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Muhammad al-Qiq's wife and son
are no longer able to see him

The prosecution for Israel’s military

family of imprisoned Palestinian jour-

court refused an appeal on behalf of the
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Israeli Prosecution Rejects Family Visits for Hunger Striking Prisoner

"JJ.E._UPLY\"}&?J,&UM\,—;Y\M,&\MY\}M\&M&)\.}U\JPJ#F)&)L&@M\J S galis do g5 = bl ) 9!
095 N9 - Lpmemsad | D it Lo ¥ 9 pdiad | (30 (it 6 ¢ (it e 9| vt e o sl ) - el e B o gl ) 8 o adl a9l Y1 g
d}uﬁét)\uuﬁ\.ﬂn&)buﬁwbﬂu\.h:uﬁu.n).a.l\)}g,o.‘L\e}.o.cmj..a_up:\.b&.dl‘;\))y\w)gu‘uﬂ\&)juu“.\.;\

nalist Muhammad al-Qiq to allow
them to visit him at an Israeli hospital
as al-Qiq’s hunger strike reached 90
days. Iyad Misk, a lawyer for the Pal-
estinian Authority’s Committee of
Prisoners’ Affairs, said the Israeli
prosecution claimed that al-Qiq’s wife
and brothers were “dangerous to
Israeli security.” Therefore, it said, al-
Qig’s relatives would not be granted
permits to leave the occupied West
Bank and enter Israel to see the hun-
ger-striking journalist at the HaEmek
hospital in Afula, where he has been
detained for weeks since his health
dramatically deteriorated.

The decision comes after the Israeli
High Court had ruled on Feb. 2 in
favor of letting al-Qiq’s family visit
him. The director of HaEmek hospital
also supported and recommended
allowing family visits.

Another lawyer for the Committee
of Prisoners’ Affairs, Hanan al-
Khatib, said last week that he had
started “shouting loudly, and scream-
ing: ‘Let me hear my son’s voice,
please God,”” from his hospital bed.
The office of Palestinian Prime Minis-
ter Rami Hamdallah issued a state-
ment on Monday condemning al-
Qiq’s continued detention after 90
days on hunger strike.

“Al-Qiq’s arrest and subsequent
detention without trial only highlight
Israel’s draconian measures against
Palestinians,” Jamal Dajani, director
of Strategic Communications and

Media for the Prime Minister’s office,
said. “Both Prime Minister Hamdallah
and President Abbas have made it one
of their top priorities to secure the
release of al-Qiq along with the many
Palestinian prisoners languishing in
Israeli jails.”

The 33-year-old father of two went
on hunger strike in late November to
protest his administrative detention —
internment without trial or charge.
Israel has negotiated in cases of hun-
ger strikes launched by Palestinian
prisoners in the past out of fear that
prisoners’ death could spark unrest in
the occupied Palestinian territory, but
the territory has already seen months
of unrest. Palestinian Prisoners’ Soci-
ety head Qadura Fares said earlier this
month that the Israeli security estab-
lishment now believes it has “nothing
to lose” by failing to release al-Qiq
before his death.

Al-Qiq has vowed to maintain his
strike until transferred a Palestinian
hospital in Ramallah and released
from Israeli custody, requests that
were most recently denied by Israel’s
High Court of Justice last week.
Prominent Israeli rights group
B’Tselem referred to the ruling as a
“new low in the instrumentalist
approach to human beings.”
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" NEW YORK, Feb. 19 (Saba) -
* UN Secretary-General's Envoy

for Yemen on Wednesday
stressed that the only solution

. to the Yemeni crisis is a full

cease-fire by all sides. "As the
Secretary General has stated

° repeatedly, there is no military

solution to this conflict," Ismail
Ould Cheikh Ahmed said in his

. briefing to the UN Security

Council on Wednesday. "A rec-
ommitment to a cessation of

* hostilities is the practical

expression of this truth as it
leads to a permanent ceasefire."

. Heurged the 15-nation council
. to support this step and

promptly take action towards its
implementation.

The UN envoy said that a deep
divide between the warring par-

. ties in Yemen, following the

collapse of a truce, was fore-
stalling the next round of peace

° talks.

"The parties are divided over

- whether a new round of talks

should be convened with or

Ext: 4336

N

IN YEMEN

without a new cessation of hos-
tilities," Ahmed said, stressing
that he had not received suffi-
cient assurances that a new ces-
sation of hostilities would be
respected. Ahmed indicated to
the tragic situation in Yemen,
which has deteriorated since the
end of the talks, as he said, cit-
ing the latest UN reports that
more than 6,000 Yemenis have
lost their lives since March
2015, and more than 35,000

ALLPRO Pr |
ISSAN

‘DEARBORN

have been injured.

"Many parts of Yemen are
again witnessing airstrikes

and extensive ground fight-
ing," he said. He pointed to a
significant increase in the
number of missiles fired indis-
criminately into Saudi Arabia,
a notable upsurge in the num-
ber and magnitude of attacks
carried out by terrorist groups
in Aden, Lahj, Abyan, Shabwa
and Sana'a.
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4 Millions view hashtag \

USA Kkills Yemeni_people

THE WAR HAS TAKEN HIS FUTURE AWRY

SANA'A, Feb. 16 (Saba) -
At least 77 million people
have read the tweets on the
hashtag

"#USA kills_Yemeni_peopl

' on Facebook and Twitter
since January 25.

The hashtag campaign
launched by Yemenis, Arabs
and foreigner activists on
aimed to spotlight the invisi-
ble role played by the United
States of America (USA) and
its involvement in the war
crimes committed by the
Saudi-Emirati-USA coalition
on Yemen since March 2015.

Wb

mis WAR vt End to Elevate the genocide and brutal mas-
e Suffering or Children sacres committed by the coa-
& innocent Civilians lition against civilians for

It also intends to unveil

more than 11 months as well
as the US imperialism's role
in creating conflicts in the region. Chairman of the Supreme Revolutionary
Committee (SRC) Mohammad al-Houthi officially launched the campaign on
January 25, aiming to send a message to the whole world that "USA is the
country that kills the Yemeni people inconsistent with all false slogans it
claims, and that the coalition's allies are just tools of the USA."

The campaign came after explicit statements issued by US Secretary of
State John Kerry in a news conference held in Riyadh with his Saudi counter-
part Adel al-Jubeir in mid-January, in which Kerry confirmed Washington's
support for Riyadh-led aggression on Yemen.

The Saudi Foreign Minister had previously announced upon a meeting held
with his USA and British counterparts in London that the Saudi regime has
USA and British military officers in the control and command center of the
aggression.

%

.................

i i | ikl | o : i § § ol 1.5 9 G
.9 Shund] 6 9] el | gl Goud ! (gub

cy&ii/\@a-ﬁjmjj}“b}\f/m:
S ATk S < calaldl o ¥ g
D58 /s V) 35, ol - sl
Gl bl AIleidl s 5Ly s
upwibgﬂumﬁw@u
L))J\S/);L;\'Lg U‘)“"d‘“""'fj‘u‘i)"‘
LQM.E..L\ L@.«:Jaww-\ﬁwu\ ‘JU\
Ve >0 4&&«\1@3‘1:.1”
thd\yLku,«r.@As\ JﬁY\L;\:—u.a\z...u\
,\Mcmwwuiuu oM
u\jUa ‘jML—uw.lﬂu‘Q‘ Y\ L(sjz_g_“‘)w
/jL:YO‘_;«Ja.l\g_,Jb M\w}o.bu
u)‘}‘bu\kuﬂ

‘JQ«—“J bul\r(y‘;\ﬁ‘_yj O\LS!HJ“““A
) YV & @3, ¥ Gl 3 Shee Ll
O}JlS/jLoT-\J‘)M\oJ{Jbch(Y Y
U\JJMMK?AJE\\QwJ 40.>U\
Lfl.:—ubeL@_.a‘u}\w\gﬁ JL@,.:LA.LA
BJL‘- VYJ M\.LJJ\ u\.&:—L»dJ ub)w
uwuu\

o) 3 g I 4T et e S
Caty Y \OJ\J\/JJLAMLJ.MYV‘\O
mM@ﬂ\g}\M\guY&\&\

LAl ol g3

A PR PW IO PRTCIERW]L: P9
Yo \OJ‘ET/JJLAUALJ:-AJ&Y'TUQJJ
M‘MJJ\—\J‘Y \TJU\O}JS/}'@Q\

J}M\Q}:w‘dﬁbd\wuﬁj

bJﬂO"&AJS\J.\.ufquU

/j\,ﬁ\\"'\&\.@‘»m«yubuig‘ﬁj

;LL\WWL;LLJJY\
Jﬁuﬂw\j 4@@‘0\&9—0-&4& 3 9>

o) waly GBI B - a0 -
¥ 3 ¢ el daml S I ol 6 Sl

qu&ubu\d\AdU\dy\S/jb

u\\,la:-&\g.,\,u{dm\mu_;ﬂ\k;-
[OROR udjrmuudsm,.uw\,i
oJL’J\J\?f

o) 8 ol Rl Ol ol

QA-‘;UJ«L.A%;J..c);J:-y\J;LL\dS\Jt

Y os 2 3 dame iole 58 ol

B
J'.-. i

D

Al i/ ¥
Nabll Fakih Pharmacist

DHR. -

'Dearborn Helghts-ﬁmarmacy

ekl b () et d.d.\.ua ~
We Deliver Health To Your Doorstep ...Free

WE ACCEPT ALL INSURANCE!
aibisnlill gloil plass Juid

_313-724-111

25524 Ford Rd.
Dearborn Heights . Ml 48127

15 February 2016 -Volume : 4 - Iss :38 :uuall — &l fadl = 2 YA ul,ii @sall paYIARAB AMERICAN TODAY gupelldlsa WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET



By : Sharif Abdel Kouddous

AFTER NEARLY 10 MONTHS of war,
the destruction of Yemen continues with
little respite for civilians.

