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says of a demonstration in Kufr
Quddum. “It was about letting
everybody know that the villagers
were not going to go away.”

Hardigan’s book reads like a
perpetual laceration. It is when one
realises that there is a multitude of
narratives within Palestine, many of
which remain silenced, that other
concerns surface. The activist
perspective, which is juxtaposed
skilfully against the cause, is, by the
end of the book, dissected and
analysed. It is a mark of the author’s
candid reflections that he states, “A
part of me felt dishonest for telling
Palestinians that their search for
fairness would be aided by my
publicising their experiences.” The
acknowledgement of such limitations,
emphasised throughout the book,
makes Hardigan’s contribution to the
Palestinian cause of particular
importance. It is an admission that
requires some navigation of the fine
line between hope and desolation,
awareness and isolation. If such a
sentiment were to be reciprocated,
activism for Palestine would have the
potential to ease itself into its rightful
role, working alongside Palestinians
without wilful or unintentional
pretences.

* Ramona Wadi is an independent
researcher, freelance journalist, book
reviewer and blogger. Her writing covers
a range of themes in relation to Palestine,
Chile and Latin America.

Families waiting for their
loved ones’ release from
Israeli jails. Political
incitement by Israeli
leaders which cloaks
settlers with impunity.
Children who have to
choose between violence
and the safest form of
violence, a contradiction
in its own right but
nonetheless valid for
Palestinians who consider
settler-free roads as less
dangerous than those
patrolled only by the
Israel Defence Forces.
Settler violence is
prevalent throughout: one
brutal story related by the
author is about a
Palestinian who was
accosted by settlers,
sprayed with gasoline and
his legs hacked “with a
hatchet”.
 For Palestinians, the
dynamics of state violence
also reflect the Palestinian
Authority’s collaboration
through security
coordination. Albeit
spoken of as a concern of
the ISM activists who
feared the possibility of a
raid on their premises, the
statement is of significance in relation to
the targeting of Palestinians, and the PA’s
acquiescence: “Before the Israeli army
enters a city, it lets the PA know, so that
there are no clashes between the two
forces. When you see that there is no PA,
you know the Israelis are coming.”
 The individual stories of people who
the author encountered are a sliver of
Palestinian reality that usually remains
unaccounted for. It is in the daily routine
of Palestinians, which is missing from
mainstream coverage, that awareness can
be raised about the abnormality of settler-
colonial violence. Like other testimonies,
Hardigan singles out Hebron as
brimming with violations that impede
Palestinians from living a normal life.
“Several Palestinian children, celebrating
Eid, were blowing bubbles in the street.
This offended local settlers, a scuffle
ensued, and once again the Palestinians
were taken away.”
 Misplaced power is a recurring theme
in the book; it illustrates the different
forms of violence inflicted upon
Palestinians. Hardigan describes the
repercussions of price tag attacks, the
damage to Palestinian land in attempts to
displace Palestinians by force and the
violent psychology behind the more
notorious cases, such as the murder of
Palestinian teen Mohamed Abu Khdeir in
2014.
 During protests, Hardigan observes the
same dynamics of misplaced power
within the context of Palestinian
resistance. “I knew the protest was not
about inflicting damage on the army,” he

rethinking about activism’s role in the
Palestinian cause. As an ISM
volunteer, Hardigan provides detailed
descriptions of the demonstrations,
bringing to the fore not only the
resistance, but the human effort
behind the visual material that has
become accessible through social
media.
 One particular observation by
Hardigan in relation to the protests in
Ni’lin stands out: “The man’s words
were angry, but his voice sounded
resigned and tired, as if he had lost all
hope. But here he was leading his
village in the protest against the armed
forces occupying the land of his
people.” The author describes a
connection that is missing when
discussing Palestinian resistance; how
repetition does not equate to
resignation. Nevertheless, the
psychological impact of colonial
violence has had an impact on the
people, resulting in differences
between the narratives of resistance
from within, and those of the
observers whose news is static and
misses the emotion of the moment.
 Hardigan also differentiates
between international activists and
Palestinian activists. While not
demeaning international activism,
there is an insistence that the shared
experiences are temporary, while for
Palestinians, Israeli state and settler
violence is the norm. “I could never
identify with the suffering of
Palestinians but what I could do is
share it a little,” says Hardigan
explicitly. “Just like many
Palestinians, I had been teargassed and
shot at by Israeli soldiers, but after all
was said and done, I would leave.”
 What would be left behind?

