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people and injuring 20 others. 
The Abs Hospital was a medical centre
where many volunteers from Medecins Sans
Frontieres lived.
 Three doctors from Yemen and three for-
eign doctors working with MSF were killed.
Other volunteers required limbs amputated.
After this terrible incident, MSF did not
allow volunteers to travel to Yemen.  Other
humanitarian organizations followed MSF’s
example and compelled their staff to aban-
don Yemen.
 “If there is no peace between the Saudis
and the Houthis in one month, it will not be
possible to reform the Yemeni health sys-
tem,” said Hassan Boucenine, director of
Médecins Sans Frontières in Yemen.
Every day in Yemen, thousands of people
are sick and hundreds of them die because 
of this war. The world must pay attention to
this crisis to save people from the effects 
of devastating political fragmentation.

During the first two weeks of the cholera
crisis, 100,000 people contracted the dis-
ease. This elevated rate of infection has not
mitigated, despite rising attention to the
disease. Robert Mardini of the International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) said
7,000 people are infected every day with
cholera in Yemen. The number of patients
with cholera has reached 300,000. Now
500,000 people are more vulnerable if
Yemen’s health system is not repaired.
Volunteers use a variety of ways to help
the Yemeni people. 
 Outside hospitals, many volunteers are
rebuilding some of the 600 health facilities
destroyed by airstrikes. There are also
many volunteers working in refugee camps.
Yemen has about three million internally
displaced persons.
 Because these people do not get clean
water from their cities, they will be at
greater risk of cholera in the future. Other
volunteers provide psychological assistance
to civilians. Because children are the most
vulnerable, many parents are forced to
watch their children die. Were it not for
volunteers, there would be no one to pro-
vide emotional and material support for
them. Over time, even humanitarian aid has
become scarce. 
 The amount of aid Yemen receives is not
enough. Few countries are willing to give
money to Yemen and few aid organizations
are willing to send their staff to Yemen.
On August 15th, 2016, a serious accident
led to the severance of the collaborative ties
between aid groups and Yemen’s lingering
emergency medical care initiatives. In the
Hajjah province near Sanaa, an airstrike
dropped bombs on Abs hospital, killing 15

such as pregnant women and young
children. This year, 10,000 more children
will die because the health care system in
Yemen is ramshackle. UNICEF announced
that about 2.6 million children are at risk of
measles, that 1.8 million children are at risk
of diarrhea and about 400,000 are dying of
starvation.
 The current problems in Yemen’s health
care system are grounds for future healthcare
deterioration into a state of emergency. The
Yemeni Ministry of Health does not have
enough money for its employees and the
poor. Soon, the Ministry of Health in Yemen
will not be able to buy supplies or medicine.
The majority of doctors in Yemen today are
from the Red Cross or Medecins Sans Fron-
tieres. All Yemeni health workers are unpaid
volunteers. In addition, many people from
around the world do not know or understand
the problem in Yemen.
 Despite the importance of these topics, the
biggest health problem in Yemen now is a
disease called cholera. Before the war, few
people were exposed to cholera in Yemen.
Many doctors and specialists believed that
the Ministry of Health in Yemen had eradi-
cated cholera; they were wrong.
 In other countries, it is easy to destroy
cholera. It is necessary to have one thing:
clean drinking water. However, in Yemen this
is very difficult. Before the health crisis in
Yemen, many cities were unable to access
clean water. The bombs also destroyed most
sanitation and water facilities in Yemen.
These factors allow the disease to spread
very quickly. Cholera has affected 23 out 
of 24 districts in Yemen. Half of the cholera
records are in four regions of Yemen: Sana’a,
Hodeidah, Hajjah and Amran. 

