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right and possibilities and we will extend sacri-
fices until will defeat the aggressor who assaulted
our people, structures and resources. 

Hodeidah Port and Iranian Weapons

*  What does the aggression want from the esca-
lation toward Hodeidah seaport?
- Hodeidah Seaport is the main life artery for the
passage of human assistances and commercial
goods to more than 80% of the Yemen popula-
tion, and, consequently, the purpose of targeting
this port seeks to multiply the aggravation of the
bad living situations of the Yemenis and to final-
ize all aspects of the human catastrophe which
constitutes a crime of genocide against an entire
nation.. particularly with the escalation
of oppressions at the time being under the pretext
of control procedures on the port under
the UN mechanism of investigation and inspec-
tion , in addition to the Saudi aggression
practices targeting to straiten all vessels arriving
at the port and rather to hinder and deny
the entry of many of them in an endeavor to
straiten the Yemeni citizen’s living and also
to multiply burdens and obligations on the trans-
port and marine insurance for the purpose
to limit their arrival and operation of their voy-
ages to Hodeidah seaport .
*  What is repeated by the coalition countries
media is that Iranian weapons are entered
through Hodeidah port, what is your answer to
this suggestion?
-  These are baseless pretexts of which the world
has become aware and the international
media spoke that stating that there are no Iranian
weapons entering Yemen. and we here
at the same time highly praise the Iranian sympa-
thy with the people of Yemen’s grievance , and
we reiterate our decisive denial of these allega-
tions being followed by the countries of the coa-
lition of aggression headed by Saudi Arabia . If
Saudi Arabia and UAE have a problem or are
geographically in dispute with Iran, there are sea
borders between them , but in Yemen and its
structures, resources , people , absolutely there is
no presence for Iran and our relations with Iran
like our relations with any other country ,
it is a reciprocal relationship based on mutual
respect in the path of good and peace and
not in the path of aggression on anyone.
The diplomatic dossier
*  On the diplomatic aspect, Hadi and his govern-
ment are dominating Yemen embassies, consu-
lates and diplomatic missions, what the extent of
the effect of this domination on the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs’ functioning in the National Sal-
vation Government?
- This issue falls within the essentials of the
Saudi game of aggression on Yemen, and it
is natural result of Resolution 2216 which was
issued as a UN cover for what was called
the legitimacy of Hadi’s expired tenure in accor-
dance with the Yemeni political settlement initia-
tives and the Gulf Initiative Time Schedule which
fixed legitimate two years for Hadi in power , the
two year expired and Hadi resigned and he and
his government abandoned the national and his-
torical responsibility placed on their shoulders.
Abdrabbu Mansour Hadi, furthermore - and
backed by the Saudi money, caused the Security
Council Resolution 2216 which limited our dip-
lomatic movement , but he did not prevent us to
communicate our voice to world , it is correct
that the money of Hadi’s maters blocked our
voice for a period of time, and made it difficult
for us to go  out and meet countries in Europe
and America because the resolution refers to
Hadi and his gang as those who are having the
legitimacy of the people and the constitution in
the Republic of Yemen, and this image was
drawn by the Gulf money and oil in the biggest
paradox to the international public opinion in the
history.. but the honest people of Yemen assimi-
lated the blows and legendarily resisted under the
fires of the defamed facts and during this period
and resistance they removed the makeup of the
false image to the world and the truth became
clear making the reality completely different to
say to the world that 80-90% of the people of
Yemen wanted the National Salvation Govern-

ment in accordance with a constitutional, parlia-
mentary, popular and mass legitimacy …. We
are the majority willingly or unwillingly.
*  Interrupting: Now, how the matters are going
on in the diplomatic communication? And what
about the use of the South’s file in the interna-
tional arenas and the coalition countries endeav-
ors to separate south Yemen from its
north?
-  Now the efforts of disclosing the facts to the
world are proceeding to the biggest transfigura-
tion by virtue of the continuous communication
… as our voice has reached the world and the
international media started to interact with the
Yemeni grievance , where the French Lomond
Newspaper will send during the next days a
group of journalists to investigate the human sit-
uations in Yemen and also CNN network is
thinking to do so and others are coming from
Europe. As for their use of the south
Yemen file and serration of the south from the
north, this is a broken disc which tried to
use in the summer of 1994 and they failed and
they will fail today, not only because that
Yemen unity is a product of a historical charter,
crowning of the people of Yemen’s
struggle and sacrifices of its
natives and an internation-
ally, UN and historically
recognized charter , but
because the biggest popula-
tion bloc in the north, the
south, the east and the west
believe in the Yemeni unity
and the unity of Yemen’s
land and human and the
unity of Yemen identity
through history , and, con-
sequently, the world recog-
nizes the strong human
gatherings having a deep-
rooted issue of existence
and identity and not an
issue of power or benefits.
*  Presently, which embas-
sies still existing in
Yemen? and are Yemen
embassies in
their countries belonging to
the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the National Sal-
vation Government in
Sana’a ?
-  There are four embas-
sies, the Russian embassy
is existing in Yemen and
functioning in full fledged
as well as the Iranian, Pal-
estinian and Syrian embas-
sies.. and also Yemen’s
embassies are existing in
the countries of these coun-
tries and they belong to Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. We have also communication not only
with these embassies in Sana’a but with the
embassies of the world which they were in
Yemen via Oman, Beirut, Moscow and others ,
and we also have other alternatives capable of
communicating the information we want to com-
municate and these alternatives have performed
their role reliably to the full mark. 

