tional deputy director of the Council on American-Islamic Relations,
told TNA. “In some ways, it looks like we’ve gone back to the time
when Trump was running for office.”
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After the war on
Gaza... Arab-American
voter turnout

S Congresswoman Rashida Talib of Palestinian origin joined
U the protest against the Israeli aggression in Gaza. This pub-

lic representative from Dearborn, Michigan said that he did
not get discouraged by the criticism of colleagues and others, but
remained steadfast in his position. He was endorsed by Dearborn
Mayor Abdullah Hammoud.

Rashida Talib is an Arab American. His constituency is also predominantly
Arab. He is the only congressman of Palestinian descent in US history.
About the Israeli violence that has been going on for more than a month,
he said, ‘Israel is carrying out violence with the support of the United
States in Gaza and the West Bank. | oppose it Abdullah Hammoud, sup-
porting Democratic Party leader Rashida after her stance, said, ‘Dearborn
will not forget the state-sanctioned oppression of our community.

Arab support for the Palestinian issue is going to be a big issue in next
year’s US presidential election. Rashida Talib is a representative, this time
her followers wherever they are will present their views on American pol-
itics in the upcoming elections. Especially those of Arab descent.

Nadia Ayoub is a Lebanese Muslim living in the United States with her
husband Mike. In 2018, provided medical aid to an 18-year-old Palestinian
teenager in Dearborn. He was fitted with an artificial leg. They would talk
to the teenager after
returning to Gaza.
He lived in Jabalia
refugee camp. The
couple spoke to him
once after the war.
But now there is no
search.

The Arab community
living in the United
States feels close to
the Palestinians. Na-
dia-Mike couple is
like that. They were
angered when Joe
Biden visited Tel Aviv
after the start of the
Hamas-Israel ~ war
and met with Israeli
Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu'’s cabinet. Mike said, ‘President Biden has blood on his
hands.” From his side, Nadia was saying, ‘I voted for him (Biden). | won't
give it anymore.” This feeling of Mike-Nadia is more or less shared by all
Arabs and has not only spread to Michigan, but has had an effect all over
the country. Local Arab media headlines, Biden has lost our vote.

A swing state like Michigan could become a big decider in next year’s vote.
Donald Trump won here in 2016, who is a possible rival of Biden this time.
Biden won the state in 2020. There are about 200,000 Muslim votes here.
A local official named Sam Badaun was saying how Arabs will vote for a
president when on TV they see brutality and Biden is the one sending the
weapons.

He also said that Biden’s support for Israel is not new. But the way he got
to Tel Aviv during the war surprised him. A truce is needed right now. Now
that the polls are underway, Biden is getting support, that’s for sure. Arab
American support for the Democratic Party has been declining since the
start of the Hamas-Israel war, says an organization called The Arab Ameri-
can Institute. In 2020, the support was 59%, which has now decreased to
17%. For the first time in 30 years, Democrats are not paying attention to
Arab Americans.

However, in terms of the question of whether Biden’s vote will go to
Trump, political analyst Larry Sabato said that Trump’s pro-Israel policy is
clearer. He moved the embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem and the Arabs
are even more angry with him for that. But if Arab Americans stay home,
it will be a negative for Biden.

This analyst’s words are matched by the words of an Arab American. Nada
Al-Hanuti said, ‘I heard from friends, colleagues and others; They will ei-
ther stay home or support a third party.’

In this situation, the lower house of the US Congress, the House of Rep-
resentatives, passed a resolution on to condemn Rashida Talib’s speech.
In addition to a majority of Republicans, 22 Democratic lawmakers sup-
ported the proposal.
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srael’s ongoing military offense in Gaza expanded amid attacks

on an urban refugee camp and the premises of a nearby hospi-

tal in northern Gaza, where residents have been without elec-
tricity or safe water, food and other basics for weeks.

The front line of the conflict, now in its shift-
ed to the Jabalia refugee camp, a dense war-
ren of concrete buildings near Gaza City that
houses families displaced in the 1948 war
surrounding Israel’s creation.

Israel has bombarded the area for and the
military alleges Hamas fighters have re-
grouped there and in other eastern districts
after being pushed out of much of Gaza City.

Fighting has also intensified outside the
nearby Indonesian Hospital, where Pales-
tinian health officials said a strike killed 12
people . They said that hundreds of patients
and displaced people are trapped inside
with dwindling supplies after some 200 were
evacuated the day before.

Heavy fighting

The conflict has exacted a heavy toll on Pal-
estinian civilians, particularly those who re-
main in the north against Israeli demand to
flee south.

It’s unclear how many stayed behind, but
the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees es-

timates that some 160,000 people are still in
its shelters there, even though it is no longer
able to provide services.

Some 1.7 million Palestinians, about three-
fourths of Gaza’s population, have fled their
homes, many packing into U.N.-run schools
and other facilities across the territory’s
south.

As shelters have overflowed, people have
been forced to sleep on the streets outside,
even as winter rains have pelted the coastal
enclave in recent days. There are shortages
of food, water and fuel for generators across
all of Gaza, which has had no central electric-
ity for over a month.

Israel continues to strike alleged Hamas tar-
gets throughout Gaza, including in the south-
ern evacuation zone, mostly killing women
and children, and officials have indicated it
may soon expand its operations in the south.

Israel’s military said forces are “preparing the
battlefield” in the area of Jabalia, claiming
they struck three tunnel shafts where fight-

ers were hiding and destroyed rocket launch-
ers. Footage released by the military showed
Israeli soldiers patrolling on foot as gunfire
echoed around them.

Residents said there had been heavy fighting
as Israeli forces tried to advance under the
cover of airstrikes. “The (Israeli) occupation
is trying to besiege the camp,” said Hamza
Abu Mansour, a university student. “They are
facing stiff resistance.”

‘Catastrophic’

In the face of airstrikes and advancing Israe-
li troops, tens of thousands of Palestinians
in the north had sheltered in hospitals, but
those have steadily been emptied as the
fighting reached their gates, and most are no
longer operational.

The hospital situation in Gaza is “catastroph-
ic,” Michael Ryan, a senior World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) official, said Monday. In
the north, “it is the worst you can imagine.”

Munir al-Boursh, a senior Health Ministry
official who said he was inside the Indone-
sian Hospital, told Al-Jazeera television by
phone that Israeli forces had besieged it,
forcing health workers to bury 50 bodies in
the courtyard. There was no immediate com-
ment from the Israeli military.

Palestinian officials said an Israeli shell struck

the hospital , killing 12 people. Israel denied
shelling the hospital but said its troops re-
turned fire after being targeted from inside.

Up to 600 wounded people and some 2,000
displaced Palestinians remain stranded at
the hospital, according to Gaza’s Health Min-
istry.

A similar standoff played out in recent days
at Al-Shifa Hospital, Gaza’s largest, where
over 250 patients and medical workers are
stranded after the evacuation of 31 prema-
ture babies.

Israel revealed alleged evidence in recent
days of the presence of a Hamas member at
Al-Shifa but is yet to substantiate its claims
that Hamas had a major command center
beneath the facility.

More than 12,700 Palestinians have been
killed in Gaza, according to the Palestinian
Health Ministry in the West Bank. Officials
there say another 4,000 are missing. Their
counts do not differentiate between civilians
and combatants. Israel says it has killed thou-
sands of Hamas members.

About 1,200 people have been killed on the
Israeli side, mainly during the Oct. 7 Hamas
incursion. The military says 68 Israeli soldiers
have been killed in Gaza ground operations.
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Gaza: Children among Dozens Killed in Israeli Strike
on UN School Housing Displaced Palestinians

he Israeli military has pummeled
the UN-run Al-Fakhoura school,
in a renewed strike that has left

over 50 people dead, according to Ga-
za’s health ministry.

Two Israeli airstrikes that struck the city
of Khan Younis this killed dozens of peo-
ple, with scores injured and/or buried
under the rubble. Another airstrike in
Deir el-Balah in central Gaza killed six,
with many others wounded.

Shocking footages obtained by PRC
appeared to show the tragic upshots of
the onslaught on al-Fakhoura, a United
Nations-run school which had been
converted into a shelter for displaced
Palestinians.

Shocking footages obtained by PRC
appeared to show the tragic upshots of
the onslaught on al-Fakhoura, a United
Nations-run school which had been
converted into a shelter for displaced
Palestinians.

‘cannot become commonplace, they
must stop’.
At least 32 people were killed
in a separate attack on
another building in

Bodies are seen motionless on the
ground, lying in what appears
to be pools of blood
amid mounds of

rubble from the refugee camp
which voices during over-

of trapped night strikes.
civilians can

be heard. More than
80 people
De- were
nounc- killed
ing the in total
‘horri- during
fying twin
images strikes
and on the
footage Jabalia
of scores refugee
of people camp, a
killed and health min-

injured’ in the
school, UNRWA
chief Philippe Laz-
zarini said such attacks

istry official in
the Gaza Strip
said.
Jabalia, in the northern

Gaza Strip, is the biggest refugee camp
in the Palestinian territory, where some
1.6 million have been displaced by more
than six weeks of fighting between Israel
and Hamas.

Earlier this month, the health ministry
said 15 people were killed by a strike at
the same school.

UNRWA said four of its schools in the
Gaza Strip housing people displaced by
the war had been damaged by bomb-
ings.

A separate strike on another building
in the Jabalia camp on killed 32 people
from the same family, 19 of them chil-
dren, the health ministry reported.

Many have taken refuge in schools and
hospitals afforded special protections
under the rules of war. But packed into
one of the world’s most densely-popu-
lated urban areas, many civilians have
been caught in Israeli bombing.
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WHO: Hospitals in
Palestine have been
transformed into
death scenes

statement following the Israeli attack on the
Indonesian Hospital in Gaza City and con-
firms the attack killed 12 people.

T he World Health Organization releases a

The health organization reiterated that “health work-
ers and civilians should never have to be exposed to
such horror, and especially while inside a hospital.»

Moreover, the statement highlighted the fact that
the Indonesian Hospital is still under siege to this
point, adding that basic necessities have been cut
off from healthcare workers and patients, as well as
their families.

WHO said that it had recorded 335 attacks on health-
care institutions in “occupied Palestinian territory”
since October 7, including institutions in the Gaza
Strip and the occupied West Bank.

In detail, WHO said that the Gaza Strip was attacked
167 times while the West Bank was attacked 171
times.

«The world cannot stand silent while these hospi-
tals, which should be safe havens, are transformed
into scenes of death, devastation, and despair,” the
organization stressed.

The statement comes after Israeli occupation at-
tacked the Indonesian Hospital, killing 12 people
including patients and those accompanying them.

our that a number of healthcare workers including
doctors were injured by the Israeli attack on the hos-
pital, adding that an Israeli tank fired a shell at its
operating room.

It is worth noting that 201 doctors have been killed
in Gaza as a result of “Israel’s” direct targeting of
healthcare facilities in the Strip.
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DONATE HERE

LIFE'S EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM HAS BEEN ON THE
GROUND INSIDE OF GAZA DISTRIBUTING MEDICAL SUPPLIES,
FOOD, AND WARMTH BUT YOUR HELP IS STILL NEEDED
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Yemen’s Houthis
threaten to attack Is-
raeli ships in Red Sea

emen’s Houthi on threatened to target Israeli ships in the Red

Y Sea, as the group said they had launched another missile tar-
geting the country over its war on Gaza.

