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Yemeni-American Chamber of Commerce establish a seminar
on prevention and safety for Yemeni Americans businessmen

hamtramck - On the 15t
of October 2014 the
Yemeni American cham-
ber of commerce held the
meet & greet & safety
work shop in the city of
hamtramck and thanks to
all the attendees Wayne
county CEO Warren C
Evans & the Wayne
county sheriff Benny N.

Napoleon & south
field mayor & near future
congresswomen Brenda
L.

Lawrence & mayor of
oak park Marian
mcclaian & state senator
Bert Johnson & city of
hamtramck police cheif
Max Garbarino & ham-
tramck councilman
Anam Miah & council-
man of hamtramck Titus
Walter & state representi-
tive Rose Mary Robinson
& hamtramck judge Paul
Paruk & attornOey Ritch-
ard Bernistien supreme
court candidate .
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Racial Profiling

S BV Sy

New York - A video show-
ing a social experiment on
Islamophobia in New York
streets has sparked angry
reactions, after a leading
US Muslim advocacy
group demanded an inves-
tigation into the incident of
religious and racial profil-
ing by a police officer.
"Because of the serious-
ness of the claims made by
the video's producers, we
have asked the NYPD to
look into the matter and to
determine  whether this
incident was real or
faked," Nihad  Awad,
National Executive Direc-
tor, of the Council on
American-Islamic ~ Rela-
tions (CAIR), said in a
statement on Tuesday,
October 21.
Released on Sunday, the
video titled “Racial Profil-
ing Experiment” has gone
viral purport to show an
incident of religious and
racial profiling by one of
New York Police Depart-
ment (NYPD) officers.
“We were filming
another video for our chan-
nel with our cultural cloth-
ing but we kept getting fol-
lowed by Police. So, we
decided to film this social
experiment on racial pro-
filing,” the description of

the video released by a
group calling themselves
TrueStoryASA on You-
Tube says.
“Too many innocent peo-
ple get stopped and frisked
every day because of what
they wear or their skin
color. We're against people
stereotyping others
because of what they wear
or what skin color they are.
Hope you all can spread
the message and help bring
an end to this.”

The first part of the You-
Tube video, which the pro-
ducers claim was a social

Arab Americans (5l o e

experiment, appears to
show two people having
an altercation in front of a
police officer while they
are wearing jeans and t-
shirts.

The "officer" does not
react to the altercation
until it is repeated 20 min-
utes later by the same men
now wearing attire asso-
ciated with Muslims. That
time, the officer stops and
frisks the men and ques-
tions their mode of attire.

The video’s authenticity
had not yet been verified.
Yet, a number of online

commentators claim the
video was either staged or
is a reenactment of a real
incident.

Anger

Hours after the publishing
of the video, the New York
chapter of the Council on
American-Islamic ~ Rela-
tions tweeted it on Sunday
as an example of discrimi-
nation against Muslims.
The Huffington Post
reported on the clip on
Monday, calling it a “small
glimpse into the ugly

Video Angers US Muslims

world of racial profiling.”
However, Ibrahim
Hooper, CAIR’s national
communications director,
demanded an apology later
from the video producers
Adam Saleh and Sheikh
Akbar, the Post reported
on Tuesday, October 21.
Calling their actions
“unacceptable”, = Hooper
said he fears that the next
time a Muslim calls in a
hate crime, critics will
claim he or she is faking it.
On the other hand,
CAIR-New York's director
of operations, Sadyia Kha-

lique, said that regardless
of its authenticity, the
video illustrates the very
real discrimination that
Muslims in New York
often face at the hands of
the NYPD.

Just last week, Khalique
said, a Muslim man had
reached out to her organi-
zation complaining that an
officer singled him out at a
subway station for wearing
a thobe, a long religious
gown.

Relations between Mus-
lims and NYPD have been
tense over the past years
over the unit’s much criti-
cized spy program.

Under the program
issued in 2003, NYPD has
investigated mosques,
entire ethnic communities
and Muslim student associ-
ations in several universi-
ties across the US.

The program of under-
cover spying has drawn
anger of Muslim communi-
ties who demanded dis-
banding the controversial
surveillance unit.

Last April, a decision by
New York Police Depart-
ment to stop the under-
cover spying operation
against the religious com-
munity was praised by the
Muslim community as a
first move in the right
direction.

Confronting Racism among American Muslims

By Imam
Dawud Walid

Intra-Muslim racism is an
issue often swept under the
rug in the American Mus-
lim community. Some of
its manifestations are overt
while its varying expres-
sions tend to be more sub-
tle. In order for us to be the
community, which Allah
(swt) describes as “the best
nation brought forth from
humankind (Quran
3:110),” we must put forth
the same, if not more,
intellectual and  social
energy in  confronting
intra-Muslim racism as we
do  when  confronting
Islamophobia.

A hurtful symptom of
the disease of racism
among us is seen in the
derogatory terms that are
used by many Muslims to
describe people of various
racial groups. From my
observations, it appears
that Black Americans are
the subjects of the majority
of  this  name-calling.

It is not uncommon for
Arabs from the Levant to

refer to Blacks as abeed
(slaves). In the South
Asian community, Blacks
or people with darker skin
are sometimes referred to
negatively as kallu (Black
person). In the Somali
community, it is also not
uncommon to hear other
Blacks being called jareer
(nappy head) and adoon
(slave). And even among
some Nigerians and Gha-
naians, there is widespread
usage of the word akata
(wild animal) to describe
descendants of their former
enslaved tribesmen, who
are Americans.

There should be zero
tolerance for these offen-
sive terms or other names
that attempt to relegate any
ethnic group to a perceived
status of inferiority. To
demean, ridicule and/or
call people names which
the subjected group finds
offensive are clearly for-
bidden in Quran:

“And do not insult one
another and do not call
each other by [offensive]
nicknames (49:11).”

The point is not simply

to refrain from using slurs
but to not speak about fel-
low humans in a way that
insults.

The Prophet's reaction to
racism

An example of this relates
to a well-known hadith
pertaining to the compan-
ions Abu Dharr and Bilal
(may Allah be pleased
with them). As narrated by
Al-Bukhari and others,
Abu Dharr, during a dis-
pute, insulted Bilal by call-
ing him “Son of a Black
Woman.” This was meant
to put Bilal down, as his
Abyssinian mother was a
slave, though Abu Dharr
was, himself, a Black
Arab, as described by At-
Tabari, ibn Hajar and oth-
ers.

Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him) then
told Abu Dharr , “You’re a
man with some of the
characteristics of the Era
of Ignorance/Pre-Islam
(Al-Jahiliyyah).” Abu
Dharr then went to Bilal ,
placed his face on the

ground and offered for
Bilal to step on his face to
atone for his verbal
offense.

Since the companions of
the Prophet (PBUH) had
racist  tendencies  that
needed purification, surely
it should come as no sur-
prise that our generation,
which is far removed from
the Prophet (PBUH), needs
spiritual purification and
social remedies to counter
the disease of racism.

Simply saying Islam is
against this illness is not
sufficient. From the above
example of the Prophet
(PBUH), the issue was
confronted in public and
attempts were made to
restore  justice to the
offended.

Racism has deep roots in
our culture

Irrespective of  faith,
Blacks tend to be viewed
in society as the wretched
people who are not as
beautiful as those with
lighter skin. Confronting
our own weaknesses and

admitting that our commu-
nity also has shades of
institutionalized racism are
difficult admissions.

This especially holds
true when racism is perpet-
uated by “People of
Color,” who have been
subject to discrimination
through history; from colo-
nialism, illegal occupation
and post-911 America.

While some might think
such racism is benign, it is
racism that has divided the
American Muslim commu-
nity. It 1is problematic
because racism is rooted in
positional power, which
prevents certain  groups
from having a voice or
equal deference and
authority within a commu-
nity. I have witnessed new
reverts to Islam who have
been run out of the Muslim
community due to racism.

We need a holistic
approach for dealing with
this issue, which includes
individual  introspection,
regular community and
organizational discussions,
as well as more purposeful
and meaning social gather-

ings that are multi-ethnic
aside from big annual con-
ferences.

I am committed to being
a part of such conversa-
tions and social events. I
challenge all of my broth-
ers and sisters to renew
their commitment to ethnic
equality within our com-
munity and to check those
within our own cultural
groups that are actively and
passively perpetuating
racism.

This will require moral
courage in the face of
uncomfortable  moments,
but Islam calls us towards
freedom, justice and equal-
ity that we may be the
model community that
Allah (swt) calls on us to
be.

* This article was origi-
nally published in Altmus-
lim.com, and it is repub-
lished here upon their kind
permission.
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FBI Questioning Mosque Leaders

WASHINGTON — Wor-
ried about the increasing
reports of FBI pressures
on mosque imams nation-
wide to inform on mem-
bers of their congrega-
tions, a leading US Mus-
lim advocacy group has
urged imams to seek
legal assistant from an
attorney, whenever they
are approached by offi-
cers. “American Muslim
leaders and institutions
should maintain positive
relations with local and
federal law enforcement
authorities, but those
relations must be built on
respect for constitution-
ally-protected civil
rights,” Jenifer Wicks,
Civil rights Litigation
Director at the Council
on American-Islamic
Relations (CAIR), was
quoted by Defending
Dissent earlier this week.
“Consulting with an
attorney is the best way
to protect your rights.”
CAIR, the USA's larg-
est Muslim civil rights
and advocacy organiza-
tion, said it has received
reports from around the
nation of mosque offi-

cials being asked to meet
with FBI agents and then
being pressed to inform
on members of their con-
gregations.

In an advisory to Mus-
lim community leaders,
CAIR recommended that
before any meeting with
the FBI or any law
enforcement agency, US
Muslim leaders should
seek the advice of an

attorney and have that
attorney present at any
meeting.

Wicks urged commu-
nity leaders to ask for
business cards from those
individuals from the FBI
and immediately consult
with an attorney before
any questioning takes
place.

CAIR’s “Know Your
Rights and Responsibili-

ties” pocket guide tells
American Muslims  to
report any actual knowl-
edge of criminal activity
without being asked by
law enforcement authori-
ties.

It states: “American
Muslims strongly support
law enforcement and the
protection of our national
security. As Americans,
we also value civil rights.

All Americans have the
constitutional right to due
process and to be politi-
cally active.”

“If you know of any
criminal activity taking
place in your community,
it is both your religious
and civic duty to immedi-
ately report such activity
to local and federal law
enforcement agencies.

Since 9/11, Muslims,

estimated between six to
seven million, have
become sensitized to an
erosion of their civil
rights, with a prevailing
belief that America was
stigmatizing their faith.
US Muslims are partic-
ularly wary of the FBI’s
history of targeting mem-
bers of their community.
In 2009, Muslim
groups threatened to sus-
pend all contacts with the
FBI over sending infor-
mants into  mosques.

The infamous post-9/11
technique of sending spies
to mosques has been stir-
ring uproar in the United
States. The uproar esca-
lated after media revela-
tions that the FBI
implanted a non-Muslim
informant in a California
mosque to seek building a
terrorism case.

The fake FBI opera-
tions have stirred uproar
inside the United States
over entrapping young
people, who posed no real
threat to the US security.

Washington - A new sur-
vey has found that US
Muslims are becoming
more engaged with poli-
tics, with about two-
thirds of the religious
minority planning to vote
in the coming November
elections and half of them

are Democratic Party
supporters against
Republicans.

“We’ve seen a general

trend of Muslims slowly
shifting toward the Dem-
ocratic Party post-2000
and the election of
[George W.] Bush,” Rob-
ert McCaw, government
affairs manager of the
Council on American-
Islamic Relations
(CAIR), told Washington
Post.
There has always been’
Muslim  support  for
Republicans — that 15
percent is pretty constant.
What we also see,
though, is 23 percent
declined to answer or are
unaffiliated. Their votes
are up for grabs.”

Carried out by CAIR,
the survey tested the
opinion of 1,500 Muslim
registered voters.

US Muslims Prefer Democrats: CAIR Survey

Out those voters, 69
percent plan to cast bal-
lots in the Nov. 4 mid-
term elections and 16
percent do not plan to
vote. Fourteen percent
declined to answer.

Announced last
Wednesday, the survey
was conducted only in
the five states with the
largest Muslim popula-
tions: California, New
York, Illinois, Florida and
Texas. CAIR also polled
Muslims living in Vir-
ginia, a “future toss-up
state,” Mr. McCaw said.

McCaw said CAIR has
been conducting pre-
election surveys for presi-
dential races in an effort
“to trace Muslim voting
behavior to a greater
degree and draw more
attention to Muslim vot-
ers who are well posi-
tioned in swing and bat-
tleground states.”

Similar to the 2012
results, the top issues for
voters are the economy,
health care and civil lib-
erties.

For the first time, the
survey added in the issue
of Islamophobia “to see

how the community
responded to that,” Mr.
McCaw  said. “With
recent headlines and
fears, it ranked higher
than [civil rights] in past
years.”

Nationally, 15 percent
of Muslim voters said
Islamophobia is the most
important issue for them.
New Political Power

For some analysts, the
results of the survey
would not affect GOP,
noting that Muslims com-

pose about 1 percent of
the national voting popu-
lation.

“l don’t see Muslim
voters as having a major
influence on the outcome
of elections this cycle,”
Geoffrey Skelley, spokes-
man for the Center for
Politics at the University
of Virginia, said.

“Looking at the states
they pulled none of those
states have particularly
competitive statewide
races going on.”

Other, however, disa-
greed, seeing active Mus-
lim youth as a growing
political force that parties
should be keen on attract-
ing.

“Look at the Hispanic
population. They came of
age and wanted to be part
of the democratic pro-
cess,” Kathleen Moore,
professor and chair-
woman of the Religious
Studies Department at the
University of California,
Santa Barbara, said.

Even though Muslims
only make up 1 percent

of voters, in a swing state
“their vote will matter,
because it’s such a margi-
nal difference,” Moore
said. “So Florida being a
swing state, Ohio being a
swing state, if they consti-
tute as much as 2 or 3 per-
cent, that will matter in
the outcome,” she said.

More specific numbers
for each state are set to be
released Monday, but the
national trends “do reflect
the local environment,”
McCaw said.

Though there are no
official figures, America
is believed to be the home
of nearly 7-8 million
Muslims.

A recent Pew research

found that American
Muslims are the most
moderate  around the
world.
It showed that US Mus-
lims generally express
strong commitment to
their faith and tend not to
see an inherent conflict
between being devout and
living in a modern soci-
ety.
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM - Israel warned Tuesday 10-
14-2014 that a vote by British parliament in favour of
recognising a Palestinian state risked undermining the
prospects for peace. "Premature international recogni-
tion sends a troubling message to the Palestinian leader-
ship that they can evade the tough choices that both
sides have to make, and actually undermines the

chances to reach a real peace," said a statement from the
Israeli foreign ministry.

Late Monday 10-13-2014 British MPs voted 274 to
12 for a non-binding motion to "recognise the state of
Palestine alongside the state of Israel as a contribution
to securing a negotiated two-state solution".

The resolution was welcomed by the Palestinians.

"It will enhance the European voices calling for the rec-
ognition of the State of Palestine and will create the
right environment for the international community to
grant the Palestinian people legal parity and rights," sen-
ior Palestine Liberation Official Hanan Ashrawi said in
a statement.

Palestinian foreign minister Riyad al-Malki urged
London to "immediately recognise the state of Pales-
tine," while the Islamist movement Hamas said the par-
liamentary motion was symbolic only. "This symbolic
vote is an important sign that the international commu-
nity is changing its attitude in regard to the occupation's
crimes, but it is still a symbolic move," Hamas spokes-
man Sami Abu Zuhri said.

Britain's ambassador to Israel, Matthew Gould, said
although the vote was not binding on the British govern-
ment it was significant. "I think that this vote is a sign of
shifting public opinion in the UK and indeed beyond,"
he said in an interview on Tuesday morning with Israeli
public radio.

The debate in the House of Commons came after the
Swedish government said it would recognise a Palestin-
ian state -- it would be the first EU member in Western
Europe to do so -- drawing anger from Israel.
It follows the collapse of peace talks between Israel and
Palestine, and this year's conflict in Gaza in which more
than 2,000 Palestinians and dozens of Israelis were
killed. "The conflict in the summer over Gaza had a big

impact on British public opinion and has affected
Israel's standing," Gould said. "Announcements on set-
tlements since the summer have also had an impact and
so although this vote won't affect government policy |
think it is right to be concerned about what it signifies in
terms of the direction of public opinion."

The Palestinian Authority estimates 134 countries
have recognised Palestine as a state, although the num-
ber is disputed and several recognitions by what are now
European Union member states date from the Soviet era.

Britain abstained in 2012 from a vote in the United
Nations on giving the Palestinians the rank of observer
state, which was granted over the objections of the
United States and Israel.
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South Yemen separatists
pledge to intensify protests

ADEN - Southern Yemeni separatists pledged Thursday 10-14-2014
to escalate protests demanding secession, as northern Shiite rebels vie
to expand their control over more of the impoverished country.

The country continues to reel under the impact of the rebel expan-
sion, after they overran the capital last month and seized a major port
city unopposed, before clashing with Sunni tribes and Al-Qaeda south

of Sanaa.

Tens of thousands protested on October 14 in Al-Arood Square in

central Aden, capital of the formerly independent South Yemen, set-
ting up a tent camp and promising an indefinite sit-in to press for

independence.