On Sunday, a hospital in northern
Yemen supported by Doctors Without Bor-
ders (known by its French acronym, MSF)
was bombed, killing at least five people
and destroying several buildings that were
part of the facility. Ten people were injured
in the attack, including three of the group’s
staff. The humanitarian group said it can-
not confirm the origin of the attack but that
planes were seen flying over the facility at
the time. The only air power currently
operating in Yemen is a Saudi-led coalition
of Arab states that have waged a relentless
bombing campaign since March.

More than 6,000 people have been killed
in the war, including over 2,800 civilians,
the majority of them from airstrikes,
according to the United Nations. The
United States has backed the Saudi-led
coalition with logistical and intelligence

IN YEMEN, CIVILIANS SUFFER RELEN

bombardment in Yemen, causing wide-
spread destruction and massive displace-
ment. The hospital had been bombed
before MSF started supporting it, in an
airstrike in September that killed two
patients and destroyed several depart-
ments in the facility. The only function-
ing hospital in Saada lies in the provincial
capital, leaving hundreds of thousands of
Yemenis in the area without adequate
access to medical treatment for war inju-
ries as well as for ailments like malnutri-
tion and malaria.

Since April, the Saudi-led coalition has
imposed a crippling siege on Yemen, by
far the poorest country in the region.
Severe import restrictions on basic goods
have led to a deepening humanitarian cri-
sis, with over 21 million people now in
need of basic assistance — more than
anywhere else in the world. The blockade
comes under the rubric of an arms
embargo imposed by a U.N. Security
Council resolution that was drafted
largely by the Gulf countries taking part

BY SAUDI-LED COALITION

support, including crucial aerial refueling
and targeting assistance, as well as billions
of dollars worth of arms sales.

This is the third MSF facility to be
bombed in Yemen in less than three
months. In October, airstrikes destroyed an
MSF hospital in Haydan, while a health
center run by the group in Taiz was hit by
the Saudi coalition in December. Dozens
of medical facilities have been destroyed
or damaged in the conflict by Saudi air-
strikes, as well as, on the other side, indis-
criminate shelling by the Houthis and their
allies.

“We strongly condemn this incident that
confirms a worrying pattern of attacks to
essential medical services and express our
strongest outrage as this will leave a very
fragile population without healthcare for
weeks,” said MSF’s director of operations,
Raquel Ayora, in a statement.

The Shiara hospital hit on Sunday lies
close the Saudi border in the Razeh district
of Saada province. Saada, a stronghold of
the Houthi rebels the coalition is fighting,
has been subjected to some of the fiercest

in the U.S.-supported Saudi coalition.

On the other side of the front lines, the
Houthis have also blocked access to
humanitarian aid within the country,
imposing a vicious internal siege on Taiz,
Yemen’s third largest city.

Last month, the U.S. ambassador to the
United Nations, Samantha Power, ironi-
cally lamented the humanitarian situation
in Yemen, stating in a tweet: “Grim brief-
ing on #Yemen today. Yemen’s future on
the line: over 700 schools destroyed/
damaged; 2x increase in malnourished
kids in just 9mo.” Her statement has been
criticized for hypocrisy.

“Such statements ring hollow,” said
Belkis Wille, the Yemen researcher for
Human Rights Watch, pointing out the
direct role played by the U.S. in the war
and its refusal to push for accountability
by holding its own investigations into air-
strikes. The coalition has lashed out at the
criticism of its military campaign.
Yemen'’s pro-Saudi government even
expelled a U.N. human rights envoy last
week over what it called “unfair state-

v i

ments.” The expulsion came after Rupert
Colville, the spokesperson for the U.N.
Office of the High Commissioner for
Human Rights, criticized the “terrible toll
on civilians” in the conflict. The move
caused an uproar and the government
begrudgingly reversed its position two
days later “because of the fuss created
around the matter and caused by media
reports,” according to a letter from the
Yemeni mission to the United Nations.
The coalition also airdropped cluster
bombs on residential neighborhoods in the
capital, Sanaa, for the first time on
Wednesday, according to Human Rights
Watch. The group identified the munitions
as from a CBU-58 cluster bomb manufac-
tured at a plant in Tennessee in 1978. On
the same day as the cluster bomb attack,
Sanaa was targeted with some of the heavi-
est bombing by the coalition in months.
Warplanes struck a center for the blind, a
wedding hall, the city’s chamber of com-
merce, and a residential neighborhood. The
bombing came after the breakdown of a
nominal ceasefire that was declared during

U.N.-sponsored peace talks in December.

“The Saudis are using missile strikes as
political exclamation points,” said Haykal
Bafana, a lawyer and consultant in Sanaa.
“I don’t know whose attention they are
trying to get. Anytime I hear jets flying
over me thoughts flash in my mind of me,
my wife, and my kids dying.”

The next round of peace talks, which
were scheduled for mid-January, have
been postponed until the end of the
month after a rejection by the Houthis.

“In order to have a viable peace pro-
cess you need to have a group of sides
involved in the war that actually want
peace,” said Adam Baron, a visiting fel-
low at the European Council on Foreign
Relations and a founding member of the
Sanaa Center for Strategic Studies. “As
all political sides think they’re winning,
Yemenis are paying the price of the con-
flict with a deepening humanitarian crisis,
destruction of infrastructure, and the
unraveling of the country’s entire social
fabric.”
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EVERY year, thousands of British
people convert to Islam. Estimates
of how many vary a lot, but in 2011
a study concluded that the total num-
ber of converts in the United King-
dom might exceed 100,000 and that
about 5,000 had made that choice
the previous year, with women
exceeding men and the “white Brit-
ish” share of fresh converts amount-
ing to around half. Whatever their
own religious views, people are curi-
ous about unusual spiritual journeys:
when, in 2013, Cambridge Univer-
sity produced a study of British
women who had embraced Islam, it
was downloaded more than 150,000
times.

When conversions come to public
attention, it is usually for one of two
reasons. Either the people involved
are celebrities or closely connected
to celebrities; Tony Blair’s sister-in-
law is one example. Or else they are
the subject of police attention as sus-
pects in jihadi violence. But the
great majority of converts are nei-
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Why some Brits choose Islamig

ther famous nor in any way prone to

violence, they are simply products of

a cosmopolitan age where all kinds
of cultural experiences, whether
through travel, social life or simply
surfing the net, are available to all
kinds of people, and the results can
be surprising.

This month the University’s Centre
for Islamic Studies reported on the
second part of that project; this
involved an 18-month investigation
of the experiences of 50 male con-
verts. Although the approach is more
anecdotal than statistical, the two
reports amount to a vivid picture of
the range of reasons why some Brit-
ish people choose Islam and what
happens thereafter.

Young converts have sometimes
been impressed by the camaraderie
they observe in Muslim student
groups. To a first-year student faced
with a bewildering variety of ideo-
logical and cultural choices, the
quiet certainty of the Muslims can
make a strong impression. Older
ones often said their interest was
sparked by a chance encounter, per-
haps on holiday, with some aspect of
Islamic culture, from architecture to
calligraphy to the muezzin’s call of
prayer. A local authority worker who
is the only hijab-wearer in her Sus-
sex village said she had been
impressed, during post-university
travels round the Middle East, by the
“tranquillity and stability” of people
despite the difficulty of their lives. “I

uLumJL.‘J\u;JJ\,Lc\js«u}JMJ ¢ bkl
ww W\jw\aw\jM\JJS\l\
WS _S\;jm@u&)mf)\uw.éu;

J)}‘Léw\tﬂ\wwbdbdg

Lih \»o}a.l...l\‘wﬁé.ﬂ\clh.al\

started looking into other Islamic prac-

tices I’d dismissed as harsh: fasting,
compulsory charity, the idea of mod-
esty. I stopped seeing them as restric-

tions on personal freedom and realised

they were ways of achieving self-
control.”

One of the young male informants
reported an unexpected problem: “his

mother’s occasional wish for him to be
“normal” [and] “roll in drunk” like the
other boys...” Almost all reported some
problem with their relatives, especially
those South Asians who had previously .
been Sikh or Hindu and were perceived

to have betrayed their families. On one

hand, Islam mandates its followers to

behave dutifully towards close kin, and

this duty is not cancelled out when

those kin are of a different religion. But °

some duties become impossible for a
family member who has turned to

Islam; he cannot oversee the Hindu cre- *
mation, or the Christian burial, of a par- .

ent.
Muslims of both genders had some
disappointments. Some had been

attracted to the faith, in part, because of ,

its seemingly universalist spirit and
racial egalitarianism

....Continued on page 51
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Economy al=isl

LONDON - Asian stocks mostly slumped Wednesday as sentiment was dragged
down by a renewed drop in oil prices and a resurgent yen sucked the air out of
the Japanese market. Crude weakened after Iran's oil minister called a propo-

sal by Saudi Arabia and Russia to freeze production "ridiculous", as it seeks to

boost output after years of sanctions-constrained sales.

