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Water is a basic necessity,
not a market commodity

or luxury

The American Human Council (AHRC-USA)
joins the rest of the human rights community in
expressing its deep concern over the city of Flint’s
water crisis and its impact on the citizens of Flint.
The Flint water crisis is a serious public safety
concern that merits serious and urgent attention.
The root cause of the crisis should be identified
and those responsible need to be held accountable.
 The Flint water crisis is part of a bigger water
crisis in Michigan. The ongoing Detroit water
issue and the thousands of poor residents who
could not afford to pay for the water services are
left without water, a most basic human necessity.
 Water is not just another market commodity, it
is a public good and a public service of vital
importance. This importance was recognized by
the UN General Assembly in Resolution 641292
passed on 28 July 2010 designating water and
sanitation as human rights. A human being cannot
enjoy all the other human rights they have unless
they have access to clean and affordable water. As
identified by the UN, this water has to be
“sufficient,” “safe,” “acceptable,” “physically
accessible” and “affordable.” The crises in Flint
and Detroit indicate that the State of Michigan is
not paying enough attention to water as a human
right to a significant number of Michigan citizens.
 AHRC calls upon all Michigan elected officials
to rise above partisanship and deal with this most
basic of human right. There is also the hazardous
waste disposal issue that should be handled fairly.
AHRC calls upon the federal, state and local
government to work together to bring these crises
to a resolution.
 “We are deeply troubled that the great State of
Michigan is not providing all its citizens with
access to safe and affordable water,” stated Imad
Hamad, AHRC Executive director. “Water is not a
fungible good, it is a common good and a public
service, whether one is rich or poor, they have the
human right of access to sufficient, safe,
acceptable, physically accessible and affordable
water- all goals set by the UN and applicable to all

the nations on earth,” added Hamad.

For more on the UN and the human right to

water and sanitation,
please visit: http://www.un.org/waterforlifedecade/
human_right_to_water.shtml MBN Digital 
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SANA'A, Dec. 08 (Saba) - At least
three children are being killed every
day in Yemen, many of them as a
direct result of the use of explosive
weapons in populated areas, accord-
ing to international children's charity,
Save the Children.
 Their new briefing, Nowhere safe
for Yemen's children: the deadly

impact of explosive
weapons in Yemen, says
children are being bom-
barded daily by intensive
airstrikes, shelling and
rocket attacks. It is call-
ing for civilians to be
protected and for the UK
Government to stop sell-
ing arms to all warring
parties including Saudi
Arabia.
 More than 1,500 chil-

dren have been killed or injured since
violence escalated in March accord-
ing to the UN many of them due to
explosive weapons like missiles and
large aircraft bombs, artillery shells,
rockets, mortars and improvised
explosive devices (IEDs). Yemen now
has the highest number of casualties

owing to explosive weapons in the
world, following Syria.
 The briefing includes a range of
unheard children's voices who say
they are terrified by the daily bom-
bardment, including 15-year-old
Zaid, whose brother was killed by an
air strike while playing outside.
 "As soon as I heard it I ran out of
the house to look for him. I saw lots
of people standing around the bodies
and injured people. Then I saw that
my brother was lying on the ground.
He was missing his arm and his body
was burnt."
 "Before my brother's death I was
not afraid. But now I stay at home all
the time as I am too scared to be out-
side on the street," he said.
 The impact of explosive weapons
on children's smaller, more delicate
bodies is particularly severe and they
suffer complex injuries requiring spe-
cialist care and surgery.
 Edward Santiago, Country Direc-
tor of Save the Children in Yemen,
says: "It's bitterly ironic that the very
health facilities needed to treat
injured children have often been
damaged or destroyed by explosive
weapons themselves."
 "Even when facilities survive, the
combination of a de facto blockade
on imports, insecurity and restrictions
on humanitarian access means they
do not have enough medical supplies
and fuel to function properly. A
shocking 600 hospitals have now shut
due to shortages of supplies and staff
or being damaged."
 The breakdown of Yemen's health
system means more than 14 million
people are now without the basics
like antibiotics and vaccines, and risk
dying of preventable diseases like
diarrhoea, pneumonia and malaria.
 When heavy explosive weapons
are used in populated areas like cities,
towns and villages, they expose civil-
ians to predictable and huge risk
because of their devastating wide
area effects. The UN Secretary-
General and the President of the
International Committee of the Red
Cross in October issued a "joint

