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By “doing less,” the Commission apparently
means is “better tackle certain priorities
together.” In other words, not “less” but
doing more in “a reduced number of areas.”
 The major headline achievements would
be a fully resourced European Border and
Coast Guard, a single voice on foreign
policy and the establishment of a European
Defense Union.
 The Commission sees other priority areas
for deeper cooperation as innovation, trade
and security. Research could be focused on
digitization and decarbonization of the
economy.
 The Commission points out one problem
with this scenario — it relies on EU
countries agreeing among themselves on the
areas on which they want to cooperate more
efficiently.             

Scenario 5: Doing much more together

Here the EU27 go “further than ever before
in all domains” — code for a federal EU.
 The EU would get more of its “own
resources” (the ability to raise revenue
through tax), the eurozone would be
completed along the lines of the Five
Presidents’ Report issued in 2015. The
Commission prefers this option for eurozone
governance and said it will issue a reflection
paper to that effect in the coming months.
 Under this scenario the EU would also
assume powers to speak for all of Europe on
trade and foreign policy, and would assume
global leadership for fighting climate change
and on humanitarian issues.
 There would be “far greater and quicker
decision-making” in Brussels, but the
Commission acknowledges “there is the risk
of alienating parts of society which feel that
the EU lacks legitimacy.”

and delivery at all levels.”
 With the single market as its main
mission, the Commission believes, the EU
would face a heightened risk to the euro,
because it would have failed to finish
establishing the eurozone’s economic
governance, leaving it vulnerable to new
financial crises. Companies would likely
face more border checks, and EU members
would revert to pursuing bilateral foreign
policy. Trade deals and defense cooperation
would also be more difficult. 
 On a day-to-day level, the Commission
believes connected cars would not take off
in Europe under this scenario “due to the
absence of EU-wide rules and technical
standards.”

Scenario 3: Those who want more do more

This is effectively a multi-speed EU based
on “coalitions of the willing” in specific
policy areas such as defense, internal
security, taxation or social matters. Under
this scenario the Commission assumes that
all 27 members would still make general
progress on a deeper single market.
 The Commission believes this model
would lead to differences in citizens’ rights
and is not optimistic that eurozone
governance could be completed. However,
it envisages that it would allow national
militaries that have close relations with one
another to move quickly into new fields like
drone surveillance, or for aligned economies
to created a unified business law code.

Scenario 4: Doing less more efficiently

This scenario assumes that staying the
course will involve small, smooth
changes to the functioning of the EU.
The Commission says “carrying on” will
deliver “incremental progress.” This
option is based on national governments
agreeing to deepen the EU’s single
market, pool some military capabilities
and “speaking with one voice on foreign
affairs,” while leaving key
responsibilities like border control
mostly in the hands of national
governments.
 There are some dark clouds hanging
over this option in phrases such as
“Europeans are mostly able to travel
across borders without stopping for
checks,” indicating trouble ahead for the
visa-free Schengen Zone if changes are
not agreed to its management. The
Commission warns: “Continuous
improvement to border management is
needed to keep up with new challenges.
If this is not done, some countries may
wish to maintain targeted internal
controls.”

Scenario 2: Nothing but 
the single market

Here the Commission focuses on the
achievement with the broadest base of
support: its single market. The
Commission is not enthusiastic about this
option, noting that “decision-making may
be simpler to understand but the capacity
to act collectively is limited” and “this
may widen the gap between expectations

By : FLORIAN EDER, RYAN HEATH,
JACOPO BARIGAZZI AND QUENTIN
ARIES 

The European Commission has outlined five
scenarios for the future of the European Union
in a white paper obtained by POLITICO
ahead of its publication on Wednesday.
 The scenarios are entitled “carrying on,”
“nothing but the single market,” “those who
want more do more,” “doing less more
efficiently,” and “doing much more together.”
 The paper is an attempt by the
Commission, led by President Jean-Claude
Juncker, to shape a major debate about the
EU’s future following Britain’s shock decision
to leave. The document is also intended to
influence a declaration by the 27 countries
remaining in the EU at the bloc’s 60th
anniversary summit on March 25 in Rome.
 The paper starts with a somber tone,
acknowledging the existential struggle the EU
is facing due to crises over Brexit, migration
and the eurozone.
 “Europe’s challenges show no sign of
abating,” the paper says. It also notes the
difficult balancing act facing the EU, as
“many Europeans consider the Union as either
too distant or too interfering.”
 While generally neutral in its language, the
Commission at times makes its preferred
option clear. For example, on eurozone
governance, the Commission aligns itself with
the most federal option by saying it will issue
a paper based on the 2015 Five Presidents’
Report, which called for a eurozone finance
minister and stricter controls over the budgets
of the 19 countries that use the single
currency.
 Here are more details of the five scenarios:

Scenario 1: Carrying on

 ���_���C�4���±
WORLD

Politico :
Commission
outlines 5
scenarios
for future of
EU in white
paper

On a day-to-day level, the Commission believes connected cars
would not take off in Europe under this scenario “due to the
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on the Islamic history of women’s rights
and the meaning of the word jihad. I can
explain how Islam values moderation in
religious deeds. I can tell you that the
Quran never prescribes the punishment of
stoning, that the first university in the
world was founded by a Muslim woman,
and that the word “infidel” has no root in
Muslim tradition.
 However, in my vain attempts to be
moderate I learned that a moderate Muslim
is much more than “a Muslim who isn’t a
terrorist.” A moderate Muslim is more
“secular”?less overtly religious. A moder-
ate Muslim must show blind patriotism and
gratefulness to the United States despite
bipartisan domestic and foreign policies
that hurt Muslims around the world every
single day. A moderate Muslim must con-
stantly fit into the stereotype of “liberal,
secular Muslim,” which is just as devoid of
nuance as the stereotype of “dangerous,
terrorist Muslim.” A moderate Muslim is
allowed a limited amount of space by the
media and by America. A moderate Mus-
lim is small.

I am not a moderate Muslim. And I have
no desire to be.

 The qualifier of “moderate” suggests
that there is something innately violent
about Islam. It leads to the false conclusion
that a small group of “moderates” is stand-
ing in opposition to a large swath of vio-
lent, ISIS-supporting radicals. This is sim-
ply not true because the reality is the com-
plete opposite. When the media talks about
“moderate Muslims”, they are perpetuating
a dangerous narrative of Islam as a violent
religion that is at odds with American soci-
ety.
 The term “moderate Muslim” assumes
that being Muslim isn’t enough. That being
Muslim is threatening. It teaches Muslims
to shrink from fighting for human rights
and basic respect. It teaches us to associate
our own faith and our own selves with vio-
lence, however false we may know the
myth to be. It leaves us constantly con-
demning terrorism and places the burden
of proof on us to reaffirm that we are

 I began to laugh my way out of terror-
ist jokes and remain calm through offen-
sive accusations. I became overly apolo-
getic and worried about how my mis-
takes could lead to generalization of
negative Muslim stereotypes. At the
time, this made sense. I could hear
America call for “moderate Muslim”
voices everywhere. It seemed like the
clearest way to distinguish my peaceful
beliefs from the warped ideology of
those I saw on television.
 Even my knowledge of Islam was
impacted by my attempts to be moder-
ate. Instead of pursuing my natural relig-
ious curiosity, I learned how to be on the
defensive. Today, I can deliver speeches

scripture reads right to left. And I attend a
mosque, not a church. But I also know that
there is nothing extremist about this. My
faith, too, has taught me the same basic
morals: be kind, honest, and respectful.
 It wasn’t until I grew older that I real-
ized that, for some, my childhood and my
identity are not just different but danger-
ous. In a post-9/11 world, the language I
learned alongside English is associated
with terrorism, my headscarf is just another
symbol of my otherness, and the mosque
where I made friends and played on swing
sets is a sign of unwelcome Muslim
infringement on American society. This
was also when I realized that being Muslim
was not enough?I had to brand myself as a
“Moderate Muslim.”