Saudi Arabia has ruled out a cut in
production. Analysts warned that cur-
rent market turmoil was unlikely to
ease in the short term.

"It will take some time before mar-
ket sentiment does turn," Kerry Craig,
global market strategist at JPMorgan
Asset Management, told Bloomberg
TV in Melbourne.

"It's still very pessimistic. Most
investors are very risk-averse. You
need catalysts or triggers such as an
oil price stabilisation, clarity about
what the Fed is actually going to do
and what we see happening with the
Chinese currency and economic
data." The pound touched a seven-
year low on worries that Britain may
vote to leave the European Union, as
Prime Minister David Cameron
ramps up his bid to stay inside the 28-
nation bloc.

Sterling dropped as low as
$1.39635, its lowest since March 2009.

Asian bourses tracked losses in
global markets, with Tokyo stocks
weighed down by the strength of the
yen which is seen as a safe-haven
asset. US and European markets had
been battered Tuesday after a closely-
watched report rated German busi-
ness confidence in February at the
lowest level since December 2014,
and Wall Street fell more than one
percent Tuesday.

The price of oil continued to sink
Wednesday, with US benchmark WTI

for April delivery down 2.51 percent.
Brent, also for April, lost 1.59 per-
cent. "Iran and Saudi Arabia are
showing little desire to lower produc-
tion, so despite the agreement by the
main countries to freeze output it's
clear that alone won't push oil prices
back up to $50 or $60 a barrel," said
Chihiro Ohta, general manager of
investment information at SMBC
Nikko Securities.

"There are no catalysts to purchase
stocks now. We're not seeing buying
ahead of the G20 either," Ohta told
Bloomberg News.

- No pact on output -

Traders, meanwhile, were betting the
US Department of Energy's weekly
petroleum inventories report Wednes-
day would show another increase in
US crude stockpiles.

"There won't be a pact on output,
there's no possibility of that occurring
because there are insufficient levels of
trust," Michael McCarthy, a chief
strategist at CMC markets in Sydney,
told Bloomberg News.

"The market is still in surplus and
will remain that way for some time."

With oil depressing the outlook,
Tokyo shares fell for a second day,
ending 0.85 percent down as the
renewed strength of the yen weighed
on exporters.

But Shanghai closed almost one

percent up, reversing losses from
earlier in the day, on expectations of
economic reform pledges at an
upcoming annual meeting of law-
makers. Hong Kong ended more
than one percent down, on the day
its financial secretary John Tsang
described the economic outlook as
"far from promising". He forecast
growth for 2016 at between one and
two percent, down from last year's
2.4 percent.

Seoul fell 0.09 percent while Syd-
ney plummeted more than two per-
cent. Ahead of a meeting of G20
finance ministers' and central bank
chiefs starting Friday in Shanghai,
there have been calls for increased
fiscal support as authorities grapple

with reduced monetary leeway. Japan
and the eurozone have already seen
negative interest rates.

"A lot of people have been wanting
to see increased global coordination
coming from the G20 given that cen-
tral banks in the Western world at
least seem to be approaching some
kind of limit to monetary policy," said
Martin Enlund, chief analyst at Nor-
dea Markets in Stockholm, according
to Bloomberg.

Europe's main stock markets fell
once more at the start of trading on
Wednesday but losses were far less
acute than the previous session.

London dipped 0.2 percent, Frank-
furt dropped 0.2 percent and Paris lost
0.1 percent.

Sami Abu Farha. M.D.

OAKMAN MEDICAL
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War polltlcs take toll on Syria’s

While a small number of publishers are still operating,
they have to put up with numerous challenges.

Damascus -Khalil Hamlo- The
publishing and print-ing business
in Syria, once a thriving industry,
has been badly hit by the country’s
long-running war. As the Syrian
crisis degener-ated into a full-
fledged conflict, hundreds of pub-
lishing and print-ing houses have
been shut down, printing facilities
were destroyed and warehouses
were burned, in-curring losses of
millions of dollars.

Some big houses, especially
those that had printing centres in
Aleppo and in rural Damascus,
scenes of fierce fighting since
2011, relocated outside Syria.

Haytham al-Hafez, head of the
Syrian Publishers Association and
owner of Dar al-Hafez publishing
house, said that, in addition to the
war, the book industry in Syria
suf-fered from a drop in regional
mar-kets, either because countries
have gone through uprisings and
turmoil — such as Egypt, Libya,
Yemen and Tunisia — or for polit-
ical reasons, as is the case with
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
countries that have been boycot-
ting the Syrian regime and sup-
porting rebels fighting to topple it.

“The calamities gripping Syria
for the past five years had an
im-pact on the book industry
with production in 2013 and
2014 not ex-ceeding 5% of what
it was prior to 2011,” Hafez said,
stressing, howev-er, that the loss
of regional markets was much
more detrimental since “only
25% of printers’ production was
consumed locally”.

“Many Arab countries that did
not experience any ‘Arab spring’
revolutions have closed their
doors in the face of Syrian books
for political considerations,
nota-bly their stance regarding
the Syr-ian regime,” Hafez said.

Many publishers have relo-
cated outside Syria and resorted
to pub-lishing under the brand
names of other houses to ensure
continuity and keep active in
GCC markets, notably Saudi
Arabia, which is the biggest in
the region, he pointed out.

“We were forced to produce
un-der others’ names due to
Syria’s boycott. Moreover, we
have lost our printing facilities
and ware-houses in rural Damas-

us,” he said, noting that he has

suffered losses totalling $4 mil-
lion when a warehouse in Kafr
Batna in eastern rural Damascus
was destroyed.

The devaluation of the Syr-ian
pound, economic deterioration
and the drastic drop in the
pur-chase power of the middle
class, which was the biggest con-
sumer of print products, was
another set-back for the printing
and publish-ing industry.

People are more concerned
about securing their daily
liveli-hood than reading books,
accord-ing to a bookshop owner
who asked not to be identified.
“Our average daily sales do not
exceed 10,000 pounds, equivalent
to $25, and our profit (margin) is
amere $10,” he said.

The war has also adversely
af-fected the output and creativity
of authors and writers, many of
whom have left Syria and have
not been able to produce worth-
while works.

“Prior to 2011, we used to
pub-lish about 100 new titles
annually. In the last few years,
production dropped to a mere ten
new titles,” said owner of Dar al-

Fikr Hassan Salem.

The sharp rise in book
prices has kept many read-
ers away from bookshops.
“Before 2011, the aver-age
price of books was 250
pounds, the equivalent of
$5, an affordable cost for
Syrian readers. Today, $5
equals 2,000 pounds, which
is equivalent of 5% of an
average Syr-ian’s salary,”
Salem pointed out.

Researchers and univer-
sity stu-dents who can no
longer afford to buy books
were the most affected, he
said, adding that he has
opened a library where stu-
dents could borrow books
“which otherwise would be
(rotting) in warehouses”.
Demand for translation ser-
vices also fell as a result of

blishing

the crisis, not-ed Sami Ahmad,
publisher of Dar al-Takween
translation house.

“We used to translate between
60 and 70 new titles every year
and print 1,000 copies of each
title but in the last three years we
only pub-lished 20 books, includ-
ing 18 trans-lated works,” he
said.

Tawfik Ahmad, an official at
the Syrian General Book Author-
ity, af-filiated with the Ministry
of Cul-ture, stated that although
book production had declined in
the years following the start of
the cri-sis, the number of titles
issued by the authority still
reached 200.

“In order to make up for the
rise in the cost of printing, the
author-ity was granted a 30%
increase of its budget, especially
that we offer the books at a 50%
discount,” Ah-mad said.

While a small number of those
active in the business in Damas-
cus before the war are still oper-
ating, they have to put up with
numerous challenges, such as the
expense of shipping and being
refused the visas needed to attend
book fairs. Syrian book fairs have
been boy-cotted while publishers
are often excluded from the invi-
tation lists to regional exhibi-
tions.
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Criticism ai Literary

Anahit Behrooz

Over recent years, Middle
Eastern literature has been
making great strides in the
international book market,
with many authors and
works receiving wide-
spread attention and
praise. The implementa-
tion of awards such as the
International Prize for
Arabic Fiction has also
done much to raise the
profile of Arabic novels,
and to facilitate transla-
tions and a wider reader-
ship. Here we profile 15
of the most unmissable
Arabic novels of the last
20 years.

The American Grand-
daughter, Inaam Kachachi
Written by acclaimed
Iraqi author Inaam Kacha-
chi, The American Grand-
daughter eloquently
depicts the widespread
devastation, both physical
and emotional, of the
recent Iraq war through
the eyes of Zeina, an
Iraqi-American who
returns to her homeland as
an interpreter for the US
army. Zeina finds herself
caught up not only in the
conflict, but in the ten-
sion, which builds
between her loyalty to her
family and to her work,
and her self-identity as
both Iraqi and American.
Through Zeina, Kachachi
creates an unforgettable
portrayal of the trauma
and loss caused by war.

The Arch and the Butter-
fly, Mohammed Achari
The Arch and the Butter-
fly tells the tale of left-
wing, progressive thinker
Yousef Al-Firsiwi who
wakes one morning to
find his only son Yacine,
who he believed to be
studying engineering in
Paris, has ‘died as a mar-
tyr’ in Afghanistan as part
of the Islamist resistance.
As Yousef’s faith in his
secular, liberal ideals is
shaken to its core, the
novel follows his quest to
understand both his son
and his own identity
within an increasingly
incomprehensible world.