A new coalition of two main separatist groups, the Supreme Coun-
cil of the Revolutionary Peaceful Movement for the Liberation and
Independence of the South, called for "Friday of Anger" protests.It
urged southerners working for the government, especially those in the
armed forces and police, to abandon their jobs and join the protests.

Many protesters go to work during the day and return in the after-
noon to the camp, which has some 120 tents, activists said. The south
was independent between the end of British colonial rule in 1967 and
its union with the north in 1990.

A secession attempt four years later sparked a brief but bloody civil
war that ended with northern forces occupying the region. The separ-
atists, as well as Huthi Shiites, rejected plans unveiled in February for
Yemen to become a six-region federation, including two for the south,

as part of a post-Saleh political transition.
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unlikely to pass up credit
for the Houthis’ rise when
it provides a boost to Teh-
ran’s leverage in the
region.

The takeover of Sanaa
this week appeared well
planned. After setting up
tented encampments at the
entrances to the city,
peaceful demonstrators
took to the streets of the
capital calling for the cor-
rupt government to be dis-
solved and for fuel subsi-
dies, lifted in July, to be
reinstated — both appeal-

ing demands to many
Yemenis. On Sept. 9
those  protests  turned

deadly when uniformed
soldiers opened fire on
demonstrators. Eight pro-
testers and an ambulance
driver were shot dead.

Attempts to broker a
deal between Hadi and
Houthi leader Abdulmalek
al-Houthi over fuel prices
and the formation of a new

government repeatedly
stalled. On Sept. 16 the
first clashes broke out,

leading to heavy fighting
concentrated on a major
military camp, the former
base of Maj.  Gen. Ali
Mohsen al-Ahmar — who
led the wars against the
Houthis in Saada — and
the surrounding area in the
north of the city.

The Houthis won the
battle in four days, just in
time for the signing of the
Peace and National Part-
nership  Agreement as
fighting raged in the north
of the capital. While politi-
cians gathered in the capi-
tal’s south for a signing
ceremony, the prime minis-
ter announced his resigna-
tion and Houthi militiamen

turned up at key govern-
ment buildings in the cen-
ter of the capital. Uncon-
tested by the soldiers and
military police posted to
protect the city, the gun-
men asserted their control
of  strategic  buildings
across the city, including
the u.s. Embassy.

The target of the appar-
ent takeover has not, so far,
been Hadi but his and
Saleh’s political adversar-
ies.  After storming the
base of Ahmar, who turned
against Saleh in 2011, the
Houthis targeted the homes
of the Ahmar clan (no rela-
tion to the general), includ-
ing the houses of Islah
backer Sheik Hamid al-
Ahmar, who also stoked
the uprising against Saleh
in 2011.

Brewing backlash
The Houthi campaign in
Sanaa was the culmination
of months of fighting out-

side the city, most notably
in the province of Amran
to the north of Sanaa,
where the Houthis per-
suaded tribal leaders and
their men who had been
loyal to the Ahmars to turn
against them. In a signifi-
cant symbolic act to the
tribes of northern Yemen,
the Houthis blew up the
main family home of the
Ahmars in July, marking an
end to the family’s com-
mand over Hashed tribal
subsects.  Islah’s  tribal
influence was usurped —
to the benefit of all its
political opponents.

Saleh, who blamed the
entire Arab Spring on the
Muslim Brotherhood when
I interviewed him early last
year, has had three decades
of experience in creating
conflict to meet his own
ends in Yemen. A weaker
Islah removes obstacles for
Hadi. The drawback may

come if, in the process of
allowing the Houthis into
the city, the conspiracy has
inadvertently created a
monster that could slip out
of control.

What happens next is
almost impossible to pre-
dict. What parts of the deal
will be implemented is
largely down to the Hou-
this. In a televised speech
to thousands of his sup-
porters in the capital’s Tah-
rir Square on Tuesday,
Abdulmalek al-Houthi
indicated the people’s com-
mittees of  militiamen
would stay until the mili-
tary was able to maintain
security against the threat
of Al-Qaeda and suggested
that the Houthis should
continue their path south
and east to the oil-rich
province of Marib and al-
Baydah.

In addition, a backlash
from events in Sanaa over

the last week may be brew-
ing. Al-Qaeda in the Ara-
bian Peninsula has released
a statement calling on
Yemen’s Sunni tribesman
to unite and attack the
Houthis.  If representa-
tion in the new govern-
ment, set to be formed
within a month under the
terms of the signed agree-
ment, does not meet the
expectations of Islah, there
is a risk of disenfranchising
swaths of the party’s sup-
porters and driving them to
take up arms or turn to Al-
Qaeda.

Further conflict appears
almost inevitable.
Although the Houthis’
progress to Sanaa was tol-
erated, the next stage may
test Hadi’s ability to halt
their so far unchecked ter-
ritorial gains.
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What the Houthi takeover of Sanaa reveals about Yemen’s politics

SANAA, Yemen-Iona
Craig - Houthi fighters
seized most of Yemen’s
capital, Sanaa, and signed a
deal with the government
last Sunday 9-21-2014.
Since their lightning
takeover of the city, Houthi
militias have attacked the
adversaries of former Pres-
ident Ali Abdullah Saleh
and political rivals of cur-
rent President Abdrabbuh
Mansour Hadi. But the
apparent ease of the Houthi
victory reveals much more
about the smoke and mir-
rors of Yemeni politics
than it does about the mili-
tia fighting prowess.
Indeed, by allowing the
Houthis free rein of the
capital, Hadi has taken a
gamble that could bring
more violence as the back-
lash against the Houthi
uprising gains strength.

It has been more than a
decade since Yemenis were
last given the opportunity
to vote for a parliament.
After 33 years of rule by
Saleh, a popular uprising in

2011 led to an internation-
ally backed deal and an
election, in which there
was only one candidate:
Hadi, Saleh’s long-serving
deputy.

The government broke
the social contract with
Yemen’s 25 million people
long before peaceful pro-
testers took to the streets in
2011. The Houthis —
also known as Ansar Allah
— joined the demonstra-
tions against Saleh, who
presided over six wars
against them from 2004 to
2010 in the groups’ strong-
hold in Yemen’s northern
province of Saada.

Rooted in a 1990s Zaydi
Shia youth movement, the
Houthis formed in 2004,
taking their name from
then-leader Hussein al-
Houthi, who was killed
during the first war in
Saada in 2004.

The 2011 uprising
revived the group, and
after Salehs’ ouster, the
Houthis saw a surge in
open  support.  During

Saleh’s rule, Zaydism was
repressed, and Houthis in
Sanaa were under constant
threat. Many disappeared
into the prison cells of the
capital’s notorious Political
Security Organization,
while others maintained
their allegiance to the
movement in secret.
During the unrest of the

2011 political uprising, the
Houthis, who had been
calling for autonomy, con-
solidated their control in
Saada as the power struggle
played out 115 miles away
in Sanaa. Saleh’s ouster

allowed Houthi supporters
to emerge from the shad-
ows, with the groups’ slo-
gan being daubed on walls
from the ancient city of Old
Sanaa to mountainsides
across northern Yemen. The
battle-hardened group soon
gained popularity outside
its traditional Zaydi lines.
The 2011 protests united
political opponents around
the shared goal of removing
Saleh and his regime, but
once that was achieved,

rivalries quickly resur-
faced. In the two-mile-
long tented sit-in that was
home to anti-government
protesters for nine months
in Sanaa, fistfights broke
out between Houthi dem-
onstrators and their politi-
cal rivals from Islah,
Yemen’s equivalent of the
Muslim Brotherhood.
At the same time, confron-
tations in the north turned
violent, centered on the
Salafist Dar al-Hadeeth
religious school in the vil-
lage of Dammaj, to which
the Houthis laid siege for
two months at the end of
2011. Renewed fighting in
2013 led to a cease-fire
agreement in January this
year that included the evac-
uation of the Salafi stu-
dents. After the fall of
Dammaj, the Houthi fight-
ers began their push south
toward the capital.
Although often painted as a
sectarian struggle between
Shia and conservative Sun-
nis, the conflict at its root
is political and tribal rather

than sectarian. But the
Houthis’ rise could cause
the sectarian narrative to
become a self-fulfilling
prophecy. Yemen’s Al-
Qaeda  insurgency has
always had an aggressive
stance against the Houthis.
As the group began taking
territory in northern prov-
inces, the Qaeda fighters of
Ansar al-Sharia started to
act on their long-running
anti-Houthi threats. In July
in a brutal Ansar al-Sharia
attack that mirrored those
by the Islamic State in Iraq
and the Levant, militants
wearing head-mounted
cameras slit the throats and
hacked off the heads of 14
unarmed off-duty soldiers.
Ansar al-Sharia justified
the killings by claiming the
soldiers were Houthis.

Saudi Arabia versus Iran
Conflict with the Houthis
in Yemen is often framed
as an Iran versus Saudi
Arabia proxy battle that
came to a head in 2010
when the Saudis were
dragged into the most

recent war in Saada as it
threatened the kingdom’s
border.

Saudi Arabia has backed
multiple individuals and
factions in Yemen, includ-
ing Islah. But since 2011,
the regional struggle
between Saudi Arabia and
Qatar has played out in the
tussle for influential pat-
ronage in Yemen. The pre-
viously close relationship
between Saudi Arabia and
Islah has soured since the
uprisings of 2011, and
Qatar has been spreading
its informal sponsorship
networks in Yemen. In
March, Saudi Arabia listed
both the Houthis and the
Qatar-backed Muslim
Brotherhood as banned ter-
rorist organizations.

Hadi has repeatedly
thanked Saudi Arabia for
its financial support while
accusing Iran of inciting
conflict by supporting the
Houthis and the southern
secessionist movement, Al-
HIrak. Iran has denied arm-
ing the Houthis but is
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Abdullah Saleh: Yemen’s Unsackable Leader

Vivian Salama

Of all the Arab Spring
dictators who met their
match in popular uprisings,
only one came out a
winner. Vivian Salama on
why Yemenis can't shake
their clingy ex-president.

When the sun goes
down on the ancient city of
Sana, the capital of Yemen,
the pillars and domes on
the country’s largest
mosque shine tall and
bright in a sea of near
darkness. The massive
complex, known simply as
Saleh’s  Mosque, was
commissioned by Al
Abdullah Saleh, the
country’s former dictator,
then named in his honor.

In one of the mosque’s
backrooms, a new, rather
peculiar exhibit is set to
open, filled with items
seemingly out of place in a
house of God. It includes a
pair of eyeglasses,

engraved guns, golden

swords, and—the most
unusual item of all—a pair
of charred pants torn to
bits in a shrapnel attack.
These items belong to
none other than Saleh
himself, and the exhibit—
described by one local
paper as a “journey into a
land of dreams”—was
envisioned by him, too.
Of all the Arab Spring
dictators who met their
match in popular
uprisings, only one came
out a winner. Egypt’s
Hosni Mubarak is serving
a life sentence. Tunisia’s
Zine El Abidine Ben Ali is
in exile. Syria’s President
Bashar al-Assad is cut off
from  most of  the
international community.
Libya’s Muammar
Gaddafi is dead. Yet Saleh,
who narrowly escaped
death during an attack on
his palace in 2011, has
managed to avoid the
worst of fates and is,
instead, living peacefully

in Sana, opening museums
and brash self-tributes in
what many fear is the early
groundwork for a political
comeback.

“Saleh is just like this
guy Putin in Russia,” said
Yahya Al-Hajj, an
apolitical Sana resident.
“We wish he goes away,
but the more we wish, the
more he is sticking to us.”

Saleh’s determination to
keep his name engrained
in the minds of Yemenis
stretches far beyond the
walls of his new museum.

The ex-president is
scheduled on Tuesday to
give a speech to his

supporters in one of Sana’s
public squares marking the
anniversary of his own
removal. Yet many
Yemenis do not take his
antics lightly and are
demanding an end to his
political career once and
for all. Under a power-
transfer deal, drafted by

the six-nation Gulf

Cooperation Council at the
height of Yemen’s
uprising, Saleh was
granted  immunity for
violations committed
during his time in power,
including the deaths of at
least 45 protesters in 2011.

But he was not barred
from political
involvement. Even today,
one year after his forced
resignation, Saleh, and not
his successor, President
Abd-Rabbu Mansour
Hadi, remains the leader of
Yemen’s largest political
party, the General People
Congress, which he
founded in 1982.

“The jury is still out
whether we will see
significant  change in
Yemen or a whitewash of
just enough reform to keep
the public more or less
content and a continuation
of status quo,” said Letta
Tayler, a Yemen expert
with Human Rights Watch.

“Most of the elites who
were in power at the time
of the uprising remain in
power—just  that they
played a game of musical
chairs.”

The Al-Hasabah section
of the capital remains a
tangible reminder of its
latest bout with violence
during the 2011 uprising.
Buildings surrounding the
main square are tattered by
thousands of bullet holes,
and the likelihood of
compensation to repair or
rebuild is uncertain. Here,
in the Arab world’s
poorest nation, many are
frustrated with the lack of
change and insist that the
injustices tied to the
former regime have gone
ignored for long enough.

Tensions are rising
among various factions in
the country. The southern
city of Aden, Yemen’s
second largest, was the
scene of deadly clashes
this week as Southern

independence  separatists
feuded with security forces
and demonstrators
supporting the  central
government in the north.

Residents say men
attacked, looted, and
burned government
buildings while security

forces vanished.

““Change is being driven
backwards by the
reproduction of the same
traditional powers from the
past,” said Sarah Jamal, a
Yemeni sociologist and co-
founder of Support Yemen,
a nonprofit organization
that promotes the
establishment of a
democratic state. “Those
traditional powers stopped
Yemen from becoming a
civil state, and now they
are getting reorganized to
make sure they find a
place in the new state."

Continued on page 51
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HEZBOLLAH
IN SYRIA

by Marisa Sullivan

Hezbollah’s deepening involvement in Syria is one of
the most important factors of the conflict in 2013 and
2014. Since the beginning of 2013, Hezbollah fighters
have operated openly and in significant numbers
across the border alongside their Syrian and Iraqi
counterparts. They have enabled the regime to regain
control of rebel-held areas in central Syria and have
improved the effectiveness of pro-regime forces.

The impact of Hezbollah’s involvement in Syria has
been felt not just on the battlefield, where the regime
now has momentum in many areas, but also in Leba-
non where growing sectarian tensions have under-
mined security and stability.

This paper details Hezbollah’s involvement in Syria
from the beginning of the conflict to the present.
Much of the focus is on 2013, when Hezbollah pub-
licly acknowledge its presence in Syria and deepened
its commitment on the ground. The first part of the
paper explores the relationship between Hezbollah,
Iran, and Syria and Hezbollah’s rationale for its
involvement in Syria. The second part looks at Hez-
bollah’s activities in Syria from 2011 to 2012, when it
operated on a limited and clandestine basis.

The third section of the paper details Hezbollah’s
escalation of its presence in 2013 and examines the
group’s role in operations across Syria since the begin-
ning of 2013. The fourth part analyzes the size, scope,
and structure of Hezbollah’s operations in Syria.
Finally, the paper concludes with a discussion of the
implications of Hezbollah’s growing presence in Syria
within Lebanon, Syria, and more broadly.

Background: The Axis of Resistance

The Axis of Resistance is an Iran-led alliance of state
and non-state actors in the Middle East that seeks to
confront Western interests in the region, namely those
of the United States and Israel. Historically, this alli-
ance has included the Assad regime in Syria and Leba-
nese Hezbollah. In recent years, Iran has also culti-
vated Iraqi Shi’a militants as the newest members of
this alliance. Aside from shared regional objectives,
another pillar of the axis is shared support. Iran pro-
vides extensive material, financial, training, and logis-
tical assistance to its regional partners. For example,
Tran has supplied Hezbollah with as much as $200
million each year. After Hezbollah’s 2006 war with
Israel, Iran and Syria rearmed Hezbollah with vastly
expanded and more sophisticated weaponry. Much of
this support has flowed through Syria, making it the
primary hub in Iran’s power projection in the Levant.
The war in Syria presents a significant, even exis-

tential, threat to this strategic alliance by endangering
one of its primary members and the chief conduit for
Iranian support to Hezbollah. At the same time, Iran
cannot afford to lose its most important foothold in the
Levant, and Hezbollah cannot risk losing its access to
critical Iranian and Syrian support. Maintaining the
Axis of resistance is also a matter of great ideological
importance for Iran and its commitment to exporting
its Islamic revolutionary principles. For all of these
reasons, Iran will go to great lengths to preserve its
foothold in Syria.

www.understandingwar.org
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U.S. warns of sanctions
on buyers of ISIS oil

i‘ﬁ"{(‘l

Washington - Thursday, 23 October 2014 - The Obama admin-
istration on Thursday threatened to slap sanctions on anyone
buying oil from Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) militants
in an effort to disrupt what it said was a $1-million-a-day fund-
ing source.

ISIS has seized large swaths of Iraq and Syria in a brutal
campaign, and could pose a threat to the United States and its
allies if it is not stopped, U.S. Treasury Undersecretary David
Cohen said.

“With the important exception of some state-sponsored ter-
rorist organizations, ISIL is probably the best-funded terrorist
organization we have confronted,” Cohen said, referring to
another name for ISIS. He spoke at the Carnegie Endowment
for International Peace.

ISIS is generating tens of millions of dollars a month
through a combination of oil sales, ransom, extortion and other
criminal activities, and support from wealthy donors, said
Cohen in laying out the most comprehensive outline yet of the
U.S. financial strategy against the group.

