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Saudi-led airstrikes are creating hundreds of Guernicas a month in northern Yemen
Thenation : Why Don’t Internationalists Care About Yemen?
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By Juan ColeTwitter

Around 4:30 pm on a sunny April after-
noon in 1937, the left-leaning, staunchly
republican residents of the Basque town
of Guernica were startled—then horri-
fied—by the bombing campaign of the
Nazi German Condor Legion, which
struck them over and over again for two
hours. The raid, in support of the fascist
forces of General Francisco Franco,
shocked the conscience of the world and
inspired Pablo Picasso’s most renowned
painting. I saw it most recently in
Madrid this spring. What leaped out at
me most powerfully was not the busy
carnage, the startled stallion, or the awk-
ward corpse. It was the woman off to the
left holding a dead baby, inconsolable,
engulfed in madness. What came to my
mind was how coarsened our global
conscience has become, given that hun-
dreds of Guernicas are happening every
month in Yemen—and not even Reddit
users seem to be taking note.
 Last Tuesday, a Saudi-led airstrike
bombed al-Atera village in the province
of Taiz south of Sanaa, striking a refu-
gee settlement and killing 20 innocent
civilians. The victims were internally
displaced people, many from the same
family. They included seven women and
four children. You wonder if a surviving
mother held her limp child the same way
Picasso’s bereaved woman did.
 Across northern Yemen, the Saudi-led
coalition has repeatedly struck civilian
facilities—schools, hospitals, and key
bridges used for food transport. The air-
strikes, to which the US military gives
logistical and strategic aid, have turned

old Sanaa, a UNESCO heritage site dotted
with the country’s distinctive gingerbread
houses, into rubble.
 The area is held by the Helpers of God
(Houthi) militia, which took over the capi-
tal in an ill-considered move in September
2014 and consolidated rule over much of
the north and west of the country in the
succeeding months, overthrowing and
expelling President Abdrabbuh Mansour
Hadi. Houthis derive from the moderate
Zaydi branch of Shiism and resent the
increasing influence of Saudi hard-line
Wahhabism. By March 2015, Saudi Arabia
and its allies intervened on the side of Man-
sour Hadi and the portion of the army loyal
to him, taking the southern port of Aden
and bottling up the Houthis in what had
been called “North Yemen” until 1991.
 The Saudis maintain that the Houthis are
backed by Iran, but they are mostly a local,
nativist movement. Iranian support for
them is minor. While the Saudis have been
active mainly from the air, their ally, the
United Arab Emirates, has organized elite
fighting units of southern Yemenis from the
separatist Hirak faction, who now over-
shadow the regular army in the south and
east, which is loyal to Mansour Hadi.
 The intensive bombardment around Taiz,
Yemen’s third-largest city, came as part of
the coalition’s attempt to take that city and
the entire province from the Houthis. Taiz
is now split between Houthi-controlled
areas and neighborhoods in the hands of
forces loyal to Mansour Hadi. Coalition
sources claim that they have taken control
of the road from the Houthi-held Red Sea
port of Hodeida to Taiz, cutting off the
major avenue of Houthi resupply to the
city, which lies to the south of the capital of
Sanaa. The United Arab Emirates now

appears to control another important port,
Mokha, which overlooks the entrance to
the Red Sea at the Bab al-Mandab straits.
Abu Dhabi is installing a long-term UAE
garrison there. Some 10 percent of world
trade goes through the Red Sea via the
Suez Canal.
 The Yemen war is one of the irritants
that led to the current crisis within the six-
nation Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC).
Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Bahrain, and
Kuwait are on one side, and Qatar is on the
other. Qatar never approved of the large-
scale military intervention and urged nego-
tiation with the Houthis. It never commit-
ted combat forces inside Yemen, sending
only a token force to help guard the Saudi
border. When Saudi King Salman and his
three closest Gulf allies launched their
boycott of Qatar in June, the tiny emirate’s
ruler, Sheikh Tamim Al Thani, withdrew
his troops from the Saudi border region
entirely.
 That border is sometimes the scene of
fighting and raids, with three Saudi troops
having been killed in a Houthi assault ear-
lier this week. The Qatari force was no
more than a token one; the nation only has
300,000 citizens and a tiny, poorly trained
military. But Saudi Arabia and the UAE
wanted much more from them.
 The Saudi-led coalition has thrown
Yemen’s 27 million people into one of the
world’s worst humanitarian disasters.
Some 3 million people have been forced
from their homes. The majority of the
country, 17 million people, are scraping by
with barely enough food to sustain them,
and 7 million of those are in serious dan-
ger of starving if just one more thing goes
wrong for them. UNICEF estimates that 10