warning" that called on states to stop
using heavy explosive weapons in
populated areas.
 Furthermore and worryingly, these
weapons also have a 'failure rate'
meaning they could remain unex-
ploded only for children to pick them
up or walk over them, causing loss of
limbs or death.
 Ten-year-old Mohammed says: "I
was playing in the street and one of
my friends found a strange thing on
the ground. He took it and was play-
ing with it when it started shooting
fire. A few seconds later it exploded.
We were all injured. People came to
take us to hospital and later I found
out that three of my friends had been
killed, including my best friend. I was
in the hospital for a long time and had
to have many operations. Now I hate
everyone who uses weapons."
 Save the Children's partner organi-
sation YEMAC (Yemen Executive
Mine Action Centre) has already
begun demining activities in the
south, including warning children and
their families what unexploded weap-
ons look like. Alongside mine aware-
ness, Save the Children is treating
malnutrition and providing health-
care, water and psychosocial support
to children.
 The charity is calling for an imme-
diate ceasefire in Yemen. In the
meantime, it is urging all parties to
the conflict to stop using explosive
weapons with wide-area effects in
populated areas, and for the UK to
stop selling arms to Saudi Arabia and
other countries involved in the Yemen
conflict.
 Santiago adds: "The UK prides
itself on being a world leader on
responding to humanitarian crises yet
its reluctance to publicly condemn the
human cost of conflict in Yemen
gives the impression that diplomatic
relations and arms sales trump the
lives of Yemen's children.
 "The UK Government must not
stand by while children are being
bombed, it must demand that civilian
lives and civilian facilities like hospi-
tals are protected."

Saudi aggression 
against Yemen

Explosive weapons killing Yemeni 
children: Save the Children

................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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Saudi aggression
against Yemen

Saudi aggression destroys
136 mosques in Sana'a

SANA'A, Jan. 21 (Saba) – The Saudi-led coali-
tion has destroyed 136 mosques in all districts of
Sana'a province.
 More than 49 mosques have been targeted
directly and others damaged indirectly, said
Ayman Abdulqader, director general of endow-
ments and guidance office in Sana'a province.
 Abdulqader explained that 19 mosques have
been destroyed in Sanhan and Bani Bahlol dis-
tricts, 13 mosques in Hamdan, five mosques in
Belad al-Aros, three in each of Bani Matar and
Nehm, four mosques in Khawlan and al-Haimah
al-Dakhelia and one mosque in each of Jihana
and Bani Hushaish.
 He affirmed that over 80 per cent of the
destroyed mosques are part of the heritage and
religious history of Yemen, especially those have
exceeded hundreds of years old, like the mosque
and shrine of Imam al-Sana'ani.
 The director general of Endowments office
called on the humanitarian organizations and the
international community to quickly intervene to
stop the brutal Saudi aggression on all the ele-
ments of life in Yemen.

UN envoy: No date set for
next Yemen negotiations

SANA’A - The UN envoy to Yemen Ismail Ould
Cheikh left Sana’a on Thursday 1-14-2016, after
a few-day visit to the country in an effort to hold
new round of talks between the Yemeni warring
parties.“No date was determined for holding the
coming consultations,” Ould Cheikh said in a
statement to media before departing Sana’a Inter-
national Airpot However, he described his talks
with the political parties in Sana’a as positive in
their most, confirming keenness to implement all
the outputs of the negotiations held last Decem-
ber in Switzerland.
 The UN envoy asserted that he would continue
the consultations with Ansarullah and the General
Peoples’ Congress (GPC) in order to reach addi-
tional steps regarding confidence-building in pre-
lude for the next negotiations.
 It was agreed, during the visit, on sending a
delegation from the United Nations headed by the
humanitarian coordinator to visit Taiz province
and a number of the afflicted provinces in order
to provide aid and deliver them to the affected
people in those provinces, he said. 
 He stated that his visit to Yemen is not the first
and will not be the last, but there will be future
visits especially to Taiz and other provinces soon.
 Ould Cheikh affirmed the release of two for-
eigners had been held in Yemen, as well as
Abdulrazaq al-Ashwal and four of political acti-
vists and journalists, pointing out that he got offi-
cial assurances from Ansarullah on the safety of
each of Mahmoud al-Subaihi, Nasser Mansour
and Fisal Rajab. The UN envoy arrived on Sun-
day in Sana’a to hold talks with Yemeni political
parties in order to resume a new round of negoti-
ations.

