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The Growing Challenge
of Extremism

Imad Hamad

The world has been witnessing a rapidly growing and
fast spreading phenomenon of extremism and
radicalization. All peace-
loving people across the
world regardless of faith,
origin, race or color stand
unequivocally against
extremism that is seen as a
global threat. No doubt
extremism has become a
universal challenge that
recognizes no borders. It
8 utilizes violence to prove

its existence and to impose
its presence. The victims are innocent people who are
targeted irrespective of their faith, race, color,
national origin or nationality. It is driven by blind
hate and it violates all norms of basic human
decency.

There is a long list of horrific crimes committed by
extremists. From the Paris attacks to the continued
Islamic State murders in Syria, Iraq, Libya and
Lebanon, the victims are different but it is the same
extremists. Most recently the cold blooded hate crime
that claimed the lives of three University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill students was nothing but part
of a series of dangers threatening our world. All are
crimes against humanity and all are a reflection of
the language of hate.

No logic, no religion, no atheist doctrine, condones
or justifies these crimes against humanity. Despite
that obvious fact, many intentionally continue to shift
the blame on the faith of Islam and people of Muslim
faith. This intentional strategy is meant not only to
defame Islam and Muslims but also to be used a
platform to gain fame and recognition. These
advocates of hate are not willing to recognize the
facts regardless what the vast majority of Muslims
across the world may say or do.

Beyond the condemnation of violent acts, the
question that is before the free world is: how can this
threat be contained, defeated and eventually
eliminated? The nature of these crimes demands
asking tough questions. Defeating our common
enemy, terrorism, cannot be achieved by limiting our
action and reaction to political grand standing or
military responses. It is a deep- rooted challenge that
requires a strategy of winning the hearts and the
minds before anything else. It's the strategy that
provides hope and opportunities to those influenced
by it. It's through securing the peace and stability that
others being deprived from.

Political unity and common will are a must, but the
nature of this enemy requires an agreed-upon
definition of the threat. We need to define the root
causes of terror. The key contributing factors must be
recognized, they include the state of despair of many
people in the Middle East. The world's double
political standards and selective approach to
condemnation of human rights violations only
worsen the crisis. The world must recognize that as
long as people are left to despair and as long as wars
are allowed fester for years, this challenge will
continue to exist.

Yesterday it was al-Qaida. Today it is the Islamic
State. One can only wonder who would be its
successor. Extremism is the symptom of a deeper
problem. Once we deal with the original problem, we
neutralize the symptoms.

* Imad Hamad is executive director of the American
Human Rights Council.
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US Muslims Seen Victims of Bigotry: Poll
bl 501 (guidond Wi 9l dul Jui unb 19 it 500

A large majority of
Americans believe that
US Muslims are victims
of discrimination amid
recent attacks against
the community, accord-
ing to an Economist/
YouGov poll.

"There's just a lack of
access to Muslims, and
because of this lack of
real-world contact, a
number of conservative
media sources have
biased opinions," Rob-
ert McCaw, government
affairs manager for the
Council on American-
Islamic Relations, was
quoted by Huffington
post.

"Theologically Islam
is no more violent or
less violent than Chris-
tianity or any other
monotheistic religion,"
he said.

"I think one stereo-
type is true: that Mus-
lims are being highly
discriminated ~ against.
So that's an experience
which people have
experienced firsthand."

The poll conducted
by Economist/YouGov
showed 73 percent of
respondents said Mus-
lims face a great deal or
a fair amount of dis-

crimination.
It also found out Afri-
can-Americans and

Mexican-Americans are
next victims of bias
with 63 percent and 60
percent respectively.
The feelings that
Muslims  were  victi-
mized by recent event
were further revealed in
questions  about the
motives of alleged
Chapel Hill shooter
Craig Stephen Hicks.
Police initially said
the killings appeared to
have stemmed from a
parking dispute, but also
added that they were
looking into whether
religion was a factor.
Though authorities
have not charged Hicks
with a hate crime, 45

' MATTER

e _Lﬁ*; ﬂ'é' ks

]

percent of Americans
said Hicks should be
charged with a hate
crime, compared with
18 percent who believe
he should not.
Despite of those feel-
ings, a majority of
Americans, 52%, said
they believe that Islam
is more likely than other
religions to encourage
violence.

Suspicion of Islam
was much higher among
Republicans (74 per-
cent) than Democrats
(41 percent).

A majority (53 per-
cent) of Americans who
personally know a Mus-
lim disagree with the
idea that the religion is
more likely to encour-
age violence. Americans
who know Muslims are
also significantly more
likely to view them as
patriotic.

“But Americans per-
ceive discrimination

against Muslims in the
United States whether or
not they know someone
personally,” YouGov
said.

The Economist/
YouGov online poll sur-
veyed 1,000 respondents
from Feb. 14 to 16 with
a margin of error of 4.4
percent.

Although there are no
official  figures, the
United States is believed
to be home to between
6-8 million Muslims.

A US survey has
revealed that the major-
ity of Americans know
very little about Mus-
lims and their faith.

A recent Gallup poll,
however, found 43 per-
cent of Americans
Nationwide admitted to
feeling at least “a little”
prejudice against Mus-
lims.
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Children of Palestine ... the life of pain and suffering in all its details
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UN talks in peril as
Yemen troops clash
with separatists

SANAA - The separatist Southern Movement sus-
pended its participation in UN-sponsored talks raising
fresh tensions in Yemen, as nine soldiers were
wounded Saturday 2-28-2015 in a clash with separatist
fighters.

The clash coincided with a drone attack that killed
three suspected Al-Qaeda militants in southern Yemen,
tribal sources said.

An official in the southern province of Lahij said
that separatists opened fire on an army convoy and
three soldiers were wounded in a gunbattle.

The separatists last week abducted 12 soldiers and
threatened to kill them unless the army handed over a
military base to offset the growing influence of the
Shiite Huthi militia that has seized Sanaa.

Tensions in Yemen have soared since the Huthis
overran the presidential palace in the capital in Febru-
ary and placed Western-backed President Abedrabbo
Mansour Hadi under house arrest.

Hadi escaped last week to Aden, where he has been
reconsolidating his grip on power buoyed by support
from Gulf states which have relocated their embassies
to the southern city.

Several countries, including Britain and the United
States, closed their embassies in Sanaa over security
fears following the Huthi takeover.

Hadi's escape to Aden has turned what was the capi-
tal of an independent south Yemen before unification
in 1990 into a diplomatic hub.

The Southern Movement, which seeks the secession
of the regions of the formerly independent south,
announced overnight Friday that it was pulling out of
UN-brokered talks.

"We have suspended our participation in the (UN-
backed) national dialogue until it is moved out of the
country," Southern Movement member Yassin Mek-
kawi said.

He said negotiators were facing mounting "political
and psychological pressure".

UN envoy Jamal Benomar has been shuttling
between Yemeni parties to secure an end to the coun-
try's political deadlock and to persuade them to return
to the negotiating table in Sanaa.

But there has been widespread disagreement on the
venue. Benomar met Hadi in Aden on Thursday and
said the latter wanted the talks moved to a "safe place
to which the parties should agree".

Ousted president Ali Abdullah Saleh's party, how-
ever, insists the talks resume in Sanaa, warning of a
boycott.

The Huthis, who have long clashed with central
authorities, descended from their power base in north-
ern Yemen to seize Sanaa in September.

After moves to expand into southern and central
Yemen were checked by fierce resistance from Al-
Qaeda and from Sunni tribesmen, the militia grabbed
the seats of power in Sanaa in February.

The Yemen-based Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Penin-
sula, or AQAP, is seen by the United States as the
deadliest branch of the global extremist network.

AQAP took advantage of a 2011 uprising that forced
veteran president Saleh from power to seize large
swathes of the south and east.

On Saturday, three suspected Al-Qaeda militants
were killed in a drone strike in the southern province
of Shabwa, tribal sources said.
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Hezbollah deputy
warns of impeding
terrorist battle

BEIRUT: The Lebanese Army is facing an imminent
terrorist battle, Hezbollah deputy chief Sheikh Naim
Qassem said Thursday 2-26-2015, after the Army
waged pre-emptive attacks on militant positions
along the border with Syria.

Qassem warned that Syria-based jihadi groups
were gearing up for a major offensive deep into Leba-
nese territory when the winter ends next month.

“Lebanon must study its options well because this
project targets all of Lebanon,” he added.

In its pre-emptive offensive Thursday dawn, the
Army pushed out jihadi militants from two hilltop
positions, seizing explosives and unexploded projec-
tiles. Most of the militants, believed to be affiliated
with ISIS, apparently retreated after the offensive,
which was backed by artillery bombardment.

Hours after the operation, an officer and four
troops suffered light to moderate wounds when a
rocket fired by militants crashed near their vehicle on
the outskirts of the northeastern border town of Ras
Baalbek.

In a statement released Thursday, Qassem said the
“Army, people, and resistance” formula guaranteed
Lebanon’s ability to confront the terrorist threat.

The Army’s policy of pre-emptive shelling was put
in place after eight soldiers were killed and 22 other
soldiers wounded in fierce clashes with ISIS militants
on the edge of Ras Baalbek late last month.

That was the most serious attack since ISIS and
Nusra Front militants fought a five-day battle with
the Army in the northeastern town of Arsal in August.

The two militant groups are still holding 25 sol-
diers and policemen hostage on Arsal’s outskirts after
originally taking more than 37 hostages.

Four were killed, while eight others were released.
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Bashir pledges to quit
in 2020 1f re-elected

Sudanese President Omar Hassan al-Bashir, wanted by
the International Criminal Court for alleged war crimes
in Darfur, has said that he would quit in 2020 if he is
re-elected in April and that he would step down if he is
defeated at the polls.

The 71-year-old president who has been in power for
25 years made the announcement in an interview with
published by France's Le Monde newspaper on Thurs-
day. Bashir had previously signaled he would step
down this year, but his National Congress Party chose
him as its candidate in October, all but assuring his
success against a fractured and weakened opposition.
“According to the interim constitution adopted in
2005... the head of state can serve two terms," he told
the French daily. "So for me, it will be the last mandate
and, if elected, I will leave power in 2020."”
Opposition figures have said the continued rule of
Bashir -- facing an ICC arrest warrant that has pre-
vented him travelling to many countries -- has exacer-
bated Sudan's isolation from global financial and polit-
ical institutions.

But he has remained defiant in the face of domestic
and international opponents, kept a strong power base
in the army and remained popular among many parts
of the population.

"I will leave but by the ballot box," Bashir told a rally
in Wad Madani southeast of Khartoum, where he was
launching his campaign for the presidential election.
Sudan's mainstream opposition is boycotting the elec-
tion. "The Sudanese people hold power and choose
who governs and represents them through the ballot
box," he told the cheering crowd on the outskirts of
Wad Madani, in Jazira state, a farming area.

"Since April 1, 2013, there are no political prisoners in
Sudan," he said. Many opposition groups boycotted the
dialogue sessions.

Bashir said Western powers had labelled him a dictator
because they were disturbed by his stance against
interventions in Muslim countries.

"I'm used to it. I'm considered a dictator, a war crimi-
nal and genocidal, but how many dictators allow 120
political parties to exist?"

The Hague-based court has indicted Bashir on charges
of war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide
during his suppression of the Darfur revolt.

But the court's prosecutor in December shelved further
investigations into crimes committed during the con-
flict, citing a lack in efforts to getting Bashir to appear.
Khartoum dismisses the ICC charges and refuses to
deal with the court.
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d GCC chief visits

Yemen’s embattled
president

Sanaa - A group of Arab Gulf countries threw their sup-
port behind Yemen’s embattled president on Wednes-
day2-25-2015 as the group’s chief visited Abed Rabbo
Mansour Hadi in the city he fled to amid the Houthi
rebel power grab in the capital, Sanaa.

Hadi’s top aides said the Gulf Cooperation Council’s
secretary-general, Abdullatif Al Zayani, visited the presi-
dent in Aden. Hadi recently retracted the resignation he
submitted after Houthi rebels held him under house
arrest for a month in Sanaa.