Abdul-Malik al-Houthi said the group was monitoring for Israeli vessels in the

commercially vital waters, even those that do not have Israeli flags.

“Our eyes are open to constant monitoring and searching for any Israeli ship,”

he said in a speech broadcast by the Al-Masirah TV station.

“The enemy relies on camouflage in its movement in the Red Sea, especially
in Bab al-Mandab (strait), and did not dare to raise Israeli flags on its ships...
and turned off identification devices.”

“We will search and verify the ships that belong to him, and we will not hesi-
tate to target them, and let everyone know that he is afraid,” he added.

The Bab al-Mandab Strait is the narrow pass between Yemen and Djibouti
at the foot of the Red Sea, one of the world’s busiest shipping lanes, which
carries about a fifth of global oil consumption.

The Houthis, declaring themselves part of the “axis of resistance” of Iran-af-
filiated groups, have launched a series of drone and missile strikes targeting
Israel since last month.

It is the first entry into a foreign war for the Houthis, who control much of
impoverished Yemen and have been fighting a Saudi-led coalition since 2015.
“Our missiles and drones will continue,” Al-Houthi said.

‘Intercepted’

Houthi military spokesman Yahya Saree said the had “launched a batch of bal-
listic missiles at various targets”, including the southern Israeli resort of Eilat.
This came “only 24 hours after another military operation carried out by our
armed forces with drones on the same targets”, he said on X, formerly Twitter.
The Israeli army said it had “identified and successfully intercepted” a missile
in the area of the Red Sea after sirens sounded in Eilat.

“The target did not cross into Israeli territory, and was intercepted according
to protocol,” it said in a statement on Telegram.

But the Red Sea is still a potential area of escalation, where the Houthis could
lay sea mines, seize ships or use anti-ship missiles and water-borne drones,
analysts say.

Houthi criticised the meeting of Arab and Muslim leaders held in Riyadh on,
saying it “did not come up with any position or practical action, and this is sad
and shameful”.

The joint Arab League and Organisation of Islamic Cooperation summit con-
demned Israeli forces’ actions in Gaza but declined to approve punitive eco-
nomic and political steps.

The also urged countries separating Yemen from the Palestinian territories
-- Saudi, Jordan and Egypt -- to open a “land crossing” to allow fighters to join
the war alongside Hamas.
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Sudan Armed Conflict Expanding to Other Regions, Warns UN

he conflict in Sudan, which has
T left thousands dead and seven

million people displaced over seven
montbhs, is spreading to new regions of

the nation, the UN said, warning of a
mounting “humanitarian calamity.”

The deadly unrest includes outbreaks of
interethnic violence and attacks against
women, according to the global body.

The United Nations assistant secretary-gen-
eral for Africa, Ghanaian diplomat Martha
Ama Akyaa Pobee, expressed alarm over
the deteriorating crisis in a Security Council
meeting, where she told members: “Sudan
is facing a convergence of a worsening hu-
manitarian calamity and a catastrophic hu-
man rights crisis.”

War erupted in Sudan on April 15, pitting
army chief Abdel Fattah al-Burhan against
his former deputy, Rapid Support Forc-
es (RSF) commander Mohamed Hamdan
Daglo, in fighting that has left more than
9,000 people dead, according to the Armed
Conflict Location & Event Data Project. The

number is widely considered an underesti-
mate.

“Hostilities have spilled over to new areas,
such as Gezira, White Nile and West Kordo-
fan states, placing even more civilians at risk
as well as humanitarian operations,” Pobee
said, AFP reported.

She said the RSF made significant military
gains in Darfur from October 26 to No-
vember 4, taking control of Sudanese army
bases in Nyala, the capital of South Darfur
state; Zalingei in Central Darfur; and the
West Darfur state capital of El Geneina.

“The warring parties have reportedly car-
ried out indiscriminate attacks, while also
conducting targeted attacks against civil-
ians, in apparent violation of international
humanitarian law,” she added.

Despite the difficulties, some 4.1 million
people have received humanitarian aid in
the last seven months -- but that amounts
to just 22 percent of the people whom hu-
manitarian organizations aim to assist this
year.
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The message that Pope Francis

gave to Israel

srael has launched a ground operation in the
I besieged Gaza Strip. So there is a humanitar-
ian crisis in Gaza. In such a situation, Pope
Francis has given a message to Israel. He called
for prompt treatment of the wounded in the
Israeli attack on the Gaza Strip and for humani-
tarian aid to be allowed into the region. This in-
formation was reported in a report of Al Jazeera
on (November 12).
At the weekly Angelus prayer in Vatican City, Pope
Francis said the war between Israel and
Hamas is increasing suffering and the
situation in the region continues to
deteriorate.

He said that the injured in

the attack on Gaza should be
helped quickly. Also, provide
protection to civilians and
provide more humanitarian
aid to the suffering peo-

ple there. 7

In the speech, he
also called on
Hamas to re-
lease Israeli
hostages.

Earlier, the
leaders of
the Muslim
world met in
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia to stop
the Israeli aggression in

the besieged Gaza Strip of
Palestine. After attending
the special meeting of the
0IC, the President of Iran,
Ibrahim Raisi, issued a

stern warning to America. He said that the US
government is playing the most important role in
sustaining the occupying Israel. The United States
is the main country that provides arms to the
occupying Israel.

He said these things while talking to reporters on .

This special conference of OIC was held yesterday

in Riyadh, the capital of Saudi Arabia. In his speech

at the conference, the Iranian president said that

America is the main culprit behind Israel’s barbar-
ic aggression and crimes in the Gaza Strip.

He noted that the Islamic Republic of Iran
has a strong position on the Palestinian
issue. “During my visit to Saudi Arabia, |
tried to be the voice of the Iranian nation

and those who are chanting for the rights

of Palestinians in the streets,” President
Raisi said.

r‘r President Raisi also
said, ‘Iran has a
clear vision of the
rights of the
Palestinian
people
since the
victory
of the
Islamic
=~ i Revolu-
tion, while
at the same
time Tehran
considers the
Israeli govern-
ment to be fake
and occupier.
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Spain intends to
work towards ‘recog-
nition of the Pales-
tinian state’

pain’s acting Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez said his

S country will strive nationally and across Europe to “rec-
ognize the state of Palestine.”

During the debate ahead of the vote expected to solidify his

left-wing coalition government, Sanchez told lawmakers that

this recognition and diplomatic effort is the “first commitment

of this legislature.”

He said the international community must recognize the Pales-
tinian state because it is a “solution” that has long been “justly
demanded” by the Palestinian people.

Sanchez also urged for an immediate cease-fire in Gaza, strict
compliance with humanitarian law, and for Israeli authorities to
allow international aid to reach the besieged population.

The Spanish leader firmly condemned the Oct. 7 Hamas attack
on Israel and called for the release of hostages.

“But with the same clarity, we reject the indiscriminate massa-
cre of Palestinians in Gaza and the West Bank,” he said.

Sanchez also emphasized the importance of diplomacy and the
urgent need for a peace conference.

His remarks on Palestine come during a debate on government
formation. After negotiating with several regional and separat-
ist parties, he appears to have the needed majority backing to
form a left-wing coalition government.

However, members of the far-left Podemos party, which is with-
in his coalition, pushed Sanchez to go further on the question
of Palestine.

In evaluating Sanchez’s speech, acting Equality Minister Irene
Montero said Spain should impose sanctions on Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and break diplomatic ties with
Israel.

“We need a lot more than words in an investiture debate to
stop the planned genocide that Israel is carrying out in Palestine
.. the distance between these words and inaction is painful,”
tweeted Podemos leader and Social Rights Minister lone Belar-

ra.
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police in Paris shoot
woman wearing hijab
shouting ‘Allahu akbar’

rench police shot an unarmed woman wearing a burka

F at an east Paris train station on after she was shouting
jihadi slogans.

The shooting happened after two passengers reported that

the woman, 38, was behaving in a threatening way.

She was reportedly threatening to detonate a bomb whilst
shouting “Allahu akbar” and “You’re all going to die”, according
to Laurent Nurez, the police chief of the Paris region.
Police arrived and detained the woman at the Bibliotheque Na-
tionale de France station in south-east Paris.
Police ordered her to sit on the ground as they set a security
perimeter and evacuated the station but she later got up and
charged towards the officers.
Police pleaded with the woman to stop and show her hands to
prove she was not armed.
After not complying with police orders, two officers fired eight
shots at her, according to prosecutors.
The woman was in critical condition and was taken to hospital
with a stomach wound.
No explosives or weapons were found.
Police Chief Nuriez said the woman'’s identity has yet to be veri-
fied as she did not have any identification on her.
However, the name she gave at the hospital has been attributed
to a person who made threats against officers in 2021.
At that time, the person had been interned in a psychiatric ward
over mental health issues.
Paris prosecutors have now said they are opening two investi-
gations.
The first is against the woman for threatening the police and
advocating terrorism, whilst the second is looking into whether
the police were justified in shooting her.
Axel Ronde, a police spokesman, has said the officers were jus-
tified in their decision.

“The police officers made the right decision”, he said.
“The person was extremely determined to take action and given
the determination, my colleagues had no other choice, to avoid
being hit by an explosion, than to neutralise her by shooting her
with a firearm.”
France has been on the highest level of alert for terror attacks
following a teacher being stabbed to death in the northern
town of Arras.
Amid the Israel-Gaza conflict, the French government has
warned the conflict could encourage radicalised people to carry
out attacks.
French authorities have promised to protect the Jewish com-
munity as the country is seeing an increase in antisemitic inci-
dences.
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The awards for the fall literary season in France are decided by the novels
“The Insolent Ones” and “Taking Care of Her”

group of French autumn literary
A awards were decided in one day,

as the Goncourt Prize was award-
ed to the writer Jean-Baptiste Andrea for
his novel “To Take Care of Her” (Veiller
sur elle), while novelist Anne Scott won
the Ronaudo Prize for her novel “The In-
solents” published by Kalman Levy Pub-
lishing House, and other works won in the
Novel and Literary Essay category.

“Watch her”

Andrea, 52, won the Goncourt Prize for
his novel, published by Liconoclast, a love
story in the time of fascism. He won after
the 14th session, and this reflects disagree-
ments within the literary award jury headed
by Didier Duquin, whose vote counts as two
votes.

The writer, who appeared very emotional
upon his arrival at the “Drouan” restaurant,
where he received his award like his prede-
cessors more than a century ago, said, “It is
a very important emotional moment. We
just wiped away our tears in the taxi.”
Andrea competed for the award with Eric
Renart, who was the favorite for “Sarah,
Susanne and the Writer” (Sarah, Susanne
et I'ecrivain), Gaspard Konig for “Humus”,
and Neige Senno, who on Monday won the
Femina (Feminist) Prize for her novel. “Sad

Tiger” (Triste tigre) (POL House) is about the
story of the incest she was exposed to in her
childhood from her stepfather.