| "
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Muslims around the world

The ethnic roots of China’s Uighur crisis

ment blamed the Uighurs for the
attack.
Members of the Uighur diaspora con-
tend that the Chinese government is
committing genocide against their
people. For example, the U.S.-based
Uighur Human Rights Project, which
advocates for human rights in East
Turkestan, says close to 700 Uighurs
were killed from 2013 to 2014.
“Although these numbers should not
be considered definitive … they are
indicative of deterioration in security
conditions since Xi Jinping became
Chinese president,” the organization
said earlier this year...

The rest on this link : The ethnic roots
of China’s Uighur crisis

by Usaid Siddiqui

Last month Chinese authorities in
the predominantly Uighur province
of Xinjiang reportedly ordered civil
servants, students and teachers not to
fast and restaurants to remain open
during the Muslim holy month of
Ramadan. Similar allegations were
made last year.
 Unsurprisingly, the report was met
with widespread outcry outside
China. The global protests even
forced the Chinese Foreign Ministry
to address the allegations in press
conference with reporters on July 6.
 “Uighur is one of the 56 ethnic
minorities in China. More than 10
million Uighur Turks are living hap-
pily and peacefully,” ministry
spokeswoman Hua Chunying told
reporters in Beijing, denying the
ban. “These people have the free-
dom of religion under the Chinese
Constitution.”
 There is little independent report-
ing from Xinjiang, but China rou-
tinely denies allegations of religious
persecution against its Uighur popu-
lation. The ruling Communist Party
is officially atheist, and therefore
some implicit bias is to be expected.
But it is erroneous to conclude that
the Uighur crisis is solely religious.
The Uighur nationalists’ desire for
more autonomy has long been at
odds with China’s centralization pol-
icy. If anything, Chinese authorities
are using the “war on terrorism” as a
cover to demolish the Uighur peo-
ple’s nationalist aspirations.

A struggle for autonomy

The Uighur struggle for self-rule
arguably dates back to the 18th cen-
tury, when the Qing dynasty con-
quered the Xinjiang province and
incorporated it into China. Uighur
nationalists organized several upris-
ings against the dynasty, which ruled
China until the early 20th century. In
1949, Mao Zedong’s forces thwarted
Uighur aspirations by imposing total
control over Xinjiang, setting off the
protracted tensions that have charac-
terized the Uighur-state relations to
date.
 The Chinese government often
blames violent episodes in the trou-
bled province on Uighur separatists,
attributing at least 200 violent inci-
dents, including bombings and
assassinations, to them from 1990 to
2001. But the violence and Uighur
demonstrations have decreased since
the late 1990s. Tensions escalated
again in 2008, when a military
police unit in Kashgar in western
China was attacked during the Beij-
ing Summer Olympics. The govern-
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Federal Reserve. "At a time of already
significant change and regional geopolitical
instability, politically conservative regimes
such as the GCC are unlikely to decide to
increase uncertainty about their economic
stability by amending this fundamental
macroeconomic policy," S&P said.
 The inflationary and social repercussions of a
lower exchange rate are likely to outweigh the
benefit to the fiscal budget, the agency said.
 If the exchange rate loses value as a result of
de-pegging, the GCC states could become less
attractive to foreign investors, it added.
 Saudi Arabia last week said its currency was
stable despite volatility in the futures market
and that it would maintain the peg to the dollar.
"In our view, the GCC pegs are to a large
degree consistent with the reliance of their
economies, to varying degrees, on US dollar-
based oil revenues," S&P said.
 "Over the longer term, should GCC
economies continue to diversify, the case for
more exchange rate flexibility is likely to
become more convincing," it said.

