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LIFE'S EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM
HAS ANSWERED THE CALL OF THOSE IN
NEED IN OVER 56 DIFFERENT COUNTRIES

DONATE TODAY

WWW.LIFEUSA.ORG | 1-800-827-3543
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ACCOUNTING

aliajg Stateand IRS go JSUiLo cleo o
all (jgoJ JJaig Wy Jndl € 6aclwall JI
Do You Have Problems With IRS or State . Let us help you.

Accounting

Tax (Individual Tax : I Feasibility
& Corporation) % - © Studies

Payroll Services %
==

Reporting & Analysis (&7

N

Business

Consulting

Immigration
Services

Translation

Income/Expense .
L@ Services

Budget

15350 N. Commerce Rd. Ste 101

Dearborn , MI 48120 Tel:313.581.6605 | Amin Ali:
313-995-1754

DFCU &y s ¢yl i il Fax:313.483.1721

www.puretaxone.com
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PHARMACY

10136 Vernor Hwy
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PHARMACY

PHARMACY
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Dearborn M| 48126 Dearborn M1 48126

Phone : 313-406-4006 Phone: 313-633-9310

Fax :313-551-4799 Fax:313-633-9706
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30 suspicious mail reach deputies and
officials in the US state of Kansas

uthorities in Kansas said that US government agencies and the FBI are inves-
tigating dozens of letters sent to state officials and lawmakers that contain a
“suspicious” white powder.

An ABC News report quoted the Kansas Bureau of Investigation as saying that “30 such
mail have been reported in the state.”

The office added in a statement that “law enforcement authorities are working to collect
and investigate messages in a safe manner,” noting that no injuries have been reported
due to these messages, calling for caution in dealing with mail.

State government officials said they received anonymous letters in the mail containing the
white powder, which called for the cooperation of Kansas law enforcement authorities to
deal with the matter.
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Millions of cock-
roaches invade a

small town in Ne-
vada, USA

illions of Mormon cockroaches in-
vaded a small town in the US state
of Nevada, and these insects covered

the town’s homes and roads, making it difficult
to reach hospitals.

This phenomenon, which experts have con-
firmed to be normal, has been going on for and
is of concern to the residents of Elko, who num-
ber about 20,000.

Colette Reynolds informed CBS that they feel as
though they are being overrun by bugs, to the
point where it feels like it is raining inside the
house.

Stephanie Garrett reported that bugs are crawl-
ing on the roads, which is causing her to feel
uneasy and uncomfortable. She added that the
situation is unpleasant.

Residents had difficulty reaching hospitals due
to the insects that spread on the roads.

“To get patients to the hospital, we had to send
people around patients’ homes with brooms,”
Steve Burrows of Northeastern Nevada Regional
Hospital told local KSLTV.

According to Jeff Knight, an entomologist at the
Nevada Department of Agriculture, the swarms
of insects are not unusual in the area but they
have become more noticeable as more people
move into wild areas.

To the dismay of Elko residents, there are limit-
ed options for getting rid of vermin.

Knight suggested using insecticides as one op-
tion to get rid of the insects in the area. Another
option he mentioned was to do nothing and let
the insects leave on their own.
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Trump pleads not guilty in court after arrest

onald Trump pleaded not guilty to dozens
of criminal counts of mishandling some

of the US government’s most sensitive
secrets and scheming to prevent their return, in
a historic first court appearance as a federal de-
fendant.

The former president - and the favorite to fight
next year’s election for the Republicans - gave
himself up to US Marshals in Miami for a hearing
that set up the unprecedented scenario of a White
House race litigated from the courtroom as well as
at the ballot box.

On the eve of his 77th birthday, Trump appeared
before a magistrate judge to be formally present-
ed with 37 counts under seven charges brought by
a special counsel probe that opened after an FBI
raid of his Florida mansion 10 months ago.

But he dismissed his prosecution as political-
ly-motivated in a speech to supporters framing
the indictment as an effort to interfere in the 2024
election.

“Today we witnessed the most evil and heinous
abuse of power in the history of our country. Very
sad thing to watch,” Trump said after returning to
his summer residence in New Jersey.

The hearing - just weeks after Trump denied state
level financial fraud charges in a separate case in
Manhattan - came with the former reality TV star’s
mounting legal woes threatening to derail his bid
to return to the Oval Office.

The US government - which has never before pros-
ecuted a former president - accuses Trump of vio-
lating the Espionage Act and other laws when he
removed classified documents upon leaving office
in 2021 and failed to give them up to the National
Archives.

Authorities say he conspired to thwart investiga-
tors and knowingly shared national security se-
crets with people who did not have the requisite
clearance.

After the hearing Trump jetted from Miami back to

his golf club in Bedminster, New Jersey, where he
blamed President Joe Biden for his prosecution.

“A corrupt sitting president had his top political
opponent arrested on fake and fabricated charges
-- of which he and numerous other presidents
would be guilty -- right in the middle of a presiden-
tial election, in which he’s losing very badly,” said
Trump, speaking from the front of the clubhouse,
at a podium flanked by American flags.

He was cheered by several hundred supporters,
including 100 members of a conservative organi-
zation of Vietnamese Americans who had donned
matching red dresses and chanted: “We love
Trump.”

‘Travesty’

Trump enjoys strong backing from Republican
voters, 81 percent of whom believe the charges
against him are politically-driven, according to a
new Ipsos poll.

Antonio Rufa, 30, who had come to Bedminister to
support the tycoon, called Trump's indictment “a
travesty” while 57-year-old Vincent Larusso said
the prosecution was designed to prevent Trump
from running for reelection.

“This is not democracy and people can see this
from a hundred miles away,” Larusso told AFP.

The government has recovered more than 300
documents with classified markings from Trump
since officials discovered his correspondence with
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un was missing, US
media reported.

The records were the work of top national securi-
ty and law enforcement agencies such as the CIA
and NSA, according to prosecutors, and some con-
cerned the military and nuclear capabilities of the
United States and foreign countries, and “plans
for possible retaliation in response to a foreign
attack.”

The 49-page indictment, dismissed by Trump as
“ridiculous,” includes photographs of boxes of

records stacked at Mar-a-Lago, his Palm Beach
residence, in a ballroom and in a bathroom and
shower.

One image showed that by December 2021, some
of the boxes that had been moved to a storage
room fell, with their contents spilling across the
floor.

‘Don’t play ball’

Trump dismissed his attorneys’ attempts to com-
ply with a subpoena for the return of the records,
according to the indictment, which quoted him
asking a lawyer: “What happens if we just don’t
respond at all or don’t play ball with them?”

The runaway frontrunner in the 2024 Republican
primary - Trump leads second-placed Ron DeSan-
tis by more than 30 points - has been impeached
twice over allegations of misconduct in office and
was recently found liable for sexual abuse.

He faces indictment or ongoing scrutiny in four
criminal probes - in Washington, Florida, Georgia
and New York - and could find himself on trial in
multiple cases as he campaigns to return to the
White House.

The pugnacious billionaire has repeatedly com-
plained that the investigations against him amount
to a baseless “witch hunt” - and has vowed to stay
in the race regardless of the outcome of the doc-
uments case.

He said Monday he would appoint a special pros-
ecutor on his return to office to investigate Biden,
who is not facing any credible accusations of crim-
inality.

Republican leaders in Congress and Trump’s ri-
vals for the party’s presidential nomination have
largely glossed over the gravity of the allegations
against him, instead attacking the Justice Depart-
ment.

Fewer than one percent of US federal defendants
go to trial and win acquittal, according to the Pew
Research Center. The vast majority - around 90
percent - plead guilty.

Arab American Today egdll @S,gyxil @uyeall

UG)90.02 ()GAuIR0
Jolp 9200y aulipl

dypaull Giligll Gxnd ;0

i 5o (sl HUS (ro gl i)
uu.u cble 4wls,ld oyl -y e oluwstaidl
,_9.;‘..4.».“ u.u.u).” J..a\.u W)Jo ‘uwu L.a\j

44_,\4]‘ ‘_9;‘.\51‘ & g.:.ob.\ J.‘L"J

Bl lalin cled S Sligdail| celsg
G o] hile Galudl caals g3 239 0o Loyl
{eaSe (3 8ol ol S 2o u.m.d G 5le> el
J.aLuJ‘ o;L.aY ouud Loyl 37 dus- g5 uns u"’"*‘-’
AyegS 5l sl g

A3g das d pudl 35661 (o Layy J85 03 Ciolys oS
Lbas LS i cundl a5yalieg ¥ e Lgsl
LS alaianl (e cpiimd| il

to gu)}@.a.'»ﬂ &33—&1‘ Ol s cislily
it J)Wl Oyl Olss (re dyasdl (Sl
aJU..u‘ ‘5.4.9) 5‘ u.ob.: Y ‘5:.0‘4 u.a.t.“ u.u).u}SJ‘

C.a\.:).a & 4.\.;\&.4 (_g @.\Lu.\.” uab.s s.u‘.: o JU5
(NBC) o (5 u‘” ASad Ge (dilouad! axgn

Lgu(u.‘\ s Lae gloud| UA—\SA—’ An ddg 504841
o.ﬂ‘.lj.” 4.3..4.9 (_g é.s\.m.“ Mu.g sJ‘g.L-a J‘ OJL.»‘

d.;L..u.“ WL.A.\S)‘ ?SL'> uj—a—\.\.u.ul.b g.,\AJj

L@;L’ A_a.ab; &> uLaLe.iY‘ Lﬂ..o‘g aik) o .\Ju‘
bl (ro ralS QPey] ,_,l L@.:L.u (o9 Bydasn

Al gy sganll il sty Juad

(ABC) (o (5 cul)) s UWLA JBs

Lyl @Lw.» (30 (il u‘ sy ] sy

2024

Juadl 551y (J.A:u.u‘ Al & ‘fcd‘ L;.\." Colysg

Mu_c’&”u.oY‘ Uo")‘""" ol >

by el e JSin Bl P G

Aol (o Ologlnng Ll 4y ju &y ySane

132185 523)e 5 ey gl

JSiS Bue o938 LLS (e Buslg (o2 sy

Ls) s e Lgtily 3155 Guol U Luss

2024 ale 555 dauls,

[W¥RE é;t...u‘ d)l.e d"""“'“ u.a‘).v tl&.! 29 CJL°3

«w! Q‘ o ASad e b Al ey

s aclill cslS Jl> @n 4 (CNN)

el ey 3lai Sloglao e (g5iob 35Uy

((M)U ‘..\> b\..o u55.‘ U‘ QSAJ [RY

GGl J55 e sl oy (g4 Ml AR

WOl B gd a1 ¥y ssdL

LBl e oy ggod! walisd) w2 05

Osdsl agol > Bige B e@—wN‘ 09

C.u-\_)l\‘u.a‘y O alise JS...u.s ‘;.e,.u.u ‘u.m'.v

Byl 90 coyadl guadnys Jusd Gl W 4531

<Gl syl gL s 931 e8| oJL.u.'»

