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BRICS
BRICS is the acronym for an association of five major emerging national economies:
Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa. Originally the first four were grouped
as "BRIC" (or "the BRICs"), before the induction of South Africa in 2010.
 The BRICS members are all leading developing or newly industrialized countries,
but they are distinguished by their large, sometimes fast-growing economies and sig-
nificant influence on regional affairs; all are members.[5] Since 2009, the BRICS
nations have met annually at formal summits. China hosted the 9th BRICS summit in
Xiamen on September 3, 4 and 5, 2017.
 The term does not include countries such as South Korea, Mexico and Turkey for
which other acronyms and group associations were later created.
 In 2015, the five BRICS countries represent over 3.6 billion people, or about 41%
of the world population; all five members are in the top 25 of the world by popula-
tion, and four are in the top 10. The five nations have a combined nominal GDP of
US$16.6 trillion, equivalent to approximately 22% of the gross world product, com-
bined GDP (PPP) of around US$37 trillion and an estimated US$4 trillion in com-
bined foreign reserves.
Overall the BRICS are forecasted to expand 4.6% in 2016, from an estimated growth
of 3.9% in 2015. The World Bank expects BRICS growth to pick up to 5.3% in 2017.
The BRICS have received both praise and criticism from numerous commenta-
tors. Bilateral relations among BRICS nations have mainly been conducted on the
basis of non-interference, equality, and mutual benefit.

History
The term "BRIC" was coined in 2001 by then-chairman of Goldman Sachs Asset
Management, Jim O'Neill, in his publication Building Better Global Economic
BRICs.The foreign ministers of the initial four BRIC states (Brazil, Russia, India,
and China) met in New York City in September 2006 at the margins of the General
Debate of the UN General Assembly, beginning a series of high-level meetings. A
full-scale diplomatic meeting was held in Yekaterinburg, Russia, on 16 June 2009.  

First BRIC summit 

The BRIC grouping's first formal summit, also held in Yekaterinburg, commenced on
16 June 2009, with Luiz In?cio Lula da Silva, Dmitry Medvedev, Manmohan Singh,
and Hu Jintao, the respective leaders of Brazil, Russia, India and China, all attend-
ing. The summit's focus was on means of improving the global economic situation
and reforming financial institutions, and discussed how the four countries could bet-
ter co-operate in the future.
 There was further discussion of ways that developing countries, such as 3/5 of the
BRIC members, could become more involved in global affairs.  
 In the aftermath of the Yekaterinburg summit, the BRIC nations announced the
need for a new global reserve currency, which would have to be "diverse, stable and
predictable".
Although the statement that was released did not directly criticise the perceived
"dominance" of the US dollar – something that Russia had criticised
in the past – it did spark a fall in the value of the dollar against other major curren-
cies.  

Entry of South Africa   

In 2010, South Africa began efforts to join the BRIC grouping, and the process for its
formal admission began in August of that year. South Africa officially became a
member nation on 24 December 2010, after being formally invited by the BRIC
countries to join the group.  
 The group was renamed BRICS – with the "S" standing for South Africa – to
reflect the group's expanded membership. In April 2011, the President of South
Africa, Jacob Zuma, attended the 2011 BRICS summit in Sanya, China, as a full
member.  
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to punish her for forgetting.
I covered the wall mirror with a
coat
so that I do not see the radiation of
her image … and regret.
I said: forget the love verses I
quoted for her from old poetry,
because she does not deserve a
poem even a stolen one …
And I forgot her, ate my fast meal
standing up
I read a chapter of a textbook on our
remote planets,
and wrote, in order to forget her
depiction,
a poem
This poem!

* Mahmoud Darwish , 13 March
1941 – 9 August 2008) was a Palestin-
ian poet and author who was regarded
as the Palestinian national poet.[1] He
won numerous awards for his works.
Darwish used Palestine as a metaphor
for the loss of Eden, birth and resurrec-
tion, and the anguish of dispossession
and exile.   He has been described as
incarnating and reflecting "the tradition
of the political poet in Islam, the man
of action whose action is poetry." He
also served as an editor for several lit-
erary magazines in Israel.

�ÚShe did not come 

She did not come “and she will not
…”, I said
So, I will re-arrange the evening,
as befits my disappointment and her
absence:
I extinguished the candles I lit for
her,
and turned on the regular lights
I drank her wine cup and broke it
I replaced the rapid violin music with
Persian songs
I said: she will not come
I will loosen the elegant tie, this way,
I will be more relaxed
Put on my blue pajamas,
walk barefooted, If I wish.
Sit comfortably cross-legged on her
sofa,
and forget her and forget all absent
things.
I put back what I have prepared for
our celebration
Opened all my windows and cur-
tains.
No secret in my body this night
only what I waited for and lost …
Mocked at myself for cleaning up the
air for her,
perfumed it with drizzles of rose
water and lemon.
She will not come …
I will move the Orchid plant from the
right to the left,

as if both of you are witnessing
what tomorrow is planning for you,
and wait for her…

ring by ring, shine the night for her,
and wait for her…
until the night says to you: no one
exists anymore but the two of you
take her gently, to the death you
desire, and wait for her!

..............................................