Yemeni Communities

* Do you mean Yemen communities abroad?
- No , I don’t mean the communities only, we are
talking about a governmental, diplomatic and
political activity with the official agencies in the
great countries like Russia , USA, France and
other friendly countries.
*  I mean the communities as an alternative in
respect of the civil work and external protests, is
there any coordination between you?
-  Coordination through civil non-governmental
organizations with our communities
abroad is good and continuing , and through
Ministry of Immigrants is more than good..
and what should be referred to and praised is that
the Yemeni communities plaid their roles in dis-
closing to the peoples of the world the truth of
what is going on in Yemen in terms of a forgot-

ten Saudi/UAE/US aggression and crimes of gen-
ocide purporting to the world that they are a sal-
vation to the people of Yemen… it is correct there
are those who try split in the lines of the Yemeni
communities between north and south ..but we
will never reach this level and also our Yemeni
communities are up to the people of
Yemen’s good thought and they are more much
aware thanks to their knowledge, culture,
continuous work and constant rejection of any
inference in the affairs of their motherland
(Yemen) and, subsequently they are insubordinate
to those attempts whatsoever Hadi and
his gang exercise any separatist behaviors (north
– south) or to proceed on the line of territorial,
identifying or sectarian separation between the
Yemenis within Yemen and abroad.
*  What is your call to the Yemeni communities in
this regard?
-  My call to all our Yemeni brothers in the
Yemeni communities spreading around the world
to forget all the fabricated differences and to pay
attention to the infiltrators and to remember only
that they are Yemenis only … my legal, functional
and constitutional responsibility as Yemen Minis-

ter of Foreign Affairs obligates me – and I am
proud of this obligation - to

serve every Yemeni from
Socotra to Saada and from

Midi up to AlWadea , all of
us are Yemenis – we do not

know something called
north and south – I was born

in Aden and I feel while in
Sana’a that I am its native
and I lived in t throughout
my life and it was and will

remain a warm bosom to all
the natives of Yemen and it
was and is still their capital
containing the coexistence
of diversity and difference

of all types.

Yemeni students suffering

*  The Yemeni student are
displaced after the stoppage
of their financial allocations

and quarter entitlements ,
and of whom are those who

are threatened to be
removed from their resi-

dences and those who were
already removed and have

stopped their studying pro-
gram. Could you please

explain to us as Minister of
Foreign Affairs what is

going on in this regard? And
who is responsible for our

students abroad and the politi-
cization of this file? 

- We perceive the extent of the suffering sustained
by our Yemeni students as a result of
the economic embargo and Hadi’s and his gang’s
deliberate politicization of the file of
students sent for studying abroad , where Hadi’s
and his assistants’ message to the student was
clear, implied threats to them and to their educa-
tional future in the hosting countries, as the
instructions contained in Hadi government’s letter
to the embassies and cultural attachés in the
embassies and consulates directed not to deal with
the students coming from Sana’a-based expedit-
ing authorities… and the results of this were that
the entitlements of our students in Syria, Lebanon
and other countries were discontinued .
Politicization of the students file represents an
attempt to acquire the loyalty of our students by
promising them that they will receive their full
entitlements - and we said to student no problem
therein particularly that their circumstances
abroad are very difficult and the embassies and
consulates treat them discriminately.
*  Did the student receive their entitlements based
upon those promises ? and what Ministry of For-
eign Affairs in the National Salvation Govern-
ment can extend to them?
-  Definitely they received only for the last qua ter
of the year 2016 and only some of them as per the

complaints reaching us and published by media
about the situations of the Yemeni students
abroad … despite the politicization of their file
and Hadi’s and his Riyadh-based government’s
promises to them that they will pay them their
financial allocations but these promises were
false to prove to the students Hadi’s and his
assistants’ falseness and their intentions to
destroy everything.
It is regretful to say that the Government of the
National Salvation cannot extend something to
them, we are in a very huge financial hard-
ship….there had been a financial system com-
mitted to pay their quarterly entitlements regu-
larly and shoulder the responsibility therefor, and
there had been revenues from inside and outside
and Sana’a was disbursing the salaries and enti-
tlements of the students for all the Yemeni map
what happened is that Hadi and his gang and
under directions y their masters worked on
moving CBY and diverting the course of the rev-
enues within and outside the country and
cheated the Yemeni people – pubic servants, stu-
dents women and children , and these
are their traits , despite their obligation before
UN to shoulder the responsibility of disburse-
ment to all Yemenis after moving CBY.
*  Did you inform UN about the consequences of
moving CBY and the economic embargo impacts
as UN is the one who accepted the obligation
and gave the green light to Hadi and his govern-
ment ? and what is your call to UN in respect
thereof ?
-  Definitely UN is informed whether through
our communication with them officially or
through its knowledge from its international
organizations… and, consequently, my call
to UN is to look at the truth of the matters and it
will be noted by it that the one who claims legiti-
macy is the aggressor and he is the one who
drove and is driving the country into this human
catastrophe and this destruction which caused by
about 25 consecutive months of aggression and
embargo … and I reiterate my call to the UN
although – as I said to you previously – I do not
blame UN , but I blame the dirty money paid by
Saudi Arabia in billions and thereby purchased
the voices of the international community ,
except few of them - and fabricated the truths
and reports and brought false witnesses and por-
trayed its victims as originally aggressors .. the
dirty money changed the image of the Yemeni
situation and scene completely to the extent of
paradox to the world .. they alleged that we
encourage ISIS and Al-Qeada in Yemen … and
the truth is that we war ISIS not encourage them
… and the one who encourages ISIS, Al-Qaeda
and Al-Nura Front and others of the extremism
and terrorism components in the Arab world and
the world in Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and those
who are with it in the Gulf Oil Club , and there
are well-known to the world.
Finally
*  Excellency Minister, is there a final word you
would like to say at the conclusion of this dia-
logue?
-  Finally, I highly appraise the role of the Arab
American media, led by the Arab
American Today – in investigating the truth of
what is going on in Yemen in terms of
aggression, embargo , war and genocide, this is
the liberate media that resisted against
Gulf solicitations and moneys , traced the road of
truths disclosing the paradoxes which
are worked out against Yemen and stood in the
face of the aggression and embargo …
and I say to all our Yemen communities, sons
and fathers abroad particularly our communities
in USA that they have to perceive that Yemen
will come back better than it had been and there
should be an optimistic vision … it is right that
we sustained what was not sustained by anyone,
we sustained aggression, embargo, killing and
destruction by the most fatal weapons … and our
victory – God willing – will be the consequence
of this examination - let all hoist our heads
highly as long as the proud Yemen blood in run-
ning in our veins. Cameraman : Nagi Al-Samaw

