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GOP Candidate:
Muslim Can't Be US President

 “We call on our nation’s political
leaders – across the political spec-
trum - to repudiate these unconstitu-
tional and un-American statements
and for Carson to withdraw from the
presidential race.”
 Awad’s comments came a few
hours after Carson’s anti-Muslim
rants in which he said that that he
does not believe a Muslim should be
a US president.
 Responding to a question on "Meet
the Press,” Carson said that Islam
isn't consistent with the Constitution.
 He added that president's faith
should matter depending on what that
faith is. CAIR is scheduling a press
conference at its Capitol Hill head-
quarters to call on Republican Carson
to end his campaign.
 "To me this really means he is not
qualified to be president of the
United States," said the group's
spokesman, Ibrahim Hooper.
 "You cannot hold these kinds of
views and at the same time say you
will represent all Americans, of all
faiths and backgrounds."
 On his part, Al-Hajj Talib ‘Abdur-
Rashid, the Imam of the Mosque of
Islamic Brotherhood and a President
Emeritus of the Islamic Leadership
Council of New York, said that Ben
Carson doesn’t deserve to be presi-
dent. “Those who want to [take their
country back] by appealing to anti-
religious bigotry should be rejected,”
Imam Rashid wrote in a column in

the New York Daily News.
 “Send Carson back to writing
books during retirement, and Trump
back to real estate deals and non-
political celebrity TV shows.”

Criticism

Carson’s anti-Muslim comments
were also denounced by many Ameri-
can politicians who said that his
remarks reflected antiquated think-
ing. “You know, this is the year
2015,” Democratic presidential hope-

controversy with Republican presi-
dential candidate Ted Cruz saying
that excluding Muslims from presi-
dency is “unconstitutional.”
 “You know, the Constitution speci-
fies there shall be no religious test for
public office and I am a constitution-
alist,” the Texas senator was quoted
by the Des Moines Register.
 Despite facing fierce criticism,
Carson refused to apologize for Mus-
lims. His business manager said on
Monday, September 21, Carson will
not take back his Muslim comments.
 Pushing back against outrage, Car-
son campaign spokesman Doug Watts
said Carson will likely reach out to
members of the Muslim community.
 Watts added that there was a "huge
gulf" between the Muslim faith and
"American values.”
 "He did not say that a Muslim
should be prevented from running, or
barred from running in any way,"
Watts told NBC news.
 "He [Carson] just doesn't believe
the American people are ready for
that." Though there are no official
estimates, the US is home to from 7-8
million Muslims.
 An earlier Gallup poll found that
the majority of Americans Muslims
are loyal to their country and optimis-
tic about their future in the United
States.

ful Bernie Sanders told reporters, the
Washington Post reported.
 “You judge candidates for presi-
dent not on their religion, not on the
color of their skin, but on their ideas
on what they stand for. … I was very
disappointed in Dr. Carson’s state-
ment.” Meanwhile, Senator Lindsey
Graham called on Carson to apolo-
gize for Muslims, saying: “America
is an idea not owned by a particular
religion, race or anything else. Out of
many comes one.”
 Republicans also waded into the

Republican presidential candidate Ben Carson’s anti-Muslim remarks have drawn the ire of many Amer-
ican politicians and Muslim rights groups that called him to withdraw from the presidential race.“Carson
clearly does not understand or care about the Constitution, which states that ‘no religious test shall ever
be required as a qualification to any office,’” the Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) National
Executive Director Nihad Awad said in a statement obtained by OnIslam.net.
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Saudi
aggression against Yemen

but have so far been unsuc-
cessful. Their forces were
reported to have lost five sol-
diers “by fire from across its
border with Yemen” over the
weekend, according to the
Associated Press.
 Despite making gains
against the Houthis in Marib
and in Aden, the Gulf states
are paying a price for their
intervention in Yemen. The
UAE has lost the most troops
in combat since its establish-
ment in 1971. The coalition
continues to see armored
vehicles and even US-
supplied Abrams tanks cap-
tured or destroyed in both
Yemen and Saudi Arabia.
And while the coalition is
focused on combating the
Houthis, the intervention has
also had the effect of
strengthening al Qaeda in the
Arabian Peninsula (AQAP).
 AQAP has been able to
exploit the chaotic situation
and make several gains in the
country. The jihadist group
captured the coastal city of
Mukallah in Hadramout prov-
ince in April and freed over
300 prisoners after overrun-
ning the city’s prison. As the
Houthis were overrunning
Sanaa, AQAP was able to
capture a military base in
Shabwa province. AQAP
reportedly also captured sev-
eral districts inside the strate-
gic port city of Aden.
 The Islamic State also has a
fledgling “wilayat” in the
country and the group has
been able to mount several
attacks on Shiite mosques in