By SHIREEN YOUNUS,
CRIMSON STAFF WRITER 

When I was four years old, my mother
taught me how to read the Quran. We
started with the Arabic alphabet. I
remember learning how to sound out
“alif,” the first letter in the word
“Allah,” and “sheen,” the first letter of
my own name. As I grew up, my mother
taught me how to hold my hands in
prayer, my father told me about the
bravery and devotion of the first Mus-
lims, my parents took me to the small
mosque which would become like a sec-
ond home to me.
 I know my experiences are different. I
cover my hair with a scarf. My holy

Writings�´�C���C����

I Am Not a Moderate Muslim
peaceful, liberal, and good.
 It’s exhausting, and limiting, and I’m
done with it. I do not believe that it is my
individual responsibility to constantly reaf-
firm my humanity. I do not believe it is my
responsibility to reaffirm the humanity of
billions of Muslims across the world.
 My identity, like the identity of every
single Muslim, is varied. Yes, I pray five
times a day and Ramadan is my favorite
time of year. But I also have an undying
love for Beyoncé and a propensity for Net-
flix binging. I should not have to compro-
mise either part of myself to deserve your
respect.

* Shireen Younus ’20 is a Crimson editorial writer
living in Greenough.  www.thecrimson.com



........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

March 2017 -Volume : 5 - Iss :51���¤�¹�P�4���±���—���E�����C�(�±���E�;�����±���— �Ï���œ�š�›�¡���½�»�C�����Ï�b�=���±���d�8���R���M�± A R A B  A M E R I C A N  T O D A Y���d���R�4���±���E�9����WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET 52

�–�Œ�©�_���C�4���±���²�C�j�­���Ô�Q���±���C���Œ���Î�®�C�������C�����a���…�����d�����Û�^�<���
�±
�˜�E�9�8�/�ê�±���Ñ�Q�����`�����Ö�«�S�����a���­���E�7�=�7�'�±�Ò

�Õ�±�»�C���¹�¼�¯���Ô�¹�±�P�����
�„�±���Á�C�/�;���±���P�<�/�����–�R�h�C�'�±���F���b���±���ý
�T�����±�»���`���b�=�����a���R���­���×�G�������D�����������˜�Õ�C�
�b���9��

�R�=�����E�:�3���­���_�8�����`�����E���Ò�¹���£�ž���b�;���±�b�����d���C�4�����–�`�/���P���b��
�_�8�'�C�����`���¹�Û�R�6���ê�±���Í�b�9�ê�±���Ò�­���³�C�5�2���±���Ð�­���d�;�4�����C�ò���–�E�=���±�R�7�ñ�¹

�`���P�������ê�±���`�����_�<���b�����C�;�����`�����Ò�­���E���R�8���4���±���T���C�)�±���Ò�­
�^���ñ�Ò���˜�E�:�������»�C�=�9�����•�I�£�¡���`���±�R���±���F���b���±���ý���Ð�b�:�8����

�˜�_���C�4���±���Ð�C�8�
���`�����•�Ÿ�•���¹�P�4���±���±�Q��
�_���h�­���P���­���Õ�C�=�g�C�0���¯���^�Û�8�/�����¹�±�P�����
�„�±���Ð�A�����–�a�=�9�����Õ�«�C�;���Ò

�C�<�:���h�­���`�8�����_�����±�º�¯���–�E�=���C�����ˆ�±���C�<�<���±�b�����d�����±���´�C���Û�P�������±
�˜�Ì�…���ˆ�±���c�9��

�Í�C�;�<�����˜�Ó�R�	�M�±���_���C�4���±���´�C���¼�­���W�4�����_�������^�Û���?���;��
�Õ�C���b�=�9�����¡�¢�•�Ò���–�Z���P�����R�7�����ý���Ð�b�/�=�4�����Õ�C���b�=�9�����¢�•� ���d���±�b��

�²�Ò�R�'�±���´�¹�Û�Ø�R�����P���Ò���˜�²�R�/���±���Ñ�C�=�����c���¯���Ð�Ò�R�7���6��
�õ���C�4���±���õ���Ò���˜�_�<���b�=�����`�����Õ�C���b�=�9����� �Ÿ���´�C���±�R�0���±�Ò

�µ�»�±�b�8���C�����Õ�C���b�=�9�����œ�›�¢���²�»�C�7�����C�����R�Û���?�����œ�š�›�•�Ò���›�£�£�ž
�˜�E�=�4�=���2���±

�³�R�=�������Ò�P�������^�����–�E���=���»���^���C�/�����^���C�/�ê�±���Ñ�Q�����^�����R�����4�Ù��
�ó�M�±���ý���´�C�<�����^���M�±���c�9�����Í�C�;�����`�8���Ò���–�E�=�0�4�������Ò
�E�=���»�C�(�±���³�»�±�¼�Ò�Ò���E���C���ˆ�±���´�C�:�3�;�����ý���Õ�C���R���Ò���³�P�����ê�±

�˜�^���C�/�ê�±���Ñ�Q�����`�����Û�×�^�����E�&�C�4�ê���C���¹�b�<�����½�Û�R�8�����E�=���R�=���M�±
�õ���Ø�����;�ê�±���`���P�������ê�±�Ò���³�C�5�2���±���Ð�A�����–�]���º���W�=�7�����c�9��

�º�C�7���ˆ���Õ�„�±�b���­���R�Û���b�����d���Ò�P���±���]�;�����±���˜�E�7�9�2�����E���R�������Ð�b�4�Û���:����
�^�:�����\���R�����`�����C���Ò���˜�_�3���;�����½�C�
�­���c�9�����E�=�4�:�7���±���E�:�3���M�±

�E���b�:�;�����Ë�±�P���­���„�Ò���–�³�P�����ê�±���ó�M�±���ý���Ð�C�=�5�2�9�����W���C�;��
�õ�2���C�;���±���`�����U�=�����„�Ò���–�¹�±�P�����
�„�±���P�h���E���±�P������

�˜�a�����»�C�*
�¹�±�P�����
�„�±���^�9�����`�����–�Î�C�7�ê�±���±�Q�����C�����C�����`�������–�C�;�=���C�����P�7���Ò

�²�R�1�9�����À�Û�R�4�����C���P���?�����˜�d�0���/���±���P�=�4�0���±���c�9��

�ý���³�C�=�'�±���c�9�����_���»�Ù�­�Ò���«�±�¹�b�����±���_�g�±�b�7���±���c�9�����a�:�
�±���¶�»�¹�Ù�­�Ò
�˜�õ�9���R�8���±���ý���õ���Ò�@�������D���������c�6�;�ê�±

�E���R�����\���
���`�����Û�û�8�����„���õ���b�����R�=�ñ�¹�…�����d�
�Ò�R���±���T�=�g�R���±
�a���C�/�����¼�Û�S���Ò���Ï�R�7���±���³�R���S�����a�������E���C���b�����Û�_�h�Ò���–�R�=���4�����±
�²�R�'�±���Ï�C���­���c���¯���C���P�=�4�����D�=���C�
�?�����_���C�4���±���ý���Ô�R�8���4���±

�˜�³�¹�»�C�����±
�`���M�±���´�±�b�����¿�C�j�R�����´�b�ù���a���­���Ó�­�»���R�	�Š�±���D���C�8���±�Ò

�´�±�b�;�
���µ�…�����Ô�R�8�������×�`���
���ý���Z���7�����a�����R���Ò���E�=�9���Ò�S�;�6���±
�Ò�»�Ò�¹�C�����½�„�b�8�=�����d�9���Ò�S�;�6���±���T�=�g�R���±���R���P�����˜�Ô�­�R�9�����õ������

�`���R���C�3���ê�±���]�<���;���Ò���Ï�C�3�����C�����õ�7�/�;�ê�±���^�7���4�����_�8�����Ï�C�3��
�Ï�b�=���±���P�<�/�����Ñ�P�9�����Ð�­���E���»�P�����–�Ì�C�2�;���±���Z�
�±�Ò���¹�C�������ý���Í�»�C�/���Ò

