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Donald Trump suggests Disney could
ditch Florida as he mocks DeSantis
over Reedy Creek humiliation

recent debate over changes to the Reedy

Creek Improvement District by suggesting
Walt Disney World could retaliate against the Flor-
ida Governor.

D onald Trump mocked Ron DeSantis for the

“DeSanctus is being absolutely destroyed by Disney,”
the former president wrote on Truth Social .

Mr Trump’s reference was to the recent legislation
Mr DeSantis passed as an attempt to exercise more
control over Disney World, which had its own gov-
ernment jurisdiction.

Last year, Mr DeSantis signed into law a new piece of
legislation that would abolish the special taxing dis-
trict Disney is part of.

The district, originally called the Reedy Creek Im-
provement District, was first created in 1967 to give
Disney control of the land and zoning rules around it.

However, in February, Mr DeSantis decided not to
dissolve it and instead appointed conservative activ-
ists to the board of the Reedy Creek Improvement
District, which is now called the Central Florida Tour-
ism Oversight District.

The governor then hit a roadblock in March, when
the previous board approved a last-minute clause
that allows Disney the final say, “21 years after the
death of the last survivor of the descendants of King
Charles I, king of England.”

Mr Trump ridiculed Mr DeSantis, saying, “His original
P.R. plan fizzled, so now he’s going back with a new
one in order to save face.”

Mr DeSantis held a press conference this past week
threatening Disney should they not cooperate. This
included potentially raising the park’s taxes, building
a prison next door, or selling the land around Disney
to a different theme park.

Mr Trump added, “Disney’s next move will be the an-
nouncement that no more money will be invested in
Florida because of the Governor- In fact, they could
even announce a slow withdrawal or sale of certain
properties, or the whole thing.”

“Watch! That would be a killer. In the meantime, this
is all so unnecessary, a political STUNT! Ron should
work on the squatter MESS!”

Mr Trump’s mocking comments about Mr DeSantis
are becoming more common as he looks to the Re-
publican nomination for 2024 president.

Though Mr DeSantis has not formally announced a
campaign, many believe he will and could be a lead-
ing opponent to Mr Trump.

Mr Trump has launched public attacks on Mr DeSan-
tis. The Disney debacle is just the latest one to come
from the former president who has also criticised
the Florida Governor’s Covid-19 policies.

The back-and-forth between Mr DeSantis and Disney
is thought to have begun after the massive corpo-
ration pushed back against Mr DeSantis’ Parental
Rights in Education Act, also known as the “Don’t
Say Gay Bill.”

Disney announced they would host their very first
“Pride Nite,” which some believe is a direct troll on
Mr DeSantis.
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US urges ratifi-

cation of Swe-
den’s NATO bid

he US has reiterated its support for
Sweden’s NATO membership as Sec-

retary of Defense Lloyd Austin visited
the country to meet with his Swedish coun-
terpart, marking the first time a Pentagon
chief has visited the Nordic state in over 20
years.

Austin told reporters at a press conference
that Washington “looks forward to soon
welcoming Sweden as the 32nd” member of
NATO, and said the US hopes this happens
before the upcoming NATO summit in July.

The defense chief urged Tirkiye and Hun-
gary, the last two NATO members yet to ap-
prove Stockholm’s membership, to ratify the
accession as soon as possible.

Last May, Sweden and Finland renounced
their longstanding neutrality and submitted
bids to join the US-led military bloc, citing the
perceived threat from Russia due to its mili-
tary operation in Ukraine.

However, in order to be accepted into the
bloc, the membership application must first
be ratified by all current member states. This
process was blocked by Hungary and Tirki-
ye, with Ankara accusing the Nordic states of
supporting Kurdish “terrorist groups” such as
the Kurdistan’s Workers’ Party (PKK).

While Finland’s bid was eventually ratified
by both Ankara and Budapest in late March,
with the country officially joining the bloc
earlier this month, Sweden’s NATO bid has
remained in limbo.

The Turkish authorities claim that Stockholm
has not yet fully addressed its grievances,
while Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Or-
ban has accused it of “spreading blatant lies
about Hungary, about the rule of law in Hun-
gary, about democracy, about life here.”

Both Sweden and Finland have been fierce-
ly critical of Hungary’s conservative govern-
ment. Both support the EU’s withholding of
funds from Budapest over Orban’s supposed
stifling of LGBTQ and migrant rights, as well
as judicial independence concerns.
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Recognition of Arab American Herit-
age month growing but still far from

complete in US

S President Joe Biden issued a lengthy statement recogniz-
U ing April as Arab American Heritage Month, noting on Friday

that “the Arab American story is the American story” and
should be recognized formally by all Americans.

Biden said that Arab Americans, like all of the nation’s ethnic groups,
had contributed to defining America as a country welcoming of im-
migrants and the cultures they brought with them, serving in the US
military and in every profession.

However, Biden said that despite the contribution made to the na-
tion, many Arabs continue to face racism and discrimination.

“This month, we join together to celebrate the immeasurable contri-
butions of Arab Americans to our nation and recommit ourselves to
the timeless work of making sure that all people have the
opportunity to achieve the American Dream,” Biden
said during a briefing on March 31.

“Sadly, we also recognize that, even as
Arab Americans enrich our nation, many
continue to face prejudice, bigotry, and
violence — a stain on our collective
conscience. Hate must have no safe
harbor in this country. We must af-
firm that sentiment again and again.
That is why, on my first day in office,

| issued the proclamation on Ending
Discriminatory Bans on Entry to the
United States, which harmed the Arab
American community. | also signed an
executive order charging the federal
government with advancing equity for
historically underserved communities, in-
cluding Arab Americans. | was proud to host
a first-of-its-kind United We Stand Summit at the
White House and announce new measures to help
communities prevent and respond to hate-based threats, bul-
lying and harassment.”

Biden established an interagency group to “coordinate” the federal
government’s efforts to fight antisemitism and Islamophobia, and is
exploring ways to include Arabs in the 2030 US Census drive, leaning
toward adding to the census questionnaire the phrase “MENA” (Mid-
dle East and North Africa) rather than the word “Arab.”

For many years, Arabs in only a few states such as Michigan, lllinois,
California, Washington D.C., Arizona and Texas celebrated Arab
American Heritage Month individually and during different months
of the year.

That changed in 2017 when Arab American leaders launched a co-
ordinated effort to designate one month, April, as Arab American
Heritage Month. In 2018, Illinois became the first state to pass a law
officially recognizing April as Arab American Heritage Month.

Since then, 44 other states have approved proclamations recognizing
April as Arab American Heritage Month and Arab contributions to
American society.

In 2022, the recognition of April as Arab American Heritage Month
received a major boost when Biden became the first US president to
recognize it as an official national commemoration.

“We have seen a steady progression, first to bring Arab Americans
together to recognize one month to celebrate our rich cultural her-
itage, and we have seen many Americans and elected officials sup-
port this important designation,” said American Arab Chamber of
Commerce of lllinois President Hassan Nijem who was instrumental
in getting the law passed in 2018.

“Last year, President Biden recognized April nationally as Arab Her-
itage Month and it has been followed by proclamations and decla-
rations from members of Congress, state governors and legislatures
in 45 states. We still have a way to go, but the recognition of the
contributions of Arab Americans to the richness of this country is
undeniable.”

Several Biden administration officials and department heads issued

NATIONAL
ARAB AMERICAN
HERITAGE MONTH

statements affirming April as Arab American Heritage Month. On
April 1, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, speaking for the Biden
administration, issued a proclamation honoring Arab American Her-
itage Month.

“Last year, President Biden became the first US president to declare
April as National Arab American Heritage Month, in recognition of
the contributions of Arab Americans to the United States that are as
old as America itself. Americans of Arab heritage have advanced the
nation’s achievements in diplomacy, science, technology, as well as
in art and culture,” Blinken said.

“Arab Americans have also been at the forefront of the fight for civil
rights and social justice. We mark National Arab American Heritage
Month by celebrating the rich culture and heritage of Arab Ameri-
cans and honoring the contributions to this country, includ-
ing proudly here at the Department of State.”

The Democratic National Committee Chair-
| man Jaime Harrison joined the DNC’s Eth-
nic Council Chairman James Zogby, also
the president of the Arab American In-
stitute, in issuing a statement saluting

Arab culture during April Arab Ameri-
can Heritage month.

“This Arab  American Heritage

Month, we celebrate the culture,
contributions, and achievements of
Arab Americans across our country.
This vibrant and diverse community,
with roots in 22 countries in the Middle
East and North Africa and numerous cul-
tural and religious traditions, represents the
best of who we are,” a statement released on
Saturday by the DNC read.

“President Biden understands that, and it is why the Biden-Har-
ris administration recognized April as National Arab American Her-
itage Month for the first time nationally in 2021. On behalf of the
Democratic Party, we're proud to celebrate and support Arab Ameri-
cans for the tremendous impact they have on our party and country.”

From schools to government agencies and public organizations,
Americans are celebrating Arab American Heritage Month. The New
York City Public Schools, for example, listed a variety of ways in which
classrooms and students can learn more about Arab American his-
tory.

The Arab American National Museum located in Dearborn, Michi-
gan, is offering a “virtual tour” of Arab American history.

Google Classrooms and “1001 Inventions” have partnered to provide
digital access to interactive stories about lesser-known pioneer men
and women, primarily from the Arab world, to help spark young peo-
ple’s interest in science while promoting diversity and inclusion in
their own online exhibition.

Several Arab American leaders said that the celebrations were mut-
ed slightly in deference to the observance of Ramadan, the import-
ant Islamic religious commemoration observed by Muslims during
the ninth month of the Islamic calendar by fasting from sunrise to
sunset, and in prayer and through community reflection.

In a show of unity with Muslims, many Christian-owned restaurants
limit their business hours until after the sunset iftar, and temper pub-
lic celebrations.

“In Illinois, we will be hosting events at the end of the month of April
Arab American Heritage Month as an act of respect,” Nijem said,
noting that Cook County Treasurer Maria Pappas, who annually rec-
ognizes the achievements of the region’s ethnic groups, will host a
special Arab American Heritage gathering on May 1 at her offices
in Chicago.

The Arab Chamber also has several events planned for the last week
of April after Ramadan concludes, Nijem said.

https://www.arabnews.com/node/2279811/world
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President al-Alimi:
We're committed to
put an end of the suf-
fering of all detainees

is Excellency President Dr. Rashad al-
H Alimi, Chairman of the Presidential

Council, has confirmed the commitment
of the Presidential Council and the Govern-
ment to work on releasing all detainees includ-
ing Maj. General Faisal Rajab and Mohammed
Qahtan who are covered by the International
Security Council.

His Excellency said in a tweet in which he con-
gratulated the detainees who were set free over
the past days “These days were of great happi-
ness for the Yemeni people everywhere, with
the final days of the Holy Month and advent
of the blessed Eid al-Fiter, hundreds of families
re-union with their own beloved ones, hopeful-
ly this step will constitute a glimpse of hope on
the path to achieve the fair and comprehensive
peace that our people deserves”.

The President praised the efforts of the govern-
ment’s team, brothers in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, the United Nations and the International
Committee of the Red Cross which combined to
release hundreds of the detainees based on the
outcomes of the recent meetings between the
government and the Houthi militias in Switzer-
land.

The prisoner-exchange deal included releasing
890 of the detainees of both sides including
Maj. General Mahmood Assobaihi, Maj. Gen-
eral Nasser Mansour Hadi who are included by
the International Security Council, four journal-
ists were unfairly sentenced to death and four
corpses.
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UN Envoy Hails Yemen Mass
Prisoner Release, Urges Politi-
cal Solution to War

s a major exchange of prisoners linked to Yemen’s
longstanding war began on, UN Special Envoy Hans

Grundberg urged the warring sides to continue their
search for a peaceful future for the embattled country.

“Nearly 900 conflict-related detainees are being released by the par-
ties in Yemen, and over the course of three days,” the Office of the
Special Envoy of the Secretary-General for Yemen said in a statement.
“This release operation comes at a time of hope for Yemen as a
reminder that constructive dialogue and mutual compromises are
powerful tools capable of achieving great outcomes,” Mr. Grund-
berg’s office added.

Swiss connection

The development is in line with an agreement reached by the Su-
pervisory Committee on the Detainees’ Exchange Agreement, which
announced the initiative at UN Geneva in March.

Facilitated by Special Envoy Grundberg and the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross, the agreement involves the freeing of 887
conflict-related detainees, held over the course of more than eight
years of clashes between Yemen’s Government and Houthi opposi-
tion fighters that are widely believed to have killed thousands and
created what the UN has described as the worst humanitarian emer-
gency in the world.

“More releases” are planned once Yemen's warring parties meet in
May, according to the Special Envoy’s Office, which noted that the
Red Cross is managing the release operation which includes flights
between six airports in Yemen and Saudi Arabia to repatriate all pris-
oners.

hundreds of Yemeni families get to celebrate Eid with their loved
ones because the parties negotiated and reached an agreement. |
hope this spirit is reflected in ongoing efforts to advance a compre-
hensive political solution,” said Special Envoy Grundberg.

After highlighting that “thousands more families are still waiting to
be reunited with their loved ones”, the UN official expressed hope
that the warring parties would “build on the success of this operation
to fulfill the commitment they made to the Yemeni people” in talks in
Sweden in 2018, “to release all conflict-related detainees and bring
this suffering to an end”.

Apart from carrying out prisoner exchanges, the two other main
components of the Stockholm Agreement — endorsed by the UN Se-
curity Council under resolution 2451 (2018) — covered an agreement
on the city of Hudaydah; the ports of Hudaydah, Salif and Ras Issa,
and “a statement of understanding” on the city of Taiz.