Sanaa with aid, and picked up
Russian nationals wishing to
flee the country (the capital’s
international airport is now
ordinarily closed). By sending
supplies to the north, Russia
implicitly critiqued the Saudis’
total-war strategy, which aims
to harm civilians so severely
that they will turn on their
Houthi rulers. Turkey also just
sent a medical aid ship, which
will land at Aden in the south,
after having had difficulty get-
ting GCC permission to anchor
there.
 The United States is very
much involved with the Saudi
war effort, and the Pentagon
seems to have bought Riyadh’s
propaganda line that it is an
effort to contain Iran. The
United States also still pursues
its drone war against Al Qaeda
in the Arabian Peninsula, which
has safehouses in some Yemeni
towns. But American interest in
the looming catastrophe in
Yemen is tepid, and the Trump
administration wants to cut the
budget for humanitarian aid
substantially. Yemen awaits its
Picasso.

* Juan Cole is the Richard P.
Mitchell Collegiate Professor of
History and director of the Center
for Middle Eastern and North
African Studies at the University
of Michigan.

million children are being
deprived of basic medical
care, potable water, sanita-
tion, and education.
 About 10,000 people
have already been killed by
this war, and this spring a
new horseman of the apoca-
lypse showed up in the form
of cholera. Over 200,000
people have been sickened
with it, and 5,000 new cases
are reported each week.
Nearly 2,000 people have
died of the disease, which is
caused by drinking dirty
water. The country’s health-
provision infrastructure has
collapsed, with 30,000 gov-
ernment health workers suf-
fering substantial arrears in
pay.
 The humanitarian disaster
has attracted some interna-
tional intervention. Russia
recently sent cargo planes to
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informed by the ideas of people like the econ-
omist Thomas Piketty.

A. Kevin Korb, Reader in Computer Science

Industrial protection and restriction are the
wrong way to go. I’d rather we develop our
technology so as to help solve some of our
very real problems. That’s bound to bring with
it economic dislocation, so a caring society
will accommodate those who lose out because
of it.
 But there’s no reason we can’t address that
with improving technology as long as we keep
the oligarchs under control. And if we educate
people for flexibility rather than to fit into a
particular job, intelligent people will be able to
cope with the dislocation.

A. Jai Galliot, Defence Analyst

The standard argument is that workers dis-
placed by automation go on to find more
meaningful work. However, this does not hold
in all cases. Think about someone who signed
up with the Air Force to fly jets. These pilots
ma??y have spent their whole social, physical
and psychological lives preparing or maintain-
ing readiness to defend their nation and its
people.
 For service personnel, there are few higher-
value jobs than serving one’s nation through
rendering active military service on the battle-
field, so this assurance of finding alternative
and meaningful work in a more passive role is
likely to be of little consolation to a displaced
soldier.
 Thinking beyond the military, we need to be
concerned that the Foundation for Young Aus-
tralians indicates that as many as 60% of
today’s young people are being trained for
jobs that will soon be transformed due to auto-
mation.

To complete the rest of the topic go to : 
http://theconversation.com/

people with machines are not simply
based around available technology. The
major factor is actually the business case
and the social attitudes and behaviour of
people in particular markets.

