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Saudi

aggression against Yemen

US complicit in Saudi crimes against Yemen: Human Rights Watch

after UN Secretary General Ban Ki-
moon condemned airstrikes on Sun-
day on a UN compound in Aden that
seriously damaged the UN Develop-
ment Program office.
 Meanwhile, the United Nations
children’s fund said the Saudi air
campaign in Yemen is having a dev-
astating impact on the poor Arab
country’s health system.
 UNICEF said the conflict has
exposed millions of children to vari-
ous diseases.
 Saudi Arabia has been pounding
different areas in Yemen since March
26 without any authorization from
the United Nations and heedless of
international calls for the cessation
of its deadly campaign against the
impoverished Arab country.
 According to the United Nations,
over 2,600 Yemeni people have been
killed and at least 11,000 others
injured in Saudi Arabia's airstrikes.

Yemeni Children displaced  From

Their  Homes by Saudi bomb

planes 

Human Rights Watch announced
on Tuesday that Washington is
potentially liable in the unlawful
strikes as the US is involved in
refueling warplanes flying over
Yemen and also in providing tar-
geting information for the Saudis.
 The rights group called on the
US to investigate the devastating
consequences of Saudi air cam-
paign against the Yemeni people.
 It also said that Saudi Arabia
could be committing war crimes in
Yemen by destroying houses, mar-
kets, and schools in addition to
killing numerous civilians.
 Human Rights Watch also
slammed the Saudi naval and aer-
ial blockade of Yemen.
 “These attacks appear to be
serious laws-of-war violations that
need to be properly investigated,”
said Sarah Leah Whitson, the
Human Rights Watch director for
the Middle East and North Africa.
 The Human Rights Watch
report investigated a dozen air-
strikes between April 6 and May
11 that killed 59 people – 14
women and 35 children.
 The report was released a day
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UN envoy in Damascus

for briefing on peace talks

The UN's envoy to Syria met with its foreign
minister in Damascus Thursday 7-23-2015 as
part of ongoing efforts to negotiate a solution to
the four-year war, state media said.
 "Staffan de Mistura presented the latest devel-
opments linked to his discussions and meetings
in multiple countries" to Syrian Foreign Minister
Walid Muallem, the official SANA news agency
reported.
 The Swedish-Italian diplomat has been hold-
ing meetings over the past two months with key
players in the Syrian conflict to try to advance
peace prospects.
 According to the UN's Geneva office, in July
de Mistura has visited China, Turkey, Jordan,
Egypt, and Iran, which is one of the Syrian
regime's main backers. He met Syrian opposition
figures in both Amman and Cairo, and will brief
the UN Security Council on his efforts on July
28. On Thursday, Muallem said he supported de
Mistura's initiative to find a political solution and
stressed that Syria continued to stand against
extremism.
 "Syria still considers the end of terrorism, and
the drying up of its financial resources and sup-
port, to be among the country's most essential
priorities," Muallem was quoted as saying. He
also expressed support for a recent initiative
floated by Russian President Vladimir Putin "to
make a regional effort to end terrorism by imple-
menting relevant UN security council resolu-
tions."
 The Syrian government and its media describe
as "terrorists" the various armed groups who
have been battling to oust President Bashar al-
Assad's regime since 2011. The Security Council
has been divided over Syria, with Russia block-
ing resolutions aimed at putting pressure on
Assad to end the war.
 De Mistura was appointed one year ago to take
over what many termed a "mission impossible"
to bring peace to Syria, after two high-profile
diplomats, Kofi Annan and Lakhdar Brahimi,
resigned after failing at the same task. More than
230,000 people have died in the conflict and
almost half of the country's population has been
driven from their homes.
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Abu Dhabi centre to counter ISIS propaganda

Mohammed Alkhereiji- London -

In a bid to counter the Islamic
State’s social media propagan-da
efforts, the governments of the
United States and the United Arab
Emirates have launched the first
multinational online messaging and
engagement programme to combat
terrorism.
 According to a statement by the
US State Department, the Abu
Dhabi-based Sawab Center will
“use direct online engagement to
counter terrorist propaganda
rap-idly and effectively, including
mes-sages used to recruit foreign
fight-ers, fund raise for illicit activ-
ities, and intimidate and terrorise
local populations. The Sawab Cen-
ter will increase the intensity of
online debate by presenting moder-
ate and tolerant voices from across
the re-gion and amplifying inclu-
sive and constructive narratives.”

 The anti-jihadi centre’s opening
was attended by US Under
Secre-tary of State for Public
Diplomacy and Public Affairs
Richard Stengel and Emirati Min-
ister of State for Foreign Affairs
Anwar Gargash, who emphasised
that “by tackling the problem of
online radicalisa-tion, the Sawab
Center will make an important
contribution to the sta-bility and
security of the region and will
make a start in reclaiming the
online space from the extremists”.
 In an interview with the US-
based Arabic-language News
chan-nel Alhurra, Stengel said the
cen-tre’s aim was to utilise infor-
mation to stop individuals from
being re-cruited by the Islamic
State (ISIS). “If somebody is
debating whether to go, tell them
that the mythology of what Daesh
[an Arabic acronym for ISIS] is
creating is false; you know the cal-

