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Aaa\laall\g daanall caXgsinll adal
Dine - In and Carryout We Cater All Occasions

313- -427-8424

WE DELIVER NO MINIMUM

Hours 8 am‘ - 11pm 7 Days a We'ek
www.shishpalacerestaurant.com

13277 Michigan Ave, Dearborn, Ml 48126




3 August 2017 -Volume : 5 - 188 :56 :uall — Lowolall &l = o YAV ulaiid]

agdl g5 aIARAB AMERICAN TODAY gupellalsa  www ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET

PREMIER
MEDICINE

YOUR MEDICAL HOME
S\eyp dil o=y o

Sl ¢ 1997 e o
MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Oleautdis et / 598 AT 1 55020
Dr.Nabil Suliman

Board certified Internal Medicine

) caobanll palall jGapill

Golsa Shahkar M.D JLSsd Ludes / yaiSad|

Alfredo Navarp PAC  g,Lad 9 iy sad! 5eiSati
SKILLED DOCTORS THAT SPEAK
ARABIC & ENGLISH & SPANISH
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TO BETTER SERVE YOU
WE MOVED TO NEW BUILDING

HOURS
MON- FRI / 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
SAT/ 10:00 am 4:00 pm
ol fold (B LI Liadge B LDg)y9) oY
9824 Conant Hamtramck,MI 48212

(3 13) -843-6375

Fremier MEDICINE
etk Jou =

9550 DIX , Street Dearborn, VMl 48120
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313-409-9541
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yahoo.com

THE INTERNATIONAL
MAGAZINE OF
ARAB AMERICANS

INDEPENDENT ARAB
AMERICAN MAGAZINE
PUBLISHED BY THE ARAB
AMERICAN MEDIA &
CULTURE & HERITAGE CENTER
DEARBORN-MICHIGAN
U.S.A

All articles, opinions and
letters are sent in the name
of the editor And do not
necessarily express the
opinion of the newspaper or
the center. Contact the
advertiser in the Arab
American Today Magazine
please call:

313- 409-9541
""""""" Addressiogd
Historic Schaefer

13530 Michigan Ave
Dearborn MI 48126 - suite 327
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* WE ACCEPT ALL TYPES OF
INSURANCE

* 30% SENIOR DISCOUNT

* FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE

* FREE DELIVERY

* GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES

* FULL LINE OF OVER-THE-COUNTER
MEDICATIONS
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OIL CHANGES

FOR THE LIFE OF YOUR NEW OR
CERTIFIED PRE OWNED NISSANT

scheduled maintenance. Ve
imited oil ¢ "l.ﬂngr—-b are

GHEGK Ol.l'l' OUH

SERVICE DEPT.!

ALL NISSAN OWNERS
RECEIVE A FREE OIL CHANGE
ON YOUR FIRST VISIT!

We’re Here For You!

For Your Convenience Our Sales
Department Is Open Mon-Fri
9am-9pm! Open Sat 9am-6pm!

EXPRESS SERVICE
OPEN SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS!

No Appointment Necessary.
7 Days a Week!
M-F 7-9, Sat 7-6
SUNDAY Express Hours 9-4

Qil changes
T chased at

24501 Michigan Ave., Dearborn, Ml

1-844-447-8346

www.AllProNissanOfDearborn.com
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Buthaina al-Raimi is
the only survivor of
her family who died
in the massacre of the

Saudi aggression in
Atan district August
23, 2017.

Saudi-led airstrikes on Yemen Sanaa kills and injures
at least 38 civilians including children and women

The massacre came as the UN issued a
sharp rebuke towards a Saudi-led coali-
tion over its bombing campaign

At least 16 people have been killed
and 22 others injured by Saudi-led air
strikes on Faj Attan area on the outskirts
of the Yemeni capital Sanaa, according
to local sources, rescuers and witnesses

Eight children and four women were
among those who killed in the overnight
attack on a residential district, rescue
workers said

At least three houses in the Faj Attan
area on the outskirts of the city were hit
by the strikes, all but reducing them to

rubble, local sources and witnesses told
Khabar Agency The worst-hit house in
Friday's attack in Fag Attan was a three-
story building occupied by at least three
families. Mohammed al-Rimi and his
wife lived on the first floor with their
six children. A brother-in-law was visit-
ing. They all perished, except one child

Mohammed's brother, Ali Nasr al-
Rimi told Associated Press he was
speaking with him on the phone when
the airstrikes started

We heard the first, second and third
explosion, then after the forth blast, the
line was cut," he said. "I was so afraid, I

rushed to the house. I couldn't recognize
the place For hours, he said he had been
retrieving the bodies of his brother's
family, "all torn into pieces." One of his
brother's children survived, three-year-
old Bothina. Her leg was smashed by a
huge chunk of cement, Ali Nasr al-Rimi
told Associated Press

Another relative sat by in shock,
helplessly watching bulldozers remov-
ing rubble and searching for more bod-
ies. The death toll was expected to rise