* America is not the��
greatest devil but it is

Saudi Arabia who financed
ISIS, AlQaeda and 

Al-Nursa Front.
* Harvest of the aggression

on Yemen is 15,000
martyrs, 50,000 injured

and 8 million people
starving.

* The Yemenis will revolt
only against Saudi Arabia

who were excessive in
killing and abusing them.

* United Nations is an
organization of a gathering
of countries seeking, as per
the respective interests, to
make harmony and not to

realize the truth.
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Embargo and Economy

*  What was done by Ministry of Foreign
Affairs in respect of the embargo imposed on
Yemen, and specifically the closure of Sana’a
airport?
- We have communicated with all the countries of
the world , international arena events and interna-
tional blocs gatherings without exception, and
made the world informed that we have an eco-
nomic, political and criminal grievance and that
the continuation of the closure of Sana’a interna-
tional airport and targeting of other airports and
air, land and sea transport foundations was a major
factor in the aggravation of the difficult human sit-
uations and is a threat to the lives of a lot of
patients and the elderly and the needy for
medicines from abroad , not to mention the stu-
dents studying abroad and the stranded citizens
and the businessmen whose business activities are
hindered and subsequently affecting their support
to the national economy, and as for the interna-
tional and UN responses, there are many and
rather condemned so much the embargo and
aggression and called human organizations for the
necessary re-opening of the Sana’a but all went in
vain.
*  Economically, and you are an economist and
administrator of reputed wide experience ,
what happened and is happening to Yemen
economy? and what the move of Central Bank
of Yemen (CBY) means?
-  Yemen economy has been the main target of the
land, air and sea embargo, a target
for the destructive barbaric aggression on the
infrastructure and also a target for moving
CBY… our economic situation was difficult after
2011 disorder and even before moving CBY, and
we were hardly trying to confront the aggression
over one year and nine months under simple pos-
sibilities, the aggression has accounts in trillions
of dollars in world banks and we people depend-
ing upon what we have in terms of little oil and
gas and other modest resources compared the
aggressive country’s resources like Saudi
Arabia and UAE , and, subsequently, came the
embargo , CBY move, bank notes (liquidity) scar-
city and diversion of the course of customs and
tax revenues to be as the knockout blow .. when
Saudi Arabia and its allies that they can not beat
us militarily , then they started strengthening the
embargo, preventing the flow of goods from
abroad except those coming from Saudi Arabia
and outside the customs ports and through its
clients and mercenaries . and traders were pur-

chasing goods from Saudi Arabia in US dollar
and Saudi riyal and supply the goods to the local
market, and when Saudi Arabia perceived the
exhaustion of the US dollar and foreign cur-
rency, they said they want Yemeni riyal and
worked on drawing the Yemeni riyal bank notes
, and thereafter they plaid the public salaries
game and stopped the disbursement thereof via
the move of CBY within the framework of its
economic war with the aim to confuse the
national forces.

*  What this monopoly conduct means from a
pure economic perspective ?
-  It means a lot and rather it is considered an
axial pole around which the economic aggres-
sion revolves , as this opportunist behavior and
aggression is an attempt to withdraw the
national currency from Yemen market after
reducing or exhausting the foreign currency, and
the aim is to link your living as Yemeni people
to the Saudi political decision in future so that
you can not eat food unless upon Saudi Arabia’s
approval….briefly : that Saudi Arabia wanted
by the embargo to link Yemen economy and
market to what is decided by it negatively or
positively as if Yemen is a Saudi province or
county. It was a very huge plot crowned by the
move of CBY and denial of the salaries of the
public servants numbering more than one mil-
lion five hundred thousand and when you multi-
ply this figure by 5-6 persons then you will have
7-8 million people dependent on the public sala-
ries of whom 400,000 in the army , those Yeme-
nis today are facing the hardship of living
because of the barbarity of those who call them-
selves as Muslims, legitimacy supporters and
custodians of the faith and the two holy
mosques.
*  In your opinion, on what Saudi Arabia and its
allies are betting by this embargo?
-  Saudi Arabia is betting by this embargo and
the suspension of salaries and closure of
Sana’a airport on the collapse of the State’s
institutions and then revolution to break out
against the existing status, the national forces ,
and the Sana’a-based governmental and
parliamentary legitimacy represented by the
Supreme Political Bureau and the National
Salvation Government and the House of Repre-
sentatives …. and this is impossible, ..the
Yemenis will only revolt against Saudi Arabia
who sharpened the killing tool on them
and went too far in murdering them in wedding
parties and condolence halls, markets,

residential quarters , water supply resources ,
public roads and who destroyed their country and
its resources.