The GCC includes Saudi Arabia, the United Arab
Emirates, Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar and Oman. The Gulf
countries see the Houthis as an Iranian-backed group
trying to expand the Houthi powerhouse’s influence in
the region.

Hadi told Al Zayani that he called on all state and
government institutions to move to Aden, according to a
statement from his office.

The Houthis have warned foreign diplomats and state
employees against viewing Hadi as Yemen’s legitimate
leader. They also have arrested politicians trying to reach
Aden.On Wednesday, Abdullah Noaman, the leader the
Nasserist party — one of Yemen’s main political parties
— was held at Sanaa airport by Houthi rebels, a party
official said.

A senior politician from Yemen’s Socialist Party said
that he and other party members met with Houthi repre-
sentatives late Tuesday. He said the Houthis warned
them that if they head to Aden, their party risks being
dissolved.

Later on Wednesday, the Socialists declared they are
pulling out of the UN-sponsored talks with the Houthis
to protest the rebels’ crackdown on opposition protests
in the capital earlier. It was not immediately possible to
reach Houthi leaders for comment.

The Houthis swept into Sanaa in September and
recently dissolved parliament.

Overnight, the Houthis took control of a major army
base for Yemen’s US-financed and trained special
forces, led by commandos loyal to Saleh, according to
officers. Hadi’s aides, the soldiers and others spoke on
condition of anonymity as they were not authorised to

speak to journalists.
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Oil prices could rebound to 200 US dollars per barrel if
investments in the oil sector dry up in light of current low
prices, according to OPEC’s secretary general, Abdallah El-
Badri. Speaking to Bloomberg in London on Monday, Badri
warned that new investment was needed in order to develop
oil fields, with investments in the sector already falling and a
number of projects canceled as current low prices continue to
affect profit margins. This echoed comments by Badri on
Wednesday, when he told attendees at the World Economic
Forum in Davos that current oil prices would not last as
investment in oil production would drop 15 percent, or 100
billion dollars, this year compared to 2014.

year, when they hovered around the 100 dollar mark. An
oversupplied market—Ilargely caused by the shale oil produc-
tion boom in the US and low demand from China and the
EU—caused prices to tumble during the second half of 2014.

eventually stabilize as a result of a shortage in supply and not
due to demand going up. Plans by Iraq to raise production
this year to 4 million bpd would not affect the market drasti-
cally by compounding the supply surplus,

put the excess in supply in the market slightly lower, at 1.1
million bpd. In a report released on Monday it said prices
would likely remain around their current range due to present
market conditions, known as contango, where oil futures
prices are above current spot prices, causing some buyers to
store supplies to sell later at a higher price.

keep its production levels at their current 30 million bpd.
Observers were expecting the organization to cut production

OPEC said it wanted to allow the market to recover naturally.

other producers, is banking on production dropping from
non-OPEC producers such as the US, where shale oil particu-
larly is costly to drill. It hopes the low prices and, in turn,
lower profits, will cause production to drop and investment to
slow as

OPEC and non-members, especially the US, telling Bloom-
berg OPEC was willing to hold talks with non-OPEC oil pro-
ducers in order to balance the market. This echoes comments
also made on Monday by Venezuelan President Nicol?s
Maduro during his visit to Saudi Arabia, when he said the
organization was undertaking “serious diplomatic efforts” to
coordinate with non-OPEC producers.

dollar region, but Badri said on Wednesday at Davos he did
not expect them to fall further to the 20-25 dollar range as
\some analysts have predicted. /

Oil prices could
reach $200 per bar-
rel: OPEC chief

Oil prices have fallen by more than 60 percent from last

Badri told Bloomberg the excess in supply currently stood
1.5 million barrels per day (bpd) and that the market would

he said.
Financial and banking multinational Barclays, meanwhile,

OPEC took the surprise decision in November of 2014 to

order to stem the excess in supply and drive up prices, but

OPEC, whose members enjoy lower production costs than

revenues dry up.
But Badri also dismissed talk of a “price war” between

Prices for Brent crude are currently hovering in the 45-50
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Muhammad (S) The Messenger of Allah(God) ..From Pg 29

These brave warriors
fought fiercely and during
this encounter Hamza
was killed by a spear
wound inflicted by the
Slave of Abu Sofian’s
wife Hind. Zakwan and
Abu Dajjana lay wounded
and ‘Ali was left alone to
defend the Holy Prophet.

‘Ali had received 16
wounds during this battle.
He picked up the Holy
Prophet while he was sur-
rounded by the enemy
and with Khalid shouting
to finish the Prophet off
for good. °‘Ali fought
against them, killing two
of them, which led the
others to run away. ‘Ali
(as) boldly lifted the Holy
Prophet and carried him
to the mountain and
safety.

‘Ali kept shouting “ the
Holy Prophet is alive” so
that the Muslims who ran
away might come back.
Those Muslims who had
not run far returned and
saw the wounded Prophet
and his daughter Fatima
(sa) attending to his
wounds. They took heart
and began to fight the
enemy under the com-
mand of ‘Ali (as) and
drove them away.

The victory was
gained. The  Prophet
returned to Madina and
declared three days of
mourning for his uncle
Hamza. The Holy Prophet
said afterwards that ‘Ali’s
bravery was applauded by
Angel Gabriel who said
that there is no braver
youth than ‘Ali and no
better sword than Zulfi-
qar.(Details of this battle
can be read in the History
of Tabari, Waqidi and
Abul Fida).

The Battle of Khandaq

The Battle of Khandaq:
4th year of Hijra, 626
AD: At the end of the bat-
tle of Ohud when Abu
Sofian was unable to hurt
the Holy Prophet, he
returned to Makka after
promising that he will
come back next year and
will take revenge for the
defeats of Badr and
Ohud. This time it was
not only the non believers
of Makka who were with
him. He had also taken
the help of the Jews of
Madina to defeat Islam
forever.

The Jewish tribes of

Madina promised to help
in two ways, one to send
soldiers to fight in the
battlefield and two to
create fear among the
women and children who
were left in the town
unprotected.

The Prophet’s compan-
ion Salman Farsi sug-
gested that the Muslims
must dig a moat on the
unprotected side of the
town. The Muslims took
this advice and the moat
was ready within 3 days
in which the Prophet him-
self took part. When the
enemy forces arrived at
the scene they were
unable to enter the city
due to the newly dug
moat and they stayed on
the outer side.

But one of their most
famous soldier's named
Amr Ibne Abde Wud
jumped the moat with his
horse and challenged the
Muslims to fight with
him. When The Prophet
asked his bravest to go
and fight Amr none of
them was eager to come
out. Omar Ibne Khattab
even suggested that this
man was so brave that he
fought one thousand men
alone and defeated them.

‘Ali was eager as ever
to fight this man and he
came out with the bless-
ings of the Holy Prophet
who said, ‘Today the
whole faith has come out
to fight the whole infidel-
ity. ”Ali was able to kill
the enemy soon and when
the Prophet saw ‘Ali vic-
torious he uttered the
words “Verily one blow
of ‘Ali’s sword on the day
of Khandaq is superior to
the worship of all beings
until the Day of Judge-
ment.”

Amr was killed, but the
battle was not over
Armies of non-believers
were on the other side of
the ditch while the Mus-
lims were inside the city
almost besieged without
any provisions. After a
while with the prayers of
the Holy Prophet a storm
blew up that frightened
the army of the non-
believers and they ran
away never to come back
again.

Treaty of Hodaibiya
After the battles of Badr,

Ohud and Khandaq the
infidels of Makka

avoided any further mili-
tary ventures. The
Prophet decided to per-
form Umra in the 6th year
of Hijra (628 AD). As the
Muslims approached
Makka, the infidels of
Makka did not like this
and stopped the Muslims
entering Makka. Seeing
them bent on aggression,
the apostle of God agreed
to a treaty with the Mak-
kans.

It was wisely drafted
by Imam ‘Ali (as) , the
terms outwardly looked
humiliating to Muslims
that if a Muslim was
taken captive by the infi-
dels he will not be
returned but if an infidel
comes to the hands of the
Muslims he will be
released immediately.

When the Holy Prophet
signed the treaty, Umar
Ibne Khattab disliked it
so much that he uttered
the words,” I have never
doubted about the Pro-
phethood of Muhammad
(S) this much as I did
today.” He questioned the
Prophet about this humili-
ating agreement to which
the Prophet replied, "I am
the Messenger of Allah
and all my acts are on the
orders from Allah."

But it is evident that

this deviation from the
path of the Prophet was
later to become an
acceptable norm rather
than an off the cuff event.
Later you will see how
this misconceived habit
of contradicting the infal-
lible Prophet of Islam
created divisions within
the religion itself. Those
who followed ‘Ali as the
follower of the Sunna of
the Prophet became the
partisan of ‘Ali, others
followed Omar ibn Khat-
tab.

(see Saheeh Bukhari,
Kitab-alKholafa)

The Battle of Khyber

The Jews of Madina ever
since their treachery dur-
ing the battle of Khandaq,
were always on the look-
out for some mischief to
hurt Islam. This mischief
mongering increased so
much so that they were
banished from the city to
live outside Madina.
They had extensive lands
and had built strong for-
tresses where most of the
Jewish community lived.

The fort of Khyber was a
strong fort built of stone
with an iron gate. It was

the strong hold of the
Jews who invaded Mus-
lim lands and villages

around the area. They
killed Muslims and looted
their property. Warnings
were given to the Jews of
Khyber to stop their mis-
chievous deeds but they
did not bother even to
acknowledge their mis-
deeds.

The Holy Prophet pro-
ceeded to stop this prob-
lem for the Muslims.
Muslim forces encamped
outside this fort. It was in
the month of Muharram
in the 7th year of Hijra.
On the First day Abubakr
led the Muslim forces to
fight the Jews.

The Jews came out of
the fort. A furious battle
was fought; Muslims
could not break the Jews
onslaught and retreated
back to their camp. The
Next day Omar Ibne
Khattab took the flag and
tried to defeat the Jewish
forces without success.

That night the Prophet
announced,” Tomorrow I
will give the flag of Islam
to a man who is brave
and does not run away
from the battlefield, he
loves Allah and the
Prophet of Allah and
Allah and His Prophet

love him.”

The Next day, after
morning  prayers  the
Prophet called for ‘Ali
(as) and gave the Flag in
his hands. ‘Ali (as) hold-
ing the flag in his hand
went towards the fort.
Noticing that only one
man was coming towards
the fort the Jews did not
come out in the open
field. Reaching the gates
of the fort ‘Ali fixed the
pole on a hard stone slab.
Noticing the fixing of the
flag on a hard stone, a
Jew who was a learned
scholar, asked from the
top of the wall, " who are
you? ”

Ali replied, “I am ‘Ali
son of Abu Talib.” Hear-
ing the name the learned
scholar turned towards his
people and told them, “I
have read in the sacred
both at a man of this
name will defeat you.
" In accordance with the
.convention of the Arabs

‘Ali announced his chal-
lenge and demanded the
bravest of them to come
out and fight him in sin-
gle combat. Merhub, one
of the brave and skilled
warriors came out and
was killed by ‘Ali (as) in
one blow.
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Muhammad (S) The Messenger of Allah(God) 2

Abubakr was with the
Prophet, when they left
Makka from the southern
exit and hid in a cave a
few miles away. While
they were inside the cave
a spider weaved a web on
the entrance to the cave to
give an impression that
no one had entered the
cave.

Meanwhile in Makka
the enemy with open
swords entered Muham-
mad’s house in order to
kill him, but found ‘Ali
sleeping soundly. They
asked °‘Ali, where was
Muhammad to which ‘Ali
replied, “have  you
entrusted him to me?”

The enemy left disap-
pointed, but realized that
Muhammad (S) must
have gone to Yathrib.
They tried to follow the
tracks with the help of
professional trackers and
reached the cave of Thaur
where these two were sit-
ting inside. But the spi-
der’s web deceived them
and they all came back
disappointed.