between President Ali Abdullah Saleh and
his colleague Mr. Hadi in 2011.
After leadership turned over to Hadi,
he discovered a variety of different 
problems in his country, such as a revolu-
tion in southern Yemen, corruption, unem-
ployment, food insecurity and above all,
the continued personal loyalty of many
Yemeni army officers to Saleh.
 When Hadi was occupied with these
problems, groups of rebels called Houthis
began to congregate in northern Yemen in
the Sanaa area. The Houthi rebels fall under
the category of a religious-political move-
ment, being that they both uphold the tenets
of Shi’a Islam and too challenge the
authority of incumbent President Hadi. 
 In 2015, when the Houthi rebels were
gaining ground, Saudi Arabia launched air
raids in order to assist Hadi. Because of this
conflict, 17 million people in Yemen are
currently unable to obtain enough food and
14.4 million people do not have access to
safe drinking water.
 According to the United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), there are
600,000 pregnant women in Yemen without
access to medical care. The United Nations
held three peace talks between the Houthi
and the Saudis, but these negotiations failed
within three months, in response to which
Hadi stated that the only method through
which peace can be achieved is the total
surrender of the Houthi rebels.
 Most of the victims of this fighting are
civilians. Survivors are malnourished
because they cannot attain important 
supplies, and thus are exposed to wide
varieties of severe diseases. Fighting and
illness affect vulnerable demographics,
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Two months after the start of the war in
Yemen, Abdullah al-Abi sat with his family
when his life changed permanently.
Amongst his wives, children, and grand-
children, twenty-seven members of his fam-
ily member were killed by an airstrike that
rendered Abdullah comatose. When he
awoke six weeks later, he discovered that a
Saudi airstrike was responsible for this trag-
edy. In Yemen, about 7,600 people were
killed in Saudi airstrikes this year alone.
 However, as the war in Yemen continues,
this situation grows increasingly convoluted
every day. The bombing of health, sanitary,
and medical infrastructure resulted in not
only the obstruction of rebel efforts, but too
hindered the Yemen’s national healthcare
system from combating a growing cholera
outbreak. In order to comprehend the health
crisis in Yemen, it is necessary first to
understand the evolution of the events of
the war and the severe destabilization of
government infrastructure in Yemen.
 Yemen was the poorest country in the
Arab world even before the beginning of its
civil war. Recent conflict has only intensi-
fied this suffering. Since March 2015,
around 42,000 people have been injured
and 7,600 people have been killed by air-
strikes from the Saudi coalition, which con-
sists of different countries with the same
interests as Saudi Arabia and Yemen’s
ousted president, Saleh.
 The war began when the change in the
president’s seat affected the relationship
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Self-aware animal protagonists have
always existed within the human world.
Usually, however, they’ve been imagi-
nary, and mostly they’ve appeared in the
pages of children’s stories.
 Characters such as the talking animals
in The Chronicles of Narnia (1950-56) by
C S Lewis, for example, were relatively
simple. For all their animal appearance,
their thoughts, actions and emotions were
largely indistinguishable from those of
humans. Other stories have exploited dif-
ferences in human and animal experience
to teach moral or ethical lessons, by pre-
cept or example. 
 In some cases, this involved close
exploration of the inner lives of animal
protagonists – the gradual civilisation of
the wolf-dog in Jack London’s White
Fang (1906), for example, or the mature
suffering of the horse in Anna Sewell’s
Black Beauty (1877). But more often
than not, the author’s aim was to use the
animal to explore the human, and
humane.
 T H White’s Merlyn transformed the
wart (the young King Arthur) into
(variously) a hawk, an ant and a badger
so that the regent in The Once and Future
King (1952) could learn more about the
governance of human nature; the altruis-

tic friendships in Charlotte’s Web
(1952) by E B White gradually shaded
into the conscious acceptance of indi-
vidual mortality. Animals have also
been deployed allegorically, to explore
relationships between people (often
depending on animals to say things
that humans found hard to hear).
 Such childhood stories frequently
acquire resonance as their readers
grow. For example, when read in
adulthood, Kenneth Grahame’s The
Wind in the Willows (1908) provides
just as devastating a critique of the
shift from an agricultural to an indus-
trial society as George Orwell’s Ani-
mal Farm (1945) does of the transition
from capitalism to socialism.
 Of course, animal allegories and
stories featuring animal narrators are
not confined to children’s literature.
Books such as Felidae (1993) by Akif
Pirinçci, The Plague Dogs (1977) by
Richard Adams or Only the Animals
(2014) by Ceridwen Dovey use non-
human protagonists to explore aspects
of human inhumanity to animals,
while Carmen Dog (1988) by Carol
Emshwiller and Pig Tales (1997) by
Marie Darrieussecq specifically
explore inhumanity to women. Yet

within these accounts writers can also
make intriguing efforts to explore what it
might be like to view the world from the
animal’s perspective, as in Pig Tales
where the protagonist shifts from pig to
person, and back again. The detective
sheep of Three Bags Full (2005) by 
Leonie Swann retain an ovine logic
throughout (just as the narrator of Felidae
remains feline). The Many Selves of
Katherine North (2016) by Emma Green
examines the consciousness of a
‘phenomenaut’, someone who can project
herself into the mind of a lab-grown ani-
mal body, unravelling the devastating and
addictive impact of animal senses on
human awareness.
 In The Inheritors (1955), William
Golding embarked on a sustained novel-
istic attempt to imagine a nonhuman con-
sciousness among Neanderthals.
 Golding shows us a world where ego is
integrated at the community, rather than
individual, level. Understanding is based
on collective experience, intense proxim-
ity and abiding empathy, while knowl-
edge, concept and communication are
kinaesthetic rather than cerebrally based.
 Golding’s Neanderthals are not self-
conscious in the human sense – since
they are not ‘human’.
 They are, however, active subjects and
agents making their own histories and
influencing those of others. Reading that
novel is a breathtaking and disturbing
exercise in trying to understand, rather
than analyse, awareness.
 The Inheritors presaged a new way of
thinking that would spread among animal
behaviourists, evolutionary scientists and
eventually historians in the latter part of
the 20th century. It turns on there being a
difference between agency and con-
sciousness – and between agency and
subjectivity, or agency and individuality.
Humans have the capacity to act as
agents, because they are considered to
know what they are doing and why they
are doing it.
 But even though nonhumans possess
individuality and consciousness, too, the
absence of self-consciousness among