Andrea has only 4 novels, and he won the
most prestigious French literary award
thanks to the literary picture that his book
paints about sculpture and Italy.

The novel centers on the character of
Memo, who was born poor and was en-
trusted with his training to a stone sculptor.
He fell madly in love with a rich girl, and
spent years with her until Italy fell into the

era of fascism.

Andrea told Radio Frates Inter: “I prepare
my entire story in my head, on a notebook,
and preparing for this story took 10 months.
| do not write a line from the novel. And one
day, | say to myself: Here is the story.” He
added, “My first three novels were behind
closed doors. There, | wanted to break all
boundaries.”

“The insolent ones”

The Renaudeau Award-winning novel, “The
Impudent Ones,” tells the story of a film
music composer who decides to leave the
French capital to rediscover herself, in light
of her desire to live “somewhere else alone.”
This fictional character (Alex) is an imagined
version of the author Anne Scott (58 years
old), who left Paris for the Brittany region in
western France, where she currently lives.
Novelist Anne Scott was born to a Russian
photographer mother and a French art col-
lector father, and grew up in Paris before
moving to London at the age of 17.

She was a model, a drummer in a punk band,
and a regular at Parisian underground night-
life. She began writing when she was 29
years old, and she has several novels to her
credit, including “Asphyxie” and “Superstar.”
Best book

The award for the best book in the literary
essay genre was awarded to Jean-Luc Barry

for the first volume of more than 900 pag-
es of the biography of the former French
president, entitled “Biography of Charles
de Gaulle” (1890-1944), published by Gras-
set, and it is the first volume that covers the
biography of the former French president.
France’s historic leader until the mid-1940s.
The Ronaudo Pocket Book Prize was award-
ed to Manuel Carcassonne for his book Le
Retournement.

Sales season

The Goncourt Prize and other fall literary
awards are usually relied upon to stimulate
book sales during the last two months of
the year, which are the most important for
bookstore owners in France.

It is estimated that the average sales of a
Goncourt-winning novel are about 400,000
copies, but this is just an average, as sales of
the novel “Inconsistent” by Herve Le Tellier,
winner of the Goncourt Prize 2020, exceed-
ed one million copies, while sales of “Fever
Fate” by Brigitte Giroux, which won the Gon-
court Prize 2020, did not exceed 1 million
copies. Last year 300 thousand.

After Femina, Goncourt and Ronaudo, the
tableau of autumn literary rewards is com-
pleted with the unveiling on Thursday of the
name of the winner of the Medicis Prize.
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Hollywood actors
reach deal with stu-
dios to end strike

ollywood actors have reached a tentative agreement with major
studios to end a months-long strike that has halted the produc-
tion of hundreds of films and television shows.

The Screen Actors Guild (SAG-AFTRA) said on that its strike would end
after negotiators reached a preliminary deal on a new contract.

The union said the new three-year contract was valued at more than $1bn
and included increases in minimum salaries as well as a new “streaming
participation”. The deal would enable members “to build sustainable ca-
reers”, it added.

The group’s national board will consider the agreement on Friday, and the
union said it would release further details after the meeting.

SAG-AFTRA President Fran Drescher, who made her name in the hit come-
dy The Nanny, took to social media to celebrate the outcome.

“We did it!!!!” she wrote on Instagram, thanking members for persever-
ing. “The Billion+ $ Deal! 3X the last contract! New ground was broke[n]
everywhere!”

Members of SAG-AFTRA walked off the job in mid-July asking for an in-
crease in minimum salaries, a share of streaming service revenue and
protection from being replaced by “digital replicas” generated by artificial
intelligence (Al).

The union’s negotiators reached the preliminary deal with the Alliance
of Motion Picture and Television Producers (AMPTP), which represents
media companies including Netflix, Paramount and Walt Disney.

The AMPTM said the deal represented “a new paradigm” that gave the
union its “biggest contract-on-contract gains” in its history. It also high-
lighted a “brand new residual for streaming programs”, without offering
details. Residuals are long-term payments for shows after their initial re-
lease.

Union negotiators celebrate their preliminary deal with studios. They're
in a conference room and are holding a golden cone.

The breakthrough means Hollywood can ramp up to full production for
the first time since May, once union members vote to ratify the deal in
the coming weeks.

The news spread rapidly across Hollywood, with celebrities expressing joy
and relief.

“Incredible! I'm so happy we were all able to come to an agreement. Let’s
get back to work! Let’s go! I'm so stoked,” actor Zac Efron told reporters at
a premiere of The Iron Claw.

“PERSEVERANCE PAYS OFF!” wrote Oscar winner Jamie Lee Curtis on In-
stagram.

SAG-AFTRA represents some 160,000 performers.

While Hollywood's top stars earn millions, many less well-known actors
said it had become almost impossible to earn a decent living in recent
years, as longstanding pay structures failed to keep pace with inflation
and the rise of streaming services.

When SAG-AFTRA walked out in mid-July, Hollywood writers were also
on strike.

It was the first time that the two unions had headed to the picket lines
simultaneously since 1960 when actor (and future US president) Ronald
Reagan led the protests.

The writers’ union resolved their dispute in late September, saying they
had secured “meaningful gains and protections for writers”.

The industrial action forced studios to delay the release of big-budget
films, including Dune: Part Two and the next instalment in the Mission:
Impossible franchise, while broadcasters were forced to fill their sched-
ules with re-runs, game shows and reality programming.
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Recently published...an Arabic transla-
tion of the novel “The Cat’s House” by
Kurdish writer Hiwa Qadir

ecently, Maraya Publishing House, in Kuwait, published an
R Arabic translation of a novel entitled “The Cat’s House,”

by the Kurdish poet, novelist, and translator Hiwa Qadir,
and it was translated into Arabic by the Kurdish translator, Ghas-
san Hamdan.

From the atmosphere of the novel Pete the Cat, we read:

At the same moment | entered the cat house, | began shaking tiny
snowflakes off my shoulders and neck. Because yesterday | was dis-
turbed, | did not see that line engraved on the door: No door is so
tightly closed that it becomes an obsta-
cle in the path of a cat or a lover; As for
us, we welcome cats here at the door
with delicious food and warm hugs.
Pete the Cat novel

Hiwa Qadir, a Kurdish poet, novelist,
and translator from Iraqi Kurdistan. He
was born in 1961 in the city of Sulay-
maniyah. He estranged from his home-
land and lived in Sweden in the period
between 1992 and 2011. Then he re-
turned to his homeland and devoted
himself to writing and translating as a
member of the Sardam Foundation for
Printing and Publishing. He published
his first A poetry collection in 1992 entitled “Hazel Eyes” and a col-
lection of “The Blue Bus”.

Among Hewa Qadir’s novels: “Child on the Moon” and “House of
Cats” translated into Persian. As for his biographies, he translat-
ed from Swedish to Kurdish “Shadow of the Wind” by the famous
Spanish writer Carlos Zafén, and “War Has No Feminine Face” by
the Nobel Prize winner. Literature by Svetlana Alexievich, and “Other
Colors” by Turkish Orhan Pamuk.
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Israel’s onslaught on Gaza: Why Arab lives should matter

Nabila Ramdani

on earth, then you don’t have to look any

further than the never-ending onslaught on
Gaza. The massacre, which has so far claimed
more than 11,200 Palestinian lives, including
more than 4,200 children, often alongside their
mothers, is relentless. Daily videos show dis-
membered infant corpses, usually surrounded
by bloodied, screeching adults who - like the
dead - have absolutely nothing to do with what
drives this carnage.

I f you want to get a realistic impression of hell

The actual belligerents are easy enough to identify. On
one side, there is the armed wing of Hamas — the group
that carried out violent attacks during a raid into Israel
that claimed 1,200 Israeli lives. The world continues to
mourn and express outrage at the killing, wounding and
capture of those targeted.

Hamas’ Qassam Brigades’ principal foe is the Israeli De-
fence Force (IDF) which is by far the most heavily armed
military force in the Middle East with its own reputation
for lethal violence.

“The macabre manner in which killing methods are
graded is particularly disturbing. It’s as if a row of mu-
tilated Palestinian corpses is somehow not compara-
ble with other victims, because the Palestinians have
been torn apart by “defensive” weapons paid for by the

West.”

As Israel's war crime allegations mount, the grotesque
claim by their government is that all humanity in Gaza
can legitimately be destroyed, because it includes a
limited number of armed militants. Israeli defence min-
ister Yoav Gallant said: “We are fighting human animals
and we are acting accordingly.”

Many of the civilians who manage to avoid the indis-
criminate bombardments and shootings, including un-
der the cover of a complete blackout, will succumb to
a range of other deadly factors enforced by the Israeli
Defence Force (IDF). These include blockades of vital
supplies. “We are putting a complete siege on Gaza ...
No electricity, no food, no water, no gas—it’s all closed,”
Gallant stated.

Former Israeli prime minister Naftali Bennett even
faked a malign adhesion to the Fourth Geneva Con-
vention, openly admitting: “we’re allowing civilians to
evacuate before pounding them”. Bennett’s successor,
Benjamin Netanyahu, boasted of “raining down hell-
fire” on Gaza.

There are always perfunctory additions to the Gaza
slaughter clichés that have been reeled out for decades
during such asymmetrical conflicts. Encouraging peo-
ple to move south from Gaza City, on roads that will
be bombed anyway, will not stop what is already being
described as genocide. Palestinian victims are simply
dehumanised - all are treated as expendable nonenti-
ties who deserve collective punishment.

Human Rights organisations and the United Nations
have expressed fears of ethnic cleansing in Gaza. This
evokes the post-1948 Nakba (catastrophe), when at
least 750,000 Palestinians were forcibly expelled from
their homes and lands, and some 15,000 were killed by
paramilitaries, so as to create space for the new state
of Israel.

As always with Israeli offensives, there is a global mass
media campaign aimed at “justifying” them. Expres-
sions such as “Israel defending itself” are continual-
ly used. If there is any objection to what is going on,
then the word “Hamas” is deployed, as if the group’s
very name has the power to absolve anyone of crimes
against humanity.

Even the most destructive IDF weapons, such as the
new lron Sting mortars, are described as being “de-
fensive” ones, despite the way they have — once again
- rapidly turned Gaza into a rubble-strewn tomb. The

use of this “defensive” vocabulary by an occupying
army which puts “Defence” in its very name is meant to
numb any sense of outrage, and anyone who disagrees
is accused of “condoning terrorism”.

Words are extremely powerful, and in this case, they
belie the fact that multiple IDF operations over the
decades, which have included ground invasions, have
been offensive ones with one primary objective: to
wipe out Arab Muslim life.

Creating the consensus for such action among Western
allies is never difficult. Hastily arranged press confer-
ences have linked Hamas with every atrocity imag-
inable, including the use of chemical weapons. The
cross-border raiders allegedly carried “official” Al-Qae-
dainstructions in English on launching a cyanide attack,
according to the President of Israel. Meanwhile, the
distinction between ISIS, Al-Qaeda, and Hamas and mil-
lions of ordinary Palestinians is conveniently blurred.
American President Joe Biden is certainly unconcerned
at the difference. He just wants the “pounding” to go
on and on. Biden has even sent the USA’s most sophisti-
cated warships, including its newest aircraft carrier, the
USS Gerald Ford, to assist Israel in case its own arsenal
proves insufficient. He refers to “teams”, as if it was
all one big sporting event, while designating an extra
$14.3billion to the Israelis, much of it to be spent on
weaponry.

