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Occupied Palestine

By Greta Berlin

We were so late leaving Cyprus for
Gaza. The 30+ passengers waiting in
the hot, dusty confines of the
University in Nicosia were fed up and
beginning to wonder if two boats ever
existed. Every day, [ went into the
morning meeting and said, “Not today,
they are in a storm.” Or, “Not today,
they have had problems with the
steering.” Or, “Not today, one of the
captains quit.”

We had been due to sail on July 31
2008. It was now August 18, and the
last communication we received was
the boats would finally pull into the
harbor in Larnaca on the 20th, three
weeks late.

Mary Hughes Thompson was
sending out pleas for more money, as
our adventure to Gaza was becoming
more expensive by the day. People
donated their social security checks,
their military pensions, part of their
pay checks because they believed in
us, that we would actually sail to
Gaza. The media was calling all the
time, the Israelis were spending
thousands of shekels trying to find out
where the boats were or threatening us
by phone that we would never make
it.

“There’s a bomb on board,” was
one call. Another came in late at night,
a heavy Israeli accent, “Do you know
how to swim?”” Lauren Booth, the
sister-in-law of Tony Blair was
receiving phone calls telling her that
her children were in danger. We paid
no attention to any of these calls, and
we were naive enough to think Israel
would play fair and let two small
fishing boats crammed with 44
passengers sail to Gaza.

Why not? Israel said Gaza was free,
and we were going straight from
international waters into the waters of
Gaza. What could be easier?

The night of August 20, 2008, two
tiny boats rounded the corner of
Larnaca and limped into port, a
bedraggled crew who hadn’t bathed in
days making a run for the Sunflower
Hotel to stand under the showers,
while those of us waiting for them to
arrive just wanted to get on board and
sail. Everyone was irritated at
everyone else; 44 people from 17
countries and a dozen different
cultural backgrounds tried to hold a
meeting that night to strategize. And
we were frightened, even the hardy
sailors who had navigated the 1200
miles (1900 kilometers) to get from
Greece to Cyprus.

And we had the most dangerous
240 miles to go to make it to Gaza.
After all, the Israelis had threatened us
repeatedly over the past month.

On the 8th Anniversary of Sailing into Gaza

Israel was frustrated, because they
had been looking for the boats since
June. We had written they were in
Alexandria, Egypt (and they sent a
team there to question port
authorities).

Then we said they were coming
down from different locations in
Greece, only we hadn’t posted the
correct names on the boats. We knew
Israeli commandos had blown up the
engines on the Ship of Return in
1988 and murdered three of the
Palestinian organizers. But we were
determined to set sail and hoped our
deception cost the Israeli

government money.

When passengers finally lined up to
get on board the morning of Friday
August 22, we were shocked to
realize we had to go through passport
control. It never occurred to any of
us that we actually had to have our
passports stamped, since we were
leaving the EU for Gaza. The
passport control agent, a patient
Greek Cypriot, asked us to collect all
of the passports and line up until our
names were called. A Port Authority
officer stood next to him.

“You realize that these two boats are
only certified for 22 passengers and
you have 44.” No, actually, we didn’t
know that. “I’m going to stand right
here and watch the passports
stamped, and when I turn around to
look at the boats, I only want to see
ten people on board the Liberty and
12 on board the Free Gaza. Do you
understand?’

Twenty-two of us went below
deck until we pulled out to the cheers
of the people standing on shore. The
Cypriot Coast Guard escorted us out
and we were on our way.

Before we set sail on Friday, the
Israeli foreign ministry had warned
us to steer clear of the Gaza
coastline, and said Gaza was “the

subject of an [Israeli Navy] advisory
notice,” and we are warning off
foreign vessels from the “designated
maritime zone”. (It’s important to see
that, in August 2008, there was never
any talk about a military blockade,
legal or illegal).

Thirty-three hours on the sea were
harrowing, because most of us had no
idea how rough the sea would be. And
the Israeli military had blocked all our
communications, from GPS to sat
phones. The two captains were
navigating with paper and compass
for the entire night, and many people
following our trip thought we had
been lost at sea.

On Saturday, August 23, an Israeli
spokesman said we would be ‘allowed
in’. ”They wanted a provocation at
sea, but they won’t get it,” foreign
ministry spokesman Aviv Shiron told
the AFP news agency. “We know who
the passengers are and what they are
bringing with them and so we have no
problem letting them through.”

Israel didn’t realize that the last
thing we wanted was any kind of a
provocation at sea. By this time, the
majority of us were sea sick, and the
only way we could have driven off
Israeli commandos would have been
to vomit on them.

When we sighted the shores of
Gaza that sunny Saturday afternoon,
August 23, we realized we had made
it. Forty thousand Palestinians were
standing at the port, waving and
cheering and blowing whistles as our
bedraggled passengers and

ramshackle boats pulled into port.
We were throwing balloons into the
water for little boys to grab and stuff
down their wet shirts. They were
climbing on the sides of the boats,
and, for the first time on that trip, we
considered the boats might sink with
hundreds of Palestinian boys hanging
on the edges.

The full story of our successful trip
and the challenges we met and solved
is in this book, Freedom Sailors. It’s
200 pages highlight our quixotic trip
and joyful ending. We set a precedent
that day, and no amount of Israeli
spin over the past 8 years can change
the fact that we successfully sailed
four more times.

“No matter what happens we have
already achieved our goal by proving
that ordinary citizens with ordinary
means can mobilize a defense of
human rights for Palestinians,”
organizer Paul Larudee told the AFP
news agency.

“We want people to see the
Palestinian problem as one of human
rights, not feeding them rice,” he
added.

On this 8th anniversary, we would
like to remember the passengers and
land-crew who have died since then
and have written this article as a
tribute to them as well as the
thousands of Palestinians who have
lost their lives in Gaza since that
joyous day that changed all of us for
the better.

Smooth sailing to Sister Ann
Montgomery, Hedy Epstein, Vittorio
Arrigoni, Scott Kennedy.

Thank you courageous Palestinians
who cheered us on that day and
continued to cheer when we landed
in October, November and December
of 2008. We have not forgotten the
joy we all had, and we will continue
to sail until Gaza is free. Although
no boats have been able to land since
December 2008, boats are still
attempting to break the illegal siege.
As I write this memory, a woman’s
boat is getting ready to sail in
September. We wish them well.

*— Greta Berlin is the Co-founder, Free Gaza
movement. She contributed this article to
PalestineChronicle.com.
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Ted Lieu @tedlieu

This airstrike on Doctors Without Borders hospital in #Yemen looks like another war
crime by #SaudiArabia. http://m.huffpost.com/us/entry/us 57b1d9e5e4b069¢7e505e591
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Photo published for Saudi Airstrikes Hit MSF Hospital In Yemen, Killing At Least 11
Saudi Airstrikes Hit MSF Hospital In Yemen, Killing At Least 11

The destruction of medical facilities has become a tactic of war.

huffingtonpost.com
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Ted Lieu @tedlieu

#SaudiArabia airstrikes targeted children this weekend & @MSF hospital today in
#Yemen. US most stop enabling what look like war crimes.

YOVl puanil Vo -5l 12:06

ollejor o aroblel VEVE

DARYIS CAJJJ-\ ol ) oda C:’;.u sdsal) ubyjj\ 135 . Je.J\ L; ;Lbyb JUbY ks L3 gl Aiji—\ o) Lﬁ)\ ;,.5}
983 gl Gl e 3 e sl LY 1 I 5

Ted Lieu @tedlieu

#SaudiArabia airstrikes killed children & doctors in #Yemen. Why is US aiding these
airstrikes? Why is US selling more weapons to #Saudi?
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Muslims around the world
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By Mehdi Hasan -

n recent months, cliched
calls for reform of Islam, a
1,400-year-old faith, have
intensified. "We need a
Muslim reformation,”
announced Newsweek.
“Islam needs reformation
from within,” said the Huff-
ington Post. Following Janu-
ary’s massacre in Paris, the
Financial Times nodded to
those in the west who
believe the secular Egyptian
president, Abdel Fattah el-
Sisi, “could emerge as the
Martin Luther of the Muslim
world”. (That might be diffi-
cult, given Sisi, in the words
of Human Rights Watch,
approved “premeditated
lethal attacks” on largely
unarmed protesters which
could amount to “crimes
against humanity”.)

Then there is Ayaan Hirsi Ali. The
Somali-born author, atheist and ex-
Muslim has a new book called Here-
tic: Why Islam Needs a Reformation
Now. She’s been popping up in TV
studios and on op-ed pages to urge
Muslims, both liberal and conserva-
tive, to abandon some of their core
religious beliefs while uniting behind
a Muslim Luther. Whether or not
mainstream Muslims will respond
positively to a call for reform from a
woman who has described their faith
as a “destructive, nihilistic cult of
death” that should be “crushed”, and
suggested Benjamin Netanyahu be
given the Nobel peace prize, is another
matter.

This narrative isn’t new. The New
York Times’s celebrity columnist
Thomas Friedman called for an
Islamic reformation back in 2002; US
academics Charles Kurzer and
Michaelle Browers traced the origins
of this “Reformation analogy” to the
early 20th century, noting that
“conservative journalists have been as
eager as liberal academics to search
for Muslim Luthers”.