Azazeel, Youssef Ziedan
Set in the 5th century AD,
in a pre-Islamic Egypt and
Syria, Azazeel is a tale of
extraordinary magical
realism, depicting the ten-
sions between the new
Christian religion and the
time-honoured pagan

beliefs. These tensions are
encapsulated in the char-
acter of Hypa, a monk
who struggles internally
between his faith and his
‘pagan’ inclinations
towards the magical, the
erotic and the poetic,
inclinations which are
only strengthened by his
encounters with Azazeel,
or Satan, who calls into
question all of Hypa’s
religious and moral ideals.

The Dove’s Necklace,
Raja Alem

In The Dove’s Necklace,
Raja Alem explores
Mecca as a religious,
social and cultural space,
set at a crossroads
between deep rooted tra-
dition and evolution
towards new customs. Set
up as a straightforward
detective story — a young
woman’s body is found in
an alleyway and remains
unidentified, sparking an
investigation — the novel
explores the complexity
of life in the holy city
through a myriad of inter-
secting tales and perspec-
tives, some real and some
imagined. Critically
acclaimed, The Dove’s
Necklace won the 2011
International Prize for
Arabic Fiction.

Frankenstein in Baghdad,
Ahmed Saadawi

A disturbing yet compel-
ling reinvention of Mary
Shelley’s Frankenstein,
Frankenstein in Baghdad
tells the tale of Hadi Al-
Attag, who in the midst of
the Iraq war scours the
streets for the body parts
of those killed, sewing
them together to create a
terrifying new creature
who comes to life and
begins to seek revenge for
the parts of himself that
have been murdered. Dar-
ing, horrifying and deeply
challenging, Frankenstein
in Baghdad exposes the
violence, desperation and
helplessness of the Iraq
war in a provocative new
light.

Girls of Riyadh, Rajaa Al-
Sanea

A contemporary epistolary
novel told through a series
of emails, Girls of Riyadh
portrays the intersecting
lives of four young female
friends in Saudi Arabia.
Primarily exploring the
relationship between men
and women in contempo-
rary Saudi society, the
novel examines the ten-

sion between the old,
strict traditions, and the
effects of modern thought
and technology in grant-
ing women wider intellec-
tual and sexual freedom.
Through her work, Rajaa
Al-Sanea sets out to cor-
rect the stereotypes of
women in Saudi Arabia,
depicting strong, complex
characters whose quest for
love and passion mirrors
many of Western litera-
ture’s greatest heroines.

The Hashish Waiter,
Khairy Shalaby

The Hashish Waiter tells
the tale of the goings on in
a popular hash den located
in downtown Cairo in the
1970s, during the after-
math of the 1967 Six Day
War. The story centres on
Rowdy Salim, a warm-
hearted, well-liked waiter
charged with refilling the
shisha bowls, and his
daily interactions with the
groups of writers, intellec-
tuals and artists who
gather in the den. By turns
comic and tragic, the
novel provides a compel-
ling portrait of Egyptian
society at the time.

The Lady from Tel Aviv,
Rabai Al-Mahdoun

A challenging, profound
new insight into the
Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict, The Lady from Tel
Aviv tells the story of
Walid Dahman, an exile
from his native Gaza who

returns home for the first
time in many years, and
Dana Ahuva, an Israeli
who sits next to him on
the flight back to Tel Aviv.
Their dialogue confronts
issues of identity, cultural
memory and shared
humanity, as well as
examining anew the reali-
ties of those in the Pales-
tinian diaspora.

A Land Without Jasmine,
Wajdi Al-Ahdal
Exploring female sexual-
ity, repression and objecti-
fication in contemporary
Yemeni society, A Land
Without Jasmine depicts
the disappearance of Jas-
mine, a beautiful young
university student. As
police question family,
neighbors and acquain-
tances, an image of Jas-
mine’s world begins to
form: a world in which
she is constantly an object
of the male voyeuristic
gaze and their predatory
advances. Through shock-
ing, erotic language, Al-
Ahdal explores the violent
consequences of sexual
inequality and repression.

The Loved Ones, Alia
Mamdouh

Winner of the 2004
Naguib Mahfouz Medal
for Arabic Literature, The
Loved Ones is an intimate
account of family love

and tragedy. When
Nader learns his
mother has fallen
into a coma, he
leaves his home in
Canada to sit at her
bedside in a Parisian
hospital. Surrounded
by her friends and
well-wishers, Nader
is forced to confront
his troubled relation-
ship with his mother,
coming to under-
stand her as a
woman as well as a
maternal figure, as
well as his relation-
ship with his war-
torn homeland of
Iraq.

The Magic of Tur-
quoise, Mai Khaled
Alternating between
the perspectives of a
young Egyptian
woman Leila and
her aunt Nirvana,
who is lying in a coma
after a terrible diving acci-
dent, The Magic of Tur-
quoise is a remarkable
story about the bond of
female relationships.
Through vibrant colour-
imagery and an emphasis
on the beautiful and the
aesthetic, Khaled inter-
weaves the parallel narra-
tives of these women as
each explores her memo-
ries and secrets in order to
understand both her own
identity and the complex-
ity of her relationship with
the other.

Maryam’s Maze, Man-
soura Ez-Eldin

Situated on the cusp
between dream and real-
ity, Maryam’s Maze is
reminiscent of some of the
greatest works of Modern-
ist literature, exploring the
mentality of the individual
through an ambiguous
narrative structure. The
protagonist Maryam
wakes up one day from a
nightmare to find her
entire reality has shifted,
and everyone she knows
has disappeared. As Mar-
yam attempts to navigate
through an increasingly
unfamiliar and dreamlike
world, her difficult search
for her self-identity is
reflected through the blur-
ring of her reality, memo-
ries, and emotions.

Only in London, Hanan
Al-Shaykh

he Middle-East

Telling the tale of several
Arab migrants who arrive
in London, each seeking
their fortunes in different
ways, Hanan Al-Shaykh’s
Only in London is a fasci-
nating exploration of Arab
culture, migrant identity
and belonging. As each
attempts to find happiness
and success in the promise
of the bustling, cosmopol-
itan city, the characters
find that tensions arise
between their old and new
cultures. By turns comic
and tragic, Only in Lon-
don skilfully depicts inter-
secting narratives of love,
sexuality and freedom
against the modern back-
ground of the Arab dias-
pora.

Spectres, Radwa Ashour
Half fiction, half autiobi-
ography, Spectres tells the
tale of two female aca-
demics in Egypt, Shagar
Abdel Ghaffar and Radwa
Ashour, both born on the
same day in opposite ends
of Cairo. Flitting back and
forth between the
women’s often times con-
verging, often times divid-
ing narratives, Ashour’s
novel masterfully depicts
the “spectres” that fill
these women’s lives, from
the personal to public,
including the massacre of
Deir Yassan and the vio-
lent conflicts in modern
Egyptian history. Daring
and complex, Spectres
reveals the individual and
cultural ghosts that haunt
this world.

The Tiller of Waters,
Hoda Barakat

Each of Lebanese author
Hoda Barakat’s novels
revolves around a man sit-
uated on the peripheries of
society. In The Tiller of
Waters, Barakat depicts
Niqula Mitri, a fabric
tradesman who is experi-
encing hallucinations in
war-torn Beirut in the
midst of the Lebanese
Civil War. As Niqula
struggles to come to terms
with his new, devastating
reality, his life story is
beautifully interwoven
with thousands of years of
the human relationship
with fabric, from ancient
weaving to the history of
the Silk Road, thereby
lending poetry and grace
to Niqula’s own history.
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Throughout the
unfolding drama, the
author introduces the

reader to many key

themes in the Pales-
tine-Israel conflict,

giving an insight into

the daily reality of life
under occupation,

Murder under the Bridge: A.Pales

Review By Jessica Purkiss

When Rania Bakara, Pales-
tine’s only female police
detective in the northern
West Bank, discovers the
body of a foreign woman in
fields near her village, no
one seems to want her to
look too deeply into what’s
happened. Instead of leaving
it to the Israeli police depart-
ment, which takes over the
investigation, Bakara contin-
ues to dig for clues about
who was responsible for the
woman’s death. It is no easy
task; not only does she have
to work within the con-
straints of the Israeli occupa-
tion, but as a women she
also suffers from the
ingrained patriarchy and the
“old boys’ network” of her
professional superiors. As a
wife and mother she must
also accept her in-laws’ dis-
approval of her choice of
occupation.

With the investigation get-
ting more complicated, she
enlists the help of Jewish-
American Chloe, a pro-
Palestinian activist living in
Azzawiya, a village in the

West Bank. Drawn to the
murder case by the arrest of a
friend, she helps Rania with
the parts of the investigation
that the detective’s Palestin-
ian identity prevent her from
carrying out. Chloe is strug-
gling with her own issues as
she often finds herself under
close scrutiny in the village
that she desperately wants to
accept her. The two women
thus share one thing in com-
mon; the suspicious gaze of
the communities in which
they live.