Nagasaki Sanaa

Fajj Atan, located southwest of the
capital Sana'a and surrounded by sev-
eral residential neighborhoods, was
bombed by airstrikes several times, the
most violent of which was the attack in
late April 2015, with rockets, hollow
bombs and internationally banned
weapons - Yemenis described it as Nag-
asaki Sanaa - that caused a humanitar-
ian disaster and destroyed the area and
revived it into ruin

Hundreds of residents of the area
were killed and more than 600 civilians
were injured. Houses and buildings
were turned into rubble

An independent investigation

The massacre came as the UN issued a
sharp rebuke towards Saudi Arabia and
its allies over the bombing campaign on
Yemen, demanding an independent
investigation into air strikes on a Sanaa
hotel this week that killed dozens of
people

The UN has said 58 civilians were
killed in Yemen in the week up to
Thursday, including 42 by the Saudi-led
coalition

UN human rights spokeswoman Liz
Throssell said: We remind all parties to
the conflict, including the coalition, of
their duty to ensure full respect for
international humanitarian law

Last week a draft UN report accused
the coalition of killing hundreds of chil-
dren in Yemen

The report, which has yet to be made
public and could still be changed, esti-
mated that 51 per cent of all child
deaths and injuries in Yemen last year
were the result of the Saudi-led military
operation. It said the death toll was
unacceptably high

Western governments, including the
US and the UK, have also faced criti-
cism for providing logistical support
and political backing to the nine-nation
coalition. British companies have con-
tinued to sell weapons to Saudi Arabia
despite growing concern about civilian
casualties

DH.
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« Accounting - CPA * Immigration Services
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* Business Consulting Amin Ali: 313-995-1754
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313-846-1997
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MID-EAST GROCERIES,FRUITS & VEGETABLES

i 313-584-5849

14301 Ford Rd. Dearborn, MI 48126

129718 cMichigan cAve.
Dearborn, VIl 487126

Tel: 313.582.8400
Fax: 313.582.8405

www. LaShishRestaurant.com

Lets Cater Your Next Event

SOUTHWEST
FUNDING

31000 Northwestern Hwy Ste 210
Farmington Hills, MI 48334
NMLS 129885

U5 248-841-4000 >
& 877-577-2256 ;‘5
\

(] 313-247-4844
52 adohaini@southwestfunding.com

“Alex Dohaini
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Loan Originator /Branch Manager
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provision g

From Exile to Exile

Abdullah Al-Baradouni

My country is handed over from one
tyrant to the next,

a worse tyrant; from one prison to
another,

from one exile to another.

It is colonised by the observed
invader and the hidden one;
handed over by one beast to two
like an emaciated camel.

In the caverns of its death

my country neither dies

nor recovers. It digs

in the muted graves looking

for its pure origins

for its springtime promise

that slept behind its eyes

for the dream that will come

for the phantom that hid.

It moves from one overwhelming
night to a darker night.

My country grieves

in its own boundaries

and in other people's land

and even on its own soil

suffers the alienation

of exile.

Not A Star

Adonis

Neither a star,

nor a prophet's inspiration,

nor a face praying to the moon, is Mih-
yar.

sk ok

Here he comes

like a pagan spear,
invading the land of letters,
bleeding

and raising to the sun

his bleeding.

skokok

Here he is,
wearing the nakedness of stone
and praying to the caves.

$kk

Here he is,
cuddling the light Earth.

Songs of Mihyar the Damamscene
Selected and translated by : Kamal Abu-Deeb
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A Single Nose

Fatima Naoot

A tea set

Of many cups

With its noise and clouds of steam
The clinking of spoons against rims
after dissolving the sugar

Differs

From a silent, single

Cup

Wearily waiting on the edge of an
antique writing desk

For a sad lady

To arrive in a moment.

Clouds of steam

(they differ when they rise from many
cups or from a single one)

Carry the flavour of delicious Indian
leaves

Collected,

Dried,

Packed and shipped by many hands
To by drunk

By others.

The hiss of steam
Becomes louder

Than the noise of noses
Sitting round a sizable set
On an oval table

In the middle of the room.

Whereas, from a single cup

A thin thread of steam climbs

In silence,

Weakly,

Wearily seeking the nose of a lady
Nobody visits.

Translated by Kees Nijland

Song of the Soul

Gibran Khalil Gibran

In the depth of my soul there is

A wordless song - a song that lives
In the seed of my heart.

It refuses to melt with ink on
Parchment; it engulfs my affection
In a transparent cloak and flows,
But not upon my lips.

*kk

How can I sigh it? I fear it may
Mingle with earthly ether;

To whome shall I sing it? It dwells
In the house of my soul, in fear of
Harsh ears.

kokok

When I look into my inner eyes
I see the shadow of its shadow;
When I touch my fingertips

I feel its vibrations.

skokok

The deeds of my hands heed its

@sdl 15 aJIARAB AMERICAN TODAY uyell alsa

Presence as a lake must reflect

The glittering stars; my tears

Reveal it, as bright drops of dew
Reveal the secret of a withering rose.