�˜�Õ�C�=���»�C�����Õ�C���¹�C�0�����±���Õ�±�»�C�=�<���±
�«�C�����­���^�����ý���`���R���>�������«�C���R�/�����Ò�»�Ò�¹�C���Ò���õ���b�����c�3�����Ò
�E���R�����Ð�b�8�<���;�����Ð�C�=�5�2���±���ý���õ�=�9���7���������«�…���¼�Ò���–�_���C�4���±

�Ï�b�0�(�±���Ð�b�9�7���4���Ò���E���C���0���±
�´�C���C�������„�C�����Ð�b�����…�����Ò

�`�����Õ�±�R�=�������Õ�±�¹�P�����Ð�b���8���R���Ò
�˜�Ð�C�����ˆ�±���Ì�b�7�����P�h���_�g�±�R�&�±
�`�����Ï�b�����ý���F���C�����d�����±���C�=���R����
�³�P���±�Ò���E�=���±�R�7�ñ�¹���Õ�E���Ò�¹���Ï�C���M�±
�\�9���­���º�¯���˜�\�;���������Ï�b�=���±���¹�C�8��

�Ð�C���Ò�¹�»�¯���D�=�����D���»���C�<���=�g�»
�\�9���­�Ò���–�Õ�C�=���…���¯���Õ�±�Q�6�;�����›�ž�£

�E�
�»�P�����d�6���­���`�����R�����­
�`�����R�����­���^�0���Ò���–�E�4���C���Ò
�–�d���P�����û�
�b�����û���­���›�œ�š

�a�����/�����Õ�C�6���­���ž�Ÿ���`�����R�����­���^�7�����±�Ò
�˜�õ�7�/�;�ê�±���`�����_�<���?��

�_�8�������–�E�=���C�:�/���±���C���»�b�����ý�Ò
�R�����M�±���E���b�8�'�±���Ð�Ò�­���[���b�����_�=��

�Õ�C���b�=�9�����œ�Ÿ���E�5���¹�­���^���5�=�����–�À�»�M�±���a���Ò���c�9�����E�=���b�:��
�E���R���7���±���´�C���C�)�C���Ò���E�=�;�9�4���±���´�C���±�P���ˆ�C�����_�<�����R���Ò

�´�R�Û���º���d�����±���Î�C�7�����„�±���´�±�R�8���4�����`�����E�9�g�C�����E�8���/���Ò
�´�b�����Î�b�����P�<�����c�9�����C���¹�b���:�8�����³�P�����ê�±���ó�M�±���d�7�7����

�˜�E���¼�C�;���±���C�=���C�ê�?���Ò
�^�������Î�Ò�¹���ý���Õ�³�R�<�����^���M�±���³�C�5�2���±���`�����P���P�4���±���Í�C�;���Ò

�D�<�;�����G�=�����E�=�g�±�b���
�„�±���C�=�;�=���Ò���Ð�C�����	�±�S���Ò���`���R�������±
�ý���·�C���»�M�C�����Ð�b�3�6�������Ò���E�=�4�=���2���±���_���¹�…�����¹�»�±�b�����³�C�5�2���±
�_�<���C�:���­���±�b�2�5�����d�8���Ò���˜�¹�…�����±���¶�»�C�	���E�j�C�	���´�C���C����
�X�5�1���±���´�C���C�:�����ý���Õ�«�C�1���­���Ð�b���P�����������–�E�=�/���b���±

�E�=�
�C�=�����±���´�C���C�:�&�±���c�����Ò���E���C�4���±���´�C���…�4���±���´�C���R���Ò
�˜�_�<���C�4���­���±�b�1�Û�=���=�����Û�R�'�±���_���C�4���±���ý

�´�C���b�8�'�±���Ð�A�����–�õ�=���C�����R�<�7���±�Ò���_�9�3���±���`�8�����_�����Ð�¯�Ò
�Î�Ò�P���C�����˜�E�9�g�C�����E�=���C�:�����±���E�6�9�8�������D�����������E���¹�±�P�����
�„�±

�À�±�R���M�±���`�����c�9���­���´�„�Û�P�4�����P�<�/�����³�C�5�2���±���C�<�
�­�R�������d�����±
�R�:�4���±���X�
�b�����Ò���E���0���±���`�����Û�^���­���´�C���b�������Ò���–�E�=�9�7�4���±

�˜�Z�Û���b���ê�±
�Ñ�Q�����Ð�¯���–Amartya Sen���`�j���C�=���»�C���­���Î�C�����C�:���Ò
�C���b�;���±�b�:�����–�C���±�b�
���`�����R�����­���´�C���C�)���E�h�Û�R�4�����Î�Ò�P���±

�˜�Ã�±�R���	�„�±���´�±�«�±�R�����`�����Û�^���­���Õ�±�¹�P�����Ð�b���¹�b���Ò���Õ�C�:�=�9�4�����Û�^���­
�´�±�«�±�R�����`�����Ö�¹�P�����C���P���Ò���C�����R�����ý���Ã�Ú�¹�Ò�Ù�­���–�œ�š�›� ���Ï�C�4��

�]���º�Ò���–�a���Û���R�����d���R�4���±���_���C�4���±���ý���Ã�¹�Ò�Ù�­���C�����Ì�b�6�����Ã�±�R���	�„�±
�Ð�M���^�����–�õ�=�����R�6���±���`�����Õ�C���±�P���¯���^���­���²�R�4���±���Ð�M���T�=��

�˜�\���C�	���Ð�C�=�5�����F�$���Ð�b���¼�R�����Õ�C�����R�7�����_�<�4�=�:��
�û�Û�9�������Ã�±�P���ˆ�±�Ò���R�=���4�����±���E���R�����Z�:�����Ð�­���N�h�±�b���±���`���Ò

�Ã�±�P���ˆ�±���c�9�����³�»�C�h���Õ�±�»�C���¬
�˜�Ô�¹�C�0�����„�±���b�:�;���±�Ò
�´�C�4�:���)�±���ý���Ð�b�;���±�b�ê�C��
�C�=���C�ê�­���^�������E�����6�;�ê�±�Ò���³�Û�R�'�±
�d�9�=�/���Ò���E�=���b�;�&�±���C���»�b���Ò
�ý���´�±�»�b�2�����Ð�Ò�P�<�/��
�Ï�b�9�4���±�Ò���Î�C�:���M�±���Î�C����
�`�8�ñ���„���C�=���b���b�;�8�����±�Ò
�C���»�b���Ò���C�=�
�Ò�»�…�=�����d�;���±�b�ê
�˜�C�<�����_�9�'�±���„�¯���C���b���Ò
�³�Û�R�'�±���ó�M�±���c���¯���í�R�3�����Ð�¯
�À�b�������„���C�<���­���_�����»�¹�M
�˜�W�4�����Z�����C�<�1�4�����Õ�C���Ò�R��
�±�Q�����Ð�­���R�<�
�­���P�����O���»�C�����C��
�Ô�Q���±���P�=���b���±���Ð�b���C�7���±���^���ñ
�E���R�3�;���±���ý���a�=�����D���»���„

�³�S�:�'�±���S���S�4���±���P�������õ�=�6���0�9�����õ�������˜�c�6�;�ê�±���`�����Ð�b�9�:�4��
�ý���Ð�b�/�=�4�����`���Q���±���`�����Õ�…�=�9�����Õ�±�¹�P�����Ð�­���½�b���C�6�=���
�¯���Ð�Ò�R�=���Ò

�–�C���R�����»�¯���Ò�­���C���»�b�
���`�����E���C���8���C�����_���<�����E�=�:�9�����±���³�Û�R�'�±���Î�Ò�P���±
�^�g�C�<���±���R�2�(�±���`�����_���R���C�����–�]���Q�����Ï�C�=�7���±���C�:�<�=�7���C�����c�9�����±�Q�	�?��

�˜�a�����C�:�<�=���6�����Ð�C�h�R�Û�4�����Ô�Q���±
�Ð�­���P���������E�=���C�:�/���±���C���»�b�����`�����d�����Ð�b���;���C�����F�Û�7�/���±���P���Ò