The Political Path

*  Where did your efforts reach in respect of
restoring the political path at the internal and
external levels ? are there signs of hope therein?
-  Ministry of Foreign Affairs is in full coordina-
tion with the anti-aggression political components
particularly the main components “ Peoples Gen-
eral Congress (PGC)” and Ansar Allah , and when
time comes to commence the peace negotiations
in Yemen, our work will be mutual , this is inter-
nally, as for the external aspect, the true image
started to become clear for the path of the negotia-
tions, and the beginning they were talking about
negotiations with some clients, mercenaries and
Saudi Arabia’s subordinates. I , as Minister of For-
eign Affairs and through my acquaintance with the
developments at the local , regional and interna-
tional levels , frankly say : there is no peace in
Yemen and the Gulf and Arab area without the
presence of Saudi Arabia as a party to the negotia-
tions , as it is the one who aggressed and who is
funding the mercenaries , terrorism and extremism
and the one who support them with weapons,
ammunition , money and destructive plans to all
foundations of life in Yemen , and if you agree
with those small parties you will not reach peace
…unless you agree with the essential funder , the
biggest devil , so, it is useless to negotiate with
those client parties whose only concern is to gain
livelihood from the Saudi treasury …. The biggest
devil is Saudi Arabia not USA , and
nevertheless, we assure Saudi Arabia that we are
not enemies to the Saudi people , but
Saudi Arabia is the aggressor and we are peace
callers and we can live together as
brotherly neighbors. 
*  After this destruction and embargo, is there still
a room for peace and political
solution ?
- Yes, the peace slogan is still hoisted – the peace
of braves and not the peace of
surrender - why we talk about extending our hand
for peace - we were not talking bout
fast battles and fast victory – there neither a win-
ner no a defeated – no one can eliminate
the other – we talking about people living adjacent
other people for thousands of years and they fight
each other and reconcile and exchange brotherly
benefits and interests and they will be so until
earth is recovered by God . There is no war or
conflict continuing with any people in the region ,
every people manage their own affairs and system
, we have our own State and respective affairs
which no one has something to do therewith,
we are Yemeni and will agree between each other ,
we fought in the 1760s and the 1970s then we
agreed for the interest of natives and country …
and at the same time we say to the world and the
brothers in the Gulf that there is no peace without
negotiation and agreement with the neighbor who
owns money, weapon, terrorists, extremists ,
mercenaries and makes friends with the world by
its money not by its ethics … they
destroyed and murdered our people and injured
our sons and embargoed our economy
and livelihood, and therefore, Saudi Arabia has to
the price thereof and it shall be liable
for the remedy of what she committed against the
Yemenis … this happened in all countries of the
world including America where the north and the
south warred and reconciled and they corrected
what they committed against each other and today
they coexisting peacefully , and the same thing
happened in Japan, Korea , China, the
countries of Europe and others.
Differences of the political accord’s two elements
*  What is the truth of the conflicts witnessed by
some of the State’s institutions between the politi-
cal accord’s elements PGC and ANsar Allah
(Houthes) about which different mass media
spoke ?
-  Differences and controversies are a healthy state
in every country and between all parties and polit-
ical components in the world, and not Yemen only,
even in USA, dispute happens between the Repub-
licans and the democrats and sometimes reaches

the extent of accusations that this contacted the
Russians and was with the Russians and this
spied on that , and subsequently demonstrations
and protests break out eventually expressing the
difference and general democratic space, so
what is wrong with Yemen, the nation which is
still in the phase of development and the early
construction of the airs of democracy, subse-
quently, it is natural to have the existence of a
lot of differences and bigger challenges…there
are political differences in the visions about the
governance or special disputes on the State’s
cadre, power or wealth sharing all are lawful
reasons for difference … but they all fall within
square of the construction of the one Yemen and
solidarity in confronting the aggression and
maintaining the unity of Republic of Yemen and
the social texture …all are disputes that do not
lead to personal hostility or fighting.
Our fighting each other is beyond the sun to
Saudi’s dream to reach and for nay partisan
dispute there are many solutions , for those who
motivates differences we can deal with them to
extent sufficient to save us from their evil.

Duality of war and peace

* US Secretary of Defense in the eve of his visit
to Riyadh few days ago has had positive state-
ments calling for political solution and this what
made the National Salvation Government repre-
sented by H.E. Minister of Foreign Affairs ini-
tiate to  welcome these statements …but a lot of
analysts see that those statements as out of de-
escalation and preparation for the aggressive
escalation in a greater manner, as similar state-
ments had preceded this case …. what is your
say thereon?
-  We welcome the positive statements whether
they were on the path of de-escalation and
military tactics as you meant in your question,
or they were as a continuation of the paradox to
the world… we are talking about a desire for
peace and at the same time we are prepared for
war and for defending our homeland, people and
dignity… welcoming by us of a statement
expresses the truth of the necessity of the politi-
cal solution..it does not mean that we sleep and
rely thereupon..if they want peace we are with
peace , and if they want aggression and war, we
are fit thereto, so , with peace there is peace and
with other than peace we are prepared to fight
with whoever for tens of years , we are a coun-
try of peace and a country of weapons prepared
to confront any attempted invasion or aggres-
sion on it .. our welcoming of the US Secretary
of Defense’s statement expresses our good faith
and a willingness for de-escalation because,
eventually, peoples/nations live in peace even if
conflicts take place between the regimes.
The other issue is that …. still we have a belief
that USA is a country of order and law
and one of the strongest countries of the world
that call for peaceful coexistence … and
we want to engage by talks with USA on peace ,
order, law, civil peaceful coexistence
…provided that such talks should not be on the
account of our security, dignity and
sovereignty.
*  Before the National Salvation Government’s
acceptance of the duality of war and peace,
could please tell us about what you have in
respect of the escalation on Hodeidah seaport
and the preparedness for war?
-  We in Ministry of Foreign Affairs of National
Salvation Government have addressed
the world and the participants in the Human
Undertakings Conference recently held in
Geneva to work on stopping all actions and
practices falling under the economic war
against the people of Yemen and which are rep-
resented in the continuous targeting of
Hodeidah seaport and the continuance of the
seizure of Sana’a Airport and other
Yemeni ports and we demanded the conferees,
the international community and the world to
put pressure toward lifting the embargo on
Sana’a airport …as on the war level and con-
frontation of the aggression, we are ready with
thousands of fighters and volunteers to confront
the aggression with all what have in terms of