Muhammad (S)
reached Yathrib, the town
some 400 kilometers
north of Makka and the
converts there named the
city as ‘the city of the
Prophet’ (Madinatun
Nabi). Ever since then the
town has been known as
Madina. The date of this
migration was 26th July
623 AD and under the
new Islamic Calendar, the
first year of the Hijra.

‘Ali stayed in Makka
to give back to the own-

ers all the wvaluables
which the people of
Makka had deposited

with Muhammad for safe
keeping. After three days
when this important task
was completed ‘Ali (as)
set out for Madina and
arrived there a week later.
Muhammad (S) waited
for him at the outskirts of
the town and entered the
town with the whole fam-
ily.

The People of Madina
helped Muhammad (S)
settle in this new place.

This is Muhammad

Their help was appre-
ciated so much so that
they were called Ansars,
the Helpers, while those
who came from Makka
were called Muhajiroon,
the migrants. On orders
from Allah, Muhammad
(S) brought Muhajirs and
Ansars together by mak-
ing each Ansar a brother
to a Muhajir.

This way they shared
each other’s property like
brothers. Muhammad (S)
took ‘Ali (as) as his
brother in faith, although
‘Ali was his cousin in
relation to blood. (Sirat
Ibne Hisham).

Muhammad’s daughter
Fatima was about 1 9
years old and there were
many suitors, but when-
ever somebody asked
Muhammad (S) for Fat-
ima’s hand in marriage he
kept quiet. One day ‘Ali
(as) came to the mosque
and asked for Fatima’s
hand in marriage.

Muhammad
"Yes, this has been
ordained by Allah." He

replied

asked , "What property
do you have," to which
‘Ali replied, "not much."
He had a sword, a horse
and a protective shield.
Muhammad said "sell the
shield, because you will
need the horse and the
sword for the protection
of Islam."

‘Ali sold his shield for
200 Dirhams, brought the
money to Muhammad (S)
who added another 200
Dirhams over it and
asked his companions to
buy household goods to
set up home for the new-
lyweds. He then read the
Khutba and finalized the
marriage of ‘Ali (as) and
Fatima.

This was in the First
year of the Hijra. This
was a simple Islamic mar-
riage which should be
copied by all Muslims
instead of spending lavish
amounts of money and
huge dowries to cripple
the parents economically
forever.

As Islam was the relig-

Peace be upon him

ion of peace and surrender
to the Will of God,
aggression had been for-
bidden. In spite of various
attacks on the newly con-
verted Muslim community
in Madina, Muhammad
(S) had forbidden all retal-
iation. News came from
Makka that all those who
left Makka had lost their
property. The Makkans
had taken all they had left
behind.

Muhammad’s uncle
Hamza asked Muhammad
(S) to fight with the Kuf-
fars of Makka but he did
not agree. In the end when
news came that the Mak-
kans ~ were  marching
towards Madina to fight
Muhammad (S) and his
newly converted Muslim
community, the Verses
came down on Muham-
mad (S) to stand up and
defend your “Deen”, but
do not exceed the limits.
In other words you can
only defend, aggression
was totally forbidden. ( 2:
173-174)

The Battle of Badr
In the 2nd year of

Hijra, 624 AD, 'The Bat-
tle of Badr' took place.
The Makkans marched
towards Madina with
1000 soldiers. Muham-
mad (S) with his army of
313 men came out of
Madina. Badr is situated
some 10 miles south of
Madina and 240 miles
north of Makka. The
Makkans travelled all the
way to Madina to defeat
Islam. The Muslims had
no choice but to defend
Islam.

Hamza, ‘Ali Obaida
came out of the Muslim
side in single combat
with the chiefs of Makka
who were all slain. The
battle ensued and at the
end of the day the Mak-
kans were defeated with
70 dead, while very few
Muslims were killed.

Those Makkans who
were taken captive were
told that if they could
teach Muslims to read
and write, they would live

freely in the city and be
provided with food and
shelter. This was a clear
direction that gaining
knowledge was the first
priority in Islam.

The Battle of Ohud

In the 3rd year of Hijra,
‘The Battle of Ohud’ took
place. The Makkans did
not like their defeat in
Badr and began their
preparations in earnest.
They came with 3000
men to fight Islam.
Muhammad (S) heard the
news and came out of
Madina with 700 men.

Muhammad (S)
arranged his small army
in such a way that the
mountain  was  behind
them. Some 30 archers
from the army were stra-
tegically placed in an
opening in the mountain
to protect the Muslims
from any attack from
behind.

Initially the Makkans
were no match for the
valor of the Muslim sol-
diers and they began to
run away. Newly con-
verted Muslim soldiers
prematurely thought they
had won the war, so they
began to take possession
of the booty of war.

When the 30 archers
saw this, they left their
strategic mountain pass to
join the others. Khalid
Ibne Walid saw this open-
ing and cleverly attacked
from behind on the per-
son of the Prophet him-
self. It was “Ali (as) and a
few other true compan-
ions of the Prophet that
saved the day and saved
the life of the Prophet.
The Prophet was himself
injured by a stone.

Khalid Tbne Walid
shouted ‘Muhammad is
killed’, upon which hear-
ing this, many compan-
ions began to run away in
panic. The wounded
Prophet was left in the
battlefield with only ‘Ali,
Hamza, Abu Dajjana and
Zakwan to defend him.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT ISLAM GO TO :
* www.rasoulallah.net

www.mercyprophet.com

Read More About Islamic Civilization : www.islamstory.com
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ABU DHABI -Arab Amer-
ican Today -The Poetry
Academy at the Cultural
Programs and Heritage
Festivals Committee — Abu
Dhabi has recently pub-
lished the edited and
expanded “Al Nahyan
Poets”  collection (third
edition). The collection
comprises works of 17
poets from Al Nahyan
Family along five centuries
(from the 16th to the 20th
century).

The 379-page collection
is characterised by quality
and classiness. In the pref-
ace, the Cultural Programs
and Heritage Festivals
Committee — Abu Dhabi
noted that poetry had
accompanied Al Nahyan
rulers since their rise on
the socio-political arena in
the region.

The poems, which were
gathered and kept for the
members of the family -
whose rule of Abu Dhabi
dates back to more than
five centuries-, do not
carry an image of lavish-
ness.

They are, rather, a social
contribution to a literary
genre that constituted an
important part of the local
identity and the region’s
culture and history.
Through a civilised poetic
language and innovative
artistic pictures, the poems

Abu Dhabi publishes ‘Al Nahyan Poets’ collection

do stand as a reflection of
a humble human nature.

This important poetic
experience of Al Nahyan
poets - between the 16th
and 20th century- is a phe-
nomenon worthy of study
and contemplation. It
records the oldest versions
of Al Wanna poetry. This
form poetry, which charac-
terised the UAE society,
dates back to late Sheikh
Dhiab bin Issa Al Nahyan
(18th century).  The col-
lection also records the
oldest versions of Al Tagh-
rouda poetry, which dates
back to late Sheikh Sultan
bin Shakhbout Al Nahyan
(19th century).

The Al Nahyan poetic
experience also provides
the reader with a model of
the human and literary
character of the members
of the ruling family who
adopted a literary genre
that was practiced by the
people to communicate in
their daily lives. They pro-
duced poetry for various
purposes like  wisdom,
advice, politics, love and
enthusiasm.

Poetic contests used to
place, showing the extent
of interblending between
the rulers and community
members. Al Nahyan poets

&t
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v
% e
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£33 == TN
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knew very well that poetry
had a huge impact on com-
municating with all groups
and was a perfect channel
to explain many social,
humanitarian and political
affairs. In political poetry,
Al Nahyans were actually
practicing politics through
poetry. Important samples
of political poetry can be
found in works of late

Sheikh Saeed bin Tahnoon
Al Nahyan and late Sheikh
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nah-
yan.

The Cultural Programs
and Heritage Festivals
Committee noted that the
series of Al Nahyan Poets
is still at the apex of poetic
creativity, through the
presentation of new experi-
ences by the young genera-

tion of this literary family.
The Cultural Programs and
Heritage Festivals Com-
mittee — Abu Dhabi said
that collection includes
poems of Sheikh
Mohammed Al Falahi Al
Yassi; Sheikh Dhiab bin
Issa Al Nahyan; Sheikh
Khalifa bin Shakhbout Al
Nahyan; Sheikh Sultan bin
Shakhbout Al Nahyan;
Sheikh Issa bin Khalid Al
Nahyan;  Sheikh Ibin
Issa Al Nahyan; Sheikh
Khalid bin Issa Al Nahyan;
Sheikh Hilal bin Issa Al
Nahyan; Sheikh Saeed bin
Tahnoun Al  Nahyan;
Sheikh Zayed bin Khalifa
bin Shakhbout Al Nahyan
(Sheikh Zayed the First);

Sheikh Khalifa bin
Zayed bin Khalifa Al Nah-
yan; Sheikh Hamdan bin
Zayed bin Khalifa Al Nah-
yan; Sheikh Sultan Bin
Zayed bin Khalifa Al Nah-
yan; Sheikh Mohammed
bin Zayed bin Khalifa Al
Nahyan; Sheikh Zayed bin
Sultan Al Nahyan; Sheikh
Sultan bin Zayed Al Nah-
yan, and Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zayed bin
Sultan Al Nahyan . The
collection comprises 132
poems with an explanation
of the vocabulary.

It also includes some
poems that were published
for the first time. The
deeply-rooted Al Nahyan
family has witnessed the
emergence of several tal-
ents who composed poetry
of different themes and for
different purposes. Over
several centuries, these
poets have presented a set
of diverse creative works.

The poets of this collec-
tion write feelings in a
form of poetry that is char-
acterised by a fine artistic
imagery at the level of
description. The poets dis-
cover the power of
imagery through a creative
movement from tech-
niques that are abundant
with romantic meanings
toward the use of much
creative methods.  Such
a movement allows the
poets to depict a human
condition beyond the
already-known emotional
reactions, producing a sort
of a structural union
between the image and the
theme. The poets start with
a letter to create new
approaches, transforming
poetry in an unprecedented
and talented way.
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was the pen name of Fatima- (L L.TAssia Djebar (Arabic:

Zohra Imalayen (30 June 1936 — 6 February 2015), an
Algerian novelist, translator and filmmaker. Most of her
works deal with obstacles faced by women, and she is
noted for her feminist stance. She is "frequently associated
with women's writing movements, her novels are clearly
focused on the creation of a genealogy of Algerian women,
and her political stance is virulently anti-patriarchal as
much as it is anti-colonial."[ 1] Djebar is considered to be
one of North Africa's pre-eminent and most influential writ-
ers. She was elected to the Académie frangaise on 16 June
2005, the first writer from the Maghreb to achieve such rec-
ognition. For the entire body of her work she was awarded
the 1996 Neustadt International Prize for Literature.

Early life

Djebar was born Fatima-Zohra Imalayen on June 30, 1936,
to Tahar Imalhayéne and Bahia Sahraoui into a Berber-
speaking family. She was raised in Cherchell, a small sea-
port village near Algiers in the Province of Ain Defla. Dje-
bar's father was an educator, teaching the French language
at Mouzaiaville dans la Mitidja, a primary school she
attended. Later, Djebar attend a Quranic private boarding
school in Blida, where she was one of only two girls. She
studied at College de Blida, a high school in Algiers, where
she was the only Muslim in her class.

Career

In 1957, she published her first novel, La Soif ("The
Thirst"). Fearing her father's disapproval, she had it pub-
lished under the pen name Assia Djebar. Another book, Les
Impatients, followed the next year. Also in 1958, she and
Ahmed Ould-Rouis began a marriage that would eventually
end in divorce.

In 1962, Djebar published Les Enfants du Nouveau Monde,
and followed that in 1967 with Les Alouettes Naives. She
remarried in 1980, to the Algerian poet Malek Alloula. The
couple lived in Paris, France.

