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democratically-elected govern-
ments did not have a mandate to
ignore human rights.

"It's been two years now, almost
to the day, since the euphoria of
those early days when we saw
dictator after dictator toppling in
the Middle East and North

Africa," HRW's executive direc-
tor Kenneth Roth told reporters
in London.  Continued on page2

LONDON - The Arab Spring has
given way to new governments
that are failing to respect basic
rights such as freedom of expres-
sion, Human Rights Watch
warned as it published its annual
report Thursday.

The US-based group urged the
young Islamist regimes of coun-
tries such as Egypt, Libya and
Tunisia to build "genuine"
democracies, saying that even
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That early euphoria has given way to often despair and deep concern over
what turned out to be a much more difficult situation than many perhaps
had hoped."
He added: "It turns out, in fact, the toppling of a dictator may have been
the easy part. The difficult part is replacing that repressive regime with a
rights-respecting democracy."

Roth said the Arab Spring had seen "the rise of Islamist parties in particu-
lar who threaten to use religion to suppress the rights of women or dissi-
dents or minorities".
Freedom of expression is being heavily restricted under several new gov-
ernments in the region, including Egypt, he warned.
"We've seen an unfortunate tendency on the part of new governments
throughout the region to suppress speech that is critical of them, critical of
the judiciary, critical of religion."
The campaign group expressed numerous concerns over Egypt's new con-
stitution, saying it contained "defects" with regard to women's rights, free-
dom of expression, freedom of religion and civilian oversight of the army.
Ultimately, Roth said, it is up to the region's governments to build a
brighter future for their citizens than the dictators they replaced.
"Treacherous as the path ahead is, it is simply wrong to consign people to
the grim future of authoritarian rule and repression."

Arab Spring fails to deliver basic human rights
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Unabated anger in Egypt
as pressure builds on

By Taieb Mahjoub – CAIRO
Sporadic clashes broke out overnight between protesters
demanding the ouster of Egypt's Islamist President
Mohamed Morsi and security forces outside the presiden-
tial palace, witnesses said on Sunday.

There were no reports of casualties from the confronta-
tions which follow violent clashes on Friday outside the
presidential palace that left one person dead.

Late on Saturday several hundred mostly young protesters
again gathered outside the compound and threw stones
and petrol bombs at its walls, a correspondent said.

One protester said they were there to pay homage to the
young man killed on Friday, and they chanted "Leave!"
and "The people want the regime to fall!" -- slogans used
two years earlier against ousted veteran president Hosni
Mubarak.
Security forces deployed outside the palace grounds fired
tear gas overnight when protesters tried to storm one of
the gates, the witnesses said.

The head of the military's Republican Guards, tasked with
protecting the presidency, said his troops would ignore
"provocation" from protesters, the official MENA news
agency 
reported.

The main opposition National Salvation Front (NSF),
meanwhile, called for the resignation of Interior Minister
Mohammed Ibrahim after a video showing a naked man
being beaten by police during Friday's protest went viral
on the Internet.
The beating was "an inhumane spectacle... no less ugly
than the killings of martyrs, which is considered a contin-
uation of the security force's programme of excessive
force," the opposition bloc said.

Ibrahim ordered a probe into the incident and said he
would resign if "that's what the people want," his office
said.
The presidency also scrambled to contain fallout from the
footage.

A statement said the presidency was "pained by the
shocking footage of some policemen treating a protester
in a manner that does not accord with human dignity and
human rights" but 
described the incident as an "isolated act."
Prosecutors say Hamed Saber, a 50-year-old construction
painter, was found carrying petrol bombs.

Saber said on television that he had been set upon and
stripped by protesters and that the police had saved him,
but his daughter Randa disputed the account and said on
television: "He's lying; he's scared."

A nephew of Saber added: "He is lying because there is a
lot of pressure on him."
On Sunday, calm prevailed in Cairo but the widening gap
between the presidency and the opposition was evident.
The Freedom and Justice and Party, the political arm of
the Muslim Brotherhood from which Morsi hails, accused
the NSF, led by failed presidential candidates, of trying to
take the presidency by force.

"Being a witness to violence and the armed militias of the
NSF, people now know the assailants trying to take over
the presidency by force after being defeated in the vote,"
wrote a commentator in the party's newspaper.
Meanwhile, Egypt's top court the Supreme Constitutional
Court on Sunday postponed a ruling until March 3 on the
legality of the Islamist-dominated commission that
drafted a contested new constitution, state media reported.

The legality of the panel that drafted the constitution is at
the heart of Egypt’s worst political crisis since the over-
throw nearly two years ago of former president Hosni
Mubarak.
The charter has divided Egypt, pitting Morsi and his back-
ers against the opposition which includes secularists, left-
ists and Christians as well as Muslims.

Since the start of the new wave of violence in Egypt on
January 24, the eve of the second anniversary of the upris-
ing that ousted Mubarak, nearly 60 people have been
killed in the country.
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Bahrain to resume national
dialogue Feb 10

DUBAI - Bahrain's Justice Ministry announced Monday that national
talks aimed to end the kingdom's political stalemate will resume on
February 10 after an earlier round failed to bring the opposition
onboard.
Justice Minister Khalid Bin Ali Al-Khalifa said that the dialogue will
reconvene on Sunday, February 10, after he met representatives of the
six opposition groups, as well as eight other associations that are on
good terms with the government, BNA state news agency reported.
The opposition groups included Al-Wefaq, the largest formation in the
Gulf state that is ruled by the Al-Khalifa dynasty. It was not clear if the
government would participate in the dialogue as a party, or just preside
over the talks.
King Hamad called in January for a new round of talks in a move cau-
tiously welcomed by the opposition which had shunned earlier invita-
tions, as protests continue in the kingdom.
The opposition has repeatedly said it is ready for a meaningful dia-
logue, but has stuck to its demands. Al-Wefaq, which had pulled out of
a similar round of talks in July 2011, said in December that it was
ready for new dialogue. — AFP