.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Special interview



....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

May 2017 -Volume : 5 - Iss :53���¤�¹�P�4���±���—���E�����C�(�±���E�;�����±���— �Ï���œ�š�›�¡�����b���C�����Ï�b�=���±���d�8���R���M�± A R A B  A M E R I C A N  T O D A Y���d���R�4���±���E�9����WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET 20

war unmatched in history. After we were
aggressed by our neighbor and brotherly
Saudi Arabia, we were not ready, neither
with weapon nor with money or media, we
were in a situation of external-internal
plotting conflict because of the Saudi money
that financed problems, fundamentalism,
terrorism and the Arab Spring , and with such
dirty early financing and planning, they were
ready with US and UK weapons and by
purchasing the international opinions and
loyalties of the media, politicians and the
influential in the international policy.., they
were also ready with the false image which
they framed it out with baseless pretexts and
contractions.

*  When you were in USA, what was
conducted between you and the American
politicians and the stakeholders of the civil
organizations and US government ? and
what was the image perceived by you then
?
- Profound discussions were held with them
about the Saudi aggression and the US
supporting position thereto politically,
logistically and with armament… and I
perceived a false mental image which was
prepared early by the money barons in the
Gulf and specifically the money and oil of
the neighbor Saudi Arabia … and it is the
image which was circulated to the world
including the UN institutional and
international security frameworks … this
image tells only that a group of coup Houthis
together with President
Saleh’s supporters have seized power in
Yemen and expelled the legitimate president
and that USA supports this president, whom
they call as legitimate, and supports the good
efforts of Saudi Arabia which is attempting
to reinstate this president…this is the image
which the US institutions, politicians and
organizations have been deliberating and
promoting and it is the image which was
drawn for a heavy price exceeded 480
million US dollar distributed in Europe and
USA as advertisements and support to US
research institutions and public relations
lobbies and rather it was distributed to US
politicians, researchers and pressmen on the
basis of field visits or Saudi-funded
researches reached the biggest US
advertising houses …. So, what do you
expect from this ? do you expect
the American people to remember other
people suffering these situations at tens of
thousands of kilometers away … definitely
not……the US people believe the organized
and huge propaganda they hear through
media, but when they know the facts, they
absolutely do not keep silent on the policy of
killing and destruction consequential to the
gross faults of the US policy, this is the US
nation whom I know and with whom I lived
as a student for a period of time.

*  In your opinion, what is the cause of the
paradoxes between the US
people/nation and the US policy?

-  The matters are very clear … the US
Administration seeks for its interests and
the increment of the US national income,
and to serve that, it sells weapons, logistics
services, and sells cooperation and it works
on bringing together other countries in their
side against the Russian camp and the
Chinese camp, and, consequently, it
follows its own interests and does not
follow the principles or cultures of the
American people which is based on co-
existence, the unique diversity and multiple
identity and the principles of peace of
humanism. I lived in USA for a long period
and I was member of the American
Shooting Sports Club, and I perceived the
truth that the people of America are
cultured and they like the hobby of weapon
and are peace and coexistence loving
people , they are the people who listen ,
think and analyze and they are well
directed people, when a person goes to his
work at 9 am he performs his job up to 5
pm then he takes his dinner and sits in front
of the TV which is dominated by the
aggression machine and which purchased
its loyalty.
But the American people via other
knowledge, they read and communicate
socially, and they started to know the truth
of what is going on in Yemen. They knew
that what happened in Yemen is direct
aggression by a country who wants to be or
to gain the function of the US policeman in
the Arabian Peninsula.

Yemen and Trump’s decisions

*  What is your viewpoints toward
Trump’s inclusion of Yemen within the
countries whose nationals are prevented
from travel to UAS?
- This question is very important – as there
is a lot of confusion therein and I would to
clarify to all : Firstly there was what is
called the strict scrutiny on entry and visit
visas to USA and it was valid two years
prior to the aggression start, and this
scrutiny was bigger than what the new
president Trump spoke about and his
decision or talk was not new to us , but
what happened thereafter is the Arab,
international and American media
amplification , and at the time while
President Trump called for strict scrutiny in
respect of US visas , and this an American
unchallenged right , the aggression media
focused on Yemen as if we are the origin of
terrorism, the announcement was political ,
through which president Trump wanted to
make the American people feel that he
protects them against terrorism and
prevents the Muslim terrorists from
reaching the people of America, but the
result came contrary to that, as the people
of America came out showing
solidarity with the US Islamic
communities, particularly the Yemeni
community, then Trump perceived his fault
and remedies were commenced through US

judicial institutions which sensed
discrimination that does not express the
people of America
who know that terrorists come from
European countries and they have French,
Belgian, Italian and American passports…
terrorism has neither a country nor a religion
, terrorism can come even from the
American themselves. 