ISIS’s fundraising mostly avoids the formal financial sys-
tem, and relies less on donor support compared with militant
groups like al-Qaeda, making it less susceptible to Treasury’s
traditional tools of designating wealthy financiers and black-
listing banks.“We have no silver bullet, no secret weapon to
empty ISIL’s coffers overnight,” Cohen said.

But, the U.S. government and its allies are working on find-
ing new ways to disrupt ISIS’s activities, including its key oil
revenues, Cohen said. ISIS has tapped into the black market in
oil in Syria and Iraq, refining some and selling it to smugglers
who transport it to Turkey and the Kurdish region of Iraq.

The research firm IHS estimated this week that Islamic State
militants were producing about $2 million worth of crude oil a
day before recent U.S.-led air strikes.

The United States and its allies, including Saudi Arabia and
the United Arab Emirates, began launching air strikes against
ISIS in Iraq in August and Syria in September, including tar-
geted strikes against ISIS-controlled oilfields and refineries.
The strikes have succeeded in bringing crude production down
to 20,000 barrels a day, less than a third of what it was last
summer, the International Energy Agency said.

While the air strikes have disrupted some of ISIS’ oil reve-
nue, Cohen said it was still important to find other ways to tar-
get the group’s funding sources and prevent access to the for-
mal financial sector by targeting middlemen, traders, refiners
and transport companies.

U.S. sanctions block people and firms from accessing the
U.S. financial system, and are usually followed by banks
around the world who are wary of dealing with U.S. enemies.

Cohen said Turkey and the Kurdistan regional government
in Iraq were starting to crack down on oil smuggling networks
that existed long before Islamic State started taking advantage
of them. The United States will also seek to disrupt other fund-
ing including an estimated $20 million from kidnapping this
year by urging countries not to pay ransoms.
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Profile Jilagy

Francis
Fukuyama:
Biography

Francis Fukuyama is
Olivier Nomellini Senior
Fellow at the Freeman
Spogli Institute for Inter-
national Studies (FSI),
resident in FSI's Center
on Democracy, Develop-
ment, and the Rule of
Law. He is professor (by
courtesy) of political sci-
ence.

Dr. Fukuyama has
written widely on issues
in development and inter-
national politics. His
book, The End of History
and the Last Man, was
published by Free Press
in 1992 and has appeared
in over twenty foreign
editions. His most recent
book, The Origins of
Political Order, was pub-
lished in April 2011; the
companion volume Polit-
ical Order and Political

Decay will be pub-
lished in 2014. Other
books include America at
the Crossroads: Democ-
racy, Power, and the
Neoconservative Legacy,
Our Posthuman Future:

Consequences of the
Biotechnology Revolu-
tion, and Trust: The
Social Virtues and the
Creation of Prosperity.
Francis Fukuyama
received his B.A. from
Cornell University in
classics, and his Ph.D.
from Harvard in Political
Science. He was a mem-
ber of the Political Sci-
ence Department of the

RAND Corporation,
and of the Policy Plan-
ning Staff of the US
Department of State. He
previously taught at the
Paul H. Nitze School of

Advanced Interna-
tional Studies (SAIS) of
Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity and at George Mason
University's School of
Public Policy. He served
as a member of the Presi-
dent's Council on Bioeth-
ics from 2001-2004.

Dr. Fukuyama is
chairma
of the editorial board of
The American Interest,
which he helped to found
in 2005. He is a senior
fellow at the Johns Hop-
kins SAIS Foreign Policy
Institute, and a non-
resident fellow at the
Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace and
the Center for Global

Development. He
holds honorary docto-
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Islamic

Islam: world distribu-
tion of Islam prehis-
tory and history of the
Islamic community.

Adherence to Islam
is a global phenome-
non: Muslims pre-
dominate in some 30
to 40 countries, from
the Atlantic eastward
to the Pacific and
along a belt that
stretches across north-
ern Africa into Central
Asia and south to the
northern regions of
the Indian subconti-
nent. Arabs account
for fewer than one-
fifth of all Muslims,
more than half of
whom live east of
Karachi, Pak.

Despite the absence
of large-scale Islamic
political entities, the
Islamic faith contin-
ues to expand, by
some estimates faster
than any other major
religion.

The Muslim relig-
ion and the life of the
Prophet Muhammad
are treated specifically
in the article Islam.

The literature,
music, dance, and vis-
uval arts of Muslim
peoples are treated in
the article Islamic
arts. Islam is also
discussed in articles
on individual coun-
tries or on regions in
which the religion is a
factor, such as Egypt,
Iran, Arabia, and
North Africa. See arti-
cles on individual
branches or sects and
concepts—for exam-
ple, Islam, Nation of;
Sunni; Shiite; Hadith.
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Why rellglous tensions are splklng around the globe

By : By Noelle Swan
Global religious hostili-
ties, including government
restrictions on how indi-
viduals can practice their
faith and conflicts between
communities of different
faiths, reached a six-year
high in 2012, according to
the Pew Research Center.
One-third of the 198
countries and territories
included in the study,
released this week, had a
high level of religious
restrictions, with an even
greater share affected by
religiously-based social
hostilities that include ver-
bal abuse, overt hate
crimes, and murder.
“This is the first time
that this study has found
that  social  hostilities
involving religion affect a
larger share of the world’s
population than govern-
ment restriction on relig-
ious freedom,” says Brian
Grim, the principal investi-
gator for all five studies.
But even as observers
pointed to greater global
migration and integration
with people of different
faiths as a root cause, they
also suggested such min-
gling could ultimately help
ease religious tensions.
Religious harassment has
been present in 185 coun-
tries since Pew first began
to quantify religious free-
dom in 2007. Christians
have faced the most wide-
spread harassment, with
Muslims running a close
second. Overall levels of
religious hostility have
heightened in every region
of the globe except for the
Americas.

Indeed, many theolo-
gians say that independent
research over the past sev-
eral years has also sug-
gested that “intolerance is
on the march,” something
they attribute to political
instability and  greater
interconnectivity.

“The best sense I can
make out of it is that glo-
balization processes are
shrinking the world and
people are bumping
against each other with
very few firm and immov-
able boundaries between
them,” says Miroslav Volf,
a Yale Divinity School pro-
fessor and founding direc-
tor of the Yale Center for

Faith and Culture.
Freedom to practice my
religion

While the fall of the
Soviet Union and the
breakdown of the cold war
world offered new relig-
ious freedoms to many
individuals, it also opened
the door for increased ten-
sions.

Prof. Volf, who grew up
in the former Yugoslavia,
saw this transformation
play out first hand. Under
the communist and offi-
cially secular regime,
Catholics and Protestants
lived side by side without
incident, largely because
they both felt equally
oppressed, Volf says. It
was only when the oppres-
sion from the government
was removed that hostili-
ties between the two
groups emerged.

People tend to think
about democratic rights in
terms of the freedom to
practice their own religion,

and do not necessarily see
those rights extending to
freedom of other individu-
als to practice different
faiths, Volf says.

A similar scenario is
currently unfolding in the
Middle East and North
Africa, the two regions of
the globe where Pew found
the most pronounced spike
in  religious  hostility.

“When you are looking
at the failure of a nation
state, people are searching
for meaning that s
broader, larger, and more
robust than the failure that
they experience from their
own government,” says
Dana Robert, a theology
professor at Boston Uni-
versity and director of the
BU Center for Global
Christianity and Mission.

“So religion represents a

’_k—-

very flexible set of tradi-
tions that one can draw
upon in times of stress. It’s
no surprise that what starts
off looking like a secular,
moderate set of changes,
becomes deeper and more
and more religious if the
change doesn’t happen in
the way that people need.”
Both Prof. Robert and

Volf say that increased glo-
bal ties have helped fuel
the sense that other relig-
ions are ominous groups
made up of “others” rather
than loosely connected
individuals who share val-
ues.

As that perception grows,
people start to see the fam-
ily down the street not as
neighbors, but as as mem-
bers of a global religion
with  an  international
agenda, Robert says.

Greater integration of
religion with politics can
be equally toxic, says Volf.

“The worst thing that
happened to world religion

is the association with
political power,” Volf says.
“Once the association is
there, it is very easy to see
how it is misused. It can be
misused in authoritarian
regimes, and it can be mis-
used in democratic
regimes.”

Yet globalization and
migration may also hold
the key to helping to com-
bat this persistent fear of
the other, he argues.

For instance, when Mus-
lims from a variety of dif-
ferent cultural background
meet in a place like New
York City, they discover
that there is more than one
way to practice their faith,

Volf says. Likewise, they
are frequently exposed to
individuals of different
faiths and can be surprised
to learn that they may share
many values.
When those boundaries
between faiths and cultures
become less rigid, “religion
becomes much more of a
spirituality, much more of
something that speaks to a
person as an individual and
binds people across other
dividing lines,” he adds. “I
personally see hope in this.
I see hope in this for Islam.
I see hope in this for other
religions as well.”

This happens all the time
in educational settings,
Robert points out. When
students are exposed to
other cultures and faiths
through literature, course-
work, and direct interac-
tion, they begin to develop
an expansive sense of self
in relation to the other.

That said, education is
not a panacea. “Sometimes
a lot of people who are the
most violent are the edu-
cated leaders because they
have the skills to manipu-
late the group,” she adds.

“It is important to note
that these religious restric-
tions and hostilities affect
people of all religions and
even people with no relig-
ious faith,” says Mr. Grim,
the study's principal inves-
tigator. “It’s not a sectarian
issue, a partisan issue, a
political issue, but a human
issue that affects us all.”

http://www.csmonitor.com
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Masdar to build first large-
scale wind farm in GCC

ABU DHABI - Abu Dhabi energy company Masdar said
Wednesday it will build a 50-megawatt wind farm in neigh-
bouring Oman that will provide 16,000 homes with clean
energy.

The $125-million project, the first large-scale wind farm in
the six nations of the Gulf Cooperation Council, would be con-
structed in the southwestern region of Dhofar, Masdar said in a
statement. Masdar signed a joint development agreement with
Oman's Rural Areas Electricity Company to build the farm,
which would mitigate 110,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide yearly,
it said.

Masdar is overseeing Abu Dhabi plans to generate seven
percent of its energy needs from renewable sources by 2020. It
said last month it was partnering with Norwegian firms Statoil
and Statkraft to build a multi-billion dollar offshore wind farm
in Britain, big enough to power 410,000 homes. The company
already has a 20-percent stake in the 630-megawatt London
Array project, the world's largest offshore wind farm.

Abu Dhabi is the wealthiest of the seven sheikhdoms that
make up the federation of the United Arab Emirates.

It sits on proven oil reserves totalling 98.2 billion barrels --
95 percent of the UAE's reserves, which are the world's sev-
enth largest. It also has a large gas reserves.

Weak energy demand: Oil
prices dip after brief recovery

LONDON - Oil prices fell on Monday 10-27-2014 after a
brief rebound, with the market weighed down by weak demand
growth in an oversupplied market. US benchmark West Texas
Intermediate for delivery in November slipped five cents to
$82.70 a barrel. Brent North Sea crude for December lost 48
cents to stand at $85.68 a barrel in London midday deals.

Both contracts had risen at the end of last week as investors
snapped up bargains after prices had tanked to multi-year low
points. Oil prices have been hit hard in recent weeks by weak
energy demand as the global economy stutters, a supply glut
and price-cutting by major producers such as Saudi Arabia.

"Long-held assumptions about the determination of key
OPEC producers to support prices appear to be dissolving as
Saudi Arabia signals to the market that it may be comfortable
with a long period of low oil prices," British bank Barclays
said in a research note. While wishing to keep market share,
Saudi has previously expressed concern that high prices can
hinder economic recovery, hurting producers like itself in the
long run. Last week, the International Energy Agency cut its
forecasts for demand growth for the third month in a row.

For this year, it expects demand to rise 700,000 barrels per
day to 92.4 million, which is 200,000 fewer than previously
forecast.
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can focus on 5 or 6 items
at a time. If the class is
making a world history
timeline on the wall or in
a notebook, they can
insert these events along
into the larger timeline.

Discuss how these
events may relate to
events taking place in
other regions and cul-
tures. Correlating the
chronology to geography:
Make a master copy of
the chronology Handout
1b by making an enlarged
photocopy.

Cut the chronology
into strips with one item
on each. Distribute the
strips among members of
the class. Color the strips
with pink, yellow, green
or blue highlighters,
using one color for chro
nology items on the first
century of Islam from
622 — 750 CE, a second
color for 800-1500 CE, a
third color for 1500-1900
CE, and a fourth color for
the 20th century.

Using removable tape,
have students attach each
strip to the classroom
wall map of the world
(preferably a physical
map rather than a modern
political map) on the
appropriate location.

By posting the strips
on the map, the colors
will show the sequence of
the spread of Islam over
the centuries. Make a
map key using the same
colors and post it near the
map.Pre-modern and
modern events in the
spread of Islam: Discuss
the second half of the
chronology, from 1500 to
the present, which
includes political, mili-
tary and economic mile-
stones, and discuss how
they affected social and
religious conditions in
Muslim regions. How did
these events and histori-
cal trends affect the
spread of Islam?

Discuss ways in which
the establishment of
European economic dom-
inance and colonial con-
trol affected the spread of
Islam, or the relative
strength of Muslim influ-
ence in their own and
other lands. The latter
items discuss the spread
of Islam to the industrial-
ized countries, and the
post-colonial situation in
Muslim countries.

Media activity: Using
the general trends

described in the last 4-6
items in the chronology,
have students collect
national and international
newspaper, TV or Inter-
net news reports related
to these issues. Each stu-
dent should briefly
present their news item
and explain or ask for
discussion on how relates
to the spread of Islam and
religious affairs in those
countries. News about
Islam in Europe and
North America is of par-
ticular interest.

People by the Num-
bers: Using the map of
modern  countries  in
Handout 1c, discuss those
which are majority, large
minority and small
minority Muslim coun-
tries. Using an atlas, gaz-
etteer or other up-to-date
reference, have students
select several countries
on the map and find out
their current population.
Using a calculator and
the map key, figure out
the percentage range of
Muslim  population in
these countries. Answers
will be a range, such as
"above 50%" of 50 mil-
lion population = at least
25 million, or 1%-10% of
1 billion = 10 million to
100 million. Students will
realize  that  Muslim
minorities in countries
with large populations
may be more numerous
than Muslim majorities in
countries with small pop-
ulations.

To read the full story go
to:www.islamproject.org
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Important information for Arabs and American Muslims students about Islamic History

Overview of Muslim History and the Spread
of Islam from the 7th to the 21st century

Overview: The purpose
of this activity is to pro-
vide students with
knowledge of how and
when Islam spread to
various regions, and to
locate regions where
Muslims form a demo-
graphic majority or sig-
nificant minorities, from
the 7th to the 21st centu-
ries.

Objectives:

Students should be able
to: relate the spread of
Islam to historical events
and processes of histori-
cal change

trace the spread of
Islam chronologically
and regionally
assess the importance of
cultural and political fac-
tors in the spread of
Islam

evaluate the impor-
tance of shifts in eco-
nomic and  political
power, and cultural influ-
ence among states and
regions in the spread of
Islam.

use a map key to iden-
tify and locate regions of
the eastern hemisphere
(Afroeurasia, a modern
geography term  that
combines the contiguous
continents of  Africa,
Europe and Asia) to
locate regions of the
world that have majority
Muslim populations
today, and to describe
their geographical fea-
tures.

Procedure:

Assign or read as a
class Handout la: "The
Spread of Islam in His-
tory." Study Questions at
the end of the reading
give  suggestions  for
comprehension, discus-
sion activities.

Draw particular atten-
tion to the difference
between the rapid expan-
sion of territory under
Muslim rule and the
spread of Islam among
the populations. Discuss
previous ideas students

The key to truth

may have about the
spread of Islam by the
sword, or about "instant
conversion" of regions to
any world faith. Explain
that conversion has usu-
ally been a gradual pro-
cess. Ask students to list
the reasons why people
might have changed from
the religion they grew up
with?

What influences might
play a role in their deci-
sion (social, political and
economic). Is it more
challenging for individu-
als to join a faith when it

is a minority or when
many people are convert-
ing? How do the poverty
and persecution, or the
wealth and power of
members of the faith
affect individual choice
about conversion?

How might people
learn about the beliefs of
a faith, and what role do
spiritual leaders play?

‘What other role mod-
els, such as traders, trav-
elers, and teachers might
influence people? For fur-
ther reading, see Jerry H.
Bentley, Old  World

Encounters (Oxford Uni-
versity Press, 1993) on
the spread of world relig-
ions.

Adaptation: For middle
school level or lower
reading ability students, a
modified version of the
reading is provided in
Handout la« .

Use the modified or
regular Handout la in an
alternative procedure:
Read and discuss the first
three introductory para-
graphs as a class to
explain the basic process
by which Islam spread.

Divide the rest of
Handout la or la« into
sections by headings or
paragraphs, beginning
with "The Process of
Conversion" and subse-
quent sections.

Assign each section or set
of paragraphs to a group
of students who will be
responsible for explain-
ing it and showing the
regions it discusses on a
classroom map. In a
round robin format,
groups each present their
part of the spread of
Islam narrative in chrono-

logical order. Each
group can take questions
and raise  discussion
points from the audience
with the help of the
teacher.

Study Question #6 may
be used for younger stu-
dents to create a timeline.
Older students may make
notes for a preview time-
line before they move to
the chronology activity,
and Question #7 antici-
pates work on the maps
of the spread of Islam and
modern Muslim regions.
These activities may sub-
stitute for the chronology
activity for middle school
students.