A. Rob Sparrow, Professor of Philosophy

Advances in computing and robotic tech-
nologies are undoubtedly going to lead to
the replacement of many jobs currently
done by humans. I’m not convinced that
we should be making laws to protect par-
ticular industries though. Rather, I think
we should be doing two things.
 First, we should be making sure that
people are assured of a good standard of
living and an opportunity to pursue
meaningful projects even in a world in
which many more jobs are being done by
machines. After all, the idea that, in the
future, machines would work so that
human beings didn’t have to toil used to
be a common theme in utopian thought.
 When we accept that machines putting
people out of work is bad, what we are
really accepting is the idea that whether
ordinary people have an income and
access to activities that can give their
lives meaning should be up to the
wealthy, who may choose to employ
them or not. Instead, we should be look-
ing to redistribute the wealth generated
by machines in order to reduce the need
for people to work without thereby reduc-
ing the opportunities available to them to
be doing things that they care about and
gain value from.
 Second, we should be protecting vul-
nerable people in our society from being
treated worse by machines than they
would be treated by human beings. With
my mother, Linda Sparrow, I have argued
that introducing robots into the aged care
setting will most likely result in older
people receiving a worse standard of

AI is not impossible, but the real issue is:
“how like is like?” The answer probably
lies in applied tests: the Turing test was
already (arguably) passed in 2014 but
there is also the coffee test (can an embod-
ied AI walk into an unfamiliar house and
make a cup of coffee?), the college degree
test and the job test.
 If AI systems could progressively pass
all of those tests (plus whatever else the
psychologists might think of), then we
would be getting very close. Perhaps the
ultimate challenge would be whether a
suitably embodied AI could live among us
as J. Average and go undetected for five
years or so before declaring itself.

Q2. Automation is already replacing
many jobs. Is it time make laws to protect
some of these industries?

A. Jonathan Roberts, Professor of Robot-
ics
 Researchers at the University of Oxford
published a now well cited paper in 2013
that ranked jobs in order of how feasible it
was to computerise or automate them.
They found that nearly half of jobs in the
USA could be at risk from computerisation
within 20 years.
 This research was followed in 2014 by
the viral video hit, Humans Need Not
Apply, which argued that many jobs will
be replaced by robots or automated sys-
tems and that employment would be a
major issue for humans in the future.
 Of course, it is difficult to predict what
will happen, as the reasons for replacing

Q1. How plausible is human-like artificial
intelligence?

A. Toby Walsh, Professor of AI:

It is 100% plausible that we’ll have human-
like artificial intelligence.
 I say this even though the human brain is
the most complex system in the universe that
we know of. There’s nothing approaching the
complexity of the brain’s billions of neurons
and trillions of connections. But there are also
no physical laws we know of that would pre-
vent us reproducing or exceeding its capabil-
ities.

A. Kevin Korb, Reader in Computer Science
 
Popular AI from Issac Asimov to Steven
Spielberg is plausible. What the question
doesn’t address is: when will it be plausible?
 Most AI researchers (including me) see lit-
tle or no evidence of it coming anytime soon.
Progress on the major AI challenges is slow, if
real.  What I find less plausible than the AI in
fiction is the emotional and moral lives of
robots. They seem to be either unrealistically
empty, such as the emotion-less Data in Star
Trek, or unrealistically human-identical or
superior, such as the AI in Spike Jonze’s Her.
 All three – emotion, ethics and intelligence
– travel together, and are not genuinely possi-
ble in some form without the others, but fic-
tion writers tend to treat them as separate.
Plato’s Socrates made a similar mistake.
 A. Gary Lea, Researcher in Artificial Intel-
ligence Regulation

Your questions answered on artificial intelligence
Artificial intelligence and robotics have enjoyed a resurgence of
interest, and there is renewed optimism about their place in our

future. But what do they mean for us? You submitted your
questions about artificial intelligence and robotics, and we put
them – and some of our own – to The Conversation’s experts.

treatment than they already do in the aged care
sector. Prisoners and children are also groups
who are vulnerable to suffering at the hands of
robots introduced without their consent.

A. Toby Walsh, Professor of AI:

There are some big changes about to happen.
The #1 job in the US today is truck driver. In
30 years time, most trucks will be autono-
mous.
 How we cope with this change is a question
not for technologists like myself but for soci-
ety as a whole. History would suggest that pro-
tectionism is unlikely to work. We would, for
instance, need every country in the world to
sign up.
 But there are other ways we can adjust to
this brave new world. My vote would be to
ensure we have an educated workforce that
can adapt to the new jobs that technology
create.
 We need people to enter the workforce with
skills for jobs that will exist in a couple of dec-
ades time when the technologies for these jobs
have been invented.
 We need to ensure that everyone benefits
from the rising tide of technology, not just the
owners of the robots. Perhaps we can all work
less and share the economic benefits of auto-
mation? This is likely to require fundamental
changes to our taxation and welfare system