Apparently anyone who wants to
win the war against violent extremism
and save the soul of Islam, not to men-
tion transform a stagnant Middle East,
should be in favour of this process.
After all, Christianity had the Refor-
mation, so goes the argument, which
was followed by the Enlightenment;
by secularism, liberalism and modern
European democracy. So why can’t
Islam do the same? And shouldn’t the
west be offering to help?

Yet the reality is that talk of a Chris-
tian-style reformation for Islam is so
much cant. Let’s consider this idea of
a “Muslim Luther”. Luther did not
merely nail 95 theses to the door of

the Castle church in Wittenberg in
1517, denouncing clerical abuses
within the Catholic church. He also
demanded that German peasants
revolting against their feudal over-
lords be “struck dead”, comparing
them to “mad dogs”, and authored On
the Jews and Their Lies in 1543, in
which he referred to Jews as “the
devil’s people” and called for the
destruction of Jewish homes and syn-
agogues. As the US sociologist and
Holocaust scholar Ronald Berger has
observed, Luther helped establish
antisemitism as “a key element of
German culture and national iden-
tity”. Hardly a poster boy for reform
and modernity for Muslims in 2015.

The Protestant Reformation also
opened the door to blood-letting on
an unprecedented, continent-wide
scale. Have we forgotten the French
wars of religion? Or the English civil
war? Tens of millions of innocents
died in Europe; up to 40% of Ger-
many’s population is believed to have
been killed in the thirty years’ war. Is
this what we want a Muslim-majority
world already plagued by sectarian
conflicts, foreign occupations and the
bitter legacy of colonialism to now
endure, all in the name of reform,
progress and even liberalism?

Islam isn’t Christianity. The two
faiths aren’t analogous, and it is
deeply ignorant, not to mention
patronising, to pretend otherwise — or
to try and impose a neatly linear,
Eurocentric view of history on
diverse Muslim-majority countries in
Asia or Africa. Each religion has its
own traditions and texts; each relig-
ion’s followers have been affected by
geopolitics and socio-economic pro-
cesses in a myriad of ways. The the-
ologies of Islam and Christianity, in

ek *Er é h}: s
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particular, are worlds apart: the for-
mer, for instance, has never had a
Catholic-style clerical class answering
to a divinely appointed pope. So
against whom will the “Islamic refor-
mation” be targeted? To whose door
will the 95 fatwas be nailed?

The truth is that Islam has already
had its own reformation of sorts, in
the sense of a stripping of cultural
accretions and a process of supposed
“purification”. And it didn’t produce a
tolerant, pluralistic, multifaith utopia,
a Scandinavia-on-the-Euphrates.
Instead, it produced ... the kingdom
of Saudi Arabia.

Wasn’t reform exactly what was
offered to the masses of the Hijaz by
Muhammad Ibn Abdul Wahhab, the
mid-18th century itinerant preacher
who allied with the House of Saud?
He offered an austere Islam cleansed
of what he believed to be innovations,
which eschewed centuries of main-
stream scholarship and commentary,
and rejected the authority of the tradi-
tional ulema, or religious authorities.

Some might argue that if anyone
deserves the title of a Muslim Luther,
it is Ibn Abdul Wahhab who, in the
eyes of his critics, combined Luther’s
puritanism with the German monk’s
antipathy towards the Jews. Ibn Abdul
Wahhab’s controversial stance on
Muslim theology, writes his biogra-
pher Michael Crawford, “made him
condemn much of the Islam of his
own time” and led to him being dis-
missed as a heretic by his own family.

Don’t get me wrong. Reforms are
of course needed across the crisis-
ridden Muslim-majority world: politi-
cal, socio-economic and, yes, relig-
ious too. Muslims need to rediscover
their own heritage of pluralism, toler-
ance and mutual respect — embodied

in, say, the Prophet’s letter to the
monks of St Catherine’s monastery, or
the “convivencia” (or co-existence) of
medieval Muslim Spain.

What they don’t need are lazy calls
for an Islamic reformation from non-
Muslims and ex-Muslims, the repeti-
tion of which merely illustrates how
shallow and simplistic, how ahistorical
and even anti-historical, some of the
west’s leading commentators are on
this issue. It is much easier for them, it
seems, to reduce the complex debate
over violent extremism to a series of
cliches, slogans and soundbites, rather
than examining root causes or histori-
cal trends; easier still to champion the
most extreme and bigoted critics of
Islam while ignoring the voices of
mainstream Muslim scholars, academ-
ics and activists.

Hirsi Ali, for instance, was treated
to a series of encomiums and softball
questions in her blizzard of US media
interviews, from the New York Times
to Fox News. (“A hero of our time,”
read one gushing headline on Polit-
ico.) Frustratingly, only comedian Jon
Stewart, on The Daily Show, was will-
ing to point out to Hirsi Ali that her
reformist hero wanted a “purer form of
Christianity” and helped create “a hun-
dred years of violence and mayhem”.

With apologies to Luther, if anyone
wants to do the same to the religion of
Islam today, it is Isis leader Abu Bakr
al-Baghdadi, who claims to rape and
pillage in the name of a “purer form”
of Islam — and who isn’t, incidentally,
a fan of the Jews either. Those who cry
so simplistically, and not a little
inanely, for an Islamic reformation,
should be careful what they wish for.

*Mehdi Hasan is a presenter on Al-Jazeera Eng-
lish. The views expressed here are his
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- Dheisheh refugee camp youth
archive life in colours on grey walls

Faces of martyrs, leaders, poets,
writers make up big-gest percentage
of drawings on Dheisheh’s walls.

Bethlehem - Refugee camps world-
wide serve as a stark reminder of loss
and longing. They are usually grey,
cramped and dismal. Palestinian refu-
gee camps are no different.

Shabby, drab concrete buildings are
separated by narrow alley-ways that
lack basic infrastructure but are the
main playgrounds for schoolchildren.

The walls are gen-erally long and dull.

In Dheisheh, a refugee camp on the
edge of Bethlehem — a Pales-tinian
town south of Jerusalem — however,
the grey walls have been turned into a
splendid colourful ar-chive of life, a
symbol of resistance and sacrifice.

Malik Shaheen, 19-year-old from
Dheisheh, had his days split be-tween
school, home and the sur-rounding
streets. A rusted staircase was the
favourite meeting place for Shaheen
and his friends until De-cember 2015.
Israeli military forces killed him dur-

Palestinian
refugee Mariam
Hamash, 86, sits in
front of a mural on
the 68th anniversary,
of Nakba, at Dhei- %
sheh refugee camp
near the West Bank:
city of Bethlehem,
last May.

ing a street pro-test. Now, an adjacent
wall bears Shaheen’s portrait to hon-
our his memory.

The painting of Shaheen at-tracted
thousands of visitors. His name was
spray-painted on almost every wall in
the camp to preserve the memory of a
youth whose life ended with a bullet.

Since 1967, Palestinians have used
street art — mostly graffiti and
murals — to defy Israeli military
rule. The Israeli occupation denied
the population the rights of free-dom
of expression and opinion.

Hafez Omar, a Palestinian
re-searcher in art and politics, said
refugee camps in general have been
at the forefront in a long journey of
struggle against the Israeli
occupa-tion.

Following Israel’s seizure of the
West Bank, including Jerusalem, and
the Gaza Strip in 1967, Palestin-ians
were banned from engaging in poli-

tics. “They used graffiti to an-nounce
a general strike or spread an important
message,” Omar said.

Israel censored newspapers and
magazines and frequently sus-pended
publications from being printed and
distributed. However, Israel could not
censor or destroy all the walls.

It was deemed as a patriotic and a
courageous act when a masked Pales-
tinian sprayed political mes-sages
because, once caught, jail time could
be four years under the pretext of
inciting the population against local
authorities.

Even after the Israeli military with-
drew from Dheisheh, the tra-dition
continued and the camp has turned
into a colourful archive of Palestin-
ians’ aspirations, dreams, losses and
hopes for a brighter fu-ture.

Ayid Arafeh, 33, is an artist from
Dheisheh and one of thousands of
internally displaced Palestinians who
grew up reading and learning Pales-
tine’s history while playing in the
streets of the shantytown.

“My first drawing was a tree and a
bird,” he said. “My school-teacher
asked my classmates and me to draw

3

what we want and we all chose to
paint nature maybe be-cause this is
what we longed to see in the camp.”

Arafeh is one of the most fa-mous
graffiti and mural artists in Dheisheh.
Men, women and chil-dren rush to
greet him in the camp. His name is
clearly visible under some very
remarkable murals in the camp.

“When Malik died, his friends
ap-proached me to draw a portrait for
him on the wall where they used to
spend most nights,” Arafeh said.
“The staircase was known to be his
place and it will continue to be.”

The faces of martyrs, leaders,
poets and writers make up the
big-gest percentage of drawings on
Dheisheh’s walls. To Palestinians in
the camp, which is made up of dis-
placed people from 46 Palestin-ian
villages, the walls have become part
of their collective memory.

Mohammad Salameh, 16, said the
portraits, the messages and the mem-
ories on the camp’s walls are the way
children came to know about the
individuals who sacri-ficed their lives
for the Palestinian cause.

“I lived in the streets and grew
used to them. If I had lived in a
home, I would have drawn on a
pa-per but the street is where we
grew up and the walls have become
our paper,” he said.