*  You communicated with US Congress
members in respect of the Saudi-US
aggression, what were the answers from
the Congress?
- The answers that came to us from the US
Congress were positive stating that the US
Administration’s decision were hastily taken
without consideration and they were
decision not considered by the Congress and
that they are in the process of reconsidering
the reading of the frames of the general
image drawn out by the aggression and the
upper US policy about what is going on in
Yemen … but this is difficult as the image
with the US Administration is that Saudi
Arabia is the one who will be the guard for
the US interest and Saudi Arabia is the most
capable to provide services to the US
interests and, consequently, we have to side
with it in accordance with its interests and let
us see what it will do… but at the same time
there is an awareness which started to grow
day by day with the US Administration to the
effect that there are some adverse reactions
to this bad and strange position and it will
reflect upon the western policy generally…
and when we speak about US policy, we do
not speak about an international policy
representing the west against the east.

United Nations Performance

*  What is your evaluation of the
performance of the UN which was a
partner in the political settlement toward
the human situation in Yemen ? and what
about the great countries ?
- US performance is very humble compared
to what is relied upon it as a human umbrella
for the whole world, and I do not blame UN
for its positions which do not cope with the
catastrophic human situation in Yemen , as
UN has also sustained what was sustained by
the US media and political machine in terms
of the Saudi money’s pressure and fallacy …
UN is as an organization combining
countries attempt to repair the interrelation
and to make harmony and not to realize the
truth, and who said that UN have ever
realized truth , neither in Iraq, Palestine,
Afghanistan nor Bosnia and Herzegovina,
for example, in Bosnia and Herzegovina,
who realized the truth therein?
It was UN but it was USA when the US
aircrafts moved and hit the Serbs and
achieved the change of the balance of forces
on the ground against a Serbian force
supported by Russia and a number of
Christian countries leading crimes of
genocide against the Muslims into equation

that maintained peace between the parties
after USA was eventually so kind and saw
where is the right.
UN came to Yemen to do something and it
was really a partner in the political
settlement and it perceived through its
representative Jamal Bin Omer the Saudi
plot on the future of the political settlement
when it found a huge war machine,
politically, militarily and
in terms of media, all supported by the
Saudi money and the oil wealth drawn on
the account of the generations of the
peoples of Al-Hijaz and Najd , and this
what made UN to be as a witness who saw
nothing , as for the great countries like
China and Russia which were expected to
change the balance of forces in favor of
aggressed people in terms of land, human,
resources, infrastructure and a sovereign
State, regretfully, they kept silent and got
satisfied with the formal demand of
political solution without doing anything,
due to China’s interests of billions of
dollars from oil and investments, while
Russia remained neutral and made
condemnations as it is fully busy with the
Syrian and Ukrainian files. 

The rest of the interview in the page 18& 19

The slogan "Death to America" does not represent
the Yemeni people or its government. It is a slogan

of a political group in Yemen. And we, as a
government, have no animosity towards America.
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*  At the outset, H.E. Minister of Foreign
Affairs of the National Salvation
Government Eng./ Hisham Sharaf
Abdullah could you brief the Arab and
American public opinion on the human
situation in Yemen?
-  The human situation in Yemen went
beyond the limits of the meanings of
catastrophe with all its disastrous indications
whether in terms of civilians victimized by
the barbaric attacks of the aggressive
countries of coalition, the injured, displaced
and affected people and the infrastructures ,
residences, houses , farms and plants/

factories destroyed by the aggression, and
we may not have enough space here for the
terrible details thereof, but the world and
the UN and international agencies and
organizations have to be aware that the
Saudi barbaric aggression and the
oppressive embargo have harvested more
than 15,000 Yemeni martyrs, not less than
50,000 injured most of them are women
and children, although the figures observed
by organizations are less than these figures
for that many of the injured do not come to
the official health centers and hospitals and
they are not counted or no statistics thereon

are submitted but they get their injuries
bandaged by themselves and they go silently
go to their families, villages and countryside
..and we say the truth to the world : the
Sana’a-based government can not do
everything to all the affected people as we
do not have financial resources and we are
functioning with the available possibilities
and digging in the rock and get ourselves
adapted to the difficult and regretful
situations and we confront this oppressive
aggression with legendary resistance honors
every Yemeni and liberate Arab, as we, as
publicly said by the Yemeni soldier who was

*  Despite these efforts, there is an
international silence toward this
catastrophic situation, what is your
explanation thereof?
- The international silence is purchased by
Saudi money, I had been to USA in 2015
several times at the peak of the aggression,
and I went to a number of US human rights,
commercial and non-governmental
organizations and institutions and to US
governmental and political institutions, all
were purchased by the Saudi aggression
against money , beneficial friendship, direct
support and publication of highly priced
announcements in investments periodicals
and magazines and commercial and war
fairs,this is an organized and opportunistic

H. E. Minister of Foreign Affairs of Yemen National Salvation
Government Eng./ Hisham Sharaf to  “The ARAB AMERICAN
TODAY” : There is no peace in Yemen and the region without

holding soil of the Yemen land on his hand
and inserted the soil into his mouth saying
“We are prepared to eat soil but not to
kneel or surrender to this oppressive
aggression.