�C�=���b���b�;�8��
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Idaho and has spoken at rallies and at Patago-
nia clothing stores. Referring to the final
social media push this weekend, Nelson said,
“It’s really down to the wire now, but hope-
fully it’s enough.”
 However, this is an issue that goes far
beyond a love of the wild. These places are
vital to the US economy and, in particular,
tourism.
 Designation as a monument increases pub-
lic awareness of areas. Las Cruces chamber of
commerce in New Mexico which was the
driving forced behind the creation of the
Organ Mountains Desert Peaks national mon-
ument in 2013 has reported an increase in
tourism and press since its designation. “There
would be a fear is that the benefits of
increased visitation would be tamped down,”
said Hartinger.
 As Nelson put it: “When people think of the
US they often think of big, wild, open spaces
that nowhere in the world really has. If we
start, as a nation, demeaning and depreciating
those spaces, that takes away that uniqueness
and could significantly impact economically
on tourism - people will have less of a reason
to come and visit if there are less of these
places to come and see.”

* This article was amended on 11 July. It stated that
national monuments can only be created under the
Antiquities Act but they can also be established
through legislation by Congress.

Source: Theguardian

islation passed by Congress while national
monuments can be established either by
Congress through legislation or by the
president, under the Antiquities Act. In
total 157 national monuments have been
created since the act was introduced by
Theodore Roosevelt in 1906. Trump is the
first president to suggest withdrawing pro-
tection.
 The fate of the parks is unknown - until
Zinke makes his recommendations – but
campaigners say that the president does
not have the power to undo designated
monuments. “We are working with legal
experts. If they act unilaterally to reduce
or alter the monuments, they are breaking
the law,” said Kelly. Trump has framed the
review as a move to give control of the
land “back to the people”, but Kelly – and
other campaigners – believe his actions
are “tied to the fossil fuels agenda”. The
Center for American Progress has done its
own research into the natural resources
within the threatened monuments and
found significant oil and gas reserves
which, she said, “may explain why there’s
a target on them”.
 Individual campaigners throwing their
weight behind the campaign include film-
maker Brent Rose, whose #27Monuments
Project is documenting a 6,000-mile road
trip to visit as many of the 22 continental
sites as possible (five of the 27 are marine
sites) ; Utah-based skier Brody Leven; and
trail runner Luke Nelson, who lives in

and secretary Zinke will make his recom-
mendations in August.
 The move sent shockwaves through the
outdoor and recreation industries. This
weekend campaigners are ramping up
efforts to raise awareness of the threat via
social media, ahead of the government
consultation deadline.
 “The scope of the threat is huge,” said
Dan Hartinger, deputy director of parks
and public lands defence for the Wilder-
ness Society, which has over a million
members across the US. “[It could impact
on] everything, from the way they are pro-
moted and staffed to these lands being
opened to large-scale oil and gas develop-
ments. You might also see much more off-
road vehicle use than you see now which
could lead to erosion.”
 More than one million Americans have
submitted comments to the government
consultation, but campaigners are worried
that the issue is not as widely known as it
should be, partly because of the deluge of
other news, but also because the monu-
ments themselves are not that well known.
 “These monuments are hidden gems,
yet they are comparable – in beauty, in
history and in what they protect – to a lot
of our national parks. Across the board
these monuments are the best of the best,”
said Kate Kelly, director of the public
lands programme at US thinktank the
Center for American Progress.
 National Parks are created through leg-

Imagine staring across the Utah wilderness at
those famous towering mesas and buttes.
Now imagine a line of oil derricks in the mid-
dle of it. It’s an apocalyptic vision of an
American landscape given over to the energy
industry, and one that campaigners fear could
become a reality.
 A total of 27 parks in the US known as
national monuments – which together
account for more than 11 million acres of
protected land in 11 mostly western states –
are at risk of being reduced in size or losing
their designation altogether following an
unprecedented presidential order issued in
April. Americans have until Monday to voice
their opinions before the Interior Department
makes its recommendations.
 Among the monuments under considera-
tion is Bears Ears in Utah, a 1.35-million acre
area of stunning landscape harbouring
100,000 archaeological sites, many of which
have never been studied. The land has been
described as a “library of human history” and
its cultural importance, not just to the US but
worldwide, is the reason President Obama
granted it national monument status in
December 2016, following a campaign by a
coalition of five local tribes. Now it is under
threat.
 Describing the creation of national monu-
ments as “a massive federal land grab” that
“should never have happened”, President
Trump instructed Ryan Zinke, secretary of
the interior to review 27 monuments of
100,000 acres or more created since 1996. A
public consultation period ends on 10 July