to the missile attack, Qatar
deployed 1000 troops and 200
armored vehicles to assist the
coalition. Al Jazeera has
reported that the Qatari troops
will be responsible for secur-
ing Jawf province. Saudi Ara-
bia has also increased air-
strikes on Houthi-held cities,
which has led to more civil-
ians being killed inadver-
tently. It was also reported
that Egypt planned on deploy-
ing troops to Yemen, but
Egyptian military officials
have since denied this claim.
 In more recently released
footage, the Houthis claim to
have captured the Dar al Nasr
military outpost in the south-
ern Saudi province of Jizan.
In a second video from Jizan,
a Saudi military convoy is
shown being ambushed near
Dar al Nasr. At least two
destroyed armored vehicles
are shown before the convoy
withdraws from the area. The
Houthis then claim that two
US-made Abrams tanks were
captured.
 The Saudis are said to have
tried to recapture the outpost,

l coalition troops are seen
retreating from the battlefield.
A second video shows an
ambush on more Saudi and
Emirati armored vehicles in
Marib.
 The footage was released
as Emirati troops are report-
ing success inside the prov-
ince and the capital city of
Marib. The capture of Marib,
which borders Sanaa prov-
ince, allows the coalition to
enter Sanaa, the capital of the
Houthi government. Pro-Hadi
military officials, who are
allied to the Saudi-led coali-
tion, said that their forces lost
seven fighters in Marib and
killed 11 Houthi rebels. While
the coalition has made gains
in city, the Houthi rebels have
continued to make gains in
Taiz province near Jerrah
mountain.
 The UAE has reported tw
soldiers killed in recent days,
bringing its death toll to 54
since the start of this month.
The UAE reportedly sent
3,000 troops and armored
vehicles to Yemen last last
month in order to support the
Saudi-led intervention in the
country.

The other 52 Emirati troop
were killed by a Houthi mis-
sile strike on a coalition base
earlier this month. At least 10
Saudi troops and five Bah-
raini troops were also killed
in the attack. The Houthis
have also released a video
showing the launch of the
Tochka ballistic missiles on
the base in Marib. In response

The footage was
released as Emi-

rati troops are
reporting success
inside the prov-

ince and the capi-
tal city of Marib
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Saudi
aggression against Yemen

BY CALEB WEISS
| September 16, 2015

The Saudi-led coalition against Ira-
nian-backed Shiite Houthi rebels and
their pro-Saleh supporters in Yemen
continues to experience losses in
both southern Saudi Arabia and
inside Yemen. While the coalition
has been able to retake several cities
and towns in southern Yemen, the
Houthi rebels continue to be success-
ful in taking out coalition armor, as
well as some positions inside south-
ern Saudi Arabia.
 Houthi rebels, through their offi-
cial satellite channel Al Masirah TV,
have released several videos in the
past detailing the destruction of
Saudi and Emirati vehicles in Yemen
and in southern Saudi Arabia. [See
Threat Matrix report, Gulf states pay
price for intervention against Hou-
this in Yemen.]
 Al Masirah continues to release
videos showing Houthi attacks
against the coalition. Footage
released yesterday shows Houthi
rebels and pro-Saleh supporters tar-
geting coalition troops, including
Saudis and Emiratis, in Marib prov-
ince. Several armored vehicles are
shown being destroyed, while sev-

e

a

r

Longwarjournal :Gulf states continue to pay price
in Yemen despite advances
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Sheikh Salman al-Oadah

Allah says: “He is the First and the
Last, the Manifest and the Hidden,
and He is the Knower of all things.”
[S?rah al-Had?d: 3] 
 Allah precedes all things; He has
no beginning. He abides after all
things without ever coming to an end.

 Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him) said, addressing Allah in
supplication: “You are the First, so
nothing precedes You. You are the
Last, so nothing comes after You.
You are the Manifest, so nothing
comes above You. You are the
Hidden, so nothing comes below you.
Fulfill our debts for us and enrich us
so we will not be poor.” [Sah?h
Muslim (2713)] 
 Allah says: “Say: He is Allah, the
One. Allah, the Self-Subsisting. He
begets not, nor is He begotten, and
there is none like unto Him.” [S?rah
al-Ikhl?s: 1-4] 
 “He begets not, nor is He
begotten” expresses a fundamental
aspect of Allah’s perfection.
Everything in our limited human
experience must have a beginning
and end. We ourselves are born and
we ultimately die. This is the case
with our parents and forefathers as
well as with our children and
descendants. Such relationships
permeate creation. 
 So Allah says: “Allah, the Self-
Subsisting. He begets not, nor is He
begotten” and immediately follows it
with: “and there is none like unto
Him.” We cannot compare Allah with
anything in our experience. Likewise,
we find that Allah commands us: “Do
not give likenesses to Allah.” [: 74]
This is the way our faith in Allah
should be. 
 Allah is the First who is not
preceded by anything else. Though
our imaginations cannot grasp this
idea of something that is not preceded
by something else, our hearts and
minds easily accept it. Likewise,
Allah is the Last, whose existence
persists without end. As such, Allah is
truly the Inheritor: “And remember
Zechariah, when he cried unto his
Lord: ‘My Lord! Leave me not
childless, though You are the Best of
inheritors.” [S?rah al-Anbiy?’: 89] 
 Allah is timeless and eternal,
without beginning or end. By
contrast, all created things have a
beginning and end. 
 Allah says about the Sun: “And the
Sun runs its course to a point
determined.” [S?rah Y?S?n: 38] The