them has generally been taken to pre-
clude agency. However, as scholars
and artists adopt less anthropocentric
approaches to understanding how his-
tories (and futures) are made, in the
manner that Golding did in 1955,
such thinking is now being chal-
lenged. Put another way, do literary
efforts to create an embodied but non-
human consciousness have any pur-
chase in reality?
Past attempts by naturalists to investi-
gate and describe the interior lives of
animals tended to be treated as
anthropomorphic exaggerations at
best, and fictions at worst. The
‘nature-fakers’ row over standards for
natural-history writing is a classic
example. 
 This was a vitriolic early 20th-
century controversy that centred on
the question of whether animals could
self-consciously reflect on what they
themselves knew.
 Could they teach, empathise and
lie? And if they could, how could
human observers know that this was
what they were doing?
 Naturalist-writers such as William
J Long or Ernest Seton concentrated
on anecdotal observations of individ-
ual animals whom they
‘sentimentalised’, and their work was
condemned as ‘yellow journalism’ by
people such as John Burroughs and
President Theodore Roosevelt, who
feared that such anthropomorphic
popular natural history would distort
the public’s understanding of animal
behaviour.
 Animals, they argued, needed to be
analysed and understood objectively,
with the aim of establishing general
laws of nature. 
 Starry-eyed speculation about the
inner lives of beasts had no place in
the modern world.
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Amanda Rees - Plato’s attempt 2,500 years ago to define the human as ‘a��
featherless biped’ had to be swiftly qualified –‘with broad flat nails’ –

when Diogenes presented him with a plucked chicken. Many subsequent
attempts at human self-definition have faced similar problems in relation
to exceptionality. Yet lately, scholars have begun to conclude that while
the difference between humans and other animals is great, it is one of

degree, not kind. Steadily, the notion that humans were uniquely created
in the image of the divine is dropping out of the Western world view, as it
becomes clear that characteristics once thought to be unique to our spe-
cies – tool use, language, culture – are found to occur among other spe-

cies. Even so, one aspect of humanity has seemed indisputably ours alone:
our capacity for self-conscious agency; that is, our ability not just to act
on and influence the world, but to do so deliberately and reflectively. 
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Self-aware animal protagonists have
always existed within the human world.
Usually, however, they’ve been imagi-
nary, and mostly they’ve appeared in the
pages of children’s stories.
 Characters such as the talking animals
in The Chronicles of Narnia (1950-56) by
C S Lewis, for example, were relatively
simple. For all their animal appearance,
their thoughts, actions and emotions were
largely indistinguishable from those of
humans. Other stories have exploited dif-
ferences in human and animal experience
to teach moral or ethical lessons, by pre-
cept or example. 
 In some cases, this involved close
exploration of the inner lives of animal
protagonists – the gradual civilisation of
the wolf-dog in Jack London’s White
Fang (1906), for example, or the mature
suffering of the horse in Anna Sewell’s
Black Beauty (1877). But more often
than not, the author’s aim was to use the
animal to explore the human, and
humane.
 T H White’s Merlyn transformed the
wart (the young King Arthur) into
(variously) a hawk, an ant and a badger
so that the regent in The Once and Future
King (1952) could learn more about the
governance of human nature; the altruis-

tic friendships in Charlotte’s Web
(1952) by E B White gradually shaded
into the conscious acceptance of indi-
vidual mortality. Animals have also
been deployed allegorically, to explore
relationships between people (often
depending on animals to say things
that humans found hard to hear).
 Such childhood stories frequently
acquire resonance as their readers
grow. For example, when read in
adulthood, Kenneth Grahame’s The
Wind in the Willows (1908) provides
just as devastating a critique of the
shift from an agricultural to an indus-
trial society as George Orwell’s Ani-
mal Farm (1945) does of the transition
from capitalism to socialism.
 Of course, animal allegories and
stories featuring animal narrators are
not confined to children’s literature.
Books such as Felidae (1993) by Akif
Pirinçci, The Plague Dogs (1977) by
Richard Adams or Only the Animals
(2014) by Ceridwen Dovey use non-
human protagonists to explore aspects
of human inhumanity to animals,
while Carmen Dog (1988) by Carol
Emshwiller and Pig Tales (1997) by
Marie Darrieussecq specifically
explore inhumanity to women. Yet