In 1985, Djebar published L'Amour, la fantasia
(translated as Fantasia: An Algerian Cavalcade, Heinemann
1993), in which she "repeatedly states her ambivalence
about language, about her identification as a Western-
educated, Algerian, feminist, Muslim intellectual, about her
role as spokesperson for Algerian women as well as for
women in general."

In 2005, Djebar was accepted into the Académie
francaise, a prestigious institution tasked with guarding the
heritage of the French language.

She was a Silver Chair professor of Francophone litera-
ture at New York University.

Djebar died in February 2015, aged 78.

Awards

In 1996 Djebar won the prestigious Neustadt International
Prize for Literature for her contribution to world literature.
The following year, she took home the Yourcenar Prize. In
2000, she won the Peace Prize of the German Book Trade.

Works

La Soif, 1957 (English: The Mischief)

Les impatients, 1958

Les Enfants du Nouveau Monde, 1962 (English: Children
of the New World)

Les Alouettes naives 1967

Poéme pour une algérie heureuse, 1969

Rouge l'aube

L'Amour, la fantasia, 1985 (English: Fantasia: An Algerian
Cavalcade)

Ombre sultane 1987 (English: A Sister to Scheherazade)
Loin de Médine, (English: Far from Medina)

Vaste est la prison, 1995 (English: So Vast the Prison)

Le blanc de I'Algérie, 1996 (English: Algerian White)
Oran, langue morte 1997 (English: The Tongue's Blood
Does Not Run Dry: Algerian Stories)

Les Nuits de Strasbourg 1997

Femmes d'Alger dans leur appartement (English: Women of
Algiers in Their Apartment)

La femme sans sépulture, 2002

La disparition de la langue frangaise, 2003

Nulle part dans la maison de mon pere, 2008

Cinema

La Nouba des femmes du Mont Chenoua, 1977
La Zerda ou les chants de l'oubli, 1979
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i Book Review

Reviewed by Jim Miles

(The Rise of the Islamic
State — ISIS and the New
Sunni Revolution. Patrick
Cockburn. Verso, London/
New York, 2014/2015.)

When observed from the
mainstream media per-
spective, the rise of ISIS
was an apparent ‘out of
nowhere’ phenomenon. It
only found prominence
when they approached
Irbil, the Kurdish “oil’ city
where western companies
manoevered for resource
control. It was then that it
became mainstream news-
worthy, and then that the
U.S. ordered its bombing
campaign and the ouster
of Maliki, who was
blamed for the ills of Iraq
and its ghost army.

In clear concise lan-
guage and format, Patrick
Cockburn presents a more
realistic story of the rise
of ISIS in his latest work,
The Rise of the Islamic
State. Rather than being a
sudden event, it is seen to
be a logical progression
of events backgrounded
by the U.S., Saudi Arabia,
and Pakistan.

As the wars in the Mid-
dle East have progressed
they have become more

and more violent. It
started with the mujahi-
deen in  Afghanistan,

aided and abetted by the
U.S., Saudi Arabia, and
Pakistan’s ISI. After suc-
cessfully getting rid of
Soviet  forces, those
“freedom fighters”
morphed into the Taliban,
where the ideology of al-
Qaeda grew its protected
roots.

ISIS and the NewSunni Revolution

When Iraq was illegally
attacked unilaterally by
the U.S. in 2003, al-
Qaeda found a new place
to spread its influence
where it had not been
before. At first it found
support with the disen-
franchised Sunni tribes,
later minimized by the
“Awakening” — the U.S.
big dollar effort to buy
out the Sunni leaders.
After the war in Iraq, a
highly unstable state was
left behind, essentially
divided into three parts:
Kurds in the northeast,
Sunnis in the west, and
the Shia in the south.

The continuing
internecine fighting
waged since the
U.S.  departure
has mostly
been  under
the radar of

that
the new
and
increasin
gly
fierce fight-

ing by the civil war
in Syria, pitting the
Assad government, back
stopped by Russia,

against a web of opposi-
tion groups backed by the
U.S. and its allies.

The combination of
disaffected Sunnis — many
former military personnel,
many affected by the
Sunni-Shia fighting — and

well supplied and trained
fundamentalist

the “Sunnis will rise up in
opposition to ISIS and its

Islamic caliphate. A new and terri-
groups - fying state has been
again with " born that will

U.S. and not easily
Saudi dis

directi
on

to
lame for this

sequence of
events, much
more so than Iraq

coale and Syria as stand
sced into alone countries, or
ISIS, a new Turkey as an anti-

bigger, badder, meaner,
and much more efficient
fighting organization.
Because of historical
precedents, Cockburn
indicates that it is unlikely

Kurd, quasi-ISIS sup-

porter.

In other words, if ISIS
is the child of war, then
the U.S. is one of its par-
ents. The Sunni resur-

gence in Iraq was not an
overnight sensation, but
had a gestation period of
several years.

Cockburn brings events
right up to October 2014,
noting that the then immi-

nent pushback of ISIS

from Kobani had not

prevented ISIS
from  pro-
gressing

elsewhere in
Anbar  prov-
ince. His pres-
entation is rea-
sonably short and
provides a clear
summary exposition
of whom is involved
within the ISIS nexus. It
should serve as an honest
primer on the overall situ-
ation with current events
in the Middle East.
The only point I could
argue on is the repetition
that the war on terror has

“failed so catastrophi-
cally,” “failed miserably”,
and ‘“has demonstrably

failed.” I can see both
sides to the position.

When looking at the
narrow definition of the
war on terror as an actual
war on terror, yes it has
failed by creating many
more terrorists in
response to its many vio-
lent actions that tend to
target much more than
just terrorists.  But no, it
has not failed if the goal is
to maintain U.S. control
over regions through
failed  states, corrupt
states, or otherwise.

After reading PNAC’s

“Project for a New Amer-
ican Century”, having
digested Paul Wolfowitz’
“Defence Policy Plan”
under GW.H. Bush that
called for full spectrum
dominance and unilateral
pre-emptive nuclear war,
after reading sections of
Zbigniew Brzezinski’s
“Grand Chessboard”, and
while watching Israel
continue annexing more
and more territory while
staying out of the U.S.
wars in the region, per-
haps the war on terror
could at best be consid-
ered a draw.

It is not accomplishing
its publicly stated pur-
pose, but it is maintaining
U.S. dominance for its
geopolitical agenda of
controlling resources and
politicians. And it is use-
ful for maintaining the
‘fear factor’ for domestic
political usage for most
western governments.

Regardless, The Rise
of Islamic State is a wor-
thy read, clearly defining
the major roles and events
of this long developing
story.

- Jim Miles is a Canadian
educator and a regular con-
tributor/columnist of opin-
ion pieces and book reviews
for The Palestine Chronicle.
Miles’ work is also pre-
sented  globally  through
other alternative websites
and news publications. He
contributed this article to
PalestineChronicle.com.
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Reports L

OCCUPIED  JERUSA-
LEM, 16 February 2015
(IRIN) - Just over 5 per-
cent of the money
pledged to rebuild Gaza
after last summer’s dev-
astating 50-day war with
Israel has been delivered,
IRIN has learned.

More than 2,000 Pales-
tinians — the majority
civilians — were killed
during the conflict and
around 100,000 homes
were destroyed. Six
months since a ceasefire
was agreed, many fami-
lies are still sleeping in
temporary shelters.

Five months ago world
leaders promised over $5
billion for reconstruction,
redevelopment, and gov-
ernment assistance. Yet
only a fraction has actu-
ally materialized.

“Approximately

USDS$300 million” has
been received so far, a
source at the office of the
Palestinian Deputy Prime

Minister Mohammad
Mustafa - who is heading
up the government's

reconstruction efforts in
Gaza - told IRIN.
“Projects [that are]
being held up because of
the lack of donations are
major reconstruction pro-
jects, chief among them
housing and road recon-
struction,” the source
said. The revelation fol-
lows comments by Robert

six months on from the conflict

Turner, the Gaza head of
UNWRA - the UN
agency for Palestine refu-
gees — that “virtually
none” of the pledged
funds had reached the ter-
ritory.

Broken promises?

The $5.4 billion that was
promised the Cairo con-
ference exceeded the $4
billion the Palestinian
Authority said it needed.
About $2.8 billion of the
pledged money was ear-
marked for the first three
years of reconstruction.
Yet only a fraction of that
has been made available.
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Tracking down  who
promised what has proved
stubbornly difficult.
The website of the confer-
ence, which was hosted
by Egypt and Norway,

contains no  specific
breakdown of funding
pledges.

IRIN asked the Norwe-
gians to provide a full list
of promises made, but
Frode Overland Ander-
son, a spokesperson for
Norway’s Minister of For-
eign Affairs, told IRIN “it
is not feasible to make a
complete and detailed
breakdown of pledges
from the Cairo confer-
ence.” The  reasons,
Anderson  said, were

B L =

)

“partly because donors
have [yet] to provide a
comprehensive break-
down of their contribu-
tions and partly due to
conditions on the ground
that are  preventing
[disbursement of] further
installments.”

However, some say
there has been too little
emphasis placed on chas-
ing up the money. Con-
trasting it with pledging
conferences for Syria,
one UN staffer said the
Egyptians had not been
sufficiently ~ pro-active.

"When Kuwait organized
the conference on Syria
the secretariat followed
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strict ~ procedures  to
ensure that the money got
paid, including inviting
donors to  meetings.
Egypt has done nothing.”

Egyptian officials did
not respond to requests
for comment.

In fact it was only in
mid-January, ahead of a
donors'  meeting in
March, that Norway for-
mally  requested the
World Bank to track
down how much money
had been delivered.

According to Steen
Lau Jorgensen, the World
Bank’s Country Director
for Gaza and the West
Bank, the process will
"include a report ... that
will reflect the pledges of
Gaza reconstruction dis-
bursed through all chan-
nels and the timing for
disbursement. It will also
assess to what extent the
donors have realized their
pledges and will break
down the list of pledges
into budget support and
Gaza reconstruction."

Political uncertainty

One European diplomat
told IRIN that although
the lack of actual dis-
bursement so far is espe-
cially low in this case,
conferences are notorious
for producing big head-
line figures that don’t
ultimately ~ materialize.
"These kinds of pledging

events tend to produce
much more in pledges
than what is actually
delivered," he said. "I
doubt that we have ever
seen a pledging confer-
ence where commitments
were ever followed up
completely."

But even before Cairo,
donors expressed frustra-
tion that they were
expected to pay to rebuild
a territory that would
likely  descend into
repeated violence without
a durable solution to the
Israeli-Palestinian ~ con-
flict.

Hamas and Fatah, the
two leading Palestinian
factions, reached a politi-
cal agreement ending
seven years of bitter divi-
sion just before the latest
outbreak of hostilities
with Israel.

But the new joint gov-
ernment of technocrats
has yet to take over in the
Gaza strip leaving Hamas
— considered a terrorist
organization by  the
United States — still in
charge. That is a matter
of concern for some
donors.

A senior European Union
diplomat who is familiar
with the situation told
Donors are hold-IRIN,
ing back until the Pales-
tinian Authority gets a
foothold in Gaza...

Only five percent of pledged aid reaches Gaza

Continued on page 51
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Writings &LLis

Yemen and the agony of the modern Arab era

Rami G. Khouri.

BEIRUT — The stunning
situation in Yemen, as
that country’s foundations
shake and slowly col-
lapse, is a complete
example of the structural
weaknesses that plague so
many of the countries of
the modern Arab world.

If you want to teach
someone about why the
Arab world continues to
lurch from conflict to
conflict in a region-wide
maelstrom of political
violence and state inco-
herence, Yemen could be
the best example that cap-
tures the fundamental,
always lethal, structural
weakness that now also
rears its head in a dozen
other Arab states: the lack
of a citizenry’s validation
of their own country
inevitably leads to the
collapse of the integrated
state and its fragmenta-
tion into smaller units led
by armed groups, amidst
chronic violence.