When Salameh moved from Sau-di
Arabia with his family, he hated how
the camp looked. “At first, [ was dis-
gusted by all these ‘writ-ings’ but
when I looked closer I came to know
my country better,” he said.

Graffiti and murals in Dheisheh have
evolved from being short po-litical
messages and temporary slo-gans to
become an extension of the past, an
act of resistance and sur-vival and an
affirmation that Pales-tinians have
not lost hope.

Arafeh said: “T have written the
names of our 46 villages and towns
and I have drawn the faces of our
martyrs. Despite how important this
is, I aspire to see diversity and add
more colours in the murals and graf-
fiti.”

After he travelled abroad, Arafeh
said he realised it is imperative to
instil hope in the hearts of the camp’s
children. He now tries to incorporate
more colour into his murals and por-
traits. The change is evident. While
martyrs were usu-ally drawn in black
and white with serious faces, they
now have wide smiles and lively
stares.

“Our aim is not to make the
refu-gee camp beautiful or a perma-
nent place, because this is not our
home but we must advocate for life
and hope in a better future,” Arafeh
said.
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Middle East wars
g0 underground

Across Middle East, it seems
that everyone’s going under-
ground again Hezbollah,
Hamas, Islamic State.

James Bruce - Fighters of the Beirut -

Islamic Front rebel group blasted the
large Syrian Army base at Wadi al-
Deif in Idlib prov-ince in March
2014 from an unexpected quarter:
They deto-nated an estimated 60
tonnes of explosives stacked at the
end of an 850-metre tunnel they had
spent weeks digging.

The huge explosion, which killed
dozens of Syrian officers and blew an
entire hillside hundreds of me-tres
into the air, may have demon-strated
a new way of fighting in a war that
was then 3 years old and had already
descended into barbar-ity. Tunnel-
ling, however, is a bat-tle tactic that
goes back more than 2,000 years.

Witness a clash in Syria in the
Ro-man city of Dura-Europos in
about 256AD in a battle against the
pow-erful new Sasanian Persian
empire thrusting in from the east.

British archaeologists concluded in
2009 that remains of 20 Roman sol-
diers unearthed in a tunnel be-neath
the town’s ramparts had been killed
in a clash with the invading Persians
seeking to dig their way into the for-
tress in what may have been an early
use of chemical war-fare — pumping
in a poisonous mix of burning sul-
phur crystals and bi-tumen that killed
the Romans in minutes.

Across the Middle East, it seems
that everyone’s going underground
again — Hezbollah, Hamas, the
Islamic State (ISIS). Iran has
con-structed extensive nuclear facili-
ties in underground bunkers and
inside mountains to protect them
from Is-raeli or US air strikes.

Even the Syrian regime is doing it.
In February, the Jaysh al-Islam coali-
tion released a documentary that it
says reveals a self-contained under-
ground complex constructed in the
bowels of Damascus under the
Harasta quarter as a bolthole for Syr-
ian President Bashar Assad and his
inner circle. It was said to include an
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intelligence centre and chemical
decontamination cham-bers.

The Syrian conflict has moved
subterranean warfare to the fore-front
and provided a physical link to the
use of these tactics that go back to
ancient times.

Most of Syria’s modern cities are
built on layer after layer of ancient
structures. Aleppo, for instance, is
believed to have been continuously
inhabited since the Copper Age,
around 6000BC, and Damascus was
an urban centre 2,000 years before
Julius Caesar.

According to the Pentagon’s Joint
Improvised-Threat Defeat
Organi-zation, there have been more
than 50 major tunnel bombings in
Syria and Iraq in the last three years
as in-surgent groups resorted to a
primi-tive combat strategy to counter
the technological superiority of the
state military forces.

Some of the bombings have been
pulverisingly powerful. The March
4th, 2015, tunnel bombing of the Syr-
ian Air Force headquarters in Aleppo
was so strong that it was registered as
a 2.3-magnitude earth-quake by the
European-Mediterra-nean Seismolog-
ical Centre west of the city.

“There’s never in the world been
such a thick network of tunnels as
there is in Syria,” observed Syrian
academic Salim Harba. “It started in
Homs in 2012.” Military analysts
es-timate that the Syrian rebel groups
have dug between 500 and 1,000 tun-
nel systems.

The Iranian-backed Hezbollah,
which used a pioneering tunnel sys-
tem in south Lebanon during its 34-
day war with Israel in 2006, may be
pinned down fighting in the Syr-ian
war but it is also preparing for
another conflict with its old enemy
with what knowledgeable sources
call “an advanced tunnel network™ on
Israel’s northern border.

This reputedly includes assault

tunnels snaking deep into the Jew-ish
state, just like Hamas’s infiltra-tion
tunnels into Israel’s southern desert.

Tunnelling in the rocky terrain of
the Lebanon-Israel border is much
tougher than in the sandy ground
along Gaza’s border with Israel but
the Israelis are working on the
as-sumption that Hezbollah is doing
just that.

In Gaza, Hamas has been
con-founding the Israelis for years
with an elaborate labyrinth of tunnels
for infiltrating fighters into the Jew-
ish state, launching rockets or shel-
ter-ing commanders during combat.
This has triggered three contro-
ver-sial invasions of the densely
popu-lated coastal strip.

In Operation Protective Edge, the
incursion in summer 2014, Israel said
it destroyed 32 Hamas tunnels but
Palestinian sources said Hamas has
more than 1,000 people work-ing
underground building a new network.

In March, Israel’s military chief of
staff, Major-General Gadi Eisen-kot,
who commanded the North-ern Front
forces that failed to crush Hezbollah
in 2006, declared that the tunnels
“are at the top of the Israel Defence
Force’s priority list”. On August 3rd,
the Israeli Defence Ministry said it
had issued tenders to build a concrete
barrier “several storeys below
ground” and studded with anti-
digging sensors along the 60km bor-
der with Gaza.

This veritable Levantine laby-rinth
runs from the honeycomb of tunnels
under the besieged Gaza Strip, which
Hamas uses to con-found the Israelis
and launch rock-ets, to western Iraq,

@gdl p5,aJIARAB AMERICAN TODAY gusell alya

where ISIS has dug elaborate tunnel
networks under cities it conquered to
hide its fighters and weapons from
de-tection by aircraft and unmanned
surveillance drones of a US-led air
coalition.

So far as is known, no Middle
Eastern military force has built a net-
work as extensive as the Viet Cong
tunnel system used to move troops
and establish massive under-ground
logistic bases in the Vietnam war.

ISIS has built extensive networks
under cities it has conquered to evade
round-the-clock air strikes by the
United States and its allies and used
tunnels to pump oil from cap-tured
fields, a key source of fund-ing.

“We found 30 or 40 tunnels inside
Sinjar,” an Iraqi town captured by the
jihadists in 2014 and retaken in
November 2015, said Shamo Eado, a
Kurdish peshmerga commander.

The network, much of which
ap-peared to have been carved out of
the rock with pneumatic drills,
in-cluded prayer rooms, sleeping
quar-ters and electrically powered
fans to keep the air circulating
through the underground system. “It
was like a city under the city,” Eado
said.

Israel’s military has been seeking
ways to counter this old-new form of
warfare, which has redefined the con-
cept of the front line, but has not
come up with a foolproof system.

* James Bruce has written extensively on Mid-
dle Eastern security issues for many years for
such publications as Jane’s Intelligence Review
and Jane’s Defence Weekly.
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US soldier in Abu Ghraib
prison in Iraq

US War Crimes or ‘Normalized Deviance’

-

The U.S. foreign policy establishment and its mainstream media
operate with a pervasive set of hypocritical standards that justify
war crimes — or what might be called a "normalization of
deviance,” writes Nicolas J S Davies.

Nicolas J S Davies

Sociologist Diane Vaughan coined the
term‘“normalization of deviance”as she
was investigating the explosion of the-
Challengerspace shuttle in 1986. She
used it todescribehow the social culture
at NASA fostered a disregard for rigor-
ous, physics-based safety standards,
effectively creating new, lowerde fac-
tostandards that came to govern actual
NASA operationsandled to catastrophic
and deadly failures.

Vaughan published her findings in
herprize-winning book,The Challenger
Launch Decision: Risky Technology,
Culture and Deviance at NASA, which,
in her words, “shows how mistake, mis-
hap, and disaster are socially organized
and systematically produced by social
structures” and “shifts our attention
from individual causal explanations to
the structure of power and the power of
structure and culture — factors that are
difficult to identify and untangle yet
have great impact on decision making
in organizations.”

When the same pattern of organiza-
tional culture and behavior at NASA
persisted until the loss of a second shut-
tle in 2003, Diane Vaughan was
appointed to NASA’s accident investi-
gation board, which belatedly embraced
her conclusion that the “normalization

of deviance” was a critical factor in
these catastrophic failures.

The normalization of deviance has
since been cited in a wide range ofcor-
porate crimes andinstitutional failures,
fromVolkswagen’s rigging of emissions
teststo deadly medical mistakes in hos-
pitals. In fact, the normalization of
deviance is an ever-present danger in
most of the complex institutions that
govern the world we live in today, not
leastinthe bureaucracy that formulates
and conducts U.S. foreign policy.