porter accounts were estimated at
90,000 users.
 The report disclosed that the
largest cluster of location-enabled
accounts was in Iraq and Syria,
made up 28% of the overall figure
and saw its highest concentration
in areas either controlled or
con-tested by ISIS. The next most
prev-alent location was Saudi Ara-
bia, with 27%. After Syria, Iraq
and Sau-di Arabia, no single coun-
try repre-sented more than 6% of
the total.
 According to the Associated
Press, US Special Envoy and
Coor-dinator for Strategic Counter-
ter-rorism Communications
Rashad Hussain said that the centre
would employ 15-20 full-time
staff, most-ly Emiratis, and that the
project was estimated to cost tens
of mil-lions of dollars, with most
of the bill footed by the UAE.
 Hussain said Sawab’s efforts to
counter the ISIS narrative would
include sharing stories of defectors
and former radicals, highlighting
Muslim victims of terrorism and
showcasing living conditions and
battlefield realities in ISIS-held
ar-eas.
 Additionally, the Abu Dhabi
cen-tre’s staff would engage social
me-dia users on various platforms
and work with prominent individu-
als and organisations to counter
ISIS’s messaging, while also host-
ing a content-sharing platform so
part-ners could upload and down-
load files.
 “It’s important that our partners
step up in the messaging space in a
way that reflects the Muslim
com-munities around the world,”
Hus-sain said. ISIS has been suc-
cess-ful in spreading its ideology
and recruiting new members on
social media platforms, producing
slick recruitment videos that often
ap-peal to disenfranchised and
mis-guided Muslim youth.
 In Europe, this has led to some
governments passing laws
requir-ing social media companies
to cen-sor posts deemed terror-
related, while in the United States
the US Senate Intelligence Com-
mittee ad-vanced a bill requiring
social media companies to inform
authorities when they become
aware of terror-ist-related content
on their sites.

iphate isn’t a paradise — there’s no
plumbing, there’s no electricity,
there’s no internet ac-cess.”
 Despite the scope of the project,
the Sawab Center is still in its
in-fancy. Local media were not
al-lowed to attend the launch or
visit the actual centre. Sawab is yet
to introduce its official online
web-site but has launched accounts
on prominent social media plat-
forms, including Twitter, Facebook
and YouTube.
 A recent report by the Brookings
Institution, The ISIS Twitter Cen-
sus, revealed that much of ISIS’s
social media success can be attrib-
uted to a relatively small group of
hyperac-tive users that control 500-
2,000 accounts. The report also
stated that ISIS-supporting
accounts had an average of about
1,000 follow-ers each, considerably
higher than an ordinary Twitter
user, and that overall ISIS sup-

Sawab Center will increase intensity of online debate by presenting moderate and tolerant

voices from across re-gion and amplifying inclusive and constructive narratives.
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Saudi aggression against Yemen

ramped up efforts to reclaim the city
to restore the ousted government.
 The local militias used trucks and
weapons supplied by the Saudi-led
military coalition to finally push the
Houthis out of the Aden ports after
a five-month battle, local residents
said. AQAP militants celebrated the
victory alongside the militias,
parading cadavers of Houthis on a
main commercial street in the city
to a cheering crowd, according to
residents and video posted online on
Monday.
 It wasn't immediately clear
whether AQAP and the Emirati-
backed militias fought side by side,
or battled the Houthis separately in
different parts of the city.
 Aden wasn’t the first victory for
AQAP in this conflict. In April, the
group captured al-Mukalla, the
country’s largest eastern seaport.
The Saudi-backed militias have also
acknowledged that they fought with
AQAP against the Houthis in Ataq,
the capital of Shabwa province, ear-
lier this year.
 Since 2011, the U.S. has spent
nearly $500 million to train and
equip Yemen’s security forces to
battle AQAP. The U.S. has also
backed the Saudi-led regional coali-
tion with intelligence and logistical
support since it formed in March,
imposing a crippling aerial and
naval blockade across Yemen.
 American officials acknowledge
that AQAP is one of the war’s
biggest benefactors, but say Houthi
rebels are ultimately to blame for
overthrowing the government in
February and sparking the conflict.
 AQAP, which claimed responsi-
bility for the January assault on a
French satirical magazine in Paris
that killed 12 people, has the long-
est reach of any of the world’s ter-
rorist organizations and is the most
capable of orchestrating global
attacks, U.S. officials say.
 “Unfortunately, in many areas,
the locals and tribes are turning to

AQAP to halt the Houthi advance,”
said a senior Western diplomat in
the region, acknowledging the sup-
port that Saudi-backed militias are
receiving from al Qaeda militants.
 “They are turning to anybody
who will help them resist against the
Houthis,” the diplomat added.
 The Shiite-linked Houthis have
repeatedly accused the Sunni king-
dom of Saudi Arabia of working
with the Sunni extremists of al
Qaeda—a group the kingdom pub-
licly says it is battling—to check the
influence of rival Iran. Saudi Arabia
has supported radical jihadist groups
in past regional conflicts, although
the monarchy is currently battling a
rise of extremism at home.
 Earlier this year, a spokesman for
the Saudi-led coalition acknowl-
edged that the alliance was provid-
ing weapons to Yemeni militias that
support the ousted government.
 But he denied those militias were
fighting alongside AQAP. The allied
militias, known as popular commit-
tees, often receive the Saudi support
via airdrops.

 Saudi Arabia cobbled together a
regional coalition to intervene in
Yemen in March, after Houthi rebels
forced President Hadi to flee the
country from Aden, where he had
moved his government after fleeing
San’a. Mr. Hadi and his government
are currently operating in exile from
Saudi Arabia.
 In April, AQAP overran al-
Mukalla, Yemen’s most significant
eastern seaport located in Hadram-
out province, looting the central
bank and staging a prison break to
free some of its operatives. AQAP
jointly runs the city with local tribes,
according to residents. They have
renamed their forces the “Sons of
Hadramout,” and imposed elements
of their brand of strict Islamic law in
the city, banning the chewing of
khat, a mild narcotic.
 Tribes that rule the city jointly
with AQAP have received some
Saudi support, residents say, includ-
ing fuel to keep the city running.

To read the subject in the same
newspaper : http://www.wsj.com/

 This week, the popular commit-
tees retook several neighborhoods
in Aden from Houthi rebels under
the cover of dozens of Saudi air-
strikes before reclaiming the airport
on Tuesday. By Wednesday, the
city’s seaport also fell to the Saudi-
led alliance, a crucial win for the
efforts to reinstall the ousted gov-
ernment, the Western diplomat said.
 But As the popular committees
fanned out across Aden, residents
were surprised to see AQAP mili-
tants swarm the city alongside
them.
 “I’m confused over who has cap-
tured Aden, seeing al Qaeda flags
flying in some parts [of the city]
and on dozens of armored vehi-
cles,” said a resident.
 Another resident living in Crater,
a neighborhood in Aden just south
of the city’s airport, described the
scene similarly.
 “We were surprised to see some
fighters raising al Qaeda flags and
dragging some rebels on the streets
of Crater tonight,” said the second
resident.