Distribute Handout 1b,

"Chronology of the
Spread of Islam." Discuss
the introduction to pre-
view the type of informa-
tion the students will find
in the chronology.

Explain the difference
between a chronology
and a timeline. If not
already discussed using
the narrative in Handout
la, explain or reinforce
the difference between
the historical concepts of
expanding Muslim-ruled
territory and the spread of
Islam among the popula-
tion of lands in Africa,
Asia and Europe, and
elsewhere. Discuss events
in the first century of
Muslim history, then the
period from 750 to 1200
CE, then 1200 to 1500
CE. Students should note
items on the chronology
that represented advances
as well as setbacks for the
spread of Islam.

Adaptation for middle
school: See #3, above, for
adapted Handout la« .

Teachers may find it
useful to break up the
chronology into parts to
correspond to historical
periods or geographic
regions being studied,
using it in conjunction
with individual units.

By doing so, students

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT ISLAM GO TO :
www.mercyprophet.com

Read More About Islamic Civilization :

= www.rasoulallah.net

www.islamstory.com
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Special Coverage amls adnes

CWA HOLD SEMINAR ON “THE STORY OF ABRAHAM?”

Hamtramck - The Arab
American Today- On
Monday, October 13,
2014, the Common
Word Alliance, a clergy
interfaith organization
held its first in the
series seminar discuss-
ing the “Story of Abra-
ham”at the Hamtramck
Public Library. Forum
participants and pre-
senters represented var-
ious religions and eth-
nic groups.

The forum’s modera-
tor was Imam Hassan
Habhab from Dearborn.
He introduced the
scholars and com-
mented on their presen-
tations.

The speakers were:
from the Muslim per-

spective, Imam Dr. Ali
Sulejman Ali, from the
Jewish perspective,
Rabbi Dorit Edut, from
the Unification Church
perspective, Rev.

David Kasbow, and
from the Christian per-
spective, Pastor Dr. Sid-
ney Griffin.

The subject selected
was broad enough to
last the entire academic
year, however each pre-
senter prepared a fifteen
minute introduction on
the subject touching on
the variations presented
in teachings of each
religion.

Considering that
Abraham was the father
of all three: Muslim
Faith, Jewish Faith and

Christianity, each has a
different approach
though based on the
same historical

accounts.

During the discussion
of violence perpetrated
in the name of religion,
Imam Habhab gave a
beautiful explanation
based on teaching from
Koran, stating that a
true

Muslim is  not
allowed to commit vio-
lence against any
human, animal or even
plant, be it by his word
or hand.

Those who do, are
not true Muslims, but
use false interpretation
of religious teaching as
justification.
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The two hour pro-
gram was a beginning
of discussion on the
topic in a forum involv-
ing all religions that call
their faithful “Children

of Abraham™.

The forum’s conclu-
sion was to continue the
discussion by sponsor-
ing series of forums that
will evaluate various
aspects of the “Story of
Abraham”from the per-
spective of religions
that had their begin-
nings from one father.

Arif Huskic, presi-
dent and founder of the
Common Word Alli-
ance, thanked all partic-

ipants and presenters for
their interest in bringing
all religions together for
discussion of their

founding, their diver-
gence and now their
coming  together in
mutual  understanding
for the purpose of pro-
moting and building
peace among people of
all religions and nations.
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Tatoo Writinge

(Arabic poetry)

Fawziyya Abu Khalid

Not with your tribe's
spears i write

for they are dull

but with my nails

words without walls
Sister ,

For you i have inscribed
Love-songs

weaving the sun's rays
to your latticed window .
To tell me you accept
The tribe's traditions and
prescriptions

is a concession

to being buried alive
The noble inch or two
of tatoo

NI
:)Jh gﬂ ajos

cunpeaiall o

¢

Poe‘%’mﬂggﬁon

. of the poet
over your skin . { gg .
shall curve a bottomless Fawziyya u Khalid
night
into your flesh
It pains me

to see the tribe dwell

in you sprawling

in your college seat not unlike

your grandmother

who thought she was

a lottery ticket won

at home . A woman

in her twenties

sitting before some tent

shrouded with robes and veils

carrying the spindle

but does not spin .

To hear you talk

about a cloak

the clan's man bought

for you ;

to hear you boast

about blue-blood

the heirs

and chip off the old oak tree .

The Sheik's voice in your voice

cancels you .

Sister

My kingdom does not claim

dowries of cows and cattle

thus the Tribe rejects me

For you are their legitimate child

I am the one disavowed

You belong to lords of virgin lands

I to seasons bleeding flames

How long will they keep raping you on your wedding night ?
- Contemporary Arab Women Writers and Poets by Evelyne
Accad and Rose Ghurayyib - Monograph Series of the Insti-
tute for Women's Studies in the Arab World - Beirut Univer-
sity College - # 5 - 1985

E

Two Little Girls

(for, and about, her mother)

I hang on to the hem of her dress like a child hanging
On to the string of an immovable kite

I climb her braid like a squirrel climbing a hazelnut tree
In the late afternoon we jump from one world to another
we play in the wind

like sparrows that opened the door to the cage

We share one apple and innumerable dreams

‘We paint a paradise of questions on the face of the desert
We spray each other with the water of the mirage
accompany a fleeting doe

The Poetry of Arab Women - Edited by Nathalie Handal

(*) was born in Riyadh in 1959. She has BAs from Universities in
Lebanon and the USA, and an MA from King Saud University, where

she now lectures in sociology. She has published three books of poetry.
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Looking Into The Inside”"
Art Gallery In Sanaa

By Maram Alabbasi

Looking into the inside is the name of a new solo exhibi-
tion by artist Amna Al-Nasiri. Al-Nasiri is a Yemeni
painter, art critic and philosophy professor who held her
latest gallery in the Culture House in Sana’a. The exhibi-
tion consisted of 28 works of art. Al-Nasiri explained to
National Yemen the meaning behind the gallery’s name,
Looking into the inside. “Human beings are capable of
seeing the world and freedom, as well as choosing their
own ways of living by themselves, through looking into
the inside before the outside.”

In short, the exhibition raises many questions on
human beings and revolution as an individual and group
activity, leaving the viewer a part of the experience.
Access to interpretations or possible answers are left to
the recipients who live within the experiences created by
the paintings.

“We are currently living in a constant dialogue between
freedom and oppression, between justice and injustice. It
is a matter of hard choices; a free human would never
choose slavery,” Al-Nasiri stated.

For Al-Nasiri, human beings can be enslaved by their
own ideas and thoughts. Woman, though the prominent
figure in many of Al-Nasiri’s paintings, is not the
intended theme. “The theme of the paintings and the exhi-
bition is human beings; women are used as symbols for
all human beings, and symbols of a homeland in general.”

Vision and the ability to gain real introspection into the
world according to Dr. Al-Nasiri cannot be obtained
merely by superficial sight, “but has to be approached by
our spiritual side and through our hearts.”

Dr. Al-Nasiri holds a Ph.D. in philosophy of art from
the Soviet Union, and has held numerous esteemed inter-
nal and external solo exhibitions. She made her stamp on
the art movement in Yemen, and filled the vacant space
for art criticism in the field of visual arts.
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‘Worlding’ (Post)
Modernism: Interpretive

Possibilities of Critical
Theory.. 1

‘Worlding’
Post-modernism

Reviewed by A. Clare
Brandabur

(Haidar Eid. Worlding Post-
modernism: Interpretive
Possibilities of Critical
Theory. Roman Books.)

In h?s New Yorker review
of a new biography of Paul
de Man (The Double Life
of Paul de Man by Evelyn
Barish), Louis Menand
speaks of a crisis in the
world of literary theory:
“Twenty-five years ago, lit-
erary theory went through a
crisis, and it has never
really recovered its reputa-
tion.” Paul de Man,
Menand claims, was not the
cause of this crisis: never-
theless, his story of fraud,
betrayal, and deception
became “too perfect a syn-
ecdoche for everything that
made people feel puzzled,
threatened, or angry about
literary theory.” The most
common misgiving about
theory has perhaps been the
issue of distrust of language
— like Hamlet in his pre-
tended madness who
claimed to be reading
“words, words, words” —
with the implcation that
words failed to signify any-
thing.

The present book by Pro-
fessor Haidar Eid,
“Worlding” (Post) modern-
ism: Interpretive Possibii-
ties of Critical Theory, is an
impressive contribution
among many efforts to sal-
vage from the shipwreck of
literary theory elements that
are usable and sane. The
book’s dedication to
Edward Said is an impor-
tant sign of its underlying
spirit and leitmotif. Long
before the crisis of which
Menand speaks, Said stated
,in (1975):

“For most of my genera-

tion, mind,
culture, his-
tory, tradi-
tion, and the
humanities
both as
words and as
ideas, carry
an authentic
ring of truth,
even if for
one or
another rea-
son they do
not lie easily
within our
grasp. I have
no desire to have done with
them, if only because as
words and ideas they still
seem partially to anchor the
world we inhabit, if only
because they also are still
objects of our regard — and
also because . . . they are
machines to think with.”
(Beginnings, Intention and
Method 1975:19) (italics in
original)
Said’s ideas of a secular
role for the intellectual and
his concept of the
“worldliness” of the schol-
arly vocation are reflected
in Haidar Eid’s choice of
“Worlding” for his title.
‘Well before the “crisis,”
Said fully realized its dan-
gers and took a stand on the
side of the value of lan-
guage and the possibility of
achieving truth as a basis
for responsible political
action. In this ambitious
book, Professor Haidar Eid
employs reason and logic to
cut through the Gordion
knot of contemporary criti-
cal theory in order to con-
struct in its place something
closer to a rational and
humane vision. “What
deconstruction has led to in
its application” Eid says, “is
a nihilistic reduction of
meaning to non-meaning,
not to say nonsense” (33).
As Eid states in the Intro-
duction, the reconstructed
theory he envisions
“ultimately aims to achieve
. a dialectical critical the-
ory that combines (post)
modern and ‘traditional’
micro and macro analysis.”
The formulation he calls for
is “informed by theories of
rationality, reason and
knowledge without falling
into essentialism and apriori
epistemology.” What has
happened under the influ-

Haldar Eid

‘}JL:»«J.S-UAJ_GLAJ‘A_ALSJ
L;._sl_: GRWS slaayl LS
J.:L.,J\ \.A_A M‘)JJJLJAGLJ
L@;g._.s L;J\A\_...J_»J\ A_a_U\(e.Lu
f)ﬁ;ﬁ)d*m(d\ oJLa.w\
O Sy (e e omesd

.99, .Af;yg_}.}w\jjl:,-

§ e OlgsS el e 2358

Mﬂs\w\g\&ww}
\.,\_h;\_rl_.,AJ Lg"\;"\"j—" JJY

o el 1015 2 < Olspl!
seleys

Bl ui—\ [N
J}bww S

Al L
ij“ Lsz‘ “"'ﬁ“}g‘
qﬂu,L’wa

ence of primarily French
theorists, the system which
suffered the “crisis” that
Louis Menand located
twenty-five years ago, was,
Eid maintains, “the penetra-
tion of global capital in
almost all fields of life as
well as the disintegration of
the liberal public sphere”.
If we need a recent example
of the penetration of global
capital, we have only to
look at Arundhati Roy‘s
The Cost of Living docu-
menting the devastation to
the environment and the
displacement of millions of
lower-caste Indians by the
government’s pursuit of
massive dam projects, the
profits from which accrue
to political elites and multi-
national corporations. An
even more contemporary
example comes with the
global outrage at Israeli
massacres in Gaza in which
UN shelters, family homes,
hospitals, power-generators,
mosques, ambulances, play-
grounds and schools are tar-
geted with lethal force
while Israel, backed by US
weapons, prestige, and
money, acts with complete
impunity. US power blocks
any functioning of the
wider “liberal public
sphere” to secure justice for
the indigenous Palestinians,
increasingly at the mercy of
a highly militarized colonial
settler state armed by the
global superpower. In the
face of widespread moral
outrage at the magnitude
and sheer malice of the
onslaught, representatives
of the hege-
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monic power(s) repeat justi-
fications amounting to the
centrality to the globsl capi-
tal system of what should
be a pariah state. To estab-
lish this connection
between theory and social
justice, Eid quotes Edward
Said’s comments on the
political and economic ram-
ifications of poststructural-
ism:

It is significant that the
emergence of so narrowly
defined a philosophy of
pure textuality and critical
non-interference has coin-
cided with the ascendancy
of Reaganism, or for that
matter with a new cold war,
increased militarism and
defence spending, and a
massive turn to the right on
matters touching the econ-
omy, social services, and
organized labor. (Said,
1983: 4).
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= Book Review

Reviewed by Jim Miles
(The Battle for Justice in
Palestine. Ali Abunimah.
Haymarket Press,
Chicago, USA. 2014.)
With the peace talks
being dead, what
happens in Israel/
Palestine?  Settlements
will continue to be built,
dispossession will
continue against
Palestinians, slowly the
“apartheid” context of
Israel will become more
and more obvious.
While the peace talks
were in process, The
Battle for Justice by Ali
Abunimah was
published and pre-
emptively indicated that
the peace process is/was
essentially over and done
with regardless of
ongoing talks. The main
context of the book is of
the elements of apartheid
and the associated
boycott, divestment, and
sanctions movement
(BDS) that is sending
disconcerting messages
to all the pro-Israeli/anti-
Palestinian two staters.
Not that a two state
solution has not been
possible in the past, but
that it is beyond being a
possibility now, leaving
essentially two solutions,
a single apartheid state
(the considered de facto
state as it is now) that is
proclaimed to be Jewish,
or a state with
democracy inclusive of
equal rights for all its
citizens.
In the preface,
Abunimah indicates that
the Palestinians are

Battle for Justice in Palestine 1-2

winning — not
necessarily on the
ground where
settlements, annexation,
blockades, and military
rule remains — but
winning in the general
knowledge of the world
from the impact of the
BDS movement. The
real indicator to this are
the many methods and
great amount of money
and time that is being
used to discredit the
BDS movement in
particular within the U.S.
Comparison

As the U.S. is Israel’s
largest benefactor, the
work starts with a
comparison of Israel and
the U.S., not the usual
demographic statistics
(although those are
interesting as well), but a
comparison based on
racial considerations.
Racial profiling,
discriminatory laws and
courts, and the
disproportionate prison
populations that result,
the huge industry of
security and surveillance,
and the training of
security forces (for
“interoperability”) all
play into the comparison.
The underlying basis for
it is the colonial-settler
mindset: in the U.S. itis
African-American/first
nations subject to
discrimination; in Israel
it is Arabs/Palestinians
facing discrimination.

THE BATTLE FOR
JUSTICE IN PALESTINE

A populist fear factor
from this racial bias
(crime, drugs, terror,
religion) assists with the
cowing and manipulation
of the colonial-settler
population.
Demographics and
Apartheid
Demographics is the
main concern of Israel.
It is the real threat to a
“Jewish and democratic
state”. Israel does not
want two states as that

ALI ABUNIMAH

removes part of Eretz
Israel from its domain.
At the same time, a one
state solution being
Jewish and democratic is
not possible with a
resident population of
Palestinians that is
overtaking the Israeli
population. As argued
by Abunimah, “The
already present reality is
a de facto binational
state, albeit with
apartheid conditions,
throughout historic

Palestine.”

Two other apartheid
states are used as a
comparison for
Abunimah’s arguments
for a one state solution
that overcomes
apartheid. South Africa
and Northern Ireland
provide his case, the
former an obvious racial
apartheid state, the latter
a perhaps not so obvious
religious apartheid state.
The main commonalities
to sustain the apartheid
status are the creation of
the ‘other’ as a mortal
threat against a superior
society, a demographic
threat (obvious in South
Africa with its much
larger black population),
and the creation of a
sense of victimhood, that
the ‘other’ is the cause of
the problems.

The section ends with a
return to a comparison
within the U.S. of
economic apartheid, an
awareness of the
economic “Jim Crow”
that exists in the U.S.
and a recognition that
South African apartheid
was rescinded based on
the accession to the
Washington consensus
economic agenda of neo-
liberalism — in other
words, the economic
status quo of white
control would not be
interfered with.

Neoliberal Palestine

One of the more
interesting parts of the
discussion is that of the
neoliberal economic
patterns that have been
imposed on Palestine,
especially in the West
Bank, although Gaza’s
status as a large
concentration camp
hanging in isolation could
be a forewarning of what
might come to the U.S.
homeland concept of
neoliberalism.
Regardless of that
speculation on my part,
Abunimah examines
what he calls Fayyad-
ism. Salam Fayyad has
in the meantime resigned
as Prime Minister, a
position that he was not
elected for (as no member
of the current Palestinian
governance has been
elected).

As a digression from
reviewing to
commentary, the New
York Times described
Fayyad in very positive
terms,

The New York Times
comment is typical
neoliberal hogwash,
extolling the virtues of
“transparency,
accountability and
stability” without any
sign of any of them. And
while he has “has
championed law and
order in the West Bank™ it
has been for his Israeli
masters at the expense of
the Palestinians people,
other than the select few
PA associates who
manage the money.
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IS jihadists inspired by ancient prophecies of apocalypse

By Samer al-Atrush -
CAIRO

An infidel horde flying 80
banners meets a Muslim
army at the Syrian town
of Dabiq in an apocalyptic
battle. The Muslims are
decimated but ultimately

prevail, ushering in the
end of days.
This ancient Sunni

Muslim prophecy -- men-
tioned in canonical
accounts of the Prophet
Mohammed's sayings --
has become a rallying cry
for Islamic State jihadists
in Iraq and Syria, espe-
cially since they seized
Dabiq in August.