Sun and other celestial bodies are far
older than the living things on Earth.
But just like the fleeting lives of
terrestrial beings, the stars are born
and they die. All things in the
universe must come to an end. 
 Allah cannot be understood
according to the terms of material
existence. He is not bound by the
laws of physics which are themselves
part of the nature of what He created. 
 It is no surprise that the mind
cannot fully grasp the Creator, since
the mind is itself created and subject
to the limitations of its created nature.
The mind can only fall into confusion
and self-deception if it tries to
rationalize that which is beyond its
powers. Rather, we should apply our
mental efforts to matters our minds
are capable of engaging with – like
the universe that Allah created and the
vast horizons of knowledge that it
presents. Allah has given us the
ability to uncover the physical laws of
nature, and we can harness such
knowledge to benefit humanity in
ways that please Allah. 

not simply strive for material gain, but
make the Hereafter our priority. Allah
says: “Nay, they prefer the life of this
world, when the Hereafter is better
and more enduring.” [S?rah al-A`l?:
16-17] 
 Knowing that Allah is the First and
the Last also helps us to face up to our
own demise, and also that every state
that we experience in life will come to
an end. We enjoy a period of youth. If
we do not die while we are young,
then we will certainly suffer the loss
of our youth. We will grow old, and
then we will die. There is no escape
from death in either case. This is the
end that Allah has ordained for all
people. He alone never dies. He alone
is eternal, without beginning or end. 
 However, in His infinite grace, He
has promised the believers who are
sincere and true an eternal life in
paradise that He will bestow: “Lo! the
righteous will dwell among gardens
and rivers, in the seat of honor with a
Mighty King.” [S?rah al-Qamar: 54-
55] 
 May Allah bless us to be among the
righteous.

 Benefits of Knowing these Names: 
 Knowing that Allah is the First and
the Last, we realize that the best
things we can invest in for ourselves
in this world and the next is that
which pleases Allah. What we do for
Allah’s sake of is what shall endure.
Allah says: “All that is on Earth will
perish: and there shall remain the
countenance of your Lord, the Lord of
Bounty and Honor.” [S?rah al-
Rahm?n: 26-27] 
 This world will come to an end.
However, we shall return to our Lord,
and the deeds we did in our worldly
lives seeking His pleasure will avail
us at that time. This is one of the
points the verse makes when it says
“and there shall remain the
countenance of your Lord, the Lord of
Bounty and Honor.” Our words and
deeds that Allah will reward us for, in
His infinite bounty, will remain for us
when everything else is gone. 
 We should endeavor to keep Allah’s
pleasure in the forefront of our minds
and be mindful of the Hereafter as we
go about our daily lives. We should

Allah(God): al-Awwal, al-Akhir (The First & Last)
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public garden is impossible,” he
ex-plained.
 Saeedi shared a secret on his
work. He said to lower costs, since
painting material is expensive for
outdoors, he replaced cement with
clay and used stone collected from
demolished buildings to decorate
garden and street walls. Saeedi also
coloured used vehicle tires and hung
them on the walls.
 His message to his fellow
resi-dents: “Chip in the work or the
dough to make this project a
suc-cess.”
 One of Saeedi’s admirers,
neigh-bour Ahmad Kuhail, said
Gazans liked the painter’s Turkish
style having watched Turkish soap
ope-ras on television. “They are fond
of Turkish drama, so they liked what
they see in the streets,” Kuhail said.

* Saud Abu Ramadan, based in Gaza, has
covered the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
for 28 years.

beautifying the walls of 30 more
houses in Zeitoun.

“I liked Saeedi’s idea,” explained
Abdul Rahman. “So, I contacted
Tamer Institute, presented the idea to
them and they welcomed it,” she
maintained. She said with Saeedi, his
colleagues and Tamer’s volun-teers,
“paint, brushes and other painting
material were brought in and, alto-
gether, we painted many more homes
and expanded the area of the col-
oured district”.
 Saeedi said he intended to
con-tinue his project, which he
labelled “after war and destruction,
with roses and colours, Gaza excels”.
 He said the roses will come once
the painting is completed. He plans
to buy pots and plant flowers in them
and put roses across the city, except
in the old quarters, Saeedi insisted.
 “The neighbourhoods are too
crowded over there, so planting a

