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Arab Americans

- - 

Obama Praises US
Muslims on `Eid 

Message

Washington - US President Barck Obama has issued
a message to American Muslims and Muslims
around the world congratulating them on the cele-
bration of `Eid Al-Fitr, thanking US Muslims for
their many “achievements and contributions… to
building the very fabric of our nation and strength-
ening the core of our democracy.”
 As Muslims throughout the United States and
around the world celebrate `Eid Al-Fitr, Michelle
and I extend our warmest wishes to them and their
families,” Obama said in a statement released by the
White House Press Office.
 “While `Eid marks the completion of Ramadan, it
also celebrates the common values that unite us in
our humanity and reinforces the obligations that
people of all faiths have to each other, especially
those impacted by poverty, conflict, and disease.”
 The comments were made to mark the celebration
of `Eid Al-Fitr which marks the end of the holy fast-
ing month of Ramadan.
 After special prayers to mark the day, festivities
and merriment start with visits to the homes of
friends and relatives.

 And while traditionally everyone wears new
clothes for `Eid, children look forward to gifts and
traditional `ediya (cash).
 During `Eid days, families and friends exchange
visits to express well wishes and children, wearing
new clothes bought especially for `Eid, enjoy going
out in parks and open fields.

 Obama went on the praise the achievements of
Muslims in the American society.
 “In the United States, `Eid also reminds us of the
many achievements and contributions of Muslim
Americans to building the very fabric of our nation
and strengthening the core of our democracy,” he
noted.
 “That is why we stand with people of all faiths,
here at home and around the world, to protect and
advance their rights to prosper, and we welcome
their commitment to giving back to their communi-
ties.”

 The statement further reads that the administra-
tion “wishes Muslims in the United States and
around the world a blessed and joyous celebration.”
 The letter ended with salutation of “Eid Muba-
rak,” which roughly means “blessed celebration.”
 Obama sent a similar message at the beginning of
Washington the holy month of Ramadan.

Brooklyn Anti-Muslims Attacks Soar
NEW YORK – Twin racial
attacks at Brooklyn
mosque over the weekend
have drawn the ire of the
Muslim community and
city officials who con-
demned the soaring anti-
Muslims attacks in the last
two weeks.
 "At this center, we have
been with good relation-
ships with everybody
around us—all the neigh-
bors around us, irrespective
of their religion, irrespec-
tive of their ethnic origin—
we are good with every-
body," Dr. Husam Rimawi,
President of the Islamic
Society of Bay Ridge, told
NY1 News on Tuesday,
July 22.
 The Islamic Center of
Bay Ridge in Brooklyn
was attacked twice over the
weekend when group of
cars hoisting the Israeli
flags circled the mosque on
Sunday, July 20, while
yelling anti-Islamic slurs
and bullying worshippers.
 Earlier on Friday, July
18, eggs were thrown at
elderly worshipers from a
group riding a car near the
mosque.
 The two consecutive
incidents have prompted
holding a news conference
on Tuesday, July 22, at by
the New York chapter of
the Council on American-

Islamic Relations (CAIR-
NY), as well other Muslim
and civil rights organiza-
tions to address the racial
incidents.
 "All people deserve to
attend religious services
without fear of discrimina-
tion or intimidation," Dr.
Rimawi said in a CAIR
statement obtained by
OnIslam.net.
 "We have coexisted in
peace with other communi-
ties in Bay Ridge and we
want to keep it that way.
We will not tolerate hate in
this community."
 Although there are no
official figures, the United
States is believed to be
home to between 6-8 mil-
lion Muslims.
 According to a report by
the Council on American-
Islamic Relations (CAIR)
and the University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley's Center
for Race and Gender said
that Islamophobia in the
US is on the rise.
 A US survey has also
revealed that the majority
of Americans know very
little about Muslims and
their faith.
 A recent Gallup poll has
found 43 percent of Ameri-
cans Nationwide admitted
to feeling at least “a little”
prejudice against Muslims.

Backlash

Leaders of the Muslim
community believe that the
latest anti-Muslim inci-
dents were a "backlash
from the unrest in the Mid-
dle East".
 "International events
should never be used as a
pretext to target Americans
of any faith or background
with hatred and intimida-
tion," said CAIR-NY
Director of Operations
Sadyia Khalique.
 Israel has been launch-
ing relentless airstrikes
against Gaza since July 8
where at least 645 have
been killed and thousands
injured.
 According to UN Office
for the Co-ordination of
Humanitarian Affairs
(OCHA), about 80% of
deaths in Gaza are civil-
ians, including dozens of
children and women.
Israel occupation forces
started a ground invasion
of besieged Gaza, home to
two millions civilian, on
Thursday, July 17.
 A NYPD Hate Crime
investigation for both inci-
dents that have troubled the
local Muslim community is
being undertaken.
 "We don't know what
people are capable of
doing, so people are still a

little afraid," said Linda
Sarsour, of the Arab Ameri-
can Association of New
York.
 The mosque racial
attacks over the weekend
were not the first in New
York's Brooklyn.
 NYPD detectives are
probing several anti-
Muslims attacks that tar-
geted several mosques,
leaving them defaced with
defamatory graffiti, along
with other forms of anti-
Muslims harassment.
 "It's really unfortunate
that someone chose the last
10 days of Ramadan to
come and incite this type of
hate in our community,"
Sarsour said.
 "I'm from America and
I'm proud to be an Ameri-
can, but I'm also proud to
be a Muslim. So I do get
negative reactions from
people but I try to tolerate
that," said Edwin Rios, a
Muslim New Yorker.
 Aiming to bridge the gap
between US faiths, Dania
Darwish, a college student,
has started the Facebook
page, "Jews and Arabs
refuse to be enemies."
 "I know a hashtag won't
be able to change things but
peace is a process, it doesn't
happen overnight," Dar-
wish said.
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WASHINGTON – A
leading international
human rights group has
accused FBI of trapping
US Muslims into terror-
ist attacks, by planning
and even funding numer-
ous sting operations after
the 9/11 attacks.
 "Far from protecting
Americans, including
American Muslims, from
the threat of terrorism,
the policies documented
in this report have
diverted law enforce-
ment from pursuing real
threats," said the report
by Human Rights Watch
cited by Agence France
Presse (AFP) on Mon-
day, July 21.
 The report, issued on
Monday by HRW, is the
result of cooperation
between the rights group
and Columbia University
Law School’s Human

 "Americans have been
told that their govern-
ment is keeping them
safe by preventing and
prosecuting terrorism
inside the US," said
Andrea Prasow, the
rights group's deputy
Washington director.
 "But take a closer look
and you realize that
many of these people
would never have com-
mitted a crime if not for
law enforcement encour-
aging, pressuring and
sometimes paying them
to commit terrorist acts."
 US Attorney General
Eric Holder has strongly
defended the FBI under-
cover operations as
"essential in fighting ter-
rorism."
 "These operations are
conducted with extraor-
dinary care and preci-

sion, ensuring that law
enforcement officials are
accountable for the steps
they take -– and that sus-
pects are neither
entrapped nor denied
legal protections,"
Holder said July 8 during
a visit to Norway.

Mental Problems

The rights group charged
that the FBI often targets
vulnerable people, with
mental problems or low
intelligence.
 It pointed to the case
of Rezwan Ferdaus, who
was sentenced to 17
years in prison at age 27
for wanting to attack the
Pentagon and Congress
with mini-drones loaded
with explosives.
 An FBI agent told Fer-
daus' father that his son
"obviously" had mental

health problems, the
report said. But that
didn't stop an undercover
agent from conceiving
the plot in its entirety, it
said.

"The US government
should stop treating
American Muslims as
terrorists-in-waiting," the
report concluded.

 The HRW report also
cites the case of four
Muslim converts from
Newburgh, New York
who were accused of
planning to blow up syn-
agogues and attack a US
military base.
 A judge in that case
"said the government
'came up with the crime,
provided the means, and
removed all relevant
obstacles,' and had, in
the process, made a ter-

rorist out of a man
'whose buffoonery is pos-
itively Shakespearean in
scope,'" the report said.
 Mike German, a for-
mer FBI agent now with
the Brennan Center, said
FBI counterterrorism
excesses were a source of
concern -- "concerns that
they both violate privacy
and civil liberties, and
aren't effective in
addressing real threats."
 Yet, experts warned
that law enforcement
forces cannot ignore
these reports about FBI’s
involvement in trapping
Muslims.
 "The question is how
to sort out which cases
merit investigation and
which do not," JM Ber-
ger, a national security
expert, said.

Rights Institute.

It is based on HRW
examination of 27 cases
from investigation
through trial, interview-
ing 215 people, includ-
ing those charged or con-
victed in terrorism cases,
their relatives, defense
lawyers, prosecutors and
judges.
 "In some cases the
FBI may have created
terrorists out of law-
abiding individuals by
suggesting the idea of
taking terrorist action or
encouraging the target to
act," the report said.
 In the cases reviewed,
half the convictions
resulted from a sting
operation, and in 30 per-
cent of those cases the
undercover agent played
an active role in the plot.

FBI Trapped Muslims into Terror Attacks
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WASHINGTON - US
Attorney General Eric
Holder said on Sunday
13/07/2014 that intelli-
gence suggesting Isla-
mist bombmakers from
Yemen have teamed up
in Syria is "more fright-
ening than anything" he
had seen before.
 In an interview with
ABC News, Holder
called the alleged coop-
eration between expert
bomb-makers in Yemen
and jihadists fighting in
Syria's civil war a
"deadly combination."
 ABC News, citing
unidentified sources,
said US intelligence sus-
pects Yemeni bombmak-

ers in Syria have
designed an explosive
device small enough to
fit in a laptop computer.
 "I think we are at a
dangerous time," Holder
said, referring to the
link-up of experts with
technical know-how and
"people who have this
kind of fervor to give
their lives."
 "It's something that
gives us really extreme,
extreme concern," he
added in the interview
broadcast on Sunday.
"In some ways, it's more
frightening than any-
thing I think I've seen as
attorney general."
Holder's comments

come in the wake of
increased security for
flights heading to the
United States.
Earlier this month, US
authorities announced
new security measures
for air passengers from
Europe and the Middle
East. One such measure
was that smartphones
and electronic devices
must be able to be
switched on before
travel.

The tighter security was
introduced due to fears
that militants linked to
Al-Qaeda are develop-
ing new explosives that
could be slipped onto

US raises ‘extreme concerns’ over link-up
between Yemen and Syria Islamists

8

planes undetected.
 ABC cited a source at
the US Department of
Homeland Security as as
saying the unspecified
threat was "different and
more disturbing than
past aviation plots."
 In November 2010,
the Yemen-based Al-
Qaeda in the Arabian
Peninsula (AQAP),
claimed responsibility
for a plot to send parcel
bombs to the United
States.
 The group also
claimed it put a bomb
aboard a UPS cargo
plane that crashed two
months earlier in the
Gulf emirate of Dubai,
killing the craft's two
pilots.
 The man thought to
be behind that plot, mas-
ter Al-Qaeda bomb-
maker Ibrahim al-Asiri,
is currently believed to
be hiding out in Yemen's
restive southern prov-
inces.
 Al-Asiri, a 32-year-
old Saudi citizen, spe-
cializes in building
hard-to-detect non-
metallic explosives,
often using Pentaeryth-
ritol tetranitrate, or
PETN, and chemical
detonators.
 US President Barack
Obama warned last
month that "battle-
hardened" Europeans
who embrace jihad in
Syria threaten the
United States because
their passports mean
they can enter the coun-
try without a visa.
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We are all Gaza

A United Nations school
converted to house fami-
lies displaced by weeks of
shelling in Gaza was hit
by an apparent Israeli air-
strike Thursday 24-2014,
killing at least 15 people.
 Robert Turner, director
of operations in Gaza for
the U.N. Relief and Works
Agency (UNRWA), con-
firmed the bombing, say-
ing that no warning was
given by Israel before the
missile hit.
 "There are certainly
multiple dead and
injured," he told Al
Jazeera. The Gaza health
ministry later said that 15
were confirmed dead, and
200 injured.
 UNRWA spokesmen
Chris Gunness told Al
Jazeera, "We gave the
Israelis the precise GPS
co-ordinates of the Beit
Hanoun shelter. We were
trying to co-ordinate a
window [for evacuation]
and that was never
granted."
 He said he could neither
confirm nor deny that
Hamas fighters were near
the building, but said
Israel and Hamas" must
respect the inviolability of
U.N. premises, and
humanitarian law." He
called the attack "tragic
and appalling."
 In a statement U.N. Sec-
retary-General Ban Ki-
moon condemned the
attack that also killed
some U.N. staff. He said
U.N. staff are attempting
to arrange "a humanitarian
pause in the hostilities so
that civilians could be
evacuated." 
 The Palestinian Red
Crescent said Israeli shells
had hit the compound.
 The Israeli military said
Hamas had launched rock-
ets that fell in the area that
could have been responsi-
ble for the deaths.
 "We can't confirm that
this is a result of errant
fire. In any case, we do
not target U.N. facilities,"
military spokesman Lt.

Col. Peter Lerner said.
Lerner said the military
had urged the U.N. and the
Red Cross to evacuate the
school for three days lead-
ing up to the incident.
 The U.N. said it was
trying to do just that when
the school was hit.

 The strike comes as the
U.N. continued to stress
the urgent need for an end
to the bombardment of
Gaza amid rising civilian
deaths and a growing
humanitarian crisis.
 Earlier Thursday, Vale-
rie Amos, the international
body’s undersecretary for
humanitarian affairs and
emergency relief coordina-
tor, said conditions for
civilians living under con-
stant shelling were “dire,”
with families running out
of food and water.
 She said the need for a
cease-fire was “vital,” not-
ing that 44 percent of the
besieged enclave had
become a no-go zone for

civilians.
 Underscoring her com-
ments, dozens of other
people also were killed in
a day of heavy fighting
throughout Gaza, raising
the overall Palestinian
death toll in the conflict to
at least 788, Gaza health
official Ashraf al-Kidra
said. Israel has lost 32 sol-
diers, all since July 17,
when it widened its air
campaign into a full-scale
ground operation. Two
Israeli civilians and a Thai
worker in Israel have also
been killed by Palestinian
rocket or mortar fire.
 The grave humanitarian
situation on the ground
comes a day after Navi
Pillay, the U.N. high com-
missioner for human
rights, said during an
emergency debate on the
crisis that there was “a
strong possibility that
international law had been
violated” during the
weeks-long conflict, citing
the shelling of

homes and hospitals in
Gaza. She pointed to both
Israel’s military operation
and Hamas’ indiscriminate
rocket fire.
 Pillay’s comments were
echoed by the U.N.
Human Rights Council,
which voted to launch an
inquiry into the Israeli
offensive's alleged viola-
tions of international laws.
The Israeli prime minis-
ter's office said in a state-
ment on Wednesday that
the decision was a
“travesty,” adding that
Israel had “gone to unprec-
edented lengths to keep
Palestinian civilians out of
harm’s way.”
 Separately on Thursday,
a temporary U.S. ban on
commercial flights to and
from Israel’s international
airport was lifted, giving
Israel a partial economic
and psychological boost
after a Hamas rocket land-
ing near Ben Gurion Air-
port had caused the Fed-
eral Aviation Administra-

tion to cancel flights.
 The airstrike on a U.N.
building in Gaza was not
the first this week. Gun-
ness, the UNRWA spokes-
man, said it was the third
time this week one of its
buildings had taken a
direct hit from Israeli
shelling.
 Israel has said U.N.
schools have been used as
safe havens for armed Pal-
estinians. And U.N. offi-
cials have criticized Pales-
tinian groups various times
for using U.N. schools to
hide fighters and weapons.

Earlier this week the
UNRWA confirmed that an
inspection of one of its
premises, a vacant school,
found hidden rockets pre-
sumed to be from Hamas.
They were immediately
removed. It was the sec-
ond time UNRWA discov-
ered rockets in one of its
empty schools during the
course of the current fight-
ing.

 Turner said the building
hit Thursday was a school
that served as a shelter,
and that as far as the
UNRWA was aware there
were no projectiles or arms
on the site. 
 A flurry of diplomatic
activity to aim for a truce
in the fighting continued
on Thursday.
 U.S. Secretary of State
John Kerry was in Cairo
for the second time in 48
hours to broker a cease-
fire between Israel and
Hamas.
 Kerry was hoping to
encourage Hamas to
accept an Egyptian-
proposed cease-fire deal.
He spoke by phone with
the foreign ministers of
Qatar and Turkey, hoping
that both countries would
use their influence to
encourage Hamas to
accept a cease-fire plan.
 Khaled Meshaal, the
Hamas political chief, who
is based in Qatar, reiter-
ated Wednesday that the
group would reject any
truce without the lifting of
Israel's eight-year block-
ade on Gaza.
 "We will not accept any
initiative that does not lift
the blockade on our people
and that does not respect
their sacrifices," he said.
 The blockade has seen
Israel and Egypt severely
restrict movement in and
out of Gaza since 2007.
 Egypt has also been
negotiating with some
Hamas officials, but rela-
tions between the two
sides have been strained
since Egypt outlawed the
Muslim Brotherhood,
which has ties to Hamas,
after last year's overthrow
of President Mohamed
Morsi.
 The United States is
hoping to help broker a
humanitarian truce to stop
fighting before outstanding
issues on the status of
Gaza are negotiated.

UN shelter for refugees bombed amid 
warning of ‘dire’ conditions in Gaza
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Yemen

Yemeni President  addresses the nation on Eid al-Fitr
3- All political and socie-
tal powers should put
Charter of Honor that
includes renouncing war
and handing back all
heavy and medium weap-
ons to the state, and stop-
ping the campaigns of
mobilization and incite-
ment and hate, treason,
blasphemy speech, and
religious, ethnic and
regional discrimination.
4- All political and socie-
tal forces should unify
their efforts to combat
terrorism and dry its
resources and its support-
ers because it is consider-
ing the great danger that
threatens the homeland.
5- The real partnership
for all political powers in
managing the state on the
basis of the principles
that have been agreed
upon in the national dia-
logue and commit to
peaceful political action.
6-Contiued working with
all political and societal
powers which didn't par-
ticipate in the NDC in
particular in the south, for
more cohesion and
national participation in
handling the southern
issue.
7- Finding more effective
means to communicate
with vital forces of civil
society organizations,
women and youth, which
participated effectively in
the NDC and played an
important role in the
overall success.
8- Community and politi-
cal support to the process
of financial and economic
reform very and commit-
ting to our policy in eco-
nomic austerity efforts
which aims to reduce
public expenditure and
the rational use of energy.
9- The full national and
political support to com-
plete the restructure of
security and armed
forces. 
10- Mobilizing energies
and possibilities to raise
awareness of NDC out-
comes and to be ready to
make the referendum on
the constitution a success.

levels,'' the President
stated in his speech.
 "We have affirmed pre-
viously that any individ-
ual, group, party or tribe
cannot impose any thing
on the country and who
thinks that he will win he
will find himself in the
face of the state and the
people,'' he added.
 Regarding the keen-
ness of the state to gain
prestige on all the coun-
try's provinces, Hadi said
we affirmed the state's
keenness on security, sta-
bility and peace on all the
country's provinces.
 "No way from impos-
ing the authority and sov-
ereignty of the state on all
over the country, for that
reason we paid a visit to
Amran a few days ago in
the framework of our
keenness to end conflict
there and realizing the
security, stability and
social peace all over the
province and withdraw-
ing all armed groups
from the province,'' Hadi
mentioned.
 He added we can
regard the conflict in
Amran province as the
last wars and an entrance
to implement the NDC
outcomes which con-
firmed on disarming
heavy and medium weap-
ons and handing back to
the state from all parties.
 Hadi called all Yemeni
people for a national rec-
onciliation and more
cohesion and unity based
on the following basis;
1- the republican system,
the unity of Yemen, the
democratic approach and
the outcomes of National
Dialogue Conference
(NDC) are principles and
approach of Yemeni peo-
ple and they are the basis
for the national reconcili-
ation.
2-NDC outcomes, which
formed to establish a fed-
eral modern civil state
based on the good gov-
ernance, equal citizenship
and genuine partnership
are the basis for the
national reconciliation. 