Yemen to extradite Al-Shehri’s
widow if she surrenders

RIYADH - Yemen will hand over Saeed Al-Shehri’s widow Wafa to
Saudi Arabia if she decides to give herself up to authorities in Yemen,
Al-Hayat daily reported Sunday.
Al-Shehri, Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula’s second-in-command,
was reportedly killed in Yemen in a military strike a few days ago.
The source added that authorities in Yemen identified the location of
Al-Shehri’s grave.
They are currently examining the location and will send a DNA sample
of Al-Shehri’s corpse to the Saudi authorities to double check the iden-
tity of the corpse.
Al-Shehri’s widow does not stay for a long time in one location and
keeps moving from one place to another in Shabwah Governorate
accompanied by her children from two previous marriages, said the
source. 
The source told Al-Hayat that Wafa is not on the list of wanted persons
in Yemen.
The source said AQAP’s main leaders were killed and currently their
followers have adopted a guerilla-style operation and moved to several
locations. Most of them went to remote areas near Mareb and Hadra-
mawt, the source noted.

Intercepted ship 'carried
weapons from Iran'

Yemeni officials confirmed on Saturday that a ship intercepted last
month off its coast was an Iranian vessel trying to smuggle explosives
and surface-to-air missiles to the country, the state news agency Saba
reported.
Officials in Washington said earlier this week that the seizure of the
ship on January 23 was coordinated with the US navy, and that the
intercepted shipment was believed to have been from Iran and destined
for insurgents in northern  Yemen.
Saba quoted a source at Yemen's higher security committee who said
the weapons, including Russian-designed anti-aircraft missiles, were
hidden inside four containers concealed by a diesel tank.
"The source said that the ship, with its cargo, was handed over to eight
Yemeni crew in Iran to deliver it to the Yemeni shores," Saba said.
The agency said the weapons were now being unloaded and sorted and
the crew questioned.
"The results will be published after the contents of the ship are
unloaded and sorted," it added.
Iranian meddling
Yemen's president, Abd-Rabbu Mansour Hadi, snubbed a visiting Ira-
nian envoy last year to signal his "displeasure" after Sanaa said it
uncovered an Iranian-led spy ring in the capital.
A US official, who spoke on condition of anonymity, said on Monday
that the seizure of the ship demonstrates "ever-pernicious Iranian med-
dling in other countries in the region." The Yemeni government
believes that Iran is supporting the Houthis, a Shia insurgent group
based in northern Yemen.
Iran denies any interference in Yemen's affairs.
Earlier in January, the US envoy to Yemen, Gerald Feierstein, was
quoted as accusing Iran of also working with southern secessionists
seeking to restore the country that merged with North Yemen in 1990.
Yemen is also grappling with an al-Qaeda insurgency in the centre and
south of the country.
Yemen's government said in a statement issued by the Yemeni embassy
in Washington last Monday that the shipment was intercepted in
Yemeni waters, close to the Arabian Sea. It said Yemeni coast guard
officials boarded the vessel, which flew multiple flags and had eight
Yemeni crew members on board.
"Authorities are continuing to investigate the vessel's shipping route by
analysing navigation records found on board the ship," the statement
said.
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Saudi women work with men...
separated by high wallsSaudi 

RIYADH - Saudi authorities have ordered shops employ-
ing both men and women to build separation walls to
enforce the strict segregation laws of the ultra-
conservative kingdom, local press reported Monday.

The order that was issued by labour minister Adel Faqih
also had the stamp of Abdullatif al-Sheikh, the head of the
Commission for the Promotion of Virtue and Prevention
of Vice, commonly known as Mutawa and religious
police, several dailies reported.

It stipulated that a separation barrier, not shorter than 1.6
metres (over five feet), should be erected to divide work-
ing men and women.

Authorities in June 2011 told lingerie shops to replace
their salesmen, mostly Asian, with Saudi saleswomen.
This directive was later extended to cosmetic outlets.
Saudi women have long complained they feel uncomforta-
ble having to buy lingerie from men and would prefer
female sales assistants.
In December, the head of the religious police strongly crit-
icised the labour ministry, claiming that saleswomen do
not have a proper working environment and that some
have been harassed.
The labour ministry had said the decision to employ
women at lingerie shops should create some 44,000 jobs
for Saudi women, among whom unemployment is more
than 30 percent, according to official figures.

UAE welcomes Bahrain talks
Abu Dhabi: Shaikh Abdullah Bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
UAE Foreign Minister, has welcomed the expected launch
of the national dialogue in Bahrain under the patronage of
King Hamad Bin Eisa Al Khalifa.
Shaikh Abdullah extended UAE’s best wishes for the suc-
cess of the dialogue, which is due to start next week in
order to achieve its goals in boosting security and stabil-
ity.
He urged all parties concerned to participate actively and
positively for the success of the dialogue in achieving its
objectives for bringing prosperity in that country.
He strongly hoped that the initiative will serve Bahrain
and its people, affirming UAE’s historic and permanent
support for Bahrain under its wise leadership.

 Yemeni President grants Order of
Unity to UAE ambassador

SANA’A - The Arab American Tody- President Abdo Rabbo Man-
sour Hadi received on Monday the UAE ambassador to Yemen
Abdullah al-Mazrouei on the occasion of ending his tenure in Yemen.
In the meeting, the president expressed his appreciation for the practi-
cal activities carried out by the ambassador in strengthening the broth-
erly relations between Yemen and the UAE especially at the start of
the crisis early 2011.
The president valued the bilateral relations between the two brotherly
countries and described them as deep and historical, wishing the
ambassador all success in his future duties.
For his part, the ambassador voiced his thanks and appreciation to the
president, conveying to him greetings of the UAE President Sheikh
Khalifa bin Zayed and Prime Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid
Al Maktoum.
During the meeting, the president awarded the Order of Unity to the
UAE ambassador in recognition of his great efforts for Yemen and in
strengthening the fraternal relations between the two brotherly coun-
tries and peoples.

Qatar poet trial postponed to
February 25

Dubai: Qatar’s Court of Appeals on Sunday postponed to February
25 the trial of a local poet sentenced to life in prison, Kuwaiti news
site Al Aan has reported.