External communication 
and the international silence

*  What is the role of Ministry of Foreign
Affairs in external communication with
international and UN organizations to
brief them on this catastrophic
situation?
- Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
National Salvation Government was able to
disseminate all these indications and
information that reflect the human
suffering to all countries of the world and
there is no country left without being in
receipt of this information either in the
form of official letters, observatory studies,
directed statements or press reports
published in directed and anti-aggression
mass media and even at the level of
international magazines and periodicals to
which the Saudi aggression paid
money , and we have a qualified team able
to prepare press reports of high credibility
in French, English Arabic and other
languages, in addition to coordination and
cooperation with human and non-
governmental organizations at the local
level….we also constantly
communicate with all delegations in the
UN to brief them on the crimes committed
and being committed by the Saudi UAE
aggression supported by other 17 countries
against civilians in Yemen in attempt to
make Yemen kneel but we kneel only to
God and we will make them kneel by our
resistance and defense for our land and
dignity. 

negations with
Saudi Arabia

In a special and exclusive press interview with H.E. Minister of Foreign Affairs of the National Salvation Government in the
capital of Yemen - Sana’a - Eng./ Hisham Sharaf, “The Arab American Today” newspaper discussed the facts of what is going

on in Yemen in respect of the Saudi military aggression and a consecutive three-year economic embargo under an international
silence associated with a shameful UN ignorance toward unprecedented massacres against the Yemeni civilians. Discussion with
Eng. / Hisham Sharaf addressed the substances of the files of the catastrophic human situation and the regretful consequences

of the 25-month aggression and embargo , and touched upon the international interattractions scene toward the triplicity of the
Yemeni grievance (political, economical and criminal) and the dialogue did not omit the internal political file and the positions

of the National Salvation Government toward the duality of war and peace , and the issue of the differences and conflicts
between the political accord sides , i.e.People’s General Congress (PGC) and Ansar Allah (Houthis ) , as well as the diplomatic

file and the alternatives of access to the international public opinion and the international and UN organizations under the
money-purchased blackout and misleading and other issues. Interviewed in Sana’a by:  Mohammed Mohammed Ibrahim 

Special interview
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over the wingless dove
when nothing is left?
such brave brilliance suddenly turned
to bare bones and dust
a bomb blast choking the sky
a soul slipping irrevocably away
surrendered to the kiss of fire.
I can but wonder why the journey
why the relentless energy
why anything at all,
it was but a fleeting passage
that kiss of life!

– Chris Lane is a reluctant writer and has lived illegally in the Occupied Territo-
ries of Palestine for many years. Lane contributed this article to PalestineChroni-
cle.com.

By Chris Lane

is a cold plunge from the
womb
to a mother’s warm breast
for kittens and kids the lick
of a rasping tongue
for desert life, rare drop-
lets of water
for chimps clasping hands.
living is an enormous void
an incalculable, unpredict-
able present
a confusion of choices
simply given, simply taken
away.
one genetic mistake for-
ever embedded.
birthed in the right western
polar region
schooled in correct politics
reeking a rank odour
carried by a mindless mind-
set
exuding catastrophic disas-
ter,
for the lost land of milk
and honey
a kiss from distorted lips.
birthed in the wrong camp
the other side of the green
line
the sniper’s bullet
recycled poverty, military occupation
arteries turning white concrete slabs red
an untimely death ensures
recuperation and respiratory resistance.
the kiss of the asp.
lie is short they say
a swift second flip of the page
but for lovers dazzled by a full moon
diamanté starlets
living is forever
defying mortality
the kiss of fragile lust.
death a bitter-sweet kiss goodbye
it arrives as a fatal shock
a firework revealing its secrets.
a balloon suddenly bursting
spitting out dreams
into oblivion.
those who stand over us
wonder what was it all about,
what was the fuss

The Kiss of Life – A Poem
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By Noor Abuisha 

“A detention room, a big stick, the beat-
ing and the kicking” The violence that
Ahmed Khalaf, (13 years), used to avoid
seeing while watching action movies,
was experienced for real with every sin-
gle horrible detail when the Israeli
forces arrested him while he was cele-
brating the end of school exams with his

friend at a park in the West Bank. The
Israeli court sentenced Khalaf to 6
months in prison with the charge of
throwing stones at the IDF. Thus began a
harsh life in prison.
Ahmed’s story was one of many stories
gathered by the Malaysian activist
“Norma Hashim” in the book “Dreaming
of Freedom” which was recently pub-
lished by the Saba Islamic Media, in

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Throughout
the book, Hashim tries to focus on the
suffering of Palestinian children detained
in Israeli jails. The book includes 24 first
hand interviews with previously arrested
children covered in 178 pages.
It took the writer around one year to
research the stories of the imprisoned
children, and to translate them into Eng-
lish. Hashim got a helping hand from the

oners” which has been translated into six
different languages.
According to official Palestinian statis-
tics, Israel detains 440 Palestinian chil-
dren in its jails.

(This report was published first by Alanadoulu
News Agency and was translated into English
by the Palestine Chronicle. The book is availa-
ble on Amazon.)