SANA'A-
ARABAMERICANTOD
AY- Yemeni President
Abdu Rabbu Mansour
Hadi delivered on Sun-
day July 28-2014 a
speech to the nation on
the occasion of Eid al-
Fitr, where he congratu-
lated the Yemeni people
and Arab and Islamic
nations on the same occa-
sion. 
 The President called in
his speech for staying
away from media and
political provocation
which was exercised by
some political powers in
the country through fuel-
ing political and sectarian
perspectives that coin-
cided with the outcomes
of the National Dialogue
Conference (NDC) and
the basis of the Gulf ini-
tiative and its executive
mechanism of the Execu-
tive.
 "Those exercises are
also coincided with pro-
fessional ethics which
resulted in damaging the
reputation of Yemen
abroad and effected
badly on the investment
environment,'' the Presi-
dent said.
 He added not only that
but also it created a polit-
ical environment which
fueled the conflict and
fight of the past.
 Hadi called on all
political and societal
powers, scholars, civil
society organizations,
women and youth to
maintain the Yemeni
unique experiment which
gathered all parties under
one ceil to tackle all
complicated and accumu-
lated problems based on
the manner of consensus
and national dialogue.
 "Any political goal
cannot be achieved
through resorting to
using weapon and vio-
lence far away from the
national consensus which
represented by the NDC
outcomes, as well as
those actions are con-
demned at national,
regional and international

 He concluded his
speech by thanking all
sponsors of the Gulf ini-
tiative and its executive
mechanism as well as the
king of Saudi Arabia and
all brotherly and friendly
countries which stood by
Yemen in this difficult
circumstances.
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We are all Gaza
Death toll of children rises as Israel pummels Gaza
From pg 15
civilians. Operation
Protective Edge has now
resulted in at least 120
Palestinian deaths. No Israeli
deaths have been confirmed,
though some Israelis have
reportedly sustained injuries.
 Efforts by the
international community to
de-escalate the conflict this
week have so far failed, with
the Israeli air force striking
over 750 targets since
Tuesday, as well as calling
up 20,000 reservists. Hamas
have fired over 180 rockets
into Israel, according to The
New York Times.
 Israeli authorities
maintain that they are
targeting Hamas militants
who are hiding among
civilians.
FRIDAY UPDATE: Death
toll of children rises as Israel
pummels Gaza
 Ramallah, July 11,
2014—A further three
children were confirmed
dead today, bringing the
total number of Gaza
children killed this week to
21. The children died in a
week that has seen the
Israeli air force drop
hundreds of missiles into
crowded residential areas,
killing and injuring large
numbers of Palestinian
civilians.
 On Wednesday, July 9,
DCI-Palestine confirmed the
deaths of seven children as a
result of Israeli airstrikes.
Today, Mariam Atiya
Mohammad al-Arja, 9, was
also confirmed to have died
on July 9 when her family’s
home in the southern Gaza
town of Rafah was targeted.
Mariam sustained a head
injury when the home
collapsed on her and her
family.
 DCI-Palestine confirmed
a further four deaths on
Thursday, July 10. Abdul
Rahman Bassam Abdul
Rahman Khatab, 5, was
confirmed as the fifth child
killed on Thursday, struck in
his lower torso by shrapnel
that led to his immediate
death. He had been at his
uncle’s house in Deir al-
Balah, in central Gaza.
 Today, Nour Marwan
Abdullah al-Najdi, 10, from
Rafah, became the 21st child
confirmed dead this week by
DCI-Palestine. She was
asleep when a rocket
targeted a nearby house,
causing the roof of her
family’s home to collapse.

She, too, died instantly.
 Israel continues to drop
missiles on Gaza, despite the
large number of casualties
sustained by children.
THURSDAY UPDATE:
Death toll of children rises
as Israel pummels Gaza
 Ramallah, July 10,
2014—Child fatalities in
Gaza continued to rise on
Thursday with four more
children killed in ongoing
Israeli airstrikes. The Israeli
assault has seen hundreds of
missiles pummel the Gaza
Strip, leading to high
numbers of injuries and
fatalities among civilians.
Eighteen children are now
confirmed dead.
 Aseel Ibrahim Fayek al-
Masri, 16, whose 14-year-
old brother died in an attack
on the family home in Beit
Hanoun on Wednesday, died
after sustaining injuries in
the same incident.
 Suleiman Salim Mousa al-
Astal, 17, and Mousa
Mohammad Taher al-Astal,
14, were killed after being
hit by a missile as they sat
watching the World Cup
with friends on the beach
overnight on Thursday. The
two boys were among eight
reported fatalities after an
Israeli aircraft bombed the
crowd of people watching
the football game.
 Abdullah Ramadan Jamil
Abu Ghazal, 4, was with his
mother in their home when
he was hit by shrapnel
fragments from an Israeli
missile that exploded nearby.
Abdullah died instantly
when he sustained head
injuries.
WEDNESDAY UPDATE:
14 children killed in Israeli
airstrikes over Gaza
 Ramallah, July 10,
2014—A further seven
children, including four
toddlers, died on Wednesday
in Israeli air strikes on Gaza.
Fourteen children have now
been killed since Israel
launched a major military
offensive on the Gaza Strip
on Tuesday. The children
were all aged between 1 and
15 years old.
 Israeli airstrikes hit
hundreds of targets across
the Gaza Strip throughout
Wednesday. In the northern
Gaza town of Beit Hanoun,
Mohammad Ibrahim Fayeq
al-Masri, 14, died when his
family home was targeted by
the Israeli air force.
 In Gaza City, two
brothers, Mohammad Iyad
Salem Areef, 9, and Amir,
11, were killed while playing
in front of their home when

a bomb hit Al-Shujaiyah
neighborhood where they
lived. Both died instantly of
their wounds. In the Zeitoun
neighborhood, a bomb killed
Mohammad Fakher Mustafa
Jamal Malaka, 3, and his
mother.
 A further two brothers
from Maghazi refugee camp
in central Gaza died when
their home was hit by an
Israeli missile. Mohammad
Khalaf Odeh al-Nawasra
was just 1, and his brother
Nidal only 3.
 A 1-year-old girl, Ranim
Jawdat Abdul-Karim Abdul-
Ghafoor, died when a
missile hit her home in a
crowded residential area in
Al-Qarara. She was killed
immediately after sustaining
a head injury.
 The Israeli military said in
a statement that it had
targeted hundreds of sites in
Gaza and killed three
Islamic Jihad militants. "We
aimed at 322 targets in Gaza

overnight, taking to 750 the
total number of Hamas
targets hit by the army since
the start of Operation
Protective Edge," Lt Col
Peter Lerner told reporters.
 The Israeli air force has
stated that deaths of children
and civilians are not
intentional, but claims that
nothing can be done to
prevent them. Speaking of
one incident on Tuesday in
which five children from the
same family died, an officer
said that children could be
seen entering the house as it
was being bombed.
 “There was nothing to be
done, the munition was in
the air and could not be
diverted,” a senior air force
officer said. “Although you
see [the family members]
running back into the house,

there was no way to divert
the missile.”
 DCI-Palestine is
investigating the reported
deaths of at least three other
children in strikes on
Wednesday.

Seven children killed in
Israeli airstrikes over Gaza

Ramallah, July 9, 2014—
Israel launched a major
military offensive on the
Gaza Strip Tuesday that
killed at least seven
Palestinian children and
wounded dozens more in air
and sea strikes.
 Israeli forces killed six
children when a missile
struck the home of alleged
Hamas activist Odeh Ahmad
Mohammad Kaware in the
southern Gaza city of Khan
Younis. The five families
that reside in the building
evacuated immediately after
an Israeli aerial drone fired a
warning missile. A number

of neighbors, however,
gathered on the roof in an
effort to prevent the
bombing. Shortly after 3
p.m., an Israeli airstrike
leveled the building, and
killed seven people,
including five children, on
the spot and injured 28
others.
 Hussein Yousef Hussein
Karawe, 13, Basem Salem
Hussein Karawe, 10,
Mohammad Ali Faraj
Karawe, 12, Abdullah
Hamed Karawe, 6, and
Kasem Jaber Adwan
Karawe, 12, died
immediately, according to
evidence collected by
Defense for Children
International-Palestine. Seraj
Abed al-Aal, 8, succumbed
to his injuries later that
evening.

DCI-Palestine confirmed
one other Palestinian
teenager died in strikes
across Gaza. An Israeli
attack killed Ahmad Nael
Mahdi, 15, from Gaza City’s
Sheikh Radwan
neighborhood, and wounded
two of his friends, one of
which remains in critical
condition.
 DCI-Palestine is
confirming reports of at least
three other children killed in
the strikes on Tuesday.
 “The death and injury to
children caused by Israel’s
military offensive on Gaza
demonstrates serious and
extensive disregard of
fundamental principles of
international law,” said Rifat
Kassis, executive director of
DCI-Palestine. “Israeli
forces must not carry out
indiscriminate airstrikes in
densely populated areas that
fail to distinguish between
military targets, civilians and

civilian objects.”
 Since the beginning of
Israel’s ongoing military
offensive on Gaza,
Operation Protective Edge,
Israeli forces have launched
at least 146 strikes on Gaza.
The strikes have killed at
least 25 Palestinians and
injured more than 100
others, according to news
reports.
 International humanitarian
law prohibits indiscriminate
and disproportionate attacks
and requires that all parties
to an armed conflict
distinguish between military
targets, civilians and civilian
objects. Israel as the
occupying power in the
Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including the Gaza
Strip, is required to protect
the Palestinian civilian

population from violence.
 While Israel relies on the
principle of self defense to
justify military offensives on
Gaza, Israeli forces are
bound to customary
international law rules of
proportionality and
necessity.
 Hamas’ military wing
claimed responsibility for
firing around 120 rockets
from Gaza into southern and
central Israel, with some
reaching Tel Aviv and
Jerusalem, according to
Haaretz. Israel’s “Iron
Dome” anti-missile system
has reportedly intercepted at
least 23 rockets.
 While minimal property
damage has been reported,
there have been no serious
casualties.
 The Israeli military has
mobilized thousands of
reserve soldiers in
preparation for any further
escalation, according to
news reports.
 Israel has imposed a
blockade on the Gaza Strip
since 2007 by strictly
controlling and limiting the
entry and exit of individuals;
maintaining harsh
restrictions on imports
including food, construction
materials, fuel and other
essential items; as well as
prohibiting exports. Israel
continues to maintain
complete control over the
Gaza Strip’s borders,
airspace and territorial
waters.
 The last major Israeli
military offensive on Gaza,
Operation Pillar of Defense,
occurred between November
14 and 21, 2012. During
those eight days more than
30 Palestinian children died
in Israeli military attacks.
 Previously, Israeli forces
launched a three-week
intensive aerial and naval
bombing campaign and
ground invasion in the Gaza
Strip, dubbed Operation Cast
Lead, on December 27,
2008. At least 353 children
were killed and a further 860
injured during the military
offensive.
 Both Israeli military
offensives were
characterized by
disproportionate force
directed at government and
civilian infrastructure,
residential neighborhoods,
and individual civilians. The
stated objective of each
operation was to end rocket
attacks into Israel by
Palestinian armed groups.
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that targeted their home in
the Tuffah neighborhood of
Gaza City. Seventeen people
from the family were killed
in the explosion, including
Qusai Isam Subhi al-Batsh,
12, his brothers Anas, 10,
Mohammad and Yahia, both
17, and his cousins Manar,
13, and Amal, 1.
 Saher was killed when he
was hit by shrapnel from an
explosion that took place as
his father prepared to take
him to the mosque on Friday
afternoon. The explosion
was caused by a missile
launched from a drone
targeting a nearby plot of
farmland.
 Anas died when a drone
targeted an area where he
was sitting with his friends
and family in the early hours
of Saturday morning. Safa
died as a result of injuries
sustained during an air strike
that targeted her family’s
house on Wednesday
morning.

SATURDAY UPDATE:
Death toll of children rises
as Israel pummels Gaza
 Ramallah, July 12,
2014—Two more children
brought the verified death
toll to 23 this week, after
DCI-Palestine confirmed the
killings of Fatima Mahmoud
Lutfi al-Haj, 14, and her
brother Saed, 16, on
Thursday July 10 in the
southern Gaza town of Khan
Younis.
 The children died when
their home was targeted by
an Israeli airstrike while the
family was sleeping at 1.15
am. Six other family
members, all adults, died in
the bombing, including
Fatima and Saed’s parents.
The family is survived by
two adult children, both of
whom were away from the
house at the time of the
strike. One has been
hospitalized in a state of
shock.
 The strike was not
preceded by a so-called
“knock on the roof”
warning, which Israel has
claimed it uses to warn
civilians to leave buildings
being targeted. Instead, the
family’s house was flattened
immediately.
 The rapidly rising civilian
death toll has sparked
concern among senior UN
officials, who on Friday
appealed to all sides to abide
by obligations to protect 

including children, in Gaza
is a war crime, as hospitals
are presumed not to be
legitimate targets under
international humanitarian
law,” said Rifat Kassis,
executive director of DCI-
Palestine. “Even if a hospital
is used for military purposes
as Israeli officials claim,
Israeli forces are still
prohibited from carrying out
an attack.”
 Israeli air strikes continue
to take place as the
operation enters its second
week. Israel has massed
large numbers of ground
troops on the Gaza border in
preparation for a ground
invasion.
SUNDAY UPDATE: Death
toll of children rises as Israel
pummels Gaza
 Ramallah, July 13,
2014—Nine children were
confirmed dead in Israeli
strikes on Friday and
Saturday, bringing the total
number of children killed in
Israel’s ongoing aerial
onslaught to 32. Saher
Salman Ali Abu Namous, 3,
from Tel Zatar in northern
Gaza, Anas Yousef Ahmad
Qandeel, 17, from Jabalia
refugee camp, and Safa
Mustafa Jamal Malaka, 7,
from Zaitoun in Gaza City,
as well as six children from
the al-Batsh family, were all
killed in air strikes that
occurred on Friday and
Saturday.
 The six al-Batsh children
died together in an attack

MONDAY UPDATE:
Death toll of children rises
as Israel pummels Gaza
 Ramallah, July 14,
2014—Two children died on
Sunday in a day of conflict
that saw still more
Palestinian civilians killed in
Israel’s ongoing
bombardment of Gaza. The
children, ages 2 and 15,
bring the latest death toll to
34.
 In Jabalia refugee camp,
15-year-old Husam Ibrahim
Shehda al-Najar died when
an Israeli drone targeted his
family’s home in the night,
while he slept. The missile
landed directly in his room,
killing him instantly.
 In the southern Gaza town
of Khan Younis, Muayyad
Khaled Ali al-Araj, 2, was
killed when a drone missile
targeted a nearby building,
scattering shrapnel that
struck him in the body and
head and led to his death in
hospital two hours later.
 The international
community has accused
Israel of failing to
adequately protect civilians
over the course of a week
that has seen the death toll
rise to over 120 people. The
Israeli air force has
continually fired missiles
into crowded residential
areas, and this week
reportedly targeted a
hospital.
 “The targeting of the
Wafa Hospital and its
severely ill patients,

rise on the eighth
consecutive day of Israeli
airstrikes on the Gaza Strip,
with three more confirmed
killings bringing the total
number of children killed in
the onslaught to 37. Two
three-year-olds and one 17-
year-old were confirmed as
having died in areas across
Gaza.
 One child, 3-year-old
Yasmin Mohammad Yousef
al-Motawaq from Jabalia in
northern Gaza, was
confirmed as having died on
July 9 from injuries
sustained during an Israeli
bombardment of nearby
agricultural land. Sheltering
with her family in the house,
Yasmin was struck by a bed
that fell on her as a result of
the explosion, leading to her
death in hospital.
 Ziyad Maher Mohammad
al-Najar, 17, from Khan
Younis in southern Gaza,
was pronounced dead on
July 14 after a drone
targeted him twice as he
was traveling to his
grandfather’s home by
motorbike. The second
missile hit him directly,
killing him instantly.
 Sarah Omar Ahmad
Shaikh al-Eid, 3, was
playing with her father and
uncle in the family’s garden
on July 14 when their home
was targeted by an Israeli
airstrike. Sarah was fatally
wounded by shrapnel, and
was pronounced dead upon
arrival at hospital.

Death toll of children rises as Israel pummels Gaza

At least 45 children have
died as a result of Israel’s
nine-day bombardment of
the Gaza Strip. The death of
the four boys has prompted
widespread international
criticism at the extent of loss
to civilian life, and
particularly the death toll
among children. According
to information released by
the UN, 77 percent of
fatalities have been
civilians. The incident also
prompted a five-hour
"humanitarian ceasefire."
 A statement released by
the Israeli authorities said:
"Based on preliminary
results, the target of this
strike was Hamas terrorist
operatives. The reported
civilian casualties from this
strike are a tragic outcome."
The statement went on to
blame Hamas for placing
civilians in the line of fire. 
 It also claimed that the
children were mistaken for
fleeing fighters, though
witness accounts indicate
that the children could be
clearly identified from a
distance.
 The death toll - 45 and
rising - is now at its highest
since Israel’s December
2008 military incursion,
Operation Cast Lead, which
resulted in the deaths of 352
children.
TUESDAY UPDATE:
Death toll of children rises
as Israel pummels Gaza
Ramallah, July 15, 2014—
Child deaths continued to

Ramallah, July 17, 2014—
Eight children in Gaza were
killed on Wednesday,
including four boys directly
targeted by the Israeli navy
while playing on the beach
in Gaza City. Israel's
military offensive on the
Gaza Strip has killed at least
45 children according to
DCI-Palestine
documentation.
 Zakariya Ahed Subhi
Baker, 10, Ahed Atef Ahed
Baker, 9, Ismail Mohammad
Subhi Baker, 9, and
Mohammad Ramez Ezzat
Baker, 11, were cousins
from fishermen families,
and had been playing on
Gaza City’s harbor when
two missiles hit them just
after 4 pm. Accounts and
photos from the event have
been widely shared,
detailing an initial explosion
near a shack that killed one
of the boys, and a second
that targeted the other boys
as they ran toward the
beach. DCI-Palestine
sources confirmed that the
boys were dead on arrival at
Al-Shifa Hospital.
 "Israeli forces continue to
target and kill children and
civilians on a daily basis,
making Israeli military
statements claiming that
these deaths are tragic
mistakes simply
meaningless," said Rifat
Kassis, executive director of
DCI-Palestine. "The death
toll among children now
stands at its highest point in
five years."
 In Khan Younis in
southern Gaza, 9-year-old
Ibrahim Ramadan Hasan
Abu Daqqa was killed with
his grandmother and older
brother in a drone attack that
targeted a taxi they were
riding in. Ibrahim was
returning from a visit to his
brother, in hospital as the
result of a previous Israeli
strike. Also in Khan Younis,
4-year-old Yasmeen
Mahmoud Hussein al-Astal
and her brother Osama, 8,
died after sustaining wounds
in an explosion caused by a
nearby drone strike.
 In Beit Lahia, Hamzi
Raed Mohammad Thari, 6,
was killed as he prayed with
his father. Two missiles
targeted a nearby mosque,
the second injuring them as
they tried to flee. Hamzi
succumbed to his wounds
two hours later in hospital.

We are all Gaza
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Gaza Demonstrations Around the World
Gavi Barnhard and Adam
Rasgon

A survey of the various ral-
lies held in the Middle East
and abroad since the latest
Gaza conflict began.

On July 25, Iran's sup-
porters around the world
will organize large anti-
Israel rallies as part of the
annual "Qods Day" pro-
moted by Tehran for the last
Friday in Ramadan. These
would have been held even
if Israel had not launched
military operations in Gaza.
Yet numerous demonstra-
tions of varying size have
already occurred in and
around the Arab world and
the West in reaction to the
Israeli campaign. And
reports indicate that these
protests have been more
concentrated in the West
than in Arab countries,
except for Morocco.
 Read a companion piece
assessing Arab public opin-
ion on Hamas and the Gaza
conflict.

EUROPE AND THE
AMERICAS

London
Huffington Post, July 20,
2014
"Up to 15,000 people are
thought to have marched
through the capital from
Downing Street to the
Israeli embassy in Kensing-
ton after Israel launched a
ground invasion of Gaza on
Thursday."

Paris
Associated Press, July 13,
2014
"Sunday's protest, involving
about 10,000 people, had
been largely peaceful."

Haaretz, July 19, 2014
"To the up to 4,000 pro-
Palestinians who protested
in Paris this weekend, there
was no question they had to
defy the authorities' ban
against their demonstra-
tion."

Santiago
Times of Israel, July 12,
2014
"About 5,000 people gath-

ered in the Chilean capital to
protest against Israel's mili-
tary strikes in Gaza in retali-
ation for Hamas rocket fire
on Israeli cities."

Vienna
Daily Star, July 20, 2014
"One of the largest rallies in
Europe drew 11,000 people
to the streets of Vienna, who
marched across the city cen-
ter to the official residence
of the country's president
Sunday."

Amsterdam 
NBC, July 20, 2014
"Around 3,000 people
staged a peaceful pro-
Palestinian demonstration
calling for an end to the
bloody Israeli invasion of
the Gaza Strip."

Dublin 
Independent.ie, July 20,
2014
"An estimated 3,000 people
walked from the Spire on
O'Connell Street to the Dail
and then the Israeli
embassy."

Oslo
RT.com, July 12, 2014
"The Norwegian capital also
saw around 3,000 pro-
Palestine activists gather
outside the parliamentary
building in support of peace
in Gaza."

Zurich
Maariv, July 18, 2014
"Yesterday evening 3,000
protestors gathered yelling
'throw the Jews into the
sea.'"

Stockholm
France 24, July 20, 2014
"In Stockholm about 1,000
people protested."