Anticipating  

Anticipating gets me a craze think-
ing of the many possibilities:
Perhaps she forgot her small purse
in the train,
she lost my address and the mobile
phone
lost her appetite and said: he is not
destined to get a piece of the light
rain
or perhaps she got preoccupied with
an emergency matter
or a trip towards the south to visit
the sun,
and called, but did not find me in
the morning;
as I went out to buy a Gardenia for
our night
and two bottles of wine
or perhaps she had a disagreement
with the former husband
regarding old memories ,
and swore not to see a man threat-
ening her to make new memories
or perhaps she hit a Taxi in her way
to me
and the planets of her galaxy
switched off,
and she still being treated with seda-
tives and drowsiness
or perhaps she looked in the mirror
before coming out of herself,
detected two large pears vibrating
out of her silk,
sobbed and hesitated:
does anyone deserves my femininity
other than I
or perhaps she crossed,
coincidentally, a former Love that
she has not recovered from,
and joined him to dinner
or perhaps she died,
like me, death falls in love sud-
denly,
and like me, death does not like
anticipating

* Mahmoud Darwish

with a glass inlaid with gemstones,
wait for her…

on a pool around the evening
and among the perfumed roses, wait
for her…

with the patience of a horse
destined for the slopes of the moun-
tains, wait for her…

with a distinctive aesthetic taste of a
prince, wait for her…

with seven pillows stuffed with light
clouds, wait for her…

with the fire of women incense fill-
ing the place, wait for her…

with the scent of a male sandals on
horseback, wait for her…

and do not rush it, if she arrives late
then wait for her…

and if she arrives early, wait for
her…

do not flinch the bird from her braids
and wait for her…

let her sit comfortable as a garden
at the height of its flowers, and wait
for her…

let her breathe this air that is foreign
to her heart,
and wait for her…

to lift her dress from her leg cloud by
cloud
and wait for her…

take her to the balcony
to see a moon soaked in milk, wait
for her…

serve her water, before the wine
and do not glance at the twin par-
tridge sleeping on her chest,
and wait for her…

gently touch her hand as she puts the
glass on the marble,
as if you are carrying the dew on her
behalf , and wait for her…

talk to her as a flute talking to a fear-
ful violin string

A Lesson from Kama Sutra

Arabic poetry
 provision �¿�b�0��
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ink invisible men, time travel, flying
machines and journeys to other planets
are the product of the European or
‘Western’ imagination? Open One Thou-
sand and One Nights – a collection of
folk tales compiled during the Islamic
Golden Age, from the 8th to the 13th cen-
turies CE – and you will find it stuffed
full of these narratives, and more. 
 Western readers often overlook the
Muslim world’s speculative fiction. I use
the term quite broadly, to capture any
story that imagines the implications of
real or imagined cultural or scientific
advances. Some of the first forays into
the genre were the utopias dreamt up dur-
ing the cultural flowering of the Golden
Age. As the Islamic empire expanded
from the Arabian peninsula to capture ter-
ritories spanning from Spain to India, lit-
erature addressed the problem of how to
integrate such a vast array of cultures and
people. The Virtuous City (al-Madina al-
fadila), written in the 9th century by the
scholar Al-Farabi, was one of the earliest
great texts produced by the nascent Mus-
lim civilisation. It was written under the
influence of Plato’s Republic, and envi-
sioned a perfect society ruled by Muslim
philosophers – a template for governance
in the Islamic world.
 As well as political philosophy,
debates about the value of reason were a
hallmark of Muslim writing at this time.
The first Arabic novel, The Self-Taught
Philosopher (Hayy ibn Yaqzan, literally
Alive, Son of Awake), was composed by
Ibn Tufail, a Muslim physician from
12th-century Spain. The plot is a kind of
Arabic Robinson Crusoe, and can be read
as a thought experiment in how a rational
being might learn about the universe with
no outside influence. It concerns a lone
child, raised by a gazelle on a remote
island, who has no access to human cul-
ture or religion until he meets a human
castaway. Many of the themes in the
book – human nature, empiricism, the
meaning of life, the role of the individual

in society – echo the preoccupations of
later Enlightenment-era philosophers,
including John Locke and Immanuel
Kant.
 We also have the Muslim world to
thank for one of the first works of femi-
nist science fiction. The short story
‘Sultana’s Dream’ (1905) by Rokeya Sak-
hawat Hussain, a Bengali writer and acti-
vist, takes place in the mythical realm of
Ladyland. Gender roles are reversed and
the world is run by women, following a
revolution in which women used their sci-
entific prowess to overpower men.
(Foolishly, the men had dismissed the
women’s learning as a ‘sentimental night-
mare’.) The world is much more peaceful
and pleasant as a result. At one point, the
visitor Sultana notices people giggling at
her. Her guide explains:

‘The women say that you look very man-
nish.’
‘Mannish?’ said I, ‘What do they mean by
that?’
‘They mean that you are shy and timid
like men.’
Later, Sultana grows more curious about
the gender imbalance:
‘Where are the men?’ I asked her.
‘In their proper places, where they ought
to be.’
‘Pray let me know what you mean by
“their proper places”.’
‘O, I see my mistake, you cannot know
our customs, as you were never here
before. We shut our men indoors.’

By the early 20th century, speculative fic-
tion from the Muslim world emerged as a
form of resistance to the forces of West-
ern colonialism. For example, Muham-
madu Bello Kagara, a Nigerian Hausa
author, wrote Gan?oki (1934), a novel set
in an alternative West Africa; in the story,
the natives are involved in a struggle
against British colonialism, but in a
world populated by jinns and other mysti-
cal creatures. In the following decades, as
Western empires began to crumble, the
theme of political utopia was often laced
with a certain political cynicism. The
Moroccan author Muhammad Aziz Lah-
babi’s novel The Elixir of Life (Iksir al-
Hayat) (1974), for example, centres on
the discovery of an elixir that can bestow
immortality. But instead of filling society
with hope and joy, it foments class divi-
sions, riots, and the unravelling of the
social fabric.
 An even darker brand of fiction has
emerged from Muslim cultures today.
Ahmed Saadawi’s Frankenstein in Bagh-
dad (2013) reimagines Frankenstein in
modern-day Iraq, among the fallout from
the 2001 invasion. In this retelling, the
monster is created from body parts of dif-
ferent people who have died because of
ethnic and religious violence – and even-
tually goes on a rampage of its own. In
the process, the novel becomes an explo-
ration of the senselessness of war and the
deaths of innocent bystanders. 
 In the United Arab Emirates, Noura Al
Noman’s young adult novel Ajwan