The Wall Street Journal :Al Qaeda Fights on
Same Side as Saudi-Backed Militias in Yemen

The streets of fierce war
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Saudi aggression against Yemen

The Wall Street Journal :Al Qaeda Fights on
Same Side as Saudi-Backed Militias in Yemen

Although the U.S. continues to con-
duct separate airstrikes targeting
AQAP militants in Yemen, its plans
to build a robust counterterrorism
force in the country to deny al
Qaeda a haven have been wiped
out. Yemen has been a staging
ground for several global terrorist
attacks.
 Meanwhile, Saudi-backed mili-
tias are spearheading efforts to roll
back Houthi gains and reinstate the
government that the rebels drove
into exile in neighboring Saudi Ara-
bia. But they have turned to Yemen-
based al Qaeda in the Arabian
Peninsula, or AQAP, for help,
according to local residents and a
senior Western diplomat. This puts
the U.S.-allied Gulf kingdom on the
same side as one of the world’s
most notorious extremist groups.
 Saudi Arabia’s Foreign Ministry
spokesman couldn’t be reached for
comment.
 The AQAP militants are exploit-
ing the chaos to expand across
Yemen, according to Western offi-
cials. At the same time, the regional
coalition has been criticized for
ignoring the group’s territorial gains
since the onset of the conflict, while
relentlessly targeting Houthi rebels.
 Houthi forces and their allies said
special forces from the U.A.E.—
one of the chief Saudi partners in
the Yemen military campaign—
fought alongside the Saudi-backed
militias in the southern city this
week. They said they captured a
few of the Emiratis, interrogated

t

 The Yemen conflict was sparked
when the Houthis seized control of
the government in the capital San’a
in February and forced the govern-
ment’s resignation. Until this week,
the Houthis controlled most of Aden
with the sea and air ports being key
footholds. But in the past few days,
control over those ports and the bulk
of the city has reverted to the other
side as the Saudi-led coalition

hem and found Emirati identity
documents on them.
 The U.A.E.’s state news agency
reported Thursday that an Emirati
serviceman died fighting in
Yemen—the first public acknowl-
edgment that foreign forces from
the coalition are on the ground in
Yemen. Emirati government offi-
cials didn't respond to requests for
comment.

By MARIA ABI-HABIB in Beirut and MOHAMMED AL-KIBSI in San’a,

Yemen July 16, 2015  - Local militias backed by Saudi Arabia, special forces

from the United Arab Emirates and al Qaeda militants all fought on the

same side this week to wrest back control over most of Yemen’s second city,

Aden, from pro-Iranian Houthi rebels, according to local residents and

Houthi forces. As Yemen’s conflict degenerates into a precarious tangle of

alliances, it poses a new quandary for the U.S. Yemen was a cornerstone of

the American global counterterrorism strategy until earlier this year when

the Houthis drove out a government that was working with Washington.

The U.S. then backed a Saudi-led coalition that launched airstrikes against

the Houthis in March.

Pro-Hadi in the city of Aden
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The stories are hidden, disguised, lost behind these numbers

The Drone Eats with Me: Diaries from a City under Fire
By Vacy Vlazna

“We prepare the suhoor. We all sit around five
dishes: white cheese, hummus, orange jam, yellow
cheese, and olives. Darkness eats with us. Fear and
anxiety eat with us. The unknown eats with us. The
F16 eats with us. The drone, and its operator
somewhere out in Israel, eat with us.”
 I read The Drone Eats With Me: Diaries from a
City Under Fire by Atef Abu Saif in almost one
sitting – resenting that I had to break to cook and
eat dinner. These beautifully written searing diaries
recounting each of the horrific 51 days of Israel’s
monstrous war on the people of Gaza sweeps the
reader into Atef’s anguished experience.
An experience so dreadfully encompassing of the
dark depths of human sentience that it is
simultaneously personal and collective.
 Atef shares with us the mental and emotional
torment of every Palestinian parent, child,
husband, wife, sibling, friend trapped in Gaza, as
Chomsky puts it in the foreword, “under
remorseless, relentless assault by the most
advanced technology of killing and destruction that
the ingenuity of modern civilization has devised”.
 The horror that to the outsider was
unimaginable, becomes from the first to the last
words, felt, real, and confronting. We are
challenged to go way, way beyond the statistics
and images of news-bites….
…to the core truth of Palestinian suffering and the
infernal Israeli cruelty that inhumanly inflicts it
…..
 Israel systematically inflicts it on 1.7 million
innocents with no place to escape in “a prison, one
called Gaza” behind the bars of an illegal siege
now in its eighth year.
 We stand with Atef at the window of his home in
al-Saftawi watching the deadly flashing of drones,
the flames and ‘Gobs of red fire [that] can be seen
spitting out of the warships”. We feel the house
shake, feel all of Gaza shake under incessant
explosions. We listen to “The constant pounding of
the warships…. boom, boom, boom… are hollow
sounds, mocking the thud of your heart”, to the
“sobbing and screaming of children”, to F16’s
sonic thunder and “the symphony of explosions,
the roar of mortars, the whir of drones.” We
negotiate with him the split second danger from
the vigilant drone on his walk home from Jabalia
where his family has taken overcrowded refuge.
We wait in queues for food, put body parts in
plastic bags and are engulfed by the dire agony of
parents:
 Abu Saif, 37 ex-prisoner, author, lecturer,
playwright, columnist with his wife Hanna are
parents of 5 children: “Talal, Mostafa, Naeem,
Yasser. As my youngest, Jaffa, is only 19 months
old….. This will be the third war my children have
witnessed in five years.”
 The harrowing fate, devised by Israel, of Atef’s
children and of generations of Gaza’s young
innocents, “there’s one [war] planted firmly in
your childhood, one or two more in your
adolescence, and so on… they toll the passing of
time as you grow older like rings in a tree trunk”,