Madrid
Menara, July 18, 2014
"Hundreds of people pro-
tested Thursday night in
Madrid in solidarity with the
Palestinian people against
the Israeli aggression."

Belfast
RT.com, July 20, 2014
"Hundreds of protesters
have gathered outside the

BBC Broadcasting House in
Belfast, expressing their
concerns over what they see
as 'biased' reporting by the
BBC on the current Israeli
military offensive in Gaza."

Glasgow
BBC, July 20, 2014
"Hundreds of people have
gathered in Glasgow to call
for an end to Israeli military
action in Gaza and 'justice
and freedom' for Palestine."

Chicago
Chicago Tribune, June 20,
2014
"Thousands of protesters
were marching through
downtown Chicago on Sun-
day in support of Palestin-
ians as Israeli forces con-
tinue a ground invasion in
the Gaza Strip."

Washington DC
CBS DC, June 20, 2014
"Thousands marched down
Constitution Avenue to the
White House Sunday, pro-
testing Israel and calling for
a free Palestine."

Sydney
Haaretz, July 20, 2014
"An estimated crowd of
5,000 pro-Palestinian sup-
porters brought Sydney's
business district to a stand-
still."
South Africa
Aljazeera, July 19, 2014
"Thousands of South Afri-
cans have taken to the
streets in Johannesburg,
Durban, and Cape Town
demanding South Africa
expel the Israeli ambassa-
dor."

TURKEY

Istanbul
Daily Sabah, July 21, 2014
"On Saturday, thousands of
people gathered outside the
consulate and tried to storm
it again by climbing up the
outer walls of the plaza that
houses the consulate."

MIDDLE EAST

West Bank
Aljazeera, July 18, 2014
"In Ramallah, hundreds of

people protested, expressing
their support for the resis-
tance and condemning the
Israeli enemy."

PNN, July 21, 2014
"In Bethlehem, the demon-
stration started in Bab Zqaq,
in the city center, where
around 1,500 Palestinians
took part in the protest hold-
ing banners against Israeli
crimes."

Lebanon
Press TV, July 22, 2014
"A large crowd of protestors
held demonstrations across
Lebanon calling on the inter-
national community to stop
Israeli atrocities."

Morocco
France 24, July 20, 2014
"Demonstrators from a num-
ber of Moroccan cities gath-
ered in Rabat on Sunday to
condemn the Israeli war on
Gaza, with their numbers
exceeding 30,000."

Egypt
Daily Star, July 13, 2014
"Around 100 Egyptians held
a protest in central Cairo on
Sunday against Israel's
deadly offensive in the Gaza
Strip and criticized their
government's efforts to halt
the violence."

Tunisia
O News Agency, July 22,
2014
"Large protests in Tunis
against the Israeli occupation
crimes in Gaza."

Algeria
PANET, July 22, 2014
"Hundreds participated in a
number of vigils and
marches that began in
Algiers after Friday prayers
to condemn the aggression in
Gaza and the Algerian
silence on this issue of prime
importance to Algerians."

Iran
Business Standard, July 20,
2014
"Hundreds of Iranians gath-
ered here Saturday to protest
against Israel's offensive
against the Palestinians in
the Gaza Strip."

 Gavi Barnhard and Adam
Rasgon are research assist-
ants at The Washington Insti-
tute.
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What is the real purpose of Israel's mass

murder of civilians in Gaza?
Gideon Levy 14 July
2014

THE GOAL of Opera-
tion Protective Edge is to
restore the calm; the
means: killing civilians.
The slogan of the Mafia
has become official
Israeli policy. Israel sin-
cerely believes that if it
kills hundreds of Palestin-
ians in the Gaza Strip,
quiet will reign.
 It is pointless to
destroy the weapons
stores of Hamas, which
has already proved capa-
ble of rearmament. Bring-
ing down the Hamas gov-
ernment is an unrealistic
(and illegitimate) goal,
one that Israel does not
want: It is aware that the
alternative could be much
worse. That leaves only
one possible purpose for
the military operation:
death to Arabs, accompa-
nied by the cheering of
the masses.
 The Israel Defense
Forces already has a
“map of pain,” a diaboli-
cal invention that has
replaced the no less dia-
bolical “bank of targets,”
and that map is spreading
at a sickening pace.
 Watch Al Jazeera Eng-
lish, a balanced and pro-
fessional television chan-
nel (unlike its Arabic sis-
ter station), and see the
extent of its success. You
won’t see it in Israel’s
“open” broadcast studios,
which as usual are only
open to the Israeli victim,
but on Al Jazeera you will
see the whole truth, and
perhaps you will even be
shocked.
 The bodies in Gaza are
piling up, the desperate,
constantly updated tabu-
lation of mass killing that
Israel boasts of, which
already numbers dozens
of civilians, including 24
children as of noon on

Saturday; hundreds of
people injured, in addi-
tion to horror and
destruction. One school
and one hospital have
already been bombed.
 The aim is to strike
homes, and no amount of
justification can help: It’s
a war crime, even if the
IDF calls them
“command-and-control
centers” or “conference
rooms.” Granted, there
are strikes that are much
more brutal than Israel’s,
but in this war, which is
nothing other than mutual
attacks on civilians — the
elephant against the fly
— there aren’t even any
refugees. In contrast to
Syria and Iraq, in the
Gaza Strip the inhabitants
do not have the luxury of
fleeing for their lives. In a
cage, there’s nowhere to

run.
 Since the first Lebanon
war, more than 30 years
ago, the killing of Arabs
has become Israel’s pri-
mary strategic instrument.
The IDF doesn’t wage
war against armies, and
its main target is civilian
populations. Arabs are
born only to kill and to be
killed, as everyone
knows. They have no
other goal in life, and
Israel kills them.
 One must, of course,
be outraged by the modus
operandi of Hamas: Not
only does it aim its rock-
ets at civilian population
centers in Israel, not only
does it position itself
within population centers
— it may not have an
alternative, given the
crowded conditions in the
Strip — but it also leaves

the Gazan civilian popu-
lation vulnerable to
Israel’s brutal attacks,
without seeing to a single
siren, shelter or protected
space.
 That is criminal. But
the barrages of the Israel
Air Force are no less
criminal, on account of
both the result and the
intent: There isn’t a single
residential building in the
Gaza Strip that is not
home to dozens of
women and children; the
IDF cannot, therefore,
claim that it does not
mean to hurt innocent
civilians. If the recent
demolition of the home of
a terrorist in the West
Bank still stirred a weak
protest, now dozens of
homes are being
destroyed, together with
their occupants.

 Retired generals and
commentators on active
duty compete to make the
most monstrous proposal:
“If we kill their families,
that will frighten them,”
explained Maj.Gen. (res.)
Oren Shachor, without
batting an eyelid. “We
must create a situation
such that when they come
out of their burrows, they
won’t recognize Gaza,”
others said. Shamelessly,
without question — until
the next Goldstone inves-
tigation.
 A war with no goal is
among the most despica-
ble of wars; the deliberate
targeting of civilians is
among the most atrocious
of means. Terror now
reigns in Israel as well,
but it’s unlikely there is a
single Israeli who can
imagine what it’s like for

Gaza’s 1.8 million inhabi-
tants, whose already mis-
erable lives are now
totally horrific.
 The Gaza Strip is not a
“hornet’s nest,” it is a
province of human des-
peration. Hamas is not an
army, far from it, despite
all the fear tactics: If it
really did build such a
sophisticated network of
tunnels there, as is
claimed, then why
doesn’t it build Tel Aviv’s
light rail network,
already?
 The 1,000-sortie and
1,000 tons of explosives
marks have almost been
reached, and Israel is
waiting for the “victory
picture” that has already
been achieved: Death to
Arabs. Source: Haaretz
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Islamists storm 
Benghazi base as
chaos grips Libya

Islamist fighters and militants overran a major Libyan army
base in the eastern city of Benghazi on Tuesday 7-29-2014
after a fierce battle involving rockets and warplanes in which
at least 30 people were killed, Reuters reported. 
 Special Forces had to abandon their main camp in south-
east Benghazi after coming under sustained attack from Isla-
mist fighters and militias, the news agency quoted military
officials and residents as saying.
 “We have withdrawn from the army base after heavy shell-
ing,” Fadel Al-Hassi, Saiqa Special Forces official said.

Evacuation
 The incident happened shortly after France said it was
evacuating its nationals from Libya amid increasing lawless-
ness and unrest.
 France followed similar moves by other European nations
including the Netherlands, Belgium, Spain.
 The United States for its part evacuated its embassy, citing
a real risk because of fighting between troops loyal to the
Libyan government and Islamists.
 The United Nations and Turkish embassies have shut their
operations.
 Several countries, including Britain, France, Germany and
Egypt, at the weekend advised their nationals to leave imme-
diately.

Mustapha Abu Shagur
 Also on Tuesday, an armed group abducted a former Lib-
yan deputy prime minister and newly-elected MP, Mustapha
Abu Shagur, in the capital Tripoli, his nephew said, accord-
ing to Agence France-Presse. 
 “Men in three cars kidnapped my uncle from his house and
took him away to an unknown destination,” Issam al-Naass
said.
 “Twenty minutes before his abduction, Mr Abu Shagur
received a call from a stranger who asked him to leave the
house because of imminent danger,” he added.
 There was no immediate claim of responsibility for the
kidnapping.
 Abu Shagur was elected a deputy in Libya’s June 25 legis-
lative election, in which he stood as an independent candi-
date.
 He is due to take up his post on August 4, at the opening
session of the Chamber of Representatives, elected in place
of an interim parliament, the General National Congress.

Oil depot

 Meanwhile an inferno has blazed since Sunday at an oil
depot on the outskirts of Tripoli after a rocket struck a tank
containing more than six million litres (1.6 million gallons)
of fuel.
 State-owned National Oil Corp warned of a humanitarian
and environmental catastrophe after the tank exploded.
 Intense fighting in Benghazi and Tripoli, where many oil
ports are based, and battles between rival militias in the capi-
tal Tripoli have pushed Libya deeper into chaos after two
weeks of the fiercest violence since the 2011 civil war ousted
Muammar Qaddafi.
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DUBAI BEGINS HUMANITARIAN AIRLIFT FOR UNRWA IN GAZA

DUBAI - As the number of casualties and injured
civilians rises in the Gaza Strip, aid agencies have
geared up for the emergency response and mobi-
lized relief supplies from the International Humani-
tarian City (IHC), in Dubai, United Arab Emirates.
These supplies have been donated to the UN Relief
and Works Agency (UNRWA) for thousands of
vulnerable displaced families in Gaza.
 Under the direction of HH Sheikh Mohammed
Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-President and Prime
Minister of UAE and Ruler of Dubai, a special air-
lift in support of displaced families in Gaza began
on Sunday from the Royal Wing in Dubai, where a
747 cargo took off carrying 115 metric tons of aid,
containing 45,000 mattresses, 10,000 blankets and
220 hygiene kits.  The plane landed at Marka Inter-
national Airport in Amman early on Monday, 21
July.
 "We are very grateful for the immediate reaction
and most generous response we received from
Dubai and all the IHC members to our call for
help", said Pierre Kr?henbühl, UNRWA Commis-
sioner-General, who added that "the Dubai airlift is
one of the best examples of how effective humani-
tarians can be when working together."
 In less than 24 hours, IHC coordinated participa-
tion of member organizations including the Office
of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR), the UN World Food Programme
(WFP)/UN Humanitarian Response Depot), the
UN Children's Fund, the International Federation
of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC)

and Emirates Red Crescent. The members planned
a joint logistics effort to ensure maximum effi-
ciency in delivering aid to 100,000 internally dis-
placed people amid deteriorating security condi-
tions in Gaza.
 Relief items included jerrycans, sleeping mats,
blankets, tarpaulins, hygiene kits and kitchen sets.
They were dispatched from IHC warehouses,
which hold supplies, as well as some of the largest

global stockpiles, for aid agencies including
UNHCR, WFP and IFRC, and then transferred to
the royal aircraft in the Dubai Air Wing. 
 In the coming days, more airlifts are scheduled
to arrive in Amman, from where UNRWA will
truck the aid into Gaza for distribution. UNRWA
plans to expand the scope of the donations to
include emergency food parcels as stocks of food
and other essential goods dwindle.
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Thousands take to NY streets to protest Israeli offensive in Gaza
New York- Curtis 
Skinner 
Saturday, 26 July 2014
Thousands of people
took to the streets of
New York City on Fri-
day evening to protest
Israel’s offensive in the
Gaza Strip and demand
an end to the violence
that has already killed
nearly 850 Palestinians.
 Police scrambled to
corral the demonstrators,
which officers estimated
numbered between
2,000 and 3,000, as they
flooded into the busy
streets around Times
Square.
 Waving Palestinian
flags and signs con-
demning Israel for the
offensive, many called
for an end to U.S. aid to
the country.
 “We’re trying to break
the siege and end the
killing in Palestine. We
just want them to live
like human beings,” said
Ramsey Jamal, 37, a
Palestinian-American

from Montgomery, New
York.
 On his shoulders sat
his 8-year-old son,
Moses, who carried a
placard reading: “Israel
I’m just a kid. Please
don’t kill me,” alongside

marks resembling a
child’s bloody hand-
prints.
 Israel began its offen-
sive earlier this month,
citing a surge in rocket
attacks launched from
Hamas militants in Gaza.

 The Palestinian death
toll in the Gaza Strip on
Friday climbed to 844,
most of them civilians.
Thirty-five Israeli sol-
diers and three civilians
have also died.
 On Friday, both sides

agreed to a 12-hour
humanitarian ceasefire
set to begin on Saturday
morning.
 In New York City, the
crowd marched through
the bustling evening
streets of Midtown Man-

hattan chanting “Free,
free Palestine!” and
“1,2,3,4, stop the killing,
stop the war!”
 It was unclear who
organized the protest,
which drew demonstra-
tors to the city from
miles away.
 Raya Karzoun, a 21-
year-old Palestinian-
American nursing stu-
dent, traveled from Mil-
ford, Connecticut, to join
in.
 She said her parents
fled the Gaza Strip dec-
ades ago after similar
Israeli attacks, and that
she was heartbroken
when she heard of the
most recent offensive.
 “We’re protesting to
free Gaza,” Karzoun
said, wearing a Palestin-
ian flag like a shawl.
“Even though I don’t live
in that country, the coun-
try lives in me.” 
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Over the News
U.S. casts lonely vote

against establishing war
crimes inquiry in Gaza

About Alex Kane

The U.S. has cast the sole vote against establishing an
investigation by the United Nations into war crimes
committed in Gaza.
 Yesterday, the United Nations Human Rights Council
voted 29-1, with 17 abstentions, to establish an inquiry.
The United States was the only no vote. The European
nations on the council all abstained.
 In a statement, the UN Human Rights Council said it
voted to “urgently dispatch an independent, international
commission of inquiry to investigate all violations” of
international law “in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,
including East Jerusalem, particularly in the occupied
Gaza Strip, in the context of the military operations con-
ducted since 13 June 2014.” 
 The UN’s top human rights official, Navi Pillay, said
that “there seems to be a strong possibility that interna-
tional law has been violated, in a manner that could
amount to war crimes.”
 The Israeli government immediately condemned the
vote. “The decision today by the UNHRC is a travesty
and should be rejected by decent people everywhere,”
the Israeli government said in a statement sent to jour-
nalists. “The predicable result will be the libeling of
Israel and even greater use of human shields in the
future by Hamas.”
 The Israeli news website YNet reported that officials
were contemplating whether or not to withdraw from the
UN Human Rights Council in response to the vote.
Israel has long decried the Human Rights Council’s
focus on Israel. Both the United States and Israel had
withdrawn from the council in recent years over its
focus on Israel, but had rejoined over the past two years.
 A key U.S. priority at the UN has been shielding
Israel from criticism of its human rights record. In 2009,
then U.S. ambassador to the UN Susan Rice said the
U.S. rejoined the Human Rights Council so she could, in
part, “fight against the anti-Israel crap.” And in 2013,
Rice told Reform Jews that a “huge part”‘ of her job was
defending Israel.

 Israeli assaults on Gaza inevitably draw the council to
establish inquiries.

 In 2009, the Human Rights Council’s decision to do
so lead to what became known as the Goldstone Report.
Respected South African Jewish jurist Richard Gold-
stone authored the comprehensive report which con-
demned Israel’s attack, saying it was designed to
“humiliate and terrorize a civilian population, radically
diminish its local economic capacity both to work and to
provide for itself, and to force upon it an ever increasing
sense of dependency and vulnerability.” The U.S. voiced
strong criticisms of the report and ensured that its find-
ings of Israeli war crimes would not come up for a vote
at the Security Council or be referred to an international
court.
 The impact of the Goldstone Report’s findings were
diminished after Goldstone himself recanted a key find-
ing of the report: that Israel deliberately targeted civil-
ians. The other three members of the inquiry sharply dis-
agreed with Goldstone’s recantation.
 Whether this report on Israel’s “Operation Protective
Edge” will attract the attention the Goldstone Report
received likely depends on who is chosen to lead the
authoring of the report. Goldstone was demonized after
his report was published.
 The UN Human Rights Council found that Israel’s
2012 assault on Gaza violated international law. They
also found that Palestinian militant groups violated the
law. But nothing substantive came from that report.
www.mondoweiss.net
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We are all Gaza

Are the US and
UK getting ner-
vous about what
Israel is doing in

Gaza?

Lindsey German 24 July 2014
Being lauded for moral focus and moral
clarity by Binyamin Netanyahu isn’t
exactly the sort of praise most people
would wish for. A bit like being taught
table manners by Jack the Ripper.
 But our new Foreign Secretary, Philip
Hammond, didn’t seem fazed by it. After
all, he had just blamed Hamas for what is
now going on in Gaza. At a press confer-
ence in Israel alongside Netanyahu, he
said:
 ‘Britain has also been very clear that
Israel has ire proposals.&rsquo
the right to defend itself and its citizens
but we are gravely concerned by the ongo-
ing heavy level of civilian casualties. We
want to see a ceasefire quickly agreed. We
welcomed the earlier ceasefire proposal by
Egypt. We are disappointed that Hamas
has once again apparently rejected cease-
fire proposals'
In other words, even Hammond and his hapless US counter-
part John Kerry are fairly nervous at the brutal attack on
Gaza and its consequences.
 When aid agencies are saying that one child is dying every
hour in Gaza, when schools are ‘legitimate targets’ of the
IDF, and when already more than 700 people have been
killed, it doesn’t look good to just say, ‘we’ve supplied these
people with weapons, we back them politically and finan-
cially, and they can do what they want’.
 Hence the call for a ceasefire. But it isn’t happening. And
guess what, that’s the fault of Hamas. Actually, Hamas is for
a ceasefire too but is saying, very reasonably, that this should
be accompanied by an end to the blockade which leaves
Gazans short of food, water, electricity…most of the essen-
tials of life.
 Hammond brings in the ceasefire proposal by Egypt. But
that upstanding figure of moral rectitude, General al-Sisi, is a
major opponent of Hamas, and overthrew the democratically
elected former president Morsi in a coup a year ago. Now,
despite his petty humiliations of Kerry and his imprisonment
of thousands, including recently al Jazeera journalists, we are
expected to see Sisi as some kind of international arbiter of
justice. It would be laughable if the people of Gaza were not
suffering so dreadfully.
 Israel is encountering more opposition in Gaza than it
expected, with more soldiers killed than in its last two opera-
tions in 2008-9 and 2012. It is facing a wave of revulsion and
protest around the world. But it is being supported by a cra-
ven and cowardly bunch of politicians and their media
friends.
 The protest movement and its daily demonstrations is the
main source of support for the people of Gaza. And it can be
said with certainty that it has more moral focus and clarity
than Philip Hammond and the rest of the cabinet put together.
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We are all Gaza

David Wilson 23 July
2014. 

If history is anything to go
by, Israel will not be held to
account for its violations of
international law and use of
horrific weapons in its
attack on Gaza.

A Guardian article on 20
July reported on the accusa-
tions by the Palestinian Cen-
tre for Human Rights that
the Israeli military are using
fletchette shells -- which
spray out thousands of tiny
and potentially lethal metal
darts -- against civilians in
Gaza.
 And evidence is growing
that it is not just flechettes
that are terrifying the
trapped people of this
ghetto. To which the Israel
Defence Forces (IDF)
responds that, "As a rule, the
IDF only employs weapons
that have been determined
lawful under international
law, and in a manner which
fully conforms with the laws
of armed conflict".
 International laws and
conventions have been con-
structed to decide how kill-
ing can take place. Rule
books for war define
whether you can use weapon
X, but not weapon Y - a sort
of thou-shalt-not-kill with Y
because it is an indecent
way to murder your enemy.
Here are four horrific weap-
ons, for which there is grow-
ing evidence of deployment
by Israel in its current inva-
sion of Gaza.