*ok sk

It is a song composed by contemplation,
And published by silence,

And shunned by clamour,

And folded by truth,

And repeated by dreams,

And understood by love,

And hidden by awakening,

And sung by the soul.

sfesksk

It is the song of love;

What Cain or Esau could sing it?
seokok

It is more fragrant than jasmine;
What voice could enslave it?

seokok

It is heartbound, as a virgin's secret;
What string could quiver it?

seosksk

Who dares unite the roar of the sea
And the singing of the nightingale?
Who dares compate the shrieking tempest
To the sigh of an infant?

Who dares speak aloud the words
Intended for the heart to speak?
What human dares sing in voice
The song of God?

Ahmad Shawqi

0O’ God !

I wander all day and pine through time,
And seek some comfort in my rhyme.
The noblest of thymes overflow with
love,

The sweetest line - the musical and pure -
Are written down for the heart as a cure.
Men turn as they pay to the holy place;
To Laila’s home I turn my face.

Twice people say their prayers at dawn;
When I think of her’

I know not the times I repeat my own,
Laila hid behind a crowd;

Her lip betrayed a smile,

Like the break of morn,

Or the sun as it shone.

Her sweet breath filled the air,

Made perfumed roses seem less fair.

A shiver ran through my form

From head to toe

As though my eye had met her own.
Let’s love:

All men are mortal but love never dies:
Laila and I loved with young eyes:

Our love story which is now alive,

To our successors will continue to sur-
vive.

Generations of men will die and go past,
But our true love will forever last.
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Technology lessly. The major tech companies promise

that this future means a world of fewer tech-
nological distractions and more balance, as
the physical and digital world become the
same thing. You decide how you feel about
that.

The really crazy future

Still, all those decade-plus investments in
the future still rely on gadgetry that you
have to wear, even if it's only a pair of
glasses. Some of the craziest, most forward-
looking, most unpredictable advancements
go even further — provided you're willing
to wait a few extra decades, that is.

This week, we got our first look at Neu-
ralink, a new company cofounded by Musk
with a goal of building computers into our
brains by way of "neural lace," a very early-
stage technology that lays on your brain and
bridges it to a computer. It's the next step
beyond even that blending of the digital and
physical worlds, as human and machine
become one.

Assuming the science works — and lots
of smart people believe that it will — this is

Businessinside : The smartphone is eventually going
to die, and then things are going to get really crazy

‘@)

People think of the iPhone and the smartphones it inspired as revolutionary devices — small enough to carry
everywhere, hefty enough to handle an increasingly large number of daily tasks, and packed full of the right mix of

Matt Weinberger

One day, not too soon — but still sooner
than you think — the smartphone will all
but vanish, the way beepers and fax
machines did before it.

Make no mistake: We're still probably at
least a decade away from any kind of
meaningful shift away from the smart-
phone. (And if we're all cyborgs by 2027,
I'll happily eat my words. Assuming we're
still eating at all, I guess.)

Yet, piece by piece, the groundwork for
the eventual demise of the smartphone is
being laid by Elon Musk, Microsoft, Face-
book, Amazon, and a countless number of
startups that still have a part to play.

And, let me tell you: If and when the
smartphone does die, that's when things
are going to get really weird for every-
body. Not just in terms of individual prod-
ucts but in terms of how we actually live
our everyday lives and maybe our human-
ity itself.

Here's a brief look at the slow, ceaseless
march toward the death of the smartphone
— and what the post-smartphone world is
shaping up to look like.

The short term

People think of the iPhone and the smart-
phones it inspired as revolutionary devices
— small enough to carry everywhere,
hefty enough to handle an increasingly
large number of daily tasks, and packed
full of the right mix of cameras and GPS
sensors to make apps like Snapchat and

Uber uniquely possible.

But consider the smartphone from
another perspective. The desktop PC and
the laptop are made up of some combi-
nation of a mouse, keyboard, and moni-
tor. The smartphone just took that model,
shrank it, and made the input virtual and
touch-based.

So take, for example, the Samsung
Galaxy S8, unveiled this week. It's gor-
geous with an amazing bezel-less screen
and some real power under the hood. It's
impressive, but it's more refinement than
revolution.

Tellingly, though, the Galaxy S8 ships
with Bixby, a new virtual assistant that
Samsung promises will one day let you
control every single feature and app with
just your voice. It will also ship with a
new version of the Gear VR virtual real-
ity headset, developed in conjunction
with Facebook's Oculus.

The next iPhone, too, is said to be
shipping with upgrades to the Siri assist-
ant, along with features aimed at bring-
ing augmented reality into the main-
stream.

And as devices like the Amazon Echo,
the Sony PlayStation VR, and the Apple
Watch continue to enjoy limited but sub-
stantial success, expect to see a lot more
tech companies large and small taking
more gambles and making more experi-
ments on the next big wave in computing
interfaces.