Mohammad Al Ajami, also known as Mohammad Ibn Al Dheeb, was
handed the sentence in November after the state security court found
him guilty of “inciting to overthrow the ruling system” and “insulting
the emir” in a poem he allegedly recited in Cairo.

Qatar said that the sentence was not an abuse of freedom of speech,
but action against an illegal call to overthrow political regimes, a vio-
lation of the local law.

The case has received wide international attention as Qatar has
assumed a large role on the global scene after it won the distinction of
becoming the first Arab and Muslim country to host the football
World Cup finals in 2022. It was also selected to host the handball
World Cup finals in 2015.
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Lebanon army: We will 
pursue those who attack

LONDON - Rupert Murdoch apologised on Monday for a "grotesque"
cartoon carried in one of his British newspapers showing Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu building a wall with Palestinian bodies.
The acting editor of the Sunday Times newspaper, Martin Ivens, is due
to meet with members of the Jewish community in Britain on Tuesday
to apologise in person after they made a formal complaint about the
image to media regulators.
"Gerald Scarfe has never reflected the opinions of the Sunday Times.
Nevertheless, we owe major apology for grotesque, offensive cartoon,"
Murdoch, who owns the Sunday Times and its daily sister paper the
Times, said on Twitter.
His comments came after the image in Sunday's newspaper sparked
condemnation in Britain and Israel, particularly because of its timing,
appearing on International Holocaust Remembrance Day.
The cartoon shows a scowling Netanyahu waving a blood-covered
trowel, laying bricks in a wall in which Palestinian men, women and
children are trapped. Underneath are the words, "Israeli elections - will
cementing peace continue?"
"For the people of Israel, this is a cartoon which recalls the dark jour-
nalism from one of humankind's darkest periods," Israel's parliamen-
tary speaker, Reuven Rivlin, wrote in a letter to his British counterpart
John Bercow.
The Board of Deputies of British Jews, a representative body, lodged a
complaint with the Press Complaints Commission over what it said
was an "appalling" and "disgusting" cartoon.
It said it was "shockingly reminiscent of the blood libel imagery more
usually found in parts of the virulently antisemitic Arab press".
In a statement, Sunday Times acting editor Ivens said: "The last thing I
or anyone connected with the Sunday Times would countenance
would be insulting the memory of the Shoah or invoking the blood
libel.
"The paper has long written strongly in defence of Israel and its secur-
ity concerns, as have I as a columnist.
"We are however reminded of the sensitivities in this area by the reac-
tion to the cartoon and I will of course bear them very carefully in
mind in future."
Ivens will be meeting with members of the Board of Deputies on Tues-
day where he will "apologise face-to-face for any offence caused", a
source familiar with the matter said.
Gerald Scarfe has been a political cartoonist with the Sunday Times
since 1967 and has also worked for The New Yorker magazine. He
worked on the Disney movie "Hercules" as well as the film of Pink
Floyd's rock opera "The Wall".

Netanyahu builds wall with
Palestinian bodies... Mur-

doch apologises

Lebanon's army
chief has warned
that the military
will "pursue" any-
one who attacks
it, in an interview
published on
Monday after two
troops were killed
in a clash with
Islamists in the
country's east.
"Any hand that
aggresses the
army will be cut
off," army com-
mander Jean Kah-

waji told newspaper Al-Safir.
"We will pursue the attackers wherever they are, and whatever party
they are loyal to," Kahwaji added.
The army chief had on Sunday said that Friday's attack on an army
patrol in the east Lebanon area of Arsal, near the Syrian border, was
"premeditated". Kahwaji also said the soldiers were killed in a
"barbaric way".
"Methods were used that are against our Christian and Muslim
beliefs," he said of the attack, in which two Lebanese soldiers, one a
captain, were killed in the clash with militants.
Security officials have identified the attackers as radical Islamists.
A local official said the soldiers were killed using axes and their
corpses mutilated, adding that they had likely been tortured before
their deaths.

The army has in the wake of the attacks launched an in-depth security
operation in the area.
On Sunday, Kahwaji praised the army for "standing in the face of
plans for our country to be consumed by regional chaos".
Lebanon has suffered a spillover of Syria's raging war, which the UN
says has left 60,000 people dead in nearly two years.
Northern and eastern Lebanon have been struck by frequent cross-
border shellings and clashes, while the Syrian regime has told Leba-
non to better control its porous border to prevent the smuggling of
fighters and arms.
According to Al-Safir newspaper, Friday's ambush "is an indicator of
the risk posed by (Islamist) cells that have been created on the front-
line due to the Syrian crisis".
Lebanon was dominated politically and militarily by Syria for nearly
30 years.
The small Mediterranean country is sharply divided over the Syrian
revolt, which erupted in March 2011.
Shiite movement Hezbollah and its allies back the regime of President
Bashar al-Assad, while the Sunni-led Future movement and its allies
support the revolt.
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The United States’ relationship with the Arab League prior to the Sec-
ond World War was limited. However, the first country to officially
recognize the US was Morocco. Moreover, in comparison to Euro-
pean powers such as Britain and France which had managed to colon-
ise almost all of the Arab World after defeating the Ottoman Empire in
1918, the United States was ‘popular and respected throughout the
region’.[1] Indeed, ‘Americans were seen as good people, untainted
by the selfishness and duplicity associated with the Europeans’.[2]
American missionaries had brought modern medicine and set up edu-
cational institutions all over the Arab World. In addition to this, the
US had provided the Arab states with highly skilled petroleum engi-
neers.[3] Thus, there were some connections, which were made
between the United States and the Arab states before the Second
World War. All in all, the American-Arab relations have had their ups
and downs, with each conflict changing the relations. At the moment,
Arab–American relations are very strong economically, where the
Arab world is the third largest exporter to the US, and the US is the
first largest importer in the Arab world. Nevertheless, these strong
economic relations fail to show in the political arena.

Arab-Israeli Conflict
The first real incident of deterioration between the Arab world and the
US was when the US recognized Israel, and supported it in the United
Nations. This issue has decreased the US's reputation and role within
the Arab streets, hate towards the US increased, and the US was seen
as the 'Friend of the Arabs Enemy,' Israel, thus becoming the Enemy.