Flechettes
 Flechettes artillery or
rocket rounds contain thou-
sands of 4-cm feathered dart
needles that will penetrate
anything. These anti-
personnel weapons are deto-
nated in the air, spreading up
to 8000 metal darts over a
20-30 meter “kill zone”.

The effect is indiscriminate
death or wounding.

 The use of flechettes is
outlawed by the Hague Con-
ventions of 1899 and 1907

which forbid employing
“arms, projectiles or materi-
als calculated to cause
unnecessary suffering” and
by the 1949 Fourth Geneva
Convention.

White phosphorus 
White Phosphoros is a poi-
sonous, combustible non-
metal is referred to in the US
military as 'Shake 'n Bake'. It
ignites spontaneously, glows
in the dark and removes
oxygen from the air while
emitting highly toxic fumes.
The effect is death by
asphyxiation and/or by
inhaling poison.
 White phosphorus is out-
lawed under the 1925
Geneva Protocol which pro-
hibits “the use in war of
asphyxiating, poisonous or
other gases”, by Protocol III
of the 1980 Convention on
Certain Conventional Weap-
ons which “prohibits or
restricts the use of Incendi-
ary Weapons” and The Bat-
tle Book, published by the
US Command and General
Staff College states, “It is
against the law of land war-
fare to employ white phos-

phoros against personnel tar-
gets.”

Dense Inert Metal Explo-
sive (DIME) 
 DIMES are made from a
mixture of explosive materi-
als such as HMX, a colour-
less liquid chemical explo-
sive, and RDX, an explosive
nitroamine and small parti-
cles of chemically-inert
material such as tungsten.
Upon detonation, the casing
breaks open into extremely
small particles. It is meant to
limit the distance at which
the explosive causes dam-
age.
 The effect is horrific
wounds and severe biologi-
cal and carcinogenic ill-
nesses caused by the bomb's
micro-shrapnel. In 2009,
Italian scientists affiliated
with the New Weapons
Research Committee stated
that DIME wounds were
“untreatable” because the
powdered tungsten cannot
be surgically removed.

Depleted uranium (DU)
Depleted uranium is the
waste product produced

when uranium ore is
enriched. Because it is so
heavy, 1.7 times denser than
lead, a DU shell can punch
through buildings. On
impact, radioactive dust is
scattered.

The effect is death on imme-
diate impact or death years,
or generations, later. DU can
cause bowel diseases, kidney
failure, cancer and mutation
of chromosomes.

DU is outlawed by the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human
Rights, the Charter of the
United Nations, the Geno-
cide Convention, the Con-
vention Against Torture, the
Fourth Geneva Convention
of 1949; the Conventional
Weapons Convention of
1980 and by the Hague Con-
ventions of 1899 and 1907.

Murder on an industrial
scale
 Unsurprisingly, the Israeli
military is reluctant to speak
openly about their muni-
tions, but it has admitted that
flechettes were fired on the
village of Khuzaa, east of

Khan Younis, in Gaza. This,
says B'Tselem, an Israeli
human rights organisation, is
against international law,
one of the most fundamental
principles of which is the
obligation to distinguish
between those who are
involved and those who are
not involved in the fighting,
and to avoid to the extent
possible injury to those who
are not involved.
 For the same reason, the
white phosphorus that Israel
is alleged to have dropped
on the al-Shuja’iya and al-
Tuffah neighborhoods of
Gaza City is tantamount to a
war crime. Israel used white
phosphoros extensively in its
2008/9 Operation Cast Lead
invasion, as reported by
Human Rights Watch.
 Gaza's Al Shifa Hospital
has found evidence of DIME
wounds to civilians in the
current Israeli attack, and the
Al Ray Media Agency
claims proof of their use.
DU has been widely used in
Israeli shells and other
ammunition for many years.

All of these weapons are

being used against civilians
in Gaza, and not for the first
time. International conven-
tions, protocols and agree-
ments prohibit their use in
war zones. But the bombard-
ment of Gaza is not a war. It
is murder on an industrial
scale and, what is even
worse, an attempt at genera-
tional genocide. In the words
of the former Minister of
Internal Security and Shin
Bet director, Avi Dichter:
"Gaza should be wiped clean
with bombs."

On 23 July, the United
Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights Navi Pil-
lay said, "Israel's military
actions in Gaza could
amount to war crimes. There
seems to be a strong possi-
bility that international law
has been violated."
 On 23 July 2014, the UN
Human Rights Council voted
to launch an inquiry into
potential violations of human
rights by Israel. The coun-
cil’s inquiry would investi-
gate “all violations of inter-
national human rights law
and international humanitar-
ian law” in Palestinian areas.
 The resolution was drafted
by Palestine, and supported
by 29 of the 46-member
council. The US voted
against the resolution, while
European countries
abstained. Benjamin Netan-
yahu dismissed the UNHRC
inquiry as a “travesty”.
 If history is anything to go
by, Israel will not be held to
account for these crimes, any
more than it has in the past,
and it will continue to use
with impunity the terrifying
weapons described above, in
its endless war on Palestin-
ians and occupation of their
land.

David Wilson can be con-
tacted through his website:

www.davidwilson.org.uk

Source: Stop the War Coali-
tion

The terror weapons Israel is using in
its war crimes against civilians in Gaza
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LONDON - Emirates will
stop flying over Iraq due
to concerns over jihadist
missile attacks following
the MH17 air disaster in
Ukraine, the airline's pres-
ident Tim Clark told The
Times on Monday 7-28-
2014.
 Almost 300 people
aboard Malaysia Airlines
flight MH17 died when it
came down in eastern
Ukraine nearly two weeks
ago, with Washington and
Europe claiming it was
shot down by a Russian-
made surface-to-air mis-
sile fired by pro-Moscow
militants.
 "This is a political ani-
mal but... the fact of the
matter is MH17 changed
everything, and that was
very nearly in European
airspace," Clark told The
Times in an interview
published on Monday.
 "We cannot continue to
say, 'Well it's a political
thing'. We have to do
something. We have to
take the bull by the
horns," added the British
president of the Dubai-
based carrier.
 Clark predicted other
carriers would also decide

to stop flying over Iraq, as
the global airline industry
reviews the risk of over-
flying combat zones.
Malaysia Airlines flight
MH17, a Boeing 777 air-
craft, was flying from
Amsterdam to Kuala Lum-
pur with 298 people
aboard on July 17 when it
was downed close to the

village of Grabove, in the
rebellion-wracked region
of Donetsk in east
Ukraine.
 "The horrors that this
created was a kick in the
solar plexus for all of us,"
Clark told the daily paper.
 "Nevertheless having
got through it we must
take stock and deal with

it."
 On Sunday meanwhile,
the commercial director of
Malaysia Airlines called
for a complete overhaul of
the way flight paths are
deemed safe following the
plane's downing by a sus-
pected missile.
 Writing in the Sunday
Telegraph, Hugh Dunleavy
said the disaster would
have "an unprecedented
impact on the aviation
industry", claiming that
airlines can no longer
depend on aviation author-
ities for reliable informa-
tion about flying over con-
flict zones.
 "For too long, airlines
have been shouldering the
responsibility for making
decisions about what con-
stitutes a safe flight path,
over areas in political tur-
moil around the world," he
wrote.
 "We are not intelligence
agencies, but airlines,
charged with carrying pas-
sengers in comfort

Emirates airline to avoid flying over Iraq
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loved each other very much.
But, as previously men-
tioned, while she was study-
ing Islam, her husband mis-
understood her apparent
changes and they separated.
 She could not explain to
him what was happening.
"There was no way to make
him understand what was
changing me because I did
not know." Eventually he
asked her to leave and she
started living separately.
 After she openly accepted
Islam, it went worse. A
divorce was now inevitable.
This was a time when Islam
was little known, much less
understood for what it is.
 She had two little chil-
dren whom she loved dearly
and whose custody should
have rightfully be given to
her. But in a grave violation
of justice, she was denied
their custody just because
she became a Muslim.
Before giving the formal
verdict, the judge offered
her a harsh choice: either
renounce Islam and get cus-
tody of the children, or keep
Islam and leave the chil-
dren. She was given 20 min-
utes to make a decision.
 She loved her children
very dearly. It is perhaps the
worst nightmare that a
mother can have: asked to
willfully leave her child —
not for one day, month, or
year, but forever. On the
other hand, how could she
keep the truth away from
her children and live as a
hypocrite?
 "It was the most painful
20 minutes in my life", she
said in an interview. Those
of us who are mothers and
fathers, especially of young
children, little imagination
is needed to feel the pain
and torment that she must
have passed every second in
those 20 minutes. What
added further to her pain
was that according to doc-
tors, she could never bear
another child because of
certain complications.
 "I prayed like I had never
done before. I knew that
there was no safer place for
my children to be than in the
hands of Allah (God). If I
denied Him, there would be
no way in the future to show
my children the wonders of
being with Allah."
 She decided to retain
Islam. Her two dear children
– one little boy and one little
girl – were taken away from
her and given to her ex-
husband.
 For a mother, is there a
sacrifice greater than this –
a sacrifice that is done for
no material reason but only
for faith and conviction?
 "I left the court knowing
that life without my babies
would be very difficult. My
heart bled, even though I
knew, inside, I had done the
right thing." She found com-
fort in the following verses
of the Quran:
 [God: there is no god but

Him, the Ever Living, the
Ever Watchful. Neither
slumber nor sleep overtakes
Him. All that is in the heav-
ens and in the earth belongs
to Him. Who is there that
can intercede with Him
except by His leave? He
knows what is before them
and what is behind them, but
they do not comprehend any
of His knowledge except
what He wills. His throne
extends over the heavens
and the earth; it does not
weary Him to preserve them
both. He is the Most High,
the Tremendous.](Al-
Baqarah2: 255)

Help of Allah Is Always
Near!

[Do you suppose that you
will enter the Garden
(Paradise) without first hav-
ing suffered like those
before you? They were
afflicted by misfortune and
hardship, and they were so
shaken that even [their]
messenger and the believers
with him cried, ‘When will
God’s help arrive?’ Truly,
God’s help is near.] (Al-
Baqarah2: 214)
 Perhaps the air of Colo-
rado was too thin for justice.
Or perhaps there was a plan
in Allah's greater scheme of
affairs. Aminah Assilimi
later fought back and took
her case to the media.
 Although she did not get
custody of her children
again, a change was made in
the Colorado law that one
cannot be denied child cus-
tody on the basis of his or
her religion.
 Indeed Allah's love and
mercy engulfed her so much
that it was as if she has been
granted the touchstone of
Islam. Wherever she goes,
people are touched by her
beautiful words and Islamic
manners and become Mus-
lim.
 By accepting Islam, she
became a changed person,
and a much better person.
So much so that her family,
relatives, and people around
her started appreciating her
mannerism and the faith that
brought about such changes
in her.
 Despite her family's ini-
tial reaction, she remained in
touch with them and
addressed them with respect
and humility, just as the
Quran enjoins the Muslims
to do. She would send cards
to her parents on different
occasions, but she would
always write down a verse
from the Quran or the
Hadith (a saying of Prophet
Muhammad) without men-
tioning the source of such
beautiful words of wisdom.
It was not long before she
started making a positive

influence among her family
members.
 The first to become Mus-
lim was her grand-mother.
She was over 100 years old.
Soon after accepting Islam,
she died. "The day she pro-
nounced Shahadah (the testi-
mony of faith), all her mis-
deeds had been erased,
while her good deeds were
preserved. She died so soon
after accepting Islam that I
knew her book was bound to
be heavy on the good side. It
fills me with such a joy!"
 Next to become Muslim
was her father, the one who
wanted to kill her after she
became Muslim. Thus, he
brought alive the story of
Umar ibn al-Khattab. Umar
was a Companion of the
Prophet who persecuted the
early Muslims before he
converted to Islam. When he
heard one day that his sister
became a Muslim, he went
out with an open sword to
kill her. But upon hearing
some of the verses from the
Quran that his sister was
reciting, he recognized the
truth and went straight to
Prophet Muhammad and
accepted Islam.
 Two years after Assilmi
accepted Islam, her mother
called and said that she
appreciated her faith and
hoped that she would keep
it. A couple of years later,
she called again and asked
her about what one would
need to do to become a
Muslim. Assilmi replied that
one had to believe that there
is only One God and
Muhammad was his Mes-

senger. "Any fool knows
that. But what do you have
to do?", she asked again.
She replied that if that is
what she believed, then she
was already a Muslim! At
this, her mother said,
"Well…OK. But let's not tell
your father just yet".
She was not aware that her
husband (Assilmi's step-
father) had had the same
conversation with her a few
weeks earlier. Thus, the two
lived together as Muslims
for years in secret without
knowing that the other was
also a Muslim.
 Her sister who wanted to
put her in a mental institu-
tion accepted Islam as well.
She must have realized that
becoming Muslim is indeed
the most healthy and sound
thing to do.
 Her son, upon becoming
adult, accepted Islam. When
he turned 21, he called her
and said that he wanted to
become a Muslim.
Sixteen years after the
divorce, her ex-husband also
accepted Islam. He said that
he had been watching her
for sixteen years and wanted
his daughter to have the
same religion that she had.
He came to her and apolo-
gized for what he had done.
He was a very nice gentle-
man and Assilimi had for-
given him long ago.
 Perhaps the greatest
reward for her was yet to
come. Assilmi later married
another person, and despite
the doctors' verdict that she
could never conceive
another child, Allah blessed

her with a beautiful boy. If
Allah Almighty makes a gift
to someone, who can pre-
vent Him? It was truly a
wonderful blessing from
Allah, and so she named
him "Barakah" (blessing).

Radiating With Allah's
Love
 The sacrifice that Assilmi
made for the sake of Allah
(God) was tremendous. And
so Allah turned in mercy to
her and rewarded her with
enormous blessings. Her
family discarded her after
she accepted Islam, and now
by Allah's mercy, most of
them are Muslim. She lost
her friends because of Islam,
and now she is being loved
by so many. "Friends who
loved came out of nowhere",
she said. Allah's blessings
came upon her so much that
wherever she goes people
are touched by the beauty of
Islam and accept the Truth.
Both Muslims and non-
Muslims now used to come
to her for advice and coun-
seling.
 She lost her job because
of wearing hijab, and later
she became the President of
the International Union of
Muslim Women. She deliv-
ered lectures nationwide and
was in high demand. It was
her organization that suc-
cessfully lobbied for the
"Eid Stamp" and had it
approved by the United
States Postal Service, but it
took many years of work.
She  was working on mak-
ing the Eid Day as a national
holiday.

 She has tremendous trust
in Allah's love and mercy
and she never looses faith in
Him. She was once diag-
nosed with cancer some
years ago. Doctors said that
it was in an advanced stage
and that she would live for
another year. But her faith in
Allah remained strong. "We
must all die. I was confident
that the pain I was experi-
encing contained blessings."
 As a brilliant example of
how much one can love
Allah, she mentions about a
friend of her named Kareem
Al-Misawi who died of can-
cer when he was in his 20s:
 "Shortly before he died,
he told me that Allah was
truly Merciful. This man was
in unbelievable anguish and
was radiating with Allah's
love. He said: "Allah intends
that I should enter heaven
with a clean book." His
death experience gave me
something to think about. He
taught me of Allah's love and
mercy."
 All praise is due to Allah,
she continues to live in good
health. She now thinks that
having cancer was the great-
est blessing that she ever
had.
 Assilmi's is a story of faith
and conviction. It is a story
of test and tribulation and
success. It is a story of tri-
umphant victory of faith. It
is a story of inspiration for
the rest of us, and it is a story
of confidence and reliance
on Allah. It is a story of
Allah's love and mercy, and
it is a story of Allah's prom-
ise coming true. "True, Allah
has tested me as was prom-
ised, and rewarded me far
beyond what I could have
ever hoped for".
 May Almighty Allah
shower His love, mercy, and
blessings on the soul of this
wonderful Muslimah. May
Allah benefit more and more
people by her story and
example, and turn their
hearts to the Message of
Truth, and to His love and
mercy.

The story is based on the
following works:
 Assilmi, Aminah. Choos-
ing Islam (The Introduction
and Decision). Scripps
Howard News Service: For-
mer Baptist Explains why
she is now a Muslim, Nov 1,
1997
 Assilmi, Aminah. Getting
to Know Allah Through
Nature (video).
Welcome Back, a radio inter-
view of Aminah Assilmi by
Islamic Foundation of Amer-
ica, August, 2001.
Veil is Not Oppressive. The
Post.Ohio University Student
Newspaper. Oct 25, 1995.

In Memory of Aminah Assilmi
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Religion & life

Aminah Assilmi is a
renowned female scholar of
Islam and the director of the
International Union of Mus-
lim Women. Sadly, sister
Aminah died in a car acci-
dent near Newport, TN.
after 3 AM March 5th 2010,
returning from a speech in
New York, at the age of 65.
Muslim for 33 years, she
gained international respect
as a speaker, author and
advocate for Islam and
women's rights. 
In the memory of the
renowned female activist we
are presenting her personal
story which has always
impressed and inspired hun-
dreds of individuals
throughout her life and will
continue to be a source of
inspiration and encourage-
ment to all truth-seekers
until the end of time. May
Allah (God) have mercy on
her soul.

Aminah Assilmi's First
Steps

It all started with a com-
puter glitch. She was a
Southern Baptist girl, a radi-
cal feminist, and a broadcast
journalist. She was a girl
with an unusual caliber, who
excelled in school, received
scholarships, ran her own
business, and was compet-
ing with professionals and
getting awards — all these
while she was going to col-
lege. Then one day a com-
puter error happened that
made her take up a mission
as a devout Christian. Even-
tually, however, it resulted
into something opposite and
changed her life completely
around.
 It was 1975 when for the
first time computer was
used to pre-register for a
class in her college. She was
working on her degree on
Recreation. She pre-
registered for a class and
then went to Oklahoma City
to take care of a business.
Her return was delayed and
she came back to college
two weeks into the class.
Making up the missed work
was no problem for her, but
she was surprised to find
that the computer mista-
kenly registered her for a
Theatre class, a class where
students would be required
to perform in front of others.
 She was a very reticent

girl and she was horrified to
think about performing in
front of others. She could
not drop the class for it was
too late to do so. Failing the
class was also not a choice,
for she was receiving a
scholarship that was paying
for her tuition and receiving
an 'F' would have jeopard-
ized it.
 Advised by her husband,
she went to her teacher to
work out some other alterna-
tive to performing, such as
preparing costumes, etc.
Assured by the teacher that
he would try to help her, she
went to the next class and
was shocked by what she
saw.
 The class was full of
Arabs and "camel jockeys".
That was enough for her.
She came back home and
decided not to go back to the
class anymore. It was not
possible for her to be in the
middle of Arabs. "There was
no way I was going to sit in
a room full of dirty heath-
ens!"
 Her husband was calm as
usual. He pointed out to her
that God has a reason for
everything and that she
should think about it more
before quitting. Besides,
there was the scholarship
that was paying her tuition.
She went behind locked
doors for two days to think
about it. When she came
out, she decided to continue
the class. She felt that God
had given her a task to con-
vert the Arabs into Chris-
tianity.
 Thus, she found herself
with a mission to accom-
plish. Throughout the class,
she would be discussing
Christianity with her Arab
classmates. "I proceeded to
explain to them how they
would burn in the fires of
hell for all eternity if they
did not accept Jesus as their
personal savior. They were
very polite, but did not con-
vert. Then, I explained how
Jesus loved them and had
died on the cross to save
them from their sins.
 All they had to do was
accept him into their hearts."
They still did not convert,
and so she decided to do
something else: "I decided
to read their own book to
show them that Islam was a
false religion and Muham-
mad was a false God".
 At her request, one stu-
dent gave her a copy of the

Quran and another book on
Islam. With these two books
she started her research,
which she was to continue
for the next one and half
years.
 She read the Quran fully
and another fifteen books on
Islam. Then she came back
to the Quran and re-read it.
 During her research, she
started taking notes that she
found objectionable and
which she would be able to
use to prove that Islam was
a false religion.
 Unconsciously, however,
she was changing from
within which did not escape
the attention of her husband.
"I was changing, just in lit-
tle ways but enough to
bother him. We used to go
to the bar every Friday and
Saturday, or to a party, and I
no longer wanted to go. I
was quieter and more dis-
tant."
 She stopped drinking and
eating pork. Her husband
suspected her of having an
affair with another man, for
"it was only for a man that a
woman changes". Ulti-
mately, she was asked to
leave, and she soon found
herself living in a separate
apartment.