The normalization of deviance from
the rules and standards that formally
govern U.S. foreign policy has been
quite radical. And yet, as in other cases,
this has gradually been accepted as a
normal state of affairs, first within the
corridors of power, then by the corpo-
ratemedia and eventually by much of
the public at large.

Once deviance has been culturally
normalized, as Vaughan found in the
shuttle program at NASA, there is no
longer any effective check on actions
that deviate radically from formal or
established standards — in the case of
U.S. foreign policy, that would refer to
the rules and customs of international
law, the checks and balances of our
constitutional political system and the
experience and evolvingpractice of gen-

erations of statesmen and diplomats.
Normalizing the Abnormal

It is in the nature of complex institu-
tions infected by the normalization of
deviance that insiders areincentivized to
downplay potential problems and to
avoid precipitating a reassessment
based on previously established stan-
dards. Once rules have been breached,
decision-makers face a cognitive and
ethical conundrum whenever the same
issue arisesagain: they can no longer
admit that an action will violate respon-
sible standards without admitting that
they have already violated them in the
past.

This is not just a matter of avoiding
public embarrassment and political or
criminal accountability, but a realin-
stanceof collective cognitive dissonan-
ceamongpeople who have genuinely,
although often self-servingly, embraced
a deviant culture. Diane Vaughan has
compared the normalization of deviance
to an elastic waistband that keeps
onstretching. Within the high priesthood
that now manages U.S. foreign policy,
advancement and success are based on
conformity with this elastic culture of
normalized deviance. Whistle-blowers
are punished or even prosecuted, and

people who question the prevailing
deviant culture are routinely and effi-
ciently marginalized, not promoted to
decision-making positions.

For example, once U.S. officials had
accepted the Orwellian “doublethink”
that “targeted killings,”
or“manhunts”as Defense Secretary
Donald Rumsfeld called them, do not
violate long-standingprohibitions
againstassassination, even a new
administration could not walk that deci-
sion back without forcing a deviant cul-
ture to confront the wrong-headedness
and illegality of its original decision.

Then, once the Obama administra-
tionhadmassively escalatedthe CIA’s
drone program as an alternative to kid-
napping and indefinite detention at
Guantanamo,it became even harder to
acknowledge that this is a policy of
cold-blooded murderthatprovokeswi-
despread anger and hostility andis-
counter-productive tolegitimate coun-
terterrorismgoals—or to admit that it
violates the U.N. Charter’s prohibition
on the use of force,as U.N. special rap-
porteurs on extrajudicial killings have
warned.

Underlying such decisions is the role
of U.S. government lawyers who pro-
vide legal cover for them,but who are
themselves

shielded

from

accounta

bility by

U.S. non-

recognition of international courts and
the extraordinary deference of U.S.
courts to the Executive Branch on mat-
ters of “national security.” These law-
yers enjoy a privilege that is unique in
their profession, issuing legal opinions
that they will never have to defend
before impartial courts to provide legal
fig-leaves for war crimes.

The deviant U.S. foreign policy
bureaucracy has branded the formal
rules that are supposed to govern our
country’s international behavior as
“obsolete” and “quaint”, asa White
House lawyer wrote in 2004. And yet
these are the very rules that past U.S.
leaders deemed so vital that they
enshrined them inconstitutionally bin-
dinginternational treatiesand U.S. law.

Let’s take a brief look at how the
normalization of devianceundermi-
nestwo of the most critical standards
that formally define and legitimize U.S.
foreign policy: the U.N. Charter and the
Geneva Conventions.

The United Nations Charter

In 1945, after two world wars killed
100 million people and left much of the
world in ruins, theworld’sgovernments
were shocked into a moment of sanity
in which they agreed to settle future
international disputes peacefully. The
U.N. Charter therefore prohibits the
threat or use of force in international
relations.

* The rest of the article at this link:
WWW. consortiumnews.com
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Chris Weller

Predicting the future is hard.
Not only do you have to imagine what
problems we'll be trying to solve; you
have to imagine which still-uninvented
products will help solve them. The Insti-
tute for the Future, a research organiza-
tion devoted to providing foresight about
the world ahead, thinks it's up to the task.
Tech Insider spoke with Mark Frauen-
felder, one of the IFTF's top research
directors (and the founder of Boing
Boing), to get a sense of the kinds of
products people will use in 2026 that we
can't imagine yet.

1. Brain implants that allow people
to read each other's minds.

By 2026, couples could have the option to
get brain implants that allow them to read
one another's minds. Rather than rely on
self-reports about emotional states and
well-being, they can just know. The IFTF
imagines that the company supplying this
service will be called Amethyst.

"One little device lets you truly be
together, even when you're apart," the
IFTF states in a 2015 report. "You can
think and move as one, without words, or
even thoughts."

2. A new currency in the online-education
economy.

Similar to Bitcoin, Edublocks might serve
as a new virtual currency exclusive to
online education. If you watch a three-
minute guitar lesson on YouTube or an
hour-long physics lecture on MIT Open-
CourseWare, you'd receive a set quantity
of Edublocks to match the time you
invested. "The lessons are recorded on an
immutable database that other people can
access to see what you've learned,"
Frauenfelder says. "And you can use
these education skills to buy more train-
ing."

3. Augmented reality that helps
anyone conquer public speaking.

Public speaking could get a whole lot eas-
ier with Winning Friends, augmented-
reality software that would give you real-
time updates about your audience and tips
to make your presentation the best it can
be. "Whether you're talking to a single
person or a whole stadium, Winning
Friends is your guide to mastering persua-
sion," an IFTF report states.

With the app, you'd know exactly when to
smile more or project your voice so that
you appear confident and authoritative.

4. Pills that let you change genders
temporarily — or forever.

Gender identity has become a national
issue, and Frauenfelder says it'll only get
more scientific as times goes on. With
Gender XY-Change, a pill that could

q

Techinsider : 10 strange
inventions that could exist in 10 years

instantly change your hormone levels
so you can experience life as the oppo-
site sex, people would develop greater
empathy toward one another.

The effects would last until the
other pill is taken, the IFTF says. But
"be aware of unknown consequences
when stacking and mixing Gender
XY-Change pills."

5. Blood kits to give people with the
rarest blood type a way to
stay safe and make money. / /

There's a blood type only
43 people in the world are
known to have, an ultra-
rare "Golden blood" that
is a true universal donor.
It's known as Rh-null. The
problem is that those 43
people can only accept
Rh-null blood. Frauen-

Research
about aging
suggests the
first person
who will live

Aguavida would try to avoid the over-
crowding problem by containing an
ingredient that permanently sterilizes all
who drink it. "Even without increasing
life span, the population is growing just
from an increased birth-rate," Frauen-
felder says. "Those are issues to
address."

7. Microbial Mood Rings that
give people unprecedented
access to their health.

Scientists are finding that
people's microbiome — the
bacteria in their gut — is
essentially a second brain.
The Microbial Mood Ring
would contain a perfect rep-
lica of the wearer's microbi-
ome. When you encounter
an environment that might
negatively affect that bacte-

felder says home donation fO rever ria, Ihe ring WO‘{ld change
kits could allow people : colors, prompting you to
with Golden blood to sell mig ht leave ineahap; J}I:St l:m}ilsh
i i — . "I think that
arsaona ey AIr€ady De idbe noraivly useul
e tepolelrAVE. e gt e ood
when they need to buy

more of it in the event of an for you," Frauenfelder says.
injury.

6. Water that gives people a shot at
immortality, at a high cost.

Research about aging suggests the first
person who will live forever might
already be alive. Aguavida, a futuristic
water that grants people immortality,
would give everyone that chance. But
since populations are growing rapidly,

8. Reputation Statements that
list any good deeds you do.

If we want to gauge someone's worth,
we shouldn't go by their bank account,
Frauenfelder says. Instead, we should
develop a Reputation Statement — an
itemized list of each person's monthly
social acts, similar to a utility bill. A
nobler form of currency would incenti-

vize people to act in a way that benefits
their community, rather than them-
selves, Frauenfelder says.

"It's proof you've done something
good to make this money, and it's not
like you made a killing in the stock
market."

9. An Indulgence Navigator to provide
real-time updates that help you avoid
cravings.

A wearable device could use people's
genetics and psychological profile to
track their cravings and help them to
avoid eating unhealthy foods during
moments of weakness.

The Indulgence Navigator would
present biometric data through aug-
mented reality. If you're about to open a
candy bar and your heart rate and saliva
levels spike, the device could send you
an alert. It also works for recreational
drugs, say, to learn how a strain of can-
nabis will affect you.

10. An augmented reality app that
makes exercise a transparent and mea-
surable facet of daily life.

The EZ Lift would encourage people to
take the stairs instead of the elevator or
escalator. Each person would start the
day with a certain number of "lift" cred-
its; as they exhaust them, an aug-
mented-reality display would let every-
one know they're running low. People
can earn credits by taking the stairs.
The idea would be to nudge people
toward exercise by making public
health truly public
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All What You Need to Know About Organic Foo

‘Organic’ is a word that gets
thrown around a lot in any conver-
sation about food, so much so that
it has lost a lot of its original
meaning and became tricky to
define. You can find the word
organic on dozens of food items
from produce to dairy all the way
to meat and flowers. You may even
know a farmer or vendor who says
that their produce is organic, but
what does that mean? Many peo-
ple don’t know the benefits, dam-
ages or even how to define
organic; some just know that it is
‘good for you’.