(2012) follows the journey of a young,
amphibious alien as she fights to recapture
her kidnapped son; the book is being made
into a TV series, and touches on themes
including refugees and political indoctrina-
tion. In Saudi Arabia, Ibraheem Abbas and
Yasser Bahjatt’s debut science-fiction
novel HWJN (2013) explores gender rela-
tions, religious bigotry and ignorance, and
offers a naturalistic explanation for the
existence of jinns who reside in a parallel
dimension. 
 The Egyptian writer Ahmad Towfiq’s
bleak novel Utopia (2008), meanwhile,
envisions a gated community in 2023,
where the cream of Egyptian society has
retreated after the country’s wholesale eco-
nomic and social collapse. And in post-
Arab Spring Egypt, the novelist Basma
Abdel Aziz conjures a Kafkaesque world
in The Queue (2016) – a book set in the
aftermath of an unsuccessful uprising, in
which helpless citizens struggle to get by
under the thumb of an absurd and sinister
dictatorship. 
 Speculative fiction is often lumped in
with European Romanticism and read as a
reaction to the Industrial Revolution. But if
this gallop through the centuries of Muslim
endeavour shows anything, it’s that pon-
dering fantastical technologies, imagining
utopian social arrangements, and charting
the blurry boundaries between mind,
machine and animal, are not the sole pre-
serve of the West. 
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An even darker brand of fiction has emerged from Muslim cultures today. Ahmed Saadawi’s Frankenstein in
Baghdad (2013) reimagines Frankenstein in modern-day Iraq, among the fallout from the 2001 invasion. In
this retelling, the monster is created from body parts of different people who have died because of ethnic and
religious violence – and eventually goes on a rampage of its own. In the process, the novel becomes an explo-

ration of the senselessness of war and the deaths of innocent bystanders. 
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‘disproportionate attack’.
 A ‘disproportionate’ attack against
what threat? Amnesty themselves found
‘no information indicating that any of the
men who were in the house were
members of a Palestinian armed group.’
 As Finkelstein assesses and is worth
quoting at length, “‘if Amnesty “has no
information” […] then it was an
intentional attack on civilians and a
civilian object. To invoke ex nihilo, the
possibility [“even if…”] that Palestinian
fighters were inside, and then, on the
basis of this baseless speculation to
pronounce the attack apparently
“disproportionate”, is a cowardly and
shameful dodge.”
 The list goes on: Amnesty continues to
grant Israel this caveat; ‘what if’ there
was a military target. By giving Israel this
benefit of the doubt, Amnesty operated
outside of the law. Based on the evidence
they had gathered, Amnesty should have
concluded that it was beyond reasonable
doubt that Israel deliberately attacked
civilians in the absence of a military
target.
 Just because Finkelstein sharply
criticizes the recent failures of the human
rights community does not mean that he
has given up on them. Rather, his critique
is motivated by his appreciation of their
vital role as sole international advocates
and witnesses of Gaza’s oppression. “
[Human rights reports] have generally
upheld exacting standards of accuracy”,
he writes in the opening pages of his
book, “and they record a ghastly tale of
suffering and misery, on the one hand,
and criminal excess and heartlessness on
the other.”
 Let this transparency not be marred by
cowardice, Finkelstein implores. For
anyone who chooses to read ‘Gaza: An
Inquest into its Martyrdom’ bears witness
to the harrowing Truth and preserves it in
the collective memory.

– Yasmin Ibrahim and I am a British
Palestinian research graduate from King’s
College London and freelance journalist.
She contributed this article to
PalestineChronicle.com. 

completely turned reality upon its head.
 Published January 2011, the ‘Turkel’
report asserted that the victims on the
flotilla were actually hooligan Islamist
aggressors that intended to commit murder
“well before the arrival of the Israeli armed
forces”; so prepared, in fact, that they were
equipped with high-tech glass-marbles and
slingshots.
 No more surprised was Finkelstein with
the UN-panel report on the flotilla raid
published six months after the Israeli
report, whose committee was led by
crooked Columbian ex-president Alvaro
Uribe. Known for his desire to have closer
military relations with Israel, Uribe’s report
goes to such great lengths to vindicate
Israel that, to give one of Finkelstein’s
many examples, it casually “undid the
law”; apparently Gaza was not “occupied”
but its legal status “uncertain”.
 Moreover, the report alleged that the
blockade was not illegal because although
it prevented the entry of essential foods
into Gaza, Israel did not intend by this to
starve the population. Besides, Gaza was
only left a bit hungry.
 For Israel’s makeshift “commission” or
Uribe’s panel to have produced skewed
reports was treacherous but not that
shocking. For Amnesty International and
other human rights organizations to have
stooped to this level (post-Goldstone) felt
to Finkelstein a ‘betrayal’.
 Most scrupulous is Finkelstein in the last
sections of his book in which he elucidates
the repeated strategies used in Amnesty’s
report of Protective Edge to exonerate
Israel. Time and time again when
Amnesty’s own harrowing case studies
pointed incontrovertibly to the conclusion
that Israel deliberately attacked civilians,
the report swerved this conclusion and
delivered a watered-down verdict.
 So plainly and accessibly does
Finkelstein lay out to the reader examples
of this in the Amnesty report. For instance,
when Israel fired missiles into a refugee
camp and killed four family members
including three children, one of which was
10-year old Youssef whose upper half was
blown off, Amnesty declared this a