within these accounts writers can also
make intriguing efforts to explore what it
might be like to view the world from the
animal’s perspective, as in Pig Tales
where the protagonist shifts from pig to
person, and back again. The detective
sheep of Three Bags Full (2005) by 
Leonie Swann retain an ovine logic
throughout (just as the narrator of Felidae
remains feline). The Many Selves of
Katherine North (2016) by Emma Green
examines the consciousness of a
‘phenomenaut’, someone who can project
herself into the mind of a lab-grown ani-
mal body, unravelling the devastating and
addictive impact of animal senses on
human awareness.
 In The Inheritors (1955), William
Golding embarked on a sustained novel-
istic attempt to imagine a nonhuman con-
sciousness among Neanderthals.
 Golding shows us a world where ego is
integrated at the community, rather than
individual, level. Understanding is based
on collective experience, intense proxim-
ity and abiding empathy, while knowl-
edge, concept and communication are
kinaesthetic rather than cerebrally based.
 Golding’s Neanderthals are not self-
conscious in the human sense – since
they are not ‘human’.
 They are, however, active subjects and
agents making their own histories and
influencing those of others. Reading that
novel is a breathtaking and disturbing
exercise in trying to understand, rather
than analyse, awareness.
 The Inheritors presaged a new way of
thinking that would spread among animal
behaviourists, evolutionary scientists and
eventually historians in the latter part of
the 20th century. It turns on there being a
difference between agency and con-
sciousness – and between agency and
subjectivity, or agency and individuality.
Humans have the capacity to act as
agents, because they are considered to
know what they are doing and why they
are doing it.
 But even though nonhumans possess
individuality and consciousness, too, the
absence of self-consciousness among

them has generally been taken to pre-
clude agency. However, as scholars
and artists adopt less anthropocentric
approaches to understanding how his-
tories (and futures) are made, in the
manner that Golding did in 1955,
such thinking is now being chal-
lenged. Put another way, do literary
efforts to create an embodied but non-
human consciousness have any pur-
chase in reality?
Past attempts by naturalists to investi-
gate and describe the interior lives of
animals tended to be treated as
anthropomorphic exaggerations at
best, and fictions at worst. The
‘nature-fakers’ row over standards for
natural-history writing is a classic
example. 
 This was a vitriolic early 20th-
century controversy that centred on
the question of whether animals could
self-consciously reflect on what they
themselves knew.
 Could they teach, empathise and
lie? And if they could, how could
human observers know that this was
what they were doing?
 Naturalist-writers such as William
J Long or Ernest Seton concentrated
on anecdotal observations of individ-
ual animals whom they
‘sentimentalised’, and their work was
condemned as ‘yellow journalism’ by
people such as John Burroughs and
President Theodore Roosevelt, who
feared that such anthropomorphic
popular natural history would distort
the public’s understanding of animal
behaviour.
 Animals, they argued, needed to be
analysed and understood objectively,
with the aim of establishing general
laws of nature. 
 Starry-eyed speculation about the
inner lives of beasts had no place in
the modern world.
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authors wrote, “and it was acquired not in the
context of slow, gradual modification of pre-
existing systems under natural selection but in
a single, rapid, emergent event.” Berwick, a
professor of computational linguistics at MIT
and the co-author with Chomsky of Why
Only Us: Language and Evolution, sees little
merit in the stone-tool-based theories pro-
posed by researchers like Stout and Kolodny.
“The Stout business doesn’t work,” Berwick
wrote to me in an email. “The experimental
findings show that, to the contrary, verbal lan-
guage DOES NOT FACILITATE toolmak-
ing.” Berwick calls the purported connection
between toolmaking and language a useful
metaphor, at best.
Chomsky’s position is such a brazen refuta-
tion of known evolutionary processes that
Kolodny, Stout, and many of their colleagues
aren’t sure how to engage with it. Stout
claims that Berwick’s refutation of his
research misses the mark entirely. Ultimately,
Stout tells me, he expects the positions of
Berwick, Chomsky and other formalist lin-
guists to find a sort of synthesis with his own
views on language, but he doesn’t see agree-
ment occurring anytime soon.
Luckily, the flintknapper Bovaird and I don’t
need a synthesis of theories of language evo-
lution in order to sit in the sun and talk. Birds
are singing, a woodpecker raps its head
against a dead trunk, and Bovaird is
“pressure-flaking” a fine, serrated edge on a
symmetrical obsidian blade. He’s way past
the Acheulean now, demonstrating the refined
techniques used by the essentially modern
Homo sapiens of the upper Paleolithic. Pick-
ing up a rounded tool made of antler—he’ll
use it as a hammer—he compares flintknap-
ping to a sophisticated game of chess, in
which the order of every move is of supreme
importance. It’s an observation that either has
everything to do with how language got here,
or—if you’re in a Chomskyan frame of
mind—has nothing to do with language evo-
lution at all.
“The stone has rules, and you can’t break the
rules,” Bovaird says. Then he leans over the
blade, flexes his wrist, and strikes.