NEW YORK - Gulf states are not expected to
drop their long-term monetary link to the US
dollar after the sharp drop in oil prices and fiscal
reserves, Standard and Poor's said Tuesday 1-19-
2016.
 "We expect (Gulf Cooperation Council) GCC
countries to maintain the exchange rate peg over
the medium term, mainly because we assess GCC
states as having sufficient funds available to
defend their currencies," the ratings agency said.
 Five of the GCC states -- Bahrain, Oman,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and United Arab Emirates --
peg their currencies to the greenback while
Kuwait links its dinar to a basket of currencies.
 Due to the sharp drop in oil prices, most GCC
states have posted a budget deficit and resorted to
their fiscal reserves to finance the shortfall.
 Speculation has increased recently about GCC
states ending the dollar peg in favour of a flexible
exchange rate regime because of the divergence
between slowing GCC economies and the US
economy.
 Last month, most GCC states raised their
interest rates to follow similar measures by the US

S&P says Gulf
states likely to
keep dollar peg
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Bible:

Indeed the incident of
the migration of the
Prophet and his
persecuted followers is
vividly described in
Isaiah 21:13-17.  That
section foretold as well
about the battle of
Badr, in which the few
ill-armed faithful
miraculously defeated
the men of Kedar, who
sought to destroy Islam
and intimidate their
own folks who turned
to Islam.
Out of Context
Coincidence:
 Is it possible that the
numerous prophecies
cited here are,
individually and
combined, all out of
context
misinterpretations?  Is
the opposite true, that
such infrequently
studied verses support
each other consistently
and clearly, pointing to
the advent of the man
who changed the
course of human
history, the Prophet
Muhammad ?  Is it
reasonable to conclude
that all of these
prophecies, appearing
in different books of
the Bible and spoken
by various prophets at
different times, were all
coincidence?
 As was mentioned
before, God has said
about the prophet
mentioned in
Deuteronomy 18, who
is Muhammad : “If
anyone does not listen
to my words that the
prophet speaks in my
name, I myself will call
him to account.”
(Deuteronomy 18:19).2

The Prophet, The
Paraclete, Is
Muhammad :

Up to the time of Jesus
(peace be upon him),
the Jews were still
awaiting for the
prophet like Moses
prophesied in
Deuteronomy 18:18.
When John the Baptist
came, they asked him if
he was Christ and he
said, “I am not the
Christ.”  They asked
him if he was Elijah,
and he said, “I am not.”
Then, in apparent
reference to
Deuteronomy 18:18,
they asked him, “Are
you the Prophet?”  He
answered, “No.” (John
1:19-21).
 In the Gospel
according to John
(Chapters 14, 15, 16
KJV), Jesus spoke of
the “Paraclete” or
comforter who will
come after him, who
will be sent by God,
who will teach new
things which the
contemporaries of
Jesus could not bear.
While the Paraclete is
described as the spirit
of truth, (the meaning
of which resembles
Muhammad’s  famous
title al-amin, the
trustworthy), he is
identified in one verse
as the Holy Ghost
(John 14:26 KJV).
Such a designation is
however inconsistent
with the profile of that
Paraclete.  In the words
of the Dictionary of the
Bible (Ed. J.
Mackenzie), “These
items, it must be
admitted do not give an
entirely coherent
picture.”
 Indeed history tells
us that many early
Christians understood

 2) Genesis 17:4 reiterates God’s promise after
the birth of Ishmael and before the birth of Isaac.
 3) In Genesis, ch. 21, Isaac is specifically
blessed, but Ishmael was also specifically blessed
and promised by God to become “a great nation,”
especially in Genesis 21:13, 18.
 4) According to Deuteronomy 21:15-17, the
traditional rights and privileges of the first born
son are not to be affected by the social status of his
mother (being a free woman such as Sarah, Isaac’s
mother, or a “maidservant” as Hagar, Ishmael’s
mother).  This is only consistent with the moral
and humanitarian principles of all revealed faiths.
 5) The full legitimacy of Ishmael as Abraham’s
son and “offspring” and the full legitimacy of his
mother, Hagar, as Abraham’s wife, are clearly

stated in Genesis 21:13 and
16:3.
 After Jesus, the last Israelite
messenger and prophet, it was
time that God’s promise to
bless Ishmael and his
descendants be fulfilled.  Less
than 600 years after Jesus,
came the last messenger of
God, Muhammad , from the
progeny of Abraham through
Ishmael.  God’s blessings for
both of the main branches of
Abraham’s family tree were
now fulfilled.