The medium term

In the medium term, all of these various
experimental and first-stage technologies
will start to congeal into something famil-
iar but bizarre.

Microsoft, Facebook, Google, and the
Google-backed Magic Leap are all work-
ing to build standalone augmented-reality
headsets, which project detailed 3D
images straight into your eyes. Even
Apple is rumored to be working on this.

Microsoft's Alex Kipman recently told
Business Insider that augmented reality
could flat-out replace the smartphone, the
TV, and anything else with a screen.
There's not much use for a separate device
sitting in your pocket or on your entertain-
ment center if all your calls, chats,
movies, and games are beamed into your
eyes and overlaid on the world around
you.

At the same time, gadgetry like the
Amazon Echo or Apple's own AirPods
become more and more important in this
world. As artificial-intelligence systems
like Apple's Siri, Amazon's Alexa, Sam-
sung's Bixby, and Microsoft's Cortana get
smarter, there will be a rise not just in
talking to computers but in having them
talk back.

In other words, computers will hijack
your senses, more so than they already do,
with your sight and your hearing interme-
diated by technology. It's a little scary.
Think of what Facebook glitches could
mean in a world where it doesn't just con-
trol what you read on your phone but in
what you see in the world around you.

The promise, though, is a world where
real life and technology blend more seam-

cameras and GPS sensors to make apps like Snapchat and Uber uniquely possible.

the logical endpoint of the road that smart-
phones started us on. If smartphones gave
us access to information and augmented
reality puts that information in front of us
when we need it, then putting neural lace
in our brains just closes the gap.

Musk has said this is because the rise of
artificial intelligence — which underpins a
lot of the other technologies, including
voice assistants and virtual reality —
means humans will have to augment them-
selves just to keep up with the machines. If
you're really curious about this idea, futur-
ist Ray Kurzweil is the leading voice on
the topic.

The idea of human/machine fusion is a
terrifying one, with science-fiction writers,
technologists, and philosophers alike hav-
ing very good cause to ask what even
makes us human in the first place. At the
same time, the idea is so new that nobody
really knows what this world would look
like in practice.

So if and when the smartphone dies, it'll
actually be the end of an era in more ways
than one. It'll be the end of machines that
we carry with us passively and the begin-
ning of something that bridges our bodies
straight into the ebb and flow of digital
information. It's going to get weird.

And yet, lots of technologists already
say that smartphones give us superpowers
with access to knowledge, wisdom, and
abilities beyond anything nature gave us.
In some ways, augmenting the human
mind would be the ultimate superpower.
Then again, maybe I'm just an optimist.
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SPINE REHAB

SPECIALIZING IN AUTO &WORK INJURIES
DR.KHALID ALMASMARI / DR.RIYAD ALMASMARAI/ DR.HAEL GHALEB

Call today for an appointment

313-582-2225

S yaat) dgand| S

13323 Michigan Ave.Dearborn, Ml 48126
spinerehab@outlook.com

wecanhelp _§ DID YOU KNOW....

MOST AUTO ACCIDENT INJURIES DON'T REVEL THEMSELVES
FOR DAYS OR EVEN WEEKS AFTER A COLLISION

WHY RISK SURGERY?

MANY PEOPLE WITH DISC HERNIATION FIND
RELIEF WITH CONSERVATIVE CARE

S !l Ao 5 il

O AsSldl aWY e (B O gt

CHIROPRACTIC i ek v ot i
CONSULTATION R '

= = KHALID ALMASMARI

DR.
RIYAD ALMASMARAI

DR.
HAEL GHALEB

> NECK & BACK PAIN poree))
A l{[:' YOU - ARM & LEG PAIN e T
DISC RELATED INJURIES Al | A -

SUFFERING HEADACHES A 344 g ol

DIZZINESS Sl St -

FR()M - AUTO ACCIDENTS e | D12 | g

WORK RELATED INJURIES Lo A

Family Health Center & Rehab 313-874-31 30
9743 Conant St .Hamtramck, Ml 48212
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1ina is the only
of her family
not killed in a Saudi-led
airstrike last week.
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A Yemeni child
with a poster of a
family killed in an

airstrike on a
residential arca
last week in Sana.
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The New York Times
and Saudi Arabia Don’t Want You to See

By Nicholas Kristof

“The country is on the brink of famine,
with over 60 percent of the population not
knowing where their next meal will come
from,” the leaders of the U.N. World
Food Program, Unicef and the World
Health Organization said in an unusual
joint statement.

Yemen, always an impoverished coun-
try, has been upended for two years by
fighting between the Saudi-backed mili-
tary coalition and Houthi rebels and their
allies (with limited support from Iran).
The Saudis regularly bomb civilians and,

Human Rights Watch has repeatedly
concluded that many Saudi airstrikes
were probable war crimes and that the
U.S. shares responsibility because it pro-
vides the Saudis with air-to-air refueling
and intelligence used for airstrikes, as
well as with much of the weaponry.