Watching A Rose Open -

Petal By Petal
 Throughout these times,
she continued studying
Islam and although she was
changing subtly from
within, she remained a
devout Christian.
 Then one day, there was a
knock on her door. It was a
man in a traditional Muslim
robe, who appeared to her as
a "man in a long white night
gown with a red and white
checkered table cloth on his
head". His name was Abdul-
Aziz Al-Sheik and he was
accompanied by three other
men in similar dress. She
was very offended by Mus-
lim men coming to her in
nightgowns and pajamas.
 She was further shocked
when Abdul-Aziz told her
that he understood that she
wanted to be a Muslim. She
replied that she was a Chris-
tian and she did not have
any plan to become a Mus-
lim. However, she had some
questions to ask if they had
the time.
 At her invitation, they
came inside. She now
brought up the questions and
objections that she noted
down while she was
researching. "I will never
forget his name", she said of
Abdul-Aziz who proved to
be a very patient and soft-

mannered person.  "He
was very patient and dis-
cussed every question with
me. He never made me feel
silly or that a question was
stupid."
 Abdul-Aziz listened to
every question and objection
and explained it within the
proper context. "He
explained that Allah (God)
had told us to seek knowl-
edge and questions were one
of the ways to accomplish
that.
 When he explained some-
thing, it was like watching a
rose open — petal by petal,
until it reached its full glory.
When I told him that I did
not agree with something
and why, he always said I
was correct up to a point.
Then he would show me
how to look deeper and from
different directions to reach
a fuller understanding."
 It would not be long
before she would externally
submit to what she had
already been submitting to
internally during the last one
and half years. Later in that
same day, this southern Bap-
tist girl would declare in
front of Abdul-Aziz and his
companions: "I bear witness
that there is no god but
Allah (God) and Muham-
mad is His Messenger." It

was May 21, 1977.

A Sacrifice for Faith &
Conviction
 Conversion to Islam, or to
any other religion for that
matter, is not always a sim-
ple thing to do. Except for a
few fortunate ones, a new
Muslim usually faces tough
consequences.
 The convert may face iso-
lation from family and
friends, if not pressure to go
back to the family faith.
Sometimes, a convert may
even face sever economic
hardship, as in the case of
those who are asked to leave
the house because of con-
verting to Islam.
 Some converts are fortu-
nate to continue to be well
respected by family and
friends, but most of them
face minor to severe hard-
ship especially during the
first few years after the con-
version.
 But the difficulty that
Aminah Assilimi had to go
through and the sacrifice that
she had to make for the sake
of her conviction and faith is
almost unheard of. There are
few who could rely so much
on Allah (God) as she did,
standing firm and meeting
the challenges, making sacri-
fices, and yet maintaining a
positive posture and influ-
encing people around with
the beauty of what she found
and believed in.
 She lost most of her
friends, for she was "no fun
anymore".
 Her mother did not accept
her becoming a Muslim and
hoped that it was a tempo-
rary zeal and that she would
soon grow out of it.
 Her "mental health expert"
sister thought that she lost
her mind. She attempted to
put her in a mental health
institution.
 Her father was a calm and
wise man. People would
come to him for advice and
he could comfort anyone in
distress. But when he heard
that his daughter became a
Muslim, he loaded his dou-
ble-barrel shotgun and
started on his way to kill her.
"It is better that she be dead
rather than suffering in the
deepest of Hell", he said.
 She was now without
friends and without family.
 She soon started wearing
hijab. The day she put it on,
she was denied her job. She
was now without family,
friends, and job. But her 
greatest sacrifice was yet to
come.
 She and her husband both

In Memory of Aminah Assilmi
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page that the IDF,
The Israeli Defense
Force be transformed
Into an army of aveng-
ers,
“Which will not stop at
300 Philistine fore-
skins”
And, thus incited by a
fascistic atavism,
Israeli Jews go on the
rampage
Looking to beat any
Arab they encounter.
On July 2nd, 2014,
A young man in Gaza,
Muhammad Abu-
Khdeir,
A 16-year old boy with
a knowing, elfin smile
Is pulled into a car
And kidnapped in East
Jerusalem
On the way back from
the mosque.
He is tied and beaten;
He has gasoline poured
into his mouth
And he is burned alive.
His body is found in the
Jerusalem Forest;
Battered in the head
And with soot deposits
in the lungs
Suggesting he still
breathed
When set on fire.
Ninety per cent of his
body is burned.
Another victim of
Israel’s slow motion
genocide –
A holocaust which, this
time,
Is being financed and
uncritically supported
By ‘the good guys’,
By the internationally
great and the good,
By a chorus of the com-
pliant who ritually pipe
up
To defend Israel’s right
to defend itself –
To defend the indefensi-
ble.
- Heathcote Williams is
an English poet, actor
and award-winning
playwright. He contrib-
uted this poem to Pales-
tineChronicle.com.

Notes:
(1) Tom Segev, One
Palestine, Complete:
Jews and Arabs Under
the British Mandate,
Metropolitan Books,
1999, p. 407

That his religion her-
alded a new Master
Race) –
Has a devoted and
powerful acolyte, Rabbi
Manis Friedman,
Who declares that the
“only way to fight a
moral war”
Is to “destroy the
Arabs’ holy sites” and
“to kill them.”
To “kill men, women
and children”, and to
eliminate anyone
Who stands in the way
of a Greater Israel,
Friedman embraces
Israel’s ruthless colo-
nizing power
With an Old Testament
ferocity
And with what Christo-
pher Hitchens has
called,
“The root of religious
evil.”
Forty-two streets in
Israel
Have been named after
armed cuckoos –
Murderous Israeli cuck-
oos
Evicting indigenous
birds
From the Palestinian
nest,
And then killing them.
Enflamed whenever
Palestinians fight back
With an increasing des-
peration
And despite over-
whelming odds
To regain their ances-
tral land,
Israelis chant “Death to
the Arabs”
“A Jew is a brother, an
Arab is a bastard,”
The Israeli lawmaker,
Ayelet Shaked, calls
For the genocide of
Palestinians on Face-
book
And advocates “the
slaughter of Palestinian
mothers
Who give birth to ‘little
snakes,’”
Two Israeli girls hold
up a banner
“Hating Arabs is not
racism, it’s values!”
The Rabbi Noam Perel,
head of Bnei Akiva
The world’s largest
religious-Zionist youth
organization,
Urges on his Facebook

choice”
Against the Palestin-
ians.
To carry out a series of
carpet bombings
Of Palestinian popula-
tion centers in Gaza
He urges the
“indiscriminate killing
of civilians”.
On religious grounds.
Amen
The Chabad Lubavitch
Rabbi Schneerson,
A self proclaimed Mes-
siah
Whose followers await
his return from the
dead,
(As if the Rabbi hadn’t
preached
Enough when alive by
his making the claim

Amen
It is ironic that Jabotin-
sky used Hitler
As a precedent for the
Palestinians’ “transfer”
Since forcible expul-
sion
Was among the charges
against Adolf Eich-
mann –
One of the architects of
the Nazi Holocaust
Captured in Argentina,
and tried and hanged in
Israel.
Undeterred, the former
chief rabbi,
Mordechai Elyahu, has
urged Israel,
Its army and its govern-
ment
To “employ the Nazi

kov Yosef.
Amen
Here is Ze’ev Jabotin-
sky, admirer of Musso-
lini
And the godfather of
Zionist militarism,
Justifying
“transferring” the Pal-
estinian people
From their homes in
1940:
“The world has become
accustomed to the idea
Of mass migrations and
has become fond of
them.”
Jabotinsky adds,
“Hitler— as odious as
he is to us—
Has given this idea a
good name in the
world.” (1)

By Heathcote William

An old man holds a
placard that reads,
“You take my water,
burn my olive trees,
Destroy my house, take
my job, steal my land,
Imprison my father, kill
my mother,
Bombard my country,
starve us all,
Humiliate us all, but I
am to blame:
I shot a rocket back.”
Here are some ungodly
chants
From the Zionist Book
of Psalms
Which are used to jus-
tify
Laying waste to a
whole country
And to its inhabitants:
“We must blow Gaza
back to the Middle
Ages
Destroying all the
infrastructure including
roads and water”
Eli Yishai, former Dep-
uty Prime Minister.
Amen
“There should be no
electricity in Gaza,
No gasoline or moving
vehicles, nothing. …
We need to flatten
entire neighborhoods
… flatten all of Gaza”
Israeli journalist Gilad
Sharon in the Jerusalem
Post.
Amen
“There are no innocents
in Gaza. Mow them
down …
Kill the Gazans without
thought or mercy.”
Michael Ben-Ari, a
member of the Knesset.
Amen
Gaza should be
“bombed so hard the
population
Has to flee into Egypt”
Israel Katz, a Minister
of Transportation.
Amen
Gaza should be “wiped
clean with bombs”,
Avi Dichter, a Minister
of Home Front
Defense.
Amen
Israeli soldiers must
“learn from the Syrians
How to slaughter the
enemy”,
The Israeli Rabbi Yaa-

An Old Man and a Young Man in Gaza – A Poem
In defense of Gaza

Palestinian children from Gaza were killed by Israeli forces
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John Ashbery (1927)*  
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In Memory of 
Mahmoud Darwish

By Saifedean Ammous

For me, the most memorable of Darwish’s work will always
remain his seminal poem, ‘Madeeh al-Thill al-’Aaly’ (In
Praise of the High Shadow). The poem was written on the
deck of one of the ships carrying Darwish, along with thou-
sands of Palestinian fighters, from Beirut to Tunisia after
Israel’s barbaric destruction of Lebanon in 1982. Darwish
recounts the daily realities of living under shelling and under
siege in Beirut, the deafening silence of the rest of the world
towards the plight of the Palestinians and Lebanese, and the
harrowing details of the Sabra and Shatila massacre. Acer-
bic, witty and powerful, Darwish skewers everyone from the
Israeli government murdering civilians while pretending to
be the victim (‘You stole our tears, wolf’), to the American
government (‘The Plague’) giving every child a cluster
bomb toy as a gift, to the Arab governments (‘the bastard
nations’). Yet through it all, and as dark as the plight
becomes, Darwish never loses sight of the humanism at the
heart of his cause and at the heart of the Palestinian struggle.
He continuously disparages nationalism and mocks its silli-
ness. The ending of the poem, in particular, serves as a sort
of Palestinian anti-Zionist humanist manifesto. In it, Dar-
wish addresses the Palestinian fighter with powerful rhetori-
cal questions, asking him about the true nature of his cause,
and what he is really after. Mocking the trappings of nation-
alism and statehood, Darwish – in no uncertain terms –
asserts that the cause has always been about humans, about
freedom from oppression, about the revolution against per-
secution, about the ideals of liberty, and not about national-
ism and the toys of statehood.

In Praise of the High Shadow

It is for you to be, or not to be,
It is for you to create, or not to create.
All existential questions, behind your shadow, are a farce,
And the universe is your small notebook, and you are its
creator.
So write in it the paradise of genesis,
Or do not write it,
You, you are the question.
What do you want?
As you march from a legend, to a legend?
A flag?
What good have flags ever done?
Have they ever protected a city from the shrapnel of a
bomb?
What do you want?
A newspaper?
Would the papers ever hatch a bird, or weave a grain?
What do you want?
Police?
Do the police know where the small earth will get impreg-
nated from the coming winds?
What do you want?
Sovereignty over ashes?

You are the master of the
ember,
The master of the flame.
How large the revolution,
How narrow the journey,
How grand the idea,
How small the state!

An excerpt from the poem
by Mahmoud Darwish
Translated by Saifedean
Ammous

Shrugging off the big cit-
ies, and the drawn sky,
And building an earth
under your hand’s palm –
a tent, an idea, or a grain.
So head to Golgotha,
And climb with me,
To return to the homeless
soul its beginning.
What do you want?
For you are the master of
our soul,
The master of our ever-
changing existence.

And leave,
Poor, like a prayer,
Barefoot, like a river in
the path of rocks,
And delayed, like a clove.
You, you are the question.
So leave to yourself,
For you are larger than
people’s countries,
Larger than the space of
the guillotine.
So leave to yourself,
Resigned to the wisdom of
your heart,

While you are the master
of our soul; the master of
our ever-changing exis-
tence?
So leave,
For the place is not yours,
nor are the garbage
thrones.
You are the freedom of
creation,
You are the creator of the
roads,
And you are the anti-
thesis of this era.

2008  -  1941
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U.S. artist Warhol's soup cans seen
in personal light at Turkish show

Ayla Jean Yackley, Istanbul

A show of Andy Warhol's most evocative and familiar images at Istanbul's Pera Museum por-
trays the pop art great in a very personal light.
Opened by his nephew James Warhola, "Andy Warhol: Pop Art for Everyone", exhibits 87 of the
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania-born artist's works, including favorites like "Campbell's Soup," first
created in 1962 and revisited over the years. 
"As family, we saw him working on the early soup cans," Warhola, 59, said in an interview at the
show's press viewing. 
"We didn't understand what it meant, because we were just country people from Pittsburgh, but
we knew it was important. 
"It all started with the soup cans." 
Ten soup can prints occupy an entire wall in the first gallery room at the Pera, the floor of which
is dominated by massive pink metal letters spelling out the artist's name.
Warhol's career began as a graphic designer in advertising, and he was fascinated by the aesthet-
ics of mass culture. 
That flew in the face of the American art establishment of the time, and Warhol created much
controversy before winning his place as one of the most important figures of art in the second
half of the 20th Century. 
Twenty-seven years after his death, he is often exhibited, with two New York shows this past
spring.
He's also one of the top-selling. A silkscreen painting from his "fright wig" self-portraits from the
1980s sold for more than $30 million in June.
"In the years since his death, there have been so many shows, like every year, and in every major
city in the world. He never showed this much in his lifetime," Warhola said. 
"He was a famous illustrator, then a Pop artist, but at the time of his death he wasn't considered
as important as he's become today."

Art for the masses

The pieces in the Pera show are on loan from the Zoya Museum in Modra, Slovakia, the country
of his parents' birth. The Zoya claims the largest Warhol collection in central Europe.
"Pop Art for Everyone," running through July 20, offers a rare chance for outside audiences to
see late-career series all in one show, such as "Endangered Species" from 1983, which depicts
animals in Warhol's characteristic lurid colors with off-register line drawings, and the more som-
bre "Ten Portraits of Jews of the 20th Century," from 1980.
"He did a lot of series in his last decade at a time when his work was no longer considered that
much of a breakthrough," said Warhola. "Now in recent years, we see these in a historical 
view and realise he was still breaking ground in the '80s."
The Pera Museum, which opened in 2005, has helped bring work by history's best-known artists
to Istanbul, once a backwater on the exhibition circuit. In the spring it hosted rare ceramics and
engravings from another 20th-century master, Picasso. 
At its latest show, the Pera highlights, as the most striking aspect, Warhol's bold use of color.
Set against neon-painted walls, garish portraits of Hollywood's John Wayne and Vladimir Lenin
adorn the walls. 
A portfolio of 10 works from "Flowers" also prove what an expert colourist Uncle Andy, as
Warhola calls him, was. 
Warhol dropped the "a" from his surname after finishing college and moving to New York "just
because it was easier to say," said Warhola, an accomplished children's book illustrator who
began drawing after seeing his uncle's fanciful designs for shoe advertisements.
Warhola offered a link between Istanbul and Warhol, who was raised in the Byzantine Catholic
faith and found early inspiration in the gold-emblazoned icons adorning St. John Chrysostom
Church in Pittsburgh.
"My uncle's interest in gold started in his illustration work from the 50s, and it led up through his
pop art. It was from the icons that he used to see at church as a boy. He would stare at these won-
derfully stylised figures from Byzantine art. 
"In a way, it completes a circle to have his art end up back here in (the former Byzantine capital
of) Istanbul shown in such a beautiful manner at this museum," he said.
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Theater

artistic director of Salaam Arts, a non profit she formed to aid
religious tolerance and a resident playwright at Chicago Dram-
atists. Premiering for the world at Chicago’s 16th Street thea-
tre in 2009, for the first time the play is now available in writ-
ten form, so performers can perform it on their own.
 A group of middle school aged girl scouts from Virginia
brave the cold to watch the play. After the performance, they
wait in line to get Malik’s autograph. Samia and Iman are
empowered by Malik’s message of standing up for one’s
beliefs.” It touched me; it was about the hijab, and how you
stand up for yourself instead of holding back,” expresses
Samia. Muslims bullied for 9/11 resonates with Iman, Malik’s
performance of people’s reactions gave her perspective.
Others, like Tala, were impressed with Malik’s ability to
“express what she thought from different points of view”. She
played the abused and the abusers in the same scene and that
was interesting to Nur.
Sharp Shabana, the rapper with her British accent is a favorite
amongst the girls.
 On a personal note, I took my daughters to see the play, so
they could witness what their mother and countless other sis-
ters experienced and are still experiencing after 9/11 so they
don't take their Islam and their right to practice their deen for
granted.  Malik didn’t let me down as a Muslim woman; she
was uplifting, mature and emphatic. This play should be
shown to every Islamic school, Muslims Student Association,
community center audience, sponsored by Muslim organiza-
tions in a theatre, because it is American Muslim history dra-
matized.

cational for others.
Drawing from her
own experiences,
imagination and as
well as women in
the many commu-
nities that formed
her upbringing,
Rohina Malik is a
Pakistani-
American play-
wright from Chi-

cago, born and raised in London. Married, with four children
she travels around the country to schools, universities and
theatres to perform Unveiled; motivated by the rising hate
crimes against Muslims, Sikhs, Hindus and her personal expo-
sure with aggression. After Sept. 11, at her best friend’s wed-
ding, she was accosted by a man who disparaged her on her
appearance; her attire morphing her into the enemy, the terror-
ist- something we can all relate to.
 The diversity of women are presented as an antidote for the
stereotype. “A hate crime never begins with violence, it has to
begin with an atmosphere, degrading language and stereo-
types, if we don't challenge it then the end result can be
deadly,” says Malik in a post-performance discussion, setting a
stage where people can come together. Many go back to their
churches, masajid, synagogues and form an interfaith groups,
she shares. “The main message is get to know me; that’s how
we can rid of large stereotypes,”declares Malik, who is also the

By : Hena zuberi -  A one-woman play, rapping, Unveiled- it
sounds borderline ‘blasphemous’, but what a wonderful pro-
duction. Showing at the Theatre Project in Baltimore, Muslim
mothers, teachers, even Girl Scout troop leaders gather their
girls to share the bitter after taste of vignettes from Muslim
women lives post 9/11 with a diverse audience. The stories
resonate, American- Muslim history is on display and tears roll
down cheeks invoking emotions that many have suppressed
but were brewing, deep in hearts. Like soothing chamomile
tea, that calms, but is mildly sour and often fruity on the way
up and bitter on the way down.
 Malik’s dialogues are plucked right from the mouths in
Muslim living rooms, tea parties and Islamic center multi-
purpose rooms: hate crimes, inter-racial marriages, colorism,
convert/revert dilemmas, civil rights and the many dramas and
pressures that come with being an veiled or unveiled woman
and the obsession of mainstream media with the portrayal of
hijab. A minimalist stage is set with a simple table a teapot and
tea cups. A spotlight shines on the chair.
 Chai, Shai, lemony cups of the magic potion is shared
between the audience and Malik’s characters. A Pakistani
designer, a Moroccan-American lawyer, a British South Asian
rapper a Southern African American grandma, and an Arab-
American restaurateur are the women in Rohina Malik’s one
woman show. In one scene, Malik is Noor, a crime survivor,
serving Shai bin Naui Naui and is Mama, Baba, and Joe, too.
Switching characters and accents within a scene, every scene,
provocative, rich with Muslim-isms, and laced with Islamic
phrases, references and terminology, familiar to Muslims, edu-

One Woman Play is American Muslim History Dramatized
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 Book Review

MUSLIM GIRL MAGAZINE: A REVIEW
Sometime last year, I was
passing by the magazine
rack of a local drugstore
when something caught my
eye. I turned around. I
stared. I blinked. I stared
again.
 It was big. It was glossy.
It was colourful. It kinda
looked like LouLou or
Glamour or some other teen
girl magazine… except that
it had… it had… it had a
hijaabi on the cover! It
was… Muslim Girl Maga-
zine.
 “To Enlighten, Celebrate
and Inspire.”A magazine for
Muslim girls in the West,
showcasing their realities
and encouraging them to
greater heights.
 I admit it, I'm a sucker.
They got me at 'Muslim Girl
Magazine.' I grabbed it,
stared at it some more, and
then folded it to my chest
with the kind of emotion
you usually feel when
you've finally met someone
whom you dreamt of for
years, and now here they are
right in front you. And then
I had to fork out sixteen dol-
lars to take it home, but
what the hey. My joy at
finding a fancy magazine
aimed towards, and featur-
ing, Muslim girls blinded
me to any concern about
dents to my wallet. There
was also some vague notion
about my duty to the readers
of MuslimMatters to bring
attention to and analyse rel-
evant media issues… but
mostly I was just excited.
 I paid. I took it home.
And then I experienced the
sinking feeling of disap-
pointment that you experi-
ence after you find out that
the person you dreamed of
meeting, whom you've now
finally met, isn't really what

you were expecting or hop-
ing for after all.
 Before I launch into a
ruthless and scathing cri-
tique, let me first say that I
think the premise of the
magazine is wonderful, and
I commend its creators for
marshaling the resources
and talents to put together
such a professional and
high-quality publication.
The layout is fantastic, the
photography is top-notch,
the entire thing is impressive
and, at a glance,  it's almost
everything I dreamed that a
Muslim girl's magazine
would look like.
 Until you get to the con-
tent.