indicts Israel and its allies- the indifferent silent
spectators of Gaza’s suffering.
 Those rings are the scars of war repeatedly torn
open by the force of trauma; “Hearing a bomb in
real life, for the first time in a couple of years, is
like having a PTSD flashback. It jolts you to
exactly where you were two years ago, five years
ago, four decades ago, to the most recent, or very
first time you heard one.”
 The nuclear tension of time in the diaries is in
our knowing what Atef doesn’t know as his
narration unfolds day by day – that the Palestinians
are doomed to 51 days of horror, “Everything
becomes normal. The barbarity of it, the terror, the
danger. It all becomes positively ordinary. The
only real worry you have, after so many weeks, is
a nagging feeling that this war is never going to
end.” And we know there will be no easing of the
torment for the children especially,
 And then there is the sorrowful litany, that
punctuates the diaries, of massacred families and
of children of whom the Bakir boys playing
football on the beach are merely 4 of 527 dead: “A
series of missiles from a warship miles out to sea
tore their game to shreds. Their blood mixed with
the sand and the sea water, while their bodies were
retrieved amid screams and continued shelling.”
 The diaries are a minute by minute collation of
Israeli primeval war crimes and crimes against
humanity in, what Hearst rightly labels Operation
Stone Age – “The casualty rate grows steadily
every day. More people are killed by single strikes
in groups; in fives, sevens, nines. 
 Individuals aren’t the targets, but residences,
family houses. They’re bombed until there’s
nothing left.”
 Atef’s experiences confirm the test imonies by
Israeli soldiers’ in the recent This is How We
Fought in Gaza 2014 collected and released by
Breaking the Silence and juxtapose the predictable

hasbaric report that absolved Israel of war crimes.
One hopes that there will be further published
diaries by Palestinians at the front lines of
humanitarian relief like Atef’s friend Hisham, Red
Crescent workers and medical staff.
 There was a conspicuous omission in Atef’s
diaries; I expected with every turn of the page,
among the detailed items of news, reference to
Gaza’s resistance fighters. Apart from a grudging
entry about the 7th August, “Five military
personnel have been killed in accidents during the
day and are being carried to the graveyard, to their
final rest. The gunshot was for their passing.”
 The integrity of the diaries would have been
strengthened by a generous acknowledgement of
the courage of the freedom fighters; the thousands
of young ‘sons of Palestine’ and their 531
comrades who were martyred while holding their
‘ground, costing Israel serious military losses, and
igniting worldwide sympathy and respect’ for
defending Gaza. On his return home from Gaza,
Norwegian surgeon, Mads Gilbert made a
dignified speech lauding the Palestinian
‘unbending determination not to submit to the
occupation!’. 
 By comparing Gaza to Norwegian resistance to
the Nazis, Gilbert upheld the Palestinian’ right to
resist, even with weapons.’
 Even, top senior Israeli intelligence official
admitted that Israel underestimated the tenacity of
Gaza fighters. A tenacity that boosted Palestinian
morale and according to Samah Sabawi, gave
Hamas its ‘biggest and most significant gain … an
increase in popular support and admiration from
Palestinians across the political and factional
divide, as it became the epicentre of Palestinian
resistance.” as well as a valid claim to victory. This
victory was affirmed by Hanin Zoabi and Marwan
Barghouti as well as a poll by Ramallah-based
Palestinian Centre for Policy and Survey
Research’s which found 79% believed Hamas had
won the war.
 Atef’s diaries are an essential must read that
sheds light on the phenomenal heroic resilience of
all Palestinians in Gaza’s hell. Ultimately, on
behalf of Gaza, Atef throws down a moral gauntlet,
 We, all of us, have the means to convince Israel
and the international community that Palestinians
“have a right to live in peace” through Boycott
Divestment and Sanctions, (BDS) which now has
the legal and obligatory force of the Arms Trade
Treaty (ATT) signed by 130 nations.
Through BDS, we can pressure our governments to
strike off Israel’s killing and maiming power as the
ATT, on 24 December 2014, became binding in
international law requiring states to end the
transfer of arms that would be used in war crimes
and genocide.
- Dr. Vacy Vlazna is Coordinator of Justice for Palestine
Matters. She was Human Rights Advisor to the GAM
team in the second round of the Acheh peace talks,
Helsinki, February 2005 then withdrew on principle. Vacy
was coordinator of the East Timor Justice Lobby as well
as serving in East Timor with UNAMET and UNTAET
from 1999-2001. She contributed this article to
PalestineChronicle.com.
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 Reports

Foreign Policy  : Wh
Exactly Is the U.S. at

War in Yemen?
spokesman said were intended as
“revenge against the Houthi
apostates.” As a result, the U.S. now
finds itself attacking Al Qaeda and
ISIS while fighting on their side
against the Houthis. As former
ambassador Seche commented, “If
you’re looking for logic here, you’re
not going to find much.”
As to why the United States helping
the Saudis wage a destructive war in
a country that in no way threatens it,
an American official gave the answer
last April. Our aid, he said, “is a
message to our partners that we are
… willing to give them support. It is
a message to the Iranians that we’re
watching.” The Obama
administration, in other words, wants
to reassure the Saudis and other Gulf
monarchs that if the United states
signs a nuclear agreement with Iran,
they needn’t worry. The White House
will continue to support them and to
treat Iran as an adversary.
Continued on page 51
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 Reports