Making chronically enflamed situations infinitely worse
by pouring arms and ammunition on to them is appall-
ing at the best of times, but in a Middle East cauldron
blighted by years of injustice it guarantees endless war.
Despite the hellscape images pouring out of Gaza,
Biden even made a disgraceful claim that Palestinians
might not be “telling the truth about how many people
are killed,” while adding: “I'm sure innocents have been
killed, and it's a price of waging war. But | have no con-
fidence in the number that the Palestinians are using.”
The ethnic cleansing of Palestinians and decades of
Occupation are crucial to understanding the situation.
This is why Francesca Albanese, UN Special Rapporteur
on human rights in the Occupied Palestinian Territories,
referred to the Nakba and the Naksa (setback), which
led to Israel’s occupation of the West Bank and the Gaza
Strip in 1967, displacing 350,000 Palestinians.

Ms Albanese said: “There is a grave danger that what
we are witnessing may be a repeat of the 1948 Nakba,
and the 1967 Naksa, yet on a larger scale. The interna-
tional community must do everything to stop this from

happening again... Again, in the name of self-defence,
Israel is seeking to justify what would amount to ethnic
cleansing.”

Even the resolutely one-sided Biden admits that illegal
land and home grabs, the destruction of Palestinian
farms, and the killings, injuring, forcible displacement
and imprisonment Palestinians have been suffering for
generations is critical.

“I continue to be alarmed about extremist settlers at-
tacking Palestinians in the West Bank,” said Biden.
Likening such behaviour to “Pouring gasoline on fire”,
he stated: “They're attacking Palestinians in places that
they [the Palestinians] are entitled to be, and ... it has
to stop now.”

The IDF regularly works with armed settlers to perse-
cute and terrorise Palestinian communities. This inces-
sant violation of international law within an apartheid
system amounts to a permanent war against the Arabs.
This is why so many far-right commentators, including
in the British media, evoke great replacement - the rac-
ist conspiracy theory that suggests that Muslims might
eventually dominate Westerners, making genocidal
wars of civilisation entirely justified. The mass killings
are necessary, the argument goes, as a means of “pro-
tecting” Western culture from the “human animals”.
The macabre manner in which killing methods are grad-
ed is particularly disturbing. It’s as if a row of mutilated
Palestinian corpses is somehow not comparable with
other victims, because the Palestinians have been torn
apart by “defensive” weapons paid for by the West.
Palestinians and those who support them are frequent-
ly deemed worthless. Even the hundreds of thousands
who take to the streets of London, Paris and numer-
ous other cities to protest against atrocities in Gaza, as
well as Israel, are portrayed as terrorist sympathisers.
Conservatives who would normally be in favour of free
speech about anything, scream for the censoring of
anyone who might express support for Palestine.
What is certain is that the cycle of violence will be end-
less while supposedly civilised governments, including
Britain’s, consider that the destruction of one set of
oppressed humans is necessary, so as to ensure the
security of another.

Weasel words ultimately championing death and de-
struction from Biden and UK Prime Minister Rishi Sunak
have been another low-point of this period. A change
of mindset is urgently required, and this includes accept-
ing the idea that Arab lives are as sacred as any other.
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Who is Suella Braverman,
the UK's controversial right-
wing politician sacked from
Home Secretary role?

uella Braverman, a politician from Britain’s right-wing
Conservative Party, was fired as Home Secretary on after
she made a number of controversial statements.

She was appointed as Attorney General by Prime Minister Boris John-
son in 2020 and grew in prominence under Prime Ministers Liz Truss
and Rishi Sunak.

Braverman, who has a background in law and whose parents immigrat-
ed to the UK in the 1960s, has garnered significant support from some
Conservatives and has been touted as a potential challenger to Sunak.
Her comments over pro-Palestine marches saw her face huge hostility
from left-leaning Brits, as well as some elements of the Conservative
Party.

What did she say about pro-Palestine Marches?

Braverman condemned pro-Palestine protesters and the Metropolitan
Police in a Times article after the London police force approved a demo
for Gaza on 11 November, coinciding with Armistice Day commemo-
rations.

Braverman accused the police of “double standards” and favouring
pro-Palestine protests over far-right protests. She further sparked con-
troversy by referring to pro-Palestine protesters as “hate marchers”.
Her comments faced widespread condemnation, including from the
Conservative Party’s Baroness Sayeeda Warsi.

What happened on Remembrance Day?

witnessed the largest pro-Palestine march in UK history, with over
800,000 people calling for a ceasefire in Gaza. Far-right groups also car-
ried out “counter-protests”, with reported attacks on police.
Assistant Commissioner Matt Twist of the Metropolitan Police issued a
statement, noting the unique circumstances and heightened communi-
ty tensions during the operation.

The police linked Braverman’s comments on police bias to an outbreak
of violence by far-right groups against law enforcement officers, The
Guardian reported.

Why was she sacked and who is replacing her?

Home Secretary Braverman was subsequently sacked from her role for
allegedly fanning the flames of tension in the lead-up to the protests.
James Cleverly was made her replacement, and former Prime Minister
David Cameron was appointed foreign secretary.

The Prime Minister’s spokesperson commented:

“This reshuffle is designed to assemble a
cohesive team under the Prime Min-
ister’s leadership to bring about
the necessary long-term changes
needed for the country.”
What's next?

Prior to the war, the Conserva-
tive Party and Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak’s government faced
significant political and econom-
ic challenges. Sunak’s chanc-
es of winning the next
election are, therefore,
slim, especially given
that the Conservatives
are trailing behind the
Labour Party by about
20 points.

Braverman’s multiple
appeals to extreme
elements within

the Conservatives
indicate that she

stands a good chance

of leading the party in
the future.

The Supreme Court will
judge on Wednesday the
legality of Braverman's
controversial “Rwanda
scheme”, which proposes
relocating asylum seekers
to Rwanda.
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Saudi Arabia’s infla-
tion slightly eases to
1.6% in October

audi Arabia’s consumer price index fell to 1.6
percent in October from 1.7 percent in Septem-
ber, official data showed.

According to the General Authority for Statistics, infla-
tion fell due to a 0.8 percent dip in personal goods and
services expenses in October.

Prices for furnishings and household equipment also
witnessed a monthly drop of 0.3 percent in October.
Clothing and footwear expenses also decreased by 0.3
percent during the same period.

On the other hand, food and beverage prices increased
by 0.6 percent month on month in October, while ex-
penses for education also rose by 0.9 percent.

Saudi Arabia’s resilience in controlling the inflation rate
comes in line with the predictions made by the Inter-
national Monetary Fund.

In June, the IMF had projected that the inflation rate in
Saudi Arabia will average at 2.8 percent in 2023 amid
global economic headwinds.

The Washington-based lendor had claimed in April
that the possibilities of a rise in headline and core infla-
tion in oil-exporting countries like Saudi Arabia are low.
“Headline and core inflation in many oil-exporting
countries like Bahrain, Iraq, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, and
Saudi Arabia remain relatively lower than elsewhere —
as subsidies and caps on certain products, the strength-
ening of the US dollar to which many of the countries
peg their currencies, and limited share of food in the
consumer price index basket have helped to offset im-
ported inflationary pressures,” said the IMF.
Moreover, the overall inflation rate in Saudi Arabia
increased by 1.6 percent in October compared to the
year-ago period.

The annual rise in inflation was mainly attributed to
higher housing rent prices, which recorded a signifi-
cant increase of 9.3 percent.

“Prices for rents were the main driver of the inflation
rate in October 2023 due to their high relative impor-
tance in the Saudi consumer basket with a weight of 21
percent,” said GASTAT in the report.

On an annual basis, food and beverage expenses in-
creased by 0.8 percent, primarily driven by the rise in
milk products and egg prices by 4.4 percent.

In contrast, furnishings, household equipment, and
maintenance prices dipped by 3.1 percent in October
2023, compared to the same month of the previous
year.

Meanwhile, in another report, GASTAT revealed that
Saudi Arabia’s wholesale price index increased by 1
percent in October, compared to the year-ago period.
GASTAT attributed the rise in WPI to an increase in
prices of dairy products which went up by 14.5 percent
in the same period.

Compared to September 2023, the Kingdom’s WPI rose
by 0.5 percent as a result of the increase in the prices
of transportable goods which surged by 1.8 percent.

Economy alnisl
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Real estate trading volume reaches QR1.3bn in October 2023

he volume of real estate trading in Shahaniya.

T sale contracts registered with the
Real Estate Registration Depart-
ment at the Ministry of Justice in October
2023 amounted to QR1,329,442,298. tions amounted to QR
500,633,884. The
financial value of Al
Rayyan municipal-
ity’s transactions
amounted to QR
428,021,059;
while the
financial value
of Al Dhaayen
municipality’s

The data of the real estate analytical
bulletin issued by the Ministry of Justice
revealed that 332 real estate transactions
were recorded during the month. Com-
pared to September 2023, the index of
sold real estate registered an increase of
11 percent, and the index of traded areas
registered an increase of 28 percent.

Doha, Al Rayyan, and Al Dhaayen munic- transactions
ipalities topped the most active transac- amount-
tions in terms of financial value in October ed to QR
2023, according to the real estate market 144,837,012.
index, followed by Umm Slal, Al Wakrah, The financial

Al Khor, Al Dhakira, Al Shamal, and Al value of Umm Slal

The real estate market index for October
revealed that the financial value of
Doha municipality’s transac-

municipality’s transactions amounted to
QR 114,472,316. Al Wakrah municipality
recorded transactions with a value of
QR 82, 281,329, while Al Khor
and Al Dhakira municipality
recorded transactions
with a value of QR
43,331,656, Al
Shamal munici-
pality recorded

In terms of the

traded space index, indicators reveal that
Al Rayyan, Doha, and Al Dhaayen munic-
ipalities recorded the most active mu-
nicipalities in terms of traded real estate
spaces during October, with 39 percent
for Al Rayyan, followed by Doha munici-
pality with 19 percent, Al Dhaayen with 13
percent. Umm Slal recorded 11 percent, Al
Wakrah recorded 9 percent, Al Khor and Al
Dhakira recorded 6 percent, Al Shamal 3

trading with percent of the total traded spaces.
avalue of QR In terms of the index of the number of
14,295,042, real estate transactions (sold properties),
and Al trading indices revealed that the most ac-
Shahaniya tive municipalities during October were Al
municipali- Rayyan (30 percent) followed by Doha (19
ty recorded percent), Al Dhaayen (18 percent), Umm
transactions Salal (12 percent), Al Wakrah (10 percent),

with a value of Al Khor and Al Dhakira recorded (8 per-

QR 1,570,000. cent), and Al Shamal recorded (3 percent)

of the total real estate transactions.
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The Islamic Center of Detroit (ICD) exists
to serve the most vulnerable people
within Metropolitan Detroit through the
Muslim faith, Islamic principles, and a
fundamental belief in assisting others.
Officially opened to the public in January
2000, the ICD offers programming not
only to its Muslim constituency, but
also the underserved surrounding the
Brooks, Fiskhorn, Warrendale, and Cody
Rouge neighborhoods, and surrounding
communities.

cm*ﬂ

sy Food Program

@ child And Adult Care
Mental health services
Banquet Hall
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Community services
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Report : US defense
chief warned Gal-
lant about Israeli
military actions in
Lebanon

Israeli counterpart Yaov Gallant about Israel’s
role in escalating tensions along the border be-
tween Israel and Lebanon, Axios reported on.