‘Organic’ is a label that ca
awarded after a certification pro-
cess that establishes quality con-
trols. Specialized companies moni-
tor everything from water and pes-
ticide regulations, and sanitation
standards to the types of equip-
ment that bring you fresh fruit and
vegetables to you. If you’re buying
your food from a supermarket,
then a third party regulator
approves organic goods. They pro-
vide the ‘organic’ sticker. Many
countries have their own certifica-
tion processes, regulators like SGS
Egypt abide by EU and USA stan-
dards. They state their goals are to

“...ensure regulatory compliance
and enhance brand value while
safeguarding the environment and
satisfying consumer demand for
organically produced foods.” Cer-
tifications like this should guaran-
tee you, the consumer, a high-
quality product coming at a higher
price. Organically certified foods
are almost always more expensive
than common foods.

What's different about ‘organic’
labelled products?

If you are interested in staying
healthy, it is important to know
what you’re putting in your body.

What you’re are eating. Then
you should also be interested
in what goes into your food,
where it comes from, and
how it is grown. Certified
organic produce isn’t
exposed to harmful pesticides
or fertilizers. Organic animal
products aren’t injected with
hormones to make them
grow faster or subject to hor-
rible living conditions. This
is a no-brainer; it is clear that
organic eating has positives
for your health and many
people report it tastes better.
Sustainability is another
integral benefit of the organic
label. Eco-friendly standards
are used in organic farming,
leading the food industry in
environmental awareness and
giving a more sustainable
option for customers is better
for the environment. Mini-
mizing
waste
and pol-
lutants,
as the
organic business tries to do,
not only benefits consumers
and producers but the planet.

Organic food is decidedly
good for us and the planet,
but there are drawbacks and
costs. The prices you pay for
the organic label are higher
than average, and sometimes
the label is used to deceive
consumers. Organic versions
of products with a higher
price exist when the regular
version is the same because
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organic ingredients were
used anyways. Like
everything in life, be
savvy and watch out.

Can you be 100% sure
that your food is actu-
ally ‘organic’?

In our busy modern
world, it is impossible
to know the exact his-
tory of everything you
eat. It would require lots
of effort, and time to
find out where your
food grows, how it was
fertilized and kept safe
and clean, how it is
transported, where it
was processed, pack-
aged and for each and
every ingredient. A lot
of people don’t have
time for this. Certifica-
tions do a good job of
guaranteeing quality
and make life easier, but
they aren’t perfect.
Trusting the producer,
produce and your judg-
ment. Make sure to be
happy with what you
eat, and most impor-
tantly of all of all, enjoy
the food.
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The implications of the Trump v Khan episode

Row prompts loaded question: Would Trump have dared to
behave with such callousness had Khan family’s name been
Kahn? Or Kuhn? Or Cohen?

By Rashmee
Roshan Lall

The debate on Muslims’ role in
American life has returned to the
centre of the US presidential elec-
tion campaign because of Donald
Trump’s ugly public spat with a
family named Khan.

This is no ordinary family in an
America that has been ceaselessly
at war for 15 years. Khizr and
Ghazala Khan, originally from
Pakistan, lost a son in Iraq in
2004. The couple has lodged the
most direct and personal
chal-lenge so far to the Republi-
can presidential nominee’s rheto-
ric concerning Muslim immi-
grants in America.

Trump’s America, they said,
would have denied their 2-year-
old son entry on account of his
religion. As patriotic American
Muslims, they added, Trump’s
Islamophobic statements and pro-
posals were profoundly offensive
and unconstitutional to boot.

Trump responded harshly, even
cruelly, attacking the Khans for
speaking out. They had “no
right”, he said, to criticise him.

The row prompted a loaded
question: Would the famously
politically incorrect Trump have
dared to behave with such cal-
lousness had the Khan family’s
name been Kahn? Or Kuhn? Or
Cohen?

Probably not. So why should
the Muslim immigrant parents of
a decorated American soldier be
considered fair game? How could
a man who hopes to be president
of America, a country built on
diversity rather than defined by
blood or a single religious
tradi-tion, be so disdainful of an
American Muslim family’s
bereavement? Why did Trump
and his senior aides persist in
repeating the mantra “radical
Islamic terrorism” in response to
every media question on the
Khans? What does “radical
Islamic terrorism”, a cornerstone
of the Trump campaign rhetoric,
have to do with law-abiding mid-
dle-class people such as the
Khans? What does terrorism per
se have to do with the parents of a
man who died while fighting one
of Ameri-ca’s wars?

All five questions have a sin-

gle-word answer: Muslim. The
Khans are Muslim. So was their
son Humayun.

In Trumpland, it does not seem
to matter that Khizr Khan is a
lawyer with a declared and trans-
parent devotion to the US consti-
tution. And that Humayun was
inspired by the words of Thomas
Jefferson, principal author of the
American Declara-tion of Inde-
pendence. In Trump-land, the
Khans’ Muslim faith seems to
overshadow their patriotic avowal
of fealty to America, making them
inherently foreign and un-
American.

Consider the way Trump and
some of his supporters have tried
to turn the tables on the Khans.
Trump questioned the bereaved
mother’s silence as her husband
spoke, evoking an anti-Muslim
stereotype of oppressed
woman-hood. Some Trump sup-
porters, including the Republican
nomi-nee’s long-time mass gar-
bage-dispersal agent Roger Stone,
have circulated unsubstantiated
accusations about Khizr Khan
from an Islamophobic website.
The elder Khan was smeared as a
“Muslim Brotherhood agent who
wants to advance sharia law”.

This would be mildly amusing
if it were not deeply tragic. The
Khans lost a part of themselves —
their child — for the sake of their
adopted country, an amputation
they bravely accepted. They are a
Gold Star family, which is to say
one whose son died in the service
of America and on whom the US
military conferred a special award
in recognition of their sacrifice.
What more can the United States,
Donald Trump, or anyone really,
ask?

So, will Trump suffer the con-
sequences of having trans-gressed

one of America’s biggest tradi-
tions — unqualified respect for
those who serve and fall in distant
battlefields? It would be spectacu-
lar, wrote one anti- Trump conser-
vative-leaning commentator in
Washington, and an “instance of
political karma if after smearing
all Muslims and attacking their
patriotism, Trump would see two
patriotic Muslim parents hammer
the final nails in his campaign
coffin”.

Perhaps. Perhaps, Trump will
lose on November 8th but do not
bet on it. And do not bet on his
core supporters deserting him for
being obnoxious to the Khans.
Trump’s voters seem determined
to stick by him. They have done
so all along, even when he
mocked a disabled reporter,
slagged off women and politicised
an ongoing court case by ques-
tioning the impartiality of an eth-
nic Hispanic US-born judge. Each
time, Trump supporters cheered
because he seemed to be chal-
lenging an elite-driven political
correctness.

As veteran Republican Party
pollster Frank Luntz told the
Washington Post about Trump’s
feud with the Khans: “There are
millions of voters who are willing
to ignore their discomfort because
he (Trump) is the candidate of
change.” To his fans, Trump is the
anti-politician who says what eve-
ryone is thinking.

There’s another reason that
Trump’s support seems
shock-proof. His ignorant Islamo-
phobia has resonance with “a
fearful and unknowing
(American) public” in the words
of Haroon Moghul, president of
Avenue Meem, a platform for tell-
ing American Muslim stories. In
America today, Islamophobia is
like racism, Moghul recently said,
“not because Islam is a race but
because, for the Islamophobe,
Islam plays the same role race did
for racists. It’s all about broad,
sweeping, malicious judgments.”

This is why it may come to
pass that the Khan-Trump feud is
reduced to a minor footnote in an
epic electoral battle for the soul of
America.
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6617 Schaefer Rd.
Dearborn, Ml 48126

2 Dearbom Fresh Arabic & American Coffee
Rﬂaﬁtery Fresh Spices & Seasonings

AL O » RIEIIE § Suph - 5940
dajls du e O jlge § danas '-.._rlj_\
Slawlnt) gl Lilala g & yenss gus 5Y 95 9l Aliways Fresh... Make-Up to 1! Swiss Chocolate & Gifts for all Occasions
rL\JLIa ﬂ.lajl.u Sl e 9 Dl s Nuts & Mixed Nuts - Organic Honey
d_-l..uh Jeut - Jgaaa L5818 Loy g yal California Medjool Dates & Ruttab
dazaals ula..-..:.'l 32935 Natural Herbs & Essential Oils
Natural Beauty Supplies

(313) 584-7700
www.dearbornroastery.com

I
P

86 August 2016 -Volume : 4 - Iss :44: 5.1l

— Bl = o YoV pubid] agdl paJIARAB AMERICAN TODAY jupell alya WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET



1'
Kids dlaksie

\'-’r.l gt

g_m\f«.\l.ud..a.m uUa:-Y\L;&}.e}\\daWb?