By Rachelle Marshall,
July 13, 2015

The United States is
currently waging war in six
Middle East countries —
Iraq, Afghanistan, Syria,
Somalia, Libya, and Yemen.
America’s participation in
these wars may include
training the local army, using
drones to attack suspected
terrorists, providing
weapons and logistical
support to one side side or
the other, or sending in
American combat troops —
sometimes all of the above.
 None of the countries in
which the U.S.military is
involved poses a threat to
our national security, least of
all Yemen.
 Yemen is one of the
poorest countries in the
world. It has to import most
of its food and other
essentials, and only about
half the population is
literate. Yemen’s chief asset
is the city of Aden, which
lies on the Gulf of Aden

south of Saudi Arabia and
across from Somalia. It is, or
was was until recently, a
strategic port, one of the
best in the world. Aden was
for many years under the
control of British Petroleum,
Inc., which turned it over to
the Yemeni government in
1977.
 Today Yemen is a
battleground, the site of
what aid organizations say is
a human catastrophe. Food,
water, medicine, and fuel are
scarce, and there’s virtually
no electricity. According to
the World Health
Organization, roughly a third
of the population is in urgent
need of medical care, but
most of the hospitals have
been forced to close.
 The continuing carnage is
the result of a relentless
bombing campaign by Saudi
Arabia and the Gulf emirates
who since last March have
been carrying out bombing
attacks on Yemen, making
no distinction between

civilian and military targets.
Bombs are hitting homes,
schools, factories, power
stations, and even hospitals.
A Saudi airstrike in mid-
June destroyed a UNESCO
World Heritage site in
Sanaa that had survived for
2,500 years. To date more
than 3,000 Yemenis have
been killed and at least
11,000 wounded, most of
them civilians.
 Meanwhile the Saudis
have  imposed a tight
blockade on Yemen that
prevents it from importing
food, medicine, and other
necessities, especially
humanitarian aid. 
 Last April Iran’s
president Hassan Rouhani
called for an immediate
ceasefire and for dialogue
between the two warring
sides. But instead of
supporting that call the
Obama administration
announced it was speeding
up weapons shipments to
the Saudis and increasing

its intelligence and logistics
support.
 Two weeks later a U.S.
aircraft carrier and a guided
missile carrier arrived to join
ten other American warships
off Yemen’s coast. 
Ainternational outcry against
the indiscriminate killing of
civilians finally prompted
Obama to urge an end to the
bombing. But the new Saudi
ruler, King Salman,  ignored
the request, and the bombing
has continued, along with the
crippling embargo.
 Two questions come to
mind: Why are the Saudis
doing this? And why is the
U.S. providing them with
military support?
 Four years ago, during the
demonstrations that marked
Arab Spring, Yemen’s
president, Ali Abdullah
Saleh, was overthrown in a
coup, and Abed Mansour
Hadi took his place. Since
then a tribal war has been
going on between Hadi’s
supporters and a northern

tribe known as the Houthi
who hope to restore Saleh to
the presidency. Hadi’s allies
are predominantly Sunni
Muslims, and most of the
Houthis are Shiites, but
analysts say sectarian
differences are not what is
driving the bombing
campaign. It is the Arab
states’ fear of Iran.
 The Saudis claim the
Iranians seek to dominate the
region, and that the Houthis
are their surrogates. The
Saudis see this as a proxy war
between Iran and the Gulf
states, but the former
American ambassador to
Yemen, Stephen Seche, denies
this. Seche says the Houthis
get financial aid from the
Iranians but  are by no means
their surrogates–they have
their own strictly domestic
agenda. Until the Saudis
intervened, this was basically
a tribal war. Al Qaeda, which
is Sunni, and the Houthis are
deadly enemies, which may
explain why Al Qaeda is so
far the main beneficiary of the
Saudis’ involvement in
Yemen. This may not be
accidental. 
 The Saudi delegation at the
failed ceasefire talks between
the Houthis and the ousted
Hadi government in mid-June
included Abdulwahab Al-
Humiqani, whom the United
States accuses of recruiting
fighters and raising money for
Al Qaeda in Yemen.
 The talks were suspended
when the Houthis rejected a
Hadi government demand that
they withdraw from territory
they had captured before a
ceasefire went into effect. So
a situation continues in which
the U.S. fires drone missiles at
Al Qaeda members in Yemen,
while at the same time the
Saudis refrain from bombing
the areas Al Qaeda controls.
 As a result, Al Qaeda today
controls more territory in
Yemen than at any time since
2012.
 Further complicating the
situation has been the entrance
on the scene of the Islamic
State, or ISIS. ISIS has set off
several car bombs in the city
of Sanaa that an ISIS 
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Yemeni Genocide Proceeds Apace, Enjoying World’s Silence

by William Boardman
July 11th, 2015

NOTE: Shortly after this story was
filed, the UN announced a
“humanitarian pause in the country’s
ongoing conflict” starting July 10 and
expected to last a week. As framed by
the UN, the “pause” was agreed to by
“Yemen’s President Hadi” as well as
the Houthis and “other parties” in
Yemen, as if there were no other sig-
nificant combatants. 
 This deceitful framing omits the
most aggressive, undeclared war-
making carried out against Yemen by
the US, Saudi Arabia, and sundry
other UN members. The UN missive
makes no mention of the months of
Saudi-American bombing, even
though the bombers must have agreed
to a “pause” to make it happen. 
 In the author’s view, the pause is a
good thing from a humanitarian per-
spective, although the previous 5-day
pause in May was relatively ineffec-
tive. From the perspective of policy
and politics, the “pause” is a sham
and a delusion that will have the
effect of keeping some Yemenis from
starving long enough so they can be
bombed. In other words, the UN con-
tinues to collude in a complex of con-
tinuing war crimes and crimes against
humanity, as the article that follows
argues.]

US and ISIS join efforts to kill

Yemenis
 Turns out the United States and the
Islamic State, ISIS, are de facto allies
of Saudi Arabia and its alliance of
dictator states, all bent on exterminat-
ing Yemeni Houthis and pretty much
any other Yemeni in the neighbor-
hood. This Yemenicide started in ear-
nest in March 2015. 
After years of US drone strikes
proved too slow and ineffective at
wiping out people in the poorest
country in the Arab world, it was
time to expand the arsenal of war
crimes. Rarely, in discussions of
Yemen, does one hear much about the
violations of international law that
have reduced the country to its
present war-torn and devastated con-
dition.