In his statement, Special Envoy Grundberg also urged the parties “to
immediately and unconditionally release all arbitrarily detained in-
dividuals and to adhere to international legal standards” regarding
detention and fair trials.
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$1.2 million in US support
to mitigate conflicts over
land and water in Yemen

he United States, through the U.S. Agency for In-
T ternational Development (USAID), announced a

two-year program to help communities in Yemen
affected by conflict manage and resolve land and water
disputes fairly and peacefully.

The $1.2 million USAID Building Peace in Yemen pro-
gram, implemented by ARK Group, will encourage peo-
ple to build mutual understanding, trust, and empathy
in order to heal divisions, including those rooted in re-
ligious, ethnic, or political differences. The program will
also promote climate resilience and help reduce violent
conflict stemming from scarce resources.

“The United States stands with the people of Yemen as
they focus on peace and progress in selected Yemeni
communities through this new program which demon-
strates our nations’ strong partnership,” said U.S. Am-
bassador Steven Fagin. “We are confident that this pro-
gram will encourage greater climate resilience in Yemen
and help reduce conflicts over limited resources.”

In recent decades, disputes over land and water in Ye-
men have resulted in conflict that has claimed the lives
of thousands each year. These conflicts have grown in-
creasingly complex during Yemen'’s civil war, as the ongo-
ing conflict has negatively impacted local authorities that
typically help resolve these disputes. In addition, Yeme-
nis are facing poor water regulation and distribution as a
result of the growing impact of climate change, including
depleting water tables, drought, and flooding.

“Communities are becoming increasingly vulnerable to
land and water disputes driven by a changing climate,”
said USAID Country Director Kimberlee Bell. “By partner-
ing with Yemenis, we can prepare community leaders to

resolve more of these disputes peacefully and safely.”

The USAID-funded program will partner with communi-
ties in rural Yemen to address root causes of land and
water conflict, especially water scarcity, by promoting
water conservation, especially in agriculture, and facilitat-
ing community-led climate change resilience planning.
The program will promote dialogue, mediation, and res-
olution of existing land and water conflicts, especially
those between groups in conflict.
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World Bank allocates over
$200 million to support food
security in Yemen

he World Bank has announced a $207 million grant to
address food security and malnutrition in war-torn Ye-
men.

The grant, offered by the World Bank’s International Development As-
sociation, aims to “address chronic food insecurity and malnutrition in
Yemen,” the bank said in a statement.

“Around 1.8 million Yemeni households will benefit” from the grant,”
the bank said.

“It will also support poor and vulnerable households facing multiple
overlapping crises, including conflict, food price inflation, climate-re-
lated emergencies such as the August-September 2022 floods, and the
consequences of the Covid-19 pandemic,” the statement added.
Yemen descended into a deadly civil war in September 2014, when
Houthi seized much of the country, including the capital, Sanaa.

A coalition led by Saudi Arabia intervened militarily in early 2015 to
restore the government to power.

The conflict, which has been ongoing for eight years, has led to one of
the world’s worst humanitarian crises, with millions at risk of starva-
tion.
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Arab League calls for
ceasefire in Sudan dur-
ing emergency meeting

he Arab League on called for a ceasefire in Su-
T dan, expressing concern over the escalating vio-

lence and hostilities.
In a final statement issued after an emergency meeting
to discuss the recent developments in the country, the
Arab League also emphasized the need for a return to
peaceful negotiations and to “establish a new phase
that fulfills the ambitions of the brotherly Sudanese
people and contributes to reinforce political and eco-
nomic security and stability in this important country.”
The emergency meeting was called for by Egypt and
Saudi Arabia in response to clashes that erupted on
between the Sudanese military and the Rapid Support
Forces (RSF).
The military and RSF have been vying for power as po-
litical factions negotiate the formation of a transitional
government following a military coup in 2021. Tensions
have also risen over the integration of the RSF into the
military.
The Arab League statement added it will continue to fol-
low up on the situation and will conduct the necessary
calls in this regard.

During a televised speech, Sudan’s representative to
the Arab League, Alsadik Omar Abdullah, appealed for
Arab support to help calm the situation, while empha-
sizing that external interference in local affairs should
be avoided.

“The Sudanese government has declared it a rebel
force to be treated as such,” he said, adding that efforts
to mediate the integration of RSF into the Army have
failed.

The RSF shared a video claiming to show Egyptian troops
who had “surrendered” to them in Merowe. Egypt had
said the troops were in Sudan for exercises with their
Sudanese counterparts.

Egypt’s representative called for an immediate ceasefire
in Sudan, underscoring the strategic and geographical
relations between both countries.

Obaida el-Dandarawy, Deputy Permanent Representa-
tive of Egypt, said that despite any differences in points
of view that may arise at various stages, “there is no
doubt” that Egypt’s interests are intertwined with those
of Sudan, and vice versa. He also called on the protec-
tion of the Egyptian interests in the country.

“Egypt assures its commitment to supporting and [en-
suring] stability in Sudan and the unity of its land and
it assures the importance to prevent the interference
of exterior forces in Sudanese affairs,” the representa-
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tive said, calling on the warring sides to find common
ground and settle differences.
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Palestinian Prime Minister: End-
ing occupation, establishing state
key to regional peace and stability

alestinian Prime Minister Mohammad Shtayyeh
P stated that ending the Israeli occupation and

establishing a Palestinian state is key to region-
al peace and stability.

Prime Minister Shtayyeh reiterated that the Palestine
question and the Palestinian people’s just and heroic
struggle would remain at the forefront for the inter-
national community despite Israel’s
continuous attempts to divert
attention from the Palestine
question and mask its set-
tler-colonialism.
He added that ending the
56-year-long Israeli occu-
'ﬁ pation of the Palestinian
territories (West Bank and
Gaza Strip) and the estab-
lishment of an independent
Palestinian state based on
the 1967 borders, with East Je-
rusalem as its capital, is the key to
peace and stability in the region.
Shtayyeh made his remarks during a meeting with the
Norwegian envoy for the Middle East peace process,
Hilda Haraldstad with the attendance of the Head of
Norway Representative Office Torunn Viste at his of-
fice in the occupied West Bank city of Ramallah.
He briefed Haraldstad on the latest political develop-
ments and stressed the need for successful outcomes
of the upcoming Ad Hoc Liaison Committee (AHLC)
Conference, to be held under Norway’s chairmanship,
that would oblige Israel to abide by its pledges and all
signed agreements.
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A magician Kills his
clients and buries
them in his garden
in Indonesia, for this

ndonesian police have arrested a magician

who killed more than a dozen of his clients

after defrauding them of their money.
Salamit Tohari, 45, admitted to police that many
of the victims had been buried on his land.

He was charged with premeditated murder of cus-
tomers at his home in Banjarnegara, Central Java.
Police said he promised to magically double the
money, and when customers wanted their money
back, he poisoned them.

He was arrested after the son of his latest victim
told police that Tohari’s home was the last known
location of his father.

He told his son his location via WhatsApp, and
asked him to report to the police if he did not re-
turn by 26 March. A police report was issued the
next day.

Authorities then went to Tohari’s home in Desa
Balon village, Wanayasa District, on Monday,
where they discovered several graves at a nearby
site.

Some graves had two to three victims buried to-
gether. A bottle of mineral water was also found
in each grave.

Police say the victims range in age from 25 to 50,
some of whom have been buried for six months.
Their bodies showed no signs of violence.

It is not clear if the owners of those bodies have
been identified. The police did not provide infor-
mation on whether any investigations were un-
derway in these cases.

Tohari did not deny the killing. He was previously
imprisoned in 2019; Charged with counterfeiting
money, he faces the death penalty on the current
charges.

The police said that he portrayed himself as a
magician, who could multiply 70 million rupees
(4,683 US dollars) to 5 billion rupees.

It is prevalent in police custody that Tohari has
been killing his victims since 2020.

Police said he lured his victims to his home, where
he then gave them drinks mixed with potassium
cyanide and a sedative.
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Muslim population in Spain in-
creased 10 times in last 30 years

ecretary of the Islamic Commission of Spain said that the
S Muslim population living in Spain has increased 10 times in

the last 30 years, exceeding 2.5 million.
Mohamed Ajana told Anadolu that according to official records, 2.5
million, and according to unofficial figures, about 3 million Muslims
live in Spain.
Ajana added that the Muslim population in Spain, which was seen
as purely immigrants in the past, now has an important place among
Spanish citizens.
He stated that more than one million Muslims in the country are
Spanish citizens, some of them are immigrants and others are of
Spanish origin.
Explaining that Muslims from Morocco, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sen-
egal, and Algeria are in the majority, he shared the information that
the majority of the Muslim population in Spain lives in industrialized
regions such as Catalonia, Valencia, Andalusia, and Madrid.
Ajana also said that there are currently 53 Islamic federations serv-
ing the Muslim community in Spain, and that there are about 2,000
mosques.
He said the main problems that Muslims face are obtaining permits
and licenses for the construction of mosques, the existence of only
40 Muslim cemeteries despite the increase in population, educa-
tion, and Islamophobia.

Report: Muslims represented 10% of
French population in 2019-2020

uslims represented 10% of the French population in
2019 - 2020, according to figures by the national statis-
tics bureau, Insee.

A total of 29% of the population, aged 18 to 59, declared themselves
Catholic, 10% Muslim, 10% other religions and 51% had no religion,
according to the report published.

“Immigrants coming from traditionally Muslim countries are more
engaged in religion,” while those from European, except Portugal,
or Asian countries, claimed less frequently a religious affiliation, said
the report.

“Only 20% of the Muslims regularly go to mosques,” said Insee.
“Religion’s place in identity is clearly most significant for Jews (54%)
and Muslims (30%), compared to Catholics (6%), and has decreased
among Muslims in 11 years.”

The report said 75% of Muslims fast strictly while 15% respect it
“more or less.”
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Elderly Muslim man
walking home from
mosque attacked in UK

73-year-old pensioner was attacked by three men
as he was walking home from a mosque in Birming-
ham’s Kings Heath neighborhood on.

The victim was taken to hospital with a broken hand and cuts
to his face. In the videos circulated on social media, blood is
seen streaming down from the man’s face.

CCTV camera footage showed the attackers were sitting in a
black vehicle prior to the assault. One kicked him hard in the
back, causing him to fall and hit his head on a display board.
The group is then seen fleeing the scene immediately.

“This was an appalling attack on a member of the public who
was heading home. We'll be taking a full statement from the
victim, who remains in hospital today, and we’ve already got
officers in the area this morning recovering CCTV and carry-
ing out house-to-house inquiry. We are working hard to iden-
tify the attackers and the car that they were in,” said Sergeant
Chris Gallon of Moseley and Kings Heath police.

The attackers are described as two white men and one Black
man, all aged between 18 and 30 who were wearing track-
suits.

West Midlands police do not think there is any connection
to an attack on another elderly Muslim man who was set on
fire while walking home from another Birmingham mosque
on March 20.

Birmingham, a city with a population of 1.2 million, is home
to more than 300,000 Muslims. The minority group is said to

G0 it o | 2020 bugogo gl
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be not only facing discrimination in their daily lives, but also

physical attacks.

In 2018, a cross-party group of parliamentarians issued a re-
port on anti-Muslim hate, urging the government to officially
define Islamophobia. So far, the government has refrained

from taking any action.
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ICESCO Wins Grand Prize for Heritage in Morocco

and Cultural Organization (ICESCO) has

won the Grand Prize for Heritage in its
first edition, in the category of international
organizations, which is awarded by the Asso-
ciation for the Protection and Promotion of
Moroccan Heritage, in recognition of ICESCO’s
initiatives in the field of preserving and safe-
guarding the Islamic world heritage, publiciz-
ing it and inscribing it on heritage lists.

T he Islamic World Educational, Scientific

The event was attended by senior officials, pub-
lic personalities and heritage experts.
Dr. Salim M. AlMalik, ICESCO Director-General

(DG), received the Prize from Mr. Mohamed
Mehdi Bensaid, Moroccan Minister of Youth,
Culture and Communication, during a ceremo-
ny held at the archaeological site of Chellah in
Rabat.

The Grand Prize for Heritage in the category
of personalities was won by Mr. André Azou-
lay, Advisor to His Majesty King Mohammed
VI, President of the Three Cultures Foundation
and President of the Essaouira-Mogador Asso-
ciation, in recognition of his efforts in creating
the House of Memory in Essaouira.

The award was received on his behalf by Dr.
Said Amzazi, former Minister of National Edu-

cation, Vocational Training and Higher Educa-
tion and Scientific Research, while the Al Moul-
taga Foundation won the award in the category
of non-governmental organizations.

A commemorative shield was awarded to the
Moroccan Minister of Youth, Culture and Com-
munication, in recognition of his efforts in the
field of cultural heritage protection and safe-
guarding in the Kingdom of Morocco.
Speaking at the event, Dr. AlMalik reviewed
ICESCO’s key efforts in promoting culture and
enhancing the tangible and intangible heritage
of the countries of the Islamic world, as well as
contributing to its protection and safeguard-

ing through the establishment of a specialized
heritage center and the inscription of more
than 600 historical sites and cultural heritage
elements on ICESCO’s Islamic World Heritage
Lists, stressing that the Organization is working
to inscribe 1000 sites and elements by the end
of 2025.

He also pointed out that ICESCO uses modern
technology and artificial intelligence applica-
tions to overcome the challenges of preserving
cultural heritage in the Islamic world.

Asharg Al-Awsat
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BAY LEAVES

BY NIKKI GIOVANNI

| watched Mommy
Cook

Though | cooked
With Grandmother

With Grandmother | learned
To pluck chickens

Peel carrots

Turn chittlins inside out
Scrub pig feet

With Mommy | watched
leftovers for stew

Or vegetable soup

Great northern beans
Mixed collards turnips and mustard greens
Garlic cloves Bay Leaves
Very beautifully green

Stiff so fresh

With just a pinch of salt

Not everything together

All the time but all the time
Keeping everything

| make my own

Frontier soup in a crock pot

| make my own ice cream with a pinch of salt
And everything else

With garlic

But fresh Bay Leaves

Are only for very special

Ox Tails

Source: Poetry
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Golden Shovel:
Our Faithfulness

BY SHARON OLDS

Nothing promised between us is nothing

promised. And what does it mean, promised.
Sent forward. I'd say that my love of you is

permanent, | believe that nothing

will stop it—but | have not actually promised.