Was The Shift of Religious
Leadership Prophesied:

Following the rejection of the last Israelite prophet,
Jesus, it was about time that God’s promise to
make Ishmael a great nation be fulfilled (Genesis
21:13, 18).
 Jesus said: “Therefore I tell you that the
Kingdom of God will be taken away from you and
given to a people who will produce its fruit.”
(Matthew 21:43).  Those people among Ishmael’s
descendants (the rejected stone in Matthew 21:42)
who were victorious against all superpowers of
their time as prophesied by Jesus: “He who falls on
this stone will be broken to pieces, but he on whom
it falls will be crushed.” (Matthew 21:44).

Muhammad’s  Migration Prophesied in the

the Paraclete to be a man and not a spirit.  This
might explain the followers who responded to
some who claimed, without meeting the criteria
stipulated by Jesus, to be the awaited “Paraclete.”
 It was the Prophet Muhammad  who was the
Paraclete, Comforter, helper, and admonisher sent
by God after Jesus.  He testified of Jesus, taught
new things which could not be borne at Jesus’
time, he spoke what he heard (the Holy Quran), he
dwells with the believers (through his well-
preserved teachings).  Such teachings will remain
forever because he was the last messenger of God,
the only Universal Messenger to unite the whole of
humanity under God, upon the path of preserved
truth.  He told of many things to come which came
to pass in the minutest detail,
meeting the criterion given by
Moses to distinguish between
the true prophet and the false
prophets (Deuteronomy 18:22
KJV).  He did “convict the
world of guilt in regard to sin
and righteousness and
judgment.” (John 16:8).

Blessings of Ishmael And
Isaac:

Abraham is widely regarded as
the Patriarch of monotheism
and the common father of the
Jews, Christians and Muslims.
Through His second son, Isaac,
came all Israelite prophets including such towering
figures as Jacob, Joseph, Moses, David, Solomon
and Jesus.  May peace and blessings be upon them
all.  The advent of these great prophets was in
partial fulfillment of God’s promises to bless the
nations of earth through the descendants of
Abraham (Genesis 12:2-3).1  Such fulfillment is
wholeheartedly accepted by Muslims whose faith
considers the belief in and respect of all prophets
an article of faith.
 Was the first born son of Abraham (Ishmael) and
his descendants included in God’s covenant and
promise?  A few verses from the Bible may help
shed some light on this question:
 1) Genesis 12:2-3 speaks of God’s promise to
Abraham and his descendants before any child was
born to him.

More Biblical
Prophecies on
the Advent of
Muhammad 
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NAIROBI - Republican White
House frontrunner Donald Trump's
call for a ban on Muslims entering
the US have been used by Somalia's
Shebab in a jihadist recruitment
video, a US monitoring group said
Saturday.
 The Al Qaeda-affiliated Shebab
use an excerpt from Trump's
December 7 speech to try and woo
Muslims in the West to wage jihad,
the SITE Intelligence Group
reported.
 In his speech, Trump proposed a
"total and complete shutdown" on
Muslims entering the US until the
US was "able to determine and
understand this problem" of Islamist
violence, following the killing of 14
people by a radicalised couple in
California.
 In the Shebab video, the Trump

soundbite is preceded by a speech by
the late Anwar al-Awlaki, a US-born
radical imam, calling on Muslims in
America to "flee the oppressive
Western atmosphere for the lands of
Islam".
 Al-Awlaki, who Washington alleges
was a senior Al Qaeda operative, was
killed by a US drone strike in Yemen in
September 2011.
 The video, which lasts more than 50
minutes, specifically targets black
youths, urging them to convert to Islam
and leave for the Somali battlefield
using footage of Malcolm X, protests
against police actions, and speeches of
white supremacists, SITE said.
 It portrays America as a country
hostile to its Muslim population, with
the narrator claiming that "in the
United States, basic human rights and
concepts such as justice, tolerance, and