Saud Abu Ramadan Gaza City -
- A painter came up with an idea that
has picked up like wildfire in Gaza.
He is painting the walls in a small
neighbourhood with bright colours to
try to alter people’s gloomy moods.
 The southern district of Zeitoun —
Arabic for “olives” — is named after
the copious olive groves min-utes
away from the shore of the Mediter-
ranean. There, painter Mo-hamed
Saeedi, 58, and friends and neigh-
bours coloured the walls in their
area, ridding grubby white walls of
political graffiti to, as Saee-di said,
bring joy and calm to the inhabitants.
 “I’m so happy that we turned our
neighbourhood into a huge splen-did
portrait from colours that bring hap-
piness and calm to the people,”
Saeedi said.
 “Our neighbourhood has become a
landmark in town, called the
col-oured district.”
 Gaza is a densely populated
en-clave filled with rubble from
build-ings damaged during the 2014
Is-raeli war. Barefooted children play
near streams of sewage between
homes where the walls of the
nar-row alleys brim with political
graf-fiti.
 Gaza’s militant Hamas rulers are
shunned by much of the
interna-tional community. Arabs are
largely opposed to Hamas’s hard-line
dog-ma and their 2007 violent takeo-
ver of the territory from the moder-
ate Palestinian Authority.
 Economically, Gaza is under a
stringent Israeli siege to weaken
Hamas. Promised global aid for
re-construction has been delayed as
many countries hesitate to improve
conditions in a territory controlled by
a group that seeks Israel’s
de-struction. Unemployment stands,
under modest estimates, at 43%,
while half of the population of 1.8
million is considered to be living in
poverty.
 Saeedi’s initiative of painting the
walls using bright colours, such as
turquoise blue, flashy orange,
screaming green and rosy red was
the most popular among five other
neighbourhood suggestions to give a
facelift to the war-stricken area. Oth-
ers proposed white or greyish-
coloured walls or street decora-tions.
 Saeedi said he savours Turkish-
style decor, also called Moorish,
which is a home interior design that
flourished in the latter half of the
19th century. It involves arched

rooms with bead curtains, potted
palms, mats, a divan and small tables
heavily inlaid with Arabic designs.
He said he started at home, repainting
its walls with bright colours. Since he
has no gar-den, he painted the exte-
rior walls with flowers and roses.
Saeedi’s three co-workers — Imad
Nayef, his brother Hamada and their
neigh-bour Ahmad Haddad —
painted the walls of ten other homes
in the area.
 “With all the colouring around,
people liked the idea and asked me to
continue,” Saeedi said. “But the cost
of painting the entire neigh-bourhood
was far too high for me, so Gaza art-
ist Dalia Abdul Rahman decided to
chip in.”
 Saeedi’s brainchild was also
em-braced by a group of Gaza
youths, members of Tamer Institute
for Community Education, who
brought brushes and painting
ma-terials and began a campaign of

Painter brightens lives with
colour on Gaza walls

Saeedi intends to con-tinue his project, which he labelled \'after war and destruction, with roses
and colours, Gaza excels.\'
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Review by Nahrain Al-Mousawi

Control over Palestinian dramatic
expression plays a significant part in
shaping the new anthology of plays
published in Inside/Outside, edited
by Naomi Wallace and Ismail Kha-
lidi. From the opening by the editors
to the introduction by Nathalie Han-
dal, we are reminded that Palestinian
expression, whether over identity,
state rights or cultural production has
often been rendered taboo before it
even sees the light of day.
 Thus, a type of censorship of the
arts is always in motion wherein
"Palestinian dramatists do not so
much write against the grain, though
many do, but write against the odds.
 And the odds are stacked against
them: their work is culturally delegit-
imised, derailed and delimited by the
Israeli-Palestinian ‘conflict’. "
 Palestinian theatrical productions
are more often than not a result of
collective improvisation rather than
from written plays, according to the
editors. Despite a relative lack of
documentation (sometimes due to
archive destruction), Handal is able
to chart in her introduction the line-
age of Palestinian theatre - long
before the advent of Israel - back to
Ottoman rule when many produc-
tions were banned by British Man-
date authorities.
 Ismail Khalidi’s Tennis in Nablus,
the first play in the collection, takes
us to pre-1948 Palestine and the days
marking the end of the Arab revolt
against British occupation in the
1930s. Khalidi reveals the pathos of
colonial rule as he portrays Palestin-
ians in the throes of revolt and mas-
sive repression, including imprison-
ment, murder and torture, while the
English leisurely play tennis.
 The collection title itself (Inside/
Outside) certainly provides an indi-
cation that the playwrights are a
selection of those inside the occupied

territories and Gaza and those in the
diaspora. But, the editors are explicit
about the limitations of their selec-
tion process, based on a pool of plays
originally written in English or
already translated from Arabic.
 Ultimately, however, the text
reveals that the Inside/Outside binary
is complicated by various barriers
within the nation, so that national
borders become in no way the sole
indication of inclusivity. A Mahmoud
Darwish epigraph opens the text:
"Exile is more than a geographical
concept. You can be an exile in your