Ramona Wadi 

What we are accustomed to reading as
structured news items or analysis about
Palestine quickly dissipate in Richard
Hardigan’s book “The Other Side of the
Wall: an eyewitness account of the
occupation in Palestine” (Cune Press,
2018). Volunteering with the International
Solidarity Movement (ISM) in 2014,
Hardigan imparts his testimony to readers
in a narrative that captures the Israeli
violence against the Palestinian right to
resist.
 Sensationalism over visible violations
has restricted the awareness of
international support for Palestine. As
observers from afar, the main impediment
to supporting Palestinians is the relative
lack of exposure to narratives which depict
the disastrous social impact of Israel’s
colonial violence. As a result, Israel has
been able to normalise its atrocities. In his
foreword to the book, Israeli historian Ilan
Pappé insists that the normalisation “can
be easily disrupted by the activist’s work
both inside and outside Palestine.” This
book is one example of how the existing
information gap can be narrowed and, as a
result, Israel’s crimes can be exposed.
Hardigan ruminates about this possibility
on several occasions, yet the hurdles
remain, despite denouncing neutrality in
narrating his testimony of the Palestinian
cause.
 Hardigan’s visit coincided with the
events unfolding prior to Operation
Protective Edge in 2014. Hence, this book
offers readers a glimpse into the lives and
experiences of Palestinians who were
living their own struggle away from media
scrutiny. It follows a narrative style, yet
there are many themes to be gleaned from
the author’s observations, some of which
should prompt some thinking and

The Other Side
of the Wall.

An Eyewitness
Account of the
Occupation in

Palestine
Misplaced power is a recurring theme in the book; it illustrates the
different forms of violence inflicted upon Palestinians. Hardigan
describes the repercussions of price tag attacks, the damage to

Palestinian land in attempts to displace Palestinians by force and the
violent psychology behind the more notorious cases, such as the

murder of Palestinian teen Mohamed Abu Khdeir in 2014.
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lands in the wrong hands. And now they
want your fingerprint and face scan as
well? You might be tempted to pass.
 But having an additional safeguard on
your logins and private data  on the web
is always a good thing. Passwords have
proven time and time again that they are
security hazard, and the sooner we move
away from them, the better. Plus, they’re
a huge pain in the ass. How am I sup-
posed to remember what every password
is if it’s supposed to be unique, contain
capital letters and numbers and charac-
ters?
 Moving on from passwords is a no-
brainer. Not only is a simple fingerprint-
scan a whole lot easier for users, it
instantly adds another great layer of
security needed in the age of data
breaches, hacks, and global malware
attacks. But users will have to embrace
the technology to make it widespread,
and actually useful. futurism.com

already implemented it. Apple’s
Safari has shown no signs of interest
just yet, though Apple has started
working with a related working
group, and could soon be jumping on
board.
 “My biometric data all over the
internet, you say?” Yes, it sounds
scary — we’ve seen all the nasty
stuff that can happen when data

device is not exactly the sexiest solu-
tion. But it’s substantially safer than
using a simple password. Safety first,
kids!
 This all might sound annoying, but
we’ll take it for granted when all our
browsers start using it. So far, Google
Chrome and Windows Edge have
shown signs that they will soon adopt
the technology. Mozilla’s Firefox has

The days of
“Password123” and
“qwerty” are numbered.
And, honestly, good rid-
dance. Single-factor
authentication is laughably
easy to crack, through
things like phishing attacks
and rampant malware. So
not only are passwords
obsolete, they in fact pose
a huge risk.
 Luckily, the FIDO
(“Fast IDentity Online”)
Alliance is coming to the
rescue. The organization
developed a brand new
standard called “Web
Authentication”
(WebAuthn, to all those
hip teens), Motherboard
reports. Now any web site
that uses the application
interface could require
users to log in with at least
two or more steps of
authentication, with the
ability to use biometric
data for one or more of
them.
 Multi-factor authentica-
tion, as it exists now, can
also be a real burden to
users: tying private keys to
personal phone numbers
can become tedious, and
could even lock users out
of their accounts if they
can no longer access that
phone number.
 The experience of using
the new WebAuthn stan-
dard is very straightfor-
ward. In fact, in some
cases, you won’t have to
change your behavior at
all.
 Large parts of the new
WebAuthn standard were
pretty much ready to roll
out back in 2014, but FIDO couldn’t
figure out how to implement it on
mobile devices. Now that basically
every recent smartphone is equipped
with at least one kind of biometric
sensor— fingerprint-readers, facial
recognition software in the cameras —
the time is finally ripe.
 WebAuthn is easy enough to use on
a smartphone, then, but what about
devices that don’t have a fingerprint or
face-reading device? This is where
things aren’t quite so seamless —
they’ll need an external piece of hard-
ware to comply with the WebAuthn
standard. Security hardware compa-
nies such as Yubico have developed
hardware keys that act like a USB-
stick-like authenticator.
 Admittedly, carrying a dorky lan-
yard around your neck just in case you
need to stick into a port on your
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 1967 Shelby
GT500 Super