First Gulf War
The war between Iran and Iraq was another step in Arab–American
relations, where the US strongly supported Iraq in its war against the
Islamic republic of Iran. Among major powers, the United States' pol-
icy was to "tilt" toward Iraq by reopening diplomatic channels, lifting
restrictions on the export of dual-use technology, overseeing the trans-
fer of third party military hardware, and providing operational intelli-
gence on the battlefield.
Second Gulf War
The US role in the Gulf War was very significant. When Iraq decided
to invade another Arab country, Kuwait, several Arab states decided to
enter to free Kuwait; the US adopted these States, and headed the coa-
lition forces, which gave the US the image of a liberator, especially
among the rich Arab states of Saudi Arabia, UAE, Bahrain, Qatar and
Kuwait. The US currently has several Military bases in these states.

Anti-Arabism
William A. Dorman, writing in the compedium The United States and
the Middle East: A Search for New Perspectives (1992) notes that
whereas "anti-Semitism is no longer socially acceptable, at least
among the educated classes. No such social sanctions exist for anti-
Arabism."[4]
In the mid-1970s, a prominent Russian-born American libertarian
author, scholar and philosopher, Ayn Rand, advocated strong anti-
Arab sentiment following the Arab-Israeli War of 1973: "The Arabs
are one of the least developed cultures. They are typically nomads.
Their culture is primitive, and they resent Israel because it's the sole
beachhead of modern science and civilization on their continent.
When you have civilized men fighting savages, you support the civil-
ized men, no matter who they are."[5]
During the 1991 Gulf War, anti-Arab sentiments increased in the
United States.[6] Arab Americans have experienced a backlash as
result of terrorist attacks, including events where Arabs were not
involved, like the Oklahoma City bombing, and the explosion of TWA
Flight 800.[7] According to a report prepared by the Arab American
Institute, three days after the Oklahoma City bombing "more than 200
serious hate crimes were committed against Arab Americans and
American Muslims. The same was true in the days following Septem-
ber 11."[7]
According to a 2001 poll of Arab Americans conducted by the Arab
American Institute, 32% of Arab Americans reported having been
subjected to some form of ethnic-based discrimination during their
lifetimes, while 20% reported having experienced an instance of eth-
nic-based discrimination since September 11. Of special concern, for
example, is the fact that 45% of students and 37% of Arab Americans
of the Muslim faith report being targeted by discrimination since Sep-
tember 11.[7]
According to the FBI and Arab groups, the number of attacks against
Arabs, Muslims, and others mistaken as such rose considerably after
the 9/11 attacks.[8] Hate crimes against people of Middle Eastern ori-
gin or descent increased from 354 attacks in 2000, to 1,501 attacks in
2001.[6] Among the victims of the backlash was a Middle Eastern
man in Houston, Texas who was shot and wounded after an assailant
accused him of "blowing up the country"[7] and four immigrants shot
and killed by a man named Larme Price who confessed to killing
them as "revenge" for the September 11 attacks.

Anti-Americanism
For the most part, it is the rise of alternatives, ushered in by moderni-
zation, that threatens traditional societies and generates anti-American
reaction. The stability of traditional society (like that of modern totali-
tarian systems) rests on the lack of alternatives, on the lack of choice.
Choice is deeply subversive-culturally, politically, psychologically.
The recent outburst of murderous anti- Americanism has added a new
dimension to the phenomenon, or at any rate, throws into relief the
intense hatred it may encapsulate. The violence of September 11
shows that when anti-Americanism is nurtured by the kind of indigna-
tion and resentment that in [turn] is stimulated and sanctioned by
religious convictions, it can become spectacularly destructive."[9]
In 2002 and in mid-2004 Zogby International polled the favorable/
unfavorable ratings of the U.S. in Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Jordan, Leba-
non, Morocco and the United Arab Emirates. In Zogby's 2002 survey,
76% of Egyptians had a negative attitude toward the United States,
compared with 98% in 2004. In Morocco, 61% viewed the country
unfavorably in 2002, but in two years, that number has jumped to 88
percent. In Saudi Arabia, such responses rose from 87% in 2002 to
94% in June. Attitudes were virtually unchanged in Lebanon but
improved slightly in the UAE, from 87% who said in 2002 that they
disliked the United States to 73% in 2004.[10] However most of these
countries mainly objected to foreign policies that they considered
unfair.[10]
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Arab–American relations
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Salam Dear Brother,
Thank you for your question and for contacting Ask About Islam
Your first reference John 1:3-4 as Creator, from the New International
Version (NIV)
[(3) Through him all things were made; without him nothing was
made that has been made. (4) In him was life, and that life was the
light of all mankind.]
In my opinion, this should be read with John 1:1-2 as the ‘him’ is not
explained. From John 1:2 how is it that “Word” has a capital letter but
“him” in John 1:3-4 does not? Obviously, it would be confusing. Yet,
nowhere is Jesus (peace be upon him) mentioned in this passage.
The passage does say the word "created"; but the "Word" only
appears to be a mechanism through which creation occurs. Who gives
the command to create is not mentioned. Everything is said on the
authority of John, not of God and not of Jesus (peace be upon him).
So, who is John? And we are met with silence. What was his author-
ity? We don’t know. Yet, this passage is often taken as the basis of the
Trinity in Christianity.
Let us compare with the Quran and Islam.
{Behold the angels said, O Maryam, Allah gives you the happy news
of a Word from Him; his name will be Masih (Messiah) Isa (Jesus)
ibn Maryam, held in honour in this world and the Hereafter and of
(the company of) those nearest to Allah.} (Quran 3:45)
{She said, O my Lord! How shall I have a son when no man has
touched me? He said: Even so, Allah creates what He wills: when He
has decreed a matter, He only says, Be and it is} (Quran 3:46-47)
The Arabic expression is "kun fi ya kun", meaning "be and it
becomes".
In other words, Allah creates by a Word. One of the titles of Jesus
(peace be upon him) in Islam, is Kalimatul-Allah, the Word of Allah
because he was created by a word from Allah.