have committed professional suicide.”
Yet Goldstone did just that: risked
‘commit[ting] professional suicide’ by
recanting in April 2011 in betrayal of
truth, righteousness, and his professional
integrity. In the latter (arguably more
crucial half) of Finkelstein’s section on
the controversial judge, he emphasizes
that Goldstone stood alone in his
recantation.
 Amnesty international, UN experts, not
to mention the other three members of the
Goldstone mission found no basis for his
recantation and expressed mixed
emotions of disappointment and
frustration. Yet there was a shortage of
bewilderment, which is telling of the
suspected conditions under which he
recanted.
 The Goldstone episode marked a
critical juncture in how the human rights
community chose to cover Gaza,
Finkelstein observes, which more or less
shapes the remainder of the book.
 After Goldstone, the human rights
community fell shamefully silent on
Gaza. Notably, where Finkelstein had
read through five substantial Human
Rights Watch (HRW) reports on Cast
Lead in 2009, he was appalled to find that
HRW only published one skeletal, fifteen-
page report on Protective Edge. Fearing
the repercussions of following in
Goldstone’s footsteps, the human rights
community held their tongues.
 Now the US-based Israeli lobby was
more vigilant of those who dared to
commit “lawfare” against Israel, which
Finkelstein defines in his book as the
“outrageous notion that Israel should be
held legally accountable for its crimes.”
 Even so, that the human rights
community proved itself to have so brittle
a backbone when carrying the weight of
Gaza on its shoulders is nothing short of a
disgrace. Behind Finkelstein’s frustration
is an almost tender tone of
disappointment. He expected more from
them.
 Relatively, he was not as surprised at
the whitewashed conclusions of two
reports that were not commissioned by
human rights organizations. As he
discusses in part three of his book, these
two reports evaluate the Israeli raid of a
flotilla in May 2010, which resulted in
the murder of nine of its passengers.
 While these reports were far more
relentless, even, in their exonerations of
Israeli atrocities than the handful of
reports issued by human rights
organizations post-Goldstone, Finkelstein
does not communicate the shock-factor.
After all, what more could he have
expected from a “commission” set up by
the Israeli government in place of human
rights organizations nosying into its
crimes than a mendacious report that

Made notable in the 1980s for combing
through the footnotes of Joan Peters’ ‘From
Time Immemorial’ and exposing her as a
fraudulent plagiarist, Finkelstein remains to
this day unequalled in the scholarly
community for his excruciating attention to
detail; after all, the ‘evil is in the detail’, he
notes in the opening pages of his book.
Self-aware of his fastidiousness,
Finkelstein kindly asks the reader for their
‘infinite patience’ before embarking on a
lengthy and arduous perusal of over a
decade of human rights reports published
after critical events in Gaza’s tragedy. The
sheer density of human rights material
from Israeli, Palestinian and UN sources on
Gaza ‘that could by now fill a medium-
sized library’, Finkelstein approximates,
and which serve as the primary subject
matter of his new book, is overwhelming
but made accessible to the attentive reader.
 Case by grievous case, Finkelstein
reconstructs the harrowing man-made
reality of what has befallen Gaza.
 Finkelstein’s examination of the 595-
page ‘Goldstone Report’ alone takes up the
second of four parts of his book, each
marking a critical episode in Gaza’s
suffering: Operation Cast Lead, the Mavi
Marmara (the flotilla raid) and Operation
Protective Edge.
 In 2009, respected jurist Richard
Goldstone was commissioned by the UN
Human Rights Council to head a mission
investigating all laws breached during
Operation Cast Lead (2008-2009). For all
of the report’s magnitude, its conclusion is
unambiguously clear: the Israeli onslaught
was “a deliberately disproportionate attack
designed to punish, humiliate and terrorize
a civilian population […]”, for which the
report goes on to detail the endless,
egregious cases. By comparison, the
quantity of Hamas’ crimes stood marginal
beside Israel’s.
 Finkelstein centers his discussion of the
‘Goldstone Report’ on the bellowing
barrage of abuse it received from across the
Israeli community. So hot and flustered
were its critics, not because of any well-
founded doubts about its veracity but the
exact opposite. They couldn’t find holes to
pick.
 How could Israeli vocalizers of Israeli
‘hasbara’ (propaganda) ‘credibly play
[their] usual cards’, Finkelstein rhetorically
asks, “anti-Semite,” “self-hating Jew”,
“Holocaust denier” – against Goldstone’; a
self-declared life-long supporter of
Zionism? Why would Goldstone turn his
back on Zionism, sacrifice his credible
social standing in this community and toss
and turn at night anticipating the backlash,
unless he felt obliged to by his
commitment to the law? “The fact was,”
Finkelstein assesses, “he had a choice in
theory only. If Goldstone elected to defend
Israel against the indefensible, he would

Gaza : An Inquest into Its Martyrdom 
Reviewed by Yasmin Ibrahim (Gaza: An Inquest into its Martyrdom. Norman

Finkelstein. January 2018.) Norman Finkelstein’s opening dedication of his
new magnus opus encapsulates his motive: ‘To Gaza, The Truth.’ Finkelstein
is a serious academic who has no patience left for those imposturous ‘truths’
about Gaza that go as far as to turn the victims into perpetrators, which he

also takes great care to dismantle in his book. 
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For Israel, there’s little political cost to killing Palestinians
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Young Houthi militants
sit on the side of a road in

Sanaa. Yemen is
caughtup in ‘a crisis

where people feel like
they have no choice but
to fight to put bread on

the table’ 
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campaigns. Much of the devastation has
been caused by arms sold to Saudi Arabia by
allies such as the UK and US – a move that
officials within Barack Obama’s administra-
tion worried could amount to complicity in
war crimes.  The official UN death toll in the
conflict so far is 10,000. It is widely
acknowledged, however, that malnutrition
and the world’s worst cholera epidemic
caused by the Saudi blockades of Houthi air
and seaports have probably claimed many
more lives. 
 The architect of “Saudi’s Vietnam”, 32-
year-old Crown Prince and Defence Minister
Mohammad bin Salman, is currently on an
international charm offensive with stops in
Cairo, London, Paris and Washington DC. 
 He received a warm welcome from the
British Government: it emerged on Friday,
the last day of the prince’s three-day visit,
that the Kingdom had signed a preliminary
deal to buy 48 new Typhoon fighter jets from
the UK’s BAE Systems for an estimated
£8.4bn. 
 “On the one hand they are over here strik-
ing military deals as well as announcing new
development and humanitarian efforts. On
the other, they are condemning Yemenis to
death with these new measures at a very criti-
cal time for the Yemeni population,” said
Sherine El Taraboulsi-McCarthy, a research
fellow at the Overseas Development Insti-
tute. “Kicking Yemenis out shows how all
the aid and reform promises are just a image-
polishing exercise so they can carry on as
normal on the ground.”
 The Saudi embassies in Beirut and London
as well as Riyadh’s Centre for International
Communications were contacted for com-
ment on this story but did not respond.