Campaign
against
Trump’s threat
to US national
monuments
gathers pace

���E���=��
Environment
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Abbas and Hamas have shown a complete
callousness towards Gazans, with the for-
mer slashing PA employee salaries in
Gaza by almost one-third and the latter
seemingly using the outrage stirred in the
Gaza Strip to stoke sentiments against the

PA. Abbas and Hamas are playing a
game of tug-of-war in which the

rope is the Palestin-ian people
and the umpire is Israel.

 Rather than exchanging
insults and barbs and engag-

ing in one-upmanship that
does not ben-efit the Palestin-
ians but only serves the inter-
ests of the Israeli occupation,
Hamas and the Fatah-led PA
must settle their differences.

Otherwise their claims to cham-
pion the Palestin-ian people and

their cause can only be considered
rhetoric, as the people who suffer most

due to their bickering are those they claim
to represent.
 Until the political players introduce
some humanity into their considerations,
the people of Gaza will continue to be
used as pawns in a seemingly never-
end-ing game of cat and mouse.
 Ultimately, it is not the politi-cians who
suffer the conse-quences but ordinary peo-
ple who just want to lead normal lives.
These people are instead being toyed with
like bargaining chips in negotiations and
political ploys.

* Jehan Alfarra is a Palestinian writer
based in London.

As Israel controls a large portion of the
energy infrastructure entering Gaza, the
process involves the Palestinian go
ern-ment collecting money from Gaza’s 2
million residents’ electricity bills to be
used to cover the cost of the
power supply. This is
usually deducted
from tax revenues
collected by Israel
on behalf of the
Palestinian
Author-ity
(PA).
 This under-
standing has
been flipped on
its head. Hamas
has been withhold-
ing funds raised
from billing Gazans
since they took power in
2007 and only recently has the PA
under Presi-dent Mahmoud Abbas used
this as an excuse to say his administra-tion
would halt payments to Israel. In April,
Abbas asked Israel to reduce its supply of
power to the Gaza Strip. On June 13 Israel
announced that it was complying with that
request. Palestinians in Gaza now have 2-
4 hours of electricity a day.
 Whatever the faults of Hamas, Abbas is
supposed to be the leader of all Palestin-
ians, including those in Gaza. Instead of
finding alternate ways to pressure Hamas,
he has played his hand by joining in on the
life-choking siege that is affecting regular
Palestinians and not Hamas officials.

Jehan Alfarra

The Gaza Strip has been suffering from
a severe power and energy crisis since
Israel bombed Gaza’s sole power plant
in 2006. The crisis was compounded by
the imposition of the Israeli siege on the
Palestinian enclave in 2007 when Hamas
took power.
 While the siege was intended to make
governing Gaza impossible, ten years on
the Islamist gover-nors of the area
remain in power while the people of
Gaza are suffering the consequences of
the Hamas-Fatah-Israeli free-for-all.
 The Israelis say the siege is necessary
to suffocate Hamas and other groups’
supply lines, thereby preventing rocket
attacks on Israel. Hamas, which controls
the Gaza Strip, insists that it will con-
tinue to strike Israel if Gaza is threat-
ened and includes the siege as one of the
threats Gaza faces.
 This has led to the territory often
being left without electrical power,
which places vital infra-structure,
including hospitals, in difficulty as they
try to serve the needs of Gazans.
 Gaza’s sole power plant has fre-
quently broken down with Palestinians
often enjoying a precious few hours of
power before they are once again
plunged into darkness. Several efforts to
ease the siege to allow essential mainte-
nance and resupply of the power station
have failed and the situation has reached
a crisis point.

Gaza powers down as politicians play with lives
The people of Gaza are suffering the consequences of the Hamas- Fatah-Israeli free-for-all.
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