@ 4og odasn u.al).» ol J‘&uu.u of a9

| u.c. .Ios:u\ i ..u)l)) uL.ol 4.;\.9 4AS>!-L‘

(AeSod | del (3 awds (e

(udliie im0 13U Coyel ) pas oLy

Ry Sasgedl oyl nu.u.@.qu oblaadl g
RELRY 4.:\., iyl Gle 55.>..\..u

WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET

126 :3x0ll - yiitc ayslall diwll - 0 2023 guigy | O



’ Arab American Today agdl g\S,[y\il @l

o oalas b oblg
24 Giligh dundy
Jaxll 6jljg Lo

AJL@J ¢‘_9.$L..u.“ W) J‘J ‘ab.bg @JL.AJ‘ J-\J—“)JJSS ‘at-n." U.L-LU (\.@.&‘
o T sl 1550 oy ! 3SLd1 &es 3 Jaadl B3f39 Gl ISIL e cnns
u)bw.».“ uyb (s@.e ‘3

2 s L3 e Gy (o4l «Face the Nationy ey 4] dfgas ds
o‘)‘_}‘g A,Lﬁ u.&s O"L“‘d‘ u*‘-*-’)-“ u‘ .m.u..a ULS ‘.}‘ Lo J.»..u (3925 oW
p2n Galaadl aladl el u\_‘>l.n g pud| G| il (o £35S Jasd!
RrY)

u“‘” M.\yb.“ 4.:_).!9.:.!\)) u‘ @45‘ “UJ-u.J‘ ‘5.\‘45.“4 u.c).\ L) O<9
Ll 6.4_9&“ ool Sloglrog iyl bbb e LeIVE (0 JM

Obadlgn J85 Lo 389 ¢ badnun Ay s b i) iyl LeolS um um =
e | 6jlma Jaadlg dpuadl joa gagl yuuipl
ALYl azs5 ) (s (531 a5l lslaadly S o LeS ¢ us = | - - = I
1S Lyl o 30 oy ) 15l o Jolaih 8] Loy ) : 3.0l 1aloo "aslodl alll b.ﬂﬂ.l.l

(Ao (o Jol8ILY
o Uz by el il ol Les s (e Gyl 3HLES Lelas il Bl 5y 92 ( Syl uniiyll 01
e ple) ¥ & Lgple oguaill ol Il Ol pal sy A Lo geags 3 Ll aclay 153 Joo Ll ool Loy  Judly
Sostedl Gyl Ll osS0g el B L B3l Loy s 49 Zabgll dally P Llbs ol 8l ASUT Al iy )l ¥ 5L
(s gy | Alsslad] 35yl Bl 80 gl 32Y iy ¢ iy & (Blel 78T Slaciome S e eyl Loty ¥ 30 Sy b

) O3i1s Lidsl () el sy 355 ] GyidsSI ah Leus ES5sgS sale ossSpadl

(s sy i a5 olSn Gl u\ Cradloald o Lgisl g g Al 53l (polgs
= © e oSS oy po ol and ) lsdley S ERLA Bluadls s 0933 caialS e oy Lo ngh pandl e 55y
sl oly) Thsly ciaale p Baly Guoyd Raded )y parla cll J) 33l e Ll GSHb B9 s s sl 4315, o BSLe o 5500
Lol 0l (sl (pwlas] S opno o 3 . . G ou 3l Ul Bl pglyly 020 SOlS (Al Blaall 0l anslS
OB Fly (g ) o= a2 paSd Ul e o ysgandl Slasa sl sy ] G Lo dsogd] 431,23 ASLals Kpaa)| SLULAI AL 3 Bule
(535 52 550 Comammy 53T o o IS J8 0392 gy 1 o 5] Osdsha s ia il ol 5> (A I Tl Plasgll e sama Sasdl

il Slodle anle gusds Olshn OIS s> aSie Sl (illon 5 oy 5
u‘»w‘»—*‘d gl pday ‘ﬁ‘%aa—“uaé—udébd-wu‘» Jus Gl ol A 8,55 ¥ .clld i) Jaiod] casaad] S o) Al Cunlyd] AU Cud Sy

ALK u‘ Lﬁ.ua.c s e\..m.” (o dniie (10 duully La.&>.m 54..‘5‘.19.“ 2022 Jﬁi/ﬁ.\.\m L} Lalssd| (;‘ ol
NURY- WY sV RSN W=V PN C)L:. dd> 950 U‘ OSwen

4Js).c5 4 d.:\.\y u_ag.\lsjgc JS.«.».\ bba.‘>YLt ﬁdl“t.—\dﬁ Q\ _)Sd.\

OS3 agis il oty Jof 5o w«syw@&m;ﬁ d I.. e I J_| ]l " ul_"lg]l
caimerissamsdsr omadl o plaudl pund o ilg Olgals

u‘-‘- QIS5 o s Loie (053l 5e¥L Glais 33Uss 3> 4z

bl dl lpaas Colyse 5 gl 05ty 5T kel 5 sl a3l 1S5 SN 0 oSty 35T Sy 51 35 £

2021 50 s k0 i 5 il Bl NI INEITE ET S 518 il Al 3 oy s Wy D3l Ll a5 Y 2 G0

I i OO TR  ) A e oyl iy Sl) Bl T3 533801 B g sl el 3 P o) o B Byl
ubbu.»Y‘ 555 Ubdb&“ U..os J&Lv‘sua @‘5 u.u,cd\ uﬁg.\.u.d‘

(G HBganly g ol o (S0l 2o el S PN Sl paidl el el

Byl9 o ME3 ¢ fs (> o S|
RENIPHCTNGE WO | WS EN
Yl a5 Y B L o]
e gl @ Jo> Il (535 ¥ 0l
uwsj\» 2531 e ST gz
Jsam I 04_9:.“4 1S,y amil
Goadall slac ansy (g JlacH!
Jed! icged 2022 e\.:. 4ol Lg
4l & o sl

155 30 1 S 51 52351 el
I Lol deyile plaly
S A3 sl 52 syl Lgaled

s Ol 5 ie cpadl J (S 5l e Y S5 yed) Bl LY o 3

0 G Ol 3 S 5505 by S ALl o] e Yy cBagan B,k oy )
LJJJ(_%LGJ bw‘wugmwaub.\.w‘sj «;w‘@@bhuﬁﬁ«w}fjwﬂ

(3am3l] O 395 o dllaie bl 5ol dnis (gl dgalge 4

Lo o381 By Lol C¥ e B Byetiaad] LI

ol sl i 2 puadydl gl
QLU‘)J‘ ‘_9&.)‘3 m.u}o M‘
@l plamdU il duassll e

S yed! pusylly Ul ad] s s
L3 Jela ) Jbauwbp
LS (2022 ale & il d dcgerme
dIlog3s Leass playlall 3]
Bl GLaid! Laas 3 olLsls)
(L Bass gel i

gha.” J‘ 4.3JL>J‘ QS.J.LL‘ o_)l_s) 444‘9
Gzl 539 U2 psia 1)Ly sl o

9 ‘ June 2023 - Volume : 11 - Issue :126 WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET



Arabs of America L9apol wipe

Arab American Today agdll @S,g}nil @l

oalwos dloljiola
u]l.c pol.a palall
A4dl 9o,

20 yalillye

e 00 Byo gy U1 g plascdly £U ) olasyidly Jlo-yl Syl

m.oloswjbmu‘gw.sl\@gd.\l\?h

5y (W) Gigass ol iols

Ll el ! (S5 51 L,.,..J‘ ol aSLl Balidsg

- Olaznll Pyl ¥ oy ¥
Qe ol 31,8

V15005 Gl ol ol Ege 3 sl puloneld S

u.s..c;d‘j u.s.bjd‘j ..33.«.4.\.‘>J\ ‘a.r.)‘

g ol an e g ¥ Ll 1y sns el 1S, 5018

3158 o a5 3
»\ﬁ“uﬁgﬁ.’u\

- aldlaesd!  Lasos

52 035938 (2>
- Lol lola Lgaes Bgunl Gl ale ad) (bl Bail) oLyl O JS ol

RN}

i @ jsiwally aluse (S ol 5 ol R o))

US: Muslim parents protest losing right to opt out of LGBTQ school books

campaigners in Maryland protest-

ed over an abrupt change to the
curriculum that meant they could no longer
opt their children out of sexual and gender
identity lessons based on religious beliefs.

H undreds of parents and education

In March, the school system revised its parental notifi-
cation policy, which meant that parents were no longer
informed in advance of the books being read in class.
And opting out of lessons was not allowed anymore.

In a demonstration organised by Family Rights for Reli-
gious Freedom (FRRF) on 6 June, over 400 people pro-
tested outside the Montgomery County Public Schools
(MCPS) headquarters in Rockville, Maryland, to bring
back the opt-out option.

In Montgomery County, parents and organisers told
Middle East Eye that they want the school system to
bring back the opt-out option and they are not trying
to get the books themselves removed.

“We have rights under the First Amendment. This was
an opt-out that was already in place. It was already af-
forded to us. It was already there. We were already
opting out,” Wael Elkoshairi, an organiser with FRRF,
told MEE.

“We are not anti-LGBT. You know, this is not a mono-
lithic society we live in. We understand people have
different lifestyles and we respect everybody’s right to
live those lifestyles.”

A Maryland law permits students and families to opt
out of engaging with any instructional materials in
schools related to family life and human sexuality. But
in March, a public school district ended that policy in its
schools, leaving some parents outraged.

In the fall of 2022, the Montgomery County Public
Schools system revealed its plans to alter the curric-
ulum the following school semester. The new curric-
ulum was to include a new list of books to read from
pre-kindergarten to eighth grade which were on

sexual and gender identity.

According to the Council on
American-Islamic Rela-
tions (Cair), schools
gave families
advanced notice
of the planned
discussions and
the option

to opt their
children out

of those
discussions
based on

their held
religious

beliefs, which
many families
did. Parents ar-
gued that topics
of sexual orien-
tation and gender
identity were being
introduced too early.

In response, parents and students

have been speaking in education hear-
ings about their concerns and will continue to do
50, Elkoshairi said.

“What we are saying is when it comes to sexual educa-
tion and things that we feel relate to sexual education
and family life, according to Maryland law, we have the
option to opt-out,” said Elkoshairi.

Momina, a parent with two daughters in the MCPS
school system, told MEE that she does not want them
to be introduced to sexual and gender identity books.

“They are too young. | don’t want my
daughters reading and discussing
‘ about straight or gay
identity,” she said. “l am
not saying that these
discussions shouldn’t
be allowed in
schools. If people
want them,
then fine. lam
saying that we
should have
the option to
have our kids
opt out if we
please.

“Sex does

not belong in
schools,” she
said.

Likening Muslims to
white supremacists
Parents’ concerns over
sexually explicit content in

schools have long been an issue.

In October, chaos erupted after a Dearborn school
district temporarily restricted access to seven books af-
ter parents raised concerns that the books contained
sexually explicit content. Parents then told MEE that
the narrative from the media has since changed, with
them turning it into an issue with the greater LGBTQ
community.

In May, three families sued the MCPS board and su-
perintendent over the updated curriculum and argued
that the lack of an opt-out option violated their First
Amendment rights.

The complaint from the families suing the school dis-
trict doesn’t request the removal of the books, the
Washington Post reported.