homeland, in your own house, in a
room. It’s not simply a Palestinian
question." Handal points out that the
inside/outside binary does not really
apply to Palestinian locals and dias-
pora, because a bordered microto-
pography within the nation deter-
mines at any moment who is
excluded.
 This is certainly the case in Han-
nah Khalil’s Plan D, set in 1948
when more than three-quarters of a
million Palestinians were driven
from their homes.
 At home one moment and driven

into the woods just within reach of
their homes in another, a family must
decide if they should stay at home
and risk their lives or leave the coun-
try to seek refuge elsewhere, when
confronted with “Plan D”, the name
of the Israeli military operation to
expel Palestinians. While they are at
home one moment, they are driven
away from their home at another
moment, then their village, and then
their country, signalling not only a
familiar sequence of exile and dis-
possession, but also the uncertainty
of home and belonging from where
they are ultimately expelled in a mat-
ter of days.
 In Dalia Taha’s Keffiyeh/Made in
China, in one scene the border
announces itself as a checkpoint, one
of the many criss-crossing Palestin-
ian territories. 
 A couple sustains a pithy, terse dia-
logue, Taha’s signature style reflect-
ing a repressed humanity, wherein
the tensions of endless negotiations
of space and territory (across check-
points, the Separation Wall, Areas A-
B-C) are diffused in the mundane,
amusing exchange over boxers and
queue jumpers between husband and
wife.
 While the prospects opened up by
this collection are exciting, it comes
off as uneven. The jump between the
sparse, tense, pithy dialogue of
Taha’s Keffiyeh/Made in China and
the forceful, didactic language of
Handala, based on the cartoons of
Naji Al-Ali and adapted by Abdelfat-
tah Abusrour, is a bit jarring without
a conceptual or formal theme to unite
the plays.
 In various discussions of Palestin-
ian theatre, its censure and repression
has been attributed to its potential
role as a platform in the process of
nation-building. We are reminded of
the moment we opened the book and
read the poignant dedication to direc-
tor and actor Juliano Mer-Khamis,
murdered in 2011 outside his Free-
dom Theatre in the Jenin refugee
camp - a profound loss to the theatre
community.
 We are also reminded that despite
challenges from Israeli censorship,
closure of roads, imprisoned actors
and writers, bulldozed theatres and a
lack of funds, Palestinian theatre has
surged in production and interna-
tional recognition more than ever.
www.middleeastmonitor.com

Inside/Outside: Six Plays from
Palestine and the Diaspora
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Former crown prince opposed
Saudi aggression against Yemen

opposition was shrugged off and that
the defense minister has made the
decision [to attack Yemen] on his
own.
 Muqrin has also urged members of
the Saudi-led coalition [in attacking
Yemen] to quit the mission and
instead redouble their efforts to ease
regional tension.
 In conclusion, the prince who has
fallen from grace, said he submitted
his resignation to the Royal Court
himself, urging all devoted people in
Saudi Arabia and elsewhere in the
world to save the people of the king-
dom from being burned in a gloomy
future.
Following the prince’s opposition to
military action against Yemen, King
Salman named Prince Muhamed bin
Nayef as his crown prince and his son
Muhamad bin Salman as deputy
crown prince.

aggression since day one and that he
had warned of the economic, mili-
tary and international relations rami-
fications of the measure.
Muqrin has further said that his

Muqrin has said that his opposition
was shrugged off and that the
defense minister has made the deci-
sion [to attack Yemen] on his own.
 In Saudi Arabia divisions among
princes have spilled out even further,
with recently-replaced Crown Prince
Muqrin bin Abdulaziz releasing a
statement to openly oppose his coun-
try’s aggression against Yemen.
 In the statement the former heir-
to-the-throne said that developments
in the kingdom have taken a danger-
ous turn, politically, economically
and militarily and that the Saudi peo-
ple will no doubt pay a heavy price
for the aggression against Yemen,
the Islamic Republic News Agency
quoted [Libya-based] Al-Nabaa TV
Channel as reporting.

 The following is the translation of
an excerpt of the statement:
 In the statement the crown prince
has said that he let King Salman
know about his opposition to such

More than one million people have
been displaced across all governo-
rates in Yemen since the Saudi-led
coalition started their campaign on
the 26th of March, according to the
UN.

More than 500,000 of the newly dis-
placed people came from three prov-
inces Hajjah, Ibb, and Al Dalea, said
Jens Laerke, a spokesman for the
U.N.'s Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).

“I don’t know anyone who did not
have to flee his home or his city
because of the war, many of our
friends and families houses have been
destroyed, we are now 5 families liv-
ing in my mother’s small house
because Sana’a is relatively safer,”
said Mohammed Ahdal who left Haj-
jah as the conflict got more intense.