nication system coupled to those tempo-
ral sequencing structural capabilities.”
That “coupling” is where the hijacking
comes in. The technical term is exapta-
tion, a word coined by the late paleontol-
ogist Stephen Jay Gould to describe an
evolutionary event in which a biological
function is repurposed for an alternate
use. Kolodny and Edelman argue that the
neural networks required for complex,
hierarchical, sequence-dependent tool
production were exapted by our brain’s
communicative apparatus, which is why
word order and sentence structure make
such a difference to meaning. Rudimen-
tary language, which evolved in the con-
text of toolmaking and teaching, was ulti-
mately able to break away from its imme-
diate contexts—this is the hijacking
part—eventually employing those origi-
nal cognitive pathways for its own
unique purposes. The result, as Monty
Python viewers have appreciated for dec-
ades, was our modern, turbo-driven
faculty for language.
In order to go along with Kolodny and
Edelman’s theory of linguistic hijacking,
you have to agree that language-related
structures (like syntax) and action-related
structures (like the sequential steps to
making a tool) are similar enough to be
driven by the same neurological mecha-
nisms. But many scientists—including
Noam Chomsky, the most influential of
all modern linguists—aren’t willing to
swallow that pill.
Chomsky has been notably reticent on
the subject of language evolution. On
numerous occasions, he’s called the ques-
tion either irrelevant, unsolvable, or both.
A surprise came in 2014, when Chomsky,
Robert Berwick, and other titans in the
field weighed in substantively on the
topic of evolution for the first time,
arguing in a series of jaw-dropping
papers that language basically did show
up on the scene like a fully formed
Athena, syntax-driven shield in hand.
“The language faculty is an extremely
recent acquisition in our lineage,” these

ing the production of complex tools.
Kolodny’s arguments build off the
groundbreaking experiments of Dietrich
Stout, an anthropologist at Emory Uni-
versity. A flintknapper himself, Stout has
taught hundreds of students how to make
Acheulean-era tools, and he’s tracked
their brain activity during the learning
process. Stout found that his students’
white matter—or the neural connectivity
in their brains—increased as they gained
competence in flintknapping. His
research suggests that producing complex
tools spurred an increase in brain size and
other aspects of hominin evolution,
including—perhaps—the emergence of
language.
But language couldn’t just pop out fully
formed, like Athena from the head of
Zeus. “Every evolutionary process,
including the evolution of language, has
to be incremental and composed of small
steps, each of which independently needs
to be beneficial,” Kolodny explains.
Teaching, he says, was a crucial part of
the process. When hominins like Homo
ergaster and Homo erectus taught their
close relatives how to make complex
tools, they worked their way into an ever
more specialized cultural niche, with
evolutionary advantage going to those
individuals who were not only adept at
making and using complex tools, but who
were also able—at the same time—to
communicate in more and more sophisti-
cated ways.
Kolodny points out what might seem like
a contradiction in this notion: Many spe-
cies of ape use tools in sequence-
dependent ways and also have highly
developed levels of communication. But
the order in which those apes produce
their utterances doesn’t make much dif-
ference to their meaning, Kolodny
explains. “The question becomes not
‘How did language arise only in
humans?’ but ‘Why did it not arise in
other apes as well?’ And the answer is,
the qualitative difference between us and
other apes is they don’t have the commu-

Oren Kolodny, a biologist at Stanford Uni-
versity, puts the question in more scientific
terms: “What kind of evolutionary pressures
could have given rise to this really weird and
surprising phenomenon that is so critical to
the essence of being human?” And he has
proposed a provocative answer. In a recent
paper in the journal Philosophical Transac-
tions of the Royal Society B, Kolodny
argues that early humans—while teaching
their kin how to make complex tools—
hijacked the capacity for language from
themselves.
To understand what Kolodny’s getting at, I
ask Bovaird to walk me through the history
of Stone Age technologies. He starts by
smashing an irregular, grapefruit-size stone
between two larger rocks. He picks through
the resulting fragments, looking for a shard
with an excellent cutting edge. This is sim-
ple Oldowan technology, he tells me—the
first stone tools, used by our hominin ances-
tors as far back as 2.5 million years ago.
Next, he flashes forward a million years to
the technological revolutions of Homo
ergaster. No longer did toolmakers simply
knock stones together to see what they got;
now they aimed for symmetry. Bovaird
holds up his work in progress, a late Acheu-
lean hand ax—the multi-tool of the middle-
to-lower Paleolithic, good for cutting meat,
digging dirt, smashing bone. The blade of
this ax has a zigzag edge, with tiny, alternat-
ing flakes removed from each side of the
cutting surface. To achieve this level of ser-
ration, Bovaird explains, he needs a precise
understanding of how the stone works, as
well as the ability to plan his work many
steps in advance.
Somewhere on the timeline between the
long run of the Oldowan and the more rapid
rise of Acheulean technologies, language (or
what’s often called protolanguage) likely
made its first appearance. Oren Kolodny and
his co-author, Shimon Edelman, a professor
of psychology at Cornell University, say the
overlap is not a coincidence. Rather, they
theorize, the emergence of language was
predicated on our ancestors’ ability to per-
form sequence-dependent processes, includ-