CAULI L g5 Jad e o 955 0
‘)L;’u*g_ﬂzsie.l.& 44.“)Lau L)‘JJ.: w}’u’-\

V”“‘ﬂ\

@M‘u\f.ufs\d‘g‘y\).ﬂuwjb\
‘JWJ.A\«M})MHL;.U\JMu [C¢3
uAUfWJ—\&:-‘é.U\}LQ}L@A\;W}J
w‘o‘w‘M u:gojjjdbu“lubuj\
WLMLA\@Q\MY\J&;&J’LSM\
W(«JL&AJMWL@‘&F
ﬁzﬁuﬂu&&jww L@ﬁ.b- j\w
U gloes Lgany o o) sloma yo sl
A.Iau\ nu\.gauijAY‘ L)‘ (Q.L‘-‘ Q&AY‘JJ&LM
‘ugfugoy@wmb o

LUl Calises Je G pas bes JW gl ol |3
dpokon) & gl (3 Lz IS Slaws 5 T daiet)
Ll Slased ogb s

iy o) dnain )l

t«f”’u{“‘“

AJ}.@ Mﬁumdbﬂdw
JJa.‘\ J,au

Syall e 55

ol \»J;Lw

W\:-YL\,,S
uﬂu\.u%dy})\gvcj

ol drin )

fosla s
iliee & yo il

:_}3 ¢ g %QW@M\QW

&

cla¥l Jes,.85,08

mw\ul.ww‘}w
u‘yybwb)wwbyb)}‘dbﬁi@;

S A - Gk das )

;‘}J'LJ“-&;;

- s

ALl Ol s die G ) e 5,801 w35
il mell) G b o a2 1ok
ua\:-dgmué\.,\.!\jijde\ij\L\ﬁ\
ol om oI el ple (02 o1 S,
ijlsudzdﬂ\b>\bY¢J L::ww}LWJj
Y)d@yau\gwwS@\UJﬁwJﬂ
&Yu\wb\Y\zw\}\JY\J@x
&Mu‘}dﬁ\‘fﬂj\#\wéﬁ_w‘mﬂ
ORI

039 RSNy 2 oy M|y 1 ellanl 1 juall
ool B2 Doy BsSly mr| e 09 0
clr] T e JUBYI s 01 ] BN o2

ds

‘;‘
5 #K n:'

$

S iy
¢

° o
Jwb-\a)(qjjpjw\d‘)}ﬁuwdlﬂ
c:ajm)l.u}mwcj..a.l\ FUININ JS\J._.a:u.H
MM\Q\S‘)D cladlans g JU fakl)
,aSUa,..,\j“w\Supj ‘)\NYUM\}A.U

J\f\d—d.&ﬁ(bw ﬁbht\:—y\dgb—j
6‘)3-\:),442;\.;.1..4:-‘54)\)&4.;&»\3&\“5\

iy el

et wh&m@\@ﬁ\mﬂ\w)}\@
QJ&JYAU,\.‘ el @w\jmu,mbu
u;)ﬂl\cl.uyd«wj L@‘GAJ szM." u\.w;Y\
el oo 805 2l (i i
\,SujijJubY\u\aJuY\)&

Leos ezl Ul Ll i o Lidsa LS
Sl s Sy O e s et ST (L pe Je
Ol o Gy e 55 Lo s )l g
e Jorrs” WH el BLLBL iy U5 Lis|

.:aﬂg‘ﬁ
T e I g anlas OLSY ¢ ok oY1 Vi
Gy Iy calas O ge 5l 4 g Sluai g Ll 6 Sy

Ll (g ¢ 3l T Jalall (Ll st e

.d\),@yuﬁuﬂju}@.ﬁiﬂﬁr.\;d&;

w\wdﬂbzw\}hﬁu‘)gmu&ﬂ\

LUk s u]ml.af:—‘_;k—\.b-fsc.aal\j

ydﬁw\w Lo s 505 13,0 Q}S:

fmoJWumjd)wdbu}.ﬂ\dM\uﬁ
Mwh@b\jmb\wwuﬁf'ﬂ\
)J.Lz_; .E..MLE’ UJ\ J]a.m_ﬁa.b

I3 e 09S¢ el ol gl Jatiuny o2 b My s G ods
P!L,@Jm‘ys‘\.«_;-}.ﬂjl:’}l\ﬂ‘w}l\ &‘Q\J"‘FA"“ uL@ﬁY‘jﬂby‘UWQu}:i
M g el 3 aral s 5 3 ol d
s e L3I )15 g Jijd;\}\ S pill Sldall
Loy I umxjw\y\w g 'Ladnn" gi G,
a.\.>4w.: M%J\M.\Jbb\‘d UA-IJLAIA-EQG.LJ . . o R
STY dledl & R A eV ST e B o
oo V5 Of Joakl e s Sl welmall gl i sl Ol 1 S S5 5
&,;a,a@sxubi\,h;‘yw‘uw1 mliill alglsa ga WMlﬁ-«Lbu\;ﬁﬁJﬁy
s alalias Lace, - (B85 gy Jall 0§ A
) S e PO PR JREYERRTR RO
oSl glma Yl ja3 Lauy Juhf@ﬁj‘sﬁ)ﬁ‘}%g‘—
'LQJ'.’"ZJ‘)J‘:‘J‘}

I8y sl e lagladdt £ 3] Lia 5 gzl
\JSJ.-.LTY “".‘SJ"-:’l:L_.;)—"J st

Jof e o653 sl & ) g 5 )

. YLL;'LQQJ\&}:L\)@)\JU\%BJU@)}WU
w;&u&wb‘ﬂ ‘:.J‘).\‘%UL«)ELQ
JM\@M\JJ{JM.L@Q\N}&J\.&-

Jalalt s 55 ¢ G Lo il IV AL e GO
OV Jside b ol 525 cw*s"aw%u‘é‘
wupu.o\j Lawé\wdﬁ.& A‘JL«»A‘DJ,&

aﬂ&.&bu\wu\.&bju‘b\ L@.JUS\

ww\éuzj‘)ijﬁ.gl:s

s o+ Al e 2 )
o U1 Legas (BB s
QBWL;\L“M\}\J
SIS S i 65052 e JS
d‘gbu(db\d‘)julﬁ\}a-
obu‘gb-b\uaj‘w
wm\uudd\bfb\
m\sce}.ﬁfy\\.\.bj:da}zla
Gl Jand Vil 3 )lgs
LSy el p ks Jo U
dz:b.aY\d}BLadLal\\Md
‘.\}S—j (s.u.. JJ\ prINER| ch\A.»“
usg,.l..m\puk;;u,a.:w)
S U3l mana 1S
G0l (WUl Gomas
Sl B ol ek ) UL
gaadiay ol i o lglle
L)‘,MNLSJ“L;}JJA.“)L‘NJY‘
LS 5 O 8 sl
d&ytﬁu_,.!yawbng
f»jwfunﬂ,utw.u}n
Yols Y

Floal

u.,u‘;.’.ty‘u\.i

oad¥e dall oy i : o Olghsy “7s

ot o Jsine

Q‘LeS:Q‘gu\:-JJa..l\

2L sl L Coaill e s Loy Y Lalins
YGJ\uyu—\gbb\jwM\d‘gw
M CJ@O‘J‘?Y\UAJK"éb&M

a.xJ\,J\\aJJ\}J\mwﬂJg@y u@ﬂﬁ
oo O) g Uas Je Ll Ol 5> e
Y DLy el (ol oy 66 Jaas e
S - s 3 S B 6Y s ST
&U\J;Lﬂjﬂj\aﬂbw‘w&;].b
TS Y ool Jlos 3 o L 1,291
u}@wu\:-\uwuu}w)\}\w
s\}u\d\:-tjﬂzuwuwfybcuf
u}—a.)\tbb‘)\d\bjs..b‘ J@L»Jﬁ%g\ﬁ)lagu
e il o 5551 055 BT s GO

el

aMu.A M"‘J‘LS“\" }Smac..a-—v d\j}“u\)s
jwbw&ju&aY\)MW\uul

L)JJWUU@}J\J.\;N|E—}3}&C¢JU
W\wudb, 4%\&)&;)\@;.4.9‘}4
ujjld\,laf..“x\pb\uw\)wm Y
M@(wﬂ\wwwu;u\)
phes b o sad celpudo e Gl M
J}’.\A—”Q‘M&iﬂdﬂ)‘)&)é}}d &J}.Aj\
0555 1 Blals ol Ly L=y,
‘)\Vb’\ﬁbyhﬁ 4QJJ‘J619\JNM%J\

10 gkl U1 SR U3 o & ey

Al

{7 August 2016 -Volume : 4 - Iss :44: 0l — dalyll Ll = o ¥V ubsad]

agdl qp5aJIARAB AMERICAN TODAY juelldlya

WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET



Travel & Tourism ydwg as

Ll S5 o) 51 OIS iy s

o0 s 8Us3) 555 M G e g slandly
az,\,,k)\jlal;l\yai,\A\ﬂu;.(sﬁ,:&l?
03 i) Londall Slal e N5 5 B
dasms SIS 5 Slirad gl vy isle 1 a5
BAIg IS e ud) e SuSllS &)
okl Z»AE Ok ST gy ¢ Pl ke

By gell (6, S A Aalig 13 n il (&S aY)
Aglsl e
s.a.u\fjul\jsiwﬂ)qjuz,wwj
M\M\Jﬁyw4u]awbd~:}b‘jam
..l:-}:M L;ff\z..»}“dﬁM:—‘f\
J\p:-jul;ojy\.c tﬁ\j\@ba.ﬂ(\.ﬂ?\v)&
ofu\ja\)b}“dwéf\dﬁubu
y\;.\u\j}ny\sz}u\&w,}yuuuj