U S Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin warned his

“Austin’s message to Gallant reflected growing anxiety in
the White House that Israeli military action in Lebanon is
exacerbating tensions along the border, which could lead
to a regional war,” Axios reported citing Israeli and US
sources briefed on the call between the two.

The report stated: “Some in the Biden administration are
concerned Israel is trying to provoke Hezbollah and cre-
ate a pretext for a wider war in Lebanon that could draw
the US and other countries further into the conflict.” Is-
raeli officials categorically deny this.

Tensions continue to grow north of the Israeli border,
with attacks by Iran-backed Lebanese militia Hezbollah
launching regular attacks targeting Israeli sites and the
Israeli military returning fire.

Gallant warned on that as Hezbollah continued to carry
out attacks on northern Israel, the militia was “close to
making a grave mistake” that will not end well for Beirut
residents.

“Hezbollah is dragging Lebanon into a war that may hap-
pen, and it is making mistakes. If it makes mistakes of
this kind, the ones who will pay the price are first of all
the citizens of Lebanon. What we are doing in Gaza we
know how to do in Beirut,” Gallant said as cited by the
Times of Israel.

The Axios report cited a US source as saying that the
White House asked Austin to express concern to Gallant
about escalating Israeli military action in Lebanon.

“It was a very direct and frank conversation and Austin
specifically mentioned concerns about Israeli military
action in Lebanon,” the report said, adding that “Austin
asked Gallant for clarification about Israeli air strikes in
Lebanon and asked that Israel avoids steps that could
lead to an all out war between Israel and Hezbollah.”
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Report: Germany Set to Double Ukraine Military Aid under Scholz Plan

coalition has agreed in principle to dou-

ble the country’s military aid for Ukraine
next year to 8 billion euros ($8.5 billion), a political
source in Berlin said on.

G erman chancellor Olaf Scholz’s governing

If approved by parliament, where Scholz’s parties
hold a majority, the boost would lift Germany’s de-
fense spending to 2.1% of its gross domestic product
target, beyond the 2% pledged by all North Atlantic
Treaty Organization members, the source added.

Lawmakers of Scholz’s Social Democrats, the Free
Democrats and the Green party agreed on the in-
crease in negotiations over the proposed 2024 fed-
eral budget ahead of a formal meeting of the budget
committee of the Bundestag - or lower house of par-
liament - on Nov. 16, the source said.

Bloomberg News first reported on the news on Sat-
urday, citing people familiar with the matter.

A spokesperson for Germany’s Ministry of Defense
said the Bundestag committee has not finished nego-
tiations and declined to comment further.
Germany’s Bild am Sonntag newspaper also said the
committee is due to approve the additional 4 billion
euros.

«Doubling the military spending is both the right
thing to do and important,” it quoted member of
parliament Andreas Schwarz, who acts as an SPD
military budget official, as saying.

«With the move we will underscore our promise
to Ukraine with the necessary funds. The fact that
we will also be able to fulfil our NATO obligation is
a great success of the ... coalition,” he was reported
as saying.

A European Union plan to spend up to 20 billion eu-
ros ($21.4 billion) on military aid for Ukraine is meet-
ing with resistance from EU countries, diplomats
said.
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Tehran to Wash-
ington: ‘We do not
want Gaza-lIsrael
war to escalate’

spoke with the Financial Times from Geneva and re-
vealed that back-channel communications with the US
have been active since the start of the Gaza-Israel war.

I ranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian

“Over the past 40 days, messages have been exchanged be-
tween Iran and the US via the US interests section at the
Swiss embassy in Tehran,” Iran’s top diplomat told the British
news outlet.

“We said that Iran does not want the war to spread, but due
to the approach adopted by the US and Israel in the region,
if the crimes against the people of Gaza and the West Bank
are not stopped, any possibility could be considered, and a
wider conflict could prove inevitable,” Amir-Abdollahian re-
vealed.

According to the newspaper, he ruled out the possibility of
direct talks between Tehran and Washington. He also ac-
cused the US of inviting Tehran “to exercise restraint” while
it was itself escalating the war in Gaza.

“Our military officials are of the opinion that the deployment
of US aircraft carriers near our region, which makes them
accessible, is not a strong point for the US. Rather, it makes
them more vulnerable to possible strikes,” Amir-Abdollahian
said.

“The war has already expanded in the region,” he added.
“The fact that the Yemeni army attacks the occupied lands
with missiles and drones means the war has begun to ex-
pand. The fact that Hezbollah is fighting with a third of the
Israeli army shows the war has expanded.”

He stressed that factions within the Resistance Axis —includ-
ing Hezbollah, Ansarallah, and the Islamic Resistance in Iraq
—are not Iranian proxies and have “an independent political
identity.” However, he warned that these groups “are not in-
different towards the killing of their Muslim and Arab peers
in Palestine.”

Commenting on US airstrikes on alleged Iranian positions in
Syria, Amir-Abdollahian denied the Pentagon’s claims, saying
that “no Iranian forces were struck” and that, had this not
been the case, Iran’s response would have been “tough.”
The Iranian foreign minister also revealed that the Pales-
tinian resistance in Gaza “never” asked Iran to enter the
war. “They have everything, and they produce missiles and
drones themselves. Palestinian resistance groups have the
capability to produce the military equipment they need in-
side Palestine.”

“It is now the time for a face-to-face confrontation between
the Palestinian resistance groups and Israeli forces. This is
what the resistance groups have been waiting for for weeks
[...] I can say clearly, considering the knowledge we have and
following meetings with leaders in the region, that the fate
of this war will be determined by resistance groups, not Isra-

|u

el,” Amir-Abdollahian stressed.
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Algeria will once again send an
ambassador to Spain after 19
months of crisis

he government of President Abdelmajid Tebboune has decided to close the dip-
T lomatic crisis that opened 19 months ago between Algeria and Spain and will

send a new ambassador from the Maghreb country to Madrid, in an attempt to
normalise relations that were significantly deteriorated after the turnaround of the
government of Pedro Sanchez on the Western Sahara issue.

On 19 March 2022, Tebboune recalled his ambassador to Spain, Said Moussi, for con-
sultations in protest at the letter sent five days earlier by Sdnchez to the Alaouite mon-
arch, in which he set aside Spain’s traditional position of support for a referendum on
self-determination in the Sahara and aligned himself with Morocco’s proposal to grant
autonomy to the Saharawis.

Now, the Algerian leader has considered that the time has come to return to diplomatic
normality, as El Confidencial reported yesterday, and has apparently chosen Abdelfetah
Daghmoum, a veteran diplomat who was already posted in Madrid a few years ago as
minister-counsellor, that is, as ‘number two’ in the embassy, to fill the vacancy left by
Saudi Moussi — today ambassador in Paris. After being appointed ambassador to Guinea
Conakry, Daghmoum was currently posted to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

A spokesperson for the Spanish Foreign Ministry consulted by The Diplomat limited
himself to a ‘no comment’ when trying to confirm that Algeria was going to send an
ambassador to Spain again.

In any case, the information on the decision to close the diplomatic crisis was also picked
up by Algerian media, such as TSA, which confirms that the Algerian authorities have
indeed opted to seek a new situation. The newspaper quotes Djamel Eddine Bouah,
bdalla president of the Algerian-Spanish Circle of Commerce and Industry (CCIAE), who
points out that the normalisation of relations began to be discussed in contacts between
Spain and Algeria in September in New York, in the margins of the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly.

Precisely, it would have been some words pronounced by the Prime Minister, Pedro San-
chez, before the General Assembly, which would have moved Algiers to consider closing
the crisis. The Algerians would have appreciated the fact that he spoke of seeking a solu-
tion to the Sahara conflict “within the framework of the United Nations Charter and the
Security Council resolutions”. And that he advocated a ‘political and mutually acceptable
solution’ for both parties, without mentioning the Moroccan proposal for autonomy.
Algiers also seems to have welcomed the fact that, following the outbreak of war be-
tween Israel and Hamas, Sanchez has emphasised the need to move towards the cre-
ation of a Palestinian state living side by side with Israel. Algeria is one of the strongest
supporters of the Palestinians, both the National Authority and Hamas, and does not
recognise Israel.

According to El Confidencial, it is unclear whether the appointment of a new ambas-
sador in Madrid will quickly put an end to the Algerian boycott of Spanish products. On
8 June 2022, the Algerian presidency suspended the friendship and cooperation treaty
signed with Spain in 2002. It then vetoed, without ever publicly acknowledging it, trade
with Spain and excluded Spanish companies from public tenders. It only maintained gas
exports through the Medgaz pipeline from Beni-Saf to Almeria.

Spanish companies harmed by the boycott, which have lost billions of euros in exports,
have regrouped to found the Association of Companies Affected by the Algerian Crisis.
Their intention is to file a claim for financial liability against the state for damages suf-
fered as a result of a political decision by the government. It is mainly Italian exporters
that have been filling the gaps left by the Spanish.

Two months before the trade embargo came into force, Algiers adopted another sanc-
tion. From 2 April 2022, it suspended repatriations of irregular Algerian immigrants who
had landed on the Spanish mainland and in the Balearic Islands. Until then, these repa-
triations were carried out by boat.
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Le Figaro: French am-
bassadors concerned
about Paris’ position

on the Gaza war

collectively expressed regret in a joint note for Paris’
stance on the current Gaza war, which marks a break
with French policy.

S everal French ambassadors to the Middle East have

Several French ambassadors to the Middle East and some
Maghreb countries collectively expressed regret in a joint note
for Paris’ position in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, due to Pres-
ident Emmanuel Macron’s pro-Israel shift in the current war on
the Gaza Strip.

The newspaper explained — in an article by George Malbruno —
that the memorandum was sent to the Foreign Ministry and the
presidential residence, and according to a diplomat read it, “it is
not a simple matter, but can be described as an opposition note
in which these ambassadors assert that our pro-Israel position at
the beginning of the crisis is not understood in the Middle East,
because it contradicts our traditional balanced position on Israelis
and Palestinians.”

According to this diplomat, “the memorandum confirms France’s
loss of credibility and influence, paints the bad image of our coun-
try in the Arab world, and then hints diplomatically to some ex-
tent that all this is caused by the positions taken by the President
of the Republic.”

An unprecedented collective approach

Three experienced former diplomats confirmed to Le Figaro that
this “collective approach is unprecedented on the part of French
ambassadors to the Middle East,” and another Foreign Ministry
diplomat close to the protesters explained that they “shouldered
their responsibilities united, and in their minds that this is the first
step.”