While Yemen is a tell-
ing lesson in how not to
practice stable statehood,
it also requires more
urgent attention because
it poses real and major
danger to others in the
region and the world.
This is because of its
proximity to the Gulf
Cooperation Council
(GCC) oil-producers and
major global sea lanes,
the established presence
there of Al-Qaeda in the
Arabian Peninsula
(AQAP), and the conse-
quences of state collapse
and new refugee flows in
a country of 25 million
low-income people with
few economic prospects.

This highlights the sec-
ond important lesson in
Yemen: after the end of
the Cold War in 1990, the
Arab region and its thin
states cannot rely on
external forces to main-
tain a regional order or at
least prop up vulnerable
states and prevent them
from collapsing and spill-
ing over their sicknesses
and  weaknesses  into
neighboring countries.

Yemen is frightening
also because this likeli-
hood occurs at a moment,
and in a context, when
nobody is in charge of
maintaining a semblance
of order and national
integrity. Local chaos
mirrors regional chaos.

The startling thing also
is that Yemen has been
undergoing such national
stresses and ruptures for
the past half a century —
since the Saudi Arabian-
Egyptian, American-
Soviet proxy war in that
land in the 1960s. The
alternating episodes of
modern state-building
and state-collapse that
Yemen has experienced
since the 1950s include
virtually every political
element that has shaped
and wrecked the modern
Arab world in that period.

The long and astound-

ing list includes, most
importantly, tribal and
religious forces, Arab

nationalist and regional
separatist movements,
armed sectarian groups,
terrorist groups such as
AQAP, foreign colonial
manipulation (in South
Yemen pre-1967), exter-
nal Arab power plays and
proxy wars, big power
Cold War influences,
family-and-security-run
governments, attempts at
democratization and
political pluralism,
repeated national dialogs,
popular revolutions,
direct interventions by
neighboring powers such
as Saudi Arabia and the
GCC or by the United
Nations, indirect inter-
ventions by Iran and oth-
ers, significant external
economic assistance, uni-
fication and separation of
north and south, serious
attempts at consensus-
based constitution-writing
and decentralization of
power, and, to make mat-
ters worse, a serious envi-
ronmental crisis of fresh
water depletion that will
be catastrophic if it is not
addressed quickly and
seriously.

These elements of
erratic politics, identity,
nationalism and statehood
are now joined by the lat-
est development — the
Houthi takeover last week
of the capital Sanaa and
declaration of a new con-
stitutional transitional
system that has sparked
new concerns and threats
from many directions.

The incredible — but
positive — element is
that the major political
groups in Yemen continue
to meet this week under
the chairmanship of the
UN special envoy to seek
a political solution to the
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constitutional and gov-
ernance stresses that tear
apart their country.
Yemen has many
options, all of which it
has tried or broached
before without lasting
success — including
secession of the south, tri-
bal fiefdoms in the north,
decentralized  constitu-
tionalism, civil war, dem-
ocratic  pluralism and
power-sharing, or a
strong centralized secur-
ity state. The two new
elements that frighten
everyone in Yemen and
abroad are the established

but limited presence of
AQAP, and the possibility
that ISIS would exploit
the chaos there to set up
its own operation in
Yemen.

The GCC is again
likely to be the major
external player that tries
to maintain some kind of
order in Yemen, as it did
several years ago when
its efforts removed the
former ruler Ali Abdullah
Saleh and ushered in a
transition period to a
more pluralistic but short-
lived system of power-
sharing via the national

dialog.

The Saudi-led GCC
states will see the Houthi
takeover of Sanaa as
another  Iranian-backed
threat to Sunni power in
the region, which they
will try to neutralize. This
short-term approach to
political ~ developments
cannot camouflage the
deeper, older vulnerabili-
ties of the entire modern
Arab order that Yemen
once again highlights —
a chronic lack of stability
and sustainable national
development in  Arab
states that have sought

legitimacy in their mili-
taries or foreign patrons,
rather than in the state-
forming consent and
state-building  participa-
tion of their own citizens.

* Rami G. Khouri is pub-
lished twice weekly in the
Daily Star. He was founding
director and now senior pol-
icy fellow of the Issam Fares
Institute for Public Policy
and International Affairs at
the American University of
Beirut. Follow him on Twit-
ter (@ramikhouri.

Copyright ©2015 Rami G.
Khouri -- distributed by
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We are Deah, Yusor,
and Razan

Hesham Hassaballa

I could not think straight after I read of the incident.
Three American Muslim college students — Deah
Barakat, his new wife Yusor Mohammad, and her sis-
ter Razan — were gunned down, execution style, in
their apartment in Chapel Hill, North Carolina, on the
evening of February 10. The suspect, Craig Stephen
Hicks, has been charged with three counts of first-
degree murder.

What added to the terrible injury of this news was
the near total silence about the murders in the main-
stream media. I learned of the shooting via text mes-
sage from my brother-in-law. While, sadly, shootings
such as this occur all across the country every day, if
the reverse had been true — a Muslim man gunning
down three non-Muslim college students — there
would have been widespread, wall-to-wall coverage of
a "terrorist" incident. The double-standard is unmis-
takable.

That being said, the horrific tragedy of this triple
murder has brought to the fore the truth about Mus-
lims in America that is largely uncovered in the news
media. The media is quick to report on the latest act of
savagery by ISIS or Boko Haram, solidifying the per-
ception that Islam is a violent death cult bent on
destruction of the world. Indeed, a recent poll by Life-
Way Research stated that 27% of Americans think
ISIS offer a true representation of Islamic society.
Nearly half of senior Protestant pastors believe the
same thing.

The truth about Islam in America, however, is
exemplified by the lives of these three young Ameri-
cans. Deah Barakat was a kind-hearted young man
who brought smiles to all those who knew him. His
sister, a physician, described him as "a 6-foot-3-inch
young man who had the kindest heart, who loved eve-
ryone he met, greeted strangers with hugs and dedi-
cated his life to service."

He was a second-year dental student at UNC, and
his wife — Yusor — was accepted at the same school
to start this fall. They were newly married this past
December. Razan was studying architecture at North
Carolina State University and was an accomplished
artist and videographer. She and Yusor, as their father
stated, "volunteered in downtown Raleigh many times
a year to feed the homeless and the hungry." Deah
raised money to provide dental care for Syrian war
refugees in Turkey.

The young couple was so much in love. A friend
described them as "an adorable young couple. I don't
know how to say it ... they really radiated this kind of
light. They radiated humility, kindness, love. You
couldn't help but be inspired by them."

Family, activism, altruism, optimism, faith and
kindness: This is the story of Deah, Yusor, and Razan.
This is also the story of American Islam, and all across
our country, there are countless Deahs, Yusors, and
Razans. Their stories of beauty and hope are not
reported by the media and not highlighted by the pun-
dits, commentators, and "experts" speaking of the
"evils" of Islam.

But their stories represent what we Muslims have
been saying all along: American Muslims are success-
ful, loyal citizens dedicated to make their country and
their world a better place for all. No, it does not make
the headlines, but this reality is part of why America is
such a wonderful place to live. That it took a terrible
tragedy to bring this reality to light is most unfortu-
nate.

Hesham A. Hassaballa is a Chicago-based doctor and writer. His lat-
est book is Noble Brother: The Story of the Last Prophet in Poetry
(Faithful Word Press).
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Scientists find evi-
dence of wheat in UK
8,000 years ago

By Helen Briggs

Fragments of wheat DNA recovered from an ancient
peat bog suggests the grain was traded or exchanged
long before it was grown by the first British farmers.

The research, published in Science, suggests there was
a sophisticated network of cultural links across Europe.

The grain was found at what is now a submerged cliff
off the Isle of Wight.

Farming of plants and animals first appeared in the
Near East, with the technology spreading along two
main routes into Europe.

The accepted date of arrival on the British mainland is
around 6,000 years ago, as ancient hunter gatherers
began to grow crops such as wheat and barley.

The DNA of the wheat - known as einkorn - was col-
lected from sediment that was once a peat bog next to a
river. Scientists think traders arrived in Britain with the
wheat, perhaps via land bridges that connected the south
east coast of Britain to the European mainland, where
they encountered a less advanced hunter gatherer soci-
ety.

The wheat may have been made into flour to supple-
ment the diet, but a search for pollen and other clues
revealed no signs that the crop was grown in Britain
until much later.

Cultural connection

Dr Robin Allaby of the University of Warwick, who led
the research, said 8,000 years ago the people of mainland
Britain were leading a hunter-gatherer existence, while at
the same time farming was gradually spreading across
Europe.

"Common throughout neolithic Southern Europe, ein-
korn is not found elsewhere in Britain until 2,000 years
after the samples found at Bouldnor CIiff," he said.

"For the einkorn to have reached this site there needs to
have been contact between mesolithic [the culture
between paleolithic and neolithic] Britons and neolithic
farmers far across Europe.

"The land bridges provide a plausible facilitation of
this contact. As such, far from being insular, mesolithic
Britain was culturally and possibly physically connected
to Europe."The research shows that scientists can ana-
lyse genetic material preserved within the sediments of
the landscapes stretching between Britain and Europe in
prehistoric times.

Co-researcher Prof Vincent Gaffney, of the University
of Bradford, said the find marked a new chapter in Brit-
ish and European history.

"It now seems likely that the hunter-gather societies of
Britain, far from being isolated were part of extensive
social networks that traded or exchanged exotic food-
stuffs across much of Europe," he said.

Tangible link

And Garry Momber of the Maritime Archaeology Trust,
which collected the samples from the site, said work in
the Solent had opened up an understanding of the UK's
formative years in a way that he never dreamed possi-
ble."The material remains left behind by the people that
occupied Britain as it was finally becoming an island
8,000 years ago, show that these were sophisticated peo-
ple with technologies thousands of years more advanced
than previously recognised.

"The DNA evidence corroborates the archaeological
evidence and demonstrates a tangible link with the conti-
nent that appears to have become severed when Britain
became an island."

.
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Uber discloses data
breach and theft of
license numbers

Global ride-sharing startup Uber said Friday a data
breach last year may have allowed a hacker to gain
access to the license numbers of some 50,000 of its
drivers. Uber said in a statement it identified "a one-
time access of an Uber database by an unauthorized
third party" in September 2014.

"Immediately upon discovery we changed the access
protocols for the database, removing the possibility
of unauthorized access," the statement from data pri-
vacy manager Katherine Tassi said.

"We are notifying impacted drivers, but we have not
received any reports of actual misuse of information
as a result of this incident."

Uber said it also filed a lawsuit to be able to gather
information to help identify and prosecute the
hacker. The investigation found the breach
"impacted approximately 50,000 drivers across mul-
tiple (US) states, which is a small percentage of cur-
rent and former Uber driver partners," the statement
said. The Los Angeles Times reported that some
20,000 of the Uber drivers impacted were in Califor-
nia. Uber said it was offering free credit monitoring
to those affected to guard against the license infor-
mation being used for identity theft.

Identity theft is the largest single element in US con-
sumer fraud complaints, according to a Federal
Trade Commission report Friday which cited
332,000 cases in 2014.

Uber joins the ranks of other companies hit by data
breaches including retailers Target and Home Depot
and banking giant JPMorgan Chase, each of which
saw millions of customers affected.
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Attorney Afan Bapacker

Attorney Afan Bapacker has been practicing law for
over seven years.

He has represented thousands of clients in many
types of cases.  He is also an active member in the
community holding leadership positions among many
organizations which include the Yemen American
Committee , Yemeni American Chamber of Com-
merce, the Michigan Muslim Bar Association, and
was recently appointed as a Dearborn Commissioner
on the Board of Ethics in the City of Dearborn.

Attorney Bapacker was born In Yemen in 1982 and
along with his family migrated to the United States in
1985.

His hard work and perseverance is a product of his
upbringing have been raised in a working class home.
Mr. Bapacker works diligently for all his clients and
on behalf of the organizations he is a proud member
of a growing and successful Yemeni Community in
South East Michigan; a community that has made its
mark both socially and politically.