Nor have you spoken any promise. But
we do not lie to each other. Nothing

false will be spoken, as if we have promised
each other the truth. | do promise you that,

| love to make you a promise. It is
an eros, and it is a bond—we are not

just flying around like electrons. It's per-

formed,

our truth, it holds us together, it is
what | call sacred—and | mean nothing
outside space and time. | love promised

and | love performed—there is nothing be-

tween us that

is promised to go through to completion and

is

not completed. Nothing promised that is not
performed. Nothing promised that is not per-

formed.

Source: Poetry
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Leonardo Da Vinci hid a secret, edible in-

gredient in his works

amous painters such as
F Leonardo da Vinci, San-

dro Botticelli and other
Renaissance masters may have
experimented with mixing egg
yolk into their oil paints to help
the paintings resist moisture
and prevent them from wrin-
kling and yellowing.

THE Nature Communications
According to a study published
by the new research suggests
the use of eggs was likely
intentional.

Experts concluded that adding
eggs to oil paintings acts as

a kind of “antioxidant, which
slows down the onset of
hardening.” In other words, this
combination may have helped
stop the paint from deteriorat-
ing.

One of Leonardo da Vinci’s
most famous works, the Mona
LisaSource: pexels.com

There are very few written
sources about this, and no
scientific work has been done

before that has investigated
the subject in such depth — the

author of the study, Ophélie
Ranquet, from the Institute of
Mechanical Process Engineering
and Mechanics at the Karlsruhe
Institute of Technology in
Germany, told CNN, as quoted
by the online science portal Sci-
enceAlert. — Our results show
that an amazing change in the
properties of oil paint can be
achieved with even a very small
amount of egg yolk, which
proves the benefits it could
have had for artists.

When scientists investigated
the effects of using egg yolk
proteins in oil, they found that
the egg proteins suppressed
the water absorbed in the

paint in a humid environment.
According to the study while
the paintings were drying, they
also helped prevent yellowing
and wrinkling, “a problem that
even Leonardo da Vinci encoun-
tered”. With the egg yolk, the
artists “gave us the opportunity
to admire their masterpieces
even today”.
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A surprising
actor has been
chosen as the

main villain of
Bad Boys

t’s been three years since Will Smith
I and Martin Lawrence reunited af-

ter a long hiatus for one last film,
which, unlike the previous two films,
was not directed by Michael Bay, but
by the Adil El Arbi-Bilall Fallah duo
(Black, White Snow). However, view-
ers didn’t mind and eagerly bought
tickets for the sequel, which resulted
in the $90 million action film grossing
nearly $430 million globally, paving
the way for Bad Boys 4.

Not much time passed, and Sony Pic-
tures already confirmed that it had
begun to prepare the sequel, and then
the filming began, but in the meantime,
the unpleasant incident between Will
Smith and Chris Rock at the Oscars took
place, which caused the film’s work to
be paused.

Fortunately, Sony’s president reassured
fans that Bad Boys 4 will be made de-
spite the mishap, of course with Will
Smith involved, and in January of this
year, the actor himself logged in via Ins-
tagram to confirm their participation in
the project.

Since then, not much has been revealed
about Bad Boys 4, but now the Dead-
line based on his report, the cast has
been expanded with Eric Dane, the star
of the Grace Clinic, The Last Hope and
Euphoria series, who will reportedly
be Marcus and Mike’s opponent in the
new adventure. In addition to him, the
crew is strengthened by Vanessa Hud-
gens (tick, tick... Boom!, Hugh School
Musical), Alexander Ludwig (Vikings,
The Hunger Games) and Paola Nunez
(Resident Evil, The Purge).

Bad Boys 4 is written by Chris Bremner
(Bad Boys Forever, The Man from To-
ronto) and directed again by the duo
Adil El Arbi-Bilall Fallah.
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‘Min Al Katra'...Saudi Novel Inspired by

Beauty of Asir

ar Athar Publishing, Dammam, released a new nov-
D el entitled “Min al Katra” (“From the Window”) by

Dr. Abdelaziz M. al-Qahtani. With a simple language
and flowing narrative style, the book explores the ambianc-
es in a village, in Asir region, where people live a mod-
est and complication-free life. The novel also
sheds light on the daily rituals and
the warm social connections
among families, offering the
readers an intimate and special
social scenery.

“I wanted to write a novel with
imaginary events and characters in-
spired by the beautiful language and
details of Asir. The book opens a win-
dow on beautiful things such as creat-
ing happiness with simple things, and
making life decisions that bring us inner
glory. We say Asir, we hear beauty, heri-
tage, and culture. | can’t document all the
heritage or culture of the city in one text,
my novel is not a historic document, and |
don’t have real events to report; | just used
details like the accent and the names of the
local garments,” al-Qahtani said in the intro-
duction.

“Although the characters are imaginary, we could

see many that resemble them with the same
compassion, kindness, and good influence. Here, | tried to
highlight some of Asir’s terms, starting with the title “Katra”
which means ‘window’. Readers will also read various events

and stories about struggle and hard work. The novel shed
lights on a large region with many legacies and traditions,”
he added.

The novelist said he didn’t live in Asir, but he
loved it and heard about its culture, heritage,
and history from the community surrounding

him. “l read many books about Asir from which
| got the idea of the ‘window’ or ‘katra’. There
are many events that | didn’t actually live

because of my young age, but hearing my
parents and relatives narrating them with
warmth urged me to imagine the scenes.
| also added some events that | imag-
ined and inspired from the accent and
traditions. The story of the novel takes
place between the 1940s and the early
1990s,” he explained.

“The route is obscure with no light-
ning. | crossed the distance in four
and a half hours. From 9:00 pm

until dawn, they rode the donkey.
Sometimes children rested, some-
times they walked to reach Abha.
The unpaved route is fenced with
several villages. It is scary and emp-
ty, but the will to safely arrive to the Gulf
comes before everything. In every step, Khadija was
imagining darkness as light, and the sun on the foreheads of
her children for whom she is making all these efforts. She
wants to live for them and to protect them and embrace
them,” a paragraph of the novel reads.
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Cutting humanitarian
food assistance is an
‘impossible decision’

Having to choose to take food from the hungry to feed the starving is the
impossible decision that the World Food Programme (WFP) makes every
day when needing to scale back food assistance despite a growing global
hunger crisis. While in 2022 we were supported by the highest levels of
funding in our 60-year history, the reality on the ground is this hasn’t been
enough to mitigate needs. We face the challenge of ensuring that the most
vulnerable communities not only receive on-going crisis support, but that
there is also investment in long term initiatives that empower individuals
to lessen their reliance on humanitarian assistance.

Political instability, climate extremes, poverty, prolonged conflict and rising
food and fuel prices, has resulted in more than 345 million people living
in acute hunger, needing immediate and on-going food assistance to meet
their basic daily needs. This number has more than doubled in just 5 years.

These same rising costs, also mean

it costs WFP more to reach those in

need. This, coupled with falling short

of meeting our funding require-

ments, means we are faced with

; cutting food assistance, either in the
", | number of individuals we can help,
r L or the amount of assistance we can

provide, to stretch our resources as

far as we can.
Mageed Yahia

For many of the most vulnerable, the
food assistance provided by WFP is
their only means of meeting their
basic needs. This is true in places like
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Palestine,

Syria, and Yemen. Due to conflict and po-

litical instability, there are millions of peo-
ple unable to work, grow food or take actions which allow them to meet
their own basic survival.

Yet in these same countries, due to insufficient funding, WFP is having to
make tough decisions. In Afghanistan, 4 million people only received half
of their monthly food ration last month. For the Rohingya refugees in Ban-
gladesh, who wholly rely on humanitarian assistance, 940,000 started re-
ceiving reduced rations since March. Without additional funding, 350,000
Palestinians may receive no assistance starting in May. In Syria, assistance
for close to 4 million people may be reduced by July. While in Yemen, all
those supported by WFP assistance are on only 60 percent of their actual
daily needs.

We understand that the requests for financial support by humanitarian
agencies like WFP can appear seemingly endless. But it’s important to rec-
ognise that basic food needs don’t end without also empowering com-
munities to be self-reliant by investing in projects that bring back income
generation capacity and self-sufficiency. It is the desire of any individual
supported by humanitarian relief to not live on assistance forever, and in-
stead regain their independence. It’s also important to note, that by not
acting, the world often then faces worse crises of increased migration, po-
litical conflict and financial impacts which reach further and further from
the epicentres of need.

In pockets of stability, WFP has proven that this investment in resilience
building initiatives works. In Syria, for example, a programme focused on
improving irrigation to double the amount of arable land resulted in a ten-
fold increase in food production. This is just one of hundreds of projects
that seem small when held against the backdrop of food crisis but are ex-
actly what allow communities to lessen their reliance on assistance.

It's important to recognise that despite this challenging landscape, we do
want to celebrate and honour the lives we have positively impacted. In
2022, WFP was supported by a record high of 14 billion US dollars and was
able to help 158 million people. In places like Somalia, for example, this
meant WFP was able to scale up life-saving food and nutrition relief to un-
precedented levels and fewer people are now facing catastrophic hunger
than previously expected. With the help of the international community,
we do scale impossible mountains and save lives.

But now we all need to look ahead to the growing mountain we have yet
to climb. The needs for on-going daily food assistance continue to require
financial support. At the same time, we need to harness every available
opportunity to invest in innovative initiatives that endow vulnerable pop-
ulations with the means to reduce their reliance on day-to-day assistance.
Let’s work together to stop having to make impossible decisions and cre-
ate innovative solutions and programmes that places the most vulnerable
populations on a pathway to self-sufficiency. This way, together, we save
lives today and change lives forever.
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British Conserva-
tive Party must end
links with right-wing
group: opposition

to cut ties with Turning Point UK, a British off-

shoot of a US right-wing pressure group, over the
organization’s support for an anti-Muslim pastor as well
as other controversies, The Guardian reported.

T he governing Conservative Party has been urged

Several senior Conservatives have ties to TPUK, including
the party’s Deputy Chairman Lee Anderson, former Home
Secretary Priti Patel, and former leader of the House of
Commons Jacob Rees-Mogg.

The group insists it has no formal links to the Conservative
Party, despite MP Marco Longhi serving as its honorary
president.

TPUK has faced criticism over the views of several of its
speakers, including Pastor Rikki Doolan, who has said pub-
lic buildings across the UK should not allow Islamic prayers
to take place during Ramadan.

Anneliese Dodds, chairwoman of the main opposition La-
bour Party, said: “It’s extremely concerning to see senior
Conservatives associating themselves with what looks to
most people an awful lot like a far-right group.”

Liberal Democrat MP Layla Moran said: “As a Liberal, it is
deeply concerning that a member of parliament from any
party is associating with a group that promotes harmful
and regressive ideas about women and minority groups.

“I'urge Marco Longhi to remove himself from this position
and take action to ensure that Turning Point’s divisive and
dangerous rhetoric is not given a platform in our society.”

In response to the criticism, a TPUK spokesperson high-
lighted the group’s “multiple Muslim members,” adding
that it has “strived to build bridges between Christian and
Islamic communities in the UK.”

They said: “Since Turning Point UK launched in 2019 we
have had hundreds of external speakers and video con-
tributors — including people we disagree with 99 percent
of the time but agree with on one issue. We certainly do
not police people’s social media.”
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Saudi-Iranian diplomatic
deal could boost support
for the Palestinian cause

he agreement between Saudi Arabia and Iran to restore diplomatic
T ties could help mobilize support for the Palestinian cause and might

even pave the way for possible reconciliation between Fatah and
Hamas, according to Palestinian sources.

Politicians and analysts described the deal as a positive step that could enhance se-
curity and stability in the region, thereby improving the ability of Arab and Islamic
countries to respond collectively and effectively to threats and challenges, and to
defend the interests of Palestinian people and support their cause.

On March 10, following talks in Beijing sponsored by China, Saudi Arabia and Iran an-
nounced that diplomatic relations will resume and their embassies reopen within two
months. Many political analysts and experts said that the agreement is likely to nega-
tively affect Israel by weakening its position and strengthening the Palestinian cause.
Jibril Rajoub, the secretary general of Fatah’s Central Committee, told that he be-
lieves the Saudi-Iranian rapprochement represents a strategic step that will signifi-
cantly affect security, stability and other regional interests and issues, including the
Palestinian cause.

At the start of the weekly Palestinian Authority cabinet session in Ramallah, Prime
Minister Mohammed Shtayyeh welcomed the agreement.

According to Ahmed Majdalani, the Palestinian minister of social development, the
agreement between Riyadh and Tehran will undoubtedly have a positive effect on
security and stability in the region, and on the Palestinian cause. It might also help to
improve the relationship between Fatah and Hamas, he told.

Nasser Al-Kidwa, a former Palestine Liberation Organization representative to the UN,
told he believes the agreement would aid the Palestinian cause by weakening Israel.
Islam Shahwan, an expert on security and political affairs from Gaza, said: “The effect
(of the Saudi-Iran agreement) will focus on strengthening support for the Palestinian
cause.”

The Kingdom’s influence on the Palestinian Authority and Iran’s influence on Hamas
and Islamic Jihad might, in turn, result in Hamas agreeing a long-term truce in the
West Bank, he told.

Saudi Arabia might also be more open to dealing with Hamas and Islamic Jihad, con-
tribute more to projects that support Palestinians in East Jerusalem, and generally
strengthen the Kingdom's role and image as the most prominent Islamic country,
Shahwan added.