The Good Stuff

Let me be fair and at least
give credit where credit is
due. The magazine begins
with an editorial introducing
the issue's theme, which is
Ramadhaan. Features
included in the magazine
were the “Ask A Girl!” col-
umn's thoughts and tips
from readers on how to kick
bad habits during Ramad-
haan; medical experts' sug-
gestions on how to eat well,
stay healthy, and benefit
from fasting in every way; a
reflection on the spirit of
Ramadhaan; and a report on
the growing phenomenon of
high school and university
Fast-A-Thons, sponsored by
the Muslim Students' Asso-
ciations. Fun pieces
included a “Ramadhaan I
Am” quiz, a “Top 10
 Ramadhaan Resolutions”
list, and short anecdotes sub-
mitted by readers about their
Ramadhaan experiences
with friends, family, and
school.
 Additional pieces of the

magazine also caught my
interest, and I read them
carefully. The “Muslim Girl
Mailbox” surprised me
somewhat, as it revealed
how diverse the magazine's
readership really is - from an
Indian Catholic girl and a
non-hijaab wearing 'average
Muslimah' to munaqqabaat.
An interview with a Muslim
girl studying martial arts
with her father and uncle
was enjoyable, as it
reminded me of my own
brief stint in the field. Also
appreciated was a full-length
interview with sister Ingrid
Mattson, who had just been
elected as president of
ISNA, as well as a short arti-
cle titled “Finding the
Prophet in His People,” by
sister Ingrid herself.
 Other commendable sec-
tions included a Health &
Lifestyle Q-&-A column, a
feature on cybersafety for
Muslim girls, and a full-

length report on the admira-
ble work of a Muslim girl
who single-handedly
founded a non-profit charita-
ble organization for Iraqi
children whose lives were
devastated by the war. A
multi-cultural recipe corner
had me drooling. Finally, the
travel section was great (a
tour through Turkey), and I
really liked a cute little page
titled “GirlSpace,” about the
girls and their relationship
with their masajid.

The Bad Stuff

With all the good stuff in the
magazine, I thought at first
that the bad stuff would be
minimal, or at least easy to
gloss over. As I kept going
through the magazine and
thinking about its readers,
however, I just couldn't let it
go.
 First of all, I was disap-

pointed with the fashion
spread. I'm as taken by
sparkly shiny pretty things
as the next girl out there, but
personally I didn't think that
a fashion spread featuring
made-up, de-hijaabed girls
was quite appropriate. Okay,
I get the whole “not all Mus-
lim girls wear hijaab” and
“modesty is the key, just
keep covered and you can
still look gorgeous!” thing,
but I still don't agree with it.
There are many other ways
to showcase pretty clothes
with showcasing the pretty
girls along with them.
 What I found even more
upsetting, though, was the
inclusion of product and
media reviews that not only
mentioned, but praised,
musicians and other other
dubious, if not outright
haraam, characters/ behavi-
ours. There's an entire
spread on “Grammy Award-
winning Songwriter Zuriani
Zonneveld,” a page dedi-
cated to music as part of the
“Hot List” section, and a
review of the TV show
 “Gossip Girls.” As some-
one involved in trying to
encourage young Muslim
girls to not listen to music
and pursue more halaal
forms of entertainment, I
didn't appreciate this publi-
cation – which should be
helping me out here – giving
a totally contrary message.
 Nor was I impressed with
“Muslim Girl of the Month,”
and “Muslim Girl Interna-
tional,” where the girls fea-
tured weren't exactly what
I'd encourage my girls to
look up to and follow. No
doubt, it's great that Muslim
girls are getting more expo-
sure and in a positive light,
but I for one do expect that
practicing Islam is one of

the main requirements in
order for someone to be con-
sidered a role model.

Conclusion

The magazine has a lot of
promise and potential and
does deliver some measure
of material that is quite
impressive; however, it also
has an undeniably
“progressive/ modernist”
slant to it which I find a
major drawback. As much as
I love seeing a magazine
aimed at Muslim girls,
employing techniques that
other mass media use to
draw in the readers, I would
be very, very hesitant to rec-
ommend this magazine to
Muslim girls. It may, per-
haps, be a way of inviting
and attracting the attention
of those interested in Islam,
or those with only a tentative
connection to the Deen; but I
do think that for the majority
of Muslim families who are
trying to encourage their
daughters and sisters to be
stronger, this isn't the best
magazine for them to turn to.
 While I think that MGM is
indeed a ground-breaking
publication in that it's dared
to try something utterly dif-
ferent from the mainstream
media in terms of content
while relating to it in style,
the mentality behind it isn't
one that I support.
Insha'Allah, I hope that in
the future there will be more
Muslim-centred publications
that combine a solid, more
Deen-y agenda with an ele-
ment of fun and fancy, that
can have a greater, more pos-
itive effect on the Muslim
girls of this Ummah.
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Death toll in Gaza
climbs as fragile cease-
fire reveals destruction

By Adel Zaanoun, John Davison - GAZA CITY

The death toll in Gaza soared to more than 1,000 Satur-
day as bodies were pulled from the rubble during a 12-
hour truce top diplomats urged Israel and Hamas to
extend.
 After the fragile ceasefire went into effect at 0500
GMT, medics began digging through the remains of
hundreds of homes, and uncovered more than 100 bod-
ies underneath, medics said.
 The grim discoveries pushed the Palestinian toll in
Gaza to more than 1,000 as US Secretary of State John
Kerry met counterparts from Europe and the Middle
East and urged that the truce be extended.
 "We all call on parties to extend the humanitarian
ceasefire," France's Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius
told reporters after meeting Kerry and foreign ministers
from Britain, Germany, Italy, Qatar and Turkey, as well
as an EU representative.
 "We all want to obtain a lasting ceasefire as quickly
as possible that addresses both Israeli requirements in
terms of security and Palestinian requirements in terms
of socio-economic development."
 There was no immediate response from Hamas, but
Israeli public radio cited a senior Israeli official as say-
ing the Jewish state was open to extending the truce if it
could continue to destroy militant tunnels in Gaza.
 On the ground, Palestinian ambulances sped into
Gaza neighbourhoods that have been too dangerous to
enter for days.
 Nine hours into the truce, they had found the bodies
of more than 100 people in the debris, pushing the death
toll to 1,000 Palestinians killed since the conflict
erupted on July 8.
 On the Israeli side, 37 soldiers have been killed, along
with two Israeli civilians and a Thai worker.
 Palestinians ventured onto Gaza's streets after the
truce took effect, some eager to check homes they had
fled, others to stock up on supplies while it was safe to
do so.
 In many places they found astonishing devastation:
buildings levelled, entire blocks of homes completely
wiped out by Israeli bombardment.
 In northern Beit Hanun, even the hospital was badly
damaged by shelling, and correspondents came across
the charred body of a paramedic as emergency workers
searched for more dead.
 There were similar scenes in Shejaiya, where stiff
bodies lay on the floor of a room in one building, one
caked in dried blood, all of them covered in dust.
 To the east of southern Khan Yunis, residents hesi-
tated to enter the Khuzaa neighbourhood, saying Israeli
forces remained inside the border area.
 And in nearby Bani Suheila, where 20 people were
killed in a single Israeli air strike shortly before the
truce began, women and children wept as they discov-
ered their homes destroyed.
 Hamas and Israel agreed to the "humanitarian win-
dow" early on Saturday morning, after Israel's security
cabinet on Friday night rejected a US proposal for a
seven-day truce during which the two sides would nego-
tiate a longer-term deal.
 Speaking after the rejection, at a news conference in
Cairo with UN chief Ban Ki-moon, Kerry said Israel
and Hamas "still have some terminology" to agree to on
a ceasefire, but added they had "fundamental frame-
work" on a truce.
 But the two sides remain at odds over the shape of a
final deal to end the fighting.

Hamas says any truce
must include a guaran-
teed end to Israel's eight-
year blockade of Gaza,
while in Israel there are
calls for any deal to
include the demilitarisa-
tion of the Gaza Strip.
 The situation in Gaza
has created tensions in
the West Bank, where
protests against Israel's
role in the conflict
erupted after Friday
prayers.
 Troops shot dead two
Palestinian teenagers
early Saturday in separ-
ate clashes in the north
and south of the West
Bank.
 That followed the
deaths of six Palestinians
on Friday -- five shot
dead by Israeli troops and

one killed by an Israeli
settler.
 International concern
has mounted over the
number of civilians killed
in the Gaza conflict,
including in a Thursday
attack in which at least 15
people were killed in
alleged Israeli shelling of
a UN school.
 The facility was shel-
tering some of the
100,000 Palestinians who
have fled their homes
during the fighting.
 Rights groups say
about 80 percent of the
casualties so far have
been civilians, and the
UN agency for children
UNICEF said on Friday
that 192 children had
been killed during the

conflict.
 The Israeli army on
Saturday announced the
death of two soldiers in
Gaza fighting on Friday
evening. It named one as
Staff Sergeant Guy Boy-
land, 21, but did not give
further details.
 Three civilians have
been killed inside Israel
by rocket fire from Gaza,
which continued on Sat-
urday morning before the
truce, with three shot
down by anti-missile
defences and one falling
on open ground, the army
said.
 It said militants fired
60 rockets into southern
Israel on Friday, with
another 15 intercepted.
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Demonstrations around the world to condemn the Israeli aggression on Gaza
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Palestinian child killed by Israeli army in Gaza
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By Ron Forthofer

The following material
is excerpted from a col-
umn I wrote about
Israel’s attack on Gaza
in June 2006. This col-
umn could have also
been written about
Israel’s horrific attacks
on Gaza in 2008/2009
and in 2012. As long as
Israel can continue to
commit war crimes with
impunity, Israel has no
reason to modify its
behavior.
Excerpts from column
about Israeli’s 2006
attack on Gaza
The civilian casualty
toll and the destruction
of civilian infrastructure
in Gaza is appalling.
When will we ever learn
that violence only
begets more violence?
And, sadly, in modern
warfare, innocent civil-
ians are usually the pri-
mary victims.

Civilized Norms for
Self-defense

During the current cri-
sis, Israel has portrayed
its military attacks as
self-defense. Surely,
every government has
the right – indeed, the
responsibility – to
defend its people. How-
ever, in civilized soci-
ety, there must be rules
delineating what is
legitimate self-defense,
as opposed to revenge
or retribution. To that
end, international con-
ventions were formu-
lated after WWII to help
prevent a repeat of the
Holocaust and other
atrocities the Nazis
committed in occupied
Europe. Among the
behaviors the world
agreed upon were pro-
portionality of response
and protection of non-
combatants. Moreover,
collective punishment
was specifically out-
lawed.
Israel’s deliberate tar-

geting of vital civilian
infrastructure in Gaza
has put at risk the lives
of hundreds of thou-
sands of Palestinians.
Imagine life with only
six hours or less of elec-
tricity a day during the
scorching Gaza summer.
As a result of the short-
age of electricity, there
is a scarcity of clean
drinking water, unrelia-
ble power for hospitals,
a shortage of energy to
power fans and the
refrigeration of food,
etc. The Israeli attacks
clearly violate the norms
established in the
Geneva Conventions,
and its disproportionate
military actions call into
question any claims of
pure self-defense.

Impact of Israeli
Attacks — Reminder
Dates Are from 2006
The barbarity of the
Israeli strikes on civil-
ians and civilian infra-
structure have outraged
much of the world. For
example, Amnesty Inter-
national called them war
crimes. Noted author
Mario Vargas Llosa, for-

mer candidate for presi-
dent in Peru and Jerusa-
lem Prize winner in
1995, was quoted in the
July 12th issue of the
Israeli newspaper
Ha’aretz as saying he
was ashamed to be
Israel’s friend. He
slammed Israel’s “out of
proportion” operation in
Gaza.
In addition, on July 14th
the Vatican issued a
strong statement: “As in
the past, the Holy See
also condemns both the
terrorist attacks on the
one side and the military
reprisals on the other.”
The Vatican spokesper-
son argued that Israel’s
right to self-defense
“does not exempt it
from respecting the
norms of international
law, especially as
regards the protection of
civilian populations. In
particular, the Holy See
deplores the attack on
Lebanon, a free and
sovereign nation.”

Why Did Israel invade
Gaza?
Israel claims that its
invasion of Gaza was to

free its soldier and to
stop the firing of home-
made rockets into Israel.
However many believe
Israel had a greater
agenda, for example,
that the attack was a part
of the campaign to
remove the Hamas-led
government. This effort
began immediately after
the Palestinian election,
when the U.S. and Israel
led a campaign to cut
off aid to the Palestin-
ians. This aid cutoff, a
form of collective pun-
ishment, was intended
to cause severe hard-
ships for innocent civil-
ians. A senior Israeli
advisor spoke about the
cutoff: “The idea is to
put Palestinians on a
diet but not make them
die of hunger.” This sad-
istic attitude reflects
Moshe Dayan’s advice –
Israel should tell the
Palestinian refugees in
the territories “that we
have no solution, that
you shall continue to
live like dogs, and
whoever wants to can
leave — and we will see
where this process
leads.”

Others point to the tim-
ing of Israel’s attack
immediately after the
June 27th agreement
between Hamas and
Fatah that offered the
prospect of restarting
negotiations with Israel.
They claim that Israel
fears negotiations
because it would have to
make painful conces-
sions to reach an accept-
able agreement. With its
attack, Israel destroyed
the chance for negotia-
tions in the near future.

Collective Punishment
According to an article
by Alexander Cockburn
on antiwar.com, the
2001 Jerusalem Prize
winner, Susan Sontag,
spoke about collective
punishment when she
accepted her award. “I
believe the doctrine of
collective responsibility
as a rationale for collec-
tive punishment is never
justified, militarily or
ethically. And I mean of
course the dispropor-
tionate use of firepower
against civilians, the
demolition of their
homes, the destruction

of their orchards and
groves, the deprivation
of their livelihood and
access to employment,
to schooling, to medical
services, or as a punish-
ment for hostile military
activities in the vicinity
of those civilians.” She
was addressing ‘normal’
Palestinian life under
Israeli occupation. For
some reason, the corpo-
rate media and U.S.
leaders are unable to
acknowledge the terror
Palestinians routinely
face under the collective
punishment of the Israeli
occupation of their
lands.

Attacks are counter-
productive for Israelis
and Jews
It doesn’t matter what
the reasons really are –
Israel’s recent attacks
have far exceeded civil-
ized norms. Israel has
destroyed its image, pos-
sibly once and for all,
and turned world opin-
ion solidly against it.
Israeli actions and wide-
spread Jewish silence
about (or support for)
Israeli war crimes are
also creating a situation
where anti-Semitism can
thrive.

Take Action
What can people do
when their so-called
leaders are unwilling to
support human rights for
all? One key tool that
was used against apart-
heid in South Africa was
a total boycott. Unless
and until Israel faces
sanctions similar to what
were imposed on South
Africa, Israel’s barbaric
attacks on civilized
norms will continue and
the situation will only
get worse.

- Ron Forthofer, Ph.D.
is a retired professor of
biostatistics. He contrib-
uted this article to Pales-
tineChronicle.com.

Barbarism Unleashed: Israel’s
Attack on Civilized Norms

Children killed by the Israeli army in Gaza
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By Eva Bartlett
Global Research, July
13, 2014 - In Gaza

Israeli air strikes on the
Gaza Strip killed 52 peo-
ple Saturday, including
two severely handi-
capped women in a care
facility, medics said.
The toll made Saturday
the bloodiest day yet in
the five-day conflict, and
hiked the overall toll to
157.
The deadliest strike came
in the Tuffah district in
eastern Gaza City, where
18 people were killed in
strikes that hit a home
and a mosque, emer-
gency services spokes-
man Ashraf al-Qudra
said.
Among at least 50 people
injured in the strike was
Hamas police chief Tay-
seer al-Batsh, who was
reportedly in critical con-
dition.
Elsewhere, three people
were killed in Rafah in
southern Gaza, and one
person in Jabalia, in the
north of the coastal
enclave.
The evening strikes came
after defiant fighters in
Gaza responded to the
relentless Israeli assault
by firing rockets towards
Israeli occupied territo-
ries, including long range
armaments that hit Tel
Aviv.
 Earlier, eight people
were killed in raids on
Gaza City, central al-
Bureij and northern

Jabalia.
 They included a
woman aged 25, and a
16-year-old, Qudra said.
 And six men, includ-
ing two nephews of for-
mer Hamas premier
Ismail Haniya, were
killed in an afternoon
strike on the Sheikh Rad-
wan district of western
Gaza City.
Aged from 21 to 58, they
were sitting outside their
homes in the area when
the strike hit, eyewit-
nesses said.
Their deaths followed an
early morning strike that
killed two women at a
charitable association
housing the disabled in
Beit Lahiya in northern
Gaza.
The women, Suha Abu
Saada and Ola Washahi,
both had severe mental
and physical handicaps,
association director
Jamila Alaywa said.
Four others were
wounded in the attack —
three residents and a
helper, she said.
Another three people
were killed in eastern
Gaza City and three in an
attack on the western
side of town in early Sat-
urday attacks.
Earlier, Qudra announced
the deaths of eight other
Palestinians in raids that
hit targets including a
bank, two mosques and
the houses of Hamas
officials.
On Friday, the United
Nations said 77 percent
of those killed in the

Israeli raids were civil-
ians.
No Israelis have been
killed.
Israeli occupation forces
target a residential house
in the eastern ?#ýGaza?
Strip belongs to Taysir
al-Batsh, killing 18 of his
family members.
6 children and 4 women
among them

List of martyrs:
1. Anas Alla’a al-Batsh,
10
2. Qusai Isam al-Batsh,
12
3. Manar Majed al-Batsh,
13
4. Muhammad Isam al-
Batsh, 17
5. Ibrahim Majed al-
Batsh18
6. Yahyia Ala’a al-Batsh,
18
7. Khaled Majed al-
Batsh, 20
8. Zakaria Ala’a al-
Batsh, 20
9. Mahmoud Majed al-
Batsh, 22
10. Marwa Majed al-
Batsh, 25
11. Jalal Majed al-Batsh,
26
12. Ahmed Neman al-
Batsh, 27
13. Baha’a Majed al-
Batsh, 28
14. Nahed Naim al-
Batsh, 41
15. Amal Hassan al-
Batsh, 49
16. Aziza Yousef al-
Batsh, 59
17. Majed Subhi al-Batsh
18. Qusai Ala’a al-Batsh

Israel’s Crimes against Humanity: 18
From One Family Killed In Gaza
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Sciences
UAE’s giant leap

into space
WASHINGTON: The government
of the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) announced recently the
creation of its own space agency
and its plan to send an unmanned
mission to Mars by 2021, which
exprts say will boost space tech-
nology in the Arab world. The
probe’s journey to Mars would
coincide with the 50th anniversary
of the UAE’s independence from
Britain in 1971. “We chose the
epic challenge of reaching Mars
because epic challenges inspire us
and motivate us,” said Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al-
Maktoum, the ruler of Dubai and
the country’s vice president.
 On Twitter, Al-Maktoum said
the country’s investment in space
technologies already eclipsed $5
billion. He heralded the occasion
in a series of tweets in both Eng-
lish and Arabic:“Our region is a
cradle of great civilizations.
 Given the right tools Arabs,
once again, can deliver new scien-
tific contributions to humanity
“The more than 60M km journey
to Mars will mark UAE out as one
of few countries with space pro-
grams to explore the Red Planet.”
 The oil-rich Gulf state is never
short on hubris. It’s home to the
next iterations of global museums
like the Louvre and the Guggen-
heim in Abu Dhabi and the
world’s tallest building and busi-
est airport for international travel-
ers in Dubai. The royal family in
Abu Dhabi has even plowed
national wealth into owning and
improving the reigning English
Premier League soccer champi-
ons, Manchester City.
 The UAE. has long wanted to
launch a type of pan-Arab space
agency, not unlike its real equiva-
lent in Europe, and this week’s
news lays a marker down for the
rest of the region. As Al-
Maktoum’s tweets indicate, the
UAE.’s rulers see their foray into
space as almost a return to the
glories of the distant past, when
the scientific discoveries of the
Islamic world far surpassed those
of a Christendom locked in the
Dark Ages. But it enters a
crowded field when it comes to
Mars exploration.
 The United States, of course,
already has its own Curiosity
Rover foraging across the Red
Planet. China plans to send its
own vehicle to the surface of
Mars by 2020. (An unmanned
Chinese probe destined for Mars
got lost soon after launching in
2011.) India, with a far smaller
GDP per capita than UAE., has a
probe en route to Mars right now,
expected to reach orbit by the
middle of September. The US as
well as Japan are both working
toward manned missions to Mars
in the next few decades.
 Set against that, the UAE.’s
plans appear a bit more humble,
but it is a shot across the bow —
or at least the Persian Gulf — at
regional rival Iran. The most note-
worthy accomplishment of Teh-
ran’s space program has been the
launching of monkeys into space.
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Technology
Novartis and Google

to develop 'smart'
contact lens

Swiss drugmaker Novartis has struck an agreement with Goo-
gle to develop "smart" contact lenses that would help diabetics
to track their blood glucose levels or restore the eye's ability to
focus.
 The device for diabetics would measure glucose in tear fluid
and send the data wirelessly to a mobile device, Novartis said.
The technology is potentially life-changing for many diabetics,
who prick their fingers as many as 10 times daily to check their
body's production of the sugar.
 Success would allow Novartis to compete in a global blood-
sugar tracking market that is expected to be worth more than
$12 billion by 2017, according to research firm GlobalData.
Diabetes afflicts an estimated 382 million people worldwide.
 Many people with Type 1 diabetes and some with Type 2 dia-
betes monitor their blood glucose level to help to manage their
condition and reduce the risk of health complications such as
amputation and blindness.
 Simon O'Neill, director of health intelligence at the charity
Diabetes UK, said the field would "welcome any investment in
new technology that might one day have the potential to make
this easier for people or to offer them more choice.”
 He added, however, that without knowing more about this
technology "we have no idea how likely it is to develop into
something that is routinely available or how long this might
take to happen.”
 The second element of the Google agreement is centred on
presbyopia, in which ageing eyes have trouble focusing on
close objects. Novartis hopes the lens technology will help to
restore the eye's ability to focus, almost like the autofocus on a
camera.