“The Montgomery County Muslim parents have been
clearly and consistently asking MCPS for only one
thing: respect the rights and sincerely held beliefs of
parents and children by restoring the opt-out option
that worked well throughout the fall semester,” Zainab
Chaudry, the director of Cair-Maryland told MEE.

Following the protests, Maryland Democrat Kristin
Mink of Montgomery County Council said Muslim fam-
ilies were on the “side of white supremacists”.

“This issue, unfortunately, does put... some Muslim
families on the same side of an issue as white suprem-
acists and outright bigots,” Mink said. “I would not put
you in the same category as those folks, although, you
know, it's complicated because they’re falling on the
same side of this particular issue.”

Mink added that this is not an infringement on reli-
gious freedoms, “just as we cannot allow folks to opt
out of teachings about evolution”.

Elkoshairi said the words were careless, obnoxious, and
insensitive.

Cair called on Mink to publicly apologise for “wrong-
ly singling” out Muslim families and making “unfair
characterisations and disparaging remarks” about their
concerns.

“Any attempt to silence or smear families who are sim-
ply asking for their rights as taxpayers and residents in
the county is deeply disingenuous and harmful.”
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Play . Eat . Celebrate!

A Place Where You Can Play. Eat & Ol bl Glao dupell dlilel jla il
Celebrate... ogllg ayallg duinaall g duduuill aud 2
Laser Tag . Bumper Cars . Playground. 7D . Jilallg duall aosll 1l aslall pioodl
Cinema. Virtual Reality. Arcades. Quite U9j P di1aag dlln ;6 aigaai cla Ja
Zone. Great (Halal) Food. Foundraiser. duluroll wlnlill @514 (9221 Euua dnulgll
Birthday Parties . and VIP Room for Special 6 paxodl Gabugidl Caal pAllahilg pAl
Event ... AGe g1 Joliio ;69 dlgufiog dlgino jl.muh_g

Fun foRAV 202l

$20 AND MORE.

Must Present Coupon at time of purchase.
Limit One-time use per person for any at-
traction of your choise. Cannot combine
with any other offer or coupon. Expires on
12/31/2023.

1
|
1
|
|
1
|
WITH ANY PLAY CREDIT PURCHASE OF 1
|
|
|
1
|
|
1

27200 Joy Rd, Redford, MlI, United States, Michigan 313-888-6677 support@fun-zonez.com fun-zonez.com
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Iran to reopen em-
bassy in Saudi Arabia
after seven years

he move comes in accordance with a Chi-
I na-brokered agreement between Tehran and
Riyadh.
Iran has confirmed it will reopen its embassy in Saudi Arabia seven
years after it was closed due to a diplomatic rift.
In a short statement on, the Iranian foreign ministry spokesman
Nasser Kanani said Tehran’s embassy in Riyadh will be reopened on
Tuesday, followed by the reopening of its consulate in Jeddah and its
representative office with the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation
a day later.
He said the embassy and the consulate had already started oper-
ating to facilitate pilgrimages for the Hajj and now they will “be
officially reopened in the presence of the two countries’ foreign
ministry officials”.
The move comes in accordance with a China-brokered agreement
that Iran and Saudi Arabia signed in Beijing on March 10, which set
a deadline of two months to reopen embassies.
Iranian authorities have since said the embassies had begun carry-
ing out some practical work but needed more time to officially re-
open because the buildings had been closed for years.
There is still no official confirmation on when the Saudi embassy in
Tehran or the kingdom'’s consulate in Mashhad will officially reopen
or who its ambassador will be.
Tehran has selected Alireza Enayati, a former envoy to Kuwait and
a foreign ministry deputy for regional affairs, as its envoy to Riyadh,
Iranian state-linked media reported last month.
Riyadh cut diplomatic relations with Tehran in 2016 after its rep-
resentative offices were stormed during demonstrations to protest
against the execution of a Shia religious leader by the Sunni-major-
ity kingdom.
The two regional powerhouses have been steadily reducing ten-
sions in recent months, something they have said will help bolster
security across the region.
Since the agreement in March, countries in the region have also
followed Saudi Arabia’s lead towards normalising relations with
Syria and its president, Bashar al-Assad, whom they had ostracised
after his bloody crackdown on 2011 protests that resulted in a de-
cade-long civil war.
Saudi Arabia has also increasingly engaged with the Iran-aligned
Houthis in Yemen, where Riyadh and Tehran have backed opposing
sides in the country’s civil war since 2015.
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Iran and Saudi Arabia move further
toward reconciliation

step to seal their reconciliation as Ri-

yadh'’s top diplomat made a landmark
visit to the Islamic Republic following a
seven-year rupture.

I ran and Saudi Arabia took a further

Saudi Foreign Minister Faisal bin Farhan
held talks with his Iranian counterpart,
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian, focusing on re-
gional security.

He later met with Iranian President Ebra-
him Raisi, and was due to hand him an in-
vitation “to visit the kingdom soon.”

Sunni Muslim power Saudi Arabia severed
relations with Shiite-led Iran in 2016 after
its embassy in Tehran and consulate in
the northwestern city of Mashhad were
attacked during protests over Riyadh's ex-
ecution of Shiite cleric Nimr al-Nimr.

But the two countries agreed in March
to mend ties and reopen their respective
embassies, in a Chinese-brokered deal
that has shifted regional relations.

On June 6, Iran reopened its embassy and
consulate in Saudi Arabia and the kingdom
is expected to reopen its diplomatic mis-
sion in Tehran “soon,” Prince Faisal said.

“I would like to point out the importance
of cooperation between our two countries
concerning the regional security, especial-
ly the security of maritime navigation and
waterways,” Prince Faisal said at a joint
news conference with Amir-Abdollahian.

The Iranian foreign minister told reporters
they had discussed ways of bolstering co-

operation in the fields of security, econo-
my, tourism and transportation.

But Amir-Abdollahian stressed Iran’s view
that “regional security will be ensured by
regional actors only” without external in-
terference.

“Our relations are based on a clear foun-
dation of full and mutual respect for in-
dependence, sovereignty and noninter-
ference in internal affairs,” Prince Faisal
added.

He later met Raisi and they “reviewed bi-
lateral relations and ways to enhance and
develop them in various fields,” the Saudi
Foreign Ministry said in a tweet.

Raisi, in a statement from his office, said
there were “no obstacles” to developing
ties with Muslim countries, stressing that
“regional problems and troubles can be
dealt with” through cooperation and dia-
logue “without foreign interference.”

Prince Faisal was the first Saudi foreign
minister to visit Iran since 2006 when
the late Saudi top diplomat Prince Saudi
al-Faisal made a trip to Tehran.

Since restoring ties, Saudi Arabia has
pushed for a peace deal with Iran-backed
Houthi rebels and also championed the
return last month of key Iran ally Syria to
the Arab fold.

Saturday’s meeting between the Saudi
and Iranian foreign ministers was not the
first for the two top diplomats.

Prince Faisal and Amir-Abdollahian had
met in Beijing in April, where they both

vowed to promote regional security and
stability.

The same month, a Saudi delegation visit-
ed Iran to discuss reopening its diplomatic
missions, Riyadh'’s Foreign Ministry said at
the time.

While Iran reopened its embassy in Saudi
Arabia, the reopening of the Saudi Embas-
sy in Tehran has been delayed due to the
poor condition of the building, which was
damaged during the 2016 protests.

Pending the completion of the work, Sau-
di diplomats will be working from a luxury
hotel in Tehran, according to media re-
ports.

After the landmark deal with the Saudi
kingdom, Iran has moved to cementing or
restoring ties with neighboring Arab coun-
tries.

In April, Iran named an ambassador to the
United Arab Emirates nearly eight years
after his predecessor left.

The move came after Iran welcomed an
Emirati ambassador last September end-
ing a six-year absence after the UAE had
cut the level of its diplomatic representa-
tion in 2016.

Iran has also said it would welcome restor-
ing diplomatic ties with Bahrain to end a
seven-year rupture.

And at the end of May, Iran Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei said he
would welcome a resumption of relations
with Egypt, which have been cut since the
1979 Islamic Revolution.
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UN: Half a million Yem-
eni children face acute
malnutrition in 2023

Yemen remains one of the most food insecure
countries globally, UN says

Half a million children in government-held areas in war-torn
Yemen face the risk of acute malnutrition this year, the United
Nations warned.

“As acute malnutrition continues to worsen in southern gov-
ernorates, it is estimated that in 2023, half a million children
will be acutely malnourished, including nearly 100,000 chil-
dren who are likely to be severely malnourished,” said a joint
statement by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO),
the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the World Food Pro-
gram (WFP).

The UN agencies estimated that “up to a quarter million preg-
nant and lactating women will be acutely malnourished.”
Yemen “remains one of the most food insecure countries
globally, mainly driven by the impact of conflict and economic
decline,” the statement said.

UN agencies in Yemen were forced to cut their assistance to
millions of people in war-torn Yemen in recent months amid a
severe shortage in funding for their humanitarian operations.
The nine-year civil war caused the death to nearly 400,000
people in Yemen according to UN figures, along with millions
who have been displaced from their homes and areas making
Yemen one of the worst humanitarian crises in the world.
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USAID, UN launch programs to support
Yemen's health security

he U.S. Agency for International
T Development (USAID) announced
$3 million in new programs with
United Nations partners building on pre-

vious U.S.-funded activities to support
COVID-19 response in Yemen.

Partnering with the World Health Orga-
nization (WHO) and the United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), these USAID-sup-
ported programs will help Yemen transi-
tion from emergency response to a more
sustainable, long-term phase to integrate
COVID-19 vaccines and strengthen the
health system to deliver critical COVID-19
care for patients in intensive care units.

“We are transitioning our COVID-19 assis-
tance from the earlier emergency response
activities to a longer-term approach which
integrates COVID-19 care into the overall
health system,” said USAID Country Direc-
tor for Yemen Kimberlee Bell. “In coordina-
tion with our Yemeni health partners, US-
AID has provided assistance in the past to
improve local health systems. Today we are
thrilled to announce these two new contri-
butions which will improve lifesaving health
services for the Yemeni people.”

Under a new program of approximately

$1.9 million, WHO will provide spare parts,
repairs, and maintenance for eight oxygen
plants at health facilities and support run-
ning costs and connection of oxygen plants
to COVID-19 intensive care units at five hos-
pitals. WHO will also train health workers
to provide COVID-19 care to critically ill pa-
tients in at least five referral hospitals.

The USAID-funded program will also take
the next steps to coordinate and integrate
routine COVID-19 vaccination into the
health care system in the governorates of
Abyan, Hadramout, Lahj, and Taiz. This in-
cludes support for staffing of primary health
care services and at district hospitals, as
well as community-based outreach to boost
the number of Yemenis getting vaccinated.

“Thanks to our continuing partnership with
USAID, WHO will be able to scale up access
to quality care by severely ill patients suf-
fering from COVID-19 and other diseases
in five referral hospitals across four gov-
ernorates — Aden, Hadramout, and Mar-
ib and Taiz,” said Dr Arturo Pesigan, WHO
Representative to Yemen. “Our partnership
with USAID is also critical for transitioning
WHO's support to Yemen'’s health systems
from emergency relief to more sustainable
programming.”