We celebrate Attorney Bapacker and others like him
for their continuous hard work and efforts in advanc-
ing the Yemeni American community and the Arab
American community in America.

Afan Bapacker, ESQ.

The Law Office of Afan Bapacker, P.C.
16030 Michigan Avenue, Suite 220
Dearborn, MI 48126
afan@bapackerlaw.com

Ph: 313-646-8070

Fax: 313-447-3014
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We need to see some signs”
of political certainty and
there is none,” he said.

The source in the Palestin-
ian deputy prime minister’s
office agreed that some
“donors seem to be hesitant
in fulfilling their pledges as
the reconciliation agree-
ments seem to be at an
impasse.” But he added, “the
[Palestinian] government
believes reconstruction
efforts should proceed
regardless of the progress in
implementing the agree-
ment.”

Everyone IRIN spoke to
agreed that the United
Nations-brokered Recon-
struction Monitoring Mecha-
nism, designed to allow con-
struction materials into Gaza
while assuaging Israeli con-
cerns about security, is now
operating. But the broader

Only five percent of pledged .. From Pg 41

Israeli blockade of Gaza
remains in place and Nor-
way said there is still “the
challenge of providing suffi-
cient volumes of building
materials into Gaza.”

The European Union dip-
lomat said concerns about
Israeli control over the bor-
ders added to worries about
Gaza’s political situation.
“The fact of the matter is
that a lot of the money
pledged in Cairo was prem-
ised on the Israelis easing
the blockage ... so that peo-
ple would be able to travel
more freely keeping in mind
security concerns, and that
the Palestinian Authority
would be able to play more
of a role of authority in
Gaza. These two admittedly

complicated issues have not
materialized in a way that
gives anyone a feeling this is
worth the money at the
moment.”

Slow trickle

The Gulf Arab states in par-
ticular pledged-high at
Cairo: Qatar promised some
$1 billion, the United Arab
Emirates $200 million, and
Saudi Arabia $500 million
ahead of the conference.

Yet so far they have made
only limited payments due to
the lack of political change.
Said the European official:
“there is some disappoint-
ment than Arab countries
may have made commit-
ments that are not delivering
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.. it is particularly difficult
to get them to commit to
actually provide cash which
is what is now needed,” as
opposed to in-kind donations
— providing the required
goods and services them-
selves. The cash shortage is
particularly acute for pro-
jects carried out by
UNRWA, which recently
had to suspend its financial
assistance for rent and home
repairs because of a lack of
funding.

UNRWA spokesperson
Chris Gunness said “donors
have been generous but
unfortunately this does not
cover all the needs; hence
we were forced to suspend
the cash progamme for rent
and rebuilding which are
among the most urgent
needs.”

The European Union dip-
lomat said these countries,
with their political ties to
Gaza, are as keen as the
Europeans to see change
from the Israelis and the Pal-
estinian Authority. “The
ones who have come up with
big figures, the Qataris, the
Saudis and the Turks, they
need to see some progress,
truth be told.”

A humanitarian crisis

The limited funds that have
been made available have
allowed some reconstruction
work to begin: come schools

and health facilities have
been patched up and there
have been emergency repairs
on electricity, water, and
sanitation networks. The
huge piles of rubble, left
behind after the Israeli bom-
bardment, are now starting
to be cleared.

But Hamas spokesperson
Sami Abu Zuhri told IRIN
he doesn’t see much
progress “Gaza residents
don’t notice any real effort
to start reconstruction opera-
tions, except very little
amounts that are used to
rehabilitate, restore, and
repair some houses here and
there.”

Larger projects, including
rebuilding roads and eco-
nomic infrastructure, are
nearly ready to begin but
will remain on hold until the
money arrives. Anderson,
spokesperson for Norway’s
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
told IRIN. “While the UN
system has made its best
effort to address the short-
term needs, further imple-
mentation requires swift
financial contributions by
the donors.”

The Palestinian source
said donors should “be
reminded that the people of
Gaza are in dire need, and
that failing to move forward
with reconstruction could
have negative impacts on
security and stability in the
region.”
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The Ka’aba, The

Ibrahim with the help of
his son Ismael erected the
new shrine on the same
foundations. Originally it
contained only four walls
without a roof .

Centuries later during
the time of Kusayi who
was the leader of the
Tribe of Quraish in
Makka a taller building
was completed with a
roof and a quadrangle
wall around it to give it
the shape of a sanctuary
and doors all around the
sanctuary walls. People
entered through these
doors to come to the
Ka’aba for worship.

It is now about 60 feet
high, 60 feet wide from
east to west and 60 feet
from north to south. A
door is fixed about 7 feet
above ground level facing
North East. A Black stone
(Hajar al Aswad) was
fixed into its eastern cor-
ner. In front of the build-
ing was Magame Ibrahim,
the arch shape gate

known as that of Banu/
Shayba and the Zamzam /& §

Well.

Just outside are the /2 ,'i:f-y

Hills called Safa and £¢.*
Merwa and the dis- | A
tance between the
hills is about 500 £

yards. These & :
days both of the
hills are -

enclosed into A
the sanctuary
walls with a
roof over
it.

The
whole build-
ing is built of the
layers of grey blue stone
from the hills surrounding
Makka. The four corners
roughly face the four
points of the compass. At
the East is the Black
stone (Rukn el Aswad), at
the North is el Ruken el
Iraqi, at the west al Rukne
el Shami and at the south
al Rukne el Yamani.

The four walls are cov-
ered with a curtain
(Kiswa). The kiswa is
usually of black brocade
with the Shahada outlined
in the weave of the fabric.
About 2/3rd’s of the way
up runs a gold embroi-
dered band covered with
Qur'anic text.

In the Eastern corner
about 5 feet above ground
the Hajar el Aswad (the
blackstone) is fixed into

the wall. Its real nature is
difficult to determine, its
visible shape is worn
smooth by hand touching
and kissing. Its diameter
is around 12 inches.
Opposite the North west
wall but not connected
with it, is a semicircular
wall of white marble. It is
3 feet high and about 5
feet thick. This semicircu-
lar space enjoys an espe-
cial considera-
tion and pil-
grims wait in
queue to
find a
place to
pray
there.
The
grave
s of
Ism B
ac AN

l(r; »

e X iy
"

¥
'r«*.
Ty

4

and

his mother
Hajera are within
this semicircular wall.
Between the archway and
the facade (N.E.) is a little
building with a small
dome, the Magame Ibra-
him. Inside it is kept a
stone bearing the prints of
two human feet.

Prophet Ibrahim is said
to have stood on this
stone when building the
Ka’aba and marks of his
feet are miraculously pre-
served.

On the outskirts of the
building to the North East
is the ‘Zamzam Well’
(this is now put under
ground).

History of the building

of the Ka’aba

Qur’an in Surah Bagara
Verses 121  to 127
described it clearly that
Allah had ordained his
servant Ibrahim to build
the Shrine there for wor-
ship of One God. During
Kusayi’s time it was
rebuilt and fortified. Dur-
ing the early years of
Prophet Muhammad (S)
before he announced his
ministry, the Ka’aba was

da
maged
by floods and it

was rebuilt again.

When the Black stone
was to be put in its place
the Makkans quarreled
among themselves as to
who should have the
honor to place it there.
They had just decided that
the first comer to the
quadrangle  should be
given the task of deciding
as to who should have the
honor. Muhammad (S)
came in and was assigned
this task.

He advised them to
place the stone in a cloak

History and Places j=laig ai,Li

House Of Allah 2

and ordered the heads of
each Tribe each to take an
end and bring the cloak
nearer the corner on the
eastern side. He himself
then took out the stone
and placed it in its posi-
tion. It has been fixed
there ever since.
After the martyrdom of
the family of the Prophet
at Karbala in 61 Hijri
(681 AD), the Ummayad
Caliph Yazid Ibne Moa-
wiya did not stop there in
the pursuit of his destruc-
tion. He sent a large con-
tingent under the com-
mand of Haseen Ibne
Namir to Madina
which
destroy

ed the Mosque of the
Prophet.

They did not stop there
but proceeded to Makka
and demolished the four
walls of the Ka’aba and
killed thousands of Mus-
lims who protested. Yazid
died and Ibne Namir
returned to Damascus,
Ka’aba was rebuilt by
Abdullah Ibne Zubayr and

his associates.

Umawi forces came
back to Makka and killed
Abdullah Tbne Zubayr,
hung his body on the
gates of the Ka’aba for
three months for all to see
the Umawi power. But
eventually this arrogance
of power brought its own
consequences and Mukh-
tar became the ruler in
Iraq. Under his guidance
the Ka’aba was refur-

bished and  pilgrims
began to arrive in safety
to perform Hajj.

The Ka’aba success-
fully withstood the Kara-
matian invasion of 317/
929, only the Blackstone
was carried away which
was returned some twenty
years later. In the year
1981 the Wah-
habis

. tanks
inside
the
Ka’aba
@Y to crush
. the kahtani
revolution
against the
%7 Saudi regime
v and almost
/ demolished the
South Eastern
Wall. This was
"later restored with
ié the help of the Mak-
" kan people.
Every man living in

, Makka in the 6th and
a"&", 7th century must out of

necessity have had some
relationship ~ with  the
Ka’aba. On the Muham-
mad (S), the Prophet of
Islam, the Qur’an is silent
during the  Makkans
period in this respect. All
that is known is that the
Muslim community of the
period turned towards
Jerusalem in prayers.
Subsequently about a
year and a half after the
Hijra the Muslims were

ordered during prayers
which were led by the
Prophet of Islam himself
to turn towards Makka.
The particular mosque in
Madina where this hap-
pened is called Masjid al-
Qiblatain, meaning the
mosque with two Qiblas.
The Qur’an tells the Mus-
lims,

“Turn then thy face
towards  the  sacred
mosque and wherever ye
be turn your faces
towards that part ” (2:
139-144)

At this same period the
Qur’an began to lay stress
on the religion of Ibra-
him, presenting Islam as a
return to the purity of the
religion  of  Ibrahim
which, obscured by Juda-
ism and Christianity,
shone forth in its original
brightness in the Qur’an.
The pilgrimages to the
Ka’aba and ritual
progressions around
the building were
continued, but were
now for the glorifica-
tion of One God. The
Abrahamic vision of the
Ka’aba created a means
of discerning an orthodox
origin buried in the midst
of pagan malpractices to
which the first Muslims
pointed the way.

Every year after the
Hajj ceremony the place
is closed for one month
and on the Day of Ashura
the Ka’aba is washed
from inside by the Water
from the well of Zamzam
and a new Kiswa is
brought to cover the
Ka’aba for the next year.

This is the story of the
Ka’aba and the persons
who protected it and
remained its custodians
and protectors from the
satanic and evil forces
throughout history.
Muhammad (S) and the
people of his household
(Ahlul Bayt) were the
protectors of the Ka’aba,
and currently the 12th
Imam from the direct
descent of the Prophet of
Islam is the real protector,
its custodian and guardian
and shall remain as such
while in concealment. In
the following pages we
shall unfold the lives and
times of these 14
Ma’sumeen Alaihimussa-
lam.
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World Hijab Day @ gdial! eilaad! pes

World Hijab Day is an annual event that takes place on Feb-
ruary 1. The very first World Hijab Day was celebrated in
2013. Founded by Nazma Khan, it is a worldwide event that
encourages Muslim and non-Muslim women to wear the
hijab, and experience life of a Hijabi woman. This event
showcases freedom and traditional aspect of hijab to the
women of the 116 participating countries. In short, World
Hijab Day is a way for the non-Hijabi woman to experience
hijab from the other side.