�Î�C�:���‰�����Ð�b�h�R�4�������C�����Õ�C�����C�����õ�0���±���ý���T�;�&�C�����»�C�%�ˆ�±���C���C���h
�˜�C�<���6�;�����E�=�;�=�0���±���E���b�8�'�±���c�9�����X�5�1���C�����´�­�P�������–�^���C�������±�Ò
�P���±�Ò���–�C���C�����Ò�P���±�Ò�¼�Ò�­���d���b�8���±���d���±�R�7�ñ�P���±���_�=���S���±���ý�b�����C���P�;���Ò
�F�4���Ò���–�œ�š�›�œ���Ï�C�4���±���ý���E�1���C�����Ë�Ò�R�
���ý���–�C���C�����C���»�C�����C�
�Ò�»
�E���¹�C�����E�9���C�4�ð�Ò���d�:�
�»���\�=�7���������E�����C�2�ê�±���E�=���Ò�@�������C�<�9���C�����c�9��

�˜�C���b�����ý���õ�7�/�;�:�9��
�`�����C�����Ð�M���–�_���P���±���c���¯���E�:�g�±�¹���E���C�������_�����¹�±�R���M�±���«�„�@�����Î�C�����­

�d�8���R���­���¹�C�$�±���Ò�­���–�_���¹�…�����ý���¶�C�������…�����d���R�����^�=���

�²�S�����Ò�­���F�
�b�����`�2�;���±�b���±���^�������E�6�=���j���Ò�­���E�=���P�ê�±���´�C���R���9��

�˜�_�<���b�7�����`�����Z���±�P�����À�»�C�4��
�E�7���R�2���C�����E���»�b���C�����P���±�Ò���Ð�C�=�5�2���±���E���Ò�C�7�����_�������d�8���Ò

�–�C�:�<�;�����E�:���C�;���±���³�R�=���8���±���´�C���¼�M�±���H���C�4�Ù�����d�8���Ò���–�E���=���0���±
�`�����–�Ë�R�2�����±�Ò���R�7�6���±�Ò���N�9���ê�±���Ã�±�R�0���±���C�<�;�:�h���`���Ò

�³�»�b�/�ê�±�Ò���_���P���±���R�=���b�������]���º���Ð�b�8�����Ð�­���P�����„���–�C���»�Ò�Q��
�˜�õ�7�/�;�ê�±���«�„�@�<�����Ñ�C�������„�±�Ò���d�;�7�����±���D���»�P�����±�Ò���E�=���=���±�R���
�ˆ�±

�¿�C�����­���_�1�;�����Ð�­���P�����…�����–�Z�:�7���±���Û�P�h���û���b�ê�±���D�9�7�;�����d�8���Ò
�²�C���j�­�Ò���Ð�b���C�;�6���±���C�<�Û���­���˜�E���R�'�±���Ñ�Q�����c���¯���´�„�C�)�±���Z�=�:�����`��

�Ð�Ò�R�:�������ê�±�Ò���C�=���b���b�;�8�����±���ý���Ð�b�9���C�4���±�Ò���Z���»�C�/�ê�±
�–�Ð�b���b�8�����`�Û�:�����R�3�;���±���Ë�R�0���Ò���–�E���9�2���±�Ò���Ð�b�=�
�C���b�9���P���±�Ò

�±�b���?�����Ò���³�¹�P�<�ê�±���d���P�ê�±���Z�:���)�±���´�C�:�Û�3�;�ê���±�b�:�1�;�����Ð�­���_�8�;�8�ñ
�_�8�����R�4�����Ï�±�P�����
�C�����Ð�b�4���±���P�����±�b���P�7�����Ð�­���_�8�;�8�ñ���û�=��

�˜�_�8���±�»�C�<���Ò���_���¹�»�±�b���Ò
�³�¹�C�����`�8���Ò���–�À�»�M�±���`�����Õ�±�P���±�S�������Õ�±�«�S�����Ï�b�=���±���³�C�5�2���±���_�8����

�Î�Ò�P�9�����E���0�����\�9�(���³�»�¹�C���ê�±�Ò���Z���±�P���±���c���¯���Ð�Ò�R�7���6�����R�'�±���_���C�4���±
�–�a���6�����F���b���±���ý�Ò���˜�³�P�����ê�±���ó�M�±���»�±�R�����c�9�����E�=���±�R�7�ñ�P���±

�C�;�����±�Ò���`�����Ð�­���–�Û�R�����Z�:���������ý���Ð�b�/�=�4�����¹�±�R���?�����–�P�7���4��
�Ì�b�7�����´�C���C�<�����±���N�1�6�;�����´�±�»�¹�C���ê�±���\�9�2�����Ð�­���d���…�	�M�±

�c�9�����`���R�	�Š�±���³�P���C���ê���C�;�����R�����^�:�4���������Ð�­�Ò���Ð�C�����ˆ�±
�˜�_�<�����R�����c�9�����Î�b�0�'�±

�^�2���Ò���d�
�Ò�»���X���C��Garry Kasparov ���Ë�Ò�»�C���
�C�����Ô�»�C�����ª
�T�����±�»���`���b�=�����³�»�±�¹�¯���T�9�������T�=�g�»���b���Ò���˜� �R�2�/���±���ý���\���C�
���d�ê�C��

�õ�
�»�b�6���C�����»�b�����C���­���˜�Í�»�b���b�=�����C���R�7���Ò���–�`�/���P���b��
�˜�Ô�Q�=�6�;�����±���C���R���P���Ò���E���
�@�ê�±���T�=�g�»���b�<�����–Thor Halvorssen

�©�E�=�ê�C�����E���»�C�����¹�±�P�����
�„�±���¹�b�4�j���^�Û�8�/�����±�º�C�ê���¤���F�
�b�����`�2�;���±�Ò

�Z�����E�:�g�±�¹���²�R�����E���C�����ý���³�C�5�2���±���–�a�;�=�����F���b���±���ý���˜�E�
�C�=�����±
�^�����ý���_�<���b�4�����Z���Ò���Ð�C�=���M�±���D�9���­���ý���E�=���;���­���Ó�b��

�˜�Ð�C�=���M�±
�Ï�…�����±���Ò�­���R�7�6���±���Ò�­���E���C�4���±���E���0���±���E���?�������_�8�9�5�/�����F���C�����Ð�¯

�˜�Ð�C�=�5�2���±���±�b���Ò�C�����¤�E���h�±�Ò���_�8���Û�<�:��
�³�S���C�����E�=�ê�C�4���±���´�C�:�3�;�ê�±�Ò���´�C���
�@�ê�±���Ð�­���b�����Ô�b�
�?�ê�±���R���M�±�Ò

�Û�H���$�Ò���˜�_�g�…�ê�±���^�8�/���C�����¹�±�P�����
�„�±���Z�����^���C�4�����±���`��
�ý���Ð�C�����ˆ�±���Ì�b�7�����´�C���C�<�����±���c�9�����Õ�C���C�=���­���E�=���R�5���±���´�C���b�8�'�±
�C�<�9���C���������C�<�Û�;�8���Ò���–�E�=���C�:�/���±���C���»�b���Ò���Ð�±�R���¯�Ò���C�=�
�Ò�»���^�������¹�…��

�E�=���R�4���±���E�8�9�:�ê�±�Ò���õ�0���±���^�������`���C���­���ý���E�=�;�=���Ò�»���³�»�b�0��
�˜�E�=�;���M�±���´�C���C�6���„�±�Ò���E���»�C�������±���´�C�7�6�0�9�����Õ�³�C���±�R�����E���¹�b�4�����±

�_���C�4���±���ý���Î�P�4���±�Ò���Ï�…�����±���Î�…���ˆ���F���/���Ù�­���d�����±���³�P�����ê�±���ó�M�±
�C�<���9�������ý���Õ�«�C�1���­���±�P���±�Ò�»�Ò���R�0���Ò���C���b�����^�������Õ�„�Ò�¹���Û�_�1��

�ý���–�d���±�R�7�ñ�¹���P�9�������Ö�^���ò���c�3�����Ò���˜�Ð�C�����ˆ�±���Ì�b�7�������¿�C�(�±
�P�9�������^���ò���C�<�����c�3�������d�����±���E�=���R�/���±���T�6�;�����–�»�C���ˆ�±���±�Q��

�R�	�Š�±���^�:�4�����C�:�=�����–�a�����Ò�¹���d�;���±�b�����^�Û���ñ���C�:���P���?�����˜�Ô�»�b���C�����¹
�˜�_�<���C�8�
�¯���c�9��

�T�9�������»�P�0�����_�����–�œ�š�›�Ÿ���T�2�����­�Ò���œ�š�š� ���b�=���b�����õ��
�õ�0���±���ý���E�=�4�:�7���±���_�8�'�±���E�:�3���M���E���±�¹�¯���Ô�­���Ð�C�����ˆ�±���Ì�b�7��
�˜�C�=���R���Ò���E���¹�b�4�����±���E�=���R�4���±���E�8�9�:�ê�±�Ò���C�=�
�Ò�»�Ò���R�0���Ò���C���b���Ò

�^�9�4���±���`�����R�=���8���±���ý���D�������±���d�����E���»�b���C�����P���±���Ð�­���`�����_���R���C���Ò
�E�9���C�6���±���_�=�9�4�����±���E�:�3���­�Ò���E���=�����±���E�=���0���±���E���C�'�C�����–�_���C�4���±���ý
�c�7�9�����C�����Õ�±�»�¹�C�����–�R�0�'�±���„���Î�C���ê�±���^�=���
���c�9�����–�d�ê�C�4���±���R�7�6���±�Ò

�˜�Ó�R���8���±���E�=�ê�C�4���±���´�±�R�ù�@�ê�±���`�����Õ�C���C�:�����±���¹�±�P�����
�„�±
�^�������R���C�;�ê�±���`�����R�=���8���±���Ð�­���c���¯���Õ�±�R�3�����–�]���º���ý���D�������„�Ò

�d�����±���E�=�ê�C�4���±���Ð�b���;�=�9�����³�»�¹�C�����Ò���d�ê�C�4���±���Ô�¹�C�0�����„�±���Ó�P���;�ê�±
�˜�õ���b�2�9�
���Ï�C�Û�8�����`�����Õ�C�4�
�±�Ò���Õ�…���b�ù���c�7�9�������–�E�Û�9���;�����F���C��

�c�9�����Õ�C���R�0�����S�Û���R�����Ð�C�����ˆ�±���Ì�b�7�����´�C���C�:�����`�����^�=�9�����¹�P��
�`�����Õ�±�R�=�������Õ�±�»�P�����´�C���
�@�ê�±���Ñ�Q�����D�9���­���\�6�;�����C�:�=�����¹�±�P�����
�„�±
�˜�C�<���C�
�C�=�
�Ò���E�=���±�R�7�ñ�P���±���´�C���b�8�'�±���¹�C�7�����±���c�9�����C�<���=���±�S�=��
�«�C�2�/�����^���C�����c�9�����Ð�C�=�5�2���±���P�h���^�=���;���±���Î�C�1�;���±���«�D�����Z���Ò

�Ò�­���³�P�����������_�8�����E�:�3���­���Û�^�
���ý���Ð�b�/�=�4�����õ�7�/�;���Ò���¹�±�R���­

�²�¹�?�����E�=�ê�C�4���±���E�����;���±���F�5�j�­���–�R���C�;�����ý���—���õ�
�»�b�6���C�����»�b�����•���Ë�Ò�»�C���
�C�����Ô�»�C��
�Ô�¹�C�0�����„�±���Ó�P���;�:�9�����d���C�������„�±���²�C�2�(�±���d�7�9�����b���Ò���[�;�=���;�=�����d�����d�;�=�0���±���T�=�g�R�9��
�R���º���c�9�����d�;�=�0���±���»�b���C�����P���±���Ú�´�?�����_�����–�Z���2���C���˜�±�R�����b�
���ý���–�½�b���±�¹���ý���d�ê�C�4���±
�–�_�<���b�6�����Ò���Ð�C�����ˆ�±���Ì�b�7�����d�2���C�����c�9�����–�a�����Ð�b���Û�R�7�ê�±�Ò���b�����–�W���7���±���d�7�9�����û�=��

�E���C���R�9�����Õ�C�4�
�±�Ò���Õ�C���C�3�����Ð�Ò�R���P���Ò���–�E�=�;���P���±���´�C���C�:�&�±�Ò���E�=���R�4���±���´�C�=�9���M�±���Ð�Ò�P�<�2�1���Ò
�V�0�������Ó�P���;�����R���b�����Ð�­���U���P�ê�±���`���Ò���˜�»�Ò�R�/���±���`�����C���R�=�����õ�����`�����–�E�����±�R�ê�±�Ò

�˜�d�4�:�����Ï�C�3�����_�=���S�����Û�_�<�ê�±���R���;�ê�±���±�Q�����Œ�_���C�4���±���Z�h�Ò���õ���$�Œ�Ê��

�d�����±���Ã�±�R���	�„�±���´�±�«�±�R�����¹�P�����ª
�Ï�C�����C���P���Ò���C�����R�����ý���F���¹�Ò�­

�_���C�4���±���ý���Ã�¹�Ò�Ù�­���C�����Ì�b�6�����–�œ�š�›� 
�Ð�M���T�=�����]���º�Ò���˜�a���Û���R�����d���R�4���±

�`�����Õ�C���±�P���¯���^���­���²�R�4���±
�_�<�4�=�:�����Ð�M���^�����–�õ�=�����R�6���±

�\���C�	���Ð�C�=�5�����F�$���Ð�b���¼�R�����Õ�C�����R�7��

��Global�E���C���j
�E�=�ê�C��Press



.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

March 2017 -Volume : 5 - Iss :51���¤�¹�P�4���±���—���E�����C�(�±���E�;�����±���— �Ï���œ�š�›�¡���½�»�C�����Ï�b�=���±���d�8���R���M�± A R A B  A M E R I C A N  T O D A Y���d���R�4���±���E�9����WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET53

danger this put them in. Hyeonseo Lee
defected from North Korea to find that
victims of sex trafficking in China are often
abandoned and ignored, so she started
pressuring the Chinese government herself.
When Rosa Mar?a Pay?’s father, Cuban
democracy leader Oswaldo Pay?, died in
mysterious circumstances in 2012, it fell to
her to demand a formal investigation and
fair treatment for dissidents in Cuba. Such
individuals are in constant need of support,
because in their home countries there is no
legal way to protest, no ACLU, no
Washington Post and no opposition party to
stand up for their rights.
 If authoritarianism and dictatorship are
to be properly challenged — and if so
many resulting crises, including military
conflict, poverty and extremism, are to be
addressed at their root cause — such
dissidents need funding, strategic advice,
technical training, attention and solidarity.
To turn the tide against repression, people
across all industries need to join the
movement. Artists, entrepreneurs,
technologists, investors, diplomats,
students — no matter who you are, you can
reach out to a civil society organization at
risk and ask how you can help by using
your knowledge, resources or skills.
 Today, authoritarians rule an
increasingly large part of the globe, but the
leaders of the free world lack the
motivation and gumption to create a new
U.N.-style League of Democracies. In the
meantime, as individuals living in a free
society, we believe it is our moral
obligation to take action to expose human
rights violations and to use our freedom to
help others achieve theirs.