For its part, the French presidency and the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs downplayed the importance of these pent-up statements,
and the protesters explained that “diplomatic correspondence
that by definition is considered confidential,” adding that “this is
one of many contributions, but it is the political authorities elect-
ed by the French - such as the president of the republic and his
government - that ultimately decide France’s foreign policy.”
Some French ambassadors no longer have access to some deci-
sion-making circles in the countries where they are based, and
one ambassador has even received death threats from extremists
angry at the positions taken by Paris.

Macron’s proposal, when he met in Tel Aviv with Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu, to expand the international coalition
against the Islamic State to include the Islamic Resistance Move-
ment (Hamas), was an incomprehensible idea in the Middle East,
before it was abandoned.

The proposal has drawn so much criticism of France after the
United States and Britain that “we are sometimes accused of
complicity in genocide,” says a young diplomat based in the Mid-
dle East, echoing the complaints of senior diplomats.

Some French ambassadors no longer have access to some deci-
sion-making circles in the countries where they are based, and
Safir has even received death threats from extremists angry at the
positions taken by Paris, according to Le Figaro.
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A Republican congressman
has introduced a bill propos-
ing a ban on the entry of Pal-
estinians to the US.

epresentative Ryan Zinke, who currently sits in the US
R House of Representatives, introduced the Safeguarding
Americans from Extremism Act along with 10 Republican
colleagues on, including Representative Majorie Taylor Greene.

The proposed bill would stop any Palestinians with a passport is-
sued by the Palestinian Authority from entering the US, alongside a
host of other restrictions.

These include the banning and revoking of visas after 1 October, a
ban on granting asylum status and temporary protected status and
revocation of said status if requested from 1 October, a ban and
revoking of parole from 1 October and issuing a crackdown on Pal-
estinians without lawful status by US immigration agencies.

The legislation also refers to Palestinians as “covered aliens” which
are defined as “an alien who is a holder of a passport or other travel
document issued by the Palestinian Authority.”

During the release, Zinke said: “I don’t trust the Biden Administra-
tion any more than | do the Palestinian Authority to screen who is
allowed to come into the United States.”

“This is the most anti-Hamas immigration legislation | have seen
and it’s well deserved,” he added.

Zinke was previously secretary of the Department of Interior under
then-President Donald Trump, during which Trump had called for a
ban on Muslims entering the US.

Trump placed restrictions on people entering the US from a number
of Muslim-majority countries following his election.
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HRW: Ethiopia Hu-
man Rights Viola-
tions Continue One
Year After Peace
Deal Signing

uman Rights Watch on called on the United
H Nations and the international community to

“maintain pressure” on the Ethiopian govern-
ment to ensure justice for victims of atrocities, one year
after the end of the Tigray war.

The two-year conflict in northern Ethiopia between forc-
es loyal to Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed’s government and
the Tigray People’s Liberation Front, TPLF, killed half a
million people, according to the United States, with all
parties accused of grave rights abuses.

A peace deal brokered in South Africa by the African
Union on November 2 last year brought an end to the
fighting in Tigray but clashes have since erupted in other
parts of the country, notably in Amhara region, whose
forces supported federal troops during the war.
“While the Ethiopian government and its international
partners tout the tremendous progress made in the past
year, civilians in conflict areas are still bearing the brunt
of atrocities,” said Laetitia Bader, deputy Africa director
at HRW.

The rights group said Eritrean forces, which backed Abiy
during the conflict, had “carried out killings, sexual vio-
lence, abductions, and pillage, and obstructed human-
itarian assistance, and impeded the work of AU moni-
tors” following the signing of the peace deal.

The federal government’s decision to impose a six-
month state of emergency in early August in Amhara has
also raised fears, with the UN-backed Commission of Hu-
man Rights Experts on Ethiopia warning of an increase in
rights abuses in the region.

HRW spoke to a 24-year-old woman in the North Gondar
zone in Amhara who said, “people are getting killed and
arrested. Things are much worse. | don’t feel safe right
now. No one is feeling safe.”

Tensions surged in the region after Abiy’s government
announced in April that it was dismantling regional forc-
es across the country, triggering protests by Amhara na-
tionalists.

Bader said that the country was witnessing “past viola-
tors repeat patterns of abuses without consequences.”
“Ethiopia’s many victims deserve a future that is not
marred by recurring abuses and impunity,” she added.
It is impossible to verify the situation on the ground in
Ambhara or Tigray because media access in both regions
is heavily restricted.

The International Organization for Migration, IOM, says
access to key services including banking, electricity and
internet resumed in some parts of Tigray over the past
year, but added that one million people remain displaced
across the region.
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Scientists grow mouse
embryos in space for
the first time

ouse embryos were grown on board the
M International Space Station, a possible

indication humans may be able to re-
produce in space.

The new experiment is the first-time mammalian
embryos have been cultivated and grown in space,
250 miles above the planet’s surface.

To carry out the experiment, scientists first fertilized
mouse embryos and developed them until a two-cell
stage before freezing them and launching them into
space. Then, astronauts aboard the ISS thawed the
frozen embryos and developed them for four days
before sending them back to Earth to be analyzed.

The results of the experiment showed the micrograv-
ity environment aboard the ISS had little to no effect
on how the embryos developed during the early
stages.

Teruhiko Wakayama, a researcher at the University
of Yamanashi in Japan, and lead author of the new
study, says the results are an important part of the
next phase of human spaceflight.

“There is a possibility of pregnancy during a future
trip to Mars because it will take more than 6 months
to travel there,” Wakayama said in New Scientist.
“We are conducting research to ensure we will be
able to safely have children if that time comes.”
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Vivo X100 Pro Unveiled:
A Game-Changer in
Smartphone Cameras

a flagship martphone that challenges the

conventional boundaries of mobile technol-
ogy. This launch signifies a major shift in the smart-
phone landscape, traditionally dominated by Apple
and Samsung, showcasing the potential of Android
manufacturers in driving innovation.

V ivo has recently unveiled the Vivo X100 Pro,

Revolutionary Camera System: The Vivo X100 Pro, in col-
laboration with Zeiss, features a ground-breaking cam-
era setup. It includes a 1-inch Sony IMX989 sensor and
a new multi-layer nanocrystal coating for improved clar-
ity, alongside a telephoto camera capable of up to 100X
digital zoom. These advancements promise a significant
leap in photography capabilities compared to its prede-
cessors and rivals.

Cutting-Edge Display and Performance: The device boasts
a 6.78-inch AMOLED display with a peak brightness of
3,000 nits, potentially surpassing competitors like the iP-
hone 15 Pro Max and Pixel 8 Pro. Performance-wise, it’s
powered by the Dimensity 9300 chipset, complemented
by the latest LPDDR5T memory and UFS4.0 storage, en-
suring top-tier speed and efficiency.

Advanced Power and Design Features: The Vivo X100 Pro
is equipped with a dual-cell 5,400mAh battery support-
ing 100W wired and 50W wireless charging. It comes in
four distinct colours, each with a unique texture, adding
to its aesthetic appeal and ergonomic design.

Vivo’s latest offering, the Vivo X100 Pro, is set to hit
the Chinese market later this month, with international
availability expected at a later date. While direct price
conversions from Chinese markets to USD can be mis-
leading, the announced prices indicate a competitive
edge in the global market.

The camera system is a standout feature, developed in
partnership with Zeiss. It boasts a 1-inch Sony IMX989
sensor, enhanced optics with anti-glaring properties, and
a telephoto camera with a unique floating design. This
setup not only improves clarity by 20% over the Vivo X90
Pro Plus but also offers a range of portrait modes and
impressive zoom capabilities.

In terms of hardware, the Vivo X100 Pro doesn’t disap-
point. Its large, ultra-bright display and the combination
of Dimensity 9300, LPDDR5T memory, and UFS4.0 stor-
age position it as a formidable contender in the high-end
smartphone market. The dual-cell battery with rapid
charging capabilities further enhances its user appeal.
The Vivo X100 Pro is a bold statement from Vivo, show-
casing their commitment to innovation and challenging
the status quo in the smartphone industry. Its advanced
camera system, superior display, and high-end perfor-
mance specifications set a new benchmark for what
modern smartphones can offer.
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The Top 5 Men’s Winter Fashion Items and Accessories to Add to Your Wardrobe Now

inter fashion is not just about stay-
W ing warm; it’s also an opportunity to

express your personal style. In this
article, we’ll explore the top five men’s winter
fashion items and accessories that will help
you stay cozy and fashionable throughout the
colder months. From classic essentials to trendy
pieces, these items will ensure you’re always on
point with your winter look.

The hooded gilet

When it comes to men’s winter fashion, there’s one
item that should be a part of every wardrobe, and
that's a padded gilet. We love YOUTHUP’s hooded
gilet — a versatile piece that effortlessly combines
functionality and style. Guaranteed to keep you warm
during the winter months, its lightweight design
means it will do so without the bulk of typical winter
wear, and with its sleek design and versatile colour
options, it looks great thrown on over long-sleeved
t-shirts, jumpers and any other staples you happen to
have in your wardrobe. Gilets are a major style trend
for this winter, and with the Youthup hooded gilet
you'll be nailing it whilst enjoying the utmost of com-
fort. It's a win, win.

The wool pea coat
A classic winter staple that exudes
timeless elegance, the wool pea coat
is a winter wardrobe staple for the
sartorial male. Featuring a suave
double-breasted design and broad
lapels, it exudes smartness and
looks great worn over business
wear, but it’s also great
thrown on over casual
attire, like jeans and

a jumper, to dress
your look up a bit.
Sleek and modern,
the peacoat is a
structured jacket
made from wool,

s0 it’s certain to

keep you warm

and is a classic

piece that is worth
investing in as it’ll

last you for many
years to come. Opt
for a traditional black
or navy coat for one that

goes with everything.

The cashmere sweater
As we've touched upon, comfort really is key in winter,
and most of us couldn’t make it through the season
without a snuggly jumper or two. For a sense of sheer
opulence, splurge on a cashmere version this year
and you'll wonder how you ever lived without
it. Offering exceptional softness and warmth,
it feels like a true luxury and choosing a pre-
mium material like cashmere will instantly
elevate your outfit with minimal effort.
Available in a wide variety of hues, choose
a few versatile colours such as navy, cream
and a neutral hue and treat yourself to
one of each so that you'll always have one
to suit every outfit.

The leather gloves

The winter weather can be bitterly
cold, but how exactly do you leverage
the cosiness of warming accessories
without compromising on your care-
fully created personal aesthetic?
When it comes to gloves, swapping
thick, woollen offerings for a pair of

sleek and elegant leather gloves is the ticket to sar-
torial success, and will keep your hands toasty whilst
allowing you to continue looking just as slick as you
usually do. Leather gloves are durable and designed
to last, which makes them another worthwhile in-
vestment that will last you well beyond the upcom-
ing season. Choose a neutral hue for maximum ver-
satility or opt for an extra statement pair for when
you're feeling a little bit more adventurous. A burnt
orange or forest green pair promise to add an extra
sense of seasonal allure.