Embedded Technology
 Non-invasive sensors, microchips and other miniaturized
electronics would be embedded into the contact lenses.
 Under the deal, Novartis's Alcon eyecare unit will further
develop and commercialise the lens technologies designed by
Google, the American company's development team.
Financial details were not disclosed.
 The alliance comes as drugmakers explore ways for technol-
ogy to reshape healthcare, helping patients to monitor their own
health and lowering the costs of managing chronic diseases.
 In turn, technology companies such as Apple, Samsung Elec-
tronics and Google are trying to find health-related applications
for wearable devices.
 Executive Joe Jimenez said he hoped that a product could be
on the market in about five years.
 "This really brings high-technology and combines it with
biology - and that's a very exciting combination for us," Jime-
nez told Reuters.
 "I think you're going to see more and more areas of unmet
medical need where companies like Novartis are going to take a
non-traditional approach to addressing those needs."
 Although the licensing deal is only for the eye, Jimenez said
the drugmaker was also thinking about how technology could
be applied in other areas, such as remote patient monitoring in
heart failure.
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Gaza Under Fire

UN human rights body to investigate 
claims of Israeli violations in Gaza

The United Nations
Human Rights Council
(UNHRC) has agreed to
launch an international
inquiry into violations
that may have been com-
mitted during Israel's lat-
est military offensive in
Gaza.
 Navi Pillay, the UN
high commissioner for
human rights, warned
earlier that Israel may
have committed war

crimes in its offensive
against Hamas in the
Gaza Strip, where hun-
dreds of Palestinian
civilians have been killed
in the past two weeks.
 Pillay told an emer-
gency debate at the
UNHRC in Geneva that
Israel had not done
enough to protect civil-
ians.
 "There seems to be a
strong possibility that

international law has
been violated, in a man-
ner that could amount to
war crimes," Pillay said,
citing air strikes and the
shelling of homes and
hospitals. The killing of
civilians in Gaza, includ-
ing dozens of children,
raised concerns over
Israel's precautions and
its respect for propor-
tionality, she said.
 She also condemned

Hamas, the Islamist
movement that rules
Gaza, and other armed
Palestinian groups, for
their "indiscriminate
attacks" on Israel.
 At the end of an emer-
gency session, the 47-
member Geneva state
forum adopted a resolu-
tion presented by Pales-
tinians by a vote of 29
states in favour, one
against (the United
States) with 17 absten-
tions (including some
European Union mem-
bers).
 Pillay's comments, in
a debate held at the
request of Egypt, Paki-
stan and the state of Pal-
estine (which has
observer status at the
UN), were in response to
a resolution calling for
an investigation into the
Gaza campaign,
launched on 8 July with
the declared objective of
halting rocket fire into
Israel.
 The UN human rights
council body has a
majority that is pro-
Palestinian. Israel only
recently rejoined it after
a 20-month boycott.
 The resolution called
for the urgent dispatch of
"an independent, interna-
tional commission of
inquiry" to investigate
"all violations of interna-
tional human rights law
and international human-
itarian law in the occu-
pied Palestinian territory,
including East Jerusa-
lem, particularly in the
occupied Gaza Strip".
 On past precedent,
Israel would be highly
unlikely to cooperate
with any such investiga-
tion. That was its posi-
tion with the Goldstone
investigation into its
Operation Cast Lead
offensive of 2008-09,
which killed about 1,400
Palestinians in the Gaza
Strip. Israel rejected that
report as prejudiced and
full of errors, and dis-
missed the charge that it
had a policy of deliber-
ately targeting civilians.
 Pillay also called for

an end to the blockade of
Gaza, the underlying rea-
son for the conflict and
an issue that will have to
be tackled if any cease-
fire is to endure.
 Israel's envoy to the
UNHRC, Eviatar Manor,
responded to Pillay's
comments by accusing
Hamas of committing
war crimes and insisted
that Israel was acting as
any other state would in
seeking to defend its citi-
zens. "There can be no
moral symmetry between
a terrorist aggressor and
a democracy defending
itself," he argued.
 Hamas, he said, was a
terrorist organisation, not
the Salvation Army. It
was responsible for civil-
ian casualties because it
was using people as
"human shields".
 Riyadh Malki, the Pal-
estinian foreign minister,
appealed to the interna-
tional community for
Israel to be held account-
able for its actions in
Gaza. "How many mar-
tyrs must die before
Israel puts an end to its
aggression?" he asked.
 Pillay, whose term at
the UNHRC is due to
end shortly, has been
active in trying to high-
light the issue of war
crimes committed in
Syria. But she has failed
to overcome divisions in
the UN security council,
which have prevented
attempts to get the Syr-
ian government referred
to the international crim-
inal court.
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environmen

dreds of hazardous
chemicals used in the
production of various
products. Heavy met-
als continue to con-
taminate land, water
and air.
 The power of a con-
sumer can be mighty
when each person in
the world realizes that
action can be taken
and changes made by
carefully choosing
how each consumer
dollar is spent.
Earth Changes
 The last major cli-
mate change was an
ice age and the world
is in the final stages of
that event. The result
is a rise in tempera-
tures and the melting
of glaciers and even

the polar ice cap. Many
highly-respected scientists
disagree that global warming
is the result of human-
caused pollution any more
than it can cause powerful
hurricanes, tsunamis, earth-
quakes, floods, and even
solar flares. This school of
thought views earth changes
as being the result of the nat-
ural processes found in an
evolving living planet and its
sun. While the cause of glo-
bal warming remains contro-
versial, both sides agree that
it's a very real environmental
threat to the world as you
know it.
 3. Deforestation
When a region loses its bio-
diversity, it becomes more
vulnerable to other environ-
mental elements. Deforesta-
tion disrupts the natural bal-
ance of ecological systems
in the area where the trees
have been harvested and far
beyond. Food production
can be impacted due to
drought and erosion directly
linked to the loss of forests.
 4. Ozone Deterioration
Chemicals and chlorofluoro-
carbons pollutants are
created by industry and agri-
culture. They have a nega-
tive impact the ozone layer.
The lack of strict enforce-
ment of laws to prevent the
use of such pollutants com-
pounds the situation. World
governments that continue to
allow various pollutants into
the environment impede the
recovery of the ozone layer.
 5. Acid Rain
Acid rain is created by
excessive sulfuric and nitric
acid being pumped into the
atmosphere, rivers, oceans,
and land. While some acid

By Sally Painter

Examining the various
threats to the Earth's envi-
ronment must include the
human impact on the planet.
Catch phrases such as car-
bon footprint, global warm-
ing, deforestation, and other
commonly used terms have
become the everyday jargon
for those concerned about
the environment.
 1. Human Population and
Pollution
A growing world population
might seem like an obvious
threat to the environment
that goes far beyond the
debatable theory of global
warming. The bigger threat
is far more complex and
directly linked not to the
controversial idea of a car-
bon footprint, but to the
unique system of supply and
demand.
 Consumers place more
and more demands on the
earth's natural resources as
the population increases year
after year. These demands
leave pollution and waste in
the wake of human daily
activity. Compound this with
each world government
doing its own brand of com-
merce, many without envi-
ronmental consciences, and
you get the formula for envi-
ronmental chaos and disas-
ter.
 A prime example of
higher consumption
demands can be found in the
fishery industry, where the
world's marine life is being
harvested with few to no
renewable methods in place.
Consumers are also respon-
sible via industry for hun-

rain is the byproduct of the
natural processes of decay-
ing vegetation and volcanic
activity, the current crisis
comes directly from the
burning of fossil fuels. Water
becomes toxic when acid
rain imbues the oceans or
lakes with an absorption
quality that cause the water
to absorb soil-based alumi-
num and poisons the aquatic
plant and marine life.
 6. Dead Zones in the
Ocean
Another harmful source of
excessive nitrogen being
dumped into the oceans can
be traced back to agricultural
practices of over-fertilization
of crops, lawns and gardens.
The end result has been the
creation of over 160 dead
zones throughout the world's
oceans.
 The oceans' eco-systems
are dependent upon the natu-
ral process of organic ocean
matter known as phyto-
plankton, which is found on
ocean surfaces. This eventu-
ally breaks down and filters
to the bottom of the ocean
floor where it's broken down
further by ocean floor bacte-
ria. This process is called
bacterial respiration.
 When too much nitrogen
feeds the phytoplankton, like
any fertilized crop, it begins
to overproduce. The bacteria

Seven Biggest 
Environmental Threats

are unable to break down the
plankton fast enough and the
chemical processes that con-
vert carbon dioxide into
oxygen can't keep up. The
oxygen is used up quicker
than it can be produced. The
plankton chokes out the
flow of water and oxygen so
that marine and plant life die
from the lack of oxygen.
 7. Species Extinction
An alarming rate of species
extinction is happening
worldwide. As of 2010, the
rate of loss is estimated to
be more than 1,000 times
the normal rate. Greater
preservation tactics and
strategies are needed with
laws put into place to protect

species. Once more, man-
made pollution is the culprit
along with land encroach-
ment by developers. Both
causes are created by consu-
mer demands as people
branch out into areas that
were once remote habitats
for various species.
 An example of successful
endangered species preser-
vation is the American
national symbol, the bald
eagle. In the 1960s, there
were fewer than 470 eagle
nestlings. As of 2010, there
were over 7,000 nestlings in
the United States. This
increase in the bald eagle
population demonstrates
how threatened species can

be brought back from the
brink of extinction. More and
more animals and other
forms of wildlife are being
added to the endangered spe-
cies list each year. It makes
sense to become better land
stewards, instead of
encroaching on forests and
wetlands.
 Significant Environmental
Threats
While there are many other
threats to the environment
that have a significant
impact, these are certainly
the seven biggest environ-
mental threats facing the
world today.
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Places

Who brought the throne of Bilqis? (Queen of Sheba-Yemen)

Quote:
“Allaah has given the jinn
powers that he has not given
to humans. Allaah has told
us about some of their pow-
ers, such as the ability to
move and travel quickly.
An ‘ifreet from among the
jinn guaranteed to the
Prophet Sulaymaan (peace
be upon him) that he would
bring the throne of the
Queen of Yemen to Jerusa-
lem in a moment faster than
that needed for a man to get
up from where he was sit-
ting.
Allaah says (interpretation
of the meaning):
“An ‘ifreet (strong one)
from the jinns said: ‘I will
bring it [her throne] to you
before you rise from your
place (council). And verily, I
am indeed strong, and trust-
worthy for such work.’ One
with whom was knowledge
of the Scripture said: ‘I will
bring it to you within the
twinkling of an eye!’ – then
when Sulaymaan saw it
placed before him, he said,
‘This is by the Grace of my
Lord…’” [al-Naml 27:39-
40]. http://www.islam-

qa.com/en/ref/2340/jinn

We are told:
Quote:
“Solomon asked the jinns in
his employ whether anyone
among them could bring her
throne to he palace before
she arrived. One of them
said; "I will bring it to you
before this sitting is over."
Solomon did not react to
this offer; it appeared that he
was waiting for a faster
means. The jinns competed
with each other to please
him. One of them named
Ifrit said: "I will fetch it for
you in the twinkling of an
eye!"
No sooner had this one -
who had the knowledge of
the Book - finished his
phrase than the throne stood
before Solomon. The mis-
sion had, indeed, been com-
pleted in the blinking of an
eye. Solomon's seat was in
Palestine, and the throne of
Bilqis had been in Yemen,
two thousand miles away.
This was a great miracle
performed by one of those
sitting with Solomon.” [end
of quote]

Quote:
“...When the King came to
know of her departure, he
ordered one of the Jinns to
bring the magnificent throne
of the queen in the twinkling
of an eye. The command was
obeyed immediately. When
the queen arrived at the court
of Prophet Sulaiman (peace
be upon him) after a long
journey, she was asked to
identify her throne. She rec-
ognised the throne and said:
"I am already aware of your
power and majesty. I have
come to you as your submis-
sive servant."
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Obama honors Maha Al-Muneef

Maha AlMu-
neef)

–

RIYADH: ALI FAYYAZ

US President Barack
Obama honored Saudi
woman activist Maha Al-
Muneef in Riyadh During
his recent visit to Saudi
 March 2014) Arabia (
for playing an important
role in drafting and advis-
ing on a law which pro-
tects women in the King-
dom from abuse and
domestic violence. It is the
first time for such a law to
be established in Saudi
Arabia which defines and
criminalizes domestic vio-
lence.
 Al-Muneef was honored
with the US Secretary of
State’s International
Woman of Courage
Award. As she was unable
to attend the award cere-
mony in the US recently,
she was presented the
award during Obama’s
visit to the Kingdom.
 Al-Muneef, a specialist
in pediatric infectious dis-
eases, stands among 10
women honored for brav-
ery by the US State
Department. She was the
only Arab woman among
the group to have received
the International Women
of Courage Award.
 Al-Muneef is the Exec-
utive Director of Saudi
Arabia’s National Family
Safety Program (NFSP),
the first organization in the
Kingdom founded in 2005
to campaign against
domestic violence in the
Kingdom.
 NFSP has developed
advocacy programs,
reported on domestic vio-
lence and child abuse sta-
tistics in Saudi Arabia, and
provided services for vic-
tims of abuse.
 Recently, Al-Muneef
said that domestic violence
is a national security issue.
She said that the security
program against domestic
violence is a true mile-
stone in helping reduce the
rate of abuse of Saudi
women.
 She also callws for edu-
cating children on ways to
protect themselves against
sexual predators and
ensuring that parents are
aware of the danger signs
and their children's where-
abouts at all times.
 According to the recent

statistics, a staggering 60
percent of women visit
hospitals after suffering
domestic violence and the
number of cases being
reported are on the
increase.
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 - 

– 
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Your Voice

Phenomenal Woman ..Maya Angelou

The
Arab Observer" 

Maya Angelou

Gassan Ahmad Namiq

Phenomenal
Woman

By: Maya Angelou

Pretty women wonder
where my secret lies.
I'm not cute or built to
suit a fashion model's
size
But when I start to tell
them,
They think I'm telling
lies.
I say,
It's in the reach of my
arms
The span of my hips,
The stride of my step,
The curl of my lips.
I'm a woman
Phenomenally.
Phenomenal woman,
That's me.

I walk into a room
Just as cool as you
please,
And to a man,
The fellows stand or
Fall down on their knees.
Then they swarm around
me,
A hive of honey bees.
I say,
It's the fire in my eyes,
And the flash of my
teeth,
The swing in my waist,
And the joy in my feet.
I'm a woman
Phenomenally.
Phenomenal woman,
That's me.

Men themselves have
wondered
What they see in me.
They try so much
But they can't touch
My inner mystery.
When I try to show them
They say they still can't
see.
I say,
It's in the arch of my
back,
The sun of my smile,
The ride of my breasts,
The grace of my style.
I'm a woman
Phenomenally.
Phenomenal woman,
That's me.

Now you understand
Just why my head's not
bowed.
I don't shout or jump
about
Or have to talk real loud.

When you see me passing
It ought to make you
proud.
I say,
It's in the click of my
heels,
The bend of my hair,
the palm of my hand,
The need of my care,
'Cause I'm a woman
Phenomenally.
Phenomenal woman,
That's me.
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R e a l E s t a t e
U.S. Mortgage Applica-
tions Uptick Early July

According to the Mortgage Bankers Association's
(MBA) Weekly Mortgage Applications Survey for the
week ending July 4, 2014, mortgage applications
increased 1.9 percent from one week earlier.
 The Market Composite Index, a measure of mortgage
loan application volume, increased 1.9 percent on a sea-
sonally adjusted basis from one week earlier.  On an
unadjusted basis, the Index decreased 19 percent com-
pared with the previous week. 
 The Refinance Index increased 0.4 percent from the
previous week.  The seasonally adjusted Purchase Index
increased 4 percent from one week earlier. The unad-
justed Purchase Index decreased 17 percent compared
with the previous week and was 10 percent lower than
the same week one year ago.
 The refinance share of mortgage activity decreased to
52 percent of total applications from 53 percent the pre-
vious week. The adjustable-rate mortgage (ARM) share
of activity remained unchanged at 8 percent of total
applications.
 The average contract interest rate for 30-year fixed-
rate mortgages with conforming loan balances
($417,000 or less) increased to 4.32 percent from 4.28
percent, with points increasing to 0.16 from  0.14
(including the origination fee) for 80 percent loan-to-
value ratio (LTV) loans.  The effective rate increased
from last week. 
 The average contract interest rate for 30-year fixed-
rate mortgages with jumbo loan balances (greater than
$417,000) decreased to 4.24 percent from 4.26 percent,
with points increasing to 0.16 from 0.06 (including the
origination fee) for 80 percent LTV loans.  The effective
rate increased from last week. 
 The average contract interest rate for 30-year fixed-
rate mortgages backed by the FHA increased to 4.02
percent from 3.99 percent, with points increasing to -
0.03 from -0.33 (including the origination fee) for 80
percent LTV loans.  The effective rate increased from
last week. 
 The average contract interest rate for 15-year fixed-
rate mortgages decreased to 3.40 percent from 3.42 per-
cent, with points increasing to 0.22 from 0.16 (including
the origination fee) for 80 percent LTV loans. The effec-
tive rate remained unchanged from last week.
 The average contract interest rate for 5/1 ARMs
increased to 3.24 percent from 3.21 percent, with points
decreasing to 0.31 from 0.33 (including the origination
fee) for 80 percent LTV loans.  The effective rate
increased from last week. www.worldpropertychannel.com
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 Health & Medical
You Are Not Alone – 85%
of Americans Will Suffer

From Back Pain
Dr. Abduldayem Ahmed
As the title indicated above,
the vast majority of Americans
will at one point of their life
suffer with back pain. In this
column, I will be addressing
this condition and attempt to
deliver a basic understanding
of this condition. I will also
talk about the major causes of

back pain and how it can be helped.
 Back pain is a very common condition; in fact it is the
second most common reason for doctor’s visits in the
United States. It accounts for approximately $100 billion
of the healthcare cost. There are many causes to this
back pain. Serious causes of which require thoroughly
investigation by the physician include but not limited to,
infections, tumors, and inflammatory diseases. 
 Fortunately, the vast majority of back pain causes
(approximately 85%) are what we call “mechanical
causes”, these include but not limited to joint misalign-
ments, work-place and car accident injuries, overuse of
back muscles, degeneration of spinal joints, postural
changes, and disc problems. While there are many
causes of back pain, I would like to address a common
cause which I see frequently in my clinic – overuse of
the back muscles also known as overuse syndrome.  
 Overuse syndrome is basically when a person who
works in a certain occupation, such as a factory assembly
line or a restaurant uses the same repetitive body motion
over and over again. Just like any other part of the body,
the back muscles can be affected with overuse syndrome.
This repetitive motion creates microtraumas to the mus-
cles, which are basically small tears, that cause the mus-
cles and surrounding joints to traumatize, weaken, and
become painful. 
 There are many ways back pain can treated. Depend-
ing on the cause, treatment can include chiropractic reha-
bilitation, physical therapy, medications, steroid injec-
tions, or as a last option, surgery. However, back pain
caused by overuse syndrome can be managed in a more
conservative manner without the need of invasive proce-
dure.
 The patient and doctor should first focus on the cause
of pain by addressing the work environment. To accom-
plish this, the patient should, first, and before his or her
job starts warm up with basic stretches to the muscles. It
is also appropriate to take small breaks after vigorous
repetitive motion. In addition, proper techniques to per-
forming the job should be taught to the patient to avoid
injuries.  Second, treatments such as spinal manipula-
tions in conjunction with other rehabilitative modalities
such as ice, heat, electrical stimulation, exercises and
muscle release techniques can be beneficial in reducing
muscle and joint involvement of this disease. Third, if
pain persists and conservative management fails, a spe-
cialist referral should be encouraged. Finally, and as
always, it is best to consult your doctor early on before
other parts of your body become involved and prior to
starting any treatment.