The town itself has
negligible military value
compared with the strate-
gic IS-controlled cities of
Raqga in Syria and Mosul
in Iraq.

But as IS jihadists
come under a US-led aer-
ial onslaught to stop their
advance, its importance as
a symbol has become
clear.

"It raises morale," said
Shadi Hamid, a fellow at
the Brookings Institute.
"It is fair to assume that
the vast majority of (IS)
fighters believe in this
type of talk."

Among IS supporters
on social media, Dabiq
has become a byword for
a struggle against the
West, with Washington
and its allies bombing
jihadists  portrayed as

"

modern-day Crusaders.

IS has even named its
official magazine simply
"Dabiq".

"The lions of Islam
have raised the banner of
the Caliphate in Dabiq,"
one Tunisian IS supporter
wrote recently on Twitter.
"Now they await the arri-
val of the Crusader army."

The prophecy has been
passed down in different
versions, but in all cases it
features a great battle
between a Muslim army
and the forces of non-
believers.

Recent weeks have seen
IS supporters interpreting
a wide range of events as

further evidence of its
truth.

Some keep a close count
of the US-led coalition's
members -- now at more
than 60 countries -- in
anticipation of when the
prophecy's "80 banners"
are reached.

Others have interpreted
comments by top US Gen-
eral Martin Dempsey on
the possible need for
ground forces as a signal
of the foretold battle, writ-
ing on Twitter using the
hashtag: "It is Dabiq, by
God."

- The foretold 'caliphate’

One IS supporter wrote on
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Twitter: "When you
despair of your air power,
you will find us waiting in
Dabiq."

Some versions of the
prophecy mention the
Muslim army moving on
after the great battle to
take Constantinople, the
former capital of the
Christian Byzantines and
present-day Istanbul.

When Turkey decided
last week to join the fight
against the jihadists, that
too was greeted as an
omen by some IS support-
ers.Prophecy has played a
role in the movement's
ideology since its early
days as Al-Qaeda in Iraq
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under Abu Musab al-
Zarqawi.

Before Zarqawi was
killed in Iraq in a US air-
strike in 2006 -- and long
before his movement
evolved into IS -- he was
already referring to the
epic battle in Dabiq.

"The spark has been
ignited in Iraq, and its
flames will grow until
they burn the Crusader
armies in Dabiq," he once
said.

When IS earlier this
year seized large parts of
Iraq and proclaimed its
current leader Abu Bakr
al-Baghdadi as "caliph", it
again turned to prophecy

to rally supporters to its
cause.

One of Mohammed's
prophecies is of the rise of
a "caliphate on the path of
the Prophet" and shortly
before the proclamation IS
spokesman Abu Mohamed

al-Adnani pledged that
"God's  promise"  was
imminent.

Some IS supporters on
social media have rallied
behind Baghdadi as the
foretold caliph, but have
been more circumspect
regarding the advent of the
battle in Dabiq.

"God knows, maybe.
The hadith (prophetic say-
ing) says they will fight
you under 80 banners. At
the moment there's 60
banners 1 think," said a
British IS fighter in Syria
in a private message to
AFP on Twitter.

"It could happen now; it
could happen in the
future," said Anjem Chou-
dary, a radical British Isla-
mist preacher who has
expressed support for IS.
"I don't think any Muslim
strives to bring it about,"
he said of the battle in
Dabiq. Yet some IS sup-
porters are convinced the
destined battle is near.

"Dabiq will happen for
certain. The US and its
allies will descend on
Syria once they see that
the air campaign has
failed. That is a promise
by God and his Messen-
ger," wrote one on Twitter.
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It’s Time for International Recognition of Palestine

Dr. Mustafa Barghouthi

Sweden’s recent responsi-
ble decision to officially
recognize the State of Pal-
estine was quickly fol-
lowed by the British Par-
liament’s vote for similar
recognition. The Swedish
and British moves, clearly
grounded in a desire for
peace, are a last-ditch
effort to save the two-state
solution to the Israel-
Palestine conflict.  These
developments reflect the
shift in European public
opinion in favor of a free
Palestine. The Swedish
and British acts, which put
new moral pressure on
Israel to end the occupa-
tion, have created greater
space to address a range of
unfulfilled Palestinian

rights.
One of the strangest
arguments Israel makes

against recognition of Pal-
estine by other countries is
the claim that such deci-
sions are unilateral acts
that obstruct the possibility
of peace, and that a Pales-
tinian state can only be
established through negoti-
ations. This claim adds
insult to injury, as those
who champion it, whether
they are Israeli or Ameri-
can, know three very clear
facts.

The first fact is that
negotiations between the
Isracli and Palestinian
leaderships died a long
time ago. Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu
killed the possibility of
any fruitful results by not
fulfilling his commitments

and by carrying out an
unprecedented expansion,
in both intensity and size,
of Israel’s illegal colonies
spread throughout occupied
Palestinian territory. Nego-
tiations will never succeed
as long as the balance of
power is so skewed in
Israel’s favor.

Secondly, the side that is
acting unilaterally is clearly
Israel. It is the side that is
expanding settlements—at
a 124 percent increase in
2013, compared to the year
before. Israel is continuing
the process of annexation
and Judaization of the
occupied territories, and it
has conducted three very
destructive wars against the
Gaza Strip in only six
years, committing what all
supporters of human rights
agree to be war crimes and
crimes against humanity.

The Israeli government is
the one that liquidated the
Oslo Agreements, leaving
intact only the scraps from
which it benefits. It is the
one dividing and cutting the
land of the future Palestin-
ian state into ghettoes and
bantustans.

Third, unilateral Israeli
measures are destroying the
very last opportunity for the
establishment of an inde-
pendent Palestinian state
and the two-state solution.
It is now clear, from the
course of the previous
years, that the Israeli gov-
ernment simply aims to
gain time—to have enough
time, in other words, to lig-
uidate the possibility of an
independent State of Pales-
tine and continue the pro-

cess of annexation that it
has been steadily carrying
out since 1948.

For Israel to succeed it
needs Palestinians to sit
still, to abstain from any
form of resistance, be it

nonviolent, diplomatic or
political.

Twenty-one years of
Oslo have exposed the

never-ending  series  of
negotiations for the farce
they are, a delaying tactic
to prevent a mutually
agreed outcome.  Israel
has used negotiations as a
cover for settlement expan-
sion and to enhance and
deepen internal Palestinian
division. In short, the peace
process has become an
alternative to peace itself—
the same peace of which
Israel is so dreadfully
afraid. More than that,
negotiations have become
Israel’s go-to weapon each
time the Palestinians try to
take any initiative to level
the balance of power on the
ground or in the interna-
tional arena.

Israel’s actions make
clear its rejection of the
two-state solution. It is thus
absolutely unacceptable
that representatives of cer-
tain powerful countries that
claim to support a two-state
solution—the United States
first and foremost—uphold
such actions, especially
after Netanyahu has repeat-
edly insulted Secretary of
State John Kerry and Presi-
dent Barack Obama. This
contradiction raises a key
question: Has the policy of
the United States in regard
to the Israel-Palestine issue

become completely subju-
gated to the desires of
Israel?

What we need today, as
Palestinians, is to counter
Israel’s unilateral “facts on
the ground” with Palestin-
ian facts on the ground, and
to strengthen Palestinian
rights by focusing on inde-
pendence and self-
determination. Our facts on
the ground—the formation
of a unity government and
recognition of the State of
Palestine at the United
Nations, which created a
diplomatic fact that Pales-
tine is internationally rec-
ognized as a legitimate and
independent country and
endowed with all the rights
that title entails—are
attempts at consolidating
the possibilities for peace
and a just solution for both
Palestinians and Israelis.
Our facts on the ground are
actually enhancing the pos-
sibility of a better future for
both peoples.

It is important to make
the freedom and indepen-
dence of Palestinians a
local and international real-
ity. Palestinians can do this
by joining all UN institu-
tions and treaties, including
the International Criminal
Court, and by nonviolently
resisting all forms of ethnic
cleansing and settlement
expansion.

An important lesson in
confronting colonialism
holds as much today as it
did in past decades: Free-
dom will never be given, it
must be taken. But as Nel-
son Mandela once said:
“Freedom cannot be given

in doses; one is either free
or not free—not half free.”

The Palestinians did not
sacrifice and suffer so
greatly over the past cen-
tury so that we could live
as humiliated slaves in
ghettoes and bantustans
controlled by a system of
apartheid and racial dis-
crimination. We did not
sacrifice so that we could
live as subjects under a
debilitating and demean-
ing system that one is
forced to encounter around
the clock, at every check-
point, every entry, every
exit.

We want real freedom,
and we want full freedom.
That is why we will not be
deceived again by false
negotiations and false
solutions. That is why we
must take the initiative
into our own hands. That
is why we must endeavor
to get the highest possible
number of international
recognitions. That is why
we have to build our own
facts on the ground. That
is why we have to take
care of our children, their
health, and their education.

What we have learned
over the years is that we
have to practice and
understand the art of self-
reliance. Only then will we
achieve freedom and inde-
pendence.

a physi-
cian, is secretary general of the Pal-
estinian National Initiative. He is a
member of the Palestinian Parlia-

ment and was a presidential candi-
date in 2005.
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BEYOND THE ISLAMIC STATE: IRAQ'S SUNNI INSURGENCY

By: Sinan Adnan with
Aaron Reese The
Islamic State of Iraq and
al Sham (ISIS) is not the
only violent group
opposed to the govern-
ment of Iraq. Groups
ranging from Salafist-
jihadist to Sunni nation-
alist have also been
mobilized against Bagh-
dad since at least 2013.
They remain a threat to
the government even if
ISIS is removed, espe-
cially if the core con-
cerns of Iraqi Sunnis
remain unaddressed by
the Iraqi government.
The primary grievances
of most Iraqi Sunnis
include the integration
of Shi‘a militias into the
Iraqi Security Forces
(ISF), attacks by the ISF
in Sunni civilian areas,
and political exclusion
in Baghdad. This anti-
government mobiliza-
tion developed months
before the fall of Mosul
to ISIS in June 2014.
Most of the current anti-
government groups had
been active during the
Sunni insurgency fol-
lowing the fall of Sad-
dam Hussein. The mili-
tancy of these groups
and their prominence
declined as Sunni politi-
cal participation
increased in 2009 and
2010. After the U.S.
withdrawal in 2011,
Maliki’s political margi-
nalization of Sunni lead-
ers and sectarian com-
mand of the Iraqi Secur-
ity Forces spurred an
anti-government protest
movement, primarily in
Sunni areas such as
Anbar and Salah ad-
Din. The protest move-
ments spawned an orga-
nized, overt militant
opposition to the Iraqi
government after the
Iraqi Security Forces
killed civilians while
attempting to clear a
protest camp in Hawija
in April 2013. The
armed Sunni rebellion
fostered the conditions
in Falluyjah and Mosul
that ISIS exploited to
capture the cities in Jan-
uary and June 2014,
respectively.  Some of
these groups, particu-
larly the General Mili-

tary Council of Iraqi
Revolutionaries

(GMCIR), have cooper-
ated with ISIS in its
campaign to expel the
ISF from parts of Iraq.
Nevertheless, most of
them do not share ISIS’s
long-term objectives for
Iraq. Each group has
come into direct con-
frontation with ISIS in
2014. Some of these
groups may turn and
fight ISIS, but the Iraqi
government will not
find them an acceptable
partner because they
oppose the Shi’a gov-
ernment in Baghdad. In
fact, where ISIS is
degraded by military
action, these groups
may seek to fill the vac-
uum and continue to
challenge the ISF for
control of Iraq’s Sunni
heartland. These
groups vary in capabil-
ity. Not every group is
capable of mounting
effective attacks, and
not every group main-
tains widespread influ-
ence. Among the most
capable are the General
Military Council of Iraqi
Revolutionaries, which
is Ba‘athist aligned, and
Ansar al-Islam. Both
groups represent long-
term threats to the Iraqi
state. Even the smaller
groups, though, disrupt
ISF  operations and
make them vulnerable to
better-equipped groups
like the GMCIR, Ansar
al-Islam, and ISIS.
Should the Iraqi Secur-
ity Forces launch
ground assaults into
Sunni areas that are cur-
rently under ISIS’s con-
trol, they will likely
meet with armed resis-
tance by these groups,
which will likely priori-
tize the fight against the
Iraqi state over the fight
against ISIS.  The suc-
cess of a ground war
against ISIS in Iraq
depends upon the Sunni
population. This popula-
tion, mostly behind the
ISIS control line, is
more proximate to the
influence of ISIS and
Sunni insurgent groups
than to the Iraqi state or
the U.S.-led counter-
ISIS coalition. A strat-

egy to destroy ISIS
requires that these com-
peting influences be out-
matched to such a
degree that the Sunni
population once more
decides to side with the
Iraqi government to
fight ISIS on behalf of
the state. This will likely
be the most difficult
requirement  for the
counter-ISIS campaign.
Lack of national-level
Sunni leadership feeds
support for local insur-
gent  groups. Many
Sunni political leaders
on the national stage
lost credibility with the
population during the
protest movement, dur-
ing which a number
sought political accom-
modations  with  the
Maliki government.
Many of these national
figures no longer effec-
tively represent the
Sunni population, as the
2014 parliamentary
elections demonstrated.
Inclusion of  these
national figures will not
likely bring the wider
Sunni population behind
the  government in
Baghdad. Rather, a
political accommodation
in Baghdad that appeals
to Iraq’s Sunni popula-
tion is essential in order
to mend this critical vul-
nerability of the Iraqi
state permanently. With-
out this, the Sunni popu-
lation will more likely
oppose than welcome an
Iraqi-led military cam-
paign to retake Iraq’s
cities from ISIS. Pres-
ently, the Sunni popula-
tion living under ISIS
control is disconnected
from Sunni national pol-
itics, and this separation
must also be overcome
in order for Iraq to sur-
vive. A military cam-
paign to destroy ISIS
that does not treat this
condition will accelerate
Iraq’s descent into a sec-
tarian civil war. - See
more at: http://
www.understandingwar.
org/report/beyond-
islamic-state-iraqs-
sunni-
insurgency#sthash.cjNs
Xf{Th.dpuf
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Hope for Hong Kong

LONDON -CHRIS PATTEN - Hong Kong’s democracy
movement has gained admiration worldwide. The princi-
ples, decency, and behavior of its youthful vanguard
inspire confidence in the qualities of the generation that
one day will run the great city. That said, it is time to
move on to a sensible endgame.

The longer the standoff between Hong Kong’s Chief
Executive and the demonstrators continues, the more
likely it is that individual citizens — and Hong Kong
itself — will be hurt.

The Hong Kong government should demonstrate
some statesmanship, which the so-called “Umbrella
Movement” — occupying the moral high ground and not
wishing to risk losing public support — would surely
reciprocate. A substantive and successful dialogue with
the government would not require the protesters to call
off their campaign for democracy; it would simply end
the current phase of a campaign that eventually will suc-
ceed.

Despite their protestations to the contrary, Hong Kong
Chief Executive C. Y. Leung and his government have
considerable room for maneuver.

As many Hong Kong citizens have argued, the Chi-
nese government’s current position is based on a report,
submitted by Leung’s officials, which purported to
reflect accurately the outcome of local consultations on
constitutional development.
But the report plainly understated the degree of public
support for change. Given what has happened in the last
few weeks, Leung could quite properly give a new
report to the authorities in Beijing focusing on two
issues not proscribed by Hong Kong’s mini-constitution,
the Basic Law.

The first issue concerns not just the immediate ques-
tion of the terms on which the Chief Executive will be
elected in 2017, but also how the Legislative Council
should be elected in 2016 and after. The procedure is
largely a matter for the Hong Kong government to
decide.

It is surprising that 17 years after the handover of sov-
ereignty from the United Kingdom to China, Hong Kong
still does not have a directly elected legislature. In
December 1992, Margaret Thatcher suggested in a
speech in the House of Lords that, if all went well, Hong
Kong could have universal suffrage by 2007.

Unfortunately, all has not gone well. The legislature
today comprises a mix of directly elected members and
those representing functional constituencies: corporate
interests and groups of employees.

Some civic groups have advocated increasing the
number of directly elected legislators and opening up the
functional constituencies to broader electorates. Moreo-
ver, the brake that the functional constituencies can put
on legislation should be scrapped, leaving decisions to a
simple majority.

This could be accompanied by a pledge to create a
legislature composed entirely of directly elected mem-
bers in 2020.

The second issue concerns the composition and the
voting rules of the handpicked 1,200-member election
committee that will choose the Chief Executive in the
future. The current proposed arrangements would permit
the Chinese government to veto any candidate that it did
not like, prompting criticism that what is on offer is an
Iranian-style election: “You can vote for anyone we
choose.”.. Continued on page 51
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Nearly one in four adolescent girls experience physical violence

NEW YORK, 10 Octo-
ber 2014 — Ahead of the
International Day of the
Girl Child, UNICEF is
issuing a new compila-
tion of data revealing the
magnitude of violence
against adolescent girls
and the alarming atti-
tudes that perpetuate
such abuse.