 Failing to acknowledge a foreign
policy disaster in Yemen, the Obama
administration has chosen instead to
trash international law by supporting
the criminal, aggressive war that
Saudi Arabia’s coalition of police
states launched on Yemen on March
26. Now, despite more than three
months of Saudi-American terror
bombing, the Houthis remain in con-
trol of northwest Yemen, their tribal
homeland, as well as much of the
southeast of Yemen, having over-
thrown the internationally-installed
puppet government, later “elected”
without any opponents, of President
Abd Rhabbuh Mansur Hadi.
 President Obama praised Hadi as
his “successful” partner in attacking
terrorists, by which Obama meant he
was grateful to Hadi for not objecting
to the US drone attacks against his
own people. Hadi’s legitimacy always
depended on foreign puppeteers, and
it still does. 
 Having resigned as president, fled
the capital, and rescinded his resigna-
tion, Hadi fled again, to Saudi Arabia
the day before the Saudi blitz began.
 The official story is that Hadi
requested the undeclared Saudi attack
on his own country. Hadi remains in

 The Iran-allied Shi’ite Houthis say
they are rebelling against a corrupt
government, while local fighters say
they are defending their homes from
Houthi incursions. Sunni Saudi Ara-
bia says it is bombing the Houthis to
protect the Yemeni state.
 The Reuters perspective represents
the mainstream consensus, which also
typically includes some of the same
threads of deceit as these:
 “The UN has been pushing …” No,
it hasn’t. The UN as a body has done
little to protect the Yemenis, but the
Security Council has done less for a
country in which civil war has
spanned generations. Security Council
resolutions are determinedly
“evenhanded” in their equal treatment
of aggressors and victims. In June
2015, after two months of Saudi
bombing, the Security Council
expressed its “full support” for an
impossibility: “a peaceful, inclusive,
orderly and Yemeni-led political tran-
sition process that meets the legiti-
mate demands and aspirations of the
Yemeni people.”
..Read the rest of the subject in this

link

http://dissidentvoice.org/

the Saudi capital of Riyadh, free to
go nowhere while he pretends to head
a government-in-exile that is the
presently desired fiction of his cap-
tor-protectors.
 On July 8, from Riyadh, Hadi
reportedly proposed a ceasefire in
Yemen to start before the month of
Ramadan ends July 17. On July 1,
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon
had called for a “humanitarian halt”
in combat “until the end of the holy
month of Ramadan.”
 So far, Hadi’s Saudi controllers
have used the muslim holy month to
rain increased terror on populated
areas of Yemen, killing hundreds of
civilians and Houthi fighters, with no
accurate count available. July 7 saw
the highest death toll in Yemen since
the Saudi bombing campaign began.
This bland-seeming coverage of the
carnage by Reuters is riddled by
propaganda deceits:
 The United Nations has been push-
ing for a halt to air raids and intensi-
fied fighting that began on March 26.
 More than 3,000 people have been
killed since then as the Arab coalition
tries stop the Houthis spreading
across the country from the north.
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The rights & freedoms

authorities of committing war crimes
in Yemen by killing civilians and
destroying markets, schools and
houses.
 Bolger wrote on Common Dreams
in 2012 that the U.S. and Israel had
violated Article 2(4) of the U.N.
Charter, which prohibits the use of
force and threats against a country
that poses no imminent danger.
 Bolger referred to the time when
leaders of the Non-Aligned Move-
ment sought U.S. support for launch-
ing a military attack against Iran. She
wrote that Israeli leaders believed
Washington’s support would be guar-
anteed as the U.S. election was due
Nov. 6 that year.
 According to U.N. records, Saudi
attacks in Yemen have killed more
than 2,600 people and injured at least
11,000. The Saudi airstrikes since
March 26 have not been authorized
by the U.N.

 “I’m afraid that because Saudi Ara-
bia is a strong ally of the United
States, it is not receiving the critical
attention and response that it should
receive and would receive if another
nation committed the same kind of
acts.”
 Bolger added that the entire global
community must insist that every
country abide by international law.
She hailed a Human Rights Watch
report that blamed the U.S. govern-
ment for being involved in Saudi
aggression against Yemen. According
to the report, the U.S. may be
accountable for illegal military strikes
in Yemen. It added that the U.S. mili-
tary was refueling warplanes and sup-
plying Saudi authorities with relevant
information.
 The HRW report asked U.S.
authorities to investigate the horrify-
ing effects of Saudi airstrikes against
the people of Yemen. It accused Saudi

By Sounak Mukhopadhyay
on July 01 2015 

Both the United States and Saudi
Arabia should be held accountable
for war crimes, a U.S.-based peace
activis claims. Leah Bolger, a U.S.
Navy veteran who is president of
Veterans For Peace, accuses the two
nations of human rights abuses.
 Bolger served in the Navy for 20

years before retiring in 2000. The full-
time peace activist said the global
community should not ignore
instances when governments violate
international norms and values.
 “It’s really been quite some time
that the U.S. has been violating inter-
national laws and committing war
crimes and now Saudi Arabia is doing
the same thing,” Bolger said, as Iran's
Press TV reported. 

US, Saudi Arabia Guilty Of War Crimes In Yemen: US Navy Veteran

Yemeni Baby girl  killed by Saudi bombing

Yemeni Children killed by   Saudi air plane bombing



 JULY 2015 -VOLUME : 3 - ISSUE :31  WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET46

1967

– 

Bloomberg Politics National Poll
Finds Deep Partisan Split on Israel and
IranReligious Fanaticism is a Huge
Factor in Americans’ Support for
Israel?Why are Americans so Pro-
IsraelAmerican Public Opinion
Toward Israel?How do Americans
view IsraelWhy Evangelical Christians
Support IsraelAmericans still support
Israel, but views vary by age and race,
poll findsStrong support for Israel in

U.S. cuts across religious lines

Image Credit:
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Technology

Apple’s iPad sales

still shrinking, as

other segments grow

Apple makes most of its money from the
iPhone, but the California tech giant also dis-
closed results for other product segments Tues-
day. Here’s a breakdown:
iPhones