coalition of Yemeni soldiers, tribal forces
local to the exiled Yemeni government and
Saudi and UAE troops. Al-Qaeda and
Isis’s Yemeni branches offer similar remu-
neration.  A 20-year-old injured Houthi
prisoner of war The Independent met in
government-loyal Marib province last
year said he thought when he signed up
he’d be fighting Americans and Israelis. 
 “They said I’d be protecting Yemenis,
not fighting them. They said the Ameri-
cans were coming and they were going to
try and change things,” he said, wincing
through the pain of his bandaged arm and
leg. 
 A prominent Yemeni businessman resi-
dent in Saudi Arabia said that over the last
two years he has been forced to let 4,000
Yemeni construction workers go thanks to
the economic squeeze facing the Kingdom
and changes to the permit system making
it harder to retain foreign workers. 
 He was troubled by his decision to fire
compatriots, knowing that their prospects
were bleak: due to the conflict Yemenis
should arguably be able to claim asylum
as refugees, but Saudi Arabia is not a sig-
natory of the 1951 UN Refugee Conven-
tion. 
 Conversations with departing employ-
ees did not improve matters, he told The
Independent in a recent interview in the
Red Sea city of Jeddah. 
 “Migrant workers here are deeply suspi-

thought to live in Saudi Arabia and remit-
tances sent home by workers abroad are a
lifeline for their families. Three-quarters
of the 22 million-strong population has
become reliant on aid to survive since the
conflict began and eight million people
now live on the brink of famine in the
world’s worst humanitarian disaster.  
That money drying up “could destroy
Yemen”, said Farea al-Muslimi, a Yemeni
non-resident fellow at London’s Chatham
House. “It will be worse than the war.”
 In a country where GDP reached a
record low of £515 in 2016 and has only
decreased since, the prospect of steady
wages has already led thousands of men
with little desire or understanding of the
reasons for the violence to join a fighting
side. “The declaration from Mohammed
Ali al-Houthi was really scary,” said Fai-
zah al-Sulimani, who left Yemen for Saudi
Arabia in 2015 and works on aid projects
remotely. 
“We haven’t had salaries paid in Yemen
for two years. It’s already caused a crisis
where people feel like they have no choice
but to fight to put bread on the table,” she
said. “I personally know five young men
who were students in other countries and
got deported and joined the Houthis and
other militias like the Southern Transi-
tional Council. It’s very frustrating.”
 Houthi fighters are paid $100 (£72) a
month to defend the front lines against a

As a result of reforms to Saudi labour laws
designed to tackle the country’s high levels
of unemployment, hundreds of thousands of
illegal migrant workers have been deported
from the Kingdom since November last year.
 Saudi Arabia’s economic overhaul is des-
perately needed, but could be having a dan-
gerous unforeseen effect.  
Forced back to a country in the grip of a
humanitarian crisis and with no economic
prospects, it is feared thousands of deported
Yemenis could be picking up guns to join
the Houthis or al-Qaeda, who see the influx
of jobless young men as a prime recruitment
opportunity. 
 Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman,
who is spearheading the Vision 2030
reforms designed to modernise the country
and wean it off its reliance on oil, has previ-
ously described the jobs of foreign workers
as “reserves” he could give to Saudi nation-
als “at any time of my choosing”.
 According to statistics from the Saudi
interior ministry, 65 per cent of those
deported recently are Yemeni – which means
a total of 100,000 have already been sent
home, and 130,000 more await a similar
fate.
 Accurate figures are impossible to come
by, but estimates given by several sources
for this story were usually that around 10 per
cent of the 100,000 returnees so far could
have joined a fighting force. 
 One million Yemenis are currently

cious of the Saudis. They live in the broken
kafala [employment sponsorship] system,
they are treated like they are second-class.
 “Poorly educated people also widely
believe the Saudis are secretly in line with
the US and Israel and the Trump administra-
tion is not helping that image either. After
living here for a while they start to think the
Houthis have a point.”
 The move to deport workers without valid
papers and hike the cost of residency per-
mits for those who remain has precedent: in
2013 a similar crackdown on foreign labour-
ers led to an exodus of 655,000 people back
to Yemen. 
 The decision is widely believed to have
exacerbated the already fragile Yemeni
economy’s woes and impacted the failed
attempts at a national dialogue to stabilise
the country after President Ali Abdullah
Saleh stepped down during the Arab Spring.
 Most analysts agree that another Saudi
purge of one million Yemeni workers in
1990, motivated by the Sanaa government’s
support for Saddam Hussein’s invasion of
Kuwait, also helped cause economic chaos
that was a contributing factor to Yemen’s
last civil war in 1994. 
 Riyadh has been repeatedly condemned
by humanitarian groups over its involve-
ment in Yemen’s current conflict.
 The Saudi-led military coalition of Arab
countries propping up the exiled Yemeni
government against the Iranian-backed Hou-
this in control of the capital is accused of
failing to take adequate precautions to avoid
unnecessary loss of civilian life in bombing

Yemen civil war: Saudi expulsion of Yemeni workers swells Houthi ranks
Welcome home to the labourers returning from Saudi Arabia. You still have a job: defending the nation on our�Œ
military bases.”  So declared Mohammed Ali al-Houthi, the head of the Houthi rebels’ de facto government, in a
recent al Thawra newspaper article published in Sanaa. It barely seems possible, but Yemen – a country that has

come apart at the seams since the outbreak of civil war three years ago – is facing a new crisis. 
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icy, not the rules of liberal world order.
 Former Secretary of State Dean
Rusk once had the temerity to say that
foreign policy was partly a mean, dirty
back alley struggle.
 This is certainly true for security
and human rights, where Washington
has long espoused the high mora-legal
ground while it engaged in ruthless
power politics. Sometimes it was just
indifferent to atrocities, without a cal-
culated geo-political rationale.
 In so far as the quest for a liberal
world order is concerned, Washington
does indeed support liberal economics
of various sorts most of the time
(which should not be confused with
equitable economics). 
 But when it comes to the other two
pillars of the desired global regime,
the record is mixed at best. Our pre-
sumed liberal world order has been
more about liberal economics and pur-
suing wealth than about liberal politics
and protecting most human rights.
 Trump has been crude and unpol-
ished about endorsing illiberal trends.
But the trends were already there. Will
an enlightened Congress push back
effectively? Will other “steward
states” or “good Samaritan states” like
Canada or Germany fill the moral
void?  Stay tuned.