* Garry Kasparov, a Russian pro-democracy
activist and former world chess champion, is the
chairman of the Human Rights Foundation based
in New York City. He is the author of "Winter Is
Coming: Why Vladimir Putin and the Enemies
of the Free World Must Be Stopped."  Follow
@Kasparov63

 If injustice and oppression aren’t bad
enough, authoritarian governments bear an
enormous social cost. Dictator-led countries
have higher rates of mental illness, lower
levels of health and life expectancy, and, as
Amartya Sen famously argued, higher
susceptibility to famine. Their citizens are
less educated and file fewer patents. In
2016, more patents were filed in France
than in the entire Arab world — not because
Arabs are less entrepreneurial than the
French, but because nearly all of them live
under stifling authoritarianism. Clearly, the
suppression of free expression and
creativity has harmful effects on innovation
and economic growth. Citizens of free and
open societies such as Germany, South
Korea and Chile witness advances in
business, science and technology that
Belarusans, Burmese and Cubans can only
dream of.
 And consider that free nations do not go
to war with each other. History has shown
this to be the only ironclad law of political
theory. Meanwhile, dictators are always at
war, often with a foreign power and always
with their own people. If you are worried
about public health, poverty or peace, your
mandate is clear: Oppose tyranny.
 Tragically, world institutions and
organizations have failed to properly
address authoritarianism. Western
governments sometimes protest human
rights violations in countries such as Russia,
Iran, and North Korea — but routinely
ignore them in places such as China and
Saudi Arabia, in favor of upholding trade
deals and security agreements. The United
Nations, established to bring peace and
justice to the world, includes Cuba, Egypt
and Rwanda on its Human Rights Council.
Here, a representative from a democracy
carries the same legitimacy as a
representative from a dictatorship. One acts
on behalf of its citizens, while the other acts
to silence them. Between June 2006 and
August 2015 the Human Rights Council
issued zero condemnations of repressive
regimes in China, Cuba, Egypt, Russia,

against tyranny, no army of activists.
 We, the authors, have experienced the ills
of authoritarianism personally. One of us
has been beaten, blacklisted and forced into
exile by operatives of the Kremlin. Russian
President Vladimir Putin has relentlessly
pushed to crush freedom of speech,
brazenly annex Crimea and increase his
global military activities in ways that hark
back to the Cold War. The other author has
seen his mother shot by Venezuelan security
forces and his first cousin languish for
nearly three years in a military jail as a
prisoner of conscience. Today Venezuelan
President Nicol?s Maduro runs a regime
that regularly imprisons dissidents, abuses
protesters and engages in such widespread
graft and corruption that the country is now
undergoing a catastrophic economic
collapse.
 Putin and Maduro have co-conspirators in
all parts of the world, fellow would-be
tyrants who are dismantling the free press,
jailing opponents, manipulating elections
and committing a host of human rights
violations. In Turkey, a once-promising
democracy is gasping for air. Its president,
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, has shut down 149
media outlets, shuttered more than 2,000
schools and universities, fired more than
120,000 civil servants and jailed more than
45,000 suspected dissenters. In North
Korea, Kim Jong Un rules the most
totalitarian government on Earth,
brainwashing 25 million people and
terrorizing them with public executions,
forced famines and a vast network of
concentration camps that reminded U.N.
investigators of Pol Pot’s Cambodia and
Nazi Germany.
 And there are so many lesser-known
dictators in countries such as Bahrain,
Kazakhstan and Equatorial Guinea, where
tyrants pilfer their countries’ natural
resources and pocket the profits in private
off-shore accounts. To cover their atrocities,
they hire lobbyists, public relations firms
and even policy groups in the free world to
whitewash their actions.

By Garry Kasparov and Thor Halvorssen

Last month the world’s elite listened
politely as Chinese President Xi Jinping
offered the keynote address at the World
Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland. Of
course, the leader of the Chinese
dictatorship didn’t mention how he and his
cronies jail and disappear human rights
activists, persecute ethnic minorities and
religious groups, and operate a vast
censorship and surveillance system, among
other evils. It is striking that a forum
dedicated to “improving the state of the
world” would offer such an important stage
to the leader of a repressive regime. Xi
began his remarks in part by asking “What
has gone wrong with the world?” The fact
is, he’s part of the problem.
 At present, the authoritarianism business
is booming. According to the Human Rights
Foundation’s research, the citizens of 94
countries suffer under non-democratic
regimes, meaning that 3.97 billion people
are currently controlled by tyrants, absolute
monarchs, military juntas or competitive
authoritarians. That’s 53 percent of the
world’s population. Statistically, then,
authoritarianism is one of the largest — if
not the largest — challenges facing
humanity.
 Consider the scale of some of the world’s
other crises. About 836 million live under
extreme poverty, and 783 million lack clean
drinking water. War and conflict have
displaced 65 million from their homes.
Between 1994 and 2013 an annual average
of 218 million people were affected by
natural disasters. These are terrible,
seemingly intractable problems — but at
least there are United Nations bodies, aid
organizations and State Department teams
dedicated to each one of them.
 Dictators and elected authoritarians, by
contrast, get a free pass. The World Bank
bails out repressive regimes on a regular
basis. There is no anti-tyrant U.N. task
force, no Sustainable Development Goals

authoritarianism is a global catastrophe

Saudi Arabia and Turkey.
 Despite the fact that dictatorship is at the
root of many global ills — poor health,
failing education systems and global
poverty among them — authoritarianism is
hardly ever addressed at major conferences
worldwide. And no wonder: Many,
including the World Economic Forum and
the now-defunct Clinton Global Initiative,
receive ample funding from authoritarians.
Few human rights groups focus exclusively
on authoritarianism, and most establishment
ones spend significant chunks of their
budgets on criticizing democratic
governments and their policies. Dictators
are rarely in the spotlight.
The noble struggle against tyranny has
fallen upon individual activists and
dissidents living under authoritarian rule or
working from exile. Citizen journalists
Abdalaziz Alhamza and Meron Estefanos
found that few people in peaceful, free
countries were interested in reporting on
Syria and Eritrea, so they took it upon
themselves to do so, despite the enormous
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allowed some villagers to languish in jail for
weeks while their relatives try to raise the
money to pay the fine of 500-1,000 Sudanese
pounds (about $77-$155) to get them out.
 Mukhtar and other climate change experts
take a similar line towards developed
countries, whose higher greenhouse gas
emis¬sions are contributing to the warm¬ing
of desert areas where summers can surpass 50
degrees Celsius.
 “The rich countries made the problem, so
they have to help us solve this,” he said.
“Whoever pol-lutes the environment has to
pay.”
 This article was prepared for the Thomson
Reuters Foundation, the charitable arm of
Thomson Reuters, which covers humanitarian
news, women’s rights, trafficking, property
rights and climate change.

That means in some villages, more than
90% mi¬grate”, he explained, adding that
an estimated 2 sq. kilometres of ar¬able
land is lost to desert each year.
 To stop desertification, the gov¬ernment
has embarked on refor¬estation projects,
planting 2 million trees — mainly acacias
— during the past two years and aiming
for 30 million within five years.
 Mukhtar said he hoped this would
rehabilitate the gum arabic belt and “create
a barrier to shifting sands covering all our
state”.
 Since November 2014, UNDP has
launched pilot climate change ad¬aptation
projects in seven villages in North
Kordofan to further the national
reforestation programme and build
community resilience.
 In Albaida, UNDP established tree
nurseries and planting pro¬grammes and
installed solar water pumps to feed
vegetable gardens. The 2-year project has
educated people about the role of trees in
protecting fertile top soil from heat,
erosion and sand.
“We were told we should not cut trees to
make the environment bet¬ter and we have
been noticing that the weather has

harvest dates or scour Khartoum for odd
jobs, as families waited for them to send
money home.
 “We never had any plans. You’d just wake
up in the morning and deal with that day,”
Quoreshi said. “You’d live in a constant state
of anxiety.”
 Villagers said the area never re¬covered
from those years of ruin and that
temperatures have been rising and rainfall
fluctuating since, causing further
desertification.
 North Kordofan state suffers from extreme
fluctuations in rain¬fall, which varies from
150 mil-limetres to 450 millimetres per year,
leaving incomes vulnerable to frequent
drought cycles, the UN Development
Programme (UNDP) said.
 Eltigani Khalifa Mukhtar, direc¬tor of
administration at North Kor¬dofan’s
Ministry of Agriculture, said rain patterns
began changing about 15 years ago, causing
wide¬spread crop failures every three years
that led to mass hunger.

“Some people migrated, some people died
— especially children,” he said.

In some of the villages he has visited in
recent months “there are one or two men left.

