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Medea Benjamin

USA Kills Yemeni People”, screams graffiti
plastered on walls in Yemen’s capital Sana’a.
The Yemeni people who have been on the
receiving end of US bombs dropped by Saudi
pilots know all too well that the United States
is complicit in their suffering.
 The intense anti-US sentiment in Yemen
should be a wake-up call for Americans: if
you don’t care about the millions of suffering
Yemenis, you might think about the future
blowback.
 Two US Senators, the Republican Rand
Paul and the Democrat Chris Murphy, under-
stand full well the implications and have been
trying to halt the weapons sales. “The United

States has no business supporting a war
that has only served to embolden our ter-
rorist enemies, exacerbate a humanitarian
crisis, and incite fear and anger among
the Yemeni people toward the United
States. This will come back to haunt us,”
warned Murphy.
 Unfortunately, the Trump administra-
tion and the majority of US senators have
failed to heed their call. On 13 June, their
resolution to stop the Saudi sale of preci-
sion-guided munitions was narrowly
defeated by a 53-47 vote.
 The vote broke down mainly along
party lines, with four Republicans and
five Democrats breaking ranks. It also
broke down along another divide: peace
and humanitarian aid groups v the Trump

cases and is projected to double every two
weeks. Almost half the country’s medical
facilities have been destroyed. A Yemeni
child dies every 10 minutes from the com-
bined effects of hunger and lack of medical
facilities.
 Saudi forces have targeted farms, food
facilities, water infrastructure, marketplaces,
and even the port of Hudaidah, where most
of the humanitarian aid was entering the
country. Meanwhile, extremist groups such as
al-Qaida and Isis have seized upon the chaos
to expand their reach.
 US backing for the Saudi-led intervention
against the Yemeni Houthi rebels is not new.
But after Saudi Arabia bombed a funeral pro-
cession in October 2016 that resulted in 150
causalities, the Obama administration put a

good-faith attempt to find a political solu-
tion.
 This is where the United States should
be putting its efforts. People in the region
understand that until there is a serious US
interest in a political solution, it won’t
happen. Even if Trump is only interested
in “putting America first”, he would do
well to stop being involved in dropping
bombs on Yemenis and instead use his
“art of the deal” to join with the United
Nations in ending this catastrophic con-
flict.

*  Medea Benjamin (born Susan Benjamin; September 10,
1952) is an American political activist, best known for co-
founding Code Pink and, along with activist and author
Kevin Danaher, the fair trade advocacy group Global
Exchange. Benjamin was also the Green Party candidate in
California in 2000 for the United States Senate. She cur-

America will regret helping Saudi Arabia bomb Yemen

administration, lobbyists for the Saudi gov-
ernment and the weapons industry.
 Paul, an anti-interventionist Republican
pushing the resolution, railed against the sen-
ators who were more concerned about the
jobs the weapons manufacturers could gener-
ate than the lives of Yemeni children. “I am
embarrassed that people are talking about
making a buck while 17 million people are
threatened with famine,” he said.
 He didn’t mention that many of the sena-
tors, Democrats and Republicans alike, have
taken tens of thousands of dollars in cam-
paign contributions from the same corpora-
tions benefitting from the sales.
 Despite the loss, the vote reflected an
unprecedented level of Senate opposition to
the sale. A similar effort during Obama’s
presidency failed 71-27. “Today’s vote total
would have been unthinkable not long ago,
but Congress is finally taking notice that
Saudi Arabia is using US munitions to delib-
erately hit civilian targets inside Yemen,”
Murphy said.
 The more cynical interpretation would be
that Democrats are more willing to criticize
Saudi weapons sales under a Trump adminis-
tration than under a Democratic one.
 Yemenis are desperate to end this conflict,
now in its third year. Nearly 19 million peo-
ple require assistance and 6.8 million are at
risk of famine. This has been compounded by
a cholera outbreak that has surpassed 124,000