USAID is also contributing $1.1 million to
UNICEF to train 750 health workers on
community-based COVID-19 services, com-
munity mobilization, and infection preven-
tion and control. The program will provide
financial support to 1,200 community
health workers over a three- month period
to enable them to make home visits. This
will improve the ability of health workers to
prevent and respond to COVID outbreaks.

These new programs follow previous US-
AID funding to WHO and UNICEF in 2021
and 2022 which provided 25,000 oxygen
cylinders to 25 hospitals and medical facil-
ities at the height of the pandemic. USAID,
through WHO, also helped deploy vaccina-
tion teams who provided COVID-19 vacci-
nation and outreach to remote communi-
ties. With USAID funding, UNICEF provided
42 solar-powered refrigerators to districts
in 11 governorates to keep vaccines cool
where electricity is in short supply. UNICEF
also trained midwives, health workers, and
health volunteers and reached 4.5 million
people with messages promoting COVID-19
vaccination broadcasted via 25 community
radio stations,12 private sector community
radio stations and four television channels
in 133 districts.
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UN secures insurance to avert
Yemen tanker disaster

to pump more than one million barrels of oil from a
decaying tanker anchored off war-torn Yemen that
poses the risk of a catastrophic spillage.

T he UN has secured insurance coverage allowing it

The rusting FSO Safer, abandoned off the rebel-held port of
Hodeida, has not been serviced since the Arabian Peninsula’s
poorest country plunged into civil conflict more than eight
years ago.

David Gressly, the UN Resident and Humani-
tarian Coordinator for Yemen, said salvage
teams are “very close” to starting a ship-
to-ship transfer of the vessel’s cargo --
a move intended to avert a major oil
leak.

A spill in the Red Sea, a major ship-
ping lane, could cost up to $20 bil-
lion to clear up, the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP)
has warned, and would mark one of
the world’s worst ecological disasters.
In a statement on Monday, UK-based
insurance broker Howden announced the
“successful binding of insurance coverage
that enables the UN to proceed with FSO Safer
Ship-to-Ship transfer”.

Howden said it was appointed by the UNDP via a public tender
process to identify the insurable risks and arrange coverage.
“Insurance became a critical element of enabling this salvage
operation to proceed,” said UNDP administrator Achim Stein-
er.

“Without it, the mission cannot go forward,” he said in a
UNDP statement.

‘Very close’

PURE HANDS RALLIES THE WORLD FOR YEMENI

QY 1-800-425-1647 f W @ (O @PUREHANDS2

The operation will see private company SMIT Salvage pump
the oil from the Safer to the Nautica, a super-tanker the UN
purchased for the operation.

“I think we are getting very close to the point where we can
start the ship-to-ship transfer which will be the next and per-
haps most important phase,” Gressly said on , ahead of the
Yemen International Forum in The Hague.

Peter Berdowski, CEO of SMIT Salvage’s parent

company Boskalis, said workers had spent a

fortnight at the Safer checking whether the
operation can go ahead.

“After two weeks of inspection, our
crew are convinced that the Safer
is strong enough for such an oper-
ation,” said Berdowski, who also
spoke in The Hague.

Berdowski said removing the oil
could take between one week and
one month, depending on how easily
it can be pumped.

“The most important next step obviously is
the arrival of the Nautica,” he said.
He added that some issues still needed to be re-

solved including whether there is any oxygen inside the oil
tanks, which carries the risk of an explosion.
His team would also need to carry out an underwater inspec-
tion of the Safer’s hull to make sure it is strong enough for a
ship-to-ship transfer.

The Safer is carrying four times as much oil as that which
spilled in the 1989 Exxon Valdez disaster off Alaska, a major
ecological catastrophe.
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New e-services launched
to aid Hajj and Umrah

he Ministry of Islamic Affairs, Dawah and Guidance has

T introduced several electronic services to improve pilgrim
experience and the tasks of ministry staff.

The services include a Sharia awareness app that educates pilgrims

on Hajj rituals, and offers a translator if the pilgrim requires a lan-

guage other than Arabic.

A “Rushd” application is designed to distribute reliable e-books and is
integrated with an e-library.

The services include a new electronic transaction platform, reports
management, and a “virtual workspace” for use by ministry staff.

Islamic Affairs Minister Sheikh Abdullatif bin Abdulaziz Al-Asheikh
said: “The ministry aims to implement all digital transformation stan-
dards according to the Kingdom’s Vision 2030.”

The Hajj and Visit Committee say a total of 744,862 people have
arrived in Madinah so far to perform this year’s pilgrimage. It said
587,845 of those were now traveling to or had arrived in Makkah.

Meanwhile, the Women'’s Affairs Agency at the General Presidency
for the Affairs of the Prophet’s Mosque in Madinah is delivering ser-
vices to visiting female pilgrims.

A series of training sessions have helped staff manage crowd flow,
clarify regulations, and learn basic language skills to assist visitors.

The Presidency in Madinah has also launched a program titled “Com-
fort and Spirituality in the Prophet’s Mosque,” which welcomes pil-
grims to the site.

Meanwhile, 14,000 Iraqi pilgrims at the Jdeidet Arar land crossing in
the Northern Borders region were offered services by the Health Af-
fairs department.

Furthermore, the Health Affairs department said that Jdeidet Arar
Central Hospital has been upgraded to accommodate 50 beds, in-
cluding six highly equipped intensive care beds.

Additionally, an operating room and an emergency department have
been set up. The hospital also houses ten outpatient clinics.
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Arab, Gulf States Welcome
Resumption of Diplomatic

Representation between
the UAE, Qatar

tion of diplomatic representation between the

UAE and Qatar and the reopening of embassies,
based on the AlUla Summit between Sultan Qaboos
and Sheikh Sabah in January 2021.

A rab and Gulf countries welcomed the resump-

The Saudi Ministry of Foreign Affairs welcomed the re-
sumption of diplomatic representation between Qatar and
the UAE, describing it as a “positive step” that confirms
strong relations between the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) countries.

The ministry said the resumption of relations boosts joint
Gulf action to achieve the “aspirations of the region’s na-
tions and peoples.”

GCC Sec-Gen Jassim al-Budaiwi welcomed the resumption
of diplomatic representation between the two gulf coun-
tries, which is an implementation of the agreement of the
leaders of GCC countries at the Sultan Qaboos and Sheikh
Sabah Summit.

Budaiwi praised this step, saying it embodies the leaders’
keenness on the GCC bonds, friendship, brotherhood, his-
tory, and shared destiny.

Egypt also welcomed the re-establishment of diplomatic
representation, praising this positive step in strengthening
joint Arab action and consolidating Arab unity.

The Egyptian Foreign Ministry affirmed its support for all
efforts aimed at strengthening Arab relations at various
levels and protecting the interests of the Arab people.
Furthermore, the Omani Ministry of Foreign Affairs laud-
ed the step, saying it extends fraternal relations and ties
between Gulf nations, and consolidates joint Gulf action
to promote stability, and prosperity for all countries in the
region.

For its part, the Jordanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Expatriate Affairs welcomed the initiative.

The ministry’s spokesman, Sinan al-Majali, stressed the im-
portance of this agreement in strengthening cooperation
efforts between Arab countries, and activating joint Arab
action, in a way that serves common Arab interests.
Qatar and the UAE announced on Monday the restoration
of work at their respective embassies. Qatar’s embassy re-
opened in Abu Dhabi, and its consulate in Dubai. The UAE
reopened its embassy in Doha.

A statement by the Qatari foreign Ministry said that the de-
cision implements the outcomes of the AlUla summit and
the desire of both countries to boost ties.

It indicated that the two sides affirmed that this step em-
bodies the will of both leaderships to strengthen joint Arab
action to achieve the aspirations of the two brotherly peo-
ples.
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Sweden court rejects po-
lice ban on Quran burn-
ings on ‘lack of sufficient
security concerns’

Swedish appeals court on said police had no legal
grounds to block two gatherings where protesters

had planned to burn the Quran earlier this year.

The burning of Islam’s holy book outside Turkey’s embassy
in Stockholm in January sparked anger in the Muslim world,
leading to weeks of protests, calls for a boycott of Swedish
goods and further stalled Sweden’s NATO membership bid.

Following that incident, police refused to authorise two other
requests, one by a private individual and one by an organi-
sation, to hold Quran burnings outside the Turkish and Iragi
embassies in Stockholm in February.

Police argued the January protest had made Sweden “a higher
priority target for attacks”.

Following appeals from both protest organisers, the Stock-
holm Administrative Court overturned the decisions, saying
the cited security concerns were not enough to limit the right
to demonstrate.

But Stockholm police in turn appealed the rulings to the ap-
peals court, which on Monday sided with the lower adminis-
trative court.

In both rulings - on the two separate applications - the appeals
court said “the order and security problems” referenced by
the police did not have “a sufficiently clear connection to the
planned event or its immediate vicinity.”

It added that the ruling could be appealed to Sweden’s Su-
preme Administrative Court.

Swedish police had authorised the January protest organised
by Rasmus Paludan, a Swedish-Danish activist who has already
been convicted for racist abuse.

Paludan also provoked rioting in Sweden last year when he
went on a tour of the country and publicly burned copies of
Islam’s holy book.

The January Quran burning also damaged Sweden’s relations
with Turkey, which took particular offence that police had au-
thorised the demonstration.

Ankara has blocked Sweden’s NATO bid because of what it per-
ceives as Stockholm'’s failure to crack down on Kurdish groups
it views as “terrorists.”

“It is clear that those who caused such a disgrace in front of
our country’s embassy can no longer expect any benevolence
from us regarding their application for NATO membership,”
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said in January.

Swedish politicians have criticised the Quran burning, but have
also adamantly defended the right to freedom of expression.
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Muslims opposed to LGBTQ curricula for their
kids aren’t bigots

Yasir Qadhi
Dean of The Islamic Seminary of America and
Resident Scholar of East Plano Islamic Center

e are witnessing a unique
and welcome phenome-
non: Muslims in the West

are at the forefront of a social move-
ment that transcends any one faith
or ethnicity. For those following the
news, protests led by parents have
erupted across the United States
and Canada against school boards
that wish to teach schoolchildren
content about the acceptability of
LGBTQ lifestyles.

While parents of all ethnicities and
religions are involved, Muslim par-
ents have been playing a central role
in all of these cases, both as organ-
isers and protesters, and their highly
visible presence is creating waves on
social media.

It is understandable for parents to be
concerned. In Maryland, for exam-
ple, a school district has approved
books that discuss homosexuality
and transgenderism as normal real-
ities for children as young as three
years old. This is state-sponsored
ideological indoctrination of toddlers
who can barely form complete sen-
tences, much less think critically.

Parents have a God-given duty and
legal right to provide moral instruc-
tion and guidance to their children.
This includes the right of parents and
their children to reject ideologies
that contravene their beliefs.

Yet, supposedly secular institutions
like public schools are now dictating

that students must accept and affirm
LGBTQ ideology, at times with the
threat that if they refuse to do so,
they “do not belong” in their country,
as one teacher in Edmonton, Canada,
recently said to a Muslim student.

As Muslims, we refuse to be coerced
into believing something our faith
categorically condemns. This is not a
political stance. It is a moral principle.
Differences: Clarifying Sexual and
Gender Ethics in Islam”, has been
sighed and endorsed by more than
300 Islamic scholars and preachers
across North America. In this doc-
ument, we explicitly and clearly lay
out the non-negotiable, normative
Islamic position on sexuality and gen-
der ethics.