the rule of law do not apply if you
are a Muslim".
 Trump's inflammatory remarks
sparked a wave of global outrage,
with his Democratic rival Hillary
Clinton warning that his words were
playing into the hands of extremist
groups.
 During a Democratic debate last
month, Clinton accused Trump of
being "ISIS's best recruiter,"
referring to the self-described
Islamic State group, and said the
radical jihadists were "going to
people showing videos of Donald
Trump insulting Islam and Muslims
in order to recruit more radical
jihadists."
 Trump hit back, accusing her of
lying, but Clinton's spokeswoman
insisted that his remarks were "being
used in social media by ISIS as

propaganda... to help recruiting,"
sourcing the information to groups that
monitor ISIS's online activities.
 US media outlets were unable to
find any footage evidence to back up
Clinton's initial claim.
 The video was uploaded onto
Twitter by the Al-Kataib Media
Foundation, a regular conduit for the
group's propaganda material, SITE
said.
 The Shebab was born out of the
Islamic Court Union, which controlled
central and southern Somalia for six
months in 2006, including the capital
Mogadishu.
 The insurgents, who were driven out
of Mogadishu in 2011, are fighting to
overthrow Somalia's internationally-
backed government, which is protected
by 22,000 African Union troops.

Jihadists use Donald Trump in new recruitment video

 Reports
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* CHALLENGES FACING AGRICULTURE
AND FOOD SECURITY
* Hezbollah rejects Syrian refugee camps in
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*  Regional Assessment of Displaced Syrians in
Informal Settlements within Syria and Neigh-
bouring Countries
*  Syria: Palestine Refugees - Humanitarian
Snapshot, February 2015
* An Elusive Courtship: The Struggle for Iraq’s
Sunni Arab Tribes

*Cost of US-led war against Isis is at least
$780m and growing
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Hijab Fashion: Dolce & Gab-
bana Releases Their First

Ever Abaya Collection

Yes! Dolce & Gabbana just released their
first ever abaya collection for Spring
2016. And just wait until you see the
abayas, you’ll literally fall in love with
the beautiful details put into the
designs. If you follow Stefano Gabbana
on Instagram - one of the two famous
house designers, then you've probably
seen a hint of the collection on his
Instagram.
 The colors of Dolce & Gabbana's first
hijab collection consisted of black, nudes
and hints of the signature Sicilian theme
they're known for. If you take a closer
look at the abayas, you’ll spot a beauti-
ful combination of fabrics lead by lace
and satin. Can’t wait to see the collec-
tion? Scroll down to see the pictures of
Dolce & Gabbana’s first ever abaya col-
lection that launched exclusively on
Style.com Arabia.
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Two studies cast doubt on
credibility of health

research
Two studies released Monday found major flaws
with a large number of research papers in the bio-
medical sciences, a problem that authors say
wastes billions and slows the pace of life-saving
research. One of the studies in the journal PLOS
Biology analyzed a random sample of 441 bio-
medical journal articles published in the last 15
years, and found that only one included a full
protocol of the information necessary for evaluat-
ing and replicating the research.
 Scientific studies are considered valid only if
they can be reproduced by outside teams of
researchers who come to the same conclusions
using independent methods.
 Furthermore, most of the studies did not say
where their funding came from, and did not
establish whether there were any conflicts of
interest.
 "We hope our survey will further sensitize sci-
entists, funders, journals and other science-
related stakeholders about the need to improve
these indicators," wrote the study authors, who
included prominent scientist John Ioannidis from
the Meta-Research Innovation Center at Stanford
University and Shareen Iqbal from Emory Uni-
versity.
 A separate study by researchers in Germany
examined hundreds of published experiments on
stroke and cancer research and found that most
did not contain sufficient information about how
many animals were used.
 In many papers, the number of animals used
over the course of the "vanished," making any
conclusions far less reliable.
 "The study began with an attempt to look at the
robustness of findings in a handful of preclinical
papers" said first author Constance Holman, a
researcher at Charite Universitatsmedizin.
 "But the sheer number of missing animals
stopped us in our tracks."
 When human subjects are part of a clinical
trial, information about how many took part is
considered crucial to the findings, and would not
be left out of the published study, the authors
said. An accompanying editorial in PLOS Biol-
ogy noted that a "credibility crisis" is ravaging
scientific research. For instance, a recent attempt
to replicate 100 psychology studies found that
only 39 percent could in fact be reproduced.
 Other previous research has found that "85 per-
cent of research investment in the biomedical sci-
ences -– or US $200 billion of the worldwide
investment in 2010 -– is wasted," it said.
 The journal is launching a new Meta-Research
Section aimed at improving standards.
 "With our new section on data-driven meta-
research, we aim to highlight that research about
research is an important area of science," wrote
editor Stavroula Kousta.
 "By creating a prominent forum in this field,
PLOS Biology will contribute to ongoing efforts
to improve research standards in the biological
sciences and beyond."