* DAVID FORSYTHE : David P. Forsythe is Emeri-
tus Professor in the Department of Political Science,
University of Nebraska, and the co-author with
Patrice McMahon of the recently published book,
American Exceptionalism Reconsidered: U.S. For-
eign Policy, Human Rights, and World Order.

the record of the deep state might be; the
first Gulf of Tonkin incident in 1964
occurred in the context of clandestine
US attacks on the North Vietnamese
coast (the second claimed incident about
North Vietnamese attacks on US naval
vessels in supposedly international
waters may have never occurred). It has
taken decades to sort through various
US misrepresentations about Vietnam
alone.
 In terms of the economy, the United
States has been relatively supportive of
liberal economics—meaning private
property and private (if regulated) mar-
kets. 
 It has even joined the World Trade
Organization (WTO), the most impor-
tant international organization with the
authority to pass authoritative judgment
on US public policy. True, the WTO has
no enforcement authority. But various
US trade policies have been overturned
by the WTO dispute panels. It is remark-
able that Trump, for all his rantings
about unfair trade agreements, has not
gone after the WTO full bore.
 One might note in passing that during
the Cold War the United States did sup-
port autocratic socialists in places like
Yugoslavia and Romania. And at the
time of Nixon’s 1971 opening to China
the latter was also of that nature. 
 Of course the US goal in all three
cases was to weaken the Soviet Union
and support the independence of its crit-
ics—even if of the authoritarian socialist
variety. Power struggles explain US pol-

 This is merely a sample of the
record, stressing atrocities or truly
gross violations. To be sure, there was
limited progress on some human rights
issues because of US leadership or
support: after 1991 there was a renais-
sance in international criminal justice,
much attention to a broader transi-
tional justice, sporadic UN peacekeep-
ing as authorized by the UN Security
Council to try to protect civilians in
conflict areas, and more. However, in
all these cases the United States
always exempted itself from the inter-
national rules it endorsed for others.
 It refused to cooperate with the
International Criminal Tribunal for the
Former Yugoslavia regarding possible
war crimes by NATO pilots in the
bombing of Serbia during 1999. It
refused to ratify the Rome Statute of
the International Criminal Court. And
so on.
 Furthermore, when Washington
gave attention to human rights abroad,
it was often in the name of a unilateral
emphasis on American values and a
self-identification as the best hope for
mankind, not because of support for
the international version of human
rights.
 On the security side, especially dur-
ing the Cold War, the United States
was like the Soviet Union, or various
governments in developing nations, in
that each did what power allowed
rather than respect the international
rules against aggression and interven-
tion in domestic affairs.
 From elections in Italy to those in El
Salvador, the US intervened to
advance the fortunes of right center
political parties.
 It cooperated with the British in the
1953 overthrow of Mossadeq in Iran
and the return of the Shah. It encour-
aged the 1973 overthrow of Allende in
Chile. The list of such US interven-
tions is long and includes the 1965
intervention in the Dominican Repub-
lic for political purposes, not the prof-
fered saving of American lives.
 Even after the Cold War, the United
States invaded Iraq in 2003 under false
pretentions and without UN approval.
That was overt. One is never sure what

 He has emphasized an American first,
mercantilist approach to international
economics while vociferously attacking
the past effects of economic globaliza-
tion. And he has seemingly threatened
the first use of force against North
Korea while suggesting the relevance of
military options concerning Venezuela.
 These and other statements are inde
worrying to those interested in a humane
and equitable world order. Of no less
concern are actions consistent with
Trump’s stated intentions, such as trying
to hollow out the State Department
while increasing the budget of the Pen-
tagon, trying to delay or deny safe asy-
lum to refugees fleeing persecution and
violence, endorsing various strong men
abroad without regard to defective
elections, attacking the idea of the
United Nations while reducing funding
to a number of its component parts, and
more.
 owever, we should be clear eyed
about the fact that the US led quest for a
liberal world order from 1945 until now
was always more aspiration than reality. 
 The United States itself—the sup-
posed hegemon and guardian of a rules
based order—often violated the rules it
professed. This was especially so
regarding the rules for human rights and
security. The United States under both
Democratic and Republican presidents
showed relatively strong support only
for the rules endorsing private property
and free trade, but even on that issue
there were some deviations.
 Trump’s statements and policies are
not altogether different from the realities
of the pre-Trump record—what has been
lost under Trump is mainly the hope for
a better world.
 During the Cold War and even after
1991, the United States was repeatedly
involved in gross violations of human
rights around the world. It contributed to
mass murder in Indonesia in the mid-
1960s, supported murderous govern-
ments in places like Guatemala after
1954 and Chile in the Pinochet era,
adopted the Phoenix program of politi-
cal murder and torture in the Vietnam
war, knew about but turned a blind eye
to genocide at the 1971 birth of Bangla-
desh and in 1994 in Rwanda.