We believe this statement will allow
Muslim parents, educators, students
and professionals to establish their
right to hold their religious views
without fear of legal reprisal. All
too often, those who wish to live in
accordance with mainstream, fam-
ily-based morality are accused of
being bigoted and “homophobic” if
they refuse to endorse LGBTQ events.
Many suffer social repercussions for
holding such beliefs.

Worse still, children are expected to
attend events in which drag shows
and other actions deemed immoral
by many people of faith are show-
cased.

This statement seeks to be a refer-
ence point to demonstrate to school
boards and employers why Muslims
must preferably be excused from ac-
tivities that contradict our religious
ideals.

The statement is explicitly non-par-
tisan and states that the signatories
are “committed to working with in-
dividuals of all religious and political
affiliations to protect the constitu-
tional right of faith communities to
live according to their religious con-
victions and to uphold justice for all”.
Despite such clear declarations of
non-partisanship and though the
protesters, from Maryland to Otta-
wa, have insisted they are asserting
moral agency rather than political
allegiance, certain groups insist on
turning this into a partisan issue.
Those who have committed them-
selves to a left-wing liberal ideology
(including some progressive Muslims)
are outraged and ashamed of any-
thing short of the full affirmation and

acceptance of all LGBTQ demands.
They point to our own experience of
oppression as a Muslim minority and
say we should thus show reciprocity
to other marginalised groups, even
as LGBTQ advocates often refuse to
show the same sensitivity on issues
we hold sacred.

The fact that conservative media
outlets have provided a platform
for Muslim parents to share their
grievances is supposedly conclusive
proof that these protesters, and all
of us who oppose the teaching of the
LGBTQ agenda in schools, are align-
ing themselves with the far-right, in-
cluding white supremacists. That is
simply not the case.

To be sure, the sudden friendliness
of politically-conservative groups
and media outlets towards Muslims
is indeed tempting some in the com-
munity to rush to forge new alliances
with the political right after previous-
ly flirting with the left. They are mak-
ing a mistake. Again.

Muslims across North America
should firmly root their moral values
in their faith, not in a specific politi-
cal ideology. To understand why this
distinction is so critical, we ought to
heed a lesson from our recent past.
In the immediate aftermath of 9/11,
Islam in North America faced an ex-
istential crisis. Muslims were widely
portrayed as the enemy. Scholars
were deported. Bearded Muslim
men and hijabi women were ha-
rassed, randomly questioned and
detained at airports. Many worship-
pers avoided praying in masjids and
some Muslims even changed their
first names. The reality of Muslims in
North America in the first decade of
this century was one of fear, anxiety
and extreme alienation.

The open hostility of the North
American political right towards Is-
lam and Muslims sharply contrasted
with the comparatively sympathetic
left. As a matter of pragmatic political
(and in some cases, literal) survival,
Muslims flocked to the liberal politi-
cal parties of Canada and the United
States. These left-wing institutions
gave Muslims the best chance to
survive against anti-Muslim forces
largely represented by the conser-
vative right. But embracing the left
meant accepting an entire package of
causes, some of which aligned ideo-
logically with Islamic ethics (such as
combatting racism), while others did
not (such as the legalisation of cer-

tain drugs).

Many Muslims began approaching
politics not as a tool but as an ideolo-
gy. They felt motivated to resolve the
cognitive dissonance between their
political commitments and their reli-
gious beliefs, even if it meant radical-
ly reinterpreting the faith to allow for
such accommodation.

Some progressives who identified
with Islam began claiming, for the
first time in our 14 centuries of schol-
arship, that the Quran has been mis-
understood and that in its correct in-
terpretation, it endorses alternative
sexual lifestyles and sanctions same-
sex marriages.

To be clear, Islamic law differentiates
between a desire, which is in itself
not sinful, and the deed, which could
be a sin. Those struggling with same-
sex desires but wishing to abide by
Islamic law are our full brethren in
faith and deserve all the love and
rights of believers. They stand in
contrast to those who flout Islamic
law and take pride in disobedience.
Muslim politicians and influencers,
in particular, should be careful not
to make religious claims on behalf of
our faith.

In an authentic narration, Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him)
says: “A believer is not bitten from
the same hole twice”. Muslims who
are rightly indignant about the mor-
al decay sweeping our society in
the name of inclusivity ought to be
cautious not to be a pendulum that
swings from one extreme to another.
Our politics is not our ideology and
our ideology is neither left nor right.
Our ideology is centred in our un-
shakeable faith, grounded in our im-
mutable creed, and firmly rooted in
the timeless words of God and the
teachings of His final Messenger. We
are a “Middle Nation” and, as the
Quran says (2:143), our role is to be
moral exemplars for mankind.

*Yasir Qadhi

Shaykh Dr. Yasir Qadhi was born in
Houston, TX and completed a BSc in
Chemical Engineering from the Uni-
versity of Houston, followed by a BA
and MA from the Islamic University
of Medinah, before completing a PhD
in Islamic Studies from Yale Universi-
ty. He is currently the Dean of The
Islamic Seminary of America and the
Resident Scholar of East Plano Islam-
ic Center.

*Al Jazeera
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% O people, We created you from male and female, and
made you into nations and tribes so that you may know
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God is the most pious of you &
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Gifting The Reward of Good Deeds
to A Deceased Person

ceased person continues to benefit by any good

action, which he started, initiated or caused during
his lifetime. This is based on the Hadith that states:
“When a human being dies all his action comes to an
end except in one of three ways: A continuing act of
charity, a useful contribution to knowledge and a duti-
ful child who prays for him.” (Related by Muslim, Abu
Dawood, Al-Nassaie and others). Needless to say, that
all Qur’anic and Hadith references in the masculine
form include the feminine as well, unless there is ev-
idence to exclude women from it. The Prophet is also
quoted as saying: “In addition to his own action and
good deeds, a believer is followed after his death by
certain things including knowledge that he might have
taught or made available, a good child he left behind,
a copy of the Qur’an he left to someone, a mosque
he built, a home he left to be used by travelers, run-
ning water he caused to be available, a charity he gave
away when he was still in good health. All these fol-
low a person after his death.” (Related by Ibn Majah).

I t is universally agreed by all scholars that a de-

As for good deeds by other people, a deceased person ben-
efits by several types of these. One thing that is universally
agreed to benefit the dead is to pray for them, appealing to
God to forgive them and bestow His mercy on them. The
evidence for this is the Qur’anic verse that says: “Those who
come after them say: ‘Our Lord! Forgive us our sins, as well
as those of our brethren who preceded us in faith, and let
not our hearts entertain any unworthy thoughts or feelings
against any believers. Our Lord! You are truly compassion-
ate, merciful.” (59: 10) The Prophet also says: “When you
offer the janazah prayer for a deceased person, make your
prayer for him sincere.” (Related by Abu Dawood and lbn
Hibban). One of the Prophet’s supplications that have been
transmitted to us says: “Our Lord! Forgive those of us who
are alive and those who have died.” All Muslim generations
have prayed for the dead, with no objecting voice ever been
heard.

Charity is another act that may be offered on behalf of a dead
person and the reward for it goes to him or her. Al-Nawawi
says that all scholars universally agree this. A man asked the
Prophet: “My father died and left behind some money, but
he has made no will. Would it benefit him if | give sadaqah,
or charity, on his behalf?” The Prophet said: “Yes.” (Related
by Ahmad, Muslim and others). Another Hadith mentions
that Saad ibn Ubadah said to the Prophet: “My mother has
died. Can | give to charity on her behalf?” The Prophet said:

“Yes.” Saad said: “Which type of charity is best?” The Proph-
et answered: “To provide drinking water.” Saad carried out a
project to provide drinking water in Madinah, which contin-
ued to be known by his family’s name for a long time.

Offering the pilgrimage and the Umrah on behalf of a de-
ceased person is also one of the best things that may be
done. A woman from the Juhaynah tribe said to the Proph-
et: “My mother made a pledge to offer the pilgrimage, but
she did not fulfill her pledge until she died. Should I do the
pilgrimage on her behalf?” The Prophet said: “Yes. Do the
pilgrimage on her behalf. Had your mother left an unpaid
debt, would you not have paid it on her behalf? A debt owed
to God has a stronger claim to be paid.” (Related by Al-Bu-
kahri).

Reading the Qur’an and requesting God to credit the reward
of the recitation to a deceased person is also acceptable.
This is the view of the majority of scholars, although some
eminent ones disagree. Those who say that it benefits the
deceased make it clear that the reciter must not receive or
expect any payment for his recitation. If payment is made,
the whole thing is forbidden for both the one who pays and
the one who receives, and the recitation earns no reward
for anyone.

Some scholars are also of the opinion that fasting and prayer
may be offered on behalf of a dead person. They cite a Had-
ith mentioning a man asking the Prophet whether he should
fast on behalf of his mother and the Prophet told him to
fast. However, this Hadith mentions that the fast in question
was a pledge, or nadhr, which means a commitment volun-
tarily made to do something. This becomes a duty that must
be done, although the concept of making pledges like these
is not particularly encouraged.

What should be clear in our minds is that the types of wor-
ship that allow fulfillment by proxy, such as the payment
of charity, the pilgrimage, etc. can be done on behalf of a
dead person, and its reward can be credited to him, if God
so pleases. These are treated in the same light as the repay-
ment of outstanding debt. If a person dies with some of his
debts remaining unpaid, and his children or a friend repays
the creditors, this is perfectly acceptable. Similarly if you
pay his outstanding zakah, or fulfill his pilgrimage duty, he
receives its reward. Personal acts of worship, such as prayer
and fasting in Ramadan cannot be similarly done, because
you can pay zakah on behalf of your father or your wife, but
you cannot fast or pray on their behalf.
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Thousands of Muslims
attend a conference on
family values in America

housands of Muslims came together to attend the 48th an-
nual ICNA-MAS convention held in Baltimore, in an event
designed to shine light the essence of family values.

This year’s event, held under the theme “Family, Faith, Future”.

“The establishment of functioning families is a critical component
of a healthy and flourishing society,” the convention website read.

“Islam sets to establish families as morally guided, virtuous and
healthy functioning units; leading to a high level of moral aware-
ness, and a strong commitment to purposive orientation of all hu-
man behavior.

“When Islam was revealed to mankind it paid a great deal of at-
tention to the establishment of strong families and protecting
them from things that could harm them, and preserving family ties
whilst giving each member of the family an important role in life.”
Successful Event

Focusing on Family Values, 30,000 People Attend Successful ICNA
Convention - About Islam

Volunteers Defy Cold for a Successful MAS-ICNA Convention
Hitting a success, the event was attended by more than 30,000
members of the Islamic Circle of North America, or ICNA, who
came from all over the continent to the Baltimore Convention
Center.

Dr. Moshin Ansari, president of the Islamic Circle of North Ameri-
ca, believes these events are important to provide great economic
opportunities, WMAR News reported

“You can imagine when 500 vendors have come from across the
world selling their product and 25,000 people shopping. It helps
our city, our country, our people,” said Ansari.