Yet victims like Buthaina aren’t on
our television screens and rarely make
the news pages, in part because Saudi
Arabia is successfully blocking foreign
journalists from the rebel-held areas. |
know, because I’ve been trying for
almost a year to get there and thought I
had arranged a visit for this week — and
then Saudi Arabia shut me down.

With commercial flights banned, the
way into rebel areas is on charter flights
arranged by the United Nations and aid
groups. But Saudi military jets control
this airspace and ban any flight if there’s
a journalist onboard. I don’t think the
Saudis would actually shoot down a
plane just because I was on it, but the
U.N. isn’t taking chances.

This is maddening: Saudi Arabia suc-
cessfully blackmails the United Nations
to bar journalists so as to prevent cover-
age of Saudi atrocities.

2 IN 3 YEMENIS DON’T KNOW
WHERE THEIR NEXT MEAL
IS COMING FROM

The Saudis don’t want you to see chil-
dren like this one, Alaa, severely mal-
nourished and photographed by a World
Food Program team. Two days later,
Alaa died.

“The situation in Yemen is a disgrace
that brings shame to our global commu-
nity,” says Michelle Nunn, president of
Care USA. “More than 20 million
Yemenis are in need of emergency assis-
tance, and a child dies every five min-
utes. Yet few Americans know about the
daily bloodshed, near-famine conditions
and a raging cholera epidemic.”

tion.

In addition, the world’s worst cholera
epidemic has broken out in Yemen,
partly because so many people are mal-
nourished. An additional 5,000 Yeme-
nis are infected with cholera each day.

5,000 YEMENIS ARE INFECTED
WITH CHOLERA EACH DAY

The Saudis say, correctly, that they are
also providing large amounts of aid to
Yemen. But bombing and starving
civilians is not excused if one provides
Band-Aids afterward.

This catastrophe started under Presi-
dent Barack Obama, although he tried
— not nearly enough — to rein in
Saudi Arabia. President Trump has
removed the reins and embraced the
rash and inexperienced Saudi crown
prince, Mohammed bin Salman, who is
overseeing the assault on Yemen.

“Yemen is a moral, humanitarian and
strategic disaster for America,” says
Aaron David Miller, a former State
Department Middle East analyst who
advised both Republican and Demo-
cratic administrations. “U.S. policy is
being driven by its pro-Saudi proclivi-
ties and its own desire to contain Iran.
But by enabling Riyadh, it’s only mak-
ing an already fraught situation worse.”

What do we do?

Jan Egeland, a former senior U.N. offi-
cial who now leads the Norwegian Ref-
ugee Council, urges an immediate
cease-fire, a lifting of the embargo on
Yemen, and peace talks led by the
U.N., the U.S. and the U.K., forcing
both sides to compromise.

A glimpse of moral leadership has
come from the U.S. Senate. A remarka-
ble 47 senators in June voted to block a
major arms sale to Saudi Arabia,

The Photos the U.S.

That’s a young Yemeni boy, acutely malnourished like two million other children in Yemen — caught up in what the United
Nations calls the “world’s largest humanitarian crisis.” Their suffering is largely a result of monstrous misconduct by a

Saudi-led coalition that is supported by the United States and Britain.

worse, they have closed the airspace
and imposed a blockade to starve the
rebel-held areas into submission.

That means that ordinary Yemenis,
including children, die in bombings or
starve.

A CHILD DIES IN YEMEN
EVERY 5 MINUTES

This is Buthaina, a girl believed to be
4 or 5 who was the only survivor in
her family of a bombing last week by
the Saudi coalition that killed 14 peo-
ple.

We should cut off military
transfers to Saudi Arabia until it
ends its strangulation of Yemen.

The civil war in Yemen started as a
local conflict, but Saudi Arabia rushed
in because of exaggerated fears of Ira-
nian influence there. All parties have
behaved outrageously. But it’s our side
that appears to be responsible for the
most deaths: A draft U.N. report says
that the Saudi-led coalition is responsi-
ble for 65 percent more deaths of chil-
dren than the Houthis and their allies,
and it’s the Saudis who have imposed
the blockade that is leading to starva-

largely because of qualms about Saudi
conduct in Yemen. Those senators are
right, and we should halt all arms trans-
fers to Saudi Arabia until it ends the
blockade and bombings.