Openglobalrights:Trump’s
threats to a liberal world
order are not entirely new
DAVID FORSYTHE  -  The election of Donald J. Trump as the
president of the United States has led to great concern about the
quest for a liberal world order—a rules-based order featuring 1)

universal human rights, 2) private property and free trade, and 3)
non-aggression and non-intervention.  Trump’s statements have

cast doubt on the future of each of these three pillars. He has stated
that the human rights record of others is not a US concern while
indicating he would like to bring back waterboarding of certain
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How to Help Your Child Achieve
Balance in Today’s Digital World

Carol Martora1

For the first time in history we are preparing children for a future we cannot clearly describe.
Technology is an integral part of their lives. Today’s students, otherwise known as digital
natives, are the first generation to grow up completely surrounded by technology, using com-
puters, video games, iPods, cell phones, internet, email, etc. As a result, they will spend less
than 5,000 hours of their life reading, but over 10,000 hours playing video games and over
20,000 hours watching TV. Children and youth use 4-5 times the recommended amount of
technology, on average spending nearly 7.5 hours each day staring at a screen. This is up 20%
from five years ago. Their brains think and process information differently than we do, thriv-
ing on instant gratification and frequent rewards, preferring games to serious work.
 Today’s parents, teachers, even grandparents, however, are considered digital immigrants
and some of us are better than others at adapting to the constant deluge of new technology.
We tend to turn to the internet second, rather than first, as a source of information. We still
read user manuals rather than letting a program teach itself and some of us are even reluctant
to learn and use new technology at all. Digital immigrant educators are struggling to teach a
population that speaks an entirely new language, because as with any immigrants, a language
learned later in life is much more difficult.

brain

Before we really look at how to provide a balanced lifestyle for our children, we need to
understand what children need in their lives for optimal brain development. While not exclu-
sive, it is of the utmost importance that children have the opportunity to experience unstruc-
tured play, boredom, and multi-sensory learning as well as appropriate amounts of sleep.
 Unstructured play is open-ended, often creative and improvised. It is very process oriented
as children are not playing for the sole purpose of creating anything. Most creative play takes
place outside of direct adult supervision and has no specific learning objectives. It involves
exploring, building, pretending – really whatever and wherever their imagination takes them.
The best place for this unstructured play to take place is outdoors as this provides more oppor-
tunities for exploration and creativity through all its movable parts – sticks, rocks, dirt, leaves,
trees to climb, etc.
 unstructured-playUnstructured play supports the development of intellectual and cognitive
growth, emotional intelligence, initiative, and confidence. In addition, problem solving skills,
which are one of the highest executive functions we all need to develop to be successful
human beings, are nurtured. Unstructured play gives children a sense of freedom and control,
allowing them to develop self-discipline. They learn about themselves, what they like and
don’t like, and are able to make mistakes without feeling the pressure of failure. TV viewing,
on the other hand, actually encourages the need and desire to be entertained by someone else
rather than having an interest in discovery and exploration.
 Boredom.  What if your children don’t want unstructured play time? What if they say they
are bored? This could be a direct result of parents being too concerned about scheduling all of
their child’s available time into something structured, leaving no time for independent explo-
ration. However, overscheduling children is unnecessary and could ultimately keep children
from discovering what really interests them. What we need to do is ask them if they have
Been creative, had Outside playtime, Read a Book, Exercised 20 minutes, and Done some-
thing helpful. 

To read the rest of the article go to : http://montessorilonggrove.org/
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for. True figures are expected to rival those
AP uncovered. While the death penalty
offers a temporary fix from the government’s
perspective, it does not ease the problem of
ballooning prison populations that the gov-
ernment is wrestling with. “Access,” another
problem Salihy highlights, “is not granted [by
the federalist government] for terrorism-
related offences” on the basis that it “affects
the integrity of the investigation.”
 Overcrowding, as Fadhel Gharwari, a
member of Iraq’s parliament-appointed
human rights commission, told AP, could be
resolved through the appointment of more
investigators. Lack of resources, as Salihy has
noted  “is no excuse.”
 As numbers swell, the trickier control of
large prison populations becomes, as the tale
of Camp Bucca that spawned the earliest ISIS
recruits lives to tell. Inmate-led recruitment in
that facility, which housed upward of 20,000
detainees, was an outcome that was detecta-
ble from the onset of their incarceration.
Many fear that conditions that allow for a
repeat of those mistakes are being nurtured
by incompetence and an over-reliance on
death penalties.
 US Coast Guard Lieutenant-Commander
Vasilios Tasikas wrote in 2009 that “100,000
detainees have passed through American-run
detention centres in Iraq since the inception
of the war” but lessons are waiting to be
learned.
 In 2009, 14,000 detainees languished in
US-managed prisons, having fallen from
26,000 in 2007, at the height of Iraq’s sectar-
ian conflict.
 Like an infectious disease, numbers rise.
Pressure from bodies such as Amnesty Inter-
national has shown promising results in
which prisoners who have not faced trial
were released.
 Problems of torture, illegal detention and
extrajudicial killings have been passed down
from one administration to another and Prime
Minister Haider al-Abadi has demonstrated
neither the will nor ability to bring each to an
end.
 Reform, when promised but unrealised,
can be read as a cruel joke to those who suf-
fer directly beneath it, when pro-death advo-
cates remain undisputed wielders of power.
Many say they are not asking for leniency but
are calling for justice to be non-negotiable.

* Nazli Tarzi is an independent journalist, whose writings and
films focus on Iraq’s ancient history and contemporary politi-
cal scene.

examination of Iraq’s legal proceedings and
court verdicts, among other problems, to smash
the wall of silence keeping international criti-
cism of Iraq’s procedural posture in handling
political prisoners at bay.
 Death sentences act as an expression of
power, especially when built around the nor-
mative judgments of presiding judges, agents
or secret informants whose identities the gov-
ernment claims to protect. Among the tallest
barriers in the way of reform is the govern-
ment’s zero-tolerance strategy of officials who
oppose death sentences. Coercive strategies by
a coalition of cross-party MPs in 2015 forced
Iraq’s acting President Fuad Masum to renege
on his refusal to ratify 100 death sentences in
2015.
 Liberation has only amplified the problem.
Sweeping arrests have become particularly rife
in areas freed three years since the incursion of
the Islamic State (ISIS), Amnesty Interna-
tional’s Iraq campaigner and researcher Razaw
Salihy said by phone from Beirut, pointing to a
line of actors — Iraqi, Kurdish and Popular
Mobilisation Forces.
 Quarantined prisoners are held anywhere
between “15 days to 3 or 5 months” and
exceedingly high numbers “were taken and
never seen again” Salihy said. “We had people
held on death row in Nasiriyah for 12 years
and 8 years, totally forgotten,” she said with
reference to the city’s infamous prison facility.
 The picture that emerges is one of legal
indeterminacy over the status and identity of
those held captive. The issue of disappeared
persons, Salihy said, was a problem that came
up in almost every camp across the nine gov-
ernorates in which Amnesty International con-
ducted field research. The missing are “usually
of fighting age,” she said, “as young as 13 in
Nineveh and some as young as 9 from Anbar.”
Salihy recalled accounts in which families saw
their men separated, “marched away and fired
at.”  It seems that what can be gleaned from
the AP’s report is an impartial picture;
obscured by the thousands of men unaccounted