Using a variety of unor-
thodox methods, Rania and
Chloe hunt for answers, lead-
ing them to question shady
characters and challenge peo-
ple who wield considerable
power. Both encounter pre-
carious situations: Rania
finds herself trying to strike
up a friendship with the teen-
age daughter of a settler high
up in the Israeli military, and
Chloe searches for answers
with the young women
caught up in Israel’s large
sex-trafficking network. As
they delve deeper and
uncover some uncomfortable
truths, their lives are in jeop-
ardy. The two fiery women

“THIS RIYETING
STORY PROYIDES A
RICH PORTRAIT OF

LIFE BEHIND THE

CONFLICT.”
—AYELET WALDMAN,
AUTHOR OF

LovE AND TREASURE

ANPALESTIWNE MYSTERY

must combine determination, stubborn-
ness and courage to continue their
search for the killer, which will mean
freedom for the man they believe has
been wrongly accused of the crime.
Throughout the unfolding drama, the
author introduces the reader to many
key themes in the Palestine-Israel con-
flict, giving an insight into the daily
reality of life under occupation, from
checkpoints, home demolitions and set-
tler violence, to ordinary family life in
Palestine. Raphael also touches on a
number of other issues, which seem
unconnected, such as Eastern European

sex trafficking, female empowerment
and lesbian love affairs. However, she
manages to link them together in this
grippingmurder mystery that, once
picked up, is hard to put down.

Author: Kate Raphael

Paperback: 400 pages

Publisher: She Writes PR
Published Date: 3 November 2015
Language: English

ISBN-13: 978-1631529603

www.middleeastmonitor.com
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London - It is a time of major chaos
across the Middle East, with conflicts
leading to unprec-edented mass dis-
placement following the emergence of
the Islamic State (ISIS). This
dis-turbing state of affairs is having a
major effect on the environment, with
fears about water security and air pol-
Iution on the rise. Analysis by the
World Resources Institute (WRI) indi-
cated that the Middle East is among
the least water secure regions in the
world with the majority of Arab coun-
tries predicted to face “extremely
high” water stress by 2040.

Using a series of climate models and
socioeconomic scenarios, WRI pre-
dicted that Bahrain, Kuwait, the Pales-
tinian territories, Qatar, United Arab
Emirates, Saudi Ara-bia, Oman and
Lebanon would face major water
shortages in the coming decades. Six-
teen Arab countries could be among
the top 33 least water secure countries
by 2040, the analysis determined.

“The region, already arguably the
least water secure in the world, draws
heavily upon groundwater and desali-
nated sea water and fac-es exceptional
water-related chal-lenges for the fore-
seeable future,” the report authors said.

Water shortage will compound polit-
ical unrest in the region. The WRI
report says the current un-rest can, in
part, be traced to water shortages.
“Drought and water shortages in Syria
likely contributed to the un-rest that
stoked the country’s 2011 civil war.
Dwindling water resourc-es and
chronic mismanagement forced 1.5
million people, primarily farmers and
herders, to lose their livelihoods and
leave their land, move to urban areas
and magnify Syria’s general destabili-
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sation,” the report said.

Fears about regional water
se-curity were raised after another
report, published in Science
Ad-vances, showed that the Syrian
ref-ugee crisis caused a massive
spike in nitrogen dioxide emissions
in Lebanon.

The report showed that while
emissions of nitrogen dioxide — a

greenhouse gas — had been on the
rise throughout the Middle East until

enviro
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2011, emissions have sub-sequently
trended downward in conflict areas.
Nitrogen dioxide, a by-product of the
burning of fossil fuels, is considered a
reliable indi-cator of economic activ-

1ty.
“A combination of air qual-ity con-
trol and political factors, including
economical crisis and armed conflict,
has drastically alerted the emission
landscape of nitrogen oxides in the

Middle East,” the study said. The

research used data from the Ozone
Meas-urement Instrument on
NASA’s Aura research satellite.

The study showed that nitrogen
dioxide emissions in Baghdad and
central Iraq decreased substan-tially
since 2013, including in Tikrit and
Samarra that have been occu-pied by
ISIS. “The armed conflict in this
area has left marks, including a
decrease in nitrogen oxide
emis-sions,” the study said. In Syria,
nitrogen oxides over Damascus and
Aleppo decreased 40-50% since
2011, coincident with the uprising,
the report added.

During the same period, there was
a drastic increase in nitrogen dioxide
emissions over Lebanon due to the
ensuing refugee crisis.

Emissions over Beirut and Trip-oli
had been increasing by 3-4% a year
until 2013, in line with the rest of the
region. But after millions of Syrian
refugees fled to the coun-try, nitro-
gen oxide emissions in-creased 20-
30%.

Jos Lelieveld, lead author of the
study and a researcher at Ger-many’s
Max Planck Institute for Chemistry,
told Reuters: “People are migrating
away [from Iraq and Syria]. And also
activities are com-ing to a halt. But
as for other coun-tries that take on
refugees, such as Jordan and Leba-
non... there we see increases.”

He warned people not to get too
excited about the overall decrease in
air pollution across the Middle East.
“This is not the ‘silver lin-ing’ of
war. It’s just an indicator of what’s
going on,” he said.
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Hunger grips millions

By : Zeina Karam - Beirut - In a Middle East torn apart by war and conflict, fighters a g H@RFETNG FRTE TiTas (110 BRI AT 1)1 B
Millions of people across countries such as Syria, Yemen and Iraq are gripped by hunge/#s il iy P R T a7 ARG 11N T8 B8 0TS 1
from the outside world. Children suffer from severe malnutrition, their parents often reSyaR{EIIIFTaREREET
buy basic needs, including water, medicine and fuel. The biggest humanitarian catas—troplilsh '@ EY@ TR, S E I (DT |
year civil war has killed a quarter of a million people and dis—placed half the population FAVIEIGECETIRE R TIITEE 1P I B
shing blockades to force submission and surrender from the other side — a tactic that haS OV RGIENVIS RN B g [0 S L0 8

ernment forces seeking to pacify opposition-held areas around Damascus.

Since October, Russian air strikes and the
start of yet another winter exacerbated a
humanitarian crisis and led to deaths by
starvation in some places. Humanitarian
teams who re—cently entered a besieged
Syrian town related scenes that “haunt the
soul”, said UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon. He accused both the government of
Syrian President Bashar Assad and the
rebels fight—ing to oust him of using star-
vation as a weapon, calling it a war crime.

Although sieges are accepted mil—itary
practices that are often carried out by
forces to avoid intense urban conflict, the
conduct of forces car—rying them out and
their behaviour towards civilian popula-
tions are regulated by international
humani—tarian law.

The United Nations and aid agen—cies
have struggled with funding shortages and
growing impedi-ments to the delivery of
humanitar—ian assistance despite UN
Security Council resolutions insisting on
the unconditional delivery of aid across
front lines.

In Yemen, the Arab world’s most
impoverished nation, nearly half of the
country’s 22 provinces are con—sidered
one step away from famine. Here’s a look
at major areas in the Middle East under
siege or suffer—ing starvation:

Syria: The United Nations estimates more
than 400,000 people are be—sieged in 15
communities across Syria, about half of
them in ar—eas controlled by the Islamic
State (ISIS). In 2014, the United Nations
was able to deliver food to about 5% of
people in besieged areas. Current esti-
mates show the organisation is reaching
less than 1%. In 2015, the World Food
Pro—gramme (WFP) was forced to
re—duce the size of the food rations it pro-
vides to families inside Syria by up to
25% because of funding short—falls. The
agency says it has to raise $25 million
every week to meet ba—sic food needs of
people affected by the Syrian conflict.
Some of the hardest-hit blockad—ed areas
in Syria are:

Madaya: A town north-east of Damas-
cus with a population of 40,000. The town
has been be-sieged by government and
allied militiamen for months and gained
international attention after har—rowing
pictures emerged show—ing emaciated
children. Doctors Without Borders says 28
people have died of starvation in Madaya
since September. Two convoys of humani-
tarian aid recently reached the town. Aid
workers who entered described seeing
skeletal figures; children who could barely
talk or walk; and parents who gave their

children sleeping pills to calm their hun-
ger.

Fouaa and Kfarya: Two Shia vil—lages
in the northern province of Idlib with a
combined population of about 20,000.
The villages have been blockaded by
rebels for more than a year. Pro-
government fight—ers recently evacuated
from the villages describe desperate
condi—tions there with scarce food and
medicine, saying residents are eat—ing
grass to survive and undergoing surgery
without anaesthesia. Aid convoys entered
the villages simul—taneously with the aid
to Madaya after months-long negotia-
tions be—tween the government and
armed groups.

Deir ez-Zor: An estimated 200,000
people living in govern—ment-held parts
of this city in east—ern Syria are besieged
by ISIS. The United Nations says most of
the residents are women and children
facing sharply deteriorating con—ditions
due to the ban on all com—mercial or
humanitarian access, as well as the ina-
bility of residents to move outside of the
city. While gov—ernment stocks continue
to provide bread, there are severe short-
ages of food, medicine and basic
com—modities. Opposition activists say
they have documented the death of 27
people from malnutrition. Water is avail-
able only once a week for a few hours.

Yemen: The humanitarian situation has
dramatically deteriorated, nearly 300
days after the Saudi-led coali—tion began
its air campaign aimed at driving
Yemen’s Shia rebels from cities under
their control. Coalition ships are blockad-
ing traffic in Yem—en’s ports and rebels
are besieg—ing several areas, particularly
the southern city of Taiz.

About 14.4 million Yemenis, more
than half of the population, are food inse-
cure, an increase of 12% in the last eight
months, the United Nations’ Food and
Agricul—ture Organisation said. In late
December, the WFP said 7.8 million of
Yemen'’s 24 million people are in even
more dire condi—tion, “facing life-
threatening rates of acute malnutrition”,
up by more than 3 million in less than a
year. It said ten of the country’s 22
prov—inces are in “the grip of severe
food insecurity” at the “emergency”
lev—el, one step short of famine on the
agency’s scale of food security.