Background

World Hijab Day is a result of misinterpretation of
hijab around the world. In some countries hijab
is viewed as a method of oppression. It is
believed that women are being forced to
wear hijab, and continue their tradi-
tions. These beliefs led to the ill-
treatment of woman wearing hijab /
in many societies. It took away
women’s voices and added to
their suffering. Many example jf}
of these mistreatments of hijabi
women can be found world-
wide. For example:

France: France is one of the
key example of how hijab
leading to mistreatment of
women, and violation their {
rights. In 2004, France banned | l
religious symbol from schools.
It deprived the female student of -
their right to express themselves "
and their practice of religious
beliefs. A chronological study of

French laws suggest that it was aimed at

the practice of hijab as it was seen as a tool

of oppression. These studies led up to the law

of banning hijab in public life, which was

enforced in 2010. These laws violated hijabi women

rights of freedom of religion and freedom of expression.
(Institutionalize oppression)

U.S.: Even in a diverse and free country like the United

States, hijabi women here faced many challenges. In the post
9/11 era, Hijabi women around the US were victims of
cruelty, and oppression. Hijabi wearing women were victi-
mized due to the religious value of the hijab. They were bul-
lied, robbed, beaten, abused and so on. This situation was
another key example of how hijab was misinterpreted and
hijabi’s were mistreated. One of the victims of these hate
crimes was Nazma Khan, who later created World Hijab
Day.
‘Egypt: In countries where most woman practice hijab, they
are still victimized. In Egypt, 90% of the female population
practice wearing hijab, but they are under represented in the
country. Despite having such a large population of hijabi
women, Egypt's first hijabi wearing news broadcaster was
only first aired in 2002. Hijabi women were also undermined
when it came to foreign missions, because the country
wanted to be represented as modern,and the covering of the
hair worked as a disadvantage for the hijabi women in
Egypt.

This ill-treatment of hijab and hijabi women had no boun-
daries. These example can be found in many regions of the
world, despite their differences. This is why World Hijab
Day was created, to support women and their freedom to
express themselves via the practise of hijab.

Development

World Hijab Day was inspired by Nazma Khan. She experi-
enced the negative side of practicing hijab after 9/11. She
faced various kind of bullying, and decided to stand against
this oppression. She created World Hijab Day, and tried to
encourage non-hijabi women to wear hijab. She wanted non-
hijabi women to experience what hijabi women went
through daily. The oppression, and the stereotypical judg-
ment that are associated with hijab. At the same time, hijab
day also aims to stop the physical judgment of the women,
and promote judgment based on intellectual abilities. World
Hijab Day achieve these goals by giving women an opportu-
nity to wear hijab for a day, and get real life experience of
hijab for themselves. It also creates a connection between
hijabi and non-hijabi women. In others words, it provides
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support for the hijabi girls,
which they lack in many
societies. The World Hijab
Day also is a source for the
hijabi women to vocalize
their opinion.

Organization

World Hijab Day reaches
out to 116 countries, and so
the official website provides
steps which people can fol-
low to be part of World
Hijab Day. The website pro-
vides location (worldwide)
where the event is taking
place, and the participant
can go to be a part of the
World Hijab Day. The web-
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site also gives information
about how someone can
organize hijab day in their
own cities if their cities
don’t have an event loca-
tion. It provides brochures,
videos and articles which
an event organizer can use
to organize the event.
The World Hijab Day orga-
nizer also take advantage of
social media as they post
videos and pictures to pro-
mote the event. In addition,
the organizer get sponsor,
and media coverage. In
short, World Hijab Day is
celebrated globally, but
organized locally.
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10American Muslim Women You Should Know

Samina Ali

As we enter the last few
weeks of the Muslima:
Muslim Women's Art &
Voices exhibition by the .o Friak ME
International Museum of :
Women, I have found
myself reflecting on the i e
hundreds  of  women ADT THw o !
included in this ground- e DA
breaking exhibition. 0GY “ Ut

Each and every one of Y ey
these women is included L booe. 5 7

MENT
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because she is noteworthy
-- a cutting-edge artist or
writer, a revolutionary who
is upending her commu-
nity's and the world's lim-
ited notions of what a
Muslim woman is capable
of doing, a pioneer fight-
ing for women's and girls'

rights.
As a way of recognizing
the many contributions

these women are making, [
wanted to highlight a
handful of these women in
a two-part series -- this
first blog devoted to North
American Muslim women,
and a second upcoming
blog celebrating Muslim
women from other parts of
the world.

In this snapshot of our
exhibition of North Ameri-
can Muslim women, you'll
find a diverse group of
women who've been able
to move beyond the belit-
tling stereotypes about
Muslim women and are,
instead, using their per-
sonal relationship to their
faith in a positive way to
actually shift the national
conversation about Islam.
In the process, they are
transforming the world in
fresh and exhilarating
ways.

1. The daughter of influen-
tial  Muslim  American
leader Malcolm X, Ilyasah
Shabazz is an activist,
motivational speaker, and
author of the critically
acclaimed autobiography
Growing Up X. She pro-
duces The WAKE-UP
Tour™,  her exclusive
youth empowerment pro-
gram to mentor students
throughout the country,
and she participates in
international humanitarian
delegations.  Her goal is
to "empower future gener-
ations through understand-
ing the world's diverse cul-
tures and historic civiliza-
tions."

2. Farah Pandith was
appointed Special Repre-
sentative to Muslim Com-
munities in June 2009. Her
office is responsible for

executing the Secretary of
State's vision for engage-
ment with Muslims around
the world on a people-to-
people and organizational
level.

She reports directly to
the Secretary of State. Pan-
dith says she wants "to see
young women who happen
to be Muslim ... push back
against stereotypes, to tell
their stories in their real
voices, to create alterna-
tive narratives in every
way possible -- because
when you flood the mar-
ketplace with alternatives,
the conversation will begin
to change."

laleh

3. Laleh Bakhtiar is the
first American woman to
translate the Quran into
English and the first
woman to present a critical
translation of the Quran in
any language. She says,
"The veil is the wrong
thing to be stuck on when
discussing Muslim
women's rights in Islam. In
fact, in many cases, the
Quran reinforces a Muslim
woman's self-esteem. And
Muslim women worldwide
are using the Quran to
reassert their rights --
rights that have been taken
away from them through
patriarchal interpretations
and laws."
4. Dalia Mogahed has
spent years extensively
researching the real lives
of Muslims around the
world in her former job as
Executive Director of the
Gallup Center for Muslim
Studies, a think tank and
consultancy that offers evi-
dence-based advice on
Muslim societies around
the world.
President Barack

Obama appointed
Mogahed to the President's
Advisory  Council  on
Faith-Based and Neighbor-
hood Partnerships. She
says, "Muslim Americans
helped thwart the majority
of foiled al-Qaeda inspired
terrorist plots in America.
Rather than bearing collec-
tive guilt for Al-Qaeda
inspired  terrorism, the
Muslim American commu-
nity is its most formidable
adversary."

5. Azadeh Moaveni is the
author of Lipstick Jihad
and co-author with Nobel
Peace Prize winner Shirin
Ebadi of Iran Awakening.

As one of the few Amer-
ican correspondents
allowed to work continu-
ously in Iran since 1999,
she has reported widely on
youth culture, women's
rights, and Islamic reform
for Time, The New York
Times Book Review, the
Washington Post, and the
Los Angeles Times.

She says, "I spent the
first half of my career
totally engaged with this
question, how to get the
West to understand us bet-
ter, how to convey our
reality, how to prove that
we were not all chained to
the stove frying onions ...
Now... I'm much more
interested in having a dia-
logue with and trying to
bring about some change
within my own commu-
nity, within the Iranian
diaspora  and Iranians
inside Iran."

6. In 1982, a group of
women decided to start a
women-run  organization
for Muslim women in Can-
ada. These women estab-
lished the Canadian Coun-
cil of Muslim Women
(CCMW) with the shared
belief that Islam advocates
the equality,

equity and empowerment
of women. Executive
Director of the CCMW,
Alia Hogben's message to
"Muslims and non-
Muslims is that all of us
must take responsibility
for the welfare of all,
regardless of belief, race,
or color. Without that
dream we would not be
passionate or committed to
creating change."

7. Maryam Eskandari is
the founder and CEO of
MIIM Designs, a studio
comprising architects,
researchers and designers,
all trained in Islamic theo-
logical studies and Islamic
art and architecture, which
merges the theory of
research with the execu-
tion of art and architecture.
Eskandari  says, "The
architecturally  designed
spaces and socially nego-
tiated places for and of
Muslim women in commu-
nity mosques in the United
States emerge as a particu-
larly understudied problem
... Oftentimes these retrofit
buildings raise specific
questions on the American
Muslim identity struggling
with the interwoven issues
of religion and culture that
are brought over from
Muslim countries, such as,
where do the men stand?
How much space is allo-
cated for women, and what
about children?"

8. Maria Ebrahimji is
the co-editor of the anthol-
ogy I Speak for Myself:
American Women on
Being Muslim, a collection
of essays written by 40
American-born Muslim
women under 40.  Since
then, she co-founded I
Speak for Myself, Inc., a
book and multimedia
enterprise that focuses on
publishing  self-narrative

collections on interfaith
and intercultural issues. If
that's not enough, for her
daytime job, Ebrahimji
most recently was the
Director and Executive
Editorial Producer for Net-
work Booking at CNN
Worldwide.

One thing she knows for
sure, she says, is that
"while we cannot speak for
others, we can certainly
speak for ourselves and
share our own stories of
faith. The more stories
people bear witness to, the
deeper their knowledge of
the ‘unknown.""

9. A filmmaker special-
izing in web TV, Hala
Alsalman has worked as a
photo journalist in the
Middle East for Time.com,
Reuters, and Current TV.

She produced (wrote,
directed, shot, and edited)
several documentary web
series for the CBC and
Food Network's zany hit
show "Bitchin' Kitchen."
On the TV front, she
directed  episodes  for
Investigation  Discovery
channel's "Outrageous
Final Wishes" and "The
Will." Set in the Montreal
city subway, her comedy
short, The Green Line, will
leave you laughing out
loud as Alsalman pits
Western garb against the
niqab, asking which style
of dress is more ethical,
and answers this hotly
contested debate with an
unexpected twist.

10. Founder and Editor-
in-Chief of Azizah Maga-
zine, Tayyibah Taylor has
realized her vision to pro-
vide a vehicle for the voice
of Muslim  American
women -- a vehicle that
portrays their perspectives
and experiences and shat-
ters commonly held stereo-

types. Named as one of the
500 Most Influential Mus-
lims in the World by the
Middle Eastern think tank,
The Royal Islamic Strate-
gic Studies, Taylor says,
"Don't put limitations on
yourselves. If you have a
dream, an ambition, a
goal, an aspiration, keep
your intention and vision
clear and work towards
that goal. Understand ...
that your work and your
worship can blend. If you
are working with the
intention of accomplishing
something that reaches
beyond yourself and into
the world then the work
becomes this wonderful
form of worship. We have
a very talented group of
young Muslim women
coming up, and I'm really
excited to see what they
are going to be as they
become the new architects
of the Muslim American
community."

I couldn't have said it bet-
ter myself. 1, too, am
excited about the future
generation of American
Muslim women and their
contributions to the Amer-
ican community.

In the meantime, get to
know these 10 North
American Muslim trail-
blazers and the many oth-
ers presented in the Mus-
lima exhibition. Add your
voice by tweeting to us at
@IMOWomen to let us
know who you would
include in this list of
American Muslim women
to watch or leave a note in
the comments below. Keep
a look out for the next
blog on the 10 Muslim
women you should know
from around the world!
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The most common
form of tobacco
smoked in a water
pipe is called Maas-
sel, which is sweet-
ened and flavored in
such flavors as apple,
mint, cappuccino, etc.
10. More rampant in
some counties.
Shisha water pipes are
most common in
areas of China, India,
Pakistan, and the
Eastern Mediterra-

12 Secrets You Should Know About Shisha..From Og 66

nean Region, as well as
United States. Also to be
noted, that Shisha outlet
had been showing up like
mushroom in different
parts of the globe today.
11. Shisha has adverse
effects during pregnancy.
Pregnant women smoking
a Shisha are putting their
unborn child at great risk
for low birth weight and
other birthing problems.
12. Shisha can spread

infectious diseases.