Political analyst Majdi Halabi said that the Saudi rapprochement might influence Teh-
ran’s point of view and persuade it to support a two-state solution to end the occupa-
tion of Palestinian territory, rather than calling for the elimination of Israel.

“Saudi Arabia’s adopted perspective, represented in the Arab Peace initiative of 2002,
is closer to resolving the Palestinian-Israeli conflict than Iran, which talks about lib-
erating Jerusalem and erasing Israel from existence, but these hollow slogans do not
benefit the Palestinian cause,” Halabi told.

Noting the overwhelming Israeli anger over the agreement, he added that the King-
dom is one of the few countries capable of persuading Israel to return to the nego-
tiating table with the Palestinians, thanks to its regional and international political
influence.

However, Halabi is less optimistic about the ability of Saudi Arabia or Iran to bring
about a reconciliation between Fatah and Hamas, pointing out that Saudi Arabia has
previously tried to encourage this and failed.

Mukhaimer Abu Saada, a political science professor at Al-Azhar University in Gaza,
agreed that there still appears to be little prospect of Fatah and Hamas resolving their
differences. But he told that there would be no chance of the Kingdom normalizing
relations with Israel, as some other Arab nations have done in recent years, until the
Palestinian issue is resolved.

Veteran Palestinian politician Nabil Amr also told that he does not believe the agree-
ment between Saudi Arabia and Iran will improve the chances of reconciliation be-
tween Fatah and Hamas.

Arab News
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IMF Expects Saudi
Budget to Benefit
from Reduction in Oil

has predicted that Saudi Arabia’s budget

will see an increase in revenues following
the recent reduction in oil production within the
OPEC+ alliance.

T he International Monetary Fund (IMF)

The IMF’s head of mission to Saudi Arabia, Amin
Matti, stated that the impact of the kingdom’s
production cut on the budget and external situa-
tion is positive, as the rise in oil prices will offset
any potential losses.

The reduction in production includes a 500,000
barrel per day cut from Saudi Arabia and Russia.
Last year, Saudi Arabia’s oil revenues reached al-
most $326 billion, making it the fastest-growing
economy in the G20.

Impact of Reduction in Oil Production on Saudi
Arabia’s Budget

The reduction in oil production within the OPEC+
alliance is expected to have a positive impact on
Saudi Arabia’s budget. With an increase in oil pric-
es, the kingdom can generate more revenue while
keeping spending under control. This could lead
to economic growth and development, as seen
in previous years when Saudi Arabia experienced
significant gains from oil revenues.

Qil Prices Rebound After Banking Crisis

After a banking crisis caused a dip in oil prices in
mid-March, prices have rebounded and settled
above $85 per barrel in April following the OPEC+
alliance’s decision to reduce production by over
one million barrels per day. The unexpected move
has helped stabilize the market and boost prices,
benefiting oil-producing countries like Saudi Ara-
bia.
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‘Israel’ records first budget defi-
cit following Moody's report

he Israeli occupation’s Finance Ministry announced
on that its government recorded a budget deficit of
$82 million in March.

The budget deficit is the first one recorded in nine months as tax rev-
enues fell, according to preliminary data issued by the occupation’s Fi-
nance Ministry.

The downward trend in revenues was preceded by an “exceptionally high
increase in state revenues” received in 2022.

The Finance Ministry said the deficit is fueled by a downward trend in
state revenues following the “exceptionally high increase in state reve-
nues” in 2022. In March, the occupation government’s earnings were cut
down to $11.18 billion, which marks a 4.7% decrease in comparison to
revenues of March 2022 which amounted to $11.73 billion.

Expenses also increased to $11.92 billion versus $11.48 billion in the
same month last year.

The March deficit might seem negligible in overall GDP (0.01%); however,
it coincides with an overall decrease in economic growth in ‘Israel” which
reached a 6% increase in 2022 and is now projected at 2.5%.

Moody'’s sends message to Netanyahu, lowers ‘Israel’ credit outlook
Moody’s global risk assessment agency downgraded the Israeli occupa-
tion’s economic outlook to “stable” on April 16 after it was “positive”
amid several crises affecting the Israeli occupation.

Moody’s said its sovereign credit rating for the Israeli occupation was A1,
which made the decrease shocking, though many financial and economic
experts had warned of the decision in light of the plight of crises facing
the Israeli occupation.

“The change of outlook to stable from positive reflects a deterioration
of Israel’s governance, as illustrated by the recent events around the
government’s proposal for overhauling the country’s judiciary,” the re-
nowned firm wrote.

Moreover, it asserted that “the manner in which the government has
attempted to implement a wide-ranging reform without seeking broad
consensus points to a weakening of institutional strength and policy
predictability. As a result, the risks on Israel’s rating are now balanced,
leading to a stable outlook.”

The statement stressed that “all in all, the recent events offset the pos-
itive developments that had led Moody'’s to assign a positive outlook in
April 2022, which related to strong economic and fiscal performance and
the implementation of structural reforms by the previous government.”
Declining economy

Senior officials from the occupation’s Finance Ministry have cautioned
that the proposed judicial reform by Netanyahu's government could
cause a major loss of tax income which would result in “very significant
harm” to the economy.

Revenues coming from direct taxes decreased by 8% to about $5.48 bil-
lion, while real estate taxes saw the biggest blow; they were cut down to
$410 million which equates to a whopping 43% decrease.

Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics revealed that the housing market wit-
nessed, for the first time since 2020, a slump in prices as home prices
decreased by 0.2% between January and February 2023.

Furthermore, corporate taxes decreased by 6% and revenue from the
collection of value-added taxes was cut by 20% which is partially the re-
sult of an overall slowdown in consumption.

This comes after the Israeli government posted a surplus, the first in 35
years, which amounted to $2.66 billion.

The occupation’s Finance Ministry expects a 0.9% budget deficit in 2023
and 0.8% in 2024 of total GDP.

Netanyahu's government at risk

The Israeli 2023-2024 budget was approved by the Knesset in its first
reading at the end of March. The budget proposal was transferred to
Knesset’s Finance Committee which is currently reviewing it.

The budget presented by the government allocates $132.81 billion in
spending for 2023 and will increase to $140.73 billion in 2024.

The occupation’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu could risk an auto-
matic government dissolution unless his government is able to complete
the 2 remaining budget votes by May 29. The current cabinet is facing
substantial internal pressure as the proposed judicial reforms stirred up
fierce opposition not to mention the Palestinian’s daily acts of resistance
which have become a substantial security risk for the occupation.
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Report : Saudi Ara-
bia finalizing system
for foreign owner-
ship of property

ing a new system for foreign ownership of real
estate, the General Real Estate Authority CEO
Abdullah al-Hammad said, according to a report on .

S audi Arabia is in the final stages of establish-

The comment on foreign ownership of property in
the Kingdom was made during a televised interview
on the Rotana Khalijia channel, Saudi daily Okaz re-
ported.

Non-citizens would reportedly be able to purchase
real estate of all kinds, including commercial, residen-
tial and agricultural.

The system would supposedly also allow ownership in
Mecca and Medina, Islam’s two holy cities.

While it is not clear when the rule will go into ef-
fect, al-Hammad was quoted as saying that it will be
“soon.”

Addressing the possible negative effects of foreign
ownership of property, al-Hammad said that all possi-
bilities were taken into account while developing the
system.

Early in 2023, Al Arabiya English reported that Saudi
Arabia’s real estate market could boom over the next
ten years, with investors drawn to the Kingdom by the
government’s multimillion dollar economic projects,
such as NEOM.

Developing the real estate sector, by means of new
projects and laws, is one of many goals of the Vision
2030 plan.

REAL ESTATE <iljléc
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A year after his elec-
tion, Emmanuel Macron
hopes for a new start

y announcing a period of one hundred days for a new start
B after a stumbling block, French President Emmanuel Macron

acknowledges the political impasse he has reached a year af-
ter his re-election.

On April 24, 2022, the 44-year-old president was re-elected, defeating far-right
candidate Marine Le Pen in the second round, just as he had done five years
earlier.

This is an achievement under the Fifth Republic outside the period of coexis-
tence, on the part of the person who caused a surprise in 2017 by positioning
himself in the middle to dismantle the old political divisions.

But the launch of this second term, which will be the last according to the
constitution, immediately lost its momentum.

The election campaign was affected by the war in Ukraine, and then the legis-
|ative elections deprived him of an absolute majority in the National Assembly.
Finally, the controversial pension reform, which raised the retirement age to
64, caused a major political and social crisis.

The result was a head of state who seeks to find a way to continue reform and
finds himself forced to achieve a majority according to the texts.

And for a period of time, he succeeded in achieving this goal.

The executive reminds everyone that before the retirement age of 64 was fi-
nally imposed without a vote thanks to the controversial Article 49.3 of the
Constitution, more than two dozen other texts were passed with votes from
the right and sometimes the left — from renewable energy to nuclear to pur-
chasing power.

Macron asserts, “We are progressing with difficulty,” while positively eval-
uating “the outcome of six
years” in the presidency.
Macron'’s great frustration is
the vociferous public anger
whose “successes” marginal-
ize low unemployment, the
beginning of the country’s
re-industrialization, and
shields to partially protect
the French from skyrocketing
prices.

In fact, Emmanuel Macron is
not very popular, as it has re-
corded its lowest levels since
the beginning of the “yellow
vests” crisis, the protest
movement that emerged at
the end of 2018 against the
backdrop of discontent with
fuel prices.

“The reform of the pension
system is behind the decline
in its popularity,” said Celine
Braque, general director of the Odoxa pollster. She told Agence France-Pres-
se that she reinforced the most negative features of his image, such as his
“contempt for the French” and he is often criticized for it.

During a speech on Monday to try to put an end to three months of protests
over the pension system, Macron announced a “gift of 100 days” and “work”
and set a date for July 14, National Day, for a “preliminary assessment”.
Meanwhile, after staying out of the limelight since the beginning of the year,
he resumed his field visits. He visited Alsace on , where he was booed.

The Elysee Palace described what happened as a “collective outlet for anger.”
“Itis an essential stage for reopening the papers” and “obtaining a truce,” said
one of the president’s confidants.

Through his plan, he hopes that “it will be difficult at first” before “things will
gradually improve” according to “the theory of throwing punches and getting
up after each blow.”

“The 100-day period announced by Emmanuel Macron is a way of saying (...)
+there was a failure in the launch and there was a misunderstanding between
us and we are starting from scratch +,” said Philippe Moreau-Chevole, profes-
sor of political sciences at Sciences Po University.

According to him, the president will try to “make something new every day” by
making field visits, and by renewing union calls in May.

The executive authority did not solve the parliamentary equation.

For her part, Prime Minister Elizabeth Bourne failed to “expand” the majority
in the National Assembly. But due to the lack of an alternative, according to
many sources close to Macron, the president has now decided to install the
government and has renewed his confidence in it, albeit reluctantly.

During downtime, the prime minister should present a roadmap on Wednes-
day but she doesn’t really know at this point how the most divisive texts, start-
ing with immigration, will be adopted.

Celine Braque warns that “any major reform will face obstacles at the present
time,” and believes that the president “will be forced to practice politics on a
small scale,” contrary to “the initial promises made by Macron.”
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report : Iran in ‘secret talks’ with China, Russia, to acquire missile fuel

to obtain a crucial chemical compound used in ballistic
missiles, according to diplomats familiar with the mat-
ter, violating United Nations sanctions.

I ran is reportedly in secret talks with China and Russia

The move could allow Russia to replenish its depleted
stock of rockets by acquiring Iranian-made missiles.

Politico reported that Iran is in discussions with govern-
ment-controlled entities from both countries to acquire
large amounts of ammonium perchlorate, the main chem-
ical component used in solid propellants to power missiles.

The exact quantity of ammonium perchlorate that Tehran
wants to acquire is unclear. The diplomats however esti-
mate it would be enough to build thousands of rockets,
including the Zolfaghar missile which has a range of 700
kilometres and has been used by both Iran and its proxy

militias in the Middle East.

If the deal is successful, some of those rockets may be sent
to Russia to target Ukraine, the diplomats said. Iran has
previously supplied Russia with expertise and drones used
to attack targets in Ukraine.

Russia’s relentless attacks on Ukraine have largely deplet-
ed its stock of weapons. Iran has provided some military
aid, and the acquisition of the ammonium perchlorate
could allow Tehran to send more substantial weaponry to
Moscow.

Though China and Russia are allies on the international
stage, Beijing has not openly declared its support for its
northern neighbour’s invasion of Ukraine or sent it any
major military help, in part because this would risk anger-
ing its main trade partners in the US and Europe.
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China Relationship Will Be
Determined by Beijing's Be-
havior, EU Policy Chief Says

he relationship between China and Europe will be
I determined by Beijing’s behavior, including what
happens with Taiwan, the European Union’s for-

eign policy chief said on.