The compilation
incorporates a selection
of global data released
throughout the year,
detailing the very real
impact violence has on
adolescent girls, their
futures, and that of their
communities and coun-
tries. Key  statistics
include:

Almost one quarter of
girls aged 15 to 19
worldwide
(approximately 70 mil-
lion) report being vic-
tims of some form of
physical violence since
age 15.
Around 120 million girls
under the age of 20
worldwide (about 1 in
10) have experienced
forced intercourse or
other forced sexual acts,
and one in 3 ever-
married adolescent girls

aged 15 to 19 (84 mil-
lion) have been victims
of emotional, physical or
sexual violence commit-
ted by their husbands or

partners. Data suggest
that in some countries,
as many as seven in 10
girls aged 15 to 19 who
had been victims of
physical and/or sexual
abuse had never sought
help: many said they did
not think it was abuse or
did not see it as a prob-
lem.

Worldwide, more than
700 million women alive
today were married

before their 18th birth-
day. More than one in
three (about 250 million)
entered into union before
age 15.

The data reveal dam-
aging perceptions on the
acceptability of violence,
particularly among girls.
Globally nearly half of
girls aged 15 to 19
believe a man is justified
in beating his wife or
partner under certain cir-
cumstances such as
refusing to have sex,
leaving the house with-
out permission, arguing,
neglecting the children

or burning the dinner.
“These numbers speak
to a mindset that toler-
ates, perpetuates, and
even justifies violence —
and should sound an
alarm to everyone, eve-
rywhere,” said UNICEF
Deputy Executive Direc-
tor Geeta Rao Gupta.
UNICEF points to
specific actions to pre-
vent violence against
girls. They include:
keeping girls in school,
providing them with crit-
ical life skills; support-
ing parents, including
with cash transfers to

mitigate risks to girls;
changing attitudes and
norms through commu-
nity conversations; and
strengthening  judicial,
criminal and social sys-
tems and services.

“The problem is glo-
bal but the solutions
must be found at the
national, community and
family level. We have a
responsibility to protect,
educate, and empower
adolescents. We are all
accountable for ending
violence against girls,”
said Rao Gupta.
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Yemen Huthi rebels seize
major Red Sea port city

By Hammound Mounassar — SANAA - Yemeni rebels have
seized a major port city to add to their fast-expanding terri-
tory, just hours after a new premier was named in a bid to
resolve the political crisis. The Huthi Shiite rebels met little
resistance as they overran  Hudeida late Monday 10-13-
2014 , taking control of Yemen's second most important
seaport, a security official said. "Huthi militants are
deployed across vital installations, including the airport and
the port," the official said.

Military and rebel sources confirmed that Huthi militants
were seen deployed across main roads in the city, which is
home to more than two million people.

Witnesses and local sources said the militants had set up
checkpoints at the city's main entrances, while a security
guard was reported dead when the rebels seized a court
building.

A local official said that the Huthis had captured an arms
depot near Hudeida before they launched their offensive.

The takeover came just weeks after the rebels swept into
the capital Sanaa, 226 kilometres (140 miles) to the east.

The impoverished country has been wracked by political
turmoil and sporadic violence since an uprising toppled
strongman Ali Abdullah Saleh in 2012.

Rebels and militants have been battling to exploit a
power vacuum in Yemen, which is located next to oil-rich
Saudi Arabia and key shipping routes in the Gulf of Aden.

The rebels, who are traditionally based in the north, have
been battling troops in recent months as part of their bid to
spread their control across the country.

Huthi militiamen stormed into Sanaa on September 21,
easily seizing key government installations, and they now
man checkpoints and run patrols across the capital in
almost total absence of the security forces.

Military sources had previously warned that the rebels
were looking to take control of Hudeida and to extend their
presence to the narrow Bab al-Mandab strait, which leads
to the Suez canal. Bab al-Mandeb, a chokepoint whose
Arabian shores are only 40 kilometres (25 miles) across the
water from Africa, carried an estimated 3.4 million barrels
of oil a day in 2011, according to the US Energy Informa-
tion Administration.

In the east of the country, the Huthis are apparently eye-
ing Yemen's oil and gas reserves in Marib.

The rebels, who are also known as Ansarullah and have
fought the central government for more than a decade, had
recently deployed thousands of armed men in Hudeida in
preparation for its takeover. The Huthis, who have long
complained of marginalisation by Sanaa, are concentrated
in the mostly Shiite northern highlands in otherwise Sunni-
majority Yemen. Hadi on Monday named an envoy to the
UN, Khalid Bahah, as the new premier, after the rebels
rejected an earlier choice. Bahah's nomination appeared to
have the support of the rebels, and the appointment of a
neutral prime minister was seen as a key step in persuading
them to withdraw from Sanaa.

The rebels appear influenced by Lebanon's powerful
Shiite militia Hezbollah, which is supported by Tehran, and
their advance has raised fears of further instability in an
already volatile region. The Sunni-dominated Gulf Cooper-
ation Council warned on October 1 that it "will not stand
idly by in the face of factional foreign intervention," in ref-
erence to Iran's alleged backing for the Huthis.

Yemen is a key US ally in the fight against Al-Qaeda,
which has claimed a string of attacks in the country, includ-
ing a suicide bombing targeting Huthi supporters in the
capital last week that left 47 people dead.

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP), seen by the
United States as the network's deadliest branch, also said it
was behind an attack that killed 20 soldiers in southeastern
Hadramawt province on the same day.
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US health chiefs urge
restraint over Ebola
isolations

Director of the US Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) Dr. Thomas Frieden on
Monday10-27-2014 said active monitoring was
necessary where returning medical personnel
might be at risk of contracting Ebola.

However, Frieden stopped short of recommend-
ing a strict quarantine for all health workers, and
others who have worked in Ebola-hit countries in
West Africa - where the disease has killed almost
5,000 people.

The high-risk category includes anyone who
might have been exposed to infected body fluids
without wearing special protective Hazmat suits or
those who may have touched corpses of Ebola vic-
tims.

The CDC recommendations are for the state or
local health departments to monitor the tempera-
tures of those deemed to be at risk on a daily basis.
The individuals would answer a checklist of poten-
tial symptoms and plans for the day's activities
might be reviewed to ensure there was no risk of a
spread of the infection.

"That, we think, is good sound public health
policy," Frieden told reporters, while indicating
that certain state authorities might have already
overreacted to the threat.

'Stigma and false impressions'

"We are concerned about some policies that we
have seen in various places that might have the
effect of increasing stigma or creating false
impressions. You don't catch Ebola from someone
who is not sick."

A nurse who worked with Ebola patients in
West Africa, and was quarantined at a new Jersey
hospital after arriving at Newark airport, returned
to her home state of Maine on Last Monday.

Kaci Hickox - who tested negative for Ebola -
was the first person to be quarantined as part of a
state-wide ban announced on Friday by New Jer-
sey Gov.

Chris Christie. Similar measures were intro-
duced in New York, with various states following
suit.

Hickox, who has agreed to be quarantined at her
home - in accordance with that state's own require-
ments - described her placement in an isolation
tent upon arrival in New Jersey as "inhumane" and
"completely unacceptable."
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Airliner of the future?
UK firm shows
windowless plane
concept

A UK tech firm has displayed its concept for what
the next generation of passenger jets could look like
— with the small, porthole-style windows ditched in
favor of full-length interactive screens.

According to the conceptual designs, passengers
are surrounded with large, lightweight displays
which form around the cabin’s interior, displaying
images of the outside world from exterior-mounted
cameras, London-based daily the Guardian reported
on Sunday. Passengers would also be able to use the
screens to check their email or browse the internet.

The concept was created by the Centre for Pro-
cess Innovation, an organization which works with
companies to develop new products.

In addition to the concept’s re-imagination of pas-
senger flight, the use of screens rather than heavy
windows allows carriers to save money on costly
aviation fuel - every 1 percent reduction in an air-
liner’s weight leads to a saving in fuel of 0.75 per-
cent, according to the CPI.

Real saving

With today’s passenger jets all fitted with windows,
the fuselage of the plane needs to be strengthened — a
process that would no longer be required, the CPI’s
Jon Helliwell told the Guardian.

“Let’s take all the windows out — that’s what they
do in cargo aircraft — what are the passengers going
to do? ... it’s only really the people that are sitting
next to windows that will suffer.”

The proposed screens — which would changing in
accordance with the direction of passengers’ eyes,
would be made from organic light-emitting diodes
(OLEDs.) But with current technology, the displays
are known to be both expensive and sensitive to
moisture. As a result, OLED screens are usually
enclosed behind inflexible glass, the Guardian
reported.

However, with newer technology allowed flexible
screens, OLEDs will soon be suitable displays to fit
the rounded contours of an aircraft fuselage, Helli-
well said.

CPI expects the concept to become a reality
within 10 years, according to its website.
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A series of acid attacks
on women in the his-
toric Iranian city of Isfa-
han has raised fears and
prompted rumors that
the victims were tar-
geted for not being
properly veiled.

Police have declined
to comment on a motive
but suspects have been
arrested and an investi-
gation is ongoing, Gen-
eral Hossein Ashtari was
quoted as saying by the
official IRNA news
agency.

He said four acid
attacks had been
reported in Isfahan, 450
kilometers south of Teh-
ran, but he gave no
other details.
The violence led to
chatter on social net-
works that there had
been up to 13 acid
attacks against women
drivers who were “badly
veiled” with accompa-
nying warnings against

‘Bad hijab’ linked to

leaving car windows
open.

Such incidents have
risen in recent years in
Pakistan,  Afghanistan
and India, with the
abusers claiming they
punished women for
“sullying” their family
“honor” by committing
“indecent” behavior.

Under Islamic law in

acid attacks on Iranian women

force in Iran since the
1979 revolution, women
must wear loose cloth-
ing, known as hijab, that

covers the head and
neck.

Recent years, how-
ever, have seen many
wear a thin veil that
hardly covers the hair
and tight clothing or

coats reaching mid-

thigh - an ensemble
often denounced by con-
servatives as “bad hijab”
- instead of a traditional
chador that covers the

whole body.
A senior cleric of
Isfahan, considered

Iran's top tourist attrac-
tion for its carpets,
ancient mosques and
giant square - second

only in size to Tianan-
men Square in Beijing -
condemned the attacks

“Such an act under
any pretext is reprehen-
sible,” Hojatoleslam
Mohammad Taghi Rah-
bar, a Friday prayers
leader, told the ISNA
news agency.

“Even if a woman
goes out into the street
in the worst way, no one
has the right to do such a
thing,” he said

A fearful resident of
the city was quoted by
ISNA as saying: “I roll
the windows closed and
I panic every time I hear
the sound of a motorcy-
cle approaching.”

Iranian MPs havg
written to President Has-
san Rowhani in recent
months to demand that
police Dbetter enforceg
wearing of the veil.
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The rest of page 44
Hope for
Hong Kong

The Hong Kong govern-
ment could call for changes
to increase the openness and
fairness by which the Chief
Executive is chosen, without
abandoning its current
method in favor of universal
suffrage. According to the
Basic Law, the election
committee should be
“broadly representative” — a
provision that the commit-
tee’s current composition
violates. Its membership is
chosen by only 7% of the
total Hong Kong electorate,
and its voting procedures
seek to prevent the nomina-
tion of any candidates who
may harbor democratic
sympathies.

Since 1997, 55-61% of
voters have voted for demo-
cratic candidates in Legisla-
tive Council elections. The
last time a slightly smaller
election committee met (to
choose Leung), less restric-
tive constraints on candidate
selection were in place, and
the leader of the Democratic
Party was able to be nomi-
nated (though he still
received less than 7% of the
vote).

So Leung and his team
should put forward propo-
sals to broaden the electoral
base of the election commit-
tee and open up the nomi-
nating process for candi-
dates. There are plenty of
recommendations from
civil-society groups about
how to accomplish these
objectives. Both sides will
need to give a little to pre-
vent the confrontation in the
streets from escalating, with
the police forced to provide
a substitute for a sensible
policy.

The British government
has said that it is important
that “the people of Hong
Kong have a genuine
choice.” Leung and his col-
leagues can give them one.
This would not be all that
the Umbrella Movement has
demanded, but it should
encourage the protesters to
reach a compromise without
departing from their longer-
term goal.

That is why Leung should
embrace dialogue and com-
promise. Even a ruler whose
mandate comes from heaven
should heed the words of
the Confucian sage Men-
cius: “Heaven sees with the
eyes of its people. Heaven
hears with the ears of its
people.”
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Abdullah Saleh: ...From Pg 14

But Saleh, who ruled over Yemen for 33 years and presided
over the unification of North Yemen and South Yemen in 1990,
still has his share of supporters. The General People’s
Congress is divided, with some members showing support to
President Hadi, while others remain staunchly loyal to Saleh.
His family accuses the Islamist Islah Party, the largest
opposition group, of planning a coup against them, as well as
of the June 2011 assassination attempt on Saleh’s compound
that left him and a number of aides seriously injured.

The United Nations Security Council issued a stern warning
last week to Saleh and other “spoilers” of possible sanctions if
he attempts to derail a national dialogue conference, geared
toward drafting a new constitution. Opposition leaders have
refused to take part in the talks on March 18 unless Saleh's
relatives and loyalists who hold key military and security posts
are removed. President Hadi has dissolved the country's
powerful U.S.-trained Republican Guard, which was led by
Saleh's eldest son, Ahmed. He also removed Yahya
Mohammed Saleh, the president’s nephew, who led the
counterterrorism unit and central security forces. But many
analysts say the move was more of a reshuffle than a
restructuring, and it will take years to fully purge the military
of Saleh’s footprint—a reality that could jeopardize any cross-
party reconciliation.

Stakes are high for these talks—not just for Yemen but also
for countries in the region and beyond. The economy, already
in shambles before the uprising, has deteriorated to the brink
of collapse, and a humanitarian crisis the likes of that in the
Horn of Africa is now an unavoidable reality. A faltering
economy and a breakdown of law and order leave many
around the world fearful that growing extremist elements, like
Al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula, will seize this opportunity
to grow in size and strength.

“Some places in my country became too dangerous to visit,”
said Ali Hamed, a university student from Aden. “But the
people in the government are too busy fighting with each other
that they don’t notice what’s going on around them.”

Vivian Salama has spent much of the past decade reporting in the
Middle East and South Asia for Bloomberg News, BusinessWeek,
Time, Newsweek, The Washington Post, and USA Today, as well as a
number of academic journals. She also has appeared as a political
commentator on the BBC, France24, Bloomberg TV, TV New
Zealand, CBS News, and many more. She covered the revolutions in
Egypt, Libya, Bahrain, and Yemen. www.thedailybeast.com
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CNN - Governor Edmund
Brown on Last Tuesday
10-9-2014 signed into law a
bill that bans plastic shop-
ping bags, making Califor-
nia the first U.S. state to
officially prohibit stores
from handing them out for
free.

"This bill is a step in the
right direction -- it reduces
the torrent of plastic pollut-
ing our beaches, parks and
even the vast ocean itself,"
Brown said in a statement.
"We're the first to ban these
bags, and we won't be the
last." The ban is a victory
for environmentalists who
say the 13 million plastic
bags that are handed out
each year in the state end
up in waterways and land-
fills where they don't break
down for decades.

Critics argue that the ban
is misguided and will cost
American jobs. The new
law goes into effect for
large grocery chains and
pharmacies beginning July
1, 2015. 1t will extend to
convenience stores and lig-
uor stores July 1, 2016.

Under the law, stores will
be required to offer custom-
ers recycled paper bags or
bags made of compostable
material at a cost of at least
10 cents. Consumers buy-
ing groceries using Califor-
nia's food-assistance pro-
gram won't have to pay for

California bans plastic grocery bags

bags.

The law also provides $2
million in state-backed
loans to help businesses
transition to reuseable bags.
California is the first to ban
plastic bags at the state
level. But Hawaii has local
ordinances on its four main
islands that prohibit plastic

bags.

Several cities and munic-
ipalities already have simi-
lar laws on the books. San
Francisco became the first
major U.S. city to ban plas-
tic bags in 2007. Los
Angeles announced a ban
earlier this year. Seattle,
Chicago, Portland, Ore. and
Austin, Tx, are other cities
where plastic bags are not
welcome.

Some major retailers
have also embraced the
movement to reduce plastic
bag use. Swedish furniture
retailer Ikea, for example,
offers only re-usable bags
that customers must pay for.
Whole Foods (WFM), the
organic grocery chain, gives
customers the option to
recycle their plastic bags.
The ban in California was
welcomed by grocery store
owners in the state, who

spend millions of dollars a
year on plastic bags.

"History was made today,
and our environment and
economy will be better for
it," said Ronald Fong, presi-
dent of the California Gro-
cers Association.

This plastic is made from
thin air

State authorities also
praised the move, which
should reduce the amount
of money sanitation depart-
ments spend to clean up lit-

ter. "A state plastic bag ban
saves taxpayers the huge
amount of money spent on
litter cleanup, and protects
the environment," said Les-
lie Tamminen, director of
the Clean Seas Coalition, a
group of lawmakers and
environmentalists.

As the nation's most pop-
ulous state, California's ban
is seen as a bellwether for
plastic bag legislation in
other states.

Massachusetts, Pennsyl-
vania, New York and New

Jersey are all considering
imposing a tax on plastic
bags that customers would
have to pay, according to
the National Conference of

State Legislatures. Rhode
Island has introduced legis-
lation that would require
stores to recycle plastic
bags. The state legislature
in California has tried sev-
eral times to ban plastic
bags over the years. Propo-
nents say plastic bags are
only useful for a few min-
utes, but can pose a threat
to wildlife for decades.