We Americans have sometimes won-
dered how Russia can possibly be so
Machiavellian as to support its Syrian
government allies as they bomb and
starve civilians. Yet we’re doing the
same thing with Saudi Arabia, and it’s
just as unconscionable when we’re the
ones complicit in war crimes.
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Special Wedding Celebrations: Business Functions:
Engagement Parties Meetings

Bridal Showers Conferences and Seminars
Rehearsal Dinners Sales / Staff Training
Ceremony and Wedding Receptions Presentations / Corp. Reception

Social & Special Themed Events:
Fundraisers
School / Community Functions

Receptions 7258 Chase Road

Reunions
Communions Dearborn, M|l 48126

Anniversaries (3 1 3) 584-1 234
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LIMOXPRESS

248.266.LIMO (5466) ¢ WWW.LIMOXP.NET

ALL DAY WEDDING PACKAGES
STARTING AT $799
duwlil) 0dgd Lgdguomd ‘deds Ladily pead| A 53 @SSHLL) Lige s

4678 32”7 LCD TVS WIHT DVD PLAYER. INTERACTIVE FIBER OPTIC LIGHTING

LASER LIGHT SHOW. AM/FM/CD/IPOD SOUND WITH SUB. LARGE BAR WITH ICE BUCKET & GLASSWARE
LIGHTED POST COVERS. DUAL ROOF TOP A/C UNIT.LIMO TINTED WINDOWS & PRIVACY BLINDS

N
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Despite her defeat, Subh kept plot-
ting and working on ways to restore the
throne of her son until her final days.

Sitt al-Mulk: an iron fist

The Fatimid dynasty witnessed the
emergence of a number of women who
spearheaded political action and exer-
cised power.

One of the most prominent among
those women, and the most successful,
was Princess Sitt al-Mulk, who was
born in 970 AD, and the daughter of the
fifth Fatimid Caliph Nizar al-Aziz Bil-
lah.

Her involvement in politics began
during her father's reign when he recog-
nized her intelligence and wisdom. He
brought her closer to the upper eche-
lons of his government and was always
keen to ask for her advice on state
affairs.

After the death of her father and the
succession of her younger brother, Al-
Hakim bi-Amr Allah, Sitt al-Mulk man-
aged the affairs of the state, and had the
upper hand with decision-making. She
shared power with Minister Barjuwan,
who was the de facto ruler of the cali-
phate.

Historians recount that Sitt al-Mulk
was not on friendly terms with her
brother who excluded her and limited
her political role. However, most histo-
ries indicate that she was able to re-
tighten her grip on state affairs again by
1021 AD.

A number of historians, including
Taqi al-Din al-Magqrizi, in his book
Ette'aaz al-honafa be Akhbaar al-
A'emma Al Fatemeyyeen Al Kholafaa,
had also mentioned that Sitt al-Mulk
plotted with some of her allies to kill
her brother and spread rumors among
his followers that he had disappeared.

After the disappearance of Al-
Hakim, the caliphate swore allegiance
to his son, Az-Z?hir li A'zaz li Din-
illah, who was still a 16-year-old.
Because of his young age, Sitt al-Mulk
assumed the responsibility of ruling the
caliphate, and her decisions were the
final word. She managed all state
affairs firmly, and remained on the
throne until her death in 1023 AD.

The mother of Al-Mustansir Billah

If Sitt al-Mulk was a model for a suc-
cessful Fatimid woman in the political

Laliibi

field, the mother of the Caliph Al-
Mustansir was her antithesis; a woman
who became a model of utter failure
due to harsh circumstances that almost
led the caliphate’s desolation.

In 1035 AD, the Fatimid Caliph Az-
Z?hir 1i A'zaz li Din-illah died, and his
son, Ab? Tam?m Ma‘ad al-Mustan?ir
bi-11?h, was instated as the caliph. Since
Al-Mustansir was not even seven years
old, his mother was his guardian until
he reached adulthood.

It is odd that despite all the power
and influence that she exercised, we
hardly find her name mentioned in the
historical texts of the Fatimid era; all of
these sources referred to her as the
mother of Al-Mustansir, without a name
or a distinctive title.

In the early period of her rule, the
Fatimid state managed to extend its
sphere of influence to include numerous
countries and regions. The empire
included Egypt, South of the Levant,
North Africa, Sicily, the Red Sea, and
the countries of Hejaz and Yemen.

However, as the years went by, the
negative effects started to appear.

According to Ibn al-Athir’s Al-K?mil
? al-t?r?kh (The Complete History), the
mother of Al-Mustansir was of Suda-
nese origin. She wanted to raise the
status of Sudanese soldiers who were an
integral part of the Fatimid army ranks
in Egypt. She wanted to protect her
rule, and to create a balance that limits
the power of Moroccan and Turkish sol-
diers, who represented the main and
fundamental force in the caliphate.

This led to civil wars between the
different sects of the Fatimid army, and
the deterioration of the state. The clash
took place while famine and drought
ravaged the empire for seven years,
leading to a severe economic disaster in
Egypt, which historians described as
"Al-Shidda al-Mustansiriya" (the hard
years of al-Mustansir).

As for the mother of Al-Mustansir,
some historians like Ibn Taghribirdi and
Al-Magrizi mention that she had left to
Baghdad with her daughters during the
famine years. She left her son behind,
the young caliph, hoping he would sal-
vage his rule in Cairo.

Terken Khatun: The Empress
The empress Terken Khatun was one of

the few women who had the opportu-
nity to participate in politics during the

\ﬂg,vi'w,g alﬁ-" oo S S 13
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Seljuk rule, and
perhaps her most
prominent partici-
pation has been
linked to the assas-
sination of vizier
Nizam al-Mulk.