The comments from EU High Representative Josep Borrell, in a remote
address at the start of the meeting of the Group of Seven (G7) foreign
ministers in Japan, highlighted two of the themes that have come into
focus ahead of the three-day gathering: the need for a united approach
to China and concerns about Taiwan.
China is front and center as the foreign ministers of the world’s ad-
vanced democracies meet in the Japanese resort town of Karuizawa. The
only Asian member of the grouping, Japan has deepening worries about
neighbor China’s growing might in the region and is particularly focused
on the possibility of military action against Taiwan.
“Anything that happens in Taiwan Strait will mean a lot to us,” Borrell
said, stressing the need to engage with China and keep communications
open.
The ministers will likely discuss their “common and concerted” approach
to China, a senior US State Department official said.
Beijing views Taiwan as Chinese territory and
has not renounced the use of force to
take the democratically governed
island. Taiwan President Tsai
Ing-wen says only the is-
land’s people can decide
their future.
Recent comments
by French President
Emmanuel Macron
have highlighted
potential differ-
ences between
Europe and the
United States on
China. In interviews
after he visited
China this month,
Macron cautioned
against being drawn into
a crisis over Taiwan driven
by an “American rhythm and a
Chinese overreaction”.
That prompted a backlash, and on Eu-
ropean foreign policy officials urged Beijing not to
use force over Taiwan, taking a tough stance.
“There is collective concern about a number of the actions that China
is taking,” the US official told reporters on the plane to Japan from Viet-
nam, declining to be identified because of the sensitivity of the infor-
mation.
In Vietnam, Secretary of State Antony Blinken met with Vietnamese
Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh. Both sides expressed a desire to deep-
en their ties, as Washington seeks to solidify alliances to counter China.
‘Common and concerted’
There would likely be a discussion on how the members could continue
to take a “common and concerted approach,” to China, the official said.
Recent G7 statements have included calls for candid and constructive
engagement with Beijing while recognizing that “individually all the
G7 members have deep economic relationships” with the world’s sec-
ond-largest economy, the official said.
German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock sought to underscore the
unity among G7 members.
“As democracies, we are successful in systemic competition with auto-
cratic forces when our partners and friends around the world have confi-
dence in us. We must avoid that our unity is misunderstood by others as
separation or that new rifts are opened,” she said in a statement before
her trip to Japan.
Taiwan would also be a subject of discussion, the senior US official said
but declined to comment on any specific new language.
For host nation Japan the crisis in Ukraine has heightened concern about
the potential for Chinese military intervention in nearby Taiwan.
“For Japan, the G7 is a platform in which it can say that security issues
aren’t just about the Ukraine war,” said Yoichiro Sato, an international
relations professor at Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University.
“To put China on the agenda is not just important for Japan, but also the
United States,” he said.
In a statement, Britain’s Foreign Office said G7 ministers would dis-
cuss how international support can be used most strategically to help
Ukraine forces continue their progress on the battlefield and “secure a
lasting peace”.

Asharq Al-Awsat
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In Israel, Iran’s for-
mer crown prince
urges support for
protests

during a visit to Israel for “maximum” interna-

tional backing for the protest movement that
rocked the Islamic Republic following Mahsa Amini’s
death.

R eza Pahlavi, the son of Iran’s last shah, called

“I'm... here to explore how can we cooperate in help-
ing the Iranian people in their campaign for freedom,”
Pahlavi said at a news conference in Tel Aviv alongside
Israeli Intelligence Minister Gila Gamliel.

Pahlavi, who lives in the United States, represents one
of the many components of Iran’s foreign-based op-
position but has failed to gain unanimity among the
diaspora.

His father was overthrown during the 1979 Islam-
ic Revolution, which transformed Israeli-Iranian ties
from a close alliance under the shah to bitter rivalry
nowadays.

Iranian authorities have accused Israel and other foes
of the Islamic Republic of fomenting the unrest that
followed Amini’s death in custody in September after
her arrest for an alleged breach of strict dress rules for
women.

Pahlavi argued “international support” is key for the
protest movement to succeed in “putting an end to
the existing regime.”

“Parallel to... a campaign of maximum pressure” of
sanctions against Tehran, “I've been calling... for a
campaign of maximum support” for the Iranian peo-
ple, Pahlavi said.

He argued such backing would give ordinary Iranians
“the right tools to overcome the challenges they have,
facing the regime that... has been extremely brutal
and repressive.”

Hundreds of people were killed, including dozens of
security personnel, and thousands were arrested in
connection with the protests, which Iranian officials
labelled “riots.”

Pahlavi is accused by some of having failed to dis-
tance himself from the authoritarian rule of his father,
though he has insisted over the years he is not seeking
a return to monarchy.

Asked about Pahlavi’s visit to Iran’s arch-enemy Israel,
Nasser Kanani, spokesman for Tehran’s foreign minis-
try, said: “The person you speak of is not worth talking
about.”
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Times: Why are Pen-
tagon leaks worrying
British intelligence?

he Times reported that the leaked Pentagon docu-
T ments have so far caused little damage to Britain,

compared to the damage caused by the leaks of
former US intelligence agent Edward Snowden. The shar-
ing of intelligence and secrets between the UK and the US
through the Five Eyes network is very seamless, and in-
cludes the sharing of eavesdropping information, includ-
ing phone calls and email correspondence.

The recent leaks of Pentagon documents have alarmed
British authorities, a member of the special intelligence
alliance that is closed to America’s English-speaking allies.
She said the arrest of Jack Teixeira on charges of stealing
and leaking an unknown number of secrets would prompt
a rethink of security clearances granted by intelligence offi-
cials in the US-UK-Canada-Australia-New Zealand coalition,
called “Five Eyes.”

The newspaper explained in a report prepared by its cor-
respondent for security affairs, Richard Kerbage, that al-
though Teixeira, 21, apparently just wanted to show off in
front of his friends, he was able - despite his young age -
to access top-secret files, including the CIA’s daily reports,
some of which were limited to US intelligence, and others
included reports from the “Five Eyes” network issued by
the member countries of the network.

The acronym of the spy network, FVEY, has appeared on a
number of recently leaked Pentagon documents.

The Times reported that the leaked Pentagon documents
have so far caused little damage to Britain, compared to the
damage caused by the leaks of former US intelligence agent
Edward Snowden, as recent leaks so far have revealed only
some of the UK’s military operations in Ukraine.

But the British concern is due to several factors, the first of
which is the lack of knowledge of other British secrets that
Teixeira may have obtained, and the failure to know wheth-
er he has published those secrets in other means that have
not yet been discovered.

The newspaper said the uncertainty about the British se-
crets affected by the leak would inevitably worry British
security officials because of the many secrets they share
with the Americans.

The sharing of intelligence and secrets between the UK and
the US through the Five Eyes network is very seamless, and
includes the sharing of eavesdropping information, includ-
ing phone calls and email correspondence. This kind of in-
telligence is most of what appears in Pentagon leaks.
Another point of concern for Britain, according to the
Times report, is the large number of security clearances is-
sued by the United States, which is partly due to the size of
its intelligence machine.

The Times said the operational budget of the US intelli-
gence is 20 times that of the UK. This means that Britain’s
secrets are accessible to many people in the United States.

Source: aljazeera
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Lotan: Fake sounds by
artificial intelligence may
cause serious damage

ake voices that match the voices of celebrities or ordinary people
F spread like wildfire. Swiss newspaper “Le Temps” reviewed examples

of samples of sounds created by an artificial intelligence system. A
journalist succeeded in an experiment to deceive Lloyd’s Bank, and an-
other journalist was able to confuse his family members with recordings
of the same type that they did not distinguish between them and his real
voice. Users of artificial intelligence programs made actress Emma Wat-
son read the book “My Kampf” by Adolf Hitler. The writer concluded with
advice to those who want to protect themselves from the reproduction
of the voice.
After the fake texts and images created by artificial intelligence applications,
here are the fake voices that match the voices of celebrities or even the voic-
es of ordinary people spreading like wildfire, so welcome to the era of fakes.
After the fake texts and images created by artificial intelligence applications,
here are the fake voices that match the voices of celebrities or even the
voices of ordinary people spread like wildfire, and examples of them showed
the power of these algorithms and their spread at an amazing speed, so
welcome to the era of counterfeiting.
With this introduction, the Swiss newspaper “Le Temps” began a report by
Anoush Sedteqgeh in which he started from an example that happened this
week, where a mother in Arizona thought that her daughter had been kid-
napped, as Jennifer DiStefano received a call from her 15-year-old daughter
— who was supposed to have gone out to ski —and heard her say “mom did
something stupid”, and was interrupted by a man saying “put your head
back, lie down”, and then spoke to the mother saying, “Listen to me, | have
your daughter, this is what will happen, Call the police or somebody, I'll stuff
it with drugs and do whatever | want with it and leave it in Mexico.”
A few seconds is enough
The alleged hijacker, according to the NBC story, demanded a ransom of $50
million from the mother, then reduced it to $<><> to make the demand
more credible.
Jennifer DeStefano heard in the background of the conversation her daugh-
ter saying “Help me, Mom, please help me, help me”, and that was exactly
her voice, and this was how she cried, as the mother told the network, “I
did not doubt for a moment that it was her”, and minutes later the mother
discovered that her daughter was fine and healthy and that this was a scam.
The writer suggested that the fake hijackers used the voice cloning system,
especially since these increasingly sophisticated services no longer need to
train for hours or even minutes on the voices of their victims, but a few sec-
onds are enough to reproduce the sound to which the program adds emo-
tion, breaks, pauses or even sighs.
The writer reviewed examples of samples of sounds created by an artifi-
cial intelligence system, where a journalist succeeded in an experiment to
deceive Lloyd’s Bank, which is authenticated by analyzing the voice, and
another journalist was able to confuse his family members with recordings
of the same type that they did not distinguish between them and his real
voice, and users of artificial intelligence programs made actress Emma Wat-
son read the book “My Kampf” by Adolf Hitler.
The writer concluded with advice to those who want to protect themselves
from the reproduction of the voice not or lack of sharing excerpts of his
voice or videos in which he speaks or confining them to a very small circle,
in addition to being careful of urgent requests as the mother did in the pre-
vious story.

Source: aljazeera
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Netanyahu relative says
Israel government ‘pro-
moting facism, racism»

relative of Benjamin Netanyahu has reportedly slammed
the Israeli prime minister’s government for promoting ‘vi-
olence, racism, nationalism and fascismo.

Ruth Ben-Artzi, an Israeli political scientist and niece of the
prime minister’s wife Sara, railed against Netanyahu and his
government — widely perceived to be the most right-wing the
country has ever seen — in an interview with Haaretz.

«l'am ashamed, sad and angry. Ashamed that my relatives have
no shame. That they are in a position of power that promotes
and encourages violence, racism, nationalism and fascism,”
Ben-Artzi said.

The 51-year-old is an associate professor of political science at
Providence College in Rhode Island in the United States, and
the subjects of her research include Israel and Palestine.

In the interview , Ben-Artzi criticised Israel’s historic policy of
oppressing Palestinians, and said the state had made it difficult
for Israelis to understand their history.

«My generation did not have the tools to understand the his-
tory of the Palestinians, or the possibility to talk about the oc-
cupation openly. No one taught us about the Nakba or told us,
‘The Palestinians lived here before us, before our families came
here,” she said in the interview.

Ben-Artzi’s immediate family have a record of standing up
against the Israeli state. Her father Matania — Sara Netanyahu's
brother — refused to serve in the Israeli military in the occupied
Palestinian Territories in 1980 after seeing the “humiliations
and the oppression” the Palestinians were subject to, for which
he was tried in a military court.

Her mother Ofra is a prominent activist, who advocated on be-
half of Palestinian residents being evicted from Sheikh Jarrah in
occupied East Jerusalem.

Ben-Artzi’s younger brother Yonatan served two years in prison
for refusing to be conscripted into the Israeli army.

Her uncle by marriage Benjamin Netanyahu took power in Isra-
el late last year and appointed extreme-right political leaders to
senior government roles.

At least 90 Palestinians have been killed this year by Israeli forc-
es, many in the near-daily raids Israel conducts in the occupied
West Bank.

Netanyahu’s government is currently facing widespread pro-
tests against a judicial reform bill that would give the parlia-
ment more control over Israel’s Supreme Court.
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Human Rights: India’s Hindu Festivals Bring Increasing Anti-Muslim Violence

mob set fire to Madrasa Azizia in Nalan-
da district of Bihar, India during the Ram
Navami festival on March 31, 2023.

The Hindu festival of Ram Navami in India,
which this year coincided with the Muslim
holy month of Ramadan, was marred by vi-
olence sparked when Hindus in processions
passed through Muslim neighborhoods bran-
dishing weapons and shouting anti-Muslim
slogans.

On March 30 and 31, communal violence was
reported in several states. In Bihar, a mob
reportedly vandalized and set fire to a prom-
inent madrassa. The media reported that
a Hindu teenager was killed in the clashes.
Across the country over 100 people have been
arrested and dozens injured.

India’s Hindu festivals are increasingly being
used by the ruling Hindu majoritarian Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP) to rally voters, leading
to an increase in violence. These mobs are
emboldened by a sense of political patronage
that affords them impunity. After violence in
opposition-ruled West Bengal state, where
authorities arrested over a dozen BJP mem-

bers and supporters, the party alleged police
bias and “disproportionate action.”

The record shows that it is usually Muslims
who are unfairly targeted by the authori-
ties. Last April, communal clashes broke out
when processions of Hindu men celebrating
a religious festival shouted offensive slogans
outside mosques. Instead of attempting to
stop such incitement or investigate these inci-
dents, BJP authorities in Madhya Pradesh and
Gujarat responded by summarily demolishing
Muslim properties. In October, during another
Hindu festival, police in Madhya Pradesh re-
sponded to communal clashes by demolishing
the homes of three Muslim men accused of
throwing stones. Police in Gujarat publicly
flogged Muslim men.

The BJP governments at every level have ad-
opted discriminatory laws and policies target-
ing religious minorities, and its leaders and af-
filiates make frequent anti-minority remarks,
including inciting violence.

The global Organization of Islamic Coopera-
tion (OIC) called the latest incidents a “vivid
manifestation of mounting Islamophobia and

systemic targeting of the Muslim community
in India.” India’s Foreign Ministry responded
by calling the OIC statement “one more exam-
ple of their communal mindset and anti-India
agenda.”

India wants to promote its democratic creden-
tials to elevate its status on the international
stage, and Prime Minister Narendra Modi has

chosen to showcase his government during
the rotating presidency of the Group of 20.
But the growing violence against minorities
and suppression of civil society carry all the
hallmarks of authoritarian rule.

If India is to be a true world leader, putting
an end to human rights abuses needs to be
a priority.
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Bosnian Serb leader
threatens to declare
independence

odik’s hardline Serbian nationalism and pro-Russian
D stance have raised fears that Bosnia could once again
be divided along ethnic lines.