halt to the sale of munitions that would be
used in Yemen and pulled back on US
logistical support.
 Donald Trump has been quick to
resume weapons sales, bragging about
clinching an enormous $110bn deal dur-
ing his trip to the kingdom in May. With
the growing chorus against US support to
the Saudis, the royal family promised
Trump that their military would undergo
rigorous US training to reduce civilian
casualties, signing a $750m training pro-
gram.
 The Saudis also agreed that US advis-
ers would sit in their air operations con-
trol center; previously, only a small US
team was allowed to operate from another
office to coordinate logistical assistance.
 But US training or having a seat in the
operations control center will not stop the
conflict; only a ceasefire and political
talks will do that. In December 2015, UN
peace talks were launched in conjunction
with a ceasefire but no agreement was
reached; the same happened in October
2016.  The United Nations Security
Council is now making another attempt to
address the conflict, calling on all parties
to allow unhindered access to humanitar-
ian supplies, to keep all ports functioning
(especially the critical port of Hudaidah,
which the Saudis have threatened to take
from Houthi control), and to make a
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The Yemeni people are on the brink of
famine after two years of conflict. In
this time, millions of people have been
displaced from their homes. And with-
out adequate access to medical supplies
or facilities, every ten minutes a child
dies in Yemen due to preventable dis-
ease.
 Yet at a time when the Yemeni people
desperately need an end to violence,
President Trump is proposing to sell
nearly $510 million worth of weapons,
including precision-guided munitions,
to Saudi Arabia. Saudi Arabia’s use of
these munitions in Yemen has fueled the
conflict in Yemen, creating a humanitar-
ian catastrophe. Tomorrow, Congress
will vote on this arms deal that would
be used to fuel the war in Yemen. The
Yemeni people need peace – not more
bombs.
 “Congress should signal its concern
for human rights, international humani-
tarian law and survival of the Yemeni
people by blocking this arms sale,” said
Scott Paul, Oxfam Senior Humanitarian
Policy Advisor.  “Yemen is already on
the brink of famine with 7 million peo-
ple facing severe hunger and 18.8 mil-
lion in need of aid; the sale of precision-

guided munitions will only further exac-
erbate the growing humanitarian crisis.
The administration may not directly
drop bombs in Yemen, but by providing

Saudi Arabia with additional arms, the
U.S. government will fuel and legiti-
mize a conflict that, for the sake of the
millions in need, must urgently be
resolved.“ 

Oxfam: While Yemen is on the brink of famine,
US bombs will make life harder for Yemenis

Civil war—fueled by US bombs—is driving Yemen into crisis. 

Writings �´�C���C���� �`�:�=���±���û�0�����ý���E���¹�b�4�����±���C�<���P���C���ê���Ï�P�;���
���C�8���R���­
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by Oliver Milman

The life of a Wyoming mule deer is a tough
one. In order to survive, thousands of the
deer undertake an arduous 150-mile migra-
tion twice a year to find food. Manmade
and natural hazards abound on this two-
month trek.
“It’s not just about getting from point A to
B, they have to forage all along the way,”
said Matt Kauffman, a University of Wyo-
ming zoologist. “These animals are slowly
starving to death all winter. If winter is
long enough or they are held up, the ani-
mals will die.”
Migrating animals can wander on to high-
ways and be flattened by trucks, or tumble
through frozen lakes. Fences, mining oper-
ations and other obstacles also provide a
challenge. But for the mule deer, there is no
choice – they must follow what Kauffman
calls the “green wave” of young, lush vege-
tation from the mountainous greater Yel-
lowstone area to the brush of Wyoming’s
interior as the seasons change. They either
move or starve.
This Red Desert to Hoback migration is the
longest in the contiguous US and, despite
having occurred for thousands of years,
was only fully discovered by researchers in
2011. Its epic length is rivaled only by the
“path of the pronghorn”, a journey that
takes America’s fastest land mammal on a
biannual trudge to and from Grand Teton
national park in search of water.
These migration routes take the animals
through a patchwork of public and private
land. The importance of publicly owned
national parks was recognized long ago,
but these crucial wildlife corridors linking
protected areas are only starting to be