In the year of
1092 AD, a young
Sufi assassinated
the great Seljuk
vizier. Although
the assassination
of the minister was
known to have
been orchestrated
by Hassan-i-
Sabbah, the leader
of the notorious
Hashshashin
(Assassins) group,
a number of histo-
rians such as Ibn
al-Jawzi and Al-
Dhahabi say it was
in fact the Empress
who was responsi-
ble for the assassination.

It is known that Terken Khatun was
deeply involved in the political affairs
of the state. She competed with the
vizier over the throne when her hus-
band, Sultan Malik Shah I, passed
away.

At the time Terken Khatun was
working to ensure the succession of her
own younger son, Mahmud, Nizam al-
Mulk was backing Barkiyarug, the eld-
est son of Malik Shah, which fueled a
dispute between the Empress and the
vizier.

With the death of Nizam al-Mulk,
the path was cleared before the
empress, and after the death of her hus-
band, the throne was assumed by his
young son Mahmud, who was only
four-years-old. Terken Khatun was
guardian over her son and had
attempted to impose authority over the
state as regent.

However, her reign did not last, as
the eldest son Barkiyaruq quickly
rebelled and managed to reclaim the
throne of the Seljuk state, ousting his
younger brother and putting an end to
the empress's ambitions for power.

Women guardians in
historical accounts

Since most historical accounts of the

caliphate were documented from the
viewpoint of historians, it is necessary to
comment on their accounts of women rul-
ers in Islamic history.

First, we find a redundant portrayal of
the female guardians as directly responsi-
ble for the assassination of their rivals.

We must ask, was this a part of the
power struggle? Or is it a pattern of nar-
rative that historians resorted to in order
to frame power in the hands of women as
something unearned or unacceptable?

We can see the latter tendency in the
terminology used in discussing the valid-
ity of the guardians' rule, as they describe
women’s roles in politics to be
"interference" or "seizure", although
these guardians too had experience and
political acumen, as well as a strong per-
sonality; all qualities necessary for suc-
cessful governance and state leadership.

Finally, historians fail to mention the
positive aspects to these women’s rule,
even in the occasions when they are the
reason behind the power and prosperity
of the caliphate.

Sources: History of the Prophets and Kings by Al-
Tabari; The Complete History for Ibn al-Athir; al-
Muntazam fi al-Tarikh for Ibn al-Jawzi; Ette'aaz
al-honafa be Akhbaar al-A'emma Al Fatemeyyeen
Al Kholafaa for Taqi al-Din al-Magqrizi; Al-Nujum
al-zahira fi muluk Misr wa'l-Qahira for Ibn Taghri-
birdi
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Guardians of Thrones: When Women

By Mohamed Yosri - The ancient East knew women leaders who were successful rulers of kingdoms, yet
authority in Islamic history has been exclusively reserved for men. The succession of power has only recog-
nized the right of sons, brothers, and grandsons to heirs. However, Islamic history is rife with severe crises
that almost destroyed dynasties if it were not for the intervention of women who assumed guardianship of
the young caliphs and kings as a way to protect the caliphate, and to achieve their own ambitions in power.

So how could these women climb the
ladder to power, command armies, run
states and kingdoms, while facing
cruelty, tyranny, and violence?

Al-Khayzaran: power defeats history

None of the women of the Abbasid cali-
phate were remembered like Al-
Khayzaran bint Atta, wife to Caliph Al-
Mahdi and mother of both Caliphs Al-
Hadi and Harun al-Rashid.

Al-Khayzaran was originally a slave
of Yemeni descent who was brought to
Baghdad. The Caliph Al-Mahdi loved
her so passionately; he freed her and
married her, breaking all conventions of
the Abbasid dynasty.

She was known for the bold role she
played in various aspects of running the
caliphate. She was always involved in
politics and decision-making, supported
by her husband's high regard for her.

After the death of Al-Mahdi in 785
AD, and the succession of her son
Musa Al-Hadi to the throne of the cali-
phate, as Al-Tabari recounts, Al-
Khayzaran continued to play a vital role
in ruling the caliphate as the guardian
of her son, the caliph.

In his book History of the Prophets
and Kings, Al-Tabari describes her as a
woman who controlled her son, push-
ing him towards "his father's path as
the tyrant who ruled with order and
strength." Historians thought her rela-
tionship with her son was problematic,
and it was said that Al-Hadi had asked
her to stop interfering, and ordered her
to spend the rest of her life praying!

Stories speak of her attachment to
power; it was rumored that she was the
one to plot the assassination of her son
when he fell ill. Al-Tabari writes that
Al-Hadi's death was his mother’s fault;
as she had ordered one of her slave-
girls to suffocate him in his bed.

After the caliphate had sworn alle-
giance to her younger son Harun al-
Rashid, the position of Al-Khayzaran
was strengthened and her rule contin-
ued until her death in 789 AD, two
years after the death of her son Al-
Hadi.