In Taiz, with a population of about
250,000, residents have been going hun-
gry for weeks, the WFP said.

The UN Humanitarian Coordina—tor
for Yemen Jamie McGoldrick said

recently that basic services, in—cluding
access to water and fuel, in Taiz are

scarce.

The severe shortage of food, fuel and
medicine across Yemen led to an increase
in the number of chil—dren suffering from
malnutrition and the destruction of health
facili—ties treating them led to deaths.

About 3 million children under 5 years
require services to treat or prevent malnu-
trition, according to a UN Children’s
Fund (UNICEF) re—port.

Iraq: Massive population shifts in Iraq
due to violence have made it more diffi-
cult for millions of people to ac—cess
food, medicine and safe drink—ing water.
More than 3 million Iraqis are displaced
within the country by violence and insta-
bility. “They’ve lost their livelihoods,
their jobs, and hunger and the inability to
pur—chase food is a reality in their
eve-ryday life,” said WFP commu-
nica—tions officer Marwa Awad. In total
8.2 million Iraqis are in need of
hu—manitarian assistance: food, water,
shelter or medicine, she said.

Violence in many of Iraq’s prov—inces
that are also home to peo—ple who have

lle East

been uprooted by conflict is of the greatest
concern, Awad said. In Anbar, Nineveh
and Saladin the price of food has risen by
as much as 38% in recent weeks and in
some cases the Iraqi govern—ment has had
to airlift families out of towns and villages
besieged by fighting between Iraqi gov-
ernment forces and ISIS. In Ramadi, fami-
lies who had been held by ISIS as human
shields said they survived for days on only
rice and flour. While conflict in Iraq
hasn’t led to starvation, Awad said WFP
has seen an increase in malnutrition as
people eat less to conserve the little food
they do have.

Syrian refugees in neighbouring coun-
tries: According to UNICEF, malnu-
tri—tion is a major threat among mil—lions
of refugees. A 2015 report showed that
almost 2,000 Syrian refugee children in
Lebanon suf—fer from severe acute malnu-
trition and need immediate treatment. It
warned the situation could dete—riorate as
malnutrition is linked to poor hygiene,
unsafe drinking wa—ter, lack of immunisa-
tion, diseases and improper infant and
young child feeding practices.
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By / Abdullah Ali Sabri

SANA'A, -ARAB AMERICAN TODAY -
Arab region now is the scene of bloody
conflicts, which have lasted relatively for a
long time. The conflicts deepened by
external interventions which reached its
climax in 2003, when the USA embarked
on the occupation of Iraq under pretexts,
which were later debunked, but it was too
late. The Greater Middle East project has
been put into action under the title
"creative chaos" that foreshadowed a dem-
ocratic spring to be founded on the ruins
of chaos and occupation, and in line with
the Zionist-American project in the region,
and guaranteeing the security of Israel and
the flow of cheap oil to America and major
countries.

Iraq lived and is still living in bloody
throes of internal conflicts and the penetra-
tion of American influence. Finally, the
USA found itself coerced to withdraw
from Iraq, but after the latter suffered grie-
vous harm and deep sectarian and ethnic
divisions, besides threatening the unity of
the Iraqi territory by the so-called Islamic
state (ISIS) or (Daesh), which has control

Blackwa

over a large part of the territories of both
Syria and Iraq.

The beginning

Before ISIS, Washington had used pri-
vate security companies in order to desta-
bilize Iraq and fuel the Sunni-Shiite con-
flict, and even blow up the entire region.
In 2003, the US Presidential Envoy and
Administrator Paul Bremer hired private
security companies and gave them immu-
nity against prosecution. Therefore
"Blackwater" got a contract worth $ 27.7
million, which later subcontracted the
occupation facilities security to the dubi-
ous "Knights of Malta" company, whose
tasks included also doing the dirty works,
including the killing of Iraqi citizens, and
to refer such crimes to the sectarian con-
flict that was revived by Washington's pol-
icies and Western and Arab mass media.

The US objectives were not accom-
plished as required in Iraq, and in the first
months of the Barak Obama's tenure, it
was clear that the US administration is
intending to withdraw its troops from Iraq
and Afghanistan. In 2011, the US military
withdrew from Iraq. In the same year dra-
matic changes were occurred allowing
Washington to return to the region, that
was the Brotherhood-marked Arab spring.
The US hands headed to destabilize Syria
under the pretext of supporting the popu-
lar revolution. Arab famous writer
Mohamed Hassanein Haikal revealed that
Blackwater has played a role in the bloody
events taken place in Syria since 2011,
and still does. He pointed out that six
thousand of the company's elements were
working inside and outside Syria.

Haikal said in a newspaper interview
that «Blackwater» - famous for its covert
and bloody history to provide arms ser-
vices - exists around Syria and inside it as
well - albeit with a new name. He added
the campaign against Syria plus the cam-

paign against Iran are about to turn the
main conflict in the Middle East from an
Israeli-Arab conflict, to a Shiite-Sunni
one, and that is another catastrophe inside
the Islamic nation, and a great sin, as he
put it. In addition to its role in Iraq and
Syria, press sources said that Blackwater
sought using its pressure groups, in order
to get contracts in the Darfur region of
Sudan to act as peacekeeper troops. In a
bid from former US President George W.
Bush to pave the way for the company to
start on a training mission there, he lifted
the sanctions against the Christian part of
South Sudan. The South Sudan's envoy in
Washington referred to this once, saying
that the "Blackwater" company begins its
work with training the security forces in
South Sudan.

ISIS, the new player

In the midst of the recent events, Black-
water disappeared from the scene tempo-
rarily, to give way to a new player, who
uses its similar savage methods, and
works for the same agenda, but with an
Islamic cover.

Dr. Khaiam Mohammed Al Zoubi con-
firmed that when said the United States
came under severe criticism from Israel
and the Zionist lobby after withdrawing
its troops from Iraq for fear that Iraq
restores its role, and rebuilds its army. So
it is decided to divide Iraq without a direct
military intervention on the ground. To
that end and with western funds, ISIS was
selected so that Israel can stop worrying
of the Iraqi army.

Al Zoubi reveals the American and
European ploys that helped ISIS to gain
control over wide areas in the Iraqi and
Syrian territory, as a prelude to the divi-
sion of Iraq, which will lead to its fall in
the grip of the Western occupation again.

He concluded by saying: Iraq, which
has plunged into violence and chaos car-
ried out by armed militia and mercenary

groups, will give rise only to more vio-
lence, death and destruction under the
uncreative chaos. Here it must be said
that what has happened in the region and
still dose is mostly for the benefit of
Israel and America and to re-order the
region.

Blackwater in Yemen

Due to the dirty works the Blackwater
was famous for, the company has faced
legal issues, forced it to look for a safe
haven for resuming its security activities.
This is what actually happened, when the
UAE government contracted the com-
pany to establish a secret mercenary
force. To cover its bad reputation, Black-
water has changed its name to "XE" in
2010. According to the "New York
Times", the company received US$529
million for the formation of a secret force
composed of 800 foreign mercenaries to
carry out special tasks inside the UAE
and abroad, and to protect oil pipelines,
skyscrapers, and help the UAE to con-
front any internal or external threat. The
estimated salary is US$150 a day for
each fighter. According to the work car-
ried out by the battalion put
The fighter's salary rises when partici-
pates in fighting up to US$ 1,000 per
day.

Under the American-Saudi aggression
on Yemen and the UAE's participation in
the aggression and the invasion of the
country, Blackwater's mercenaries
appeared under the name of Colombian
soldiers. Colombia is considered a key
state to recruit Blackwater's fighters by
virtue of the American influence in this
country, which is described by many
observers as the "Israel of Latin Amer-
ica." The aggression resorted to bringing
foreign mercenaries to take part in the
war on Yemen after the aggression's
forces and local mercenaries failed to

achieve victories on the ground because
of the resilience and bravery of the army
and popular committees.

In addition to the great attacks that
have killed hundreds of invaders, the sec-
ond Tochka missile attack on Bab al-
Mandab hit various gatherings invading
Yemen, the American, Israeli, Saudi, Emi-
rati and Moroccan bloods have mixed in
the attack.

The revolution leader's speech

This fact was point to by the Mr.
Abdul-Malik Badr Eddin al-Houthi in his
recent speech on the occasion of the birth
anniversary of Prophet Mohammad,
stressing that the existing model in Aden,
Abyan and Lahj provinces confirms that
the US, Israel and Saudi Arabia, has
brought ISIS and al-Qaeda into Aden,
within the overwhelming chaos that over-
comes everything. The popular revolution
leader explained that the role of the ISIS
and al-Qaeda in the Arab region is to
undermine all existing entities, and to
strike the nation, to ready for a direct
occupation by America and Israel. He
said: "This is the role of ISIS and al-
Qaeda. This is what is meant to be. We
saw what those want to be in our country..
Blackwater is the face of America, it is
the will of America, and it is American
project along with ISIS and al-Qaeda in
Yemen and the Arab countries."