 Albaida, Sudan - The women of Sudan’s
North Kordofan state used to be famed for
their war songs urging men to defend their
meagre de¬sert assets of cattle, bush and
wa¬tering holes. Now, in villages such as
Albaida, surrounded by deep orange sand
dunes, women chant odes to protect their
environment from a new enemy: climate
change. “Oh, lemon tree, I plant you
be¬cause you are good for climbing so
that I can get enough phone signal to send
my love messages,” sing a dozen women
sitting under a lalop tree, tapping upturned
buckets as percussion.
 People in the village of 300 fami¬lies
have planted approximately 9,000 trees in
the past year to stop the advance of the
gezan — sand dunes — aided by
disappearing tree barriers and desert
storms blasting through the grass-thatched
houses. “Now it’s getting better. We don’t
wake up and find sand covering
everything,” said farmer Maryam
Mohammed Quoreshi.
 Quoreshi said she remembers when
people did not have to walk far to find
clusters of trees to pro¬vide fodder for
animals. Farmers were wealthy because
“there was enough rain for every living
thing” and they tapped plentiful, thorny
acacia trees for gum arabic.
 A series of intense droughts, which
started in 1984 and lasted several years,
killed most of the desert-hardy acacias and
turned farms to dust. This caused men to
migrate north to search the desert for gold,

Songs and sanctions help regreen

improved and the sand is
not moving like before,”
said Quoreshi.

A cooperative of 60 women,
di¬vided into groups of ten,
grows po¬tatoes, tomatoes,
pumpkins, car¬rots, okra
and greens year-round.
Most of the produce is sold
to ven¬dors from the
nearby town of Bara and
state capital El Obeid.

Sudan is applying to the
Green Climate Fund for
financial support to scale up
similar climate change
adaptation projects across
all nine states.

In addition to the songs
penned by women to
celebrate each type of tree,
the community has come up
with strict rules and
punishments to protect
them.

“It is forbidden to cut
trees,” said villager Omer
Nourin, clasping his wrists
together to show what
hap¬pens to people who
cannot pay fines handed
down by an enforce¬ment
committee that tree-fellers
appear before. “You have to
go Bara prison.”
 The community has

Sudan is applying to Green Climate
Fund for financial support to scale up
climate change adaptation projects.

Sudan’s
desert

villages
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Environment
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included "Pledge for Parity", "Make it happen",
"The Gender Agenda: Gaining Momentum"
and "Connecting Girls, Inspiring Futures".
Themes for the global IWD website are 
collaboratively and consultatively identified
each year and widely adopted.

2011
 2011 saw the 100 year centenary of 
International Women's Day - with the first IWD
event held exactly 100 years ago in 1911 in
Austria, Denmark, Germany and Switzerland.
In the United States, President Barack Obama 
proclaimed March 2011 to be "Women's His-
tory Month", calling Americans to mark IWD
by reflecting on "the extraordinary 
accomplishments of women" in shaping the
country's history. The then Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton launched the "100 Women Ini-
tiative: Empowering Women and Girls through 
International Exchanges". In the United 
Kingdom, celebrity activist Annie Lennox lead
a superb march across one of London's iconic
bridges raising awareness in support for global
charity Women for Women International. 
Further
charities such as Oxfam have run extensive
activity supporting IWD and many celebrities
and
business leaders also actively support the day

2017 and beyond
 The world has witnessed a significant change
and attitudinal shift in both women's and 
society's thoughts about women's equality and
emancipation. Many from a younger generation
may feel that 'all the battles have been won for
women' while many feminists from the 1970's
know only too well the longevity and ingrained
complexity of patriarchy. With more women in
the boardroom, greater equality in legislative
rights, and an increased critical mass of
women's visibility as impressive role models in
every aspect of life, one could think that
women have gained true equality. The 
unfortunate fact is that women are still not paid
equally to that of their male counterparts,
women still are not present in equal numbers in
business or politics, and globally women's
education, health and the violence against them
is worse than that of men. However, great
improvements have been made. 
 We do have female astronauts and prime
ministers, school girls are welcomed into 
university, women can work and have a family,
women have real choices. And so each year the
world inspires women and celebrates their
achievements. IWD is an official holiday in
many countries including Afghanistan,
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Burkina Faso, 
Cambodia, China (for women only), Cuba,
Georgia, Guinea-Bissau, Eritrea, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Laos, Madagascar (for women
only), Moldova, Mongolia, Montenegro, Nepal
(for women only), Russia, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan, Uganda, Ukraine, Uzbekistan,
Vietnam and Zambia. The tradition sees men
honouring their mothers, wives, girlfriends,
colleagues, etc with flowers and small gifts.
 In some countries IWD has the equivalent
status of Mother's Day where children give
small presents to their mothers and 
grandmothers.
 A global web of rich and diverse local 
activity connects women from all around the
world ranging from political rallies, business 
conferences, government activities and 
networking events through to local women's
craft markets, theatric performances, fashion
parades and more. Many global corporations
actively support IWD by running their own
events and campaigns.  For example, on 8
March search engine and media giant Google
often changes its Google Doodle on its global
search pages to honor IWD. Year on year IWD
is certainly increasing in status.
 So make a difference, think globally and act
locally! 
Make everyday International Women's Day. 
Do your bit to ensure that the future for girls is
bright, equal, safe and rewarding.

1975
 International Women's Day was celebrated for
the first time by the United Nations in 1975.
Then in December 1977, the General Assembly
adopted a resolution proclaiming a United
Nations Day for Women’s Rights and Interna-
tional Peace to be observed on any day of the
year by Member States, in accordance with their
historical and national traditions.

1996
 The UN commenced the adoption of an annual
theme in 1996 - which was "Celebrating the past,
Planning for the Future". This theme was 
followed in 1997 with "Women at the Peace
table", and in 1998 with "Women and Human
Rights", and in 1999 with "World Free of 
Violence Against Women", and so on each year
until the current. More recent themes have
included, for example, "Empower Rural Women,
End Poverty & Hunger" and "A Promise is a
Promise - Time for Action to End Violence
Against Women".
2000
 By the new millennium, International
Women's Day activity around the world had
stalled in many countries. The world had moved
on and feminism wasn't a popular topic. 
International Women's Day needed re-ignition.
There was urgent work to do - battles had not
been won and gender parity had still not been
achieved.

2001
 The global internationalwomensday.com 
digital hub for everything IWD was launched to
re-energize the day as an important platform to
celebrate the successful achievements of women
and to continue calls for accelerating gender 
parity. Each year the IWD website sees vast 
traffic and is used by millions of people and
organizations all over the world to learn about
and share IWD activity. 
 The IWD website is made possible each year
through support from corporations committed to
driving gender parity. The website's charity of
choice for many years has been the World 
Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts
(WAGGGS) whereby IWD fundraising is 
channelled. A more recent additional charity
partnership is with global working women's
organization Catalyst Inc.
 The IWD website adopts an annual theme that
is globally relevant for groups and organizations.
This theme, one of many around the world,
provides a framework and direction for annual
IWD activity and takes into account the wider
agenda of both celebration as well as a broad call
to action for gender parity. Recent themes have

national Women's Day. She proposed that every
year in every country there should be a celebration
on the same day - a Women's Day - to press 
for their demands. 
 The conference of over 100 women from 17
countries, representing unions, socialist parties,
working women's clubs - and including the first
three women elected to the Finnish 
parliament - greeted Zetkin's suggestion with
unanimous approval and thus International
Women's Day was the result.

1911
 Following the decision agreed at Copenhagen in
1911, International Women's Day was honoured
the first time in Austria, Denmark, Germany and
Switzerland on 19 March. More than one million
women and men attended IWD rallies 
campaigning for women's rights to work, vote, be
trained, to hold public office and end discrimina-
tion. 
 However less than a week later on 25 March,
the tragic 'Triangle Fire' in New York City took
the lives of more than 140 working women, most
of them Italian and Jewish immigrants. This 
disastrous event drew significant attention to
working conditions and labour legislation in the
United States that became a focus of subsequent
International Women's Day events. 1911 also saw
women's Bread and Roses' campaign.

1913-1914
 On the eve of World War I campaigning for
peace, Russian women observed their first 
International Women's Day on the last Sunday in 
February 1913. In 1913 following discussions, 
International Women's Day was transferred to 8
March and this day has remained the global date
for International Women's Day ever since. In 1914
further women across Europe held rallies to
campaign against the war and to express women's 
solidarity. For example, in London in the United
Kingdom there was a march from Bow to
Trafalgar Square in support of women's suffrage
on 8 March 1914. Sylvia Pankhurst was arrested
in front of Charing Cross station on her way to
speak in Trafalgar Square.