The 1995 U.S-sponsored Dayton Peace Accords ended nearly four years of
war in Bosnia in which some 4,100 people were killed. Dodik ordered Serbian
officials to halt all contacts and communication with the US and UK ambassa-
dors in Bosnia, after they criticized his inflammatory speech. Last December,
the parliament of his regional region adopted for the second time a law on
immovable property.

Bosnian Serb leader Milorad Dodik on told his ally Serbia he was seriously con-
sidering declaring the autonomous republic of Serb independence indepen-
dent of the rest of Bosnia unless the dispute over property law was resolved.
Bosnian Serb leader Milorad Dodik on Friday told his ally Serbia he was seri-
ously considering declaring the autonomous republic of Serb independence
independent of the rest of Bosnia unless the dispute over property law was
resolved.

Dodik’s hardline Serbian nationalism and pro-Russian stance have raised fears
that Bosnia could once again be divided along ethnic lines more than a quarter
of a century after the end of its grinding war.

Dudik said he was seriously considering “a decision to declare independence
and secession of the Republika Srpska (Srpska) unless the issue of ownership
is resolved.”

According to the constitution, the national parliament must adopt a property
law that applies throughout Bosnia, but Dudik, the president of the Republika
Srpska, says this deprives the Serb region of Bosnia of its right to its lands,
rivers and forests.

Serbian President Aleksandar Vucic told a joint news conference with Dudik
that Serbia, which was an ally of Bosnian Serbs during the war, considered the
peace deal that ended the Bosnian war to be crucial to the country’s work.
“We will always support anything that the three peoples that make up it agree
on,” Vucic said, referring to Bosnian Orthodox Serbs, Catholic Croats and Bos-
niak Muslims.

The 1995 U.S.-sponsored Dayton Peace Accords ended nearly four years of war
in Bosnia in which some 4,100 people were killed by dividing the country into
two autonomous regions, the Serb-controlled Republic of Serbia and the union
shared by Bosnians and Croats and linked by a weak central government.

“| believe that President (Vucic) has understood our message very clearly and
that Serbia, as the guarantor of the Dayton Peace Agreement, must take into
account all the important details to preserve that agreement,” Dudik said.
During his 25 years in power either as president of the region or as prime min-
ister, Dodik worked to promote the autonomy of the Serb region.

Last December, the parliament of his regional region adopted for the second
time a law on immovable property declaring the Republic of Serbia the sole
owner of rivers, forests and agricultural land on its territory.

The law was struck down twice by the Bosnian Supreme Court. Legal experts
say the problem is not the law, but the region does not have the authority to
pass a law that must be adopted by the national parliament.

Last month, Dodik ordered Serbian officials to halt all contacts and commu-
nication with the US and UK ambassadors in Bosnia, after they criticized his
inflammatory speech.

Source: aljazeera
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Shape-Shifting Antibiotics
- A New Weapon Against
Drug-Resistant Superbugs

rofessor John E. Moses has developed a shape-shifting antibiotic
P using click chemistry, combining vancomycin with bullvalene—a

molecule with over a million configurations—to create a more
effective drug that bacteria did not develop resistance to, potentially
revolutionizing the fight against drug-resistant infections.

Antibiotic resistance is a major public health threat, ranked as one of
the top 10 by the World Health Organization. Every year, in the United
States alone, nearly 3 million people are infected by drug-resistant bac-
teria and fungi, resulting in the death of around 35,000. While antibiotics
are crucial in treating infections, overuse has led to the development of
antibiotic-resistant strains of bacteria. These infections pose a significant
challenge to treatment.

Now, Professor John E. Moses of Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory (CSHL)
has developed a new weapon to combat drug-resistant superbugs — an
innovative antibiotic that has the ability to shape-shift by rearranging its
atoms.

Moses came up with the idea of shape-shifting antibiotics while observ-
ing tanks in military training exercises. With rotating turrets and nimble
movements, the tanks could respond quickly to possible threats.

A few years later, Moses learned of a molecule called bullvalene. Bull-
valene is a fluxional molecule, meaning its atoms can swap positions. This
gives it a changing shape with over a million possible configurations—ex-
actly the fluidity Moses was looking for.

Chemical Structure for Shape Shifting Antibiotic

The chemical structure of the new antibiotic was designed by Moses and
synthetically assembled by his lab. Dr. Thomas Fallon, Moses’ collabora-
tor at the University of Newcastle, Australia, provided the shape-shifting
bullvalene core. Moses says one commenter called the study “probably
the ‘coolest’ and most complex natural product derivative paper I've
come across.”

Several bacteria, including MRSA, VRSA, and VRE, have developed resis-
tance to a potent antibiotic called vancomycin, used to treat everything
from skin infections to meningitis. Moses thought he could improve the
drug’s bacteria-fighting performance by combining it with bullvalene.
He turned to click chemistry, a Nobel Prize-winning class of fast,
high-yielding chemical reactions that “click” molecules together reliably.
This makes the reactions more efficient for wide-scale use.

“Click chemistry is great,” says Moses, who studied this revolutionary de-
velopment under two-time Nobel laureate K. Barry Sharpless. “It gives
you certainty and the best chance you've got of making complex things.”
Using this technique, Moses and his colleagues created a new antibiotic
with two vancomycin “warheads” and a fluctuating bullvalene center.
Moses tested the new drug in collaboration with Dr. Tatiana Soares
da-Costa (University of Adelaide). The researchers gave the drug to
VRE-infected wax moth larvae, which are commonly used to test antibiot-
ics. They found the shape-shifting antibiotic significantly more effective
than vancomycin at clearing the deadly infection. Additionally, the bacte-
ria didn’t develop resistance to the new antibiotic.

Researchers can use click chemistry with shape-shifting antibiotics to
create a multitude of new drugs, Moses explains. Such weapons against
infection may even be key to our species’ survival and evolution.

“If we can invent molecules that mean the difference between life and
death,” he says, “that’d be the greatest achievement ever.”

https://scitechdaily.com/shape-shifting-antibiotics-a-new-weap-
on-against-drug-resistant-superbugs
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There is a huge problem with the Samsung Galaxy $S23 camera

here are banana-shaped blurry
I spots in the pictures, some
Galaxy S23 models have a ment.
hardware defect in their cameras, but

bloated children, because the device
cannot keep up with the fast move-

hardware defect, and more and more
people are complaining about it. Sam-
sung reportedly won’t acknowledge
the problem, leaving owners

shape of a baby. On a German forum,
75 out of 82 respondents experienced
this error, and on an Italian forum, 17
out of 25 people. A few of those affect-

Samsung is not admitting this, accord-
ing to reports.

200 megapixel and 1-inch sensors here
or there, the amazingly expensive new
high-end mobile phones often disap-
point when taking pictures, whether
it’s the exaggerated bokeh effect,
which is why only one person’s face is
sharp in the picture, the exaggerated
algorithm, which is why people’s faces
were drawn with crayons or about

The errors men-
tioned so far are due
to the development
directions, howev-
er, there are times
when a specific
camera is faulty.
According to reports,
many Galaxy S23 and
Galaxy S23+ mobiles
have been released
with a camera

WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET

helpless.

Based on the reports
and the attached
sample images, the

Galaxy 23 and Galaxy
S23+ cannot keep the
entire scene in focus,
the images taken with
the main camera have
blurry spots, usually in
the middle and in the

ed tried to have the device repaired,
but Samsung responded that this was
not possible, because it is a character-
istic of the large sensor, the DSLR-like
bokeh effect. .

In practice, however, unusable photos
are often created, even when photo-
graphing documents, they are un-
readable in some areas. Some had the
camera finally replaced, and the new
one has the same error.
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Motorola Edge 40 Ap-
pears On Geekbench
Benchmark

X40 with Snapdragon 8 Gen 2 to the international markets. It

came earlier this month with the usual rebranding to Motoro-
la Edge 40 Pro. Curiously, the device came alone, but if it’s the “Pro”
we assumed that there was a vanilla to come at some point. Unlike
the past years, Motorola postponed the vanilla, but according to a
new leak, the wait should not be so long.

A fter months of waiting, Motorola finally brought the Motorola

A new handset believed to be the Motorola Edge 40 passed the Geek-
bench benchmark. Thanks to it we know some of its key specs and that
its launch is nearing the shores.

The Motorola Edge 40 passed by Geekbench 6 bench-
mark with a MediaTek CPU. That is a major differ-
ence over the Pro which has the Qualcomm flag-
ship CPU. The phone boasts MediaTek’s
MT6891Z_Z/CZA SoC. This is similar
to the Dimensity 1100. The phone
scored 1,105 points in the Single
Core tests and 3,542 in the Multi-
Core department. The phone ran
Android 13, with 8 GB of RAM on-
board. We expect more variants
with distinct RAM/Storage con-
figurations.

Rumors have been pointing to
the use of a Dimensity 8020
on the Motorola Edge 40.

It’s a new 8000 series vari-
ant for premium mid-range
phones. However, as we've
mentioned, the chipset on
Geekbench falls in line
with the Dimensity 1100
specs. This CPU has the
same four cores with 2

GHz, plus four cores with 2.6 GHz. Right now, we will need to wait, after

all benchmarks can be a little confusing with details.

MOTOROLA EDGE 40 ALLEGED SPECIFICATIONS
Motorola Edge 40

The Motorola Edge 40 packs a 6.55-inch pOLED display with Full HD+
resolution. The device will get up to 256 GB of UFS 3.1 storage, and a
4,400 mAh battery with 68W wired charging and 15W wireless charging.
In terms of optics, the device will bring a primary 50 MP camera with
OIS, a 13 MP ultrawide shooter. For selfies and video calls, the device
will get a 32 MP selfie unit. Moreover, it has an in-display fingerprint
scanner and stereo speakers with Dolby Atmos. The Motorola Edge 40
will also have an IP68 rating.

The Motorola Edge 40 comes in Nebula Green, Lunar Blue, Eclipse
Black, and Viva Magenta colors. These colors have leaked before, so
right now, there is not much left to know about this particular device.
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9 Types Of Suit Acces-
sories For Men: A Style
Guide For Formal & Spe-
cial Occasions

hy are suit accessories for men needed? How im-
W portant is it to accessorize an outfit? These and
many more questions pick your mind every time
you set out to wear or buy a suit. And our answer would al-
ways be - if the suit is the cake, the men’s formal accessories

are its icing with the cherry on the top!

You know the best part about various types of suits accesso-
ries is that your suit can remain the same, but by changing its
accessories, you will look different each time! Thus here we
are listing best suit accessories for men to bring dashing looks
in overall outfit.

Let’s explore and deep dive into styling the different suit ac-
cessories to enhance the suit outfits.

1. NECKTIES

Whether the regular necktie or a bow tie, a formal suit is in-
complete without these men’s formal accessories. While you
can experiment with prints, patterns, textures and fabric for
wedding suit accessories; keep it monotone and simple when
out for a formal work meet.

2. POCKET SQUARES

Another of the underestimated suit frills for men are pocket
squares. You don’t need to coordinate these totally with your
tie. Simply ensure that they are not differentiating in tones or
prints and your task is finished.

Our style expert says when you are at a formal celebration
(like among wedding suit accessories) , a suit is incomplete
without a pocket square. Something as straightforward, sim-
ple as this can have a colossal effect. But you can avoid pock-
et squares as tuxedo accessories, if you wish.

3. CUFFLINKS
Most men think about something as little and subtle as cuf-
flinks to not be sufficiently huge. But we strongly disagree;
rather as suit accessories for men, cufflinks adds that elegance
and boost the vibe of your suit. They likewise make you look
more set up particularly assuming you're going to a par-
ty with a dress code.

4. VEGAN LEATHER BELTS

The most significant of all the suit accessories
for men, a Vegan Leather Belt is an out and out
fundamental thing- never skip it! If you do, that
would be a huge fashion blunder. Formal em-
bellishing is about little hints of style and very
little about utility. Thus, even if your suit trou-
sers fit you completely, the Vegan Leather Belt

is a quintessential thing among men’s formal
accessories. In short, you need it to complete
the look.

5. WATCHES

Whether it is the wedding suit look or for
that matter for a general office look, a suit is
incomplete without a watch accessories. It
gives you that edge of the courageous outgo-
ing men who are out to take on the world and
hold the time by its horns to make the most
out of it. So don’t miss one!

To read the rest of the article go to : By o
https://frenchcrown.com/blogs/news/suit-ac- %
cessories-for-men R
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Baku' The Cap

aku is the capital of the Republic of
B Azerbaijan. It is a large scientific, cultur-

al and industrial center. Ancient foun-
dations, a large area and population all make
Baku one of the oldest and largest cities in the
East. Baku is situated on the shore of the Cas-
pian Sea in the south of the Absheron penin-
sula. It covers an area of 2,200 square km and
has a population of 5 million.

People have lived and founded their settle-
ments in Baku city and the Absheron penin-
sula since ancient times. This was motivated
by continuous migrations from north to south
and from west to east due to the physical and
geographical conditions, a favorable location
in the center of trade routes that crossed Silk
Road, climatic conditions, production of petro-
leum fuel in ancient times and the availability
of large power resources.

Baku was first mentioned in the Book of the
Dead by the Egyptian Pharaoh Minesan in 3,500
BC. The ancient age of Baku is also evidenced
by stone carvings dating back to 12,000 years
ago and archeological excavations. Another
important piece of evidence is a stone carving
by August Guy Octavio, who reflected the sta-
tioning of a military camp under the rule of the
Roman emperors Pompey and Lucius near Baku
(40 km to the south) for the purposes of seizing
the southern Caucasus in the 1st century BC.
This means that Baku is nearly 5,500 years old.