They also argue that bags
made from petroleum prod-
ucts contribute to global
warming. "A throw-away
society is not sustainable,"
said sate California Senator
Alex Padilla, one of the
authors of the bill. "Moving
from single-use plastic bags
to reusable bags is common
sense."

But the campaign has
been strongly opposed by
plastic bag manufacturers.

The American Progres-
sive Bag Alliance, a group
that represents companies
that make plastic bags,
warns that banning plastic
bags threatens up to 30,000
jobs across the country.

The alliance blasted the
ban, calling the law a
"backroom deal" between
the grocers union and state
legislators to "scam" consu-
mers "under the guise of
environmentalism."

The group hopes to repeal
the law and said it is gather-
ing signatures to put the ban
to a referendum in Novem-
ber."If this law  were
allowed to go into effect it
would jeopardize thousands
of California manufacturing
jobs, hurt the environment,
and fleece consumers for
billions," the statement says.
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On display at Louvre Abu Dhabi in 2015: Hundreds of masterpieces

ABU DHABI - THE
ARAB AMAERICAN
TODAY - Masterpieces by
Leonardo da Vinci and Vin-
cent van Gogh will be
among 300 works dis-
played at the Louvre Abu
Dhabi, the Emirate said
Sunday 10-12-2014 , as it
aims to become a leader in
fine art.

The museum, built at a
cost of 500 million euros
($630 million) and set to
open in December 2015,
will feature paintings and
sculptures from 13 of
France's most renowned
collections spanning from
pre-Bronze Age to Pop Art,
it said in a statement.

"This will be the first
time many of these works
will travel to Abu Dhabi or
even the Middle East, and
are a rare opportunity to see
important art from French
museums," said Sultan bin
Tahnoon al-Nahyan, chair-
man of the organisation
behind the project.

The loaned works
include da Vinci's Portrait
of an Unknown Woman,
Claude  Monet's  Saint
Lazare Station and Andy

Warhol's Big Electric Chair,
as well as ancient statues,

vases and masks from
across Asia and Africa.

Many of France's grand
museums, including the
Louvre, Musee d'Orsay and
the Palace of Versailles will
loan art to Abu Dhabi as
part of a 30-year collabora-
tion with the Emirate worth
one billion euros ($1.3 bil-
lion).

French Culture Minister
Fleur Pellerin said the loan-

ing of the works was "an
acknowledgement of both
the extraordinary richness
of our national collections
and the expertise of our
museums'".

The 64,000-square-metre
(700,000-square-foot)
Louvre Abu Dhabi, built on
the island of Saadiyet in the
oil-flush Emirate, will have
6,000 square metres dedi-
cated to permanent installa-
tions and 2,000 set aside for
temporary exhibitions.

Hovering above the
complex will be a
giant, 180-metre
(yard) dome perfo-
rated with designs that
will project light pat-
terns in the shape of
palm trees on the
exhibition space
below.

In 2007, Abu Dhabi
paid $520 million just
to use the name of
Paris' world famous
art museum.

A model replica of
the Louvre Abu Dhabi
was displayed at its
parent gallery last
year with a selection
of what will eventu-
ally become the Emirate's
permanent collection in an
exhibition titled "The Birth
of'a Museum".

Also being loaned from
France are Titian's The
Woman with a Mirror,
Jacques-Louis David's
Napoleon Crossing the Alps
and Edouard Manet's The
Fife Player.

Among artworks from
antiquity heading to Abu
Dhabi are a 4,000-year-old
statue of Mesopotamian

ruler Gudea, a figurine of
King Ramses II from
Egypt's 19th dynasty, and a
16th century ornate Niger-
ian salt seller.

Each piece will be dis-
played in Abu Dhabi for up
to two years, before the
number of loaned French
works decreases over the
course of a decade as the
museum builds its own col-
lection.

A French source said that
normally-conservative Abu
Dhabi had not censored any
nudity or religious symbol-
ism that appear in the
donated works.

"No work has been
refused," for a collection
that includes a Jewish Tora
from Yemen, an ancient
Hindu statue, a Buddha and
works evoking African Ani-
mism, the source said.

According to its creators,
the Louvre Abu Dhabi,
which was designed by
French architect Jean Nou-
vel, is the largest global cul-
tural project since New
York's Metropolitan
Museum opened in 1870.
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‘Islamic State boasts of revival of sexual slavery: Yazidis as spoils of war!

By Jean Marc Mojon —
BAGHDAD
The Islamic State jihadist
group says that it has given
Yazidi women and children
captured in northern Iraq to
its fighters as spoils of war,
boasting it had revived slav-
ery. The latest issue of its
propaganda magazine Dabiq
released on Sunday was the
first clear admission by the
organisation that it was
holding and selling Yazidis
as slaves.
Tens of thousands of
Yazidis, a minority whose
population is mostly con-
fined to northern Iraq, have
been displaced by the four-
month-old jihadist offensive
in the region. Yazidi leaders
and rights groups warned in
August that the small com-
munity faced genocide and
that threat was put forward
by Washington as one of the
main reasons for launching
air strikes. Thousands of
Yazidis remained trapped on
a mountain near their main
hub of Sinjar for days in

August, while others were
massacred and the fate of
hundreds of missing women
and  children remained
unclear.

In an article entitled "The
revival of slavery before the
hour", Dabiq argues that by
enslaving people it claims
hold deviant religious
beliefs, IS has restored an
aspect of Islamic sharia law
to its original meaning.

"After capture, the Yazidi
women and children were
then divided according to
the sharia amongst the fight-
ers of the Islamic State who
participated in the Sinjar
operations," the article said.

"This large-scale enslave-
ment of mushrik (polytheist)
families is probably the first
since the abandonment of
this sharia law," it said.

"The only other known

case -- albeit much smaller -
- is that of the enslavement
of Christian women and
children in the Philippines
and Nigeria by the mujahe-
deen there." Dabiq argued

that while the "people of the
book" -- or followers of
monotheistic religions such
as Christians or Jews -- can
be given the option of pay-
ing the "jizya" tax or con-
vert, this did not apply to

Yazidis.

The Yazidi faith is a
unique blend of beliefs that
draws from several religions
and includes the worship of
a devil figure they refer to as
the Peacock Angel.

In a report also released

on Sunday, Human Rights
Watch said abducted Yazidi
women were subjected to
sexual assault and were
being bought and sold by IS
fighters.
"The systematic abduction
and abuse of Yazidi civilians
may amount to crimes
against humanity," the New
York-based watchdog said in
a statement.

According to interviews
HRW conducted with doz-
ens of displaced Yazidis in
the autonomous region of
Kurdistan last month and in
early October, the jihadist
group is holding at least 366
people. Accounts by some of
the Yazidi women who man-
aged to escape and two who
are still being held suggest
the true number could be at

least three times as high.

One 15-year-old girl who
escaped on September 7 told
HRW that the Palestinian
fighter who bought her "told
her with pride" that he had
paid $1,000 for her.

She said the fighter took
her to his flat in the city of
Raga, the group's main hub
in Syria, and sexually
assaulted her. Human Rights
Watch said that the extent of
the sexual abuse inflicted to
enslaved Yazidi girls
remained unclear but
stressed that the stigma sur-
rounding rape in Yazidi cul-
ture could explain the low
number of first-hand
accounts.

"When you ask them, they
were never or rarely sexually
assaulted. Simply put, they
are scared of being killed by
their own tribe," Hanaa
Edwar, a veteran Iraqi rights
activist, said. "So much harm
has been done. There needs
to be a huge psychiatric cam-
paign to deal with these vic-
tims," she said.

56 OCTOBER 2014 -VOLUME :2 - ISSUE :22 :uall

— Ll Gl — p Yo E g

THE ARAB AMERICAN TODAY mgall wcualfl wngell

WWW.ARABAMERICANTODAY.NET



oV dl elladl g gui yid 1 oo ol ‘,.o wlddeld TaR Juuo

ug-ll‘,.s@.uun-o.)glﬁ.‘.ﬁ“ [T TR
Aida Hadzialic fled from war as a child; she is now
the youngest minister of Sweden at just the age of 27

Aida Hadzialic was five
years old when her fam-
ily fled from war in Bos-
nia-Herzegovina. The
Swedish politician for
the Social Democrats is
now the Minister for
Upper Secondary School
and Adult Education Ini-
tiative in Sweden.

A law graduate from
the University of Lund,
Hadzialic became the
deputy mayor of the
Swedish city Halmstad
at the age of 23. The 27-
year-old is now the
youngest person ever to
serve as a minister in
Sweden.

The minister says she
became a social demo-
crat because of the
Swedish welfare model
that gave her family new
opportunities to  start
afresh after they fled
from war.

Aida Hadzialic Profile

Aida Had?iali?, (born
21 January 1987) is a
Swedish politician of the
Social Democrats. She
has served as Minister
for Upper Secondary
School, Adult Education
and Training since 3
October 2014.

Born in Fo?a, Bosnia
and Herzegovina, she
came to Sweden at the
age of 5. She is educated
as a jurist.
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By Suzana Nabil Saad

Racism remains one of
the global problematic
issues that need to be
constantly addressed and
tackled.

It exists in every cor-
ner of the world, among
people of different colors
and creeds.

It is a very alarming
and troublesome phe-
nomenon as it not only
harms individuals psy-
chologically but moreo-
ver physically from any-
thing to individual harm
or on a collective scale as
in apartheids.

Islam takes a clear
stance against racism.
Allah Almighty empha-
sizes in the Holy Quran,
that the only aspect that
would elevate the status
of one of us over the
other is; righteousness.
Interpretation:

{O Mankind, We
created you from a single
(pair) of a male and a
female and made you into
nations and tribes, that
you may know each
other. Verily the most
honored of you in the
sight of Allah is he who
is the most righteous of
you.} (49:13)

Prophet Muhammad on
Racism

Islam takes pride in
firmly and overtly fight-
ing racism to the extent
that Prophet Muhammad
(peace be wupon him)
addressed the issue in his
last sermon:

“All mankind is from
Adam and Eve, an Arab
has no superiority over a
non-Arab nor a non-Arab
has any superiority over
an Arab; also a white has
no superiority over a
black nor does a black
have any superiority over
a white - except by piety
and good action.

Learn that every Mus-
lim is a brother to every
Muslim and that the Mus-
lims constitute one broth-
erhood. Nothing shall be
legitimate to a Muslim
which belongs to a fellow
Muslim unless it was
given freely and will-
ingly. Do not therefore do
injustice to yourselves.

Remember one day
you will meet Allah and
answer for your deeds.
So, beware: do not stray
from the path of right-
eousness after I am
gone.”

Again, piety and good

Your
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action are what distin-
guish a person over the
other. There is no room
for a preferred race, gen-
der, social class, etc.

Racism in the American
Muslim Community

Unfortunately, racism is
not only a problem
amongst non-Muslim
Americans but the Ameri-
can Muslim Community
has its share of it too.
This goes back to cultural
heritages and pre-Islamic
traits that have nothing to
do with Islam, however
some Muslims have been
unable to cleanse their
hearts from this ignor-
ance.

Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him)
sheds light upon this in
the following hadith:

Abu Dharr, during a dis-
pute, insulted Bilal by
calling him “son of a
black woman.” This was
meant to put Bilal down,
as his Abyssinian mother
was a slave, though Abu
Dharr was, himself, a
black Arab, as described
by At-Tabari, ibn Hajar
and others.

Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him)
then told Abu Dharr:

“You’re a man with some
of the characteristics of
the Era of Ignorance/Pre-
Islam  (Al-Jahiliyyah).”

Abu Dharr then went
to Bilal, placed his face
on the ground and offered
for Bilal to step on his
face to atone for his ver-
bal offense. (Al-Bukhari,
30 and Muslim, 1661)

A Wake up Call

Imam Dawud Walid, the
Executive Director of the
Michigan chapter of the
Council on American-
Islamic Relations (CAIR-
MI), and a preacher of
Islamic faith delivering
sermons at Islamic cen-
ters across America and a
political blogger for the
Detroit News, shares a
wake up call on racism in
the American Muslim
community.

“[I]t is racism that has
divided the American
Muslim community. It is
problematic because
racism is rooted in posi-
tional power, which pre-
vents certain groups from
having a voice or equal
deference and authority
within a community. I
have  witnessed new
reverts to Islam who have
been run out of the Mus-
lim community due to
racism.

We need a holistic
approach for dealing with

this issue, which includes

individual introspection,
regular community and
organizational discus-
sions, as well as more
purposeful and meaning
social gatherings that are
multi-ethnic aside from
big annual conferences.
I am committed to
being a part of such con-
versations and  social
events. I challenge all of
my brothers and sisters to
renew their commitment
to ethnic equality within
our community and to
check those within our
own cultural groups that
are actively and passively
perpetuating racism.

This will require moral
courage in the face of
uncomfortable moments,
but Islam calls us towards
freedom, justice and
equality that we may be
the model community
that Allah Almighty calls
on us to be.”
(Confronting Racism
among American Mus-
lims)

A Living Example:
American Muslims
against Racism

However, there is still
light at the end of the tun-
nel. This is evident in
successful examples of
American Muslims from
diverse backgrounds who
strongly believed that

(American Muslims Against Racism)

there is no place for
racism in Islam; to the
extent that they accepted
cross-cultural marriages.

A living example is an
Arab American = sister
who accepted a proposal
from her Muslim Chinese
colleague. Here is how
she puts it in her own
words:

“As an Arab American
Muslim raised in a tight
knit Arab Muslim com-
munity, my marriage to a
Muslim of Chinese back-
ground came as a bit of a
shock to many in our
community. I remember
my parents receiving
comments such as, "how
can you allow your
daughter to marry like
this? The rest of our girls
are going to want to
marry outside of us now."

Growing up I realized
that there was a double
standard, many of the
non-Arab individuals
accepted into the commu-
nity were female, Cauca-
sian, and had married
Arab men, but rarely did
I see an Arab woman
marry outside of her cul-
ture. This attitude is dia-
metrically opposed to
what our beloved Prophet
Muhammad (peace be
upon him) taught his
companions, to marry
outside their families and

tribes. As Allah Almighty
explains in the Quran:

{O Mankind, We
created you from a single
(pair) of a male and a
female and made you into
nations and tribes, that
you may know each
other. Verily the most
honored of you in the
sight of Allah is he who is

the most righteous of
you.} (Al-Hujuraat
49:13)

Having been married
now for over seven years,
there is a greater cultural
challenge that you
encounter being married
to someone from a differ-
ent background, but the
benefits of  learning
another culture, language,
and ability to see the
world from a different
perspective far outweighs
the challenges.

I am excited that our
children will grow up
biracial, and Insha’Allah,
with a greater understand-
ing and sensitivity to
racial issues in Muslim
and American communi-
ties.

1 also believe in a
world that is growing
smaller by the day, Mus-
lim children who grow up
able to navigate multiple
cultures and worlds will
be better equipped to pro-
mote Islam in a healthy
and positive way.”
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U.S. actor Ben
Affleck slams TV
host for ‘racist’
interpretation
of Islam

American star Ben Affleck slammed TV host Bill
Mabher for comments made on Islam during an inter-
view aired Friday 10-3-2014 on U.S. network HBO.

During a debate on Real Time With Bill Mabher,
Mabher claimed that Islam as a religion was intolerant.

Mabher later claimed in the debate that Islam was
“the only religion that acts like the mafia — that will
frxx*rEg kill you if you say the wrong thing, draw the
wrong picture, or write the wrong book.”

In response, Affleck then asked the panelists: “What
is your answer? Is it just to condemn Islam?

We've killed more Muslims than they have killed us
by an awful lot.”  “Yet somehow we are exempt
from these things. Because they are not really a reflec-
tion of what we believe in.”

He then said sarcastically: “It was by accident, that's
how we invaded Iraq.

I am explicitly telling you that I disagree with what
you think.”

The Oscar-winning director also voiced disapproval
when author and fellow talk show panel guest Sam
Harris said the Muslim faith was the “motherload of
bad ideas.”

“We can criticize Christians...but when you want to
talk about the treatment of women, homosexuals and
free thinkers in the Muslim world, liberals have failed
us...we have been sold this meme of Islamaphobia -
where every criticism of the doctrine of Islam is con-
flated with bigotry towards Muslims as people.

Which is intellectually ridiculous.”

Affleck responded: “'It’s just an ugly thing to say.
It’s gross, it's racist. It's like saying: ‘Oh you shifty
Jew."
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Excessive Lending Standards Hurting New Home Sales

By Miho Favela

According to a survey released this week by the
National Association of Home Builders (NAHB), tight
mortgage lending standards continue to affect sales for
single-family builders across the nation.

Well over half of the single-family builders surveyed
indicated that lending standards were "tight" or "very
tight," while only 11 percent indicated that standards
were "somewhat easy" and no builders described them
as "very easy."

WPC News | David Crowe, NAHB Chief Economist
David Crowe

"While housing has seen some positive growth
throughout the year, there is no denying that tight credit
conditions are hindering a full, healthy housing recov-
ery," said NAHB Chief Economist David Crowe.
"These persistently tight mortgage credit standards con-
tinue to limit the number of creditworthy borrowers,
particularly younger families and first-time home buy-
ers, from entering the housing market."

The survey also asked builders if they had lost any
sales over the last six months due to buyers not qualify-
ing for a mortgage. Eighty-three percent answered
"yes," and of these, the average share of sales lost was
9.7 percent. NAHB estimates that this 9.7 percent trans-
lates to 18,700 new-home sales lost because buyers

were unable to qualify for mortgages.