&L YU SRS RERU B CRPEY
9\?\39#\uuw\aww>jubf
DJALAL\

C&W\ﬂyuﬁbwjlwuuj
Sl 8T e 2 gl JULs el 1)
ubw\w@wgﬂ\gc,ﬂw\
w\}!\uk\}mﬂuaﬁ.‘g\

U3 sl Jodl 5.5 ] ol el oy
oo S5 JUBYI 0l o plisenaly o <L)
énSJ.@,A\éJu\gu\ “g"_’,...:-&i{/,x.l\
L;)\JJ|LJJ\CLM.JL,J¢
dﬂY\Lg)\JJUmJY\Lg)M\JG\Mj
va;\ﬁyd%uﬁd)bJu\w
w;wywzl?w\uyﬂb?
e sl U

(Lo ) DL oy Al Ll 5
Juffww}&cdwuﬂuuYL
U}Sjuybjj\o.m\,uj 8 eglall iy Lo 2
wu\f\%&éu\bu@uu&bw@
i b 0y WIS 5 A
au\&ﬂ&‘&\ku\d)‘c}\)\
Cadééjuuwbj CLMJ‘
ULY\JJA\S{»}JM—CJM\JHMWY\
rhﬁ-\af};w‘gu\abbﬁjs\f@\g
(q,:uj..aa_j sj.\.@.“.lﬁ.w) }?LJ“)ML“A)
ceh u\.«g\fg éJuMJ‘Uy\"‘) L
u%\)\cMJWfJ@&\%Y\ww‘g
Mub\p\s@@b:dl&%—\gﬁj 5L
SN BLYY (sl el uub.muuuu
p-lﬁé—\h;l&u)‘w\&‘ ”dj‘mﬂ\c}@d\d‘,u\;
u&l\\@cu\r,\xv, JLAJJ\JMJ
&J‘JU\J.JJMWUSLA‘ng\M\
£ B30 ks 145 L gd A el I T
f‘J,c.u \H\ww;w\-wjzd.u}&b
éu‘ﬁ:@gﬂkJW\)W\quH

Al i 3le Wy 36l e an gy
i e 5 A 2 Dol T30
AJJA\L;)L&“J\%)J..M} e O )
J@&\Mﬁ\&l\u}&jmﬂ\ub\ﬂb
Cu‘wrﬁ‘umdbﬂ%JJ '\oé\
prles )

s\ Bk ew 93’\'

,l"usq W

LR

TE LY ALY AR
AR AR ARE RN

A AN RV RN A

2050 01,001 A9k Sull |2 20 wdl)

I i g ) G e o el | e )\ ¥ 1 9 Lo Y 0t o el (gD 5 T | (30 ot ) S il - 0 92 ) sl : o 5K 9 S
SIS ke el £ 31 g el ke S Lo 313 Jl o (9 Bl (e 8 S (pdn) s (0 B ¢ JAL1 g S 1 LB g
i 10 9 3 IS (p0 (g p el | (30 (1500 98 oo ilaiies ¥ D! s | 82 53 1 ) A din b (phiund | (30 ottt | 000 o> 0 9 -l i 9
SV g 12 9 pad! po et T 100 (phn ki 9 ¥ 11 (]| ot il (s K0 (30 i iatedd 77 i Lot g 92 | 0 9 o1 9 il |
B roldl 9881 7 9 (o8 ) pastunly SR 9 | 1 i § - 5 ik ol () il g 9 W1 (o £ ¥ ki 839 o L ) DL L il
.Sgé\gw\wgﬂ#»ﬁgMY\gﬁdlqé;.n...b\ﬂl\,a\.hﬁ;:_a\éﬁgaﬁ:w\QS)JJ\ijé_u‘Y\QY\SgM?“‘Jg(Q.\;:J\j

Ll s gl oo 3 elaloY Lt UL
WJL&LJJ\SW}}J} afu\&gjjb
Yo \V.Lﬂm‘g)j‘))\u\)u\‘_;gjy‘-wd.)\
Q\u\ﬂl\w%uwwawubg\
W:Wyuwdjwfﬁ'd\@&ﬁb
bfﬂ\..dﬁ 9L§M4J\>~) J\J%;\Sdm(elud‘g\
A el (3 s

sl i) IS e 0 Sl i
Ll Sl r yandly a5
uudubf“i\rg\ Ll SY
PA}G.ALWU.AM-\:»?LLEAJLAJ ubjjg\
6\}3\MA>}‘$~JJ‘J§Y‘L§UM
L§°J’\J*§f‘;;a’}wj"\"“ 5y. gL
Jd&jwzwjy‘bﬂ\uﬁ:-]“

e JIY \TMJL}&&U%}\
l&l.éulj\jc}r\y
LSJ“'UM"JSL"JJ:'U\SJ“J‘ J-&”c«w}
L;LLMQ\ ‘L«J‘g&u Afu\wh)\
‘6)5 }Auu@\ydb\‘jwchu
\@}wai»uJ\uw\ub;be@
ol s e a1 il 5

é)@éb)

3\:!»‘ &L:.; fLa.ZAL: é)w\ CJ}’L’-) uh;
UL 236 Ol g Lo g 2 3V Losar ¥ ()
Aoy ¥ conioy il b ) 0501 L
LadlB (s Bl 5d asls 3B ()l
JE&‘\«J&SJ@J‘&WWUAJ A gl
@l Lo Sl Lasls il )
‘du\dfsy\u.u‘v.h}}.uUGj\UJT V1
SULT 2T i o s <Rl gy Lt
bl Olers o Loz Lo 205U
9\Naﬁ}>uﬂ\oiﬁwj LiL:M\
WJLL)M)\J\J}MWL‘S‘)&YK
mumuumwdjm.wuwu
Al bl g e &\y\

O B ol el e dale WA JSE5LS

Lo 20l I35 e Y0V Tl AL
L;J\f}}&&m@j‘b}j}&J\U|Wy
A5 Jbuj\dojcdwy\d&wtﬂ\.)w
L;J\z@&\w\j&’}!\uﬁﬂ,ﬁ-}b&uﬂ\
Aaliny gl Jamald B 5 A blis o a3
Al elgm s otk WY Cilass
3‘(&">f_jwwj\-@iu\5)‘uﬁ>w
f}b)b@y‘;ﬁ A.meuby)w‘ﬁy
ubjﬁ\woxﬂmcfjmuﬂY\
w&w‘ﬂw‘ﬁyj JMLH
U;u\ & uUa;;U\ J,4.>-\ ASJLJ uL..r uLw
‘jujauda u-\;-.J\LbjwaYU
€5 B o 550l el b 5
w\)d@‘&@jw‘fﬂﬁ &w&.«u
JLa-Y\f-\‘;Lc-‘_}.a\St)Uab Wu‘dl.c&fu
ol
ru\&\jluudgdbjéﬂw»»j
ML;J\W\)JJ\L;)AJL&ofU\“;u-\
Sfd\wﬂj PJ\:J\L;»L.‘J\U&..J\}S\
}\LP»MWL;L&‘—WYofU\UJAQ\
ﬁ\ﬁ)ﬁ\&u\;@\#@j ‘\.QJJJEA.)LJ_J
tﬂ\fydu\dwg\;@‘éfwwu\
il oo e 3150 J bl s s 51 Jlas)
RRVC W ||
f 28,2 sl pall ¢ bl IS0 ool
L:Mwbww«:}jyéwj
! U.G-\‘_},a\‘,r-)j\wm\ i ad sl
‘“M\&‘J“J‘“bdj‘@jﬂjuuugh
wa‘dby“nw\ﬁaMﬁf&\
an\uuj‘db;J wb-‘u}.;u\f;b
QJJMCL‘J\QU4L}J\)M.L>\L3L>L.J\
dor g5 G (! e S B3 3
ke 2y el Gl 3 8L J) i Tt
.B}Q\Jsulnw\jb)miﬁa;ﬁo;
Oﬁi&ftub@d\w)}.k)\u\yicwj
MJW\uM\h}U?kja)J\C
o WIVY et lo QN BLLYL ¢ AUl

JSJ\M\Q&L\JUA};UU\JAH\
.Uj MM;\QJLMCWY\}L@WY
r~wyudl),m),uu.>um_é|w
JQ&AM\Q}QU}W}:WJ@M‘

LG e s S alie ad QL
)Mﬁ‘UYSJ}A}w\QK}w}\MJ
ngjm|w lejbuﬂwjj,u

JLAD-U ‘)j‘)sbuajjuuuw\j

- Ca&gjw\uy:-)c)bwbj
s,uy\yJﬁ&Cﬁwg@gpj\fwj\
ﬁ\:‘;"cﬁf};uﬁﬁ"\'j”l‘”;“ﬁjg‘f“&|d
;)k@)\bjrﬂ\bMW}
&\Mub‘py‘&o?\ L.G.L‘USLAY\W\
j\M\&w\}\y&Srbw}‘)

i g sl S L) o e Qe 5 ¢ 2l
oo ST et b el s CoLaSau U el
sl o axlslad g 4 4 3!

ot py N>

WU}S»J\AJL\»-\ g;J“‘i)"J‘UM"J“

fMj‘Y \Tw(dw\‘_}uy\;-)\d..a}\

uL-JYUu.oJJJUAJWQ\M\oMW
sy.l.go)jf\.@;\él‘ﬁuylg [z

@5 el il ) gt

3 S G A e

u}b}\wg\&o}}l\u&u\jwa\

J.éub)ub-\:-g\dﬁuyla Mijx.ﬁ\

b)U\aLA—\U}LA

ol baies JU 5 a1 0L IS gy s

Blu> S Ll Sadl i oo 4S8 Y

Il Woltazal &5 by Eo ¢ 2l 3

88 August 2016 -Volume : 4 - Iss :44:s0al) — a1 &l — o Yo\ ubaat

agdl g5 aJIARAB AMERICAN TODAY el alsa

WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET



Tourism

Travel

By Mariam Nihal

If it is that time of the year and you
“can’t wait to leave” then let us make
the next step easier. More often than
not, it is deciding where to go which is
harder than deciding it is time to.
Once you have reached that stage, the
best thing to do is to go for it. If you
need a break, give yourself one. Not
just for yourself but for those around
you. Sometimes you need to take a
break to start over. To make things
easier, we have a list of destination
suggestions. Take this time to
contemplate, explore and rediscover
life like never before.