The Mayor of Hadramout said that
around 39,000 have been registered
as “guests” referring to refugees in
Hadramout. He said that those dis-
placed in his governorate are suffer-
ing from poor medical conditions, as

many diseases have spread amongst
them especially Dengue fever.
 Many civilians have been killed in

least 10,000 others have been injured.
“We are living in the time of funerals,
we lost 3 of our neighbors in Mualla
and my aunt’s husband got shot in
Khormaksar ,  we hear about people
dying every day, but the hardest part
is that we don’t go to funerals, we
can’t properly burry our loved ones or
show support to people who lost
loved ones,” said Um Fahd, one of
the former residents of Mualla district
in Aden.

The United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR), said
that 41,000 people have fled the coun-
try through the borders, and more
than 10,000 refugees are currently in
Aboukh coastal camp in Djibouti.
“The situation is Djibouti is misera-
ble, when we reached there we were
put on the streets, I can’t even call
where we stayed in a camp, I left to
Malaysia after two days, but the way
Yemenis are living there is so humili-
ating, the stranded Yemenis across
different countries need help, said one
of the people who fled Yemen
through boat last week.

the conflict including women and
children, the UN said that more than
2,288 people have been killed and at

ONE MILLION YEMENIS DISPLACED
AND 6,288 PEOPLE KILLED SINCE THE BEGINNING

OF THE SAUDI-LED CAMPAIGN

Yemeni mother and her children were killed by Saudi  missiles 
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The man

 Special Coverage : How Bigotry Created US Muslim Hero
As the world rose up in support of
14-year-old Ahmed Mohamed, the
MacArthur High School student who
was arrested for bringing a home-
made clock to school, the situation
has been regarded as a blow to big-
otry industry, as this resulted in
creating a young Muslim hero.
 "Seeing what he went through -- it
starts out with sheer enthusiasm and
pride with what he's created, and so
proud of what he did when he took it
to show it to the teacher -- and to see
it just turn in that direction was just
really sad," Musaab At-Taras, vice
president of engineering at Palo Alto
mobile payments company Poynt
and formerly with PayPal and eBay,
told San Jose Mercury News.
 "All of us in the industry look
back on what triggered us to get
involved in technology. You relate.
That sense of accomplishment," the
longtime Silicon Valley tech worker
said.
 "You see things in a way other
people don't. This kid is impressive
and people around him don't realize
it."
 The Irving Muslim student was
arrested by Dallas police after his
school claimed that he tried to make
a bomb.
 He hoped to impress his teachers
by his one of his most elaborate
creations that consists of a circuit
board and power supply wired to a
digital display, all strapped inside a
case with a tiger hologram on the
front.
 After his English teacher and prin-
cipal reported him to police, Ahmed
was arrested and was also pulled out
of sixth period.
 At the police station, the Muslim
teen was interrogated by four police
officers, before being released. How-
ever, he was suspended for three
days from his school.
 # IstandwithAhmed has begun
trending on social media and has
drawn support not just from the
United States, but the rest of the
world.
 The incident shed light on the
Islamophobia makers, one of them is
Irving Mayor Beth Van Duyne who
faces huge criticism as being a fear-
monger who stokes the flames of
Islamophobia by supporting a law
banning "Shariah law court".
 "We believe this is a gross over-
reaction to the situation that wouldn't
have happened if his name wasn't
Ahmed Mohamed," Ibrahim Hooper,
communications director of the
Council on American-Islamic Rela-
tions, told Police Mic.
 In addition to being kept without
his legal right to have an adult
present, Hooper says Mohamed
"clearly was made to undergo a 'perp
walk' in front of his classmates in
handcuffs and treated like a crimi-
nal."

Muslim Hero

As the school administrators, police
and city officials defended their posi-
tion, thousands of social media users
participated in #IStandWithAhmed
hashtag against bigotry and discrimi-
nation.
 The young Muslim's story reso-
nated with the most powerful nerds
in the world.
 "Having the skill and ambition to
build something cool should lead to
applause, not arrest," Facebook CEO
Mark Zuckerberg wrote in a widely
shared post on his social network.
 "The future belongs to people like

Ahmed."
 Zuckerberg invited Ahmed to visit
the Facebook campus in Menlo Park.
 Google promised to reserve him a
spot at its annual youth science fair
in Mountain View this weekend.
Twitter offered him an internship
and Box CEO Aaron Levie also
extended an invitation, insisting that
the teen is really an "enterprise soft-
ware guy at heart."
 Obama's White House invitation
promised a meeting with NASA sci-
entists.
 Having a passion for electronics,
the teen makes his own radios,
repairs his own go-kart and on Sun-

day spent about 20 minutes before
bedtime assembling the clock using a
circuit board, power supply wired to
a digital display and other items.
"When I was his age, I took every-
thing apart, too, and tried to make
things," tweeted Grant Imahara, a
former host of Discovery's San Fran-
cisco-based "MythBusters" science
TV show.
 "My room looked exactly like his
with soldering iron, computer, circuit
boards. Some homemade, some cob-
bled together."
 Dawud Walid, the executive direc-
tor of CAIR Michigan chapter, said
the identity of Muslims in America is
directly rooted in American history.
 “Muslims have been in this coun-
try since the first enslaved Africans
were brought here. Muslims since
then have influenced the American
way of life in particular relating to
our collective culture and our recog-
nition of civil rights,” Walid
explained.
 “Morocco (a Muslim nation) was
the first country to recognize the
independence of America from Brit-
ain. Thomas Jefferson explicitly rec-
ognized the religious rights of Mus-
lims.”