Other health risk includes
the spread of infectious
diseases like tuberculosis,
herpes, and hepatitis.
Viral infections can be
transmitted through the
sharing of the same
mouthpiece; a common
custom in many cultures.
In conclusion, the availa-
ble evidence suggests that

smoking Shisha water-
pipes and being exposed
to second-hand smoke
from water pipes are
associated with a high
degree of health risk,
including cancer risk.
There is a widespread
misperception that Shisha
smoking is safe. In gen-
eral, people know little
about its health effects
and believe that it is less
harmful than cigarette

sessions that typically last
for 45 minutes to over an

smoking. Another com- hour both directly and
mon misperception through secondhand
among Shisha users is smoke.

that they will not suffer
any adverse conse-

Knowing this facts will
aide you now of why Shi-

quences if they smoke sha could have this big
occasionally rather than impact in your health and
daily like most cigarette well being.

smokers. Yet even occa-
sional users could be
harmed because they
probably inhale lot of
smoke full of toxic sub-
stances during smoking

- See more at: http:/
www.quitshisha.com
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12 Secrets You Should
Know About Shisha

The information about the effects of Shisha in the body
had been written and read by many. But people want to
read more about this sensational Shisha. At present,
people won’t believe a thing without facts on it. So one
would like to know the important details about what
about Shisha that makes people so intrigue and what
sets it apart from cigarette. Facts about the inside story
why Shisha had the particular effects in the body and
why Shisha users want more of it, making them smoke
more and more everyday. Does Shisha contain more
harmful substance than cigarette smoking? Are there
similarities and differences between the Shisha water-
pipe and cigarette as to the modality of the harmful
substances it can deliver to the body of the user? Ques-
tions like these need answers.

This is a point where you ought to know more about
Shisha. Here are important secret facts that you need to
know.

1. Same effects with cigarette.

Smoking Shisha and breathing second hand smoke
from waterpipes can be presumed to have similar
effects as exposure to cigarette smoke. The belief of
some that Shisha is harmless only leads to their own
destruction. Shisha is as dangerous as cigarette smok-
ing.

2. Shisha contains more carbon monoxide.

Shisha contains carbon monoxide (CO) in amounts
equal to or greater than that from cigarettes. CO
replaces oxygen on red blood cells, making it harder for
the body to

deliver oxygen to vital organs which can later lead to
organ damage.

3. Shisha smoking has cancer causing substance.
Smoking Shisha contains significant amounts of nico-
tine, levels of costic compounds such as tar, carbon
monoxide (car exhaust), heavy metals like cobalt, and
lead; and a host of cancer causing chemicals.

4. Prone to Addiction.

Shisha smoking produces similar increased blood nico-
tine levels and heart rate as cigarette use. The inhaled
substances trigger chemical reactions in nerve endings,
this release dopamine; which is associated with the
feeling of pleasure. This seems to play an important
role in nicotine addiction. A Shisha smoker is still
smoking tobacco and the nicotine in it causes depen-
dence after using it for several times.

5. Charcoal in Shisha increased the risk of diseases.
Unlike cigarettes, Shisha smoke may also contain char-
coal or wood cinder combustion products from the heat
source used to burn the tobacco, increasing the cancer-
causing agents in the smoke. Apart from the harmful
effect of the chemical, the end product produced by the
charcoal only intensifies the damage it can cause to the
body.

6. Damaged different body organs.

Shisha smoke is associated with increased risk of dis-
ease including cancer, heart disease, lung disease and
many other deadly ailments. It might not be noticeable
now but the harmful chemicals are already slowly dam-
aging certain parts of the body of a Shisha user.
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7. Shisha delivers more
smoke in the body.

Of concern, smokers of
water pipes may be
exposed to even more
smoke than cigarette
smokers because water
pipe smoking sessions
last from 20-80 minutes
during which a smoker
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may inhale as much
smoke as that from 100 or
more cigarettes. This only
magnified and multiplied
the effects of smoking
Shisha.

8-Known by many
names.

So be informed to be
familiar, Shisha are one
name for waterpipes,
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which is a method of
smoking tobacco. Other
names include: hookah,
boory, goza, narghile,
nargile, arghile, and hub-
ble bubble.

9. Shisha has a fla-
voured tobacco.

Continued on page 65
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Abu Dhabi in History

Abu Dabl Emirati pronunciation is - ,iAbu Dhabi Arabic:

the capital and the second most populous city in the United
Arab Emirates (the most populous being Dubai), and also
capital of Abu Dhabi emirate, the largest of the UAE's seven
member emirates. Abu Dhabi lies on a T-shaped island jutting
into the Arabian Gulf from the central western coast. The
city proper had a population of 921,002 in 2013.

Abu Dhabi houses federal government offices, is the seat
of the United Arab Emirates Government, home to the Abu
Dhabi Emiri Family and the President of the UAE, who is
from this family. Abu Dhabi has grown to be a cosmopolitan
metropolis. Its rapid development and urbanisation, coupled
with the relatively high average income of its population, has
transformed Abu Dhabi to a larger and advanced metropolis.
Today the city is the country's center of political and indus-
trial activities, and a major cultural and commercial centre,
due to its position as the capital. Abu Dhabi accounts for
about two-thirds of the roughly $400 billion United Arab
Emirates economy.

Abu Dhabi is home to important financial institutions such
as the Abu Dhabi Securities Exchange, the Central Bank of
the United Arab Emirates and the corporate headquarters of
many companies and numerous multinational corporations.
One of the world's largest producers of oil, Abu Dhabi has
actively attempted to diversify its economy in recent years
through investments in financial services and tourism.

Abu Dhabi is the fourth most expensive city for expatriate
employees in the region, and in 2014 was the 68th most
expensive big city in the world.[6] Fortune magazine and
CNN stated in 2007 that Abu Dhabi is the richest city in the
world, having been between $800 billion to approximately
$875 billion USD. The Sovereign Wealth Fund Institute puts
the figure at US$773 billion

Early civilizations

Abu Dhabi is full of archeological evidence that points to
civilizations, such as the Umm an-Nar Culture, having been
located there from the third millennium BC. Settlements were
also found further outside the modern city of Abu Dhabi but
closer to the modern city of Al Ain. There is evidence of civ-
ilizations around the mountain of Hafeet (Jebel Hafeet). This
location is very strategic because it is the UAE’s second tall-
est mountain, so it would have great visibility. It also con-
tains a lot of moisture in its springs and lakes, which means
that there would have been more moisture thousands of years
ago.

Origin of the name Abu Dhabi

The origin of the name "Abu Dhabi" is uncertain. Meaning
"Father of the Gazelle", when literally translated from Ara-
bic, it probably referred to the few gazelles that inhabit the
emirate. According to Bilal al-Budoor, assistant under-
secretary for Cultural Affairs at the Ministry of Culture,
Youth and Community Development, "The area had a lot of
dhibaa [deer (plural)], and was nicknamed after that." An old
story tells about a man who used to chase deer [dhabi (deer -
singular)] and was named the "father" of the animal. Abu
Dhabi's original name was Milh "salt", possibly referring to
the salty water of the Arabian Gulf, or the ancient salt
marshes that surround the city. Some Bedouins called the city
Umm Dhabi (mother of deer), while British records refer to
the place as Abu Dhabi. According to some historical
accounts, the name Abu Dhabi was first used more than 300
years ago. The first word of Abu Dhabi is pronounced "Bu"
by inhabitants on the city's western coast. In the eastern part
of the city, the pronunciation is "Abu".

Origins of the Al Nahyan family

The Bani Yas bedouin were originally centered on the Liwa
Oasis. This tribe was the most significant in the area, having
over 20 subsections. In 1793, the Al Bu Falah subsection
migrated to the island of Abu Dhabi on the coast of the Per-
sian Gulf due to the discovery of fresh water there. One fam-
ily within this section was the Al Nahyan family. This family

makes up the rulers of Abu Dhabi today. /
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Mercedes reveals the 2016
Maybach Pullman, the hip
dictator's ride

By Justin Hyde - Motoramic

What can you say about a vehicle that was the ride of
choice for everyone from the Pope to Emperor Hiro-
hito? For three decades, no car in the world signified
power more than the Mercedes-Benz 600 Pullman.
Whether you were a James Bond villain or a real-life
evildoer, the stretched Mercedes was the only ride that
could properly convey your importance and malice.

Today, Mercedes revealed the modern-day version of
its historic roller, the Mercedes-Maybach Pullman — a
21-foot-long tribute to the 21st century's masters of
excess. Built from the already generous S-Class, the
Maybach Pullman gains an extra 3.5 feet of length over
the regular Maybach, with a 14-foot wheelbase —
longer than most Ford Super Duty pickups. Inside, Mer-
cedes promises a level of interior comfort that will make
Rolls-Royce owners spit-take their Chandon, from the
finest quilted leathers to electrically opaqueing glass
partitions between the rear-facing seats and the front
chauffeur's compartment. Power comes from a 523-hp
- V-12,

W; because

" 16 cylin-
ders
would
seem cop-
ycat-ish.

These
“| are actual
sentences
from the
press
release,
touting an improvement in rear-seat access: "A real
boost in comfort for those heads of state and monarchs
for whom protocol dictates that they must take their
places ahead of their interpreters. This seating arrange-
ment also preserves their privacy, as a large proportion
of their bodies is hidden by the rear roof pillar."

Pricing starts at "a year's worth of oil drilling rights."
Actually, that's a bit of an overstatement; an unadorned
Maybach Pullman begins at $567,000, almost reason-
able for those who control national treasuries or the
rights to "Shake it Off." But should one feel the need for
an armored chariot with custom features, Mercedes will
be glad to add all of those baubles, with a price tag that
can rise above $1 million — making the Maybach Pull-
man the world's most expensive sedan not built by the
U.S. Secret Service.

Mercedes hasn't decided whether to sell the Maybach
Pullman in the United States, and maybe that's wise;
there are far cheaper ways to invite the IRS, SEC and a
few state attorneys general to start asking questions
about how you came to ride behind that roof pillar.
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HAMZEH PHARMACY

Ulg gl e Anilill Adauoll

Hamzeh Pharmacy
10437 W. Warren
Dearborn, Ml 48126
(313) 582-1670

MOHAMMAD & NANCY

00 AldaLn s

U8 22y g gdll Adaunll

South Dix Pharmacy
9925 Dix
Dearborn, Ml 48120
(313) 841-2272
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Al-Huda Islamic Association

Information About AlA

* Al-Huda Islamic Association, also known as
Masjid Al-Huda, was founded and established
on July 31st, 1998, We started this project with
the help of Allah Almighty and support from the

Muslim community. Masjid Al-Huda opened its
doors to daily prayers including Friday prayers,
Ramadan programs, and Eid prayers, In
addition to that, the Masjid has different
sessions to teach the Holy Quran to men.
waomen, and children.

New Mosque Building Project

The mosque started from a house that was
converted to a place of worship for both men
and women. The community has overgrown the
existing mosque, causing prayers lo be held
outside, The need for more space is the reason
we started this new project of building a new
mosque. We have purchased 7 houses which
have been demolished for the new building.
This new mosque will be a 15,000 square feet
complex with both male and female worship
areas, a gym and a multipurpose room for
community events. The lotal cost of the project
will be §1,665,000.

Al-Huda Islamic Association would like to thank
you in advance for your generosity. With the
help of supporters like you, Inshallah we can
raise the tolal cost. We pray that Allah redeem
us with his blessings and his forgiveness.

We appreciate your generous donations and
once again may Allah reward your good deeds
in this life and the hereafter.
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(313) 581-7555
(313) 244-7288

YOUR CONTRIBUTION
IS TAX DEDUCTIBLE

#38-3422157

5838 Lawndale St.
Detroit, Ml 48210
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3540 E. Dawson . Detrmt Mi 48212

313-368-7000

haniomasangmail.com OR hamzaomasandgmail.com