...................................................................................................................................................................................
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Travel & Tourism 

BY : Roua Khlifi

Carthage, Tunisia - Overlooking the
harbour, marble statues and
de-caying walls welcome visitors to
the ancient city of Carthage, which

once rivaled powerful empires and
ruled the Mediterranean. The
pano-ramic view from the city
reminds onlookers of battles fought
by men seeking to rule this land.
Today, it rests in reverent silence,

undis-turbed.
 Dating to the ninth century BC,
Carthage is now a residential sea-
side suburb endowed with beautiful
scenery and historic value. The
ru-ins of Carthage remain one of the
ar-ea’s most popular tourist attrac-
tions for the unique collection of
Punic and Roman archaeological
sites. Since 1979, the ruins of Car-
thage have been listed as UNESCO
World Heritage Site.
 Carthage was founded by
Phoeni-cians from Tyre under the
leader-ship of Princess Dido. Fleeing
her brother’s rule, Dido and her
com-panions found refuge in a place
where she established the city of
Carthage or Kart-hadasht — the
New City. Accounts of the
founda-tion of Carthage vary. One of
the most popular myths was that
Dido was granted by a Berber chief-
tain as much land as could be cov-
ered with a single oxhide. Dido is
said to have cut an oxhide into strips
that she used to circle the hill.
 “The story of Dido is surround-ed
with myths but there is always some
truth to the myth. The ar-chives of
the city of Tyre by histo-rian Justine
suggest that Dido fled the dictator-
ship of her brother. In this account,
the story of Dido com-prises all the
elements necessary for the birth of a
new civilisation: knowledge of poli-
tics, intelligence and strategising,”
said Abdelaziz Belkhodja, whose
writings about Carthage delve into
distinguishing facts from myth.
 Carthage became the capital of an
empire under Dido’s reign. It was
built on a triangular peninsula with
low hills. The location offered
ac-cess to the Mediterranean but still
shielded it from threats.
 The rise of Carthage resulted in
rivalry with Syracuse, Numidia and
Rome leading to a series of
inva-sions. It was during the lengthy
Pu-nic wars that Carthage occupied
ter-ritories that belonged to Rome
until it fell in the hands of the
Romans. Carthage was destroyed
and rebuilt.
 Carthage was an example of one
of the earliest forms of democracy.
Aristotle, the Greek philosopher,
wrote on Carthaginian politics and
deemed it one of the best govern-ing
systems, along with some Greek
states.
 “Aristotle mentioned that the
re-public of Carthage had one of the
best constitutions in the world. This
constitution was specific to the
re-public of Carthage and not an
imita-tion of the Greek one. The