Baku was one of the main cities in the Shirvan-
shakhs State in the 12th century, in the Sefe-
vids State in the 14th century, in the Ottoman
Empire in the 16th century, and became the
capital of the Baku khanate in the 17th centu-
ry. The oil boom contributed to the massive
growth of Baku, and in 1920 Baku became the
capital of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic.

The most interesting facts about Baku

1. Ancient
names of Baku:
Ateshi Baquan,
meaning “God’s
fire”

Bad-kube, meaning
“Wind-pounded
city”

Baghkuy, meaning “God’s
town”.

In later sources the city was

named as Bakukh, Bakuya, Bakuye and

Baku. Nowadays, Azerbaijan is using the Latin
alphabet, and it is spelled as “Baki” [ba'cw].

2.In 1823, the world’s first paraffin factory was
built in Baku.

3. In 1846, the world’s first oil well was drilled
in Bibi-Heybat suburb of Baku.

4. In 1850, Baku had a population of 7400 peo-
ple.

5. Zoroaster — the world’s first tanker ship was
launched in Baku in 1878 by Brothers Nobel.

6. The capital of the world-renowned Nobel
Prize has its revenues also of Baku oil, by Alfred

f:j'ﬁ

:r".uﬁn e
Y, 7t{1‘

7. In Baku, the
oldest offshore oil
platform — “Neft
Daslari” set Guin-
ness World Records
as the first in the world.
Neft Daslari is an entire
functioning town construct-
ed in the Caspian Sea 55 km from
the coast of Azerbaijan. Construction be-
gan in 1949 and began oil production in 1951.
Construction and development continued until
the town included hotels, hostels, a bakery, a
power station, and a total of 7 ha of surface
area, consisting of separate ‘islands’ connect-
ed by more than 200 km of trestle bridges, all
supported on metal stilts. Although much of
Neft Daslari has been reclaimed by the sea,
its rigs still produce oil and the town has a
population of around 5,000.
8. At the beginning of the 20th century, Baku
produced more than half of the world’s oil (11
million tons or 212,000 barrels (33,700 m3) of
oil per day). During World War I, Baku provid-
ed the Soviet army with oil and covered 85% of
its demand.
9. On 8 February 1924, the first tram line and

two years later the first electric railway in the
USSR started to operate in Baku-Surakhany.

10. The first and only air conditioning factory
in the USSR started to operate in Baku in 1970.
Cuba was the largest buyer of Baku air condi-
tioners.

11. Baku is a “sister city” with 20 cities around
the world. These include Houston city of Texas
in U.S., Istanbul and Izmir in Turkey, Iran’s Ta-
briz, Italy’s Naples, Irag’s Basra, Saudi Arabia’s
Jeddah, South Africa’s Johannesburg, Moscow,
etc.

12. Most of the mud volcanoes of the world
are located in Baku Absheron peninsula. On
September 5, 2004 the greatest mud volcano in
the territory of Azerbaijan was added into the
Guinness World Records. Geologists of NASA
concluded that the mud volcanoes of Azerbai-
jan are similar to uplands of the Mars planet for
their structure.

13. The first opera of the Muslim world was
staged in Baku: “Leyli and Majnun” in 1908, by
Uzeyir Hajibeyov.

14. The average annual temperature of Baku
and the planet Earth is same: 14.2°C (57.56°F).

15. Baku State University, the first university in
Azerbaijan, was established on November 15,
1919.

16. In Formula 1 history, the highest top speed

was recorded in Baku in “2016 European Grand
Prix” by Valtteri Bottas (Finland): 378 km/h
(234.878 mph)

17. The “Baku” page on Wikipedia is available
in 123 languages.
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The cheapest - and most expensive -

emand for holidays abroad in 2023
D is close to hitting pre-pandemic lev-

els according to tour operators and
travel agents.

But with bookings surging, the price of taking a
trip away is also on the rise.

Many travellers are struggling to match the
price hike, especially living costs and inflation
so high.

Helpfully, the UK’s Post Office has released its
annual Holiday Money Report to help budget
holidaymakers make savvy destination choices.

Here are the three places in Europe for a cheap
holiday, as well as the European country that
ranks as the world’s most expensive destination.

What are the cheapest holiday destinations in
Europe in 2023?

The Holiday Money Report, published by the
Post Office each year, ranks worldwide destina-
tions in terms of affordability.

The bad news is, prices for meals, drinks and
other tourist staples have risen in 80 per cent of
resorts and cities worldwide.

On the plus side, the surge in the sterling’s value
will help the holiday budget stretch further in
some destinations this year.

Despite the rising costs, the Post Office found

that Britons are prioritising trips away and only
27 per cent of those surveyed expect to cut
back on holiday spending this year.

Many, however, say they will need to start sav-
ing earlier this year to afford their trip
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but has slipped to second place in 2023 despite

the Turkish lira being cheaper.

Like many places, prices have more than dou-

bled since last year because of inflation and a 55

per cent rise in the minimum wage paid in bars
and restaurants.

while 43 per cent are opting for That said, you can get a coffee
holidays abroad because for £1.45 (€1.65), a bottle

they cost less than UK
breaks.

To find the
world’s cheapest
destinations for
2023, the report
compared the
costs of eight
staple tourist
items including
coffee, beer,

sun cream and a
three-course meal.

Turkey’s Marmaris

is the cheapest holiday
destination in Europe for
2023

For sunshine and sea on a shoestring,

Turkey’s Turquoise Coast awaits.

Marmaris, a beach resort of cobalt water and
glitzy marinas, ranks as the cheapest holiday
destination in Europe according to the survey.
The coastal hotspot took the top spot last year,

of beer for just under £3
(€3.40) and a three-
course meal for two
people includ-
ing house wine
for around £40
(€45.60).
Portugal's  Al-
garve has the
cheapest coffee
and wine
If you like bar-
gain beverages,
Portugal’s Algarve
offers the best value
for money.
It ranked as the cheapest
destination in the Eurozone
in the Holiday Money Report,
although prices have risen by a third
since last year.
However, the coastline of rugged rock for-
mations and whitewashed houses boasts the
cheapest coffee at £0.81 (€0.92) and wine at
£1.81 (€2.06) of all the destinations worldwide.
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European places for a holiday in 2023

Bulgaria’s Sunny Beach is best for cheap meals
In Bulgaria’s Sunny Beach on the edge of the
Black Sea, eating and drinking is also pleasantly
affordable.

A cup of coffee at the coastal resort costs just
£0.96 (€1.09) while a bottle of beer is £1.91
(€2.18).

Sunny Beach is the cheapest place in Europe for
a three-course meal for two with wine at just
over £36 (€41). That’s good news for travellers
looking to try the locally-caught seafood.
Don’t forget to finish your dinner with a shot of
rakia, a Bulgarian brandy made from fermented
fruit.

Iceland’s Reykjavik is the most expensive holi-
day destination in 2023

Coming in at the bottom of the rankings world-
wide is Reykjavik in Iceland.

The capital city of striking modern architecture
and geothermal swimming pools is one of the
most expensive places to eat and drink in Eu-
rope.

Reykjavik has a burgeoning craft beer scene
and a vibrant nightlife but evenings out might
weigh heavily on your wallet - a bottle of beer
or a glass of wine will set you back nearly £9
(€10.25).

If you're thinking of eating out, be prepared for
a bill of around £136 (€156) for a three-course
meal for two with house wine.

https://www.euronews.com/travel
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Why do “Romanians”
or “Gypsies” celebrate
April 8 as their Inter-
national Day?

he eighth of April, the “People of the Romanians” or Gypsies, as they
T are known in the Arab world, Light or Al-Qawala, celebrate their Inter-

national Day to Protect Their Identity, Culture and Language. While they
are still intact, they are spreading cultural and social areas in an effort to raise
awareness of the issues they face on a global scale.

The first World Conference of the Romanian People or Roma was formed on
April 8, 1971 in London, the British capital, and the conference officially adopt-
ed a flag with blue and green colors, a red calf in the middle and the national
anthem (Gelem) , Gelem) meaning “I'm gone, I'm gone” and “Gypsy ” or “Jigan”
instead of “in the name of the Romanian people and in “other names in Europe-
an languages applied to the Romanians”, and the names given to them in Arab
countries such as Gypsies, Anwar and Gawlia, whether they are European or
Arab, these people find offensive to them. consider

Al-Qawliyya in Iraq

In their flag, the color blue represents the sky, green represents the earth, and
the red wheel symbolizes the historical connections of immigrants from India.
April 8 was declared the official day of the Romanian people in 1990 in Siroc,
Poland, during the Fourth World Conference of Romanians of the International
Romanian Union (IRU), in honor of the first major international gathering of
Romanian representatives. April 7 to 12, 1971 at Salesfield near London.
According to some studies, the origins of the Romans go back to Rajasthan and
Punjab in northwestern India and northern Pakistan. The Romanian language,
or Gypsy language, so to speak, is the language spoken by some groups of these
people, and is one of the Indo-European languages that includes Indian, Persian,
Pashto, Kurdish, and most European languages.

Anti-Roman

Romanians were among the people persecuted by the Nazi regime. The offi-
cial recognition of Romani Day commemorates the suffering of Roma (Gypsies)
around the world, the discrimination and persecution they face, and introduces
and celebrates their culture.

Antiziganism is a form of racism characterized by hostility, prejudice, discrimina-
tion and hatred. Other non-Romanian nomadic human groups in Europe, such
as the Janis, are often confused with the Romanian people.

Sweden officially recognizes them

Most Scandinavian countries fully recognize the rights of ethnic, cultural and
sectarian minorities, including but not limited to Romanians. Romanians have
lived in Sweden since at least the sixteenth century, and the Kingdom of Sweden
officially recognized them in 2000 as one of the five ethnicities that make up the
Swedish people.

See also Are strawberries good for teeth whitening?

Today, the government in Sweden protects the language and culture of the Ro-
manians and is protected by the laws of Sweden, and this official ethnic group
has every right to preserve and develop its own language and culture.
Demonstration of Romanians in Bulgaria

In response to “anti-Romanism,” the Vatican’s former pope, Pope John Paul I,
urged his followers to treat Roma with compassion and respect.

In 2004, Adam Ereli of the US State Department addressed the human rights
violations that Romanians continue to face in Europe and asked European gov-
ernments to promote tolerance for this persecuted people.

In 2006, Maud de Boer Boccaccio, Deputy Secretary General of the Council of
Europe, expressed her concerns about growing anti-Romani sentiments and en-
couraged them to work to improve the poor living conditions of Romanians in
Europe as a result of centuries of discrimination.

In 2009, former US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton affirmed the United States’
commitment to protecting and promoting the human rights of the Romanian
people throughout Europe.

As for the situation of the Gypsies, Kawlias or Jats in Arab countries, it needs a
separate study, especially since they worked in handicrafts and music.
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German-Egyptian ar-
chaeological mission
UNCoVers new re-
mains at Matariya’s
Sun Temple

ymen Ashmawy, head of the An-
A cient Egyptian Antiquities Sec-
tor and director of the mission’s
Egyptian branch, said that the excavations

showed evidence of a temple inventory to
the west of the museum.

The finds included quartzite nose fragments
belonging to King Horemheb (c. 1300 BC) and
others made of greywacke belonging to King
Psamtik Il (595-589 BC).

The second area of investigation, south of the
open-air museum, contained limestone pave-
ment slabs preserved on a surface of approxi-
mately 15x15 metres, along with an interesting
assemblage of fragments belonging to royal
statues.

Dietrich Raue, director of the German Archae-
ological Institute in Egypt and director of the
mission’s German branch, explained that the
mission found a sequence of white-plastered
mud-brick architecture and flooring dating to
the second half of the first millennium BC.
Additional pits in this area contained debris
including statue bases belonging to Pharaoh
Ramses II.

Numerous fragments from at least five quartz-
ite statues were also found, including some de-
picting Ramses Il as a sphinx and others dating
to the reign of Ramses IX.

In addition, the excavations brought to light a
fragment of red granite with an inscription that
might belong to the upper part of an obelisk.
The joint mission is being conducted in Matari-
ya and Heliopolis by the Ministry of Tourism
and Antiquities, the Egyptian Museum at the
University of Leipzig, the University of Applied
Sciences in Mainz, the German Archaeologi-
cal Institute and generously supported by the
American University in Cairo and the French
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In the summer... 5
foods suitable for
pregnant women

pregnancy to encourage the healthy development

of the baby. It is especially important during the
summer when many tend to eat less and the chances of
dehydration increase, which can affect the baby’s health.
A pregnant woman must take additional precautions with
her food for a safe pregnancy in order to resist the sum-
mer heat, as follows:

T he mother should focus on her lifestyle during

1. Vegetables

Vegetables such as spinach, cabbage, and broccoli are
rich in important nutrients such as folic acid, iron, and
calcium. Folic acid is essential for a developing fetus,
especially in the early stages of pregnancy, and can
help reduce the risk of birth defects. Iron is also im-
portant for red blood cell production and helps prevent
anemia during pregnancy, while calcium is important
for fetal bone development.

2. Fruits

Fruits such as oranges, berries, bananas, apples,

and pears provide important vitamins and minerals,
including vitamin C, potassium, and fiber. Vitamin
Caids in iron
absorption

and supports a
healthy immune
system, while
potassium is
important for
maintaining
healthy blood
pressure and
fluid balance in
the body.

3. Lean protein
Lean protein
sources such as
chicken, fish,
turkey, and tofu
provide important nutrients such as iron, zinc, and
vitamin B12. Iron is essential for fetal growth and de-
velopment, while zinc plays an important role for fetal
immune function and cell growth. While vitamin B12
is important for the development of the fetal brain
and nervous system.

4. Whole grains

Whole grains, such as brown rice, quinoa and whole-
wheat bread, provide complex carbohydrates and fiber.
Complex carbohydrates are a good source of energy
and can help regulate blood sugar levels, while fiber
helps prevent constipation and promote healthy diges-
tion.