Obama's White House
invitation promised a
meeting with NASA

scientists.
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cate a past exposure to the parasite.
If she has been infected in the past,
there is little to no risk of her passing
it on to her unborn baby.
 If the new mommy hasn’t had
prior exposure, it is advisable to have
her partner clean litter trays during
the pregnancy. Or if she chooses to
clean it herself, she must use rubber
gloves and try to avoid inhaling any
dust from litter trays, it is advisable
to wear a mask. 
 Humans can also be infected by
eating undercooked meat and vegeta-
bles, one must ensure the meat is
thoroughly cooked and that they
wash their hands and utensils after
handling meat. There is a greater risk
of one becoming infected with Toxo-
plasmosis from raw and under-
cooked meat than there is from your
cat, if kept indoors.

Ringworm: This is caused by a
fungi, not a worm. It is more a nui-
sance than a danger. It can some-
times be hard to eliminate from the
environment, however with stringent
cleaning and the use of anti-fungal
creams it can be cleared up.
 Again, if the cat is indoors and has
been cleared as safe by the vet, there
is little chance of catching the dis-
ease.  Ringworm is more common
in kittens and cats living in over-
crowded conditions.

—

worming and de-fleaing regime,” she
added. Below is a list of diseases that
can be caused by pets, especially
cats: 
 Salmonella: This diseases is
caused by bacteria of the Salmonella
genus existing in cats. It is most
commonly acquired via oral inges-
tion. Cats are most likely to become
infected after eating certain kinds of
birds. Humans and cats are not
allowed to be physically close to
their nose and mouth.
 Cat Scratch Disease: This is
caused by a bacteria called Barto-
nella Henselae. This is rarely a prob-
lem in people with a healthy immune
system; it is most often seen in
immunocompromised people. Anti-
biotic treatment for you and your cat
usually clears up this infection.
 Toxoplasmosis: It is caused by a
parasite called Toxoplasma gondii.
Many animals can get toxoplasmosis
including sheep and cattle. Cats shed
the parasitic cysts in their faeces,
which then infect humans and other
animals. In healthy adults, Toxoplas-
mosis usually causes only mild
symptoms. If a woman becomes
infected during her pregnancy it can
have devastating effects on the
unborn fetus. 
If a woman owns a cat while being
pregnant it is advisable to do a blood
test to see if she has antibodies to
Toxoplasmosis, which would indi-

Scientists at the University of Iowa
and Florida International University
conducted the study. They gave chil-
dren a cognitive test to assess their
reading and memory and found that
children who tested positive for the
parasite, scored lower in the tests.
 Toxoplasma gondii can produce a
flu-like illness, but in more severe
cases, it can go on to form cysts in
the brain cells. The authors of the
study also said that vitamin E could
help reduce the effects of Toxo-
plasma gondii on the brain.
 However, they said they would
need more longer-term studies to
confirm findings.
The scientists also referred to previ-
ous research that found this parasite
can alter human behavior due to the
effect it has on the brain.
 Besides cats, other causes of this
parasite infection include: under-
cooked meat, especially lamb and
venison, and ingesting water, soil or
anything else contaminated by cat
faeces.
 According to pediatrician Dr. Laila
Jamal at King Abdulaziz Hospital, it
is fairly rare to pick up a disease from
a cat. “It is highly recommended that
mothers take their cats to the vet for a
full checkup before their child is
born,” she said. “The vet should
check the cat for ringworm. They
need to ensure they stick to a regular

Having pets and children under one
roof can be worrying at times. When
it comes to cats, they can sometimes
carry diseases, but there are very few
diseases that are transmissible from
cats to humans. 
 Doctors recommend keeping the
cat indoors and away from roaming
cats, this is one of the safest ways to
keep the cat free from disease and
parasite.
If your children are cat lovers, then
you should be wary of pets or rather
some unwanted visitors they may be
carrying — affecting the children’s
brains, according to a new research.
According to a study by The Journal
of Parasitology, parasites carried by
cats are linked to reduced reading
and memory aptitude in children.
 Toxoplasma gondii is a parasite
grown in the guts of cats that hides in
cells in the brain and muscles without
producing any symptoms.
 Children who tested positive for
this parasite, which can be spread
through contact with faeces, had
poorer reading and memory skills.