"NAHB advocates for prudent lending standards, but
we've seen banks and regulators swing the pendulum too
far and create an environment where lending standards
are too restrictive," said Kevin Kelly, NAHB chairman
and a home builder and developer from Wilmington,
Del. "We want a return to reasonable lending standards
where qualified borrowers are able to obtain a mortgage
and create the American dream for themselves."

NAHB has supported many housing finance reform
policies that would help reverse tight lending conditions,
including:

Improved credit scoring models
A reduction of guarantee fees - known as g-fees
Passage of the Housing Finance Reform and Taxpayer
Protection Act of 2014 (Johnson-Crapo)

FHA and FHFA to continue and expand their efforts to
reduce lender concern over mortgage insurance denials
and forced loan buybacks

A tight lending market for potential home buyers is
just one of the headwinds impacting the housing recov-
ery today, says NAHB. Builders also report that rising
costs for building materials and shortages of finished
lots and labor are problems they are facing.
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Stuck in a rut?
Face the fear and make
a positive change

By Russell Hemmings

Talking about change and actually doing it are two very
different things indeed. This is because change involves
breaking patterns of behavior that have become so
deeply intertwined with how we live our lives on a daily
basis. Where we go wrong is we focus on the behavior
first and foremost as opposed to dealing with the
complex thought processes and emotional cues that have
constructed the behavior in the first place. On paper,
change itself should be extremely easy. “I'm
overweight” — easy — don’t eat so much. “I’m unfit” —
easy — go and do some regular exercise. But let’s face it;
it is all easier said than done! So, why do so many
people want to make positive changes to their lives, but
seem to end up back at square one after a few short
weeks?

Well, by implication, change usually involves giving
up something you’ve been doing for years, for
something completely new. We humans, no matter how
outgoing we consider ourselves, find security in patterns
and familiarity.

Regardless of how bad the situation is; how much
weight we’ve gained, how anxious we feel, how poor
our relationships might be, it may feel emotionally safer
to maintain the status quo with its expected outcomes
than to embrace change and inevitably embrace the
unexpected. This uncertainty about what the changes
might ring in, what ripple effect they might have on
your life, often leads people to choose the safer option
rather than confront any period of emotional instability.

Connected to all this is also a person’s level of self-
esteem. People who need to make major changes to their
life are often the very people who don’t have the
confidence or self-belief to make them. All the evidence
before them leads them to believe they will fail; they
may well have failed many times in the past and so they
get to a point where they don’t see the point of trying.
But in my experience, failure is a highly exaggerated
feeling. As a very small child we think nothing of falling
over and getting back up when we’re are trying to walk
or of the thousands of mistakes we make when we are
learning to talk.

No, we keep going until we have perfected the art of
walking and talking. But as we get older we are molded
by society to see failure as this great looming thing that
cannot be encountered at any cost, because it would
involve a degree of humiliation.

But the fear of failure is often far worse than the
effects of failure. Failure is in fact one of the world’s
greatest teaching tools. Every time we fail, we learn
something about how the process of change works and
about how to get things right in the end. We add
something new for when we try again next time. And
there’s no denying it, change does take time and for
most people, more than one or two attempts. The key to
change is to have the resilience to keep going.

Change is possible. I know, I see it every day, but it
can often feel like the biggest mountain to climb.

However, as all good mountaineers will tell you, the
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key to climbing Everest successfully is preparation. So
here are a few things you can do for yourself to kick-
start your journey.

Kick-start your journey

Identify all of the ways your life will change for the
positive when you make the change you want. List them
and refer to that list as you go through the process.
Visualize what your life will be like when you have
achieved this and try to imagine how it will feel to be
the new you. Before embarking on your journey,
research around the subject. Read and return to
motivational stories of people who have already gone
through the process. They will inspire and motivate you
to stay on course. Recognize too that you are far more
than this single issue you wish to conquer. You have so
many other strengths and positives and it is important to
acknowledge that to yourself to bolster your confidence.
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Remember, change is often presented to us in the
media and advertising as effortless or easy and the
reality is often very different. This can lead to a sense of
frustration on our part when things don’t go quite as
planned.

But change never happens in a straight line. Think of
it as a zigzag between two points. There will be ups and
downs, but if you focus on your ultimate goal and take
small steps toward it, you will get there in the end.
Armed with the right support, the right preparation and
the real need for a different future for yourself, you can
stay the course. And as Eleanor Roosevelt once said,
“You gain strength, courage and confidence by every
experience in which you really stop to look fear in the
face.”It’s fair to say the experience of the journey is as
important as the destination itself.

Russell Hemmings is a Dubai-based clinical and cognitive behavioral
hypnotherapist. He can be contacted online at www.russellhemmings.com or via
Facebook at www.facebook.com/bridgehypnotherapyclinic.
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(313) 584-7700
www.dearbornroastery.com

Fresh Arasbic & Amesrican Coffes
Fresh Spices & Seasonings
Swiss Chocolate & Gifts for all Occasions
Nuts & Mixed Nuts - Organic Honey
Califarnia Medjool Dates & Ruttab
Natural Herbs & Essential Oils
Natural Beauty Supplies
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Shahada in English
The Shahada is the central
Moslem  statement  of
faith. It is short, but in two!
parts. The first is: "There
is no god but Allah"
(Arab. "La illahah illa
'lla"). The second is: "And
Mohammed is his
Prophet" (Arab. "Wah
Mohammadan rasul
'llah"). Saying the Sha-
hada in Arabic with the
intent of becoming a

Moslem immediately

makes a person a membe
of the Umma (i.e., the
Islamic ~ Community).

4 yj\wo\,\.@.&\j&\ 14.3! C)\.«L@..i\
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Schumacher’s doctor sees
progress after injury

-

A French physician who treated Michael Schumacher for nearly six months after the
Formula One champion struck his head in a ski accident says he is no longer in a coma
and predicted a possible recovery within three years.
Jean-Francois Payen, a doctor at the Grenoble hospital that treated Schumacher after
his injury in December 2013, said he has visited the Schumacher family at home in
Switzerland to track his patient’s progress.
“Life after a head injury is punctuated by stages,” Payen told RTL radio on Thursday
10-23-2014. He predicted a convalescence of one to three years. “We hope, but we

have to give him time.”

Schumacher was with his 14-year-old son in the French Alps when he fell, hitting
the side of his head on a rock, cracking his helmet.
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Winter of 2022 is Blatter's
preference to overcome
Qatar heat

PARIS - Holding the con-
troversy-plagued 2022
World Cup finals in Qatar
at the end of that year
rather than the scorching
summer is FIFA president
Sepp Blatter's preferred
option, he told French radio
station France Info on
Monday.

The 78-year-old Swiss --
who will stand again for the
presidency next year
despite having to weather
many storms over his 16-
year rule including accusa-
tions of corruption over the
Qatar bid for the 2022
finals -- admitted it would
involve altering the domes-

tic league programmes.

"We cannot play the
World Cup in summer,"
said Blatter.

"The date which is the most
convenient is the end of the
year."

Blatter, who has since
January 2011 conceded the
finals in Qatar would have
to be switched from the tra-
ditional June/July dates
because of the searing tem-
peratures in Qatar at that
time of year, agreed the
change would not please
clubs.

"However, the World
Cup is too important," he
said.

Switching the finals to
the beginning of the year
would present an extra
problem as it could well
clash with the Winter
Olympics.

Qatar and FIFA are com-
ing under increasing pres-
sure to take the 2022 show-
piece away from a country
that has little sporting infra-
structure or footballing cul-
ture, while there have been
accusations of bribery in the
bidding process.

Europe's top leagues are
also firmly against any sug-
gestion that the World Cup
be moved to the winter to
avoid the sweltering sum-
mer months in Qatar, while
there have been allegations
of horrific working condi-
tions for migrant workers
building stadiums and infra-
structure.
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Socotra -Located in the
Republic of Yemen - is
one of those “lost world”
islands (separated from
the world six million
years ago) where intrepid
travelers - particularly
those seeking exotic
nature and wildlife in a
remote tropical setting -
can go days on end with-
out rubbing shoulders
with that less -than-
endangered spe-
cies...tourists.

Known for decades as

the Galapagos of the
Indian Ocean, it’s the
world’s  tenth  richest

island for endemic plant
species. And the biggest
island in the Middle East
125 kilometers in length
and 45 kilometers across.

Meanwhile the land-
scape is one of contrasts,
for example, it has iso-
lated nature preserves
with dazzling wildlife
(including 900 species of
plants, and the famous
Dragon’s Blood Tree
“dracaena cinnabara” and
the some of rarest birds
that exist nowhere else in
the world), and pictu-
resque sandy beaches.

This website is
designed to help you dis-
cover the virgin beauty of
the magical Socotra
Island. This site is a com-
plete eco-tourism and
destination  guide to
Socotra Island and offers
over 50 Pages of Essen-
tial Information,

Travel Tips for visi-
tors, comprehensive
reports about the Socotra
General information,
Socotra History, Socotra
natural history of fauna
and flora, people and cul-
ture, Socotra weather pat-
terns, and the local
organizations present on
the island.

Additionally, we
describe in detail our ser-
vices in Our Contacts and
Who we are?

This is the award win-
ning tourism destination
guide to Socotra Island
where recommended pro-
grams/itineraries and
tailor-made tours can be
made at your conven-
ience. DBT  Socotra
Adventure Tours offers a
variety of science trips by
4x4  vehicles with a

Travel & Tourism gauwg dal

A world of fantasy and mythology
Welcome to Socotra Island In Yemen

wealth of beautiful scen-
eries, ancient culture, tra-
ditional villages. And
some vicinities incorpo-
rate camping in the pres-
ence of pure nature, trek-
king and camel riding,
bird watching, and the
sea waters invites you to
go scuba diving, surfing
and of course swimming,
as well as many other
activities such as fishing

and boat safaris. You will
have the opportunity to
reward yourself by
observing whales and
dolphins right next to the
boat, and if you are lucky
you will be thrilled to
swim with the gentle dol-

phins of the Indian
Ocean.  There are
many other activities

such as bicycling, visiting
tropical markets, etc.

There is much to see and
do outdoors.
Socotraislandadventure
.com will help you to
choose this paradise
island as one of your
future eco-vacation desti-
nations .
Other links discuss the
places to visit with an
interactive map and tour
guide plus exhaustive
information about the
verity of tourism sites on
the island you will visit
including the spectacular
fresh water pools, splen-
did canyons and valleys,

amazing sand dunes, and
giant clam beaches. In
addition are some useful
articles about the Zoning
Plan, the Caves Explora-
tions, and the Geography
& Geology of Socotra
Island.

One of our most popu-
lar pages is the Socotra
photo gallery where you
can browse through our
extensive image library
which  shows current
images and views from
around the island. Be
sure to check out Socotra
Map where you can see

its location from the
world and identify it from
Yemen-Socotra. A
dynamic map of Socotra
Island and the archipelago
map shows the other
islands of Abdul Kuri,
Samha and Darsa.

Enjoy your visit to our
website and find out for
yourself why this small
island in the Indian Ocean
is really known in as the
other Galapagos Island!

www.socotraislandadve
nture.com
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Chrysler 200 Coupe

Looks Good, But Will
It Ever Be Produced?

200 Yorer

By Zach Doell! BULDRIED

To answer that question bluntly— no. Today’s automak-
ers are smart, as a result, no company is looking to mass
produce a car that won’t give them any sort of sales
boost. This rear-wheel drive Chrysler 200 coupe concept
might be the perfect example of that.

Although tempting, don’t expect Chrysler to rework
its front-drive 200 chassis anytime soon...much less cut
two doors out of it. But at least if Chrysler did, we can
now say that it would be quite a looker.

Render artist Theophilus Chin plied his craft over the
weekend and cooked up this eye-catching interpretation
of a new 2015 two-door 200. It certainly pushes all the

right buttons.

The car’s standard hood length paired with its long
swooping roofline and short rear deck provide it with a
bit of a BMW 4-Series meets F-Type Coupe appearance,
which ideally isn’t a bad lot to be compared to. The
prospect of the 292-horsepower 3.5-liter Pentastar V6 in
a lithe two-door certainly wouldn’t find many com-
plaints from Mopar fans either.

Alas, it won’t come to pass. Chrysler axed the 200
Convertible for 2015 due to low sales and high expenses
associated with chopping the roof off the 200’s new
structure, and a coupe would likely get the same “sorry,
no thanks” nod of disapproval. Chrysler also already
sells a rear-drive V6-toting model; perhaps you’ve heard
of it — the 300. Ah well, we can all hope.
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Do you want to follow your
passion?
How is it going?
If you’re like most people,
it’s not going so well.
Most of us expect a white
knight to swoop down and
lead us to glory once we’ve
found our passion, but it
doesn’t quite work that way.
Following your passion
takes hard work, but it’s
immensely rewarding.
There are a lot of lies people
tell about following your
passion. But in this article
you’ll get nothing but the
stone cold truth, so keep
reading.

1. Hard Work

Realizing your passion takes
a lot of hard work. You have
to figure out how to do it,
and what truly works.

If you want to make a liv-
ing with your passion, you
have to take action, and
made a lot of mistakes,
because you have to figure
out how you’re going to
make your endeavor profita-
ble. You have to find a mar-
ket for what you’re doing. It
will take longer than you
think, but less time than you
fear.

2. Persistence

This is where persistence
comes in, because you have
to keep moving forward to
succeed.

The only way you can fail
is by giving up. You will run
into obstacles, fear, and
other bumps in the road, but
they do not matter if you
keep putting one foot in
front of the other.

Sure, it won’t be fun at
times, but nothing is. Do
you really want to stay
where you are and look
back at your life in the
future and regret not having
taken the steps to go after
your dreams?

3. Fear

Fear lurks everywhere.
When you venture into the
unknown, you will be
afraid, and you will want to
seek security and comfort to
get away from that fear.

This is the worst thing
you can do, because it is
through facing your fears
that you will succeed.

The people that are will-
ing to face fear head-on are
also the ones that make the
fastest amount of progress,
and the ones that are most
fulfilled, because they real-
ize that fear is only an illu-
sion — albeit a powerful one.

4. Confusion

Another common stum-
bling block is the confusion
that happens when you first
start following your passion.

pﬁbi! Gumitidiad (guitond | O bt Gt (Gui bty Gt
7 Harsh Truths They Don’t Tell You
About Following Your Passion

You don’t know what to
do, when to start, or even
how to do it. The simple
secret to achieving success
despite this is to take action
now. It’s counter-intuitive,
but it works. When you take
action, you’ll gain clarity,
and you will learn what
works and what doesn’t.

You don’t have to be crys-
tal clear about that in order
to follow your passion.

5. Action

And this brings us to the
next harsh truth, which is
taking action. Ive been men-
tioning the value of taking
action throughout this arti-
cle, but I think it deserves its
own spot, don?t you?
Most people get stuck in
analyzing and trying to
make things perfect before
they take action, but it gives
them false hope, because
nothing happens.

Stop planning, put down
your pen, and take action
right now. What can you do
today that will make a dif-
ference in  your life?

You may be scared, and
you may even be confused,
but you can still take action.
Once you start moving for-
ward despite all the negative
feelings you have, you will
see that they aren’t so bad

after all.

6. Determination

There will come a time
when you are incredibly
frustrated and want to throw
in the towel.

This is when you need the
determination to keep mov-
ing forward. Make sure
you’re doing something that
you’re passionate about.

When you bump into
challenge after challenge
after challenge, use your
determination to get you
where you want to be.

The tough times you will
face are merely signs that
you’re getting closer to your
goal. And when you get
through these tough times,
you will be even stronger
and move towards your pas-
sion even faster.

It’s a vicious cycle that
keeps going on and on. You
get more excited, become
stronger, and accomplish
more. And it doesn’t hurt
that you enjoy life.

7. Fulfillment

What would an article
like this be without at least
something positive?
Although, most of these
harsh truths are positive, it
all depends on your perspec-
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tive. Even though there are a
lot of tough things you have
to do in order to follow your
passion, it will lead to ful-
fillment, at least that has
been my experience.

Doing what you love is
not easy, but for me it’s the
only thing.

I will not settle for medi-
ocrity, and I refuse to stand
down.

I will follow my passion,
or die trying.

‘What about you?
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HAMZEH PHARMACY

MOHAMMAD & NANCY

II.I]D.I.l.D - ""“.;““
4jga 4)@j pauili

30 YEARS IN SERVING THE COMMUNITY
idlad] d0ad o ks 30

ulg gl e Aanlill Adaunll

Hamzeh Pharmacy
10437 W. Warren
Dearborn, Ml 48126
(313) 582-1670

wiSa a2.g Jlgas Llgill Adaunll

South Dix Pharmacy
9925 Dix
Dearborn, Ml 48120
(313) 841-2272
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NASS & ASSOCIATES
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We Don't Dream About Success We Work For It
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ALudalii jle.ul;

6700 WYOMING AVE. DEARBORN, MI 48126

(ell3i3:808:6940MTel:3i13a769:6850

Fax:313-769-6852 E-mail: NASSNDASSOCIATES@GMAIL.COM
WWW.NASSNDASSOCIATES.COM
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Englne & Transmlssmn |

MWYWWNW TOPCEARZ. COM
3540 E. Davison * Detroit, Ml 48212

313-368-7000

haniomasanfigmail.com OR hamza.omasanZgmail.com