Kenya

The real winner here is Masai Mara.
Covering an area of 1510 square km,
the Masai Mara is a National Reserve
that is unlike any other. With
breathtaking views, incredible wildlife
and grasslands and an unforgettable

Travel The World

Prague
Nicknamed “the City of a Hundred
Spires” Prague is one of the most
beautiful European cities. It has been
a favorite part of every cinematic
experience from all over the world
and is still cherished for its natural
splendor. You have probably seen the
famous pedestrian Charles Bridge
lined with 30 statues of saints in
movie stills or even Tumblr posts. A
city loved by bohemians for
fairytales and romance, Prague does
not disappoint. It’s a cosmopolitan
city filled with culture buffs, historic
monuments and chic cafes. ‘Viator’
offers a three-hour guided tour,
driving through the narrow streets of
Prague’s Old Town and includes
prominent highlights like Prague
Castle, St. Vitus Cathedral and the

John Lennon Wall.
Istanbul

The love is real. People living in the
Middle East find Istanbul to be the
best mixture of Asia and Europe
while many Saudis even own homes
there. Istanbul is easy to love and an
inspiring place for many. As one of
the most developed Islamic countries
in the world, Turkey offers the best of
Asia and Europe in one city. Istanbul
is divided by the Bosporus and
provides an incredible mixture of both
worlds. Enjoy the aroma of Turkish
coffee ‘Kahve’ around every corner,
rich bazaars, join the Dervish
performances and fall in love with the
history it has preserved. A great place
for families and
for souls who

this gem hidden in the beautiful Rif
Mountains. With social media helping
us to learn more about each region,
you must have seen that Moroccan
city with the stunning labyrinth of
blue-on-blue buildings. And yes, you
guessed it, its Chefchaouen.

Located in northwest Morocco,
Chefchaouen is close to Tangier. Not
only is the landscape stunning it is
known for its cuisine, heritage and
traditional handicrafts hard to find
anywhere else. Take your DSLR and
see what falling in love through the
lens is all about.

Palau

If you just want to be lost or try a new
destination altogether, then this is the
winner. If you are ready to switch
your phone off and disconnect, head
over to Palau. This slice of heaven is
a snorkeling paradise for scuba-diving
fanatics. Palau is an archipelago of
more than 500 islands in the western

safari experience makes it a family
favorite. Around two million animals
make up the Great Migration. You can
watch the animals cross the Mara
River for the Masai Mara from July to
October.

Their Ecosystem holds one of the
highest lion densities in world. And
there’s no way you will miss them.
You can glide over the Masai Mara in a
hot air balloon and indulge in a
champion’s breakfast celebration.

want to be
inspired, if you

Pacific Ocean. Enjoy beach
bungalows and just unplug. In Palau
you will need to leave your worries at
the shore, listen to Frank Ocean and
just ‘swim good’.

For a place set in an indefinite
space, Palau families strictly follow
their own traditions and culture. They
partake in consistent cultural
activities like the annual Olechotel
Belau Fair and Palauan Night
Markets, which include Palau’s 16
states representing their abilities

Y /a

L] q i
e iﬁ.
haven’t been, it

| istime to
. discover
Istanbul.

The mysticism
of Morocco is a
mystery to all. If
you have already
been to
Casablanca and
Marrakech, it is
time to discover
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Specializing in Auto & Work Injuries

Dr.Khalid Aimasmari / Dr. Adiene Gnalm & Staff
CALL TODAY FOR AN APPOINTMENT 313. 582 2225
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Naked Trump leaves NY in giggles

NEW YORK - A naked
statue of Donald Trump,
complete with bulging
belly and elaborate yel-
low hair, caused laugh-
ter and merriment in

¥ New York Thursday

| until it was demolished

" by park wardens. Hands
| clasped across ample
belly, the sculpture was
unveiled in Union
Square, gazing out
across a busy street with
an engraved plaque saying "The Emperor Has No Balls," witnesses said.

Fr naked Trump statues appeared Thursday in Los Angeles, San Francisco, Seattle
and Ohio, according to social media posts. Indecline, a California-based company,
released a video on its website showing naked statues of the controversial Republi-
can presidential nominee being made. But New York's department of parks and rec-
reation was unimpressed. Wardens ripped the statue from its base before using shov-
els to smash its feet and foam base to smithereens, and pry its metal platform from
the ground. "NYC Parks stands firmly against any unpermitted erection in city
parks, no matter how small," a spokesperson told AFP in an email.

Throughout the morning, passers-by stopped to take photographs, pose for selfies
and laugh at the depiction of the New York billionaire.

"It was funny. Everybody was just over here laughing and taking pictures," said
Rahshawn Gilmore, 22, who works in a nearby store. "It was amazing."

Although Gilmore said he did not find the statue offensive, he admitted some might
because children were "roaming around." "You could see his personal bits," he
explained. "That was great craftsmanship, because they're having a hard time taking
that apart," he added, breaking into giggles. Peri Fisher, 48, a representative for an
electronics company, said she was pleased to see a male politician being judged on
his appearance "for a change," criticizing the decision to destroy the statue.
"Personally, I think Trump is insane and not fit to be president, not that (Democratic
rival) Hillary Clinton really is either, but she's the lesser of two evils," she said.
"Right or wrong, people have the right to put it up there," she added. "He's a public
figure -- public figures are open to mockery. This was a mockery. It's just part of the
American way of life."
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“Quotes About Wisdom = & 3li>

- No one can make you feel inferior without your consent.”

* Eleanor Roosevelt, This is My Story

- “It is better to remain silent at the risk of being thought a fool, than

to talk and remove all doubt of it.”
* Maurice Switzer

- “Whenever you find yourself on the side of the majority, it is

time to reform (or pause and reflect).”
*Mark Twain

- “The fool doth think he is wise, but the wise man knows

himself to be a fool.”
* William Shakespeare, As You Like It

-“When someone loves you, the way they talk about you is
different. You feel safe and comfortable.”

* Jess C. Scott, The Intern

- “Knowing yourself is the beginning of all wisdom.”

* Aristotle

- “The only true wisdom is in knowing you know nothing.” *

Socrates

-“The saddest aspect of life right now is that science gathers
knowledge faster than society gathers wisdom.”

- “Hold fast to dreams,

For if dreams die

Life is a broken-winged bird,
That cannot fly.”

* Langston Hughes

-“By three methods we may learn wisdom: First, by reflection, which is noblest;

don I g Jlgsi

alll yils alll Jguu, -

Second, by imitation, which is easiest; and third by experience, which is the bitter-

2

est.
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RAHMA RELIEF FOUNDATION : o4
" (55315 3 3 Jad)

Udhiya Price Distribution will take place in the

following areas: East & West

Within inside

Freed Areas JBesiegeid areas Ghouta, Homs Northern Suburbs,

Aleppo, Daraa, Northern Syria, and
$250 $300

Lebanon.

For Donations, Please Contact Us at:

___ Eman | facebook . d

www.rahmarelief.org info@rahmarelief.org rahma.relief.foundation
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e dirmiia ¥ | pia
Cow Cheap a

Yemen st S1000 S$130 I~ '\
Sudan o1 agudl S120 "’ i
Mali Tl S120

Syria L3 59 S$250

India Sl S$160
Bangladesh o3 S160

Pakistan oLsu S160

Somalia Jusall S80

Kenya LS S80

Ethiopia Lo S80

Dijibouti s $100

Senegal Jlai S80

WAYS TO DONATE £ yid! (& yula
P c B B e,

i . s | Account
1-800-425-1647 #652231221
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MOHAMMAD & NANCY
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Hamzeh Pharmacy South Dix Pharmacy
10437 W. Warren 9925 Dix

Dearborn, Ml 48126 Dearborn, Ml 48120
(313) 582-1670 (313) 841-2272
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DEARBORN HEIGHTS MEDICAL CENTER
MANOR MEDIGAL CENTER

PEDIATRIC & ADOLESCENT CLINIC OF MI
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Mohammad S. Elmenini Lorette Haddad, MD Board Certified
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Pediatric Immunization - ADHD Evaluation - Filling - Rejuvenation
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