He added in-depth outline: One of the
most important lessons we learnt from the
underway events that the blood of the
Americans, Israelis and Saudi Arabians,
and UAE, ISIS and al-Qaeda as well, was
mixed in the Bab al-Mandab Tochka
attack. There, they were all together in the
same trench, in one project, in one ten-
dency. Their blood was mixed because
they are all one thing, one trend, and they
all serve one project.
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Twitter to change
homepage to customize

tweet displays

witter made a dramatic product change on
Wednesday 2-17-2016, saying it will recast the
way it displays tweets on its homepage by custo-
mizing them to individual users, instead of uni-
formly displaying tweets in reverse chronological
order.

The change to the timeline - as the main page is
known - is also designed to appeal to advertisers
and brands by giving more prominence to high-
quality tweets from their accounts, but they can-
not pay to have their tweets surface higher.

The change comes just hours before Twitter
reports fourth-quarter earnings to investors, who
have been pressuring the company to increase
user growth and ad revenue by making the prod-
uct easier to use.
qReports that Twitter could be changing the time-
line surfaced last week, prompting laments by
users tweeting with the hashtag #RIPTwitter.
They said using a customized, or algorithmic,
timeline - similar to Facebook's News Feed -
meant Twitter would lose one of its signature fea-
tures. qln testing the new timeline, Twitter wrote
in a blog post that it saw increased user interac-
tion with advertisers' tweets and tweets about live
events. Advertisers have said their ads can get lost
in the reverse-chronological timeline.

Twitter said it analyzed how wusers have
engaged with billions of tweets to determine what
they are most interested in. When users open their
timeline, they will see several tweets from the
past several hours that Twitter thinks they are
most likely to interact with. Underneath it they
will see the traditional reverse-chronological
timeline.

Users can choose to opt out of the new algo-
rithmic timeline. Jack Dorsey, Twitter's chief
executive and co-founder, tried to reassure users
in a series of tweets last week that Twitter would
remain the place for live news and commentary.

"Twitter is real-time. Twitter is about who &
what you follow. And Twitter is here to stay! By
becoming more Twitter-y," Dorsey wrote. "We're
going to continue to refine it to make Twitter feel
more, not less, live!"
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Why some Brits choose Islamic prayer
over partying...From pg21

offering men and women of all races and classes the chance to address God directly .

with no priestly hierarchy in the middle. But instead they found themselves caught up in
sectarian and ethnic rivalry, pitting say, Somali mosques against Pakistani ones. Many
converts are drawn to Islam by Sufism, the faith’s mystical strain, and find themselves
unwelcome in mosques where the stripped-down form of Islam known as Salafism pre-
vails. Converts could find themselves in a no-man’s-land, estranged from their own fami-
lies but not fully accepted by “heritage Muslims” because they were seen as untrained in
the faith or even as fifth columnists.

Through all these stories, one thing stands out. In all manner of ways, from consumer
products to moral values to personal styles, Western culture of the 21st century lauds
variety, choice, experimentation. A Westerner who converts to Islam is making a self-
conscious move in a diametrically opposite direction: accepting non-negotiable rules in
respect of diet, dress, sexual and social behaviour. Perhaps the prolixity of mainstream
culture makes the uncompromising strictness of Islamic rules more attractive to a signifi-
cant minority. And somehow or other, Western societies will have to accommodate both
impulses, without slipping into a permanent state of cultural war or as a Muslim would
say, fitna.
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Environment

In order to make fiscally and environ- our environment.
mentally sound decisions regarding
the potential purchase and installation These issues require answers.
of artificial turf in their communities,
decision makers must consider all In a world where we all want the
short- and long-term issues and con- best for our children and where
cerns. professional or even high school
Artificial turf is being widely pro- level coaches want the best for
moted as a cost-efficient, environmen- their athletes, we search for solu-
tally- and user-friendly product that tions that on the surface may
can replace natural grass on sports seem the perfect answer. As
fields and home lawn areas. experience has proven time and
Unfortunately a large number of again, "If it seems too good to be % [
unsubstantiated claims are being made true, it probably is," is an adage of RESW O i \ f I,-l ‘
by promoters of the new-generation worthy of contemplation when I A NN J BT !'
artificial turf products (particularly consideration is being given to LY e "r [ 3~ K
those that incorporate ground rubber constructing an artificial turf f J’

Vi
.' uﬂb Ji,m oo i gl

Serious Questions About New-Generat

as part of their base). area. While "fraud" is a highly —

Claims made by many artificial pro-  charged word, some claims made 6 ol ey 5l C““j“ us-l‘ e N LR ST M
moters include some or all of the fol- by some artificial turf companies ) o) e ldl Les U8 O 5uds Slel b s e &-.?J; M Lo Sl Aab VS5 &
lowing: may fall within the legal defini- el Lalps el ) I Ll o - v‘f—mb 130 Lo el pod Uiy b 48 )

Artificial surfaces have a life expec- tion of that term, while other JSey LA\ Lo BIL e 3 L Gl VS5 B il ceee LS
tancy of 15 to 20 years. claims may only be deceptive, oo s Slulps O] (s ol Sl ey el
Initial purchase and installation costs over-statements, misstatements legllas 3 Olpcasll dgizaly 259 ks ‘QJ Bgds LY ‘U"".f e
are quickly offset by the absence of on or misunderstandings. e o A Yeod o bkl o Lomo ;e LY o5 s 53 5L
going, maintenance costs. The issues raised by the fol- sl . 25,80 Ol PES GV U UL T3 s LS oL
Safety of the artificial playing surface lowing question.s are inteqded to Ul 0% oy I L 51y sas Ul ¢l SRS P AR uu) IS, i i
1s.un.-matched by natural turfgrass.. assist in the d601§10n—mak1ng i 0l Ll e CL“‘ ol By ally Lo osls el iy A y
Significant questions about the valid- process by focusing on real and il Sa SR oY e v . 2 N e
; . . 5ok die) ol b | glanl (s g 2 48 a1 581 L g A8 Mg
ity of these claims deserve answers. serious areas of concern. - 2 , st il 3 T

. 9J>-\(<.~a.;;,.:-§)u‘_;l.:-g_,.’.u I3 = > A%UjJ\ju.a\J.A’})\w&
Of equal or greater concern are ques- Insist on answers to these con- = N

ions that typically will not arise dur- cerns. oo | SR e ‘ T -
ing the normal artificial turf sales T = U“:‘S ‘)J”“’J T 4}4& o i;..aj U ULy sy dludloda
presentation process, in particular HEALTH CONCERNS “\—" ol u—’" b—cf:w ﬁJL":'-” l“"‘“ . 4.1;5; LS ,.L\ o L;AS o }?J\
issues related to the health and safety Lo bliwe Jui L, Y :j-t‘ “AlSS ‘J 4""‘:‘ o2l S S Y
of our children and serious threats to Health and safety are two major 1AM O judl gy 095 pdas R & Ol 3 lee 2651
ISiry Ly onlaall JULLYI casleo e 0L dones 51U
-JJS;‘ U"“-l?”\}—‘:a—c")l—gj ;\ﬁ\u\_wd.qu_Ub)}_@.?

principles that guide many of the deci- being used (if any), versus ground

sions individuals, parents, athletes and tire rubber?
coaches as well as appointed and What is the heavy-metal and/or toxic
w ‘ M M ‘ elected officials must make on a daily material analysis of the ground rub-
- basis. When decisions impact children ber?

or the environment, ignorance is no What are the short- and long-term

c A L L M I c excuse, neither is falling under the health effects for athletes and specta-
=il guile of an agenda- or commission- tors to the inhalation of the ground

driven salesperson. rubber dust?

Ground tire rubber is used in some What are the health concerns related
artificial fields as an impact-softening to the ingestion of ground rubber
base. The toxic content (including particles that takes place from slid-
heavy metals) of tires prohibits their ing face-first on the surface or drop-
disposal in landfills or through ocean ping and re-inserting a particle-
dumping. Yet, this toxic material is covered mouth-piece onto the field?
being allowed (in large quantities)

r where children and professional ath- Temperatures on artificial fields
‘ RETAIL .. WHOLESALE | letes come into direct contact with it. have been documented to be
| Should the presence of potentiall upwards of 86.5 degrees (F) hotter
| w w w . M A x B I D E T . C 0 M | toxic ground rIl)lbber ona sI;)orts ﬁelc}il than natural grass fields under iden-
f i or home lawn be a concern to deci- tical conditions. For example, at one
( 5 86) 604 — 9 3 5 9 sion-makers, athletes, coaches, specta- location, when the natural grass sur-
i tors and parents? face temperature was 93.5 degrees
meIStI n@yahﬂﬂ.Cﬂm For thoselzj firms who make claims of (F), the measured artificial field tem-
using shredded athletic shoes, what perature was 180 degrees (F)...
Installation Available With Warrenty percentage of this type of rubber is To read the rest of the article please

go to : www.turfgrasssod.org
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imonos are one of the most comfortable choices

for maternity clothes, specially during the spring
and summer time. That's why I'll tell you how to
wear kimonos during pregnancy, for the ultimate
maternity style.

Start by looking for fringed, embroidered and
floral kimonos, since the boho-look is currently
trending, and no, you don't have to shop for
kimonos from the maternity clothes section.
There are so many ways to wear kimonos during
pregnancy, but the most important maternity style
tip that I can give you, is to keep your outfit sim-
ple and let the kimono do the statement. I
selected a few maternity street style looks, to
show you how to wear kimonos during preg-
nancy. You'll see that you can team them up with
a simple top and a pair of jeans, over a fitted
maternity dress, or even as a cover-up with your
favorite swimsuit.