* Nazli Tarzi  -   The mention of the��
notorious Abu Ghraib prison brings up
searing memories that critics say mirror the
moral bankruptcy and convulsive violence
exercised by local governments and inter-
ventionists in Iraq. Comparing today’s con-
text of torture, critics add, to the decrepit
and lurid acts that US troops performed on
Iraqi inmates renders Abu Ghraib a breeze.
 Four months following the Iraqi govern-
ment’s victory announcement against the
Islamic State (ISIS), prison cells and hov-
els are filling fast with suspected ISIS
fighters, sympathisers and alleged opera-
tives whose fast-track death sentences one
month ahead of elections are raising eye-
brows.
 Human rights organisations accuse Iraq
of conducting sham trials and accepting
forced confessions as evidence to demon-
strate guilt in Iraqi courts.
 Damning evidence reported by the Asso-
ciated Press in the form of spreadsheets
that catalogue the names of almost 28,000
terror suspects was used to calculate stupe-
fying numbers of inmates held on terror
charges. The running total, AP concluded,
stands at 19,000 — almost half of whom
(8,861) were arrested in 2013. Those
assigned the death sentence number about
3,000.
 The intelligence arm of Iraq’s Interior
Ministry was mentioned for detaining
11,000 suspects. The depth of Iran’s reach
into ministerial ranks, however, casts doubt
on the ministry’s judicial autonomy and its
foremost priority — hunting down
“suspected” elements belonging to the for-
mer Saddam regime.
 At the highest levels of power, fast-
tracked death sentences, enhanced interro-
gation and outright barbarity in the form of
torture have been condoned as policies
necessary to rid Iraq from terrorism.
 In 2007, British officers mistakenly
stormed the office of an Iraqi government
intelligence agency, uncovering 30 prison-
ers that, contrary to tip-offs, were not al-
Qaeda operatives and whose bodies bore
fresh markings of torture.
 As a leading pro-death penalty propo-
nent, former Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki
expressed great outrage about the actions
of the British government but no remorse
over the dirty secret Britain’s raid revealed.
AP’s findings, therefore, force a re-
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� �̈ �̈ 2̈019 �5�D�P 1500 V8 First��
Drive Review - New pickup

has mor everything
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz.– Alex Kierstein – There's a lot
going on with the 2019 Ram 1500: inside, outside,
out back, and under the hood. New engine options —
two of which feature 48-volt eTorque assistance for
extra grunt — and lots of attitude-heavy trims. But
our first experience with the '19 Ram is focused on
the totality of the truck experience — taking a step
back, a deep breath of desert air, and soaking it all in.
Ram is staking out a fascinating niche in an
incredibly competitive segment. More than anything,
this is a very comfortable truck, and that's exactly
what it needs to be. Remember, Ram ditched leaf
springs for coil springs 10 years ago, figuring a
smoother ride outweighed the cost. That didn't make
it less truckish, since capabilities also increased. And
the same goes here: The suspension geometry is
tweaked even further, giving it better control over
speed bumps in the Phoenix suburbs as well as the
desert washes, guarded by saguaro sentinels. Lest
you think this means the 1500 gives up anything on
its predecessor, properly equipped the '19 can tow up
to 12,700 pounds. Yes, with the 1500 ... not a dual-
axle, heavier-grade 3500 or something. Maximum
payload is up to 2,320 pounds, too — although that
rating is only for a 3.6L 4x2 with a 3.55 rear end.
 There's got to be a tradeoff, right? Maybe Ram
pinched the interior to save weight. Nope — both the
Quad and Crew cabs are bigger. The Crew Cab
grows more, though, with 4 extra inches of extra
wheelbase finding its way into the massive space
behind the front seats — there's 45.2 inches of
legroom back there, which is about 5 inches more
than before.
 This process of critically assessing the Ram,
looking for clues that something was worse or amiss,
simply came up empty. The only area the 1500
seems to show weakness is in pricing — generally
it's more expensive across the board, by a few
hundred dollars, although some of that is offset by
favorable options packaging or additional content.
And, of course, with increased complexity there's the
potential for higher running costs down the road —
something we can't evaluate until these trucks have
been on the road for years.
Back to the present: The conclusion we came to is
that Ram simply invested in multiple areas in this
truck. A bit of the cost is passed onto the buyer, but
not as much as you'd think. To translate from
beancounter: Pay a little bit more, get a lot more.
This does extend to virtually every Ram in the range,
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but on our trip to Arizona there
were only three significant
versions available, and all had the
exact same powertrain: a 5.7-liter
V8 without the eTorque 48-volt
electric assist system, good for
395 horsepower and 410 pound-
feet of torque, and backed up by a

ZF-supplied eight-speed automatic
transmission — a carryover from
the previous generation. No
eTorques were available, period.
We drove a Big Horn 4x4 equipped
with the Sport appearance package
on the road, a Rebel off-road, and
spent a bit of time poking around a

single Limited 4x4 on-site. We
have enough to say about the way
the basic '19 Ram 1500 works
with the familiar Hemi V8 as a
whole, and we'll drive the
eTorque engines soon enough.
.>>Read the rest of this article.
www.autoblog.com
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