Matthew 28:18 as Ruler
[Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me."] (NIV Matthew 28:18)
We would need to understand what the word “given” means in this

context. Muslims would understand it as God is supporting His
prophet. Nowhere in the Bible is there a reference to Jesus (peace be
upon him) commanding the angels, so one can only wonder as to the
meaning of this sentence.
Personally, I would assume heaven to refer to the next life and earth
to refer to this life and the passage to mean Jesus (peace be upon him)
has been given authority to speak about both.
Now, you choose to see “ruler” in this passage but I am afraid that is
not clear to me.
Yes, we agree, Jesus (peace be upon him) did perform miracles, but
only with the grace and permission of God. Similarly God has sup-
ported other prophets with miracles e.g. Moses and Muhammad
(peace be upon them). So, miracles do not make man a prophet, they
only support him.

Let us look at Matthew 18:17-20:
[(17) And when they saw him, they worshipped him; but some
doubted. (18) And Jesus came to them and spake unto them saying,
"All authority hath been given unto me in heaven and on earth". (19)
Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them
in the name of the father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. (20)
Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I commanded you;
and lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.]
The ‘Great Commission’ as narrated in the Gospel of Mark has no
mention of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost (Mark 16:15). Christian
historians readily admit that the Bible was the object of continuous
“correction” and “addition” to bring it into line with established
beliefs.
“All but the most conservative of scholars agree that at least the latter
part of this command (Great Commission) was inserted later ...” See
"For Christ’s Sake", Tom Harper, p.103
“The mission is described in the language of the church and most
commentators doubt that the Trinitarian formula was original at this
point in Mark’s Gospel, since the NT elsewhere does not know of
such a formula and describes baptism as being performed in the name
of the Lord Jesus (see Acts 2:38, 8:16 etc.) Ref: Peake’s Commentary
on the Bible, pub since 1919.
See Peter’s command after Jesus (on whom be peace) had been taken
up (left this earth), in Acts 2:38:
[And Peter said to them, repent and let each of you be baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.] 
Thereby displaying a lack of knowledge of the mention of the Trinity
or, most unlikely, choosing to ignore a direct command from Jesus
(peace be upon him).
Initially, baptism was an act of repentance; it was changed by the
“Church”, to be a cleansing action to be prepared for entrance to
heaven; as shown in the discussion where Peter seems unaware of it. I
have often wondered what happens to babies, born of Christian par-
ents, who die before being baptized.
My understanding of the Christian belief is they go to Purgatory, but
recently, the Vatican has intimated the Pope is thinking to abolish the
concept of Purgatory! Is this going to be yet another change to Chris-
tianity?
In Islam, everything comes into existence by the Will and Permission
of Allah (God) submitting to His command, that is, as a Muslim.
There is no concept of inherited sin in Islam, as Allah (God) forgave
Adam and Eve during their lifetimes.

I hope this helps answer your question.

Salam and please keep in touch.

Why Claim Jesus is
Not God? - 1
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Messiah

Your first reference about Jesus being the Messiah, we read in the New
International Version (NIV) of the bible:

[But Jesus remained silent and gave no answer. Again the high priest asked
him, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?”] (Mark 14:61)

There’s a general misunderstanding of the word Messiah (Masih in Arabic),
it actually means anointed-one. There are numerous examples of people and
things, even a pillar in the Old Testament (OT), being anointed in the Bible.
Even today, people in high office and the Queens or Kings of England are
anointed for their position. It has no connotation of divinity or Son of God.

The Jews do not accept that the OT points to Jesus (peace be upon him) as
the Messiah that was to come. Muslims believe the OT points to the coming
of Muhammad (peace be upon him). In fact, in the Bible (John 1:19-21)
when John the Baptist is asked:

Are you Elijah, Are you the Christ, are you that prophet? The explanation is
that this points to Jesus (peace be upon him) and refers the student back to
Deuteronomy 18:18, where God (reputedly) says: I will raise up a prophet
like unto you O Moses..... What does this tell us about Jesus (peace be upon
him) if we believe the Christians? That Jesus (peace be upon him) was a
prophet as Moses (peace be upon him) was never considered a ‘Son of God’
as the Christians view Jesus (peace be upon him). Muslims believe “that
prophet” refers to Muhammad (peace be upon him).

Jesus was the Word

We read in the New International Version (NIV) of the bible:

[No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God

and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known.] (John
1:18)

When did Jesus (peace be upon him) see God? Who is speaking and with
what authority? Where is John’s reference for what he is claiming? How
could the physical/earthly son, born of a woman see God? If you answer
spiritually, then according to Christianity, Jesus (peace be upon him) was
actually the Word; and we have no description of that, neither do we know if
the “Word” could ‘see’.

“No one has ever seen God," means our knowledge of God did not come
from any man. Muslims agree it came from the One true God to His Proph-
ets and then to man from the prophets. And we can only say of God what He
Himself has told us; we can neither add nor subtract from that. Which
makes Muslims question where is the “Trinity” actually mentioned? Where
does Jesus (peace be upon him) actually say, I am God (God forbid)?

We read in New International Version (NIV) of the bible:

[Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”] (John 20:28)

One only has to look at the passage and the punctuation in the Bible to come
to an understanding. For example, When Thomas exclaimed: “My Lord and
My God” there is an exclamation mark in the text. But does this tell us any-
thing about a risen Jesus (peace be upon him)? Nothing is said as to whether
there were marks on his body or not, whether it was his earthly body or not.

In these circumstances one is free to make up his/her own mind. He only
expresses surprise, which could be due to marks being there or to an
absence of such marks. In the latter case, it could be a “new” body or he
wasn’t crucified. We simply are not told.

Conclusion

I have attempted to reply to the given references but I am sure, the ques-
tioner will agree, there are many more. Jesus (peace be upon him) is the
Word of God means that he is God's messenger who conveyed God's Word
on earth and is not himself God.

I hope this helps answer your question.