republic of Carthage is possibly the
first de-mocracy in the world,” Belk-
hodja said.
 “Aristotle also said that Carthage
has never seen a tyrant or witnessed
an uprising against the ruler of Car-
thage. All this gives a fascinat-ing
portrait of the political system of Car-
thage.”
 In addition to Dido, Carthage gave
birth to the warrior Hannibal, the
navigator Hannon and the famous
agronomist Magon.
 “Carthage was the richest country
in the world back then. It was a
cos-mopolitan country where people
talk all languages. It was a museum
city, where people showcased the
artefacts. They did not put them in
museums but showcased them in
public,” Belkhodja said.
 Different civilisations succeeded in
Carthage, creating a unique his-tory
characterised by diversity. To-day,
visitors can explore the rich-ness of
the history and culture of Carthage
through Punic, Roman, Vandal,
Paleo-Christian and Arab ruins that
testify to the multicultur-alism of the
city.
 The major known components of
the site of Carthage are the Punic
ports, the ruins of Byrsa, the Punic
Tophet, theatre and amphitheatre.
The ruins of Carthage contain the
Antonine Baths, one of the larg-est
Roman baths outside of Rome. Car-
thage’s Punic heritage can also be
explored in the kiln and cem-etery.
 “Today, there is only little left of
the city as Rome destroyed Punic
Carthage and built on the old ru-ins.
But the archaeological site still con-
tains the Hannibal neighbour-hood…
It showed that Carthage re-mained
strong after the war,” Belk-hodja
said.
 “We are still uncovering the truth
about the history of Carthage. There
was a myth that Carthage people
used to sacrifice their children. We
found out it was a lie by Rome to jus-
tify the destruction of the town.”
 In 1985, the mayor of Carthage
and the mayor of Rome signed a
symbolic treaty to officially end the
conflict between their cities, which
technically lasted more than 2,100
years due to the absence of a peace
treaty.
 “Today we need the heritage of
Carthage to strive for a renaissance
and to revive the old values,
Belk-hodja said. “This is what we
need now: to be reminded of the
beauty and greatness of Carthage.”

The splendour of Carthage provides inspiration
Ru-ins of Carthage remain one of ar-ea’s most popular tourist
attractions for unique collection of Punic and Roman archaeo-
logical sites.
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Google reveals self-driving car
slip-ups

San Francisco: Google on Tuesday said that while its self-driving
cars have safely driven more than a million miles, there have
been times when humans have had to take over to avoid
crashing. System “anomalies” caused drivers to take the wheel
272 times in California test cars in the 14 months leading up to
December, Google said in a report to the California Department
of Motor Vehicles.
 The test period saw cars travel more than 420,000 miles
(676,000 kilometres) across the state. There were an additional
69 occasions when drivers seized control from automated
systems based on their own judgement calls, according to the
report. The most common cause for intervention occurred when
technology did not properly sense a real-world situation, the
report indicated.

‘Trend looks good’

 Google then plays out these situations on a simulator to reveal
whether the vehicle would have hit something had the human not
taken control, according to Chris Urmson, head of the internet
giant’s self-driving car team.
 Simulations determined that 13 of the 69 “driver-initiated
disengagements” would have resulted in crashes if the car had
been steering, the report indicated.
 Two of the incidents involved traffic cones and three were
blamed on reckless driving by someone in another vehicle.
 Eight of the near-misses took place over the 53,000 miles
travelled in California in 2014, while only five happened as the
cars logged a hefty 370,000 miles during the 2015 part of the
trial, according to Urmson.

“This trend looks good,” he said.
Urmson cautioned, however, that the number could actually rise
as Google self-driving cars are tested in trickier environments
such as dangerous weather or traffic. “On our test track, we run
tests that are designed to give us extra practice with rare or
wacky situations,” Urmson said. Engineers also use a powerful
simulator to generate scenarios and variations on circumstances.
 “Thanks to all this testing, we can develop measurable
confidence in our abilities in various environments,” Urmson
said. “This stands in contrast to the hazy variability we accept in
experienced human drivers — never mind the 16-year-olds we
send onto the streets to learn amid the rest of us.” Urmson was
not ready to declare self-driving cars safer than those controlled
by humans, but believed Google was making progress toward
getting them to market.

Drivers still needed
California Department of Motor Vehicles officials last month
proposed self-driving car regulations that would mandate that a
person be able to take the wheel if needed. California has the
potential to set precedent with its rules for self-driving cars, and
the proposed regulations were seen as sure to slow down the
technology’s progression as it heads mainstream. “DMV got it
exactly right and is putting our safety first,” said John Simpson,
director of non-profit Consumer Watchdog Privacy Project.
“How can Google propose a car with no steering wheel, brakes
or driver when its own tests” show so many failures, he added.
Overall Google’s self-driving vehicles have logged more than 1.3
million miles (2 million kilometres), the company said.
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