understood and valued.
But the nascent movement to safeguard
wildlife corridors – vital for animals as
diverse as wolves, bears, elk, tortoises
and ground-dwelling birds – is now at
risk. In recent years, congressional
Republicans have pushed for federal
land in the western states to be handed
over for development. With Donald
Trump now in the White House, these
ambitions could come to fruition.
A bill put forward by Jason Chaffetz, a
Utah congressman, to sell off 3.3m
acres of federal land was hastily with-
drawn following uproar from conserva-
tionists and the outdoor recreation
industry. But with Trump voicing sup-
port for greater oil and gas drilling on
public land, wildlife corridors risk
being disrupted or even severed.
“When a migrating mule deer hits an
energy development area, they tend to
speed up or try to detour around them,”
said Kauffman. “This affects their
access to food and makes migrations
more difficult. As these corridors
become less viable, they can be lost.
“Selling off public land would risk that.
We are are at the infancy of understand-
ing wildlife corridors, but we are start-
ing to make progress. It looks like that
could all be wound back.”
The deer and pronghorn that roamed
the western states before white settlers
arrived may no longer be in the tens of
millions, but these species are currently
at little risk of extinction. Still, their
abundance could be severely hit if their
corridors are lost, which raises concerns
for recreational hunters, as well as ecol-
ogists who study the network of life in
the west.

Wolves and bears require reliable access
to prey species. Unlike hoofed animals
that have well-worn, repeated pathways,
wolves and bears disperse to adjoining
lands depending on the dynamics of their
groups. Young male wolves, for example,
tend to leave groups in order to establish
new ones elsewhere. The reintroduction of
gray wolves to Yellowstone in 1995 has
created a ripple effect – wolves have
moved through a network of protected
areas as far as Washington state.
While most landowners are happy to
allow deer or elk pass through their land,
wolves or bears aren’t quite as welcome
given their tendency to devour livestock.
The population of grizzly bears in the Yel-
lowstone region has rebounded sixfold
since it was placed under federal protec-
tion in 1975. Surrounding states, pres-
sured by landowners concerned about
bears exiting the national park, have suc-
cessfully persuaded the federal Fish and
Wildlife Service that the species should be
delisted to allow them to be hunted.
Conservationists are increasingly turning
their attention to private landowners to
help promote and secure wildlife corri-
dors. In a single 20-mile search for food, a
species may cross land overseen by the
US Forest Service, the Bureau of Land
Management and privately owned
ranches.
“It’s a real mix,” said Mark Elsbree, vice-
president of the Conservation Fund, which
works to buy private land to avoid bottle-
necks in migration routes. “Private land-
owners are generally interested in wildlife
habitat but as the properties are sold, the
generations turn over, we risk losing that
connectivity. New migration routes keep
coming up on our radar and we need to act

“The pinch points for migration typically
exist on private land,” said Elsbree. “But
if federal lands were to change hands,
then the very platform upon which spe-
cies survive will be compromised.”
Climate change provides another threat
to wildlife corridors. Maps produced by
the Nature Conservancy last year
showed the stark implications for nearly
3,000 species in North and South Amer-
ica. Many are already retreating north-
ward to cope with warming tempera-
tures, although a pathway isn’t always
evident. According to a study published
last year, only 41% of US land area is
currently connected enough to allow spe-
cies to move to more bearable climes
Some will have nowhere to go, either
hemmed in by human constructions or
simply a lack of livable space. “The bot-
tom line is that species will need to
move or adapt, or die,” said Brad
McRae, a senior landscape ecologist at
the Nature Conservancy.
“More and more people are understand-
ing that wildlife needs protection outside
distinct national parks, especially with
climate change,” said Elsbree. “It’s
important that we look at the whole sys-
tem. If lands are sold and developed, we
could lose some migration routes. We
need to avoid that happening.”

Theguardian : New threats to public lands

upon that.”
In 2015, the Conservation Fund pur-
chased a 364-acre property at a notori-
ous bottleneck for the mule deer’s Red
Desert-to-Hoback route, near the city of
Pinedale, Wyoming. The fund then
switched its attention to the greater sage
grouse, known for its elaborate mating
rituals and for being in the middle of a
struggle between its protection and land
development.
The sage grouse has been known to
move up to 100 miles at a time,
between its sage brush winter habitat to
open meadows used to rear young. The
species has lost almost half of its habitat
since European settlers arrived, with
45% of its remaining domain on state
and private lands.
n February, the Conservation Fund
scooped up 100,000 acres of sage
grouse habitat in Idaho, Wyoming and
Colorado, but risks remain. Senate
Republicans are attempting to end fed-
eral involvement in sage grouse protec-
tion, which could allow the states to
open up more habitat for drilling.

endanger
America's
unique 
wildlife 
corridors

This Land is Your Land

Mule deer, pronghorn and other animals rely on unbroken migration routes for food
and survival, a necessity in jeopardy as Trump pushes for development
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to avoid the spiral of community divi-
sion, unspeakable civil-religious divide
in the UK, and fear of faith groups to
practice their religion in public.