Salam and please keep in touch. :

www.onislam.net

– 

Why Claim Jesus
is Not God? 2
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The Lebanese Method   
Nicholas Blincoe             
With his first book for a popular audience, Fooled by Randomness (2001), the statistician Nas-
sim Nicholas Taleb quickly became the new century’s favorite skeptic: We live in a complex
world, and it’s not getting any easier. We are bombarded with information and bedazzled by the
range of available choices. In response, we put our faith in computer models, using statistics to
make sense of everything from population growth to stock markets and bank rates . . . even next
year’s fashionable colors or the summer’s pop hits. Taleb’s book raised a warning flag.

Heargues that we are hopeless at predictions no matter how much data we crunch. The most
highly-priced consultant is no better than the average Joe in the street when it comes to reading
the future. Professional and amateur, alike, tend to overvalue the latest piece of information,
‘see’ patterns when there is only randomness, and flip out entirely when confronted by the
unexpected.

Taleb’s follow-up, Black Swan (2007), looked more closely at unexpected events. Once upon a
time, Taleb tells us, Europeans believed that all swans were white. When the first black swan
appeared, it seemed miraculous and the entire definition of a swan had to be rewritten. The les-
son Taleb draws is that the way we frame the world is too rigid. When anything unpredictable
happens, it comes as a far bigger shock than it ought. We need a more flexible approach, he
argues. With his third book, Antifragile, he gives us his blueprint for a flexible, unshockable
worldview.

Antifragile often resembles a self-help book, though it is difficult to imagine any other self-help
book as bossy and argumentative. The most bewildering sections are those voiced by two imag-
inary characters, Fat Tony and Nero Tulip, who appear to represent the two sides of Taleb’s
Lebanese homeland. Fat Tony is the wise guy, a street hustler who is unimpressed by fancy
rhetoric and always wants to know what’s in it for him. Nero Tulip, in contrast, is more ‘frou-
frou’ and refined, yet just as stubborn as Fat Tony in his way. Nero is determined to lead a spe-
cial life, not dulled and flattened by average expectations. The self-help sections of Antifragile
are poised between these two poles, Fat Tony’s tough common sense and Nero’s love of beauty
and oddity. 
Taleb argues that we are built to be fooled by theories. He says, “Theories come and go, experi-

ence stays.” Fat Tony trusts experience
and, in one anecdote, becomes rich in
1991 when he bets against the experts
who believe the price of oil will rise with
the first Gulf War. The theory is that a
war causes hoarding and bottlenecks yet,
as Tony notes, the date of the war was
known so far in advance that too much oil
had been hoarded. Tony is beholden to no
theories. He simply looked at the figures,
saw there were more barrels of oil than
the world needed, and bet on the price
falling, which is exactly what happened.

Taleb began his professional life as an
options trader and his little fable about
the birth of Fat Tony’s fortune is drawn
from life. Taleb has seen financial ana-
lysts fail too often. Models are necessarily
based upon historical data, and when a
Black Swan event comes along to upset
their theories, the experts are helpless.
But as Taleb points out, the fall in oil
prices in 1991 was not a real Black Swan
event. It was unexpected only because the
experts were thinking in terms of histori-

cal models concerning wars. If they had simply looked at the numbers and thought about
demand, they would not have made that mistake. Their theories produced a fragile situation,
while Tony’s back-of-an-envelope calculations proved more workable.

Taleb’s distrust of financial professionals has become more topical since the economic crash.
Banks live by trying to offset risk using more and more fancy financial products known as
derivatives. These products are tested by running tests based on historical data that, to Taleb’s
eyes, seemed explicitly designed to ignore uncomfortable facts. Now the world has come crash-
ing down around the bankers’ ears, they have been bailed out by government who, in turn, take
their advice from academic economists. At every turn, Taleb argues, the people building models
or recommending solutions are divorced from real-life. They get their pay packets and end-of-
year bonuses, or their Nobel prizes and publishing deals, but no part of their income is derived
from real life. Using the language of his option trading days, Taleb claims they take the upside
and make damn sure the downside never touches them. In a Fat Tony-like phrase, he attacks
them because they have ‘no skin in the game.’ Taleb thinks the rewards and punishment should
flow directly from the real events. When he reflects on the bankers responsible for the state of
our world, he recommends beheading on the pavement outside the ATM machine.

If big theories, tested by number crunching historical data, don’t work‚what does? Speaking as
Fat Tony, Taleb urges us to grasp reality using rough-and-ready rules of thumb, in a spirit of
trial and error. Yet just as Taleb speaks in two voices, so there are two sides to his view of his-
tory. He urges respect for the things that have survived the longest. At times, his advice seems
bizarre, as when he recommends Eastern Mediterranean men only eat food with ancient Semitic
or Greek names because anything else might be too new for their sensitive stomachs (even
oranges!). Taleb loves the mountainous villages of Lebanon, which have survived despite four
thousand years of the shocks of war. He draws street smarts from wise guys, but his real wis-
dom comes from the writings of ancient Greek and Arabic philosophers. Here, Taleb turns into
Nero Tulip, the more gentle side of his two-fold psyche. Beneath the braggadocio, Taleb loves
the quiet life. Because top-down solutions tend to exaggerate shocks, he argues, we need to
develop small-scale strategies, diversify our portfolios and—especially—listen to the traditions
of his Lebanese home. 
Nicholas Blincoe
Author and screenwriter living between London and the Palestinian city of Bethlehem. He writes regu-
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SANA’A,-THE ARAB AMERICAN TODAY
Yemeni President Abdo Rabbo Mansour Hadi received here on
Tuesday President of Middle East in Total Group, Arnaud Breuillac,
and his accompanying delegation.
The meeting discussed the performance of the French Total com-
pany in various fields and blocks where it operates and the impor-
tance of working on increasing the production, as well as the possi-
bility of giving the company other blocks and areas on the Arab and
Red seas and on land.
The President confirmed that the partnership with Total is  strategic
,as the company is considered the largest investor in the oil and gas
fields, stressing the importance of activating the processes of pro-
duction and exploration. 
He confirmed that the State is hunting the saboteurs and terrorists
anywhere in order to provide the appropriate investment climates.
The President pointed out that there are good signs of economic fea-
sibility, including more than 500 gas wells ,which are closed until
they being invested and arranging their production.