5. Nuts and seeds

Nuts and seeds, such as almonds, walnuts, chia seeds,
and flaxseeds, provide healthy fats, protein, and im-
portant nutrients like vitamin E and magnesium.
Healthy fats can help support fetal brain development,
while vitamin E is important for fetal cell growth and
development. Magnesium can help regulate blood
pressure and support healthy muscle and nerve func-
tion.

Experts recommend that you follow the following tips
for a safe pregnancy:

* Wear comfortable and loose cotton clothes

¢ Drink plenty of water to keep the body hydrated

e Exercising under the supervision of a fitness expert

* Do not expose to direct sunlight

e Focus on eating healthy food only

* Take care of the legs and feet and note any swelling
* Get a good amount of sleep

e Avoid stress
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7 Things Women Need To
Embrace To Rise Into Lead-
ership Roles

omen are often underrepresented in leadership positions, and
W breaking through the glass ceiling can be a challenging task. How-
ever, with the right skills and mindset, women can overcome these
challenges and rise to the top. Here are some tips for women who want to rise
into leadership roles.
1. Believe in Yourself
Confidence is key to success. Believe in yourself and your abilities. Recognize your
strengths and accomplishments, and don’t let self-doubt hold you back. Surround
yourself with positive people who support and encourage you.
2. Develop Leadership Skills
Leadership skills are essential for any leader. Women can develop leadership skills
through training programs, workshops, or online courses. Focus on communica-
tion, decision-making, problem-solving, and strategic thinking.
3. Build a Network
Networking is crucial for career advancement. Attend industry events, join profes-
sional associations, and connect with mentors and sponsors who can guide you
and help you make connections.
4. Seek Feedback
Feedback is essential for personal and professional growth. Seek feedback from
colleagues, managers, and mentors. Use constructive feedback to improve your
skills and performance.
5. Embrace Challenges
Challenges are opportunities for growth. Embrace challenges and take on new
projects or assignments. Learn from your failures and use them as stepping stones
to success.
6. Create a Personal Brand
Your personal brand is how you present yourself to the world. Define your values,
strengths, and passions, and communicate them effectively. Use social media and
other platforms to build your brand and promote yourself.
7. Be Persistent
Persistence is essential for success. Don’t give up on your goals, even when faced
with obstacles or setbacks. Keep pushing forward and stay focused on your vision.
In conclusion, women can rise into leadership roles by developing leadership
skills, building a network, seeking feedback, embracing challenges, creating a
personal brand, and being persistent. With the right mindset and determination,
women can break through the glass ceiling and achieve their career aspirations.
https://www.brainzmagazine.com/post/7-things-women-need-to-embrace-to-
rise-into-leadership-roles
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Simple ways to
help rationalize wa-
ter consumption in
every home

ethods used to rationalize water consumption;
The methods used to rationalize water con-
sumption include:

Turn off the water tap while using a toothbrush or shaving
tool, and use water when needed

limiting bath time to five minutes; This will save a lot of wa-
ter, over time.

Replacing your shower head and faucets will reduce your
water use.. This is an easy way to conserve water without
changing the way you wash, rinse or shower. If there is not
enough time or money to upgrade the fixtures, at least install
a cheap aerator on each faucet to choke off the water flow.

It is important to check faucets and pipes for leaks, knowing
that even dripping water can waste 50 gallons or more of wa-
ter per day.

No deposits of tap water running while cleaning vegetables,
which requires rinsing in a bowl or sink filled with clean wa-
ter.

Using household appliances more efficiently is a great way
to save water. In this context, you only run the dishwasher
when it’s full, knowing that running the dishwasher always
uses less water than washing the dishes, manually.

Fill the washing machine before use, with the machine set to
cold water, because the cold water setting in most machines
consumes less water and energy.

Changing cooking methods

To avoid the use of water, while cooking food, it is correct to
melt the latter at room temperature, instead of immersing
the food in cold water.

When boiling food, water should be used to cover the latter,
rather than filling the pot to the brim.

On the other hand, in the case of hand-cleaning pots and
pans, a large bowl filled with water should be used instead
of letting tap water run off. In addition, this is how to remove
bad odors from pots and pans.
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Why You Should Store
A Piece Of Chalk In
Your Jewelry Drawer

uying a new piece of jewelry is always an exciting time.
B You’re eager to try on several before deciding on one that

suits you and you take the precious accessory back home
vowing to keep it safe (and shiny).

Chances are you collect a few (or a lot of) pieces you love over the
years. Tempted as you might be to throw all of them into a jewelry
box your grandmother gave you for Christmas, the experts would tell
you to think about a few things before you do that. Notice how your
sterling silver necklace or gold-plated pendant hidden away in the re-
cesses of your trunk start to look a little darker and duller every time
you pick them up? That would be the work of tarnish. Your jewelry
pieces — especially sterling silver- and gold-plated ones — have a
tendency to react with the air, its elements, and moisture and be-
come discolored over time.
Jewelry designer Zoé Richardson told Better Homes and Gardens,
“Tarnish is a product of chemical reaction that is caused by the other
metals that are mixed with silver reacting to moisture and sulfur in
the air ... Things like perfume, hairspray, deodorant, and moisturizers
can all contribute to further tarnishing of your sil-
ver due to the chemicals reacting with the
silver” Sounds like something you can’t
possibly avoid? Think again..
Use chalk to tackle moisture when
you store jewelry
Turns out you can use this
method for more than just
storing your mother’s pre-
cious silverware in the kitch-
en. Adding pieces of chalk to
your jewelry box will prevent
your pieces from tarnishing.

Find an adhesive-free box or
container to store your jewelry in,
preferably separated by partitions or
wrapped in different pieces of cloth (via

Silver Chic). Make sure the box is big enough

so the different metals aren’t placed too close togeth-

er. Place some pieces of chalk inside the box, close it, and store in a

cool and dry place away from sunlight. The chalk works much like sil-

ica gel or activated charcoal by absorbing whatever moisture is in

the box, making it a perfect household item to prevent discolored
jewelry.

If you want to be completely sure your accessories will be free
of moisture, try wiping them before storing them. Use “a soft,
non-abrasive, chemical and polish-free cloth to rid the silver of any
make-up, skin oils, dirt, etc,” shared jewelry expert Marc Rothenberg
with LoveToKnow.

Storing your jewelry might require more care than you thought
Protecting your jewelry from the elements when you’re out and
about is one thing, but when you’re safely home, you might be
tempted to leave them in a pile on your dresser. Unfortunately, that
is a recipe for disaster.

Paying attention to the temperature and humidity of your storage
space and finding a jewelry box with a soft lining that won’t scratch
your metals are good storage tips to follow, per The Spruce. There
are a variety of tiered or compartmentalized jewelry boxes you can
choose from. Rothenberg told LoveToKnow that “chlorine and sulfur
are two of the main causes of tarnish,” so it goes without saying that
you have to keep your accessories away from these.

Even if the thought of carefully putting away your gold-plated ear-
rings the next time you get home feels exhausting, remind yourself
of how quickly tarnish can dull the appearance of your much-loved
possession. Some chalk and care go a long way in storing them the
proper way.

https://www.thelist.com/1235914/why-you-should-store-a-piece-of-chalk-
in-your-jewelry-drawer/
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How To Clean Sticky
Grease Off Kitchen
Cabinets

itchen cabinets take a lot of abuse. We open and close
them a hundred times a day. And judging from the finger-
prints, we don’t always use the knobs and handles.

Cooking adds even more grime in the form of food splatters and oil-laden
steam. Even if you have a vent hood or use a splatter guard when cooking,
oils leave a residue on cabinets. Dust and dirt in the air get stuck in that
residue, coating your cabinets with a sticky mess.

The first step to keeping your kitchen cabinets clean? “It’s essential to
promptly clean up any spills,” says Dan Deonarain, owner of Galaxy
Maids, a residential and commercial cleaning company servicing the New
York City and Boston metro areas.

Quickly jumping on spills is important everywhere in your home, but par-
ticularly in the kitchen. You'll save yourself a lot of time cleaning if you
don't let things go.

So what’s the best way to clean sticky grease off kitchen cabinets? De-
onarain lays it out below, with some surprisingly simple ingredients. You
probably have everything you need at home now: dish soap, white vin-
egar and baking soda. You'll also need some soft sponges or microfiber
cloths and an old toothbrush.

For the outside, you want to start with warm water and dish soap,” says
Deonarain. Dishwashing liquid has incredible grease-cutting ability, but
it's gentle and non-abrasive. That’s why Dawn is the go-to cleaner for
oil-laden birds and other wildlife after a spill. It works and it’s safe.
Dish soap — actually a detergent — contains surfactants that disrupt the
surface tension of water, making it easier to rinse dirt away. Surfactants
have complex molecular structures. One end of the molecule is hydro-
philic, meaning attracted to water. The other end is hydrophobic, aka wa-
ter-fearing, but it loves grease and dirt.

When surfactants come in contact with greasy residues on your cabinets,
they immediately break apart the grease and surround it. The water-lov-
ing ends then band together to rinse away the captured grime.

To clean your cabinet exteriors, get a bucket of warm water and add a
squirt of dishwashing liquid. (If you don’t have a lot of cabinets, just use a
bowl and a few drops of soap.) Use a soft cloth or sponge — non-scrubby
side only — and work the solution over the surface of the cabinets. Rinse
off any soapy residue with a clean damp cloth and let dry.

“Inside cabinets can be an area where you don't always see trouble spots
immediately,” says Deonarain. Even if you're diligent about wiping up
food on the outside, sometimes you just don’t notice that drip of honey
or spaghetti sauce that managed to sneak inside.

“Baking soda and vinegar are your go-to household ingredients for the
removal of these difficult stains,” says Deonarain.

A 50/50 mixture of vinegar and water is the best recipe for general clean-
ing, according to the National Sanitation Foundation (now simply called
NSF). White vinegar removes food and ingredients-based stains on almost
any surface, Deonarain says.

When you encounter a dried-on forgotten stain inside your cabinets, rub
a paste of baking soda and a little water on it to break it free. Wood cab-
inet interiors respond well to baking soda, Deonarain says. It’s abrasive
enough to remove stains and safe around food.

To read the rest of the article go to : https://www.familyhandyman.com
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Waking Up At 4:00
AM Every Day Will
Change Your Life

aking up early has been a habit associated with suc-
W cess for many years. Many successful individuals
have claimed that waking up at 4:00 AM has been
a critical factor in their achievements. However, not everyone

believes in the power of early rising, and some may find it chal-
lenging to change their sleeping habits.

In this article, we will delve deeper into the benefits of waking
up early, the habits of successful people who wake up early, and
how to develop the habit of waking up at 4:00 AM. Whether you
are a night owl or an early bird, you may find this article helpful
in understanding the power of waking up at 4:00 AM and how it
can transform your life.

The Benefits Of Waking Up Early

1- Increased productivity and motivation: When you wake up
early, you have more time to plan your day, exercise, and com-
plete your work without distractions. This can lead to increased
productivity and motivation to accomplish your goals.

2- More time to accomplish goals: You can add several extra
hours to your day by waking up early. These extra hours can be
used to work on personal projects, study, or complete tasks that
have been put off.

3- Better time management skills: Waking up early requires dis-
cipline and self-control. This habit can lead to better time man-
agement skills and the ability to prioritize important tasks.
4-Improved mental health: Research shows that people who
wake up early tend to have lower stress and anxiety levels. By
waking up early, you can start your day calmly and flexibly, posi-
tively impacting your mental health.

5- Better sleep quality: Going to bed earlier and waking up earli-
er can help regulate your sleep schedule, leading to better sleep
quality. This can result in feeling more rested and refreshed
throughout the day.

6- Healthier eating habits: When you wake up early, you have
more time to prepare a healthy breakfast and plan your meals.
This can lead to healthier eating habits and better overall health.
7- More time for exercise: Waking up early can give you more
time to exercise, improving your physical health and overall
well-being.

8- Increased creativity: Research shows that people tend to be
more creative in the morning. You can use this peak creative
time to work on creative projects or brainstorm new ideas by
waking up early.

9- Time management: Successful people are skilled at managing
their time and avoiding distractions. They prioritize their tasks,
delegate when necessary, and focus on their goals.

10- Enhanced personal growth: Waking up early can give you
more time for personal growth activities such as reading, journ-
aling, or meditating. This can lead to increased self-awareness,
self-improvement, and personal development.
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Skincare Tips for Wheatish Skin Tone

aking care of wheatish skin colour requires some
T effort on your part. Here are some interesting
skincare tips for wheatish brown skin colour.
1. Follow a dedicated nighttime skincare routine
Let's accept it: most of us wake up each morning with
just enough time to freshen up and login for work; with-
out being late. Therefore, following an elaborate day-
time skincare routine can sometimes seem like a task.
This is why it is important that you follow a dedicated

instantly awake.

3. Have a cold-water shower

2. Keep a cooling eye mask handy
All the late nights are bound to give you puffy eyes and
dark circles, but that's something that can be
easily dealt with by having a refreshing
gel-based eye mask stashed away in

your refrigerator. It's a great way

to reduce puffiness and make

you appear bright-eyed and

4. Face massage for the win
One of the best ways to brighten up dull and tired skin
is to give it a quick one-minute massage. While
applying your serum or moisturiser, sim-
ply move your fingers in small and
gentle yet firm circles. This boosts
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blood circulation and oxygen
flow to the area and makes
your skin appear instantly
healthy.
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6. Follow a healthy diet

Skincare tips for Wheatish Skin Tone: Full Guide

The best way to maintain a healthy diet is to follow a
diet which includes leafy green vegetables, fresh fruits,
legumes, eggs, fish and other nutritious foods. Several
nutrients and antioxidants present in the food can help
to resolve skin issues such as uneven skin tone and dis-
colouration as well.

7. Use quality makeup products

nighttime skincare