Dr. Abduldayem Ahmed is a board-certified chiropractic
physician with additional post-professional training (Master of
Science in advance clinical practice). He is the Medical Director
of Dearborn Spine Center PLLC. His practice focuses on man-
agement of neck and back pain, auto and work-related injuries,
and physical rehabilitation. He can be reached at 313-841-1470
and dcmann10@gmail.com.
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About the University of Minnesota
LOCATION: With a
flagship campus in the
heart of the Twin Cities,
and four coordinate cam-
puses across Minnesota,
the U offers just the right
learning environment for
every student.
WHAT IT OFFERS: One
of the nation’s largest
schools, the U offers bac-
calaureate, master’s, and
doctoral degrees in virtu-
ally every field—from
medicine to business, law
to liberal arts, and science
and engineering to archi-
tecture.
HEADCOUNT: A testa-
ment to its growing prom-
inence and appeal, the U’s
enrollment has reached
64,964 but a 16-to-1 stu-
dent-to-faculty ratio
ensures plenty of atten-
tion.
LIKE CLOCKWORK:
Four-year graduation rates
have doubled in recent
years as students take advantage of free tuition for credits over 13 in a semester.
ACADEMIC ACCOLADES: Contributing to the U’s academic prestige are 20 Nobel Lau-
reates, 86 Guggenheim Fellows, and 2 MacArthur “Geniuses” on campus right now!
COOL FACT: The world’s largest collections of Sherlock Holmes literature, artifacts, and
memorabilia are housed in the U’s Andersen Library.
STUDENT SUCCESS: The U “brings the brainpower” in the under-20 set with 101 National
Merit Scholars in its current freshman class—that’s the second most in the Big Ten.
UNSPOKEN ADVANTAGE: Graduates stay where the business and entrepreneurial community
thrives. With 20 Fortune 500 companies in the Twin Cities alone, it’s no wonder U alumni have
founded more than 10,000 businesses in Minnesota.
GLOBAL REACH: With more than 250 student exchange programs around the world, there’s
no shortage of opportunities for faculty and students to experience the world.
ENTREPRENEURIAL EDGE: Creative thinkers from the U were behind the first wearable
cardiac pacemaker, GORE-TEX®, the retractable seat belt, and Post-it® Notes. In just the past
five years, inventions by U researchers have generated nearly $390 million in revenue for the
state.
AFFORDABILITY: The U makes financial assistance to students a priority. In 2009, it gave aid
to 42.2 percent of resident undergrads through the U Promise Scholarship. Over the past three
years, it invested more than $37 million in fellowships, grants, and other assistance for grad and
professional students.
FAMOUS ALUMNI: Agronomist Norman Borlaug (who saved billions from starvation); former
vice president Walter Mondale; satirist Garrison Keillor; Super Bowl championship coach Tony
Dungy; inventor and Medtronic, Inc., founder Earl Bakken.
WORKING TOGETHER: The world’s biggest problems don’t have just one solution. That’s
why the U’s best minds are putting their heads together—with 50 joint graduate degree programs
and 200 collaborative institutes and centers.
ECONOMIC ENGINE: Every dollar the state of Minnesota invests in the U generates $13.20
for the statewide economy.

Giving to the U

The University of Minnesota makes student scholarships a top priority in its private fundraising.
Through the University of Minnesota Foundation, the generosity and support of alumni and
friends has enabled the U to provide $78 million a year in scholarships and grants for undergrad-
uates, and to build the 21st Century Graduate Fellowship Endowment, which provides assistance
to graduate and professional students.

At the same time, gifts to the Minnesota Medical Foundation are expanding the possibilities for
some of the most promising medical research anywhere in the world—happening right here at
the U of M; and ensuring that the University’s patients are receiving the best care possible, in
state-of-the-art facilities.

U among world’s elite

The University of Minnesota is among the world's elite in 28 of the 30 subjects featured in QS
Top Universities. U of M programs with strong showings include agriculture and forestry, chemi-
cal engineering, education, media studies, and pharmacy.

College Portrait

College Portrait contains information on attending the U, including costs, graduation rates,
degree offerings, faculty makeup, and student educational outcomes
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Travel &
TourismThe Best  Places in US  for 2014

Queen of Sheba, five
Yemenis, four AK-47s,
three bags of Qat, a bat-
tery & me
 I named the return trip
from the Sheba temples
"Queen of Sheba, five
Yemenis, four AK-47s,
three bags of Qat, a battery
and me." It describes the
moment after we picked up
a policeman escort, a man
carrying a car battery, and a
couple of Yemenis headed
to an eye clinic. With of
course, three of them were
chewing Qat and all four in
the back seat carried AK-
47s.
 Yemen was my favorite
country during my five
weeks of travel -- it was
also more intense. Travel
was much easier in
Morocco and Jordan, coun-
tries that are popular with
tourists.
 Yemen is a beautiful
country. It is a land of
friendly happy people who
share great hospitality to
everyone, especially strang-
ers. They have a special
enjoyment of family, music,
great food, and laughter.
These are things I will
always fondly remember. It
is indeed a place so extraor-
dinary, so separate from the
rest of the world that it
seems unreal.
IF YOU GO TO YEMEN
BE CAREFUL: Yemen
Travel Details

 Warning: Traveling in
Yemen can be a dangerous.
Over 100 kidnappings due
to local tribal grievances
have occurred in the past 10
years, most are resolved
quickly and peacefully.
 The Department of State
often warns U.S. citizen to
defer travel to Yemen, has
been known to suspend
public Embassy services.
The Department believes
there are increased terrorist
threat to U.S. citizens in
Yemen (http://
travel.state.gov). Also Look
at Australian, Canadian, and
UK for travel advisories.
They tend to be a little more
realistic than the US gov-
ernment.
 If after weighing all of
these risks you still decide
to go, please maintain a low
profile and keep track of
current events. Basically be
cool and enjoy.
 Getting Around: Indepen-
dent travel is outside Sana'a
is still possible, but a travel
permit must be applied for
in Sana'a. Tour agencies can
arrange this
 Visa: Everyone needs a
visa to enter Yemen (Visa
Photos should be taken in a
suit and tie, honestly I had
to resubmit photos). Pass-
ports showing evidence of
travel to Israel are denied
visas.
 Health risks: Consider
vaccinations for hepatitis A

& B. Check with a travel
clinic's for the latest.
www.cdc.gov
When to go: April-May and
September-October is best.
The diverse geography
means that the mountainous
areas can sometimes be very
cold and the desert can be
very hot.
 Hotels: In the old part of
Sana'a there are traditional
tower houses that are now
hotels, expect the traditional
yemeni mattress on the
floor.
 A hotel I liked is the Old
Sana'a Palace Hotel where
rooms are $10 per night (tel
011-967-1-283023 fax 011-
967-1-274239).
 Tours: Soqatra Tours can
arrange a variety of tours
throughout Yemen (tel 011-
967-1-280212 fax 011-967-
1-280213).
 More info: "Yemen"
(Lonely Planet, $16.95, 288
pages). Local Yemen news
www.yementimes.com.
Archaeology in Yemen
www.ucalgary.ca/UofC/
events/unicomm/
NewsReleases/qtime.htm.
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The full on experience of Yemen
Newspaper story & fine
art photographs by Brad
Carlile 
Freeport Journal Standard,
20-May-2001 p. C6.

Yemen architecture:
Wadi Dhar building fine art
photographs copyright 2001
Brad CarlileIn our busy
world, we quickly let our
minds paint in all of the rest
of the details of this country
and its people. Time to be
thankful for where we are
and move on. But some-
times we should explore
deeper. In those same early
hours of Friday October
13th, I finish packing my
backpack for a five week
trip to Morocco, Jordan,
and Yemen.
 When I started planning
my trip several months ear-
lier, friends asked about
Yemen. Where do I find it
on a map? They learned that
this country -- about four
times the size of Illinois, is
located to the southern tip
of the Saudi peninsula. It is
one of the oldest inhabited
areas on the earth.
 As I flew the Atlantic, I
knew to expect to interest-
ing contrasts in Yemen -- a
country rich in history, cul-
ture, and scenery.
Yemeni History
Historically, Yemen has
come into significance at
times only to fade into gen-
eral obscurity. In the 10th
century BC, the Queen of
Sheba ruled her civilization
in what is now Yemen. Lat-
ter in biblical times, Frank-
incense and Myrrh, the
most valuable commodity
of that time, originated in
Yemen.  Also then most
goods from India and China
passed through Yemen on
their way to the Mediterra-
nean. Then three hundred
years ago, Yemen had the
world's monopoly on coffee
which was produced from
the prized Arabica coffee
bean. Much of the coffee
was shipped from the old
port town of Al-Makha --
where we now get the name
"Mocca".  Later this bean
was carried to South Amer-
ica and Indonesia. Since
then little has been heard
about Yemen in the western
world.
Religiously, Yemen is a
Moslem nation. Five times
a day the call to prayer is
blasted Yemen: Yemeni
Boys - spontaneous and not
posed  fine art photographs
copyright 2001 Brad Carlil-
efrom speakers mounted on
minarets throughout every
city and town. In strict
Moslem tradition to pre-
serve modesty, the women

are dressed head to toe in
black with only a tiny slit
for their eyes. Very stylish
shoes are the only thing that
hint of non-traditionalism.
The shoes are as modern as
any seen on the streets of
European capitals. Inside
the house when around fam-
ily and friends, the outer
robes come off to reveal
very modern outfits.
 Geographically Yemen is
very diverse. The 7000'
mountains of the western
half provide a perfect cli-
mate for growing some of
the finest coffee in the
world. Whereas, the north-
ern desert that boarders Sau-
dia Arabia is a barren flat
dry hot rocky desert. On the
southern coast the fine
white sand beaches give
way to the clear blue waters
of the gulf of Aden.
Sana'a Yemen
My trip started in Sana'a,
the capital city, which is sit-
uated in a mountainous
basin at about 7000 feet
above sea level. At this ele-
vation temperatures are
moderate.
 Most of the million resi-
dents live in the modern
part of Sana'a. However the
true charm of the city is in
old city with its amazingly
ornate 6- to 8-story tower
houses.
 Time moves at a slower
pace even in capital of
Yemen. Largely this is due
to the importance of human

relationships in every aspect
of life. Time is always made
for smiles, conversation, and
news about families. At
social gatherings the love of
verbal banter & jokes is
clear.
 I was told that as a solo
American traveling on local
transport at this time I might
run into bureaucratic has-
sles. To avoid hassles and
not to waste any time, I
hired a car & driver for less
than renting a compact car
in the US.
Sharaf, My Fantastic
Driver in Yemen
My driver's name is Sharaf.
He is a very nice man who
enjoys life, loves his family,
and knows all of the best
places to go. I knew more
Arabic than he knew Eng-
lish, which really meant we
had fewer than 400 words
between us, nevertheless we
each learned many things
from the otherand become
friends.
 As an attempt at being
culturally sensitive-- beyond
learning a bit of the lan-
guage -- I grew the first
beard of my life. Once in
Yemen I wore a jacket and a
kaffiyeh, or checkered head
cloth, when traveling the
country-side. Sharaf encour-
aged me to do this. These
tiny attempts to fit in a bit
were appreciated by many I
met.
Yemini Western Highlands
 As we drove around the

towns nestled in the craggy
peaks of the Yemen: Spec-
tacular terracing in western
mountains where arabica
coffee and qat grow in west-
ern mountains fine art pho-
tographs copyright 2001
Brad Carlile western high-
lands, we would listened to
tapes of Yemeni songs. 
 Vistas in this mountain-
ous region are astounding
and dramatic. Many moun-
tain sides have hundreds of
levels of terracing which
allows all of the land to be
used in this fertile region.
 In addition, houses are
built on the edges of cliffs
and ridges to preserve all of
the arable land. Throughout
Yemen, great pride is taken
in the old tradition of beau-
tiful architecture. The out-
side of these brick and rock
houses are covered intricate
geometric white plaster
designs that outline the win-
dows and ring the top of the
buildings. We would often
give locals rides between
villages, a nice thing to do
on these steep mountain
roads. Most main roads are
some of the best I've seen
anywhere in my third world
travels. However to get to
some more interesting spots
we would travel stretches
that would require years of
improvement it even be
considered a road hazard
and many more years to be
considered a road.
Yemini Food: Salta, coffee,

and other delicious food
Yemen: Western Mountains,
Sharaf & two villagers fine
art photographs copyright
2001 Brad CarlileLunch is
the big meal of the day. The
food was very different than
the humus and shish kabobs
of middle eastern cuisine.
Salta is the national dish. It
is a spiced fenugreek tomato
potato stew containing lamb
or chicken. It is eaten with a
flavorful sorghum flat
bread.
 Typical lunch would
include a lentil-lemon soup,
cooked vegetables, a kind of
fried rice, hot peppers,
Salta,and grilled chicken.
One left the table well fed.
On special occasions the
wonderful "Bint al Sahn"
was served as dessert. It is a
sweet bread that is dipped
into honey and clarified but-
ter.
 Coffee is so highly
regarded that it is reserved
for use at home. But when
one can get it in a restau-
rant, it is amazing -- even
for a non coffee drinker.
 After lunch, most men
and woman spend several
hours socially chewing Qat
(pronounced khat). Qat is a
shrub whose leaves act as
are a mild stimulant that
boosts one's mood when
chewed. Qat is legal in
Yemen and it is a national
obsession. Unofficial esti-
mates are that qat accounts
for one-third of the domes-

tic economy.
 After traveling for several
days we returned to Sana'a
to have tea with Sharaf's
family, where I met and
played with his twin grand-
daughters. Early the next
morning we would start a
week-long trip that would
take us to the southern coast
at Bir Ali and Al-Mukalla,
then to Wadi Hadramawt,
and then into the eastern
desert. We would then travel
across the desert on the
boarder with Saudia Arabia
to Marib, which was home
to the Queen of Sheba.
 In order to travel outside
the western highlands, one
needs to file a travel itiner-
ary with the government and
carry lots of copies to give
out at the police check-
points. Given that Yemen
wants safe tourists, there are
a lot of police checkpoints.
Often policeman will often
ride in the vehicle between
checkpoints.
AK-47s & Knives
 I was never sure how
much of this was due to
safety and how much was
due to the supplemental
income generated by tips
from tourists. However, this
is also a land with 60 mil-
lion guns and only 15 mil-
lion people. All men wear a
ceremonial knife called a
Jambiya. In addition, most
men have an AK-47 slung
over their shoulder - more as
part of a dress code than a
sign trouble being around
the corner.
 After crossing the central
desert highlands, we go to a
fertile valley called Wadi
Hadramawt. As Sharaf
rounded a corner, the five
hundred tightly-clustered
skyscrapers of the town of
Shibam jutted out from the
flat valley floor. Rightly so,
Shibam is often called "The
Manhattan of the Desert".
 Many of the tower houses
are 7 stories tall and rise
over 100 feet tall. Amaz-
ingly they are built from
adobe, then the facades are
covered in patterns of brown
and light-colored lime plas-
ter.
Wadi Hadramawt
 After seeing many of
towns in Wadi Hadramawt
we headed back across the
desert, somewhat near the
Saudi boarder, to Marib the
ancient center of the Sheba
Civilization. This civiliza-
tion had amazing accom-
plishments including a dam
that was 2,200 feet long and
was 50 feet high at its mid-
point that lasted for over
1,300 years. Remnants of
the dam and two temples are
in the process of being exca-
vated.
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sweeping turns, and
absorbed all road imperfec-
tions quite well. The ute did
heel a little more than I
would’ve liked, but that
won’t be a problem, unless
you drive the vehicle like a
sports car.

Lexus claims the NX will
accelerate from zero to 60
mph in seven seconds flat
with the optional all-wheel
drive (AWD) system. Front-
wheel drive (FWD) is a tad
slower. On the road, both
engines provided adequate
get-up-and-go, but the
nearly 4,000-lb. vehicle
could use more power.
 Determining value is
quite hard here as Lexus
wasn’t forthcoming about
price. However, it did say
the NX will be positioned
competitively with its peers
and lower than the $42,000
RX. We’re guessing the NX
will carry a price tag
between $37,000 and
$40,000. At that price, lux-
ury buyers should be happy.
Yes, the NX could use more
power, but offers top-notch
styling, superb comfort and
an above average ride. And a
surprising amount of interior
room.
That is, if you don't mind
people looking like they've
just seen a Predator.

Motoramic

of head and leg room
to move about, even
with the front seat set
far back. (Well, more
room than an econ-
omy seat in any air-
plane.)
 That spaciousness
takes a toll on storage,
where the trunk only
offers 17.7 cubic feet
— or roughly half of
the RAV4, and less
than any other com-
petitor. You’ll have to
pack prudently for a
weekend getaway,
especially if you have
kids.
 Technlogy-wise, the
NX is a little above
average. All of the lat-
est driver assists are
on tap like a pre-
collision system,
adaptive cruise con-
trol, blind spot moni-
toring, rear cross traf-
fic alert and lane
departure warning;
inside, there's a new
touchpad controller in
the center console that
operates all the navi-

gation and radio functions.
 Despite Lexus’ efforts to
position this crossover as a
sportier vehicle, it just isn’t.
That isn’t to say the car was
a pleasure to drive; The
steering is responsive and
lively, it held the road
admirably during fast

legroom). The NX feels far
more spacious in the back
than those numbers would
suggest, and is one of the
roomier compact crossovers
I’ve sat in. In fact, we
coaxed one of our 6-foot, 3-
inch hosts to sit in the NX’s
rear seat and he had plenty

 The rear seats are spec-
tacular; Lexus spent extra
time ensuring adult passen-
gers will fit comfortably.
Like most compact utes, it
looks like a full-size person
will have to be shoe-horned
into the back (officially
rated at just 36.1 inches of

By Chuck Tannert 

Lexus recently unveiled the
production version of its all-
new NX compact crossover
in majestic Whistler, British
Colombia, a couple hours
northeast of Vancouver.
While the automaker essen-
tially created the crossover
segment with its wildly
popular RX, this is its first
offering in the compact
arena, which is literally
bursting at the seams with
talented options like the
Acura RDX, Audi Q5,
BMW X3 and Mercedes-
Benz GLK....

It's the nose, isn't it? You're
still looking at the nose.
And I don't blame you.
 How could you not? The
NX's fascia has the most
Predator-like design of any
modern Lexus. In profile
and from a distance, the NX
reminded me of one of
those phallic-shaped three-
wheelers driven by Gold-
member in an Austin Pow-
ers movie. But that image
faded as I started my walk
around the mini ute, and the
awkward looks grew on me
after a couple of days in the
saddle.
 One could mistake the
NX for a mini version of
RX, the superstar in the
Lexus stable. But compar-
ing the two vehicles side-
by-side dispels any real
comparisons. Unlike the
RX, which is based on the
Camry, the NX gets its
bones from the Toyota
RAV4. While that raised
some concern, Lexus prom-
ises that 90 percent of the
platform has been upgraded,
strengthened or modified, so
much so that the two vehi-
cles wouldn’t feel related at
all. And they were right.
 Set to ship late this fall,
the NX will be offered with
two engine options. The
200t will use an all-new 2.0-
liter turbocharged direct
injection four-cylinder, a
first for Lexus. Using a
twin-scroll turbocharger, the
new engine produces 235 hp
and 258 lb.-ft. of torque —
landing between the boosted
2.0-liter found in the Audi
Q5 (220 hp) and the BMW
X3 (240 hp). Lexus claims
the AWD NX should
achieve 21 mpg city and 28
mpg on the highway.
 For the Toyota hybrid

crowd power, the NX 300h
employs Lexus’ Hybrid
Drive system with a 154 hp,
2.5-liter Atkinson-cycle
engine paired to a 141 hp
electric motor. It’s basically
the same setup found in the
ES 300h, but makes a little
less power. In addition, the
300h is also outfitted with a
continuously variable trans-
mission (CVT), instead of
the 200t’s six-speed auto-
matic transmission. The
300h should realize 33 mpg
city and 30 on the highway.
 If you can get past the
bulbous nose — and that's a
sizable "if" to overcome —
the NX is a rather attractive
machine, incorporating
Lexus’s spindle grille,
which is surrounded by pair
of LED headlamps, fog
lamps, and daytime running
lamps. Inside, the NX is
stylish and comfortable. The
front seats are designed with
a low hip point for an
improved driver position as

well as increased headroom.
Both the regular and sport
seats are comfortable and
support you in all the right
areas. However, the sport
seats are not designed for
“big boned” lads like
myself, and come off a bit
claustrophobic.

Driving the 2015 Lexus
NX, the small SUV with

the sharp snoot
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