Yemeni President receives
President of Total Group in

 East Middle

Huge GCC construction
spending changes global

JEDDAH – As investments in the construction sector continue to
grow in the GCC, the region has become a major driver of global
change in the construction industry. In a seminar entitled ’The Future
of EPC’, hosted by Deloitte Middle East and Freshfields Bruckhaus
Deringer LLC in Dubai, the changing landscape of the engineering,
procurement and construction (EPC) environment came under the
spotlight.

Experts gathered to provide perspectives from the largest project
owners and international contractors in the region, and recommenda-
tions for industry participants on what they can do to plan for suc-
cess.
"Driven by continued global dependence on energy, and coupled with
substantial needs in the region for world-class infrastructure and
industry, the forecasted vast construction spend will create increasing
demands on both project owners and contractors as they deliver these
projects over the next five years," said Rizwan Shah, Managing
Director, Corporate Finance, and Leader of Deloitte’s Capital Pro-
jects Advisory services practice for the Middle East.

As outlined by Deloitte experts at the event, EPC projects in the
GCC are forecasted to increase in size and complexity, and project
owners are now enhancing their own capabilities to execute their rap-
idly growing and expensive portfolios in a capitally efficient manner.
Contractors are likewise seeking ways to grow their businesses while
safeguarding their interests from technical, commercial and legal per-
spectives, from initiation to close-out. Achieving all three perspec-
tives will mandate new requirements of contractors that are entrusted
to deliver these large capital projects.

"With planned spend in the region of $100 billion each for the Saudi
Arabia, UAE and Qatar markets, the EPC landscape is shifting. Now
is the time for owners and contractors to understand what is achieva-
ble - with respect to their current capabilities - as we barrel towards
an embedded culture of capital efficiency, transparency, accountabil-
ity and continuous improvement," said Shah.

At the seminar, Deloitte experts highlighted the implications of
advancements of EPC in the region, sharing that many large capital
projects are exceeding budgets and surpassing deadlines. As a result,
project owners are looking to "overhaul" their current project man-
agement and delivery structures to improve their delivery perfor-
mance. This could impact:

• How projects are selected and endorsed, including making use of a
comprehensive business case that considers all of the projects
requirements, from inception and design through to commissioning
and operation.

• Setting up projects for success by providing integrated and collabo-
rative platforms with their contractors with the hopes of reviewing
and analyzing electronic data as they transition from a reactive to a
more proactive operating model.

• Their resourcing requirements that are needed to monitor an
increasing number of projects procured through a variety of delivery
strategies and contract types.

• Their selection of contracting strategies that suit the available
details of project scope, specifications and risk structuring, while
providing their contractors with appropriate incentives to perform.

• Investing in systems to assist in tracking and managing the pro-
jects’ status and performance baselines throughout the lifecycle of
the project.

Erin Miller Rankin, Head of Construction, Freshfields Bruckhaus
Deringer for the MENA region, said: "We are seeing many new
trends emerging in the approach taken to contract regulations, partic-
ularly in respect to EPC. These trends are being driven by the on-
going international effects resultant from the global economic crisis.
Recent regional interest and international transparency reporting
regimes apply very broadly to opportunities in the Middle East. Con-
sequently, much greater attention is being paid to contractual risk
allocation, using increasingly detailed and sophisticated contractual
provisions to define that allocation. There is also an increased inter-
est around maintaining closer oversight on materialization of risks
and their consequences during the project delivery process." — SG
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Dramatic drop in Egypt for-
eign reserves in January

CAIRO - Egypt's foreign reserves fell by almost 10 percent to $13.6
billion in January, the Central Bank of Egypt said in a statement on
Tuesday published by the official MENA news agency.
The bank said "foreign reserves fell heavily by $1.4 billion to $13.61
billion in January, from $15 billion in December," the agency
reported. The statement gave no reason for the fall.
Despite an influx of $5 billion in aid from Qatar in the form of grants
and loans over the past year, the reserves have continued to drop.
MENA quoted an economics expert saying the decrease since Decem-
ber was partly due to Egypt paying interest on foreign loans and a
drop in tourism revenues due to continuing political unrest.
The bank had also made dollars available to the government to import
food and oil products, and sold dollars to banks in auctions in a con-
trolled devaluation of the Egyptian pound.
The bank had warned last month that its reserves had reached critical
levels as political turmoil forced the government to postpone subsidy
cuts and finalising a deal with the IMF for $4.8 billion in aid.

Iran currency hits all-time
dollar low as sanctions bite

TEHRAN - Iran's currency plummeted to an all-time low on Saturday,
registering a more than 21-percent drop in a span of two weeks against
the US dollar, currency tracking websites and money changers said.
The rial was traded at between 39,000 and 40,000 per dollar on the
open market on Saturday, down from about 33,000 two weeks ago,
according to money changers.
It had briefly dropped in late January to 37,000 per dollar amid
rumours that central bank head Mahmoud Bahmani could be sacked
because of his failure to shore up the rial.

The devaluation comes with Iran facing a growing shortage of foreign
cash because of international sanctions against its central bank and
vital oil sector over its disputed nuclear programme.
Uncertainty over stalled negotiations with the UN's atomic watchdog
agency and world powers over the nuclear standoff has added to con-
troversy over the rial, according to local media.
The currency was traded at 12,000 in late 2011, prior to the introduc-
tion of tough Western sanctions on Iran's oil and banking sectors.

The official dollar rate in Iran has been fixed for several months at
12,260 rials, but is reserved for official government business. Parallel
to the open market, another rate of 24,550 rials is reserved for a few
companies importing food or other goods judged essential.

Iran is suffering from heightened geopolitical tensions over its nuclear
ambitions and the effects of draconian Western measures curbing
access to its reduced oil exports.
The West fears Iran's atomic programme is aimed at developing
nuclear weapons, but Tehran insists that its activities are peaceful.