Snake First Drive
Review | This
snake smokes

Long and smoky, with plenty of revs and a
snappy clutch dump — this obviously wasn't
the first time Gary Patterson has boiled the
baloneys on a high-powered Mustang. The
president of Shelby American street-raced a
428 Cobra Jet fastback all over Ohio in the
1970s, so we shouldn't have been so
surprised when he jumped into the company's
new 1967 Shelby GT500 Super Snake, the
reincarnation of Shelby's GT40-powered
Mustang, and lit 'em up for our cameras.
 Shelby will build 10 new 1967 Shelby
GT500 Super Snakes and sell them for
$249,995 each. It's the latest in the company's
growing continuation series, which also
includes brand-new 1968 GT500KR
convertibles and the Original Venice Crew
1965 GT350 Competition Mustangs. The 10
continuation Super Snakes will be built by
Legendary GT Continuation Cars in Roaring
Spring, Pennsylvania, with engines supplied
by the Carroll Shelby Engine Co. The cars
are faithful to the original, but the engine
specs have been tweaked for better
drivability.
 The original GT500 Super Snake, and
there is only one, was built in early 1967 to
test and promote Goodyear's new
Thunderbolt tire. Shelby was also the
California distributor for Goodyear, so the
tire company asked him to build a special car
for high-speed testing at its five-mile long
oval in San Angelo, Texas.
 Under Carroll Shelby's instructions, the
company's chief engineer — Fred Goodell,
who was on loan from Ford — walked
through Shelby's facility in a hangar at Los
Angeles International Airport and randomly
chose a white GT500 for the build, serial
number 67402F4A00544. The Mustang's
dual quad 428-cubic-inch engine was
replaced with a medium riser Mark II 427
from a GT40 race car with a solid cam, a
single 780 cfm Holley carburetor and special
set of headers with a "bundle of snakes"
design. Shelby American's former sales
manager Don McCain has been quoted as
saying the engine was "the mother of all 427s
at the time ... aluminum heads, aluminum
water pump, forged crank, Le Mans rods, just
basically everything inside the engine was
built to run sustained 6,000 rpm to race at Le
Mans."
To read the rest of the article go to
www.autoblog.com
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 2019 Mercedes-
AMG CLS53 will
probably cost over

$95,000

JOEL STOCKSDALE

Though Mercedes-Benz hasn't
announced pricing and availability for
the 2019 Mercedes-AMG CLS53 and
the 2019 Mercedes-AMG E53 coupe
and convertible for the U.S., it has
announced both for Europe. All three
models will hit European dealers in
August. The cheapest is the E53 coupe
at 81,592 euros, followed by the
CLS53 at 84,430 euros, and the E53
convertible at 87,066 euros.
 Converting those prices to U.S.
dollars, we find that the E53 coupe

starts at $94,472, the CLS53 at
$97,758, and the E53 convertible at
$100,810. Now, it is possible that these
prices could be lower or higher for the
U.S. market. But we have reason to
believe the prices won't change much.
Looking at starting prices for the E-
Class sedan, we found that a U.S.-
market E-Class starts at $52,950
without destination charge, and a
German-market E-Class starts at
$51,946 when converted to U.S.
dollars.
 Regardless of absolute final pricing,
all three of these models will come
with a hopped-up version of Mercedes-
Benz's new 3.0-liter turbocharged
inline-six. It makes 429 horsepower
and 384 pound-feet of torque. Odds are
all three models will become available
in the U.S. not long after the European
versions roll out. 
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