The beanie hat

A stylish beanie hat is the perfect way to complete
your winter ensemble, and the good news is that
they are another major trend for the coming sea-
son. Practical in that they promise to keep your
head and ears nice and snug, they also exude a
sense of casual charm and can be worn to com-
pliment all kinds of looks — whether urban, sporty,
classic or anything in between. Even better, they
can hide a multitude of sins, too, so if you're hav-
ing a bad hair day then your beanie is the perfect
solution. In fact, once you've owned one, you're
unlikely to ever go back, because they really are the
ultimate winter wardrobe essential.
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Izmir, the pearl of the
Aegean Sea” ...the third
largest city in Tiirkiye

important port. This city is called “Pearl of the Aege-
an”. A city of palm lined promenades, avenues and gren
parks set in sweeping curves along a circular bay. Izmir has
an expectionally nild climate. Turkey’s Aegean region is
amond the loveliest landscapes in the country. The maghnifi-
cent costline, lapped by the clear water of the Aegean Sea,

I zmir is Turkey’s third largest city and the second most

abounds in vast and pristine beaches surrounded by olive
groves and pinewoods. There are an abundance of wonder-
ful fishing harbors, popular holiday villages, and the remains
of ancient civilzations; you will see more than 5,000 years of
history. This region offers an expectionally attractive venue
for meetings, incentives and conferences.

A visit to Efes (Ephesus) is a must and will give long lasting
memories. If this city name sounds familiar to you, you are
probably correct. Ephesus is the home of the Virgin Mary.
Ephesus is the highlight of any visit to Turkey. Efes (Ephesus)
is located near the top of Mount Nightingale overlooking Sel-
juk. According to the Holy Bible, Saint John brought Mary to
Ephesus after Christ’s death. A small house was built for her
on Mount Nightingale, where the spend the last days of her
life. Officially sanctioned by the Vatican, it is now a popu-
lar site, visited by Christians and Muslims from all over the
world. A commemoration ceremony is held here every year
on the 15th of August.

Izmir has many ancient old cities with ancient ruins stil stand-
ing. Among others is the Temple of Artemis. Artemis was a
Roman Goddess. Her huge temple, one of the Seven Won-
ders of the Ancient World, was rebuilt several times. This
temple dates to the third century B.C. The ruins include a
theatre, gymnasium, agora and baths, as well as the Library
of Celcius. Once you visit Izmir, you will feel the difference.
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Arab American Today agull @S,n_;afll @yl

hile Lisbon and Porto are usually
W featured in Portuguese travel itin-

eraries, there’s much more to fall in
love with here: seaside resort towns, moun-
tain peaks, and verdant river valleys where
time seems to stand still. Here are 10 not-to-
be-missed places to visit on your next trip over
the Atlantic.
1. Lisbon
Up to 30 years ago, this historic capital city
was in varying states of disrepair, but today,
thanks to a robust revitalization, this is one of
Europe’s most charismatic and vibrant cities.
Colorful azulejos (ceramic tiles) glisten in its
sun-drenched streets as vintage trams rattle
up hills. Spectacular sunsets over the city’s red-
tiled roofs are cause for saudade—the Portu-
guese word for a feeling of yearning and nos-
talgia—which travelers will feel on their return
home.
Lisbon is a walker’s delight, so meander
through the cobblestone streets to its mira-
douros—Ilookout points to take in the city’s
views—spread across its seven hills facing the
Tagus River. Take the tram to Belém to marvel
at Mosteiro dos Jerénimos, and reward your
efforts with a delicious Pastéis de Belém, the
original pastel de nata (egg custard tart).
2. The Algarve
At the southern end of Portugal, the Algarve
region shines with a memorable coastline,
golden-hued cliffs, and beaches filled with sea
caves. The coastline of Ponta da Piedade in La-
gos features sea pillars, rock arches, and grot-
toes in turquoise waters. It’s breathtaking and
surreal. So is the Benagil cave—one of Portu-
gal’s most famous attractions. Sunlight streams
through its pierced ceiling, illuminating a gold-
sand beach.
3. Porto
Overlooking the Douro River, Porto is known for

* 20  Wal T

its stately bridges, port wine production, and
dizzying viewpoints above terra-cotta rooftops.
Once a trade village, Porto is now enjoying the
fruits of ongoing development with cool cafés,
wine bars, and new cultural offerings that re-
flect the city’s vibrant energy.

4. Douro Valley

For greener pastures, look to the rolling hills of
the Douro Valley, one of the world’s oldest and
best-known demarcated wine regions, dating
back to 1756. Famed for its terraced vineyards,
with vines ribbing the contours of steep granite
slopes, this valley is the birthplace of port.

You can take a languid boat ride (six-seven
hours) from Porto to get here, but the best way
to experience the region is to rent a car and vis-
it Quinta do Noval and other wine-growing es-
tates, known as quintas. Most offer public tours
with winetastings.

5. The Minho

Portugal’s vinho verde hails from this verdant
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region of vineyard-covered valleys and towns
frozen in time. Braga, one of Portugal’s oldest
cities, has many baroque churches, and its old
center brims with cafés, traditional Portuguese
restaurants, and plazas.

6. Evora

A striking cathedral, cloisters, and the columns
of the Templo Romano (near Roman baths)
sit inside Evora’s 14th-century walls. Romans
began inhabiting the city in the 2nd century
B.C.E., and many ruins—including the Tem-
ple of Diana—remain, along with palaces and
convents built by later occupants, including
the Moors and Portuguese royalty. Evora was
deemed a UNESCO World Heritage site in 1986,
and the European Commission has designated
it as 2027’s European capital of culture.

7. Sintra

Portuguese royals used to spend their summers
in Sintra, and it’s easy to see why. This UNESCO
World Heritage site has storybook castles and
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fanciful gardens set in the hills, with imposing
mansions and centuries-old monasteries rising
from a backdrop of dense forests. The iconic
former royal residence, Pena Palace, particular-
ly stands out with its vivid red-and-yellow fa-
cade. Monserrate Palace is likewise grand and,
like its gardens, is steeped in romanticism.

8. Coimbra

Coimbra, on the banks of the Mondego Riv-
er, was once Portugal’s capital and has an Old
Town that dates back to Moorish times. It’s also
a vibrant university town, with one of Europe’s
oldest schools, the University of Coimbra, clas-
sified as a UNESCO World Heritage site. Built on
the grounds of a former palace, the university
is famed for its baroque library, the Biblioteca
Joanina, and 18th-century bell tower. Take time
to enjoy the lavish Botanical Garden of the Uni-
versity of Coimbra or the gardens of Quinta das
Lagrimas.

9. Obidos

As a gift to mark their wedding day in 1282,
King Dinis gave this town to his queen, hence
its nickname “The Town of Queens.” Stroll
through the narrow streets of this small town,
which is encircled by medieval walls and
crowned by a Moorish castle. Travelers can find
old whitewashed houses bordered with blue or
yellow and historic churches worth visiting.
10. Aveiro

Hailed as the Portuguese equivalent to Venice
because of its canals, maritime Aveiro is set
along a lagoon called Ria de Aveiro. Brightly co-
loured moliceiros (traditional boats) float on its
waters, and the city offers art nouveau build-
ings like the Cathedral of Aveiro and the Museu
de Aveiro. Plus, Aveiro is known for a sweet
made with eggs and sugar: Look for ovos moles
(soft eggs) sold in wooden barrels or wrapped
in a crisp wafer in different shapes.
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Yemen’s coffee culture
flourishes amid conflict

AFP
espite the ongoing war, specialty coffee houses offering top-rated pour-over
D coffee are on the rise in Yemen'’s capital, Sanaa, as entrepreneurs turn inward
to support local farmers and revive the country’s deep-rooted coffee heritage
In the midst of Yemen’s war-torn capital, among the damaged buildings and memorials
to fallen fighters, an unexpected consequence of the conflict is spreading - a rise in
specialty coffee houses that serve top-rated pour-over coffee.

The Arabian Peninsula’s most impoverished country, locked in an eight-year conflict be-
tween Iran-backed Houthi rebels and forces supporting the internationally recognized
government, has deep ties to coffee.
Legend has it that Sufi mystics on Yemen'’s western coast were the first people to brew
coffee beans back in the 15th century.
Yet Yemeni entrepreneurs have until recently focused on exporting their best product
to wealthy overseas markets.
The most famous among them is Mokhtar Alkhanshali, whose death-defying bid to ship
a container full of specialty beans during the war’s early stages was chronicled in Dave
Eggers’ 2018 best-selling book “The Monk of Mokha.”
For other Yemenis, however, blocked ports and related restrictions imposed during the
war have inspired them to turn inward, giving rise to a cafe scene that today brings
flashes of Brooklyn and Paris to Sanaa’s war-scarred streets.
“People started to feel like Yemeni coffee was costing a lot and they lost interest in
buying it,” said Rashed Ahmed Shagea of Durar Coffee, recalling how the export market
soured as fighting broke out in 2015.
In response, he opened a cozy shop in central Sanaa where customers can sample beans
from all over the country, surrounded by Yemeni art and Yemeni-made wood furniture.
“We had to think of another way to support our farmers,” Shagea said.
“Everybody said it's impossible to work in Yemen, that peo-
ple had no purchasing power ... But we insisted.”
‘A magical drink’
In southern Sanaa’s Hadda neighborhood, Hus-
sein Ahmed made a similar gamble in 2018,
opening his Mocha Hunters cafe on a street
dotted with million-dollar villas.
It was the culmination of a long personal
journey with coffee that began when he
and his Japanese wife founded a cafe in
Tokyo more than a decade ago.
After the marriage ended, Ahmed also
. turned his attention to exporting,
% but wartime hurdles and a travel
ban against Yemenis introduced
by former U.S. President Don-
ald Trump spurred him to
consider opportunities in his
home country.
In the cafe’s early days, Ahmed
could sometimes count on one
hand the number of customers
who dropped by.
Now the patio is full most after-
noons, with Yemenis and foreigners
drawn to the simple menu: 750 Yemeni rials
(around $1.50) for pour-over drip and gishr, a traditional drink made from coffee husks,
and 1,000 Yemeni rials (around $2) for cold brew.
“It's like a wave,” Ahmed said, adding this was only natural for a country of coffee “pio-
neers” who transformed it “from seeds to a magical drink”.
The specialty offerings are a far cry from the commercial-grade coffee, often loaded
with milk and sugar, that many Yemenis are used to consuming, Ahmed said.
“This movement, it reintroduces what is good taste,” he said, with a touch of the haugh-
tiness required of any self-respecting trendsetter.
“We tell customers, ‘Your taste or preference doesn’t matter to us. We drink what we
think is good.”
‘Angels singing’ in cup
Both Durar and Mocha Hunters still depend heavily on their export business, which
became easier after a truce was announced in April last year.
Yemeni coffee is world-renowned: James Freeman, the founder of Blue Bottle Coffee,
once said of Alkhanshali’s Port of Mokha product “this is what angels singing tastes like.”
Sales abroad have been boosted further by Yemeni diaspora communities wracked with
nostalgia for their homeland but reluctant to return because of the fighting, Ahmed
said.
“I think our expats, our people who live abroad, because of the hardness of travel,
become more emotional about their land. So they buy local products,” he said.
“It's a global movement, specialty coffee, but in Yemen, it's more emotional.”
Back home, meanwhile, entrepreneurs are bullish on local consumption, especially if a
durable ceasefire were to take hold and improve the economy.
More than two-thirds of the population currently depend on aid to survive.
“This place will grow in the future to become the largest coffee center in the Middle
East,” predicted Ghaleb Yahya Alharazi, manager of Haraz, a coffee house that opened
last year and can accommodate 1,000 people.
“We have a goal, which is a journey back to the glory, culture, and authenticity of Ye-
meni coffee.”
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Italian archaeologists
open 2,600-year-old tomb
for first time, find wealthy
family’s treasures

ommunity leaders and archeologists in central Italy recently
C gathered in the municipality of Montalto di Castro for the

opening of a tomb that dates back more than 2 1/2 millen-
nia, the municipality announced in a social media post.

we witnessed the opening of an ancient Etruscan tomb buried at the Os-
teria Necropolis in Vulci,” the municipality of Montalto di Castro, which
sits along the Mediterranean Sea about 100 miles northwest of Rome,
wrote Oct. 27 on Facebook, calling the grand unveiling “a day of culture
and history” in a translated statement.