 The power of language

So instead of the act of terror shaping
and defining the language and termi-
nology, on the contrary, today’s power
of language and terminology defines,
shapes, and even manipulates the very
definition of the act itself, so the words
decide what is terror and what is not.
So the terminology used to describe
the Newcastle incident defined the
very violent act by denouncing that it
was “terrorism”.
 Today’s rising restlessness, which is
propelled by the use of terminology,
suggests that there is a multi-facet to
the language. It can have an extended
impact and power on uniting and, argu-
ably, dividing faith groups in Britain.
 By heralding a linguistic twist to
define any violent act targeting the
public, terminology should be care-
fully selected with an aim to promote
vigilance rather than Islamophobia.
 This emphasizes the need to look
deeper beyond the language used by
the media, in order to gain a real
understanding of how words, imagery
and the actual act operates in defining
“terrorism”.
________________________
Dr. Halla Diyab is an award winning screen-writer,
producer, broadcaster, a published author and an
activist. She has a Ph.D. in English and American
Studies from the University of Leicester. She car-
ried out research in New Orleans, USA while
working on her thesis “The Examination of Margi-
nality and Minorities in the Drama and Film of
Tennessee Wil-liams”. 

Human error

Between the paradox of
imagery and linguistics lies a
steep feeling of public fear
and anxiety, which are hard-
ened to intractability, and
nowhere is this more evident
than in the current incident
in Newcastle, where a
human error of losing control
of a vehicle was immediately

assumed to be a terror attack.
 The restaging of an image, which is
intensively associated with terror attacks,
provokes an element of a utilitarian and col-
lective fear culture with the hallmark of
violence. The shrewd classification of what
terrorism is and what terrorism is not, is
uniquely weaving linguistic caution and
implicit oratory to how a violent act against
a collective crowd is and should be
reported.
 The public perception of the Newcastle
incident varied and this variation derives
from tagging the event from an “incident”
to an “accident” to a “collision”, and the
word “ploughed” which is recently asso-
ciated with terror, is quickly replaced with
“struck”, all to avoid the possibility for it to
be seen as an “act of terror” or an “attack”.
 This linguistic variation is witnessed
among the Muslim community itself where
some tag the catastrophe as an “incident”,
and where some Muslims suspect the
female driver did it intentionally.
 The public fever over what terminology
should be used to describe an event shrouds
the general rhetoric from the heads of
states, to the general public, underlining
how the use of language in reporting is used

Dr. Halla Diyab

In response to the Newcastle
Eid incident – where a car
ploughed into Muslim wor-
shippers gathering for Eid
prayers near Newcastle
mosque leaving two children
in intensive care, a sense of
fear has engulfed Muslim
communities in the UK that
they might be again subject
to Islamophobic and hate
attacks after that of the Finsbury Park.
 Reading more into the details of the
attack, the press emphasized the lin-
guistic pretext that it was not believed
to be a terrorist incident, over contextu-
alizing the circumstances of the attack
or the destiny of the victims, questions
whether we are witnessing a growing
rise of terror-themed phrases and
imagery related to the rhetoric of the
aftermath of street terrorism.
 The fear is fed by the current modi-
fied linguistic terms used to define
scenes of terror, especially those
related to Islamophobic attacks. The
image of a car ploughing above the
pavement targeting the crowd is asso-
ciated today with what a terror attack
looks like.
 This image is certainly evoked by
attacks like the Nice Bastille Day kill-
ing, the Westminster attack, and Fins-
bury Park, to name a few. It gradually
grows to be a visual archetype of the
global popular culture of terror; a very
steep visual framework but the twist
lies in the language used in the way it
is reported to the general public; terror
or not terror.

Linguistic variations in describing acts of terror
Between the paradox of imagery and linguistics lies a steep feeling of public fear and anxiety, which are 

hardened to intractability, and nowhere is this more evident than in the current incident in Newcastle
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