Subh of Cordoba: The Basque
who ruled Cordoba

In Cordoba, capital of Andalusia under
the Umayyad Caliphate, a girl from the

Basque region, north of the Iberian
Peninsula, came to power through the
highest circles of influence. She was
called Aurora, but in Cordoba, she was
known as Subh the Basque.

Subh came to Andalusia as a slave
from her country, and was sold more
than once, until she was noticed by the
Crown Prince Al-Mustansir al-?akam,
who was one of the strongest rulers dur-
ing the tenth century.

Al-Hakam was impressed by Subh, so
he bought her and she became the closest
person to his heart, especially after giv-
ing birth to his son, Hisham II Al-
Mu'ayed.

After the death of Abd al-Rahman IIT
and the succession of his son Al-
Mustansir to the throne of the Caliphate
in 961 AD, the doors of power opened up
before Subh, who was often involved in
the affairs of governance, and in a num-
ber of political disputes.

However, it was after her husband's
death that Subh became a more active
participant in ruling the state. Al-Hakam
appointed a tripartite guardianship over
his son and heir, Hisham II, who was
only a toddler at the time of al-Hakam’s
death.

Ruled
the
Muslim
World

The three regents were first minister
Jafar al-Mushafi, Chamberlain Al-
Mansur Ibn Abi Aamir, and Subh. It
was only a matter of time before rival-
ries and alliances started to form
between the three regents. Neverthe-
less, Al-Hakam's choice for Subh to act
as the guardian of her son attests to the
Caliph's confidence in her and her
political acumen.

Subh sought an alliance with Abi
Aamir. They managed to eliminate the
influence of the minister, and ruled
Andalusia together for a few years,
until disputes got between them, lead-
ing into her exclusion from the rule. He
then ousted Hisham II and confined
him with Subh at their palace in the
city of Azahra.
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TUNE-UP

4 Cylinder $49.95
6 Cylinder $59.95
8 Cylinder $89.95

Basic Tune-up For Most Cars
COOLANT
FLUSH

549 95

Up To 2 Gallons
Most Cars

9000 W. Vernor HWY. Detroit MI,

NEW QIL

OIL...2% s
CHANGE

$719.095

Most Cars Up To § Quart

e
—

BRAKES

$50 95

Most Cars

:.. 7 N o
[ ¥ N

oﬁamsélﬂ@@

TOWING

WITHIN 3 MILES

For Repair Of
$250 Or More

A/C CHARGE

$49 95

Most Cars

48209

DA AR A0
313-406-7168
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10035 W. Vernor Hwy. Lilaa Jua gill Tel:(313) 914-5556
Dearborn, MI 48120 FREE DELIVERY Fax:(313) 914-5510
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’Dearbom Conummdy Care Pharmacy @
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PHARMACY

15120 Michigan Ave, Dearborn, Ml 48126
moenabil@yahoo.com
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BISHER HALAL LIVE CHICKEN MARKET

- Ol — yldd - JD" CS-W u’ C‘-"‘
LIVE CHICKEN

SLAUGHTERED TO ISLAMIC RITES
Beef - Lamb - Veal - Goat - Poultry & Fish

3440 Wyoming Dearborn ,MI 48120

FOR FASTER SERVICE .CALL AHEAD Z o dd | O bl oot Liwe ad

313-843-4041
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Mediterranean Cuisine
with Delicacy Yemeni Food

%6@@%4& A Cooascores
i \m\nmwwusm

Managed by Executive e NN _
Chef Abo Senan olis g4l adsdl 5oLy

(313) 406.2011

alnawrasrestaurant.com
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3249 Wyoming
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Your donation brings smiles to the
faces of the needy in SYRIA ...

Recure Paynents. by € www.rahmarelief.org
(FEJAEL Ei rahma.relief.foundation

i~ VISA _ ™ |oisc yvee

= Jlwsa e ¥ P.O.Box 250073 Franklin,MI 48025

DONATE NOW (203 ) 444 - 6800

www.rahmarelief.org



101 August2017 -Volume : 5 - IsS :usall — Lusalall &l — 0 Y-V ubasii agdl 15 aIARAB AMERICAN TODAY yuelldlya WWW ARABAMERICANTODAY NET

Pure Hands
a1 i ‘I cSolsYI

SUPPORT YOUR PEOPLE IN YEMEN

— P.O. Box#941112 Plano TX 75094 —
Phone:1-800-425-1647

E-mail: info@purehands.org
= www.purehandformankind.org -y
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Tel:(313) 203-2067 Tel:313-872-0454
Fax: 313) 203-2069 Fax:313-285-2065
22371 Goddard Rd. Taylor M1 48180 3236 Caniff St Hamtramck, MI 48212

www.malekcuisine.com www.hroyalkabob.com
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FOR MORE DETAILS VISIT www. [opgearz.com
3540 E.Davison* Detroit ,MI 48212 haniomasan@gmail.com

3713-368-7000 hamza.omasan@gmail.com