If you're expecting and your baby bump is get-
ting bigger by the day, then you must-have a
kimono in your wardrobe. So check out the pho-
tos below to see how to wear kimonos during
pregnancy.
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als and communities?”’

“There is little public awareness of immaterial
heritage,” Nagy con-tended. “Cultural heritage
does not end with monuments and col-lections of
objects. Habits, dress, adornment, scarification,
ceremo-nies, beliefs, food and gait —
every-thing speaks.”

Nagy says that nations reside in a “cultural terri-
tory”, where customs, superstitions, rituals, man-
ners, be-liefs and experiences are shared and
which is formed by the people who give it life
and definition, rather than within lines on a map.

Her aim is to make this deeply human territory
visible and to con-tribute to safeguarding it. In
doing so, she seeks to pay tribute to the diversity
of people and views in our world and to contrib-
ute to the pro-tection of the plurality of narratives
of the one, same human experience.

nsigpt into S
n‘ ‘ - : ]

Photographer and author Eniko Nagy talks about her English-Arabic bilingual poetic
picture book Sand in My Eyes: Suda-nese Moments, giving rare insight into one of the

dan’s daily life

largest countries in Africa, which is very little known.

Dunia El-Zobaidi-“My London -

intention was to investigate the
poetic rhythm of everyday life in an
environment [as] people relate to
crisis.”

With those words, photographer
and author Eniko Nagy introduced
her English-Arabic bilingual poetic
picture book Sand in My Eyes:
Suda-nese Moments, giving a rare
insight into one of the largest coun-
tries in Africa, which is very little
known.

Nagy, a former German
devel-opment adviser, spent nine
years in Sudan collecting everyday
mo-ments through photography and
recording or writing down the
spo-ken word. She travelled
30,000km in some of the hardest-
to-reach re-gions of the world and
under harsh conditions, to compile
her work.

Initially sent to North Kordofan
state in central Sudan to help
ex-pand civil society organisations,
Nagy capitalised on the occasion to
acquire an in-depth knowledge of
the hidden treasures in remote
ar-eas of Sudan.

“The picture I saw was in stark
contrast to the common narrative
about Sudan as another conflict-
ridden African country where the
people are poor and need help. I

felt this paralysing narrative has
seized a land from its people. A
place that is expected to see itself as
a failure and a mere recipient of
help,” Nagy said

Instead of returning to Germany
after finishing her job, Nagy
dedi-cated more time to a country
she learned to love. She encoun-
tered members of more than 45
tribes and ethnic groups and col-
lected more than 26,000 photos and
2,500 piec-es of oral proverbs, leg-
ends, myths, poetry and songs.

“I set out to document moments
through photography and spoken
word in the day-to-day life of
dif-ferent cultures in Sudan. To
[have them] speak on behalf of their
coun-try, their identity, their beauty
and, beyond that, to reclaim the
narra-tive for the people and their
culture. I felt that if | had left with-
out doing that, I would have not
done justice to the place,” Nagy
said.

The exhibition shows Sudan’s
rich and varied cultural patterns,
traditions, landscapes and daily
rit-uals. It covers fundamental
aspects of life in Sudan, including
sense of freedom in nomadic life,
sense of community, how people
settle dis-putes, concepts of gene-
rosity and kindness, of masculinity

and femi-ninity, homemaking, scar-
ification, gait, dress, rituals, cere-
monies, spiritual life and respect
for elders.

“Their simple life, utter kindness
and generosity reflect a particular
life philosophy. I was fascinated by
it. Encounters with people in tough
living conditions, felt dignified,
joy-ous and rich and were marked
by sophisticated codes of conduct
and respectful, artful communica-
tion. I felt it deserves to be seen in
all its beauty,” Nagy explained.

Mansour Khalid, former
minis-ter of Foreign Affairs of the
repub-lic of Sudan in his foreword
to the Sand in My Eyes said: “Ms
Nagy was neither seeking eco-
nomic reward nor academic distinc-
tion, though she deserves both for
her excellent work. That selfless
dedication to an unsolicited under-
taking has proved that hers is a
labour of love. Her suc-cess in knit-
ting together over time and space a
clear picture of Sudan’s diverse cul-
tures, which were ei-ther concealed
behind a morass of academic fraud
or obscured by mis-reading or mis-
understanding Suda-nese cultures.”

Nagy said that in asking what
“Su-danese” is, she found herself
ques-tioning “Who are we? What
makes us who we are, as individu-

On the difficulties she encoun-tered
while compiling her work, Nagy
said she had to learn to ma-noeuvre
through Khartoum’s busi-ness
world and with government offi-
cials, for fundraising and per-mits,
in a language she didn’t speak ini-
tially.

“It took one and a half years to
convince Sudanese companies to
cover most of the costs of travel,
production, printing and shipping of
the book. It was a [hard] task to
work on management and
admin-istration, imports and ship-
ment in a very challenging work
environ-ment,” Nagy said.

In the book, traditional
narra-tives — proverbs, legends,
myths, poems, laments, ritual
verses and anecdotes from all over
Sudan — are arranged with the
photos to cover a day in Sudan
across its different cultures.

The London showing of the
exhi-bition is co-presented by the
Bru-nei Gallery, SOAS and the
Embassy of the Republic of Sudan
and is to tour to Germany, Austria,
the Neth-erlands, Norway, Belgium,
France, Italy, Spain, the United
States and Sudan.

Sand in My Eyes will be
show-ing at the Brunei Gallery
London through March 19th.
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“Bailout” Mustang Is Up
for Sale

Anyone can restomod a ’60s pony or mus-
cle car, but it’s the finest and most exact-
ing details that really separate the aver-
age from the extraordinary. Arguably
leading today’s pack of custom car crea-
tors are Jim and Mike Ring, the duo
behind Wisconsin’s Ringbrothers, and it’s
not hard to see why.

Flawless on all accounts, each Ring-
brothers creation has a personality and a
name all its own. This one, a 1966 Ford
Mustang fastback, is known as “Bailout”
and if you’ve fallen madly in love with it,
you’re in luck. The muscled-up Mustang
has hit the eBay auction block.

At a tall $229,000, it’s not what you’d
call cheap, but then again there isn’t an
inch of this car that hasn’t been touched
or styled. Bailout sits low on a set of sin-
ister Forgeline wheels, around which the
fenders have been nipped and tucked. A
racy coilover suspension balances the car
at all four corners. And the fastback body
now boasts a gracefully tucked rear
bumper, staggered billet taillights, and an
aggressive custom maw with air inlets
galore. All told, the entire build took four
months from start to finish.

As for the interior, it’s a mix of modern
day performance and ’60s good looks,
without being too race car spartan.
Vibrant red Classic Industries gauges line
the dashboard and give way to a sleek
grab handle on the passenger’s side,
while driver and passenger are treated to
a pair of Recaro racing seats. The busi-
ness end of a Hurst shifter pops up out of
the floor, met with a Tremec six-speed
manual gearbox on the other side. The
engine? It’s a big one.

\ /

The 600-HP Ringbrothe@
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22077 Mound Road
Warren, MI 48091
Between B Mile & 9 Mile Rd

10365 Haggerty St
Dearborn, Ml 48126
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#1 Driving Academy is one of Michigan State’s premier transportation institutions. And Michigan Work Assosiate,
Give us a call today for free information on how we can help kick start your career in the transportation industry|
We also offer one-on-one training and are willing to work around your busy schedule.
Michigan Class A CDL Preparation.

Refresher courses for Michigan CDL License or any other STATE.

CDL Permit classes provided by instructorand PC Questioner.
Emphasis on Safety training.

Map reading, Trip planning, Log Book compliancy.

Among many other skills you will need to be a successful truck driver,

Telephone: (586)619-7552 / (313)983-9831 info@numberldrivingacademy.com Website: mmbu1dﬁﬁngécadéw-:nm
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To advertise in the Arab American today magazine 313-409-9541
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THE PALESTIMNIAN CHILDREM CARE
www.peacedchildren.org
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WITH SPECIAL GUESTS
AMER ZAHR &
TURAB BELADI
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MARCH 4TH AT FORDSON HIGH SCHOOL
13800 FORD RD. DEARBORN, MI 48126

DOORS OPEN AT 7PM

WWW.PEACECURES.ORG

f peacedchildren % peace 4children peace.4.children [] (313)566-2464

newers rooar ASSAF.EVENTBRITE.COM
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HAMZEH PHARMACY

MOHAMMAD & NANCY
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Hamzeh Pharmacy South Dix Pharmacy
10437 W. Warren 9925 Dix
Dearborn, MI 48126 Dearborn, MI 48120
(313) 582-1670 (313) 841-2272
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Emergency Gampaign to Support Humanitarian Relief Work
for Taiz in particular and all over Yemen

F00d Basket
R AL

$100

WAY'S TO DONATE

send to: call Online nnnaunn Bank Account
P 0.BOK 941112  1-800-425-1647 www.purehands.org CHASE Bank Account
PLANO TX 75094 #470999983

Pure Hands # info@purehands.org +1-800-425-1647
P.O. Box# 941112 Plano, TX 75094 f Purehandformankind.net i a72-372-0325




The Community
For Over
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BUY - SELL - TRADE

7AUTO SALES guape
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FOR MORE DETAILS VISIT www.topgearz.com

3540 E.Davison™ Detroit ,MI 48212 haniomasan@gmail.com

13- 368- 7000 hamza.omasan@gmail.com