Apple sold more than 47.5 million iPhones dur-
ing the three months ending in June, or 35 per-
cent more phones than it sold in the same period
a year earlier.
 That’s down from a holiday peak of 74.5 mil-
lion units sold during the three months that
ended in December. The June quarter is tradi-
tionally a slower period for Apple, as many
shoppers opt to wait for new smartphone models
expected in the fall.
 Sales of the iPhone contributed $31.4 billion,
or more than half the company’s $49.6 billion in
total revenue for the quarter.
iPads
Sales of Apple’s tablet devices have been
declining for more than a year. Many users are
turning to smartphones with larger screens,
while others say they can be more productive on
a laptop or desktop PC.
 Apple sold 10.9 million iPads in the last quar-
ter, down 18 percent from a year earlier. Sales of
iPads contributed $4.5 billion in revenue.
 The company is promising its next software
upgrade will make iPads more useful, by adding
such features as the ability to run two apps and
view them at the same time, in split-screen.
Macs
While the PC industry is still struggling with
sagging demand, Apple once again reported an
uptick in sales of its Macintosh computers.
Apple said it sold 4.8 million Macs in the quar-
ter, or 9 percent more than a year ago. They con-
tributed $6 billion in revenue.
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  Con-   Continued Continued Continued Continued   Continued

Foreign Policy  : Why Exactly
Is the U.S. at War in

Yemen?..From Page 41&40 

An even more urgent reason for supporting a war by
some of the world’s most oppressive regimes is that
Saudi Arabia and the Gulf emirates keep our
weapons factories operating full time.
 The Arab states recently agreed to buy nearly a
hundred billion dollars worth of American-made
war planes, tanks, guns and bombs. And everything
the Arabs buy, Israel gets free, since the United
States has made a firm pledge to maintain Israel’s
“military edge” over its neighbors.
 This keeps the profits flowing to the arms
industry, keeps employment high in several crucial
states, and pleases members of Congress who
collect large campaign contributions from the arms
makers and the Israel lobby.
 The only losers are the Yemenis whose bones are
being shattered, and whose flesh is being burned to
ashes by American-made  missiles. Sooner or later
there will be an end to the fighting, and a minor war
will pass into history. But the plight of its victims
should haunt Americans for a long time to come.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>.

* Rachelle Marshall is a former editor and writer
and a member of Mill Valley Seniors for Peace, a
Jewish Voice for Peace, and Women’s International
League for Peace and Freedom.
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Environment

Climate Change:

Basic Information

Climate change is happening

Our Earth is warming. Earth's average tempera-
ture has risen by 1.4°F over the past century, and
is projected to rise another 2 to 11.5°F over the
next hundred years. Small changes in the average
temperature of the planet can translate to large
and potentially dangerous shifts in climate and
weather.
 The evidence is clear. Rising global tempera-
tures have been accompanied by changes in
weather and climate. Many places have seen
changes in rainfall, resulting in more floods,
droughts, or intense rain, as well as more fre-
quent and severe heat waves. 
 The planet's oceans and glaciers have also
experienced some big changes - oceans are
warming and becoming more acidic, ice caps are
melting, and sea levels are rising. As these and
other changes become more pronounced in the
coming decades, they will likely present chal-
lenges to our society and our environment.
umans are largely responsible for recent climate
change

smoke coming from a factory

Over the past century, human activities have
released large amounts of carbon dioxide and
other greenhouse gases into the atmosphere. The
majority of greenhouse gases come from burning
fossil fuels to produce energy, although deforest-
ation, industrial processes, and some agricultural
practices also emit gases into the atmosphere.
 Greenhouse gases act like a blanket around
Earth, trapping energy in the atmosphere and
causing it to warm. This phenomenon is called
the greenhouse effect and is natural and neces-
sary to support life on Earth. However, the
buildup of greenhouse gases can change Earth's
climate and result in dangerous effects to human
health and welfare and to ecosystems.
 The choices we make today will affect the
amount of greenhouse gases we put in the atmos-
phere in the near future and for years to come.
For more information on this subject go to this

link:https://translate.google.com
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Health & beauty

The Benefits of Green

Apples for Your Body,

Hair and Skin

by Heba Abohemed

Yes, we all know fruits are very good and healthy,
however, green apples are especially good for you. I
am going to tell you all the benefits of green apples
for your body, hair and skin. Yes, all three of them!
 The benefits of green apples for your body are:
1. Eating a green apple every day can reduce your
chances of getting Alzheimer's.
 2. One of the major benefits of green apples for
your body, is that it maintains the sugar level in the
blood. It also serves a great snack for people diag-
nosed with diabetes.
 3. Thinking of going on a diet? Green apples can
serve as a great healthy snack as they have only
small amounts of carbohydrates.
 4. Another benefit green apples has on your body,
is that they contain a lot of the minerals your body
needs, such as zinc, potassium, and iron.
 5. Do you suffer from indigestion? Green apples
are your answer! 
The benefits of green apples for your hair:
 1. Green apples are a great way to get rid of dan-
druff. All you need to do, is apply some green apple
juice to your scalp and you will notice a huge differ-
ence.
 2. Ladies, one of the best benefits of green apples
for your hair, is that if you eat them constantly, they
will strengthen your hair, and reduce hair loss.
 The benefits of green apples for your skin:
1. Did you know that you can use green apples as a
mask? One of the major benefits of green apples, is
that they can really soften your skin and help you
get rid of black heads.

2. Green apples are known for reducing wrinkles
and acne, giving your skin a healthy glow. 
 3. Green apples are rich in antioxidants! How is
this beneficial? Well, it helps renew the skin cells,
and keep your complexion fresh.
 4. Yet another benefit of green apples for your
skin, is that they're rich in Vitamins A, B and C,
which help maintain your beauty.