Are pets dangerous for your children?
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New Omani tourism sector begins with one inn

Muscat -Khaled Abdel Malek-
“Coffee, coffee, wel-come. Please do
come in.”
 In the early 1980s, a small boy
used to greet tourists with these
words and invite them into his par-
ents’ tradi-tional house in Misfat al-
Abriyeen in the heart of Oman’s al-
Dakhiliyah region.
 Years later, the hospitable boy
turned “Misfat Old House” into
Oman’s first heritage inn.
 “I was young then but enjoyed
meeting people from different coun-
tries visiting my small village,”
recalled Ahmed al-Abri.
 Although Omanis are known to be
a tolerant and friendly people, Abri
said he encountered resistance from
villagers when he turned his house
into a bed-and-breakfast
es-tablishment
 attracting young tourists and
back-packers.
 “In the be-ginning, the villag-ers
were not happy to see the tourists
roaming around their houses. Some
neighbours even deposited a com-
plaint at the Minis-try of Tourism in
Muscat,” he said.
 Abri’s endeavour was also
thwart-ed by the government’s tour-
ism policy, which was designed to
at-tract visitors to five-star luxury
ho-tels. But the many hurdles he
faced did not discourage the “grown-
up boy” from pursuing his dream.
 “I left my hometown for the first
time in my life in 1998 to go to a
university in Muscat where I did
study archaeology and tourism in
addition to learning English.
 “I was interested in tourism and
felt that I could use my sense of hos-
pitality to develop a business in Mis-
fat al-Abriyeen,” he added.
 During his studies, Abri
present-ed many papers about his
home village, including a statistical
study about the number of tourists it
re-ceived and its potential of
becom-ing a tourist spot for those
wanting to experience traditional
Omani life. His graduation project
consist-ed of a comprehensive
description of life in Misfat.

Shortly after graduation, Abri began
contemplating transforming the fam-
ily residence into a guest-house. He
started by offering Oma-ni food and
proposing his services as a guide to
Misfat visitors.
 “When my parents decided to
move from the old house in 2007, I
bought the place and start-ed restora-
tion works to transform it into a
struc-ture that can host tourists,” he
said.

Restoration proved to be a daunt-ing
task.

“The walls were made of mud and
stones and the space had to be rede-
signed in order to create toi-lets,

min-istry to get the green light to
start receiving guests but I did not
get any answer so I decided to open
the place anyway,” he said.
 Nothing would stop Abri from
expanding his hospitality busi-ness.
He bought another traditional house
in 2011, which he restored with the
intention to turn it into a guesthouse.
 But the fight was not over. In
2012, Abri received a letter asking
him to pay a fine and to close Misfat
Old House.
 “It was a nightmare, but al
ham-doulillah (Thank, God), I ended
up paying the fine only and the Mis-
fat house remained open to visitors,”
Abri said.
 Oman’s Ministry of Tourism has
since introduced three new
catego-ries to the country’s hotel
classifi-cation list, including guest-
houses, heritage inns and eco-lodges.

“Today I have my official licence.
The papers say my business falls in
the category of heritage inns,” Abri
said. “Demand for this type of
accom-modation is growing rapidly
be-cause tourists nowadays want to
live an authentic experience in the
country they visit and there is
noth-ing more authentic than living
the traditional way with all the com-
fort that modernisation offers,” he
said
 Business is booming for the
hos-pitable boy who grew into a
deter-mined and passionate hospital-
ity innovator in his country.
 “In 2009 we received 100 people
in the 12 rooms of Misfat Old house
but last year we hosted around
3,200,” he said.
 Abri’s fellow villagers soon
real-ised that investing in “budget
tour-ism” could be a lucrative endea-
vour and many planned to start simi-
lar businesses. They created a tour-
ism investment company — Misfat
al Ahlia LLC — with 50 sharehold-
ers from Misfat al Abriyeen and
bought several old houses.
 Abri’s attachment to his dream
helped introduce a new trend in
Oman’s tourism industry. He said he
hopes his inn will be a pioneer
pro-ject and copied all over Oman.

* Khaled Abdel Malek, a Lebanese expa-
triate living in Muscat since 1995, is an
enthusiast of exploration and mountain
trekking. He has published two books on
Oman’s natural heritage.

which wasn’t easy at all, be-cause I
wanted to keep the original shape of
the house,” Abri said.
 “I had to import wood from
Afri-ca to redo the ceilings of the
rooms according to the original
design and it cost me a lot of
money.”
 Abri finished the restoration in
2009 but soon faced even bigger
challenges as the local community
and the authorities tried to put him
off. The Tourism Ministry would not
give him a licence for his bed and
breakfast because such a
clas-sification did not exist in a
country known for its high-end tour-
ist ac-commodation.
 “I sent several letters to the

Although Omanis are known to be tolerant and friendly people, Abri says he
encountered resistance from villagers when he turned his house into a bed-and-
breakfast es-tablishment.
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