The convention included 100+ sessions, Youth Conference, Bazaar,
Matrimonial, and Sisters & Kids events.

Speakers include Sh. Yaser Birjas, Imam Siraj Wahhaj, Sh. Omar
Suleiman, Dr. Altaf Husain, Sister Dalia Mogahed, Ustadha Lobna
Mulla, and others.

ICNA is one of the largest, non-profit, grassroots Muslim organiza-
tions in North America. It runs many projects, programs, and activ-
ities designed to help in reforming society at large.

Since 1968, ICNA has worked to build relations between communi-
ties by devoting itself to education, outreach, social services, and
relief efforts.

Source: aboutislam.net
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The departure of the
Egyptian thinker Mu-
hammad Al-Gawadi

died at the age of 65 after battling illness. The Secre-

tary-General of the Union of Muslim Scholars, Ali Al-Qa-
radaghi, wrote calling on him for mercy, and for his family to
be patient and solace.

E gyptian academic and writer Mohamed al-Gawadi has

Intellectuals, media professionals and writers mourned
al-Jawadi on social media. The Secretary-General of the
Union of Muslim Scholars, Ali Al-Qaradaghi, wrote calling
on him for mercy, and for his family to be patient and solace.

Al-Jawadi, a professor of cardiology at Zagazig University,
Egypt, combined his interest in medicine, language scienc-
es and history, and was a member of the Arabic Language
Academy from 2003 to 2019, the Egyptian Scientific Acade-

cultuer aolai
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my since 2008, the Egyptian Writers Union since 1979, and

the Egyptian Academy for Scientific Culture since 1978.

He won several awards, including the State Appreciation
Award in 2004, the Arabic Language Academy Award in
1978, the Medal of Science and Arts of the first class in 1985,
as well as the Arabic Language Academy Award in 1978 for
his book “Dr. Muhammad Kamel Hussein, a scientist, think-
er and writer”, and the State Encouragement Award in the
literature of translations for his book “Musharafa between

the atom and the peak”.

Al-Jawadi was known for his prolific production, and has
dozens of books in literature and history, and headed the
editor-in-chief of an Egyptian medical journal, and worked
as an advisor to the State Information Service for the Ency-
clopedia of Egyptian Personalities, and issued an encyclope-
dia of Arab and Muslim scientists and writers for the Arab

Educational, Cultural and Scientific Organization.

Al-Jawadi was interested in the biographies and transla-
tions of medical scientists, and his books include “Dr. Na-
guib Mahfouz, pioneer of obstetrics and gynecology”, “Dr.
Suleiman Pasha Azmi, the first of our internal medicines”,
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and “Al-Hakim Al-Jarrah.. Biography of Dr. Mohamed Abdel
Latif”.

He also wrote about the sheikhs and scholars of the 20th
century such as Muhammad Abdo and the Sheikh of Al-
Azhar of Tunisia, Muhammad al-Khidr Hussein, and on the
biographies of military leaders such as his book on the Egyp-
tian military commander Abdel Moneim Riad, Field Marshal
Ahmed Ismail, Abdul Latif al-Baghdadi and others, as well as
books on education curricula, educational thought, litera-
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Source: aljazeera
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A Poem Avoiding Its Own Tour of Force

Steven Leyva

| could begin with the slate roof of sunset
the smog has given us, or the low growl

in the throat of a window—the A/C unit
exasperated. | could begin with the cold
color of gun metal, the aria of the bullet:
sing a song full of the faith that the dark
past has taught us. | could begin in ocean:
the gray headstones of dead coral, the only
grave markers. Or approach the starting
line

of seashore: the eye is colonized first. Or
fire

the ceramics in our language. What name

does the sculpture give to the clay

when it lives in the kiln

of a closed mouth? | could annunciate Fear
not

better than any angel and begin with the
gray

snow on a rose bush: the promise of color.
|

could begin with the wheat we sow in
ether,

or the menagerie of jailed poets: Pen Pen
Pen.

| could begin in doubt true to our God, true
to our native land. | could begin in error:

| don’t care what anyone else thinks.

| could begin where | will end, in Ithakas
so gray when one speaks their name
Baltimore will be the only word anyone
hears.

| could praise the present tense, and begin
again.

| could condition this vow: | will not love
anyone else, but instead begin to hum

in your ear, reader, lover, gray stranger.
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A Palm Beach Dealer
Peddling Cheap Warhol
and Basquiat Replicas
for Millions Has Been
Sentenced to Over Two
Years in Prison

than two years in prison after pleading guilty

to laundering money from the sale of counter-
feit works by blue-chip artists including Andy Warhol,
Jean-Michel Basquiat and Roy Lichtenstein.

A Palm Beach art dealer was sentenced to more

Daniel Elie Bouaziz, who owned Danieli Fine Art and
Galerie Danieli in Palm Beach County, was sentenced
to 27 months in federal prison followed by three years
of supervised release. Bouaziz was also ordered by Ai-
leen M. Cannon, the US District Judge, to pay a $15,000
fine. Prosecutors dropped 16 other fraud and embezzle-
ment-related charges as part of a plea deal.

Bouaziz pleaded guilty in February and admitted to
knowingly engaging in interstate commerce of more
than $10,000 from the sale of counterfeit art, which falls
under a violation of wire fraud. The Department of Jus-
tice said Boaziz purchased reproductions at bargain pric-
es and sold them as originals at a markup, sometimes
with fake invoices and provenance documents to fool
clients into thinking the works were authentic. Bouaziz’s
customers unknowingly purchased the fraudulent work
“for tens of thousands, if not hundreds of thousands, of
dollars”, the DOJ said last October.

Bouaziz sold what he claimed were authentic and origi-
nal works by Andy Warhol, priced between $75,000 and
$240,000, in October 2022. After the customer put down
a $200,000 deposit, Bouaziz comingled the money with
other funds and wired the money to other accounts.
Bouaziz also tried to sell work he claimed were originals
by artists like Banksy, Lichtenstein and Basquiat. When
Bouaziz was first charged in October, the dealer had a
fake Basquiat on sale for $12m at Danieli Fine Art, ac-
cording to the DOJ.

A restitution hearing for Bouaziz has been set for August 16.
Last year, the FBI raided the Orlando Museum of Art
during a Basquiat exhibition and seized 25 allegedly
counterfeit paintings attributed to the artist. A Los An-
geles-based auctioneer confessed last month that he
helped create and market the fake works.

https://www.theartnewspaper.com/2023/05/31/palm

oliall Jajoo .. "d ,.ul Joxall 6jall alg;ill"
angall gjloki 9a)lgal

O el e e 3 Y payall ol g
u)‘jﬂ‘ Aj)ub 5..!)‘5..!‘ eSSl &MU.‘ Lole
J)L> u.a de‘ Jg.\.'»]‘ JS...us 33le ] u_)-b-«d-u
GgsngM\mbuy}!@beJLcﬁw
s>

d)}.ml!yo.lc o 6l sl £ 1 SBall

1988 slc o. 03 ‘;Nm”.utw,, &3Sl
et T3S0 Ll byl abolias Gl g
La.u .lo..uy u}.\.“ < J\A Jﬂ! b.\.LI 3 05.\3.!‘

Wl Ay oy 5555 sylaf o 5S35
P 3 (Sgadils LSy o Jo¥I 8515 @

o SIS Lol g y oIS g S yead
JAL..u.uLbs.u ‘3 (m.m.u.lo.d\ Ryl J\...u)s_g Sgen
iy 5] gizms 5 Bigas bl s uumn 15 Lol
99 uL\...u.s_g \.\.5.4_9.!35_9 Sasadl u‘.ﬁfg—‘b
ubL\J\j Ladly uu»‘,}"j sty

e RSFUL s amadle Sl 193 50 5>
il 55 gl () Byl G5 L5
L@Jo.a.'».c & LA).GL\.Q L@J‘A:u\s

Dol ansy @ pusill pial JEas bkl
)b;‘ G ‘_,J.uaJ‘ S e ‘uL\ Cbﬁ‘cc
iS55 Olnll Ly 3am5 LoS a0y Cinel 2
u_d‘ MJ:J‘ ,_,«.;5 4.;.\4 u.\\.u."j ‘;““‘"’J‘S ‘)ub.”
o &lya1S SLLS 5l abolus Bl (53503
ol el 3 Ty B3lie o> Luss

(1960) ‘”bb 54)‘5.\‘ u‘-‘-’-“ uLm-“ ’«_q_u...u.‘
MJAJ DJM LqutﬂJLc.ﬁ‘ éuL.oaJ\
352830 a1331 pae g Shellly & ydl GaSius
Jm..a.all;«.:w\g.a.!\ LJJJQ-C‘,A&U-’JO‘J‘}AJ
Ol 35 s Lyl 301 Ly 530 o0
Oleladly bilusll 3 dalisw

(OLSilly )51 Gdg mmilly aneyl] g.\':;;,ﬁs
Ailand) 83 yadl i S35 Jleel clis] ol e
Lsly= con clr G 5 llg ol IS
Sy U S St pailys Slg) 0
Laalgll sgund! Jiad Wglomeg ciiially G gl
u5l‘5 a\.s.‘a” ae9 «4.1.!‘5.\.‘»]‘5 4.\4\-....\43‘ ]
2o Blgae (i Jy:d.! 35>l C\”ﬂh)
s e ine cralill 3 Bl (s 5,1 550)
(bl 5, t;nLlcm L;Ja.‘L:.» @ w2 salo
sels 343 e el i Sty dimgally
-8 3 Lady 8l o (glaidly Jusdl
t,.osi\ummumymt Sl folgs
el oo L3 Blos J5ay s cass

J‘ bﬁwd&uwj‘u}dmw\@y

WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET

126 :3x0ll - piitc ayslall diwll - 0 2023 guigy | 38



’ Arab American Today agdl g\S,n_)Ail @l

Beetlejuice 2: The film is made
with practical effects, reveals
Michael Keaton

n an interview with Empire, Michael Keaton provided a
background on the making of Beetlejuice 2the Tim Bur-
ton-directed sequel to his iconic 1988 film.

The actor, back in the cast, in fact revealed how his and the di-
rector’s goal was to re-propose the methods used for the orig-
inal work:

Beetlejuice represents the ultimate fun on a f*cking set. It's all
so beautiful, especially since we’re shooting it exactly like the
first film.

[...]

[lo e Burton] we talked about it years and years ago, without
ever telling anyone. [...] We both agreed that if we shot it, it
would be done as close as possible to how we did it the first
time around. Inventing things, getting by, improvising, doing
things with your own hands, building. It’s fucking awesome. It’s
the most fun I've had working on a film in | don’t know how
long.

Beetlejuice 2 will hit theaters worldwide September 6, 2024.
Filming is currently underway in London: here you can see some
photos from the set.

The cast also includes Winona Ryder and Catherine O’Hara,
along with newcomers Justin Theroux and Jenna Ortega. We
know nothing about the plot, but the most recent version of
the script was written by Al Gough and Miles Millar, creators
of Wednesday. A first draft was written by Seth Grahame-Smith
and David Katzenberg (also producers), then reworked by Mike
Vukadinovich.