BOOKS�D����

Dreaming of Freedom: Palestine Child Prisoners Speak

journalist, Fayha Shalash, from the West
Bank. And with the help of Yousef Alja-
mal from Gaza, this book was translated
from Arabic into English. As reported to
the Anadoulu Agency, in her book
Hashim documents the punishments that
Israel committed against detained chil-
dren by putting them in solitary confine-
ment. For instance, the story of Osama
Subuh (13 years) who had been detained
in solitary confinement after the IDF
found a photograph of him throwing
stones at an Israeli checkpoint.
In his interview, published in this book,
Subuh stated that he was held in a small
cell that had no window nor light, but an
air conditioner freezing the place over.
He added “even though they knew that I
am suffering from asthma, they deliber-
ately kept the air conditioner running all
the time. As a result, I started feeling so
bad I felt that I was losing my breath”.
The child stressed that despite his young
age, he had the will to reject what he
described as inhumane treatment and
went on a week long hunger strike.
Subuh spent 6 months in prison, eager
for freedom and to see his family.
Hashim also shows that all the inter-
viewed children were severely beaten by
the Israeli soldiers. Through her inter-
views, she stresses that the living condi-
tions of the children detainees are
degrading. One of the kids narrated his
story inside the Israeli jails saying that
“nothing is good there, no good food and
no good sleep as the cell was inhabited
by an army of insects. Besides, staying
in the cell itself was torture.”
Moreover, Hashim highlights the suffer-
ing of children who were sentenced to
“house arrest” after serving their sen-
tences inside the Israeli jails. The child,
Shady Alauar (16 years) narrated his
story of the house arrest stating that
“during my house arrest for 4 months, I
experienced a harder type of sadness
than the one I experienced in the real
prison. I closed my eyes every day for
hours trying to draw a beautiful picture
of a beautiful tomorrow.”
According to Hashim, the book includes
stories of five children who were sen-
tenced to imprisonment for 15 years, on
charges of throwing stones, however,
there is no evidence to prove such con-
victions. Hashim described the causes of
detaining the Palestinian children as
“arbitrary”. She said that, “children were
detained because they were accused of
throwing stones although they do so to
resist the occupation and to protect their
land from being stolen”. Besides this
book, in 2014, Hashim published
another book entitled “Memoirs of pris-
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Just about three years ago, an American
president stood before the cadets graduating
from the US Military Academy at West Point,
N.Y., and offered a new foreign policy
direction. It was important, he said, for the
United States to distinguish between its “core
interests” and “crises that stir our
conscience.”
 The first might require, indeed necessitate,
military action. The second would not, or at
least not in the first instance. Instead, the
United States would broaden its tools “to
include diplomacy and development,
sanctions and isolation, appeals to
international law, and, if just, necessary and
effective, multilateral military action.”
 That president was Barack Obama and his
words drew severe criticism from across the
American foreign policy establishment.
Obama’s stance repudiated decades of
bipartisan foreign policy, screeched the
critics, because it appeared to take a value-
free approach to the world.
 Pundits and policymakers raged against the
immorality of the United States
turning its back on the
principles that guided its
interaction with the world for
much of the 20th century. The
United States must always have
the will to threaten force to
protect the values that define it,
they said.
 That was then.
 In the age of President
Donald Trump, Obama’s words

seem idealistic rather than immoral. They
took a principled but pragmatic
understanding of the United States’ role in
the world, a decade after the catastrophic
and unprovoked invasion of Iraq. They
did not delink America’s commitment to
human rights from foreign policy, as
Trump’s Secretary of State Rex Tillerson
recently signalled in a speech. As value-
free foreign policies go, the Trump
administration’s is probably the most
unwavering and despicable of them all.
 Even before Trump set off for the
Middle East on his first foreign tour as
president, the consequences of his
administration’s laissez-faire approach to
core American values such as democracy,
human rights and free trade were
becoming obvious.
 No autocrat or authoritarian-minded
regional leader — Egypt’s Abdel Fattah
al-Sisi, Turkey’s Recep Tayyip Erdogan
— was denied the chance to meet and
greet the US president. Each received
fulsome praise and no criticism
whatsoever of the treatment of journalists

and civil society activists.
 Trump met the Saudi deputy crown
prince, architect of the bloody Yemen war
now in its third year, but is not known to
have expressed concern about its seeming
futility and inexorableness.
 When Palestinian Authority President
Mahmoud Abbas came calling, Trump
unfairly and inaccurately laid a lot of the
blame for the unresolved conflict on the
Palestinians’ alleged pay-for-slay policy.
 Then, as Trump embarked on his
overseas trip, White House officials started
to indicate his plans for the forthcoming
interactions with Arab and Israeli leaders.
Unlike Obama, Trump would neither
lecture nor chastise on human rights, press
freedom, religious tolerance and
democracy. Instead, he would prefer to do
deals in areas of common interest.
 When Trump’s national security adviser,
H.R. McMaster, spelt out the three core
purposes of the overseas tour, which started
in Riyadh and continues through Tel Aviv
and the Vatican, it was a brusque list that
swapped uplifting brotherhood-of-man

ideals for reciprocal recognition among
Sunni Islam, Judaism and Catholicism.
 As Natan Sachs, director of the Centre for
Middle East Policy at the Brookings
Institution put it, the Trump approach
seemed to underline to the Arabs and
Israelis that “we are not the UN. We are not
Sweden. We are the US and we are your
ally.”
 Some might say this is realpolitik rather
than anything else. “The US isn’t an NGO,”
Condoleezza Rice, who was George W.
Bush’s secretary of state, recently said, in a
reference to non-governmental
organisations’ high-minded ideals.
Sometimes, she said, it needs to deal with
people who might “assault” its values.
 But Rice, who also defended the Iraq
invasion as an improvement on Saddam
Hussein’s rule, admitted that the United
States had to remember its values when
dealing with the Middle East. It does not
need to engage in “democracy promotion”
but should “stand up for those who just
want to have the same basic values that we
have.”

 Unfortunately,
Trump’s America
doesn’t seem
interested in either.
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