1917
 On the last Sunday of February, Russian women
began a strike for "bread and peace" in response to
the death of over 2 million Russian soldiers in
World War 1. Opposed by political leaders, the
women continued to strike until four days later the
Czar was forced to abdicate and the provisional
Government granted women the right to vote. The
date the women's strike commenced was Sunday
23 February on the Julian calendar then in use in
Russia. This day on the Gregorian calendar in use
elsewhere was 8 March.

International Women's Day (March 8) is a glo-
bal day celebrating the social, economic, cul-
tural and political achievements of women.
The day also marks a call to action for accel-
erating gender parity. International Women's
Day (IWD) has been observed since in the
early 1900's - a time of great expansion and
turbulence in the industrialized world that saw
booming population growth and the rise of
radical ideologies. International Women's Day
is a collective day of
global celebration and a call for gender parity.
No one government, NGO, charity, corpora-
tion, academic institution, women's network
or media hub is solely responsible for Interna-
tional Women's Day. Many organizations
declare an annual IWD theme that supports
their specific agenda or cause, and some of
these are adopted more widely with relevance
than others.
 "The story of women's struggle for equality
belongs to no single feminist nor to any one
organization but to the collective efforts of all
who care about human rights," says world-
renowned feminist, journalist and social and
political activist Gloria Steinem. Thus Interna-
tional Women's Day is all about unity, cele-
bration, reflection, advocacy and action -
whatever that looks like globally at a local
level. But one thing is for sure, International
Women's Day has been occurring for well
over a century - and continue's to grow from
strength to strength.

International Women's Day
timeline  journey

1908
Great unrest and critical debate was occurring
amongst women. Women's oppression and
inequality was spurring women to become
more vocal and active in campaigning for
change. Then in 1908, 15,000 women
marched through New York City demanding
shorter hours, better pay and voting rights.

1909
 In accordance with a declaration by the
Socialist Party of America, the first National
Woman's Day (NWD) was observed across
the United States on 28 February. Women
continued to celebrate NWD on the last Sun-
day of February until 1913.

1910
 In 1910 a second International Conference
of Working Women was held in Copenhagen.
A woman named Clara Zetkin (Leader of the
'Women's Office' for the Social Democratic
Party in Germany) tabled the idea of an Inter-
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really wrong," she says. "Natural daylight is
the best light to apply your make-up in."
 Gozalli posts make-up tutorials on Insta-
gram, where she has more than 147,000 fol-
lowers and her videos get anywhere from
12,000 to 160,000 views. One of the most
important things to consider, she says, is the
location of your make-up table.
 "I prefer it to be near my window, so that
when I do my make-up in the daytime, I can
really go to the window and check how my
make-up looks in the daylight. Sometimes,
if you sit in a dark corner of a room, you
may think your make-up looks good, but
then you go out in the daylight and see that
it looks completely different," she says.
 Though many Pinterest images of vanity
tables show professional-looking LED
bulbs, Gozalli claims that unless you’re an
expert, these serve no use beyond nice aes-
thetics and decoration. Instead, she recom-
mends buying a smaller mirror with built-in
lights round its circumference – most make-
up enthusiasts keep a smaller, close-up mir-
ror on their tables. "I got mine from Home
Centre; it’s good because you can really see
the details if there are imperfections in your
make-up," she says
 Gozalli, who has lived in the UAE for 10
years but is originally from Baku, Azerbai-
jan, launched her online make-up site Glam-

Jam (www.glamjamstore.com) about six
months ago, and hosts private make-up
classes and seminars around the GCC.
 Because of her profession, ¬Gozalli has
about five times more cosmetics products
than your average woman. About 60
brushes, 15 make-up sponges, 40 eye pen-
cils and 80 lipsticks stand on her tabletop –
not to mention countless other products,
including more than 30 additional lipsticks,
inside her drawers.
 But Gozalli’s vanity table looks neither
cluttered nor disorderly – her cosmetics are
all compartmentalised and her table’s sur-
face is kept pristine. She seeks out budget-
friendly storage options for her make-up.
 "I wouldn’t pay more than Dh200 for a
make-up organiser," she says, explaining
that she finds hers at Dragon Mart, Ikea and
even Global Village. These acrylic struc-
tures are also available at stores such as

Lifestyle and Daiso. Cutlery organisers can
serve as a viable alternative, while ice-cube
trays work well for storing small eye com-
pacts. To store larger compacts and pal-
ettes, use a small wire basket, or repurpose a
toast rack or letter organiser. Gozalli collects
shoebox lids and uses them as drawer liners.
 For brushes, she advises that make-up
users keep face ones separate from eye-
shadow brushes.
 "If you don’t want to buy a special make-
up organiser for brushes, what I would do is
just take a big glass from the kitchen and put
the brushes in that," she says.
 Mugs or mason jars will also do the trick.
These can be filled with marbles, beads or
even sand to create more depth and visual
interest. It’s also handy to keep a tissue box
on your table, along with small sweet jars or
trinket boxes filled with Q-tips and cotton
wool. Lipsticks, Gozalli says, should be kept

inside drawers.
 "They get very dusty and if there is dust
on top of the packaging, you can be sure the
dust will get inside the lipstick, and then if
you apply that on your lips it’s not really
hygienic – especially with the liquid lip-
sticks," she says.
 If you find yourself running short on
space on tabletops and in drawers, consider
using wall space. Ordinary shelves can
prove useful, but for a more DIY approach,
hang wall planters or kitchen utensil hold-
ers, and use these pots for your brushes and
products.
 Finally, finish with a luxury prop or two,
such as a scented candle or small vase of
(faux) flowers, standing within a mirrored
tray or atop a pile of fashion coffee-table
books. Or take a leaf out of Gozalli’s book
and display your signature scents on the
corner of your table.
 "To give that personal touch I always add
my favourite perfumes – like three or four,
the ones that look pretty," she says.
 In her case, these include Decadence by
Marc Jacobs and Mystery Tobacco by Caro-
lina Herrera, but choose your own favour-
ites – the whole point is to create a space
that’s comfortable and personalised to your
beauty needs.

Eljammi Gozalli on how to organise your vanity table

Hafsa Lodi

Putting on your make-up can be a struggle if
the lighting is dim and space on your table is
sparse. If not stored properly, lipsticks can
go missing, foundation bottles can slip and
crash, and brushes can lose their shape.
 Hand in hand with the contouring, baking
and strobing beauty trends comes the need
for a well-organised make-up station, where
compacts are colour coordinated and lip-
sticks stand upright in an orderly formation.
 Certain Pinterest images come to mind,
where surfaces are topped with a vase of
fresh peonies, a vintage fragrance atomiser
and a luxury candle. In these images, which
are sourced from the social-media feeds of
celebrities’ expansive walk-in closets and
the bedrooms of elite beauty bloggers, tables
are predominantly white, sometimes with
rose-gold accents, mirrors are bordered with
LED bulbs and plush chairs are draped with
faux-fur throws.
 But in the real world, women often don’t
have the space or budget to accommodate
such an elaborate, fairy-tale set-up. None-
theless, there are essential elements that
should be a part of every beauty enthusiast’s
vanity table.
 If you’re an avid make-up-wearer, and
you have the space and budget to accommo-
date a table just for make-up, that would be
ideal. Otherwise, corner off a substantial
section of your dressing table and make it
exclusively for your beauty needs.
 Whatever the case, you shouldn’t be
applying your make-up in the bathroom,
advises Dubai-based make-up artist and
beauty blogger Eljammi Gozalli. While
many women make do with the space
around their washroom sink, ¬Gozalli warns
against this.
 "Most bathrooms have yellowish light,
and most of the people who do make-up in
the bathroom get their foundation colour

Gozalli posts make-up tutorials on Instagram, where
she has more than 147,000 followers and her videos
get anywhere from 12,000 to 160,000 views. One of

the most important things to consider, she says, is the
location of your make-up table.
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