SOURCE: Empire
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“Il Cantagiro” the history of Italian
music in the new book by Daniele
Sgherri and Federico Pieri

and Daniele Sgherri has been released, published

by Ergo Sum Grosseto for Musica in Mostra, belong-
ing to the series “I Cataloghi di Musica in Mostra” directed
by Franco Zanetti.

T he latest book by the duo of authors Federico Pieri

«The book, 350 color pages (printed in a limited and numbered edition),
tells the story of Il Cantagiro year after year — declare the editors -, cer-
tainly one of the most loved singing kermesse by the Italian public. From
an idea of Ezio Radaelli, the Cantagiro was born in 1962, one of the most
important musical events in our country inspired by the Giro d’ltalia. The
Cantagiro is not only a challenge between singers but an authentic revolu-
tion in the way of performing. The artists descend from their “ideal pedes-
tals” to interact with the public, mingle with the crowd, receive kisses and
hugs from their fans. However, there is no shortage of shoving, slapping
and brawls that involve the singers and the excited crowd ».

Year after year, the first eight editions of the Cantagiro are retraced in
the book, both the most famous ones that launched immortal songs and
delivered many artists to the glory of the time, as well as those forgot-
ten by most. Through the covers of all the singles of all the participating
songs Federico Pieri and Daniele Sgherri lead us by the hand through the
atmosphere of the 60s in a journey full of history, curious and amusing
anecdotes collected in over a year of meticulous research. The unpub-
lished photos of the artists, the reissues of vinyl records and the covers
of the magazines of the time are just some of the curiosities that enrich
the volume. The preface was written by one of the leading artists of those
fabulous 60s who embellished the volume with unpublished and amusing
stories.
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Humor and Seriousness

braham Lincoln went down

in American history as the

most popular and respected
president, yet also the least attrac-
tive, described by writer and pro-
fessor Michael Phillips-Anderson
as a “tall and lanky figure”...”with a
wry smile.»

You won’t believe how Lincoln com-
pensated for those shortcomings.
The legendary man was famous for
his sense of humor, captivating his
audience with his spontaneous jokes
and speech-delivery style. His quick
wit allowed him to engage both his
opponents and supporters. One of
his most famous quotes goes: “Hon-
estly, if | were two-faced, would | be
showing you this one?”

Humor plays a vital role in the lives
of politicians. Ronald Reagan main-

tained his electoral battles with
humor. When his opponent Walter
Mondale shed light on Reagan’s old
age, the latter delivered a response
that ultimately crushed Mondale’s
chances of winning, saying he would
not exploit his “opponent’s youth
and inexperience.»

Many criticized Abraham Lincoln for
bringing humor into everything, to
the point that the New York Herald
newspaper hailed his election as joy-
ful. When he lost his mother and sis-
ter during the Civil War, he masked
his sorrow with even more jokes,
making him susceptible to severe
criticism, especially from cartoonists
who questioned if the man was seri-
ous enough to become the nation’s
president.

It is a fact that all US presidents,

without any exception, resorted to
humor in their speeches. Some even
hired specialized writers to come up
with self-deprecation sarcasm. John
F. Kennedy’s first election campaign
became famous for his statement on
his “generous” father buying votes
“more than is necessary” to seal a
landslide.

Perhaps Winston Churchill was the
most politician, in history, to rely on
the art of humor. His amusing quips
have been compiled in numerous
books, adding entire libraries to his
extensive works. However, political
leadership does not endure solely on
the sarcasm of its authors. Abraham
Lincoln transformed into one of the
greatest presidents of America not
because of his sense if humor, but
because of his historic role in eman-
cipating Black America.
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Beijing Regrets The “New
Difficulties” In Relations
with Washington

he Stockholm International Peace Research Insti-
T tute (SIPRI) said on that nuclear-armed countries

are strengthening their nuclear arsenals in light of
the war in Ukraine and the general deterioration in the
security situation in the world.

And the institute continued in its annual report that the global
stockpile of nuclear warheads decreased by about 200, to reach
an estimated 12,512 between the beginning of 2022 and the be-
ginning of 2023.

However, the number of operational nuclear weapons for po-
tential use rose by 86 units to an estimated 9,576, according to
German news agency DPA.

“It appears that reductions in the number of operational war-
heads have stopped globally, and their numbers are increasing
again,” the Sipri researchers wrote.

At the same time, both the United States and Russia have on-
going, extensive and costly programs to replace and upgrade
nuclear warheads, missile launch systems, aircraft, submarines,
and nuclear weapons production facilities.

It is noteworthy that for decades, the number of nuclear weap-
ons has been steadily declining worldwide. However, the de-
crease is mainly due to the fact that the discarded warheads
are gradually being dismantled by Russia and the United States.
This means that peace seekers look not only at estimated to-
tal stockpiles, but also at deployable arsenals. According to the
Stockholm Institute, nine countries possess nuclear weapons:
in addition to Russia and the United States, China, France, Brit-
ain, Pakistan, India, Israel and North Korea also possess nuclear
weapons.

The experts expressed their concern, in light of the geopoliti-
cal tensions, especially the Russian invasion of Ukraine. “Most
nuclear-armed states are hardening their rhetoric about the im-
portance of nuclear weapons, with some even issuing explicit or
implicit threats about their possible use,” said Matt Korda, an
expert at SIPRI. World War II.

Nuclear diplomacy has suffered major setbacks since the launch
of Russia’s all-out aggression against Ukraine in February 2022.
In February 2023, Russian leader Vladimir Putin suspended the
New START disarmament treaty—the only major remaining nu-
clear arms control treaty with the United States.

In addition, the negotiations on reviving the nuclear agreement
with Iran were overshadowed by the latter’s military support
for Russian forces in Ukraine and the political situation in the
country. Sibri estimated that a revival of the Convention seems
increasingly unlikely at present.

Russia and the United States remain the two countries with the
largest arsenals: they possess nearly 90 percent of all warheads.
China moved up to third place a long time ago.

“Most of the increase comes from China, which has increased its
stockpile from 350 to 410 nuclear warheads,” the institute’s di-
rector, Dan Smith, told AFP. It has invested heavily in its military
as its economy and influence have grown. India, Pakistan and
North Korea also increased their stockpiles, as did Russia, while
other nuclear powers maintained their stockpiles.
https://globeecho.com/news
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Erdogan says no change in
Turkiye’s stance on Swe-
den’s NATO membership

urkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has said that NATO should not
T bet on his country approving Sweden’s application to join the West-
ern military alliance before a July summit because the Nordic nation
has not fully addressed his security concerns.
Sweden and Finland applied for membership together following Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine last year. Finland became NATO'’s 31st member in April after the Turkish par-
liament ratified its request, but Turkiye has held off approving Sweden’s bid.
NATO wants to bring Sweden into the fold by the time the leaders of member nations
meet for a summit in Lithuania’s capital on July 11-12. Speaking to journalists on his
way back from a state visit to Azerbaijan on, Erdogan said Turkiye’s attitude to the
accession was not “positive.”
Turkiye's state-run Anadolu Agency and other media reported Erdogan’s comments as
senior officials from NATO, Sweden, Finland and Turkiye met in Ankara on Wednesday.
The officials were scheduled to discuss what Finland and Sweden have done to ad-
dress Turkiye’s concerns over alleged terrorist organizations.
Erdogan said the Turkish delegation at the meeting “will give this message: ‘This is
our president’s opinion, don’t expect anything different at Vilnius,” Lithuania’s capital.
Turkiye’s government accuses Sweden of being too lenient toward groups that Ankara
says pose a security threat, including militant Kurdish groups and people associated
with a 2016 coup attempt.
A series of separate demonstrations in Stockholm, including a protest by an anti-Islam
activist who burned the Quran outside the Turkish Embassy, also angered Turkish of-
ficials.
Speaking in Sweden’s parliament, Swedish Prime Minister UIf Kristersson called the
Ankara meeting “very important.” Kristersson reiterated that his government had
done what it promised in an agreement last year that was intended to secure Turkiye’s
ratification of the country’s NATO membership.
However, Erdogan remained unsatisfied. He said he told NATO Secretary-General Jens
Stoltenberg last week, “If you expect us to respond to Sweden’s expectations, first of
all, Sweden must destroy what this terrorist organization has done.” He was referring
to the Kurdistan Workers’ Party, or PKK, a group that has waged a separatist insurgency
in Turkiye.
Erdogan said that pro-Kurdish and anti-NATO rallies also took place in Stockholm while
he was holding talks with Stoltenberg in Istanbul.
Stoltenberg said meanwhile that his chief of staff, who was at the meeting, reported
that it took place in a “constructive atmosphere.”
“Some progress has been made, and we will continue to work for the ratification of
Sweden as soon as possible,” he said.
Asked whether Sweden can join by the Vilnius summit, Stoltenberg said: “It is still
possible. | cannot guarantee it of course.”
NATO requires the unanimous approval of all existing members to expand, and Turkiye
and Hungary are the only countries that have not yet ratified Sweden’s request to join.
Erdogan said he planned to attend the July summit in Lithuania unless “extraordinary”
circumstances arise.
On Tuesday, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said after meeting with Stoltenberg
that it was “time to welcome Sweden” into the alliance, arguing that Stockholm had
“an important and | think very appropriate process on its accession to address appro-
priate concerns of other allies.”
Sweden has amended its constitution and strengthened its anti-terror laws since it
applied to join NATO just over a year ago. This week, the Swedish government also
decided to extradite a Turkish citizen resident in Sweden who was convicted for drug
offenses in Turkiye in 2013.
It was not immediately clear if the man, who was not identified publicly, was among
the main individuals for whom Turkiye sought extradition.
Sweden and Finland applied to become NATO members in the wake of Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine, abandoning decades of nonalignment.
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UK economy returns to growth
in April as pubs boost spending

he UK economy bounced back in April after it was boost-

T ed by stronger spending by Britons in pubs, bars and
shops.

UK gross domestic product (GDP) increased by 0.2% for the month after

a 0.3% fall in March, the Office for National Statistics (ONS) revealed.

The latest figure was in line with forecasts for the month from econo-

mists.

The rise for April was partly caused by a recovery in consumer-facing

services, which grew 1% for the month, as Britons spent more on drink-

ing and eating out.

Economists suggested on that the continued growth in consumer spend-

ing could indicate that recent interest rate hikes have not yet dampened

demand and could increase appetite for further rate hikes.

It comes a day after official figures also showed that average regular

wages, not including bonuses, jumped 7.2% higher in the three months

to April, up from 6.8% in the three months to March.

The higher than expected wage rise stoked further suggestions that

the Bank of England’s monetary policy committee will increase interest

rates again next week in an effort to grapple inflation.

ONS director of economic statistics Darren Morgan said: “GDP bounced

back after a weak March.

“Bars and pubs had a comparatively strong April, while car sales re-

bounded and education partially recovered from the effect of the pre-

vious month’s strikes.”

The statistics body said the overall services industry grew by 0.3% for

the month, as it recovered from a 0.5% decline in March.

However, some of the positive impact of improved hospitality and retail

spending was offset by industrial action affecting other sectors, such as

healthcare.

Mr Morgan added: “These were partially offset by falls in health, which

was affected by the junior doctors strikes, along with falls in computer

manufacturing and the often-erratic pharmaceuticals industry.