7
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 12Concealer Hacks Every
Woman Should Know

by Zeinab El-Fiqi

Concealer is this magical makeup
product that works subtly, but
makes a very notable change to
your face. Therefore, I decided to
look up the many uses of the con-
cealer, and the tips and tricks to
get a flawless complexion. So
here are 12 concealer hacks every
woman should know.
 1. The first concealer hack
every woman should know is the
right way of application! Draw a
triangle shape under your eyes
with the concealer, the base of the
triangle should be right under
your eyes and the pointy side
looking down on your cheeks.
 2. Before applying your eye-
shadow or eyeliner, prepare your
eyelids by applying a thin layer
of concealer. This will act out as
a eye makeup primer, and you
will maintain your eye makeup in
place for a good amount of time.
 3. Use a salmon shade of con-
cealer to hide your dark circles,
as it tunes out the blue and dark

shades under your eyes and
leaves it looking natural. Now
that's a great concealer hack for
fresh-looking eyes!
 4. Dab some highlighter under
your eye brows and on the inner
sides of your eyes.  
 5. Another concealer hack to
help you save time in case you
messed up your eye makeup, is
to use your concealer to correct
your eyeliner. 
 Apply it using an angled brush
to correct your your eyeliner
style.
 6. Apply a small amount of
concealer on both sides of your
nose; this will hide any imperfec-
tions or darkness around your
nose. Make sure you blend in the
concealer into the creases around
your nose.
 7. Creating the illusion of a
smaller nose, is a concealer hack
many of you would want to
know. 
Contour your nose with a darker
shade of concealer on the sides
of the bones, and then apply a

highlighter on your nose’s front
bone, then start blending.
 8. Apply concealer on the
sides of your mouth, to hide any
dark shades.
 9. A very important concealer
hack, is to spread over concealer
on your lips. This way, your lip-
stick will last longer and won't
fade away.
 10. To create the illusion of
plumper lips, apply the concealer
on the center of your lips, dab it
with your fingertips until it
fades, then put on a nude lip
gloss.
 11. Another useful concealer
hack is to use it as a lip liner!
Using a fine small brush, line
your lips with concealer, which
will prevent your lipstick from
smudging. Besides, it will also
make your lipstick pop.
 12. Apply green concealer on
zits and scars, then apply your
regular concealer.
The green concealer helps to
hide the scars and zits on your
face.
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 Health & Medical

Can smoking drive

you mad? Study

suggests it might

People who suffer from psychosis are about three
times more likely to be smokers, but scientists have
long scratched their heads over which one leads to the
other.
 On Friday, research published in The Lancet Psychi-
atry suggested daily tobacco use, already known to
cause cancer and stroke, may be also be a contributor
to mental illness -- not necessarily result of it.
 Analysing data from 61 studies conducted around
the world between 1980 and 2014, a team found that
57 percent of people first diagnosed with psychosis
were smokers.
 The studies contained data on nearly 15,000 smok-
ers and 273,000 non-smokers, some of whom were
diagnosed with psychotic illnesses like schizophrenia.
 “People with first episodes of psychosis were three
times more likely to be smokers,” said a statement
from King’s College London’s Department of Psycho-
sis Studies, which took part in the meta-analysis.
 “The researchers also found that daily smokers
developed psychotic illness around a year earlier than
non-smokers.”
It has long been hypothesized that higher smoking
rates among psychosis sufferers could be explained by
people seeking relief from boredom or distress, or self-
medicating against the symptoms or side-effects of
antipsychotic medication.
 But if this were so, researchers would expect smok-
ing rates to increase only after people had developed
psychosis.
 “These findings call into question the self-
medication hypothesis by suggesting that smoking may
have a causal role in psychosis,” said the statement.
 The team stressed they had not conclusively proven
that smoking causes psychosis, saying further research
must be done.
 But the results did suggest that smoking “should be
taken seriously as a possible risk factor for developing
psychosis and not dismissed simply as a consequence
of the illness,” they wrote.
 The researchers theorized that changes in the brain’s
dopamine system may explain the association.
 Dopamine is a chemical messenger that helps con-
trol the brain’s reward and pleasure centers.
 “Excess dopamine is the best biological explanation
we have for psychotic illnesses such as schizophrenia,”
said King’s College psychiatric professor Robin Mur-
ray.
 “It is possible that nicotine exposure, by increasing
the release of dopamine, causes psychosis to develop.”
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 9Controlling anger
before it controls you

We all know what anger is, and we've all felt it:
whether as a fleeting annoyance or as full-fledged
rage.
Anger is a completely normal, usually healthy,
human emotion. But when it gets out of control
and turns destructive, it can lead to problems—
problems at work, in your personal relationships,
and in the overall quality of your life. And it can
make you feel as though you're at the mercy of an
unpredictable and powerful emotion. This brochure
is meant to help you understand and control anger.

The Nature of Anger

Anger is "an emotional state that varies in intensity
from mild irritation to intense fury and rage,"
according to Charles Spielberger, PhD, a psycholo-
gist who specializes in the study of anger. Like
other emotions, it is accompanied by physiological
and biological changes; when you get angry, your
heart rate and blood pressure go up, as do the lev-
els of your energy hormones, adrenaline, and nora-
drenaline.
Anger can be caused by both external and internal
events. You could be angry at a specific person
(Such as a coworker or supervisor) or event (a traf-
fic jam, a canceled flight), or your anger could be
caused by worrying or brooding about your per-
sonal problems. Memories of traumatic or enraging
events can also trigger angry feelings.

Expressing Anger

The instinctive, natural way to express anger is to
respond aggressively. Anger is a natural, adaptive
response to threats; it inspires powerful, often
aggressive, feelings and behaviors, which allow us
to fight and to defend ourselves when we are
attacked. A certain amount of anger, therefore, is
necessary to our survival.
On the other hand, we can't physically lash out at
every person or object that irritates or annoys us;
laws, social norms, and common sense place limits
on how far our anger can take us.
People use a variety of both conscious and uncon-
scious processes to deal with their angry feelings.
The three main approaches are expressing, sup-
pressing, and calming. Expressing your angry feel-
ings in an assertive—not aggressive—manner is
the healthiest way to express anger. To do this, you
have to learn how to make clear what your needs
are, and how to get them met, without hurting oth-
ers. Being assertive doesn't mean being pushy or
demanding; it means being respectful of yourself
and others.
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