Theatlantic: A Sneaky
Theory of Where 

Language Came From
BEN JAMES  - I’m sitting in the sun on one of the first mild days of the

spring, talking with a modern-day flintknapper about the origins of human
language. His name is Neill Bovaird, and he’s neither an archaeologist nor a
linguist, just a 38-year-old bearded guy with a smartphone in his pocket who
uses Stone Age technology to produce Stone Age tools. Bovaird has been flint-
knapping for a couple decades, and as we talk, the gok gok gok of him strik-
ing a smaller rock against a larger one punctuates our conversation. Every
now and then the gokking stops: A new flake, sharper than a razor blade,
breaks off in his palm. I’ve come to see Bovaird, who teaches wilderness-

survival skills in western Massachusetts, because I want to better understand
the latest theories on the emergence of language—particularly a new body of
research arguing that if not for our hominin ancestors’ hard-earned ability to
produce complex tools, language as we know it might not have evolved at all.

The research is occurring at the cutting-edge intersections of evolutionary
biology, experimental archaeology, neuroscience, and linguistics, but much of

it is driven by a very old question: Where did language come from?
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Music and Singing
The Italian writer's attention was drawn by
music composers, some of whom only
produced religious hymns in houses while
others' performances were seen as explicitly
racy, and thus were looked down on.
Musicians, in general, were moving from
one country to another; a native woman
would never dare to sing and dance in
public.

House Servants

While visiting numerous houses in Sanaa,
Manzoni could not help but notice there was
a large number of servants in every house.
They were all treated very well, even though
they worked very little. "The worst servant
in Europe, without any effort, can do the
work of four or five Arab servants in one
day on his own," he said.
 Men were unable to hire female servants
and vice-versa. Castrated servants were also
not available in Yemen. Jews could not hire
Muslim servants, whereas Christians were
seemingly allowed to, according to
Manzoni.

Sanaa's Women
During his trip from Aden to Sanaa the
Italian writer passed by many tribes, which
urged him to draw comparisons between
tribal women and Sanaa's female residents.
He described the latter as more beautiful and
whiter. He said they had long black hair that
was typically pulled back except for shorter
tossing locks on their cheeks. Some women
would also wear their hair in an odd number
of braids for good luck.
 Wives of the rich elite wore fancy colorful
clothes, yet only in their houses or when
they go to the harems. While walking in the
street they would put on a cloak that would
cover them from head to toe. They would
also cover their faces with a light
handkerchief that had no holes for breathing.
Rich and poor women of all ages would put
on the same dark cloaks, and thus it was
extremely difficult to speculate which
woman was well-off and which was
underprivileged. Manzoni, however, noticed
that Sanaa's women would usually leave part

of their feet showing, which could indicate
whether a woman was young or ageing.

Harems

Manzoni did not overlook the harem, an
isolated part of the house in which the
wife or other female relatives of a man
lived. According to the writer, a harem
was widely believed in Europe to be a
place for a life of debauchery. As a matter
of fact, harems were where the landlord's
mother, sisters and wife stayed in an
environment that was as strict and
disciplined as a nuns' residence in Europe.
 Among the wealthy, harems hosted
maids who -- opposite to the notion that
they were landlords' sex slaves -- were not
allowed to see male residents. Each one of
them would serve the wife within the
realm of house chores.

No Educated Women

Although he wandered around a lot in
Sanaa, Manzoni did not meet a single

educated woman; Sanaa's female residents
were illiterate. They only knew how to cook
and Knit, among other house chores. They
would spend most of their time dyeing their
hands and feet with henna, and wear make
up in order to appeal to their husbands.