Historians say the Etruscans built their civilization on a portion of the land
that is now modern-day ltaly, beginning as early as 900 B.C., and operated
as a network of city-states not completely unlike the Roman Republic that
came after it. The Etruscans dominated Italy until falling, as a result of the
Roman-Etruscan wars, to the then-expanding Roman empire around the
4th century B.C.

Vulci, an archaeological site in the northern Lazio region not far from
Montalto di Castro, was once a rich Etruscan city. Its ruins have become a
popular spot for tourist visits and as well as a place of interest for archae-
ological excavations.

The tomb discovered there earlier this year was found remarkably intact
when it was officially opened at the end of October, for the first time
in about 2,600 years, according to the Italian online magazine Finestre
sull’Arte, which focuses on ancient and contemporary art. It was opened
and explored following the opening of a similar tomb in the area this past
April, the magazine reported. Montalto di Castro Mayor Emanuela Socc-
iarelli attended the opening along with Simona Baldassarre, the councilor
of culture for the Lazio region, Simona Carosi, the manager of the Super-
intendency of Archaeology for the province of Viterbo and southern Etru-
ria, and Carlos Casi, the director of the Vulci Foundation, which helped
lead the excavation alongside archeologists.

Archaeologists found a collection of long-lost treasures inside the ancient
tomb, including a collection of pottery and amphorae, which are tall jars
with two handles and a narrow neck typically associated with ancient
Greek or Roman cultures. The jars contained wine from Greece, likely
from the island of Chios, Finestre sull’Arte reported. It could be a relic of
the wine trade happening at that time in history.

Utensils, cups, iron objects, and a variety of ceramics and decorative ac-
cessories were also found inside the tomb in perfect condition, as was a
tablecloth that may have been used for a funerary ritual offering called
“the last meal” or “meal of the dead.” A bronze cauldron was also found.
The stockpile of personal belongings found inside the tomb suggests the
family for whom it was constructed was probably quite wealthy in their
day.

The complex structure and layout of the burial site is also important to ar-
cheologists and historians, Casi told the Italian news outlet Il Messaggero,
noting that the tomb “appears to be characterized by a partition saved in
the rock which creates a passage arch between the dromos, i.e. the short
corridor with steps, and the vestibule, from which the two rooms were
accessed, the front one and the one on the left: the usual one on the
right is missing, evidently because the space had already been occupied
by other tombs.”
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5 tips for getting your
child’s sleep schedule
back on track for school

mer with relaxed schedules, trips and sleepovers. As the school
year is fast approaching, and as parents, you want to make sure
your kids are energized and prepared for full days of learning.

I t is common for kids’ sleep schedules to get off track over the sum-

With a little bit of time and a few simple adjustments, you can help your
kids wake up feeling rested and ready for the new school year.

In this article, Dr. Priya Mody, a pediatrician in CHOC'’s primary care net-
work, offers tips to help get kids’ sleep schedules back on track for the
school year.

Adjusting your child’s summer sleep schedule for back to school

Try to set new sleep habits before the start of the school year. Establish
new bedtime and wake-up times at least two weeks before classes
begin to help your kids
adjust to the first few days
of school when they need
to wake up earlier. If the
first day of school is less
than two weeks away,
start adjusting as soon as
you can.

It can be challenging to
create a new sleep sched-
ule after the summer
break, so setting your
alarm and slowly moving
your kids" wake-up time
earlier by 15 minutes

each day can help. Putting
them to bed 15 minutes
earlier each night can also
help ensure they are still
getting their recommend-
ed amount of sleep.

How to help kids and teens
establish healthy back-to-
school sleep habits

1. Once you have a solid
sleep schedule, stick to it.
Once you are able to adjust
your child’s sleep schedule
for school, make sure to be
consistent. Keeping the same sleep schedule even on the weekends can
help keep kids’ circadian rhythms (the body’s internal clock) regulated.
2. Restart the before-school bedtime routines.

Get back to the school-night bedtime routine that may have relaxed over
the summer. Encourage your kids to wind down 20 to 30 minutes before
bedtime by playing quiet music, reading a book or listening to a bedtime
story. TV or other digital screens should not be included in quiet time.
After quiet time, try to follow a consistent bedtime routine such as get-
ting into pajamas, taking a shower, going to the bathroom and brushing
teeth. Set a time limit for quiet time and the bedtime routine so it does
not drag on and your child knows what to expect.

3. Limit screen time before bed.

The blue light from cell phones, tablets and laptops can confuse our bod-
ies into thinking that it’s still light outside, making it harder to fall asleep.
Studies have shown that blue light devices reduce or delay the natural
production of melatonin in the evening, which decreases the feeling
sleepiness and lengthens the amount of time it takes to fall asleep.
Screens should be turned off at least one hour prior to bedtime.

4. Be active after school.

After-school exercise like sports practice, family walks or a workout vid-
eo can help tire your child out to make it easier for them to fall asleep.
Incorporate physical activity during the day but stick to quiet activities
right before bedtime.

5. Avoid caffeine within six hours of your child’s bedtime.

Children should generally avoid drinking caffeinated beverages like cof-
fee, energy drinks, soda and tea. Adolescents should avoid caffeine for
six hours before bedtime because it may interfere with their ability to
sleep. Don't forget that there can be caffeine in chocolate, too!
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7 Common Characteristics of a
Strong Willed Woman

with. But what makes a woman strong-willed?
What are the common characteristics that
these women possess?

S trong-willed women are a force to be reckoned

In this article, we will explore the top seven common
traits. From unwavering confidence to a fierce sense
of independence, these characteristics are what make
these women stand out from the crowd.

Whether you are a strong-willed woman yourself or
are looking to become one, this article will provide
valuable insights and inspiration to help you succeed
in all areas of your life.

Definition of Strong-Willed Women

A strong-willed woman is a person

who possesses a unique set of

Independence is another key characteristic of a
strong-willed woman. She is self-sufficient and auton-
omous, and she does not need anyone else to tell her
what to do or how to do it. She is capable of taking
care of herself and is not afraid to take risks. This in-
dependence can be seen in her personal life, as well
as in her professional career. She is not afraid to take
on new challenges and is always looking for ways to
improve herself.
They Know Their Worth
Confidence is another important characteristic of a
strong-willed woman. She knows her worth and is not
afraid to stand up for herself. She is comfortable in her
own skin and is not afraid to be herself. This
confidence can be seen in the way she
carries herself, the way she speaks,
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5 Ways to Elevate Your Luxury
Home and Get It Ready for Winter

to start preparing your home for the new season and getting it

nice and cosy for the shorter, darker days and colder nights. As a
luxury property owner, infusing comfort without compromising on style or
that sense of opulence you've worked so hard to create can be a fine bal-
ance, but with the right approach, it’s entirely possible to achieve the best
of both worlds.

W ith winter just around the corner, there’s no time like the present

Here, we take a look at some simple ways to combine functionality with aes-
thetics to turn your home into a cosy winter retreat.

Secondary window glazing

Keeping the drafts out is key during the winter months, and secondary win-
dow glazing is a great way to ensure you have an air-tight envelope. Also often
known as ‘storm windows’, secondary window glazing provides an additional
layer of glass or plastic installed either in the interior or to the exterior of your
windows, creating a buffer between the two and offering additional insulation
from the cold as well as helping to more effectively keep the heat in.

It also comes with the added bonus of reducing your heating costs, which can
be frustratingly high even when money is no object, as well as serving as an
effective sound barrier to keep noise out. And best of all, it can all be done
without impacting upon the current aesthetic of your windows.

Smart home automation

In today’s fast-paced world, most of us live busy lifestyles and so anything that
can make them easier and more efficient instantly exudes a sense of luxury.
Smart home systems do just that, and allow you convenient control over your
heating, lighting, security and entertainment systems via voice command or
an app on your smartphone, wherever you happen to be in your home. Even
better, smart home systems utilise machine learning to become familiar with
your habits and adjust certain settings to suit your lifestyle and make your time
at home more comfortable.

For example, it will learn what time you get up and go to bed, and the times
you leave the house and return each day, and adjust the timings of your heat-
ing system to make sure that your abode is always warm and cosy when you
need it to be. As well as feeling thoroughly luxurious, it's also a more energy
efficient way to live, and offers a new level of user-friendliness and the ability
to tweak and tailor the schedules your system designs until it is fine-tuned to
suit you to a tee.

Heated flooring

Luxury living is all about comfort, and being able to step barefoot onto a heat-
ed floor each morning as you get out of bed feels truly indulgent. Radiant floor
heating systems can be installed underneath a range of different flooring ma-
terials so that you'll never have to set foot on a cold floor again, as well as
warming up the rest of the room and providing uniform warmth.

A space-saving choice that negates the need for large radiators or free-stand-
ing heaters, heated flooring is a great choice if you're seeking a subtle solution
that you won't even know is there from a visual perspective. Another great
benefit is that heated flooring can actually reduce the circulation of allergens
and dust in your home, improving air quality and making your home a health-
ier place to live.

Insulated curtains

Insulated curtains and drapes are a stylish way to enhance insulation in your
home whilst adding a touch of sophistication to the aesthetic. Their multiple
layers, as opposed to just one keep things nice and cosy and help to retain the
warmth in your living spaces whilst blocking drafts, too.

The fact that they are practical doesn’t mean you'll have to compromise on
style, either, because they come in a host of different designs, colours and
prints. To ensure ours are the perfect fit, request to have them tailor-made to
ensure they are just the right measurements for each of your windows.

A sense of cosiness that extends to the outdoors

Often, our gardens can be abandoned during the winter months when it’s too
cold to spend time outside, but by creating a sense of warmth in your outdoor
space you can make it more usable and enjoy all of the health and wellness
benefits that come with getting some fresh air and sunlight, and spending time
in nature.

Having a fire pit or outdoor fireplace installed in the centre of your outdoor
heating area will mean you can invite friends and family to wrap up warm and
enjoy a glass of mulled wine out on the deck in the lead-up to Christmas, while
heated seating will add an extra touch of comfort.
https://www.luxurylifestylemag.co.uk/homes
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