“House-builders and estate agents also had a poor month.”

The weak performance from house-builders and estate agents comes

amid a backdrop of surging interest rates, which have lifted to a 14-year-

high of 4.5% and are expected to keep rising.

The construction sector reported a 0.6% decline in output for the

month.

Chancellor Jeremy Hunt said: “We are growing the economy, with the

IMF (International Monetary Fund) saying that from 2025 we will grow

faster than Germany, France and Italy.

“But high growth needs low inflation, so we must stick relentlessly to

our plan to halve the rate this year to protect family budgets.”

Labour’s shadow chancellor Rachel Reeves said: “Despite our country’s

huge potential and promise, today is another day in the dismal low-

growth record book of this Conservative Government.

“The facts remain that families are feeling worse off, facing a soaring

Tory mortgage penalty and we’re lagging behind on the global stage.”

Kitty Ussher, chief economist at the Institute of Directors, said: “April’s

GDP data shows a recovery in consumer-facing services compared to

March, with growth recorded in retail and wholesale trade, accommo-

dation, food and beverage services, and transport.

“This suggests that households responded to the improving weather in

April by raising their levels of discretionary spending — even in the face

of rising costs.

“Businesses in the consumer-facing sectors will be encouraged by to-

day’s data.

https://www.standard.co.uk/business/

Economy alnisl
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India considering legal
changes to boost $731
bln insurance sector

ndia is considering rule changes to bolster insurance penetra-
I tion in the country as more companies, including foreigners,

line up to enter the segment.
“Proposals for amendments to insurance laws include rational-
ized capital requirements, composite registration, one-time reg-
istration for intermediaries, value-added services by insurers, and
sale of other financial products,” Debasish Panda, chairman of the
Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India, told
Bloomberg via email.

Insurance penetration remains abysmally low at less than 5 per-
cent in the country of 1.4 billion people, signaling growth po-ten-
tial for investors.

The country allows overseas investors to hold up to 74 percent
stake in insurers. Global firms such as American International
Group Inc. and Prudential Financial Inc already have a presence in
India through their local partners.

Four new firms have entered the nation’s insurance sector in the
last year, and a few more are in various stages of enrollment, indi-
cating the business environment is favorable, according to Panda.

Assets under management of insurance companies in India have
crossed 60 trillion rupees (5731 billion) — bigger than the econ-
omy of many countries, including Poland and Sweden. The sector
grew 13.7 percent in the year that ended March.

“The expanding middle class, young population, growing dispos-
able incomes, and widespread usage of technology provide sever-
al prospects,” Panda said, adding the sector needs more technical
capacities, expertise, technology, and capital.
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Qatar Real Estate Transac-
tions Decline by 16% in 5
Months, Reaching $2 Billion

he value of real estate transactions registered in Qatar
T during the first five months of this year decreased by

16.2% to 7.219 billion riyals, equivalent to about two
billion dollars, compared to approximately 8.395 billion riyals
recorded in the same period last year.
The report of Al-Asmakh Real Estate Projects Company, issued ,
attributed the decrease to the desire of real estate owners and
real estate companies to keep their properties and invest them
in the field of leasing to achieve the greatest possible investment
benefit.

The report indicated that these values recorded from the begin-
ning of January until May of this year are considered high despite
their decline on an annual basis, and it is expected that this will
continue until the end of 2023, despite the corrections that oc-
curred in the real estate market, which led to a decline in real
estate prices. And land and rental values in varying proportions
according to the regions.

In terms of residential rents, the Al-Asmakh report indicated a
decline in their values during the first quarter, compared to the
values recorded in the fourth quarter of 2022. While the monthly
rents for offices maintained their prices since the beginning of
this year in some areas, and their values decreased in varying
proportions, according to services. provided by each building.
The report emphasized that the long-term trajectory of the real
estate sector in Qatar is good, especially with the remarkable vol-
ume of government investment in infrastructure projects, which
provides major and important support to the real estate sector
on a larger scale, pointing out that the government is implement-
ing a number of real estate projects such as the “Msheireb”
and “Msheireb” projects. “Lusail” in addition to the Pearl Island,
which contributes to the creation of many promising opportu-
nities.

The volume of real estate trading in sales contracts registered
with the Ministry of Justice during the month of May amounted
to more than 1.85 billion riyals, through 337 real estate transac-
tions. The traded areas index increased by 183%.

On June 4 and 5, the first edition of the Qatar Real Estate Fo-
rum 2023 was held, with the participation of 1,500 leaders, de-
cision-makers, experts and actors in the real estate sector at the
local and international levels, and executives in a number of real
estate companies in Qatar and abroad.

The participants in the forum recommended the necessity of
developing a unified Gulf national strategy for real estate financ-
ing, and granting the necessary facilities to investors in order to
develop the real estate sector, in addition to finding innovative
housing solutions for real estate financing and free ownership
for foreigners.

The forum called for working on the success of investment in the
real estate field, introducing the views of the private developer in
managing the internal economy, developing laws and specifica-
tions for projects, finding solutions to challenges in the financing
process in the field of real estate investment, in addition to es-
tablishing a body to publish indicators to raise awareness in the
real estate field, with the necessity Existence of smart systems to
facilitate procedures.
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EU will not renew fisher-
ies agreement with Mo-
rocco despite Spain’s lob-
bying: report

he European Commission has confirmed that there are no ne-
gotiations planned to renew the fisheries agreement with Mo-
rocco, despite firm lobbying by Madrid, reported Europa Press.

“The commission took the decision pending the ruling of the Court of
Justice of the European Union on the legitimacy of the agreement that
includes waters of the conflicted territory of Western Sahara,” wrote
Europa Press, citing confidential sources.

The case was brought to the court in 2021 by the Polisario Front, the
movement seeking Western Sahara’s independence from Morocco.
In the same year, the court determined that the Polisario Front was
“recognised internationally as a representative of the people of West-
ern Sahara,” and that the EU did not ensure it secured the consent
of the Saharawi people before sealing the agreements with Morocco.
Though, the EU decided to maintain the agreement until July “to pre-
serve the European Union’s external action and legal certainty over its
international commitments.”

At the end of this year, the European court is set to rule in regard to
appeals the Commission filed against the General Court’s ruling.
Morocco considers the vast, mineral-rich Western Sahara part of its
“southern provinces” and rejects any actions it regards as a threat to
its territorial integrity. The territory’s status is one of the most sensitive
topics in the North African kingdom.

However, the Luxembourg-based European Court of Justice said West-
ern Sahara isn’t part of Morocco, and therefore its waters should not
be part of the EU-Morocco agreement.

Morocco and Spain are the countries most affected by the ruling.
Morocco is set to lose about US$52 million annually, for four years, in
exchange for allowing 128 vessels from 11 European countries to fish
off the western African coast. Ninety-two of those vessels are Spanish.
In the best-case scenario, the agreement effects will stop for only a
few months, yet nevertheless, lead to financial damage for Madrid and
Rabat and their fishermen.

Spain’s Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries Luis Planas, who has been
urging Brussels to approve “along as soon as possible” a new fishing
agreement with Morocco, has promised that there will be aid for the
affected fishermen.

If the court ruled against renewing the agreement that could damage
further Rabat’s relationship with the European bloc.

On 21 January, for the first time in more than 20 years, the European
Parliament adopted a text criticising attacks on freedom of expression
in Morocco. The resolution also stated that the parliament “is con-
cerned about allegations that Moroccan authorities tried to corrupt
members of the European Parliament.”

In response, Rachid Talbi Alami, speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, said the parliament in Rabat has “decided to reconsider its re-
lations with the European Parliament and submit them for an overall
evaluation”, but did not specify any concrete measures.

Since then, public talks between Rabat and the EU stopped. Morocco
has yet to comment on the fishery agreement stalemate.
Meanwhile, the non-renewal of the fishing agreement comes at the
worst time for Pedro Sdnchez’s PSOE party. The polls for the early legis-
lative elections showed that the leftist leader and his socialist allies are
in a weak position and may lose this year’s election for the right wing
that promises tougher policies on migration.
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Armenia accuses
Azerbaijan of ‘eth-

nic cleansing’ over
Karabakh blockade

Armenia on accused Azerbaijan of pursuing a policy of
“ethnic cleansing” in the Armenian-populated region of
Nagorno-Karabakh, at the centre of a decades-long ter-
ritorial dispute between the Caucasus arch-foes.

On 23 April, Azerbaijan set up a border checkpoint at
the entrance to the Lachin corridor, the only road link-
ing Armenia to the separatist region.

The move followed a months-long roadblock by Azer-
baijani environmental activists, which Yerevan claims
has lead to a humanitarian crisis in the mountainous
enclave that had experienced shortages of food and
fuel.

Azerbaijan insisted civilian transport was running unim-
peded through the Lachin corridor.

Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan said that
the “humanitarian situation in Karabakh has extremely
worsened” after Baku blocked the traffic through the
road on Thursday.

He said “food supplies to Karabakh have practically
ceased and patients are not being allowed to be taken
to hospitals in Armenia for medical treatment”.
Baku’s “actions prove that Azerbaijan is pursuing a poli-
cy of ethnic cleansing in Karabakh”.

On 22 February, the International Court of Justice (ICJ)
—the UN’s top judicial body — ordered Azerbaijan to en-
sure free movement on the road.

On 24 May, Armenia called on the ICJ to order Azerbai-
jan to end the blockade of the Lachin road altogether.
The two former Soviet republics have been at logger-
heads for more than 30 years and fought two wars for
the control of Karabakh —in the 1990s and 2020.

Six weeks of fighting in autumn 2020 ended with a
Russian-sponsored ceasefire that saw Armenia cede
swathes of territories it had controlled for decades.
There have been frequent clashes at their shared bor-
der despite the ongoing peace talks between Baku and
Yerevan under the mediation from the European Union
and United States.

When the Soviet Union collapsed in 1991, ethnic Arme-
nian separatists in Karabakh broke away from Azerbai-
jan. The ensuing conflict claimed some 30,000 lives.
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Morocco, Israel
Interior Ministers
Discuss Boosting
Cooperation

orocco’s Interior Minister Ab-
M delouafi Laftit held on in Rabat
a working meeting with Israeli
Interior and Health Minister Moshe Ar-

bel, which was attended by senior officials
from both countries’ interior departments.

The meeting took place within the frame-
work of the strengthening relations be-
tween Morocco and Israel, which have
made significant progress since the sign-
ing of the Tripartite Declaration (Moroc-
co-US-Israel) in December 2020, said the
Interior Ministry in a statement.

During the meeting, Laftit exchanged views
with his Israeli counterpart on issues falling
within the remit and areas of competence
of their respective departments, the same
source added.

The meeting also provided an opportunity
to discuss bilateral issues of common inter-
est and examine ways of strengthening co-
operation between the two countries, the
statement concluded.

This visit comes ten days after Amir Ohana,
Israel’s parliament speaker, visited Moroc-
co on June 7 in response to an invitation by
the Moroccan parliament’s speaker, Rachid
Talbi El Alami.

Israeli National Security Adviser Tzachi
Hanegbi had visited Morocco before him
and held talks with Moroccan Foreign Min-
ister Nasser Bourita. Transportation Minis-
ter Miri Regev had also been to Morocco.
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