Magic and Spiritualism

Illiterate people in Sanaa believed in magic
and spiritualism, according to Manzoni who
explained that the poor would usually pay
visits to psychics, while the well-off were
into astrology. Sanaa had good days:
Mondays were designated for marriages,
Thursdays were blessed and Fridays were
full of good luck because Prophet
Muhammad emigrated from Mecca to
Medina on the same day. While Sunday and
Wednesday were neutral, Tuesday was an
ominous day and was called the "day of
blood" because most of the Muslim martyrs
died on Tuesdays. Saturday was the Yemeni
Arabs' worst day because it was celebrated
by Jews. There were also good and bad
seasonal days, the worst of which was the
last Wednesday of the month of Safar.
People would be afraid to leave their
houses, thinking they would face
unfortunate events because it was the day
when ghosts celebrate.

Sacred Figures and Dervishes
In Sanaa, the writer said it was obvious that
Yemenis thought highly of their sacred
figures, whether alive or dead. Those people
were deemed sacred for no apparent reason,
according to Manzoni, and they would take
advantage of such a granted status.
 He referred to those sacred figures as
harmless "fools and retards" who for some
reason people thought were special. They
were above the law; even if they walked in
the street with not a stitch on, no one would
dare to say anything to them.
 Dervishes, on the other hand, were more
religiously devout than others, or so they
pretended. Mostly Turks and Persians, the
dervishes would display their spirituality by
doing extraordinary practices such as eating
rocks, glass or metal, for instance.
 "They are deceivers who live off charity
money that they either ask for or just receive
without asking," Manzoni said. "Yemen's
Arabs are afraid of them because they think
they are immensely ominous."

Peacock Garden
There was a myriad of gardens all across
Sanaa; Manzoni's favorite was the Peacock
Garden. It was vast, neat and full of various

trees and flowers. It was a favorite place
for the Turks who would hang out there
drinking Arak, an alcoholic beverage, and
eating fruit before lunch.

Faulty Beliefs and Stereotypes

Not everything Manzoni wrote about
Sanaa's natives was accurate; he mentioned
things that he saw as strange or irrational
based on widespread stereotypes that he
and other western travelers believed in.
Thus, their books more or less have had
contempt for other cultures.
 For example, Manzoni mentioned what
he described as people's humiliating
obedience to superior individuals, saying
whenever the latter walked by, other men
would stop smoking and stand up to salute
them. He also said it was common for a
man to refer to himself while
communicating with the elite, whether
verbally or in writing, as the "very humble
servant". Some of Manzoni's judgments
were based on his encounters. "It happened
many times that I saw in Yemen whole
tribes of men and women who were
extremely ugly, whereas there were other
tribes of handsome men and charming
women," he said.
 During one of his visits, he was asked to
treat patients after locals mistakenly
thought he was a doctor. Consequently, he
concluded that people all across the
Muslim countries would think that
Europeans must know everything only
because they could read and write. In his
opinion, an Arab man was ignorant because
"he believes that all human knowledge can
be in one book, and when a man can read
its pages he would know everything".
 The writer has pictured Sanaa how he
experienced, incorporating in his writing
common faulty impressions in the Italian
culture about the Islamic world. For
instance, he said that Ramadan was the
month of pleasures for Muslims, whereas it
is actually the month when Muslims
abstain from all pleasures, including food
and water, from dawn till dusk.
 Professor of contemporary history
Abdullah Shaker told Raseef22 that books
of travelers should not be taken for granted
because they were written from a western
perspective and are actually error-ridden.
The ignorance of the European travelers
about Islam and the Arab cultural heritage,
as well as their poor Arabic led them to
misinterpret many of what they saw and
experienced, Shaker explained.
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A City of Gardens, Greeks
and Turks: the City of Sanaa

in the 19th Century
Mohamed Shaaban  -  The city is very beautiful, the houses are large and

wonderful, fully built with cut stones and brownish-red bricks. Roads are wide
and clean, people are elegant and dignified." This is how Italian writer and
traveler Renzo Manzoni described Sanaa in his book, "Yemen…a trip to

Sanaa". He spent some time between 1877 and 1878 in the largest Yemeni city
that is today witnessing some of the worst atrocities in the history of mankind.

Manzoni was charmed the most by the tolerance and peaceful nature of Sanaa's
residents, even while dealing with the Turkish rulers; he did not spot a single

clash between Yemenis and Turks in the capital. There was also a Greek
population in the city; they owned all kinds of stores, selling matches, rolling
papers, sardine cans, gas lamps, mirrors, clothes and all kinds of alcoholic
drinks. Greeks who imported such goods had previously taken part in the
excavation of the Suez Canal in Egypt. After leaving Egypt, they moved en

masse to Sudan's Suakin, Massawa in Ethiopia (currently in Eretria) and the
Yemeni city of Al-Hudaydah. Sanaa was their final destination where they

�Œarrived with the goods that were in high demand among the Turks.
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Health Benefits of
Breastfeeding  for Your Baby
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Identify a local lactation
consultant in advance of the birth
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�H�[�S�H�U�W�V�����Z�H���F�D�Q���K�H�O�S���J�X�L�G�H���D�Q�G���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���\�R�X
�L�Q���P�D�N�L�Q�J���W�K�H���E�H�V�W���I�H�H�G�L�Q�J���S�O�D�Q���I�R�U���\�R�X���D�Q�G
�����:�:�:���K�D�S�S�\�I�D�P�L�O�\�E�U�D�Q�G�V���F�R�P

Breast Milk  Benefits
�0�D�W�H�U�Q�L�W�\���E���b���­

The first 1000 days of your baby’s life, from the first day of your pregnancy up to 2
years of life, represents a critical period of growth and development and gives us parents
an opportunity to provide an environment that will help support life-long health. In par-
ticular, the nutrition a baby receives during this period can have a resounding impact.
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than 20? onto its side before falling
over. 
 The biggest difference between this
and the "regular" Mercedes-AMG
G65? The price. In Germany, the Final
Edition starts—starts—at €310,233.
That's about $366,000 at current
exchange rates. The regular AMG G65,
by contrast, starts at $220,400 in the
United States.
 That price, to be fair, does include
Germany's standard-issue sales tax of
19 percent. Chop that off, and the G65
Final Edition's cost falls to around
$297,000. Still, that's $77,000 more
than the non-Final G65. Or, in other
words...you could buy a Mercedes-
AMG G65, a can of bronze spray paint,
and a Mercedes-AMG C63 S sedan,
and still have money left over. 
 For the folks out there willing to
spend the price of a decent house on
the uber-compromised proposition of a
600-plus horsepower, body-on-frame
truck that has both a trio of locking dif-
ferentials and 21-inch performance
wheels, all those numbers on the win-
dow sticker are just another symbol of
their wealth. As they say in the soft-
ware world, the G65 Final Edition's
price isn't a bug—it's a feature.

http://www.thedrive.com/

the wrap-up model. It coats the 10-spoke
wheels, and accents the bumpers, grille,
mirrors, and spare tire cover. The tail-
pipes and running boards, meanwhile,
are rendered in matte black, for a change
of pace.
 Inside, the black Nappa leather seats
come with contrasting brown stitching
and carbon fiber-esque bolsters. The
actual carbon fiber trim found elsewhere
is interwoven with bronze accents, and
the mighty passenger-side "Oh, shit"
handle wears its own special badges. 
 Likewise, the Final Edition G65
packs comparable capabilities to any
other non-portal axle-equipped, V-12 G-
Wagen. (With so many variants, you
have to get awfully specific with this
SUV.) The 0-to-62-mile-per-hour run
takes a claimed 5.3 seconds, on the way
to a governed (and likely terrifying)
speed of 143 mph; slow down a bit, and
this Mercedes can plow through nearly
two feet of standing water, scramble up
and down slopes of 27?, and tilt more

aggressive tires were a complete mis-
match with the SUV's original off-
roading mission. Buyers didn't care;
they snapped up every one they could
find, leading Mercedes to commis-
sion an increasingly ridiculous series
of other G-Wagen models. 
 Now, after decades in production,
the original Gel?ndewagen is on its
way to the exit, to be replaced by an
all-new-but-probably-similar-looking
model. Daimler has already bid adieu
to the rolling brow-raise known as
the G500 4×4²; now, it's time for the
V-12-powered Mercedes-AMG G65
to ride off into the sunset. So to see it
off, Mercedes is releasing a limited
run—just 65 copies—of AMG G65
Final Edition models.
 Don't feel like you're failing at life
if you can't tell what makes this G-
Wagen special. The biggest exterior
difference between the Final Edition
and lesser Mercedes-AMG G65s is
the matte bronze trim that bedecks

WILL SABEL COURTNEY

Update: While official U.S. pricing had
not been released in America as of the
original publication, Mercedes-Benz

USA has confirmed to The Drive that the
Mercedes-AMG G65 Final Edition will

cost $252,690 when it goes on sale in
America. 30 of the 65 copies will be com-
ing Stateside, with order books opening
soon. Once upon a time, Mercedes-Benz
created a truck designed for the likes of

the world's militaries and off-roaders
, a German alternative to the likes of Land
Rovers and Jeeps called the Gel?ndewagen.
People loved it. So Mercedes kept tweak-
ing it, adding fancier features, tonier trim
levels, and ever-larger engines to the sim-
ple body-on-frame sport-ute. Four-, five-,
and six-cylinder engines were replaced
with V-8s. Eventually, the internal-
combustion craftsmen at AMG were roped
into building a "high-performance" ver-
sion: the G55 AMG, packing a super-
charged V-8. Its dangling side pipes and

The Final Mercedes-AMG G65  
Is a $252,000 Tank Wearing Bronzer 
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