In addition to Western sanctions, some analysts and lawmakers blame
the government for what they call mismanagement and failure to feed
the market with sufficient foreign currency, stoking the currency
plunge and high inflation.

The government, meanwhile, has promised to take measures to support
the rial but so far there has been no sign of the pressure on Iran's cur-
rency easing.
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What Does the United States Want
From Muslim Brotherhood?

by Humud Humud;  Washington`s relationship with the Muslim
Brotherhood (MB) has often been described as ambiguous and vague
particularly now that Washington has not yet taken an official and firm
position regarding this group, as is the case with its position toward
other organizations that are ideologically close to the MB or are con-
sidered as its offshoots such as HAMAS, or organizations that are
politically (not ideologically) distant from it such as the Al-Qa`ida
organization, in view of the fact that these two organizations are still
classified as “terrorist” organizations. The bigger share of this ambigu-
ity is attributed to the group`s ambiguous policy on many issues, start-
ing with the major strategic issue; namely, the Palestinian-Israeli con-
flict, all the way to the issues of human rights, the rights of women and
minorities, and so on. 
However, what is more important is that Washington`s position toward
the MB is determined by the events on the ground and is related to its
strategic interests in the region and the other regions where the MB
has presence and influence. It has often been published in intelligence
and other reports that there have been contacts between the two parties
since the beginning of the second half of the 20th century (for instance
in 1953, one year before Abd-al-Nasir banned the MB`s activity, a
conference was held at the US Princeton University and US President
Eisenhower held meetings with Sa`id Ramadan, who was known at
that time as the group`s “foreign minister.” This was for the purpose of
combating communism). However, the majority of these contacts took
place under the table and had no “official” stamp. This was until
Hilary Clinton openly announced such contacts and officially brought
them to public knowledge. Clinton announced that she is going to
“resume” these contacts and at the same time she defended this policy
by saying that it is not a “new policy” and is rather an approach that
Washington has been pursuing for five or six years. 
Nevertheless, despite her emphasis that these contacts are going to be
“limited,” Clinton did not reveal the nature of the “previous” contacts
with the MB. On the one hand, this raises new questions over the
extent and size of these contacts (perhaps they were held within a
security cooperation framework as disclosed by many reports), which
deepened after the MB won 88 seats in the 2005 parliamentary elec-
tion. On the other hand, this raises questions over the vistas of the new
limited (political) contacts, which will have an impact on Egypt`s
political reality in the near future. 
So, what is new about this story? The story itself is not new. What is
new is that these contacts have been given an “official political
umbrella” as a result of the new political vistas that the uprising in
Egypt has imposed and a future reality for the MB that has started to
loom (the forthcoming election in September) in addition to Washing-
ton`s unclear strategy in dealing with this reality. 
Given that Washington has never severed its hidden “pragmatic” relationship
with the MB, then Clinton`s announcement represents a sign of a declining US
role in the region and limited influence in it now that it has lost its strategic
ally; namely, Mubarak`s regime. This is not to mention that it is now facing a
new turning point that has started to crystallize on the ground and whose fea-
tures are yet to be determined. 
BOTh Washington and the MB are facing the test of this kind of contacts. On
the one hand, the United States is trying to restore what it has lost in the region
within the framework of reformulating its strategies now that it has lost or has
become detached from its strategic allies and now that Turkey has emerged
under the Justice and Development Party as a US key to the forces of the
region, including the MB. On the other hand, as a result of these contacts,
the MB finds itself faced with difficult options that shall bring it face-
to-face with the international community (that is, if it gets a large share
during the forthcoming election in September), thus obliging it to
openly and clearly clarify its position regarding Israel, the Palestinian-
Israeli conflict, and peace. These contacts will also bring the MB face-
to-face with liberal Egyptian parties, some of which are raising doubt
about its political behavior and “opportunism” in the first place. This is
in addition to the fact that this situation obliges the MB to renounce its
secret agenda, for which it is famous in order to work within an open
political environment and clearly reveal its position on issues to which
it has failed to find solutions to date, such as the issue of minorities,
the MB`s position on Copts in power, women`s issues, and so on. 
However, despite the announcement that the contacts level has been
raised to the “official” level, ambiguity continues to surround the
nature of this announcement that involves the resumption of “limited
contacts” and the political and security vistas of such contacts. Such
US ambiguity has also been met with a political tone used by the MB
to express a cautious or even ambiguous welcome. Previously, the
United States and the MB benefited from the policy of ambiguity that
surrounded the contacts that were held between them. This is regard-
less of the amount of accusations exchanged between the two sides on
the surface. Even Clinton`s most recent statement came within this
framework and was unclear in terms of the nature and level of
declared contacts with the MB. Perhaps the reason behind this is the
division that exists within the US Administration over the approach to
dealing with political Islam. 
So far, it appears that division still exists within the US Administration at the
level of officials and experts over the approach to dealing with the Arab Spring
in general and the strong emergence of MB Islam in particular. Considering
that there are parties in Washington that insist that the MB is a radical move-
ment and is a sister organization of other terrorist organizations with which no
dialogue can be held, then these contacts (in response to those who have
rejected such contacts) that Clinton has announced are just “limited contacts”
and a way of reacting to the (new) Egyptian reality. This is because the broad
Islamic shade of the society`s spectrum that the MB controls cannot be
ignored. Consequently, any step that overlooks this shade of the spec-
trum can harm the US strategic interests inside Egypt and in its sur-
roundings. In fact, this US trend, which expresses the need to have
dealings with moderate (non-violent) Islam, started to crystallize dur-
ing Bush`s second term in office (in 2007) rather than today as a stra-
tegic and security need in confronting extremist Islamic movements. 
Nevertheless, this does not deny the existence of current doubts even
within this US trend, which prefers to deal with this form of political
Islam, particularly regarding the Palestinian-Israeli conflict and other
fateful issues on which the MB`s positions are still vague. This is
despite the fact that in 2007, Al-Aryan (a prominent member of the
MB leadership) reassured the West and Israel that: “the MB will deal
with Israel using a realistic political approach that is consistent with
the reality in place which views Israel as a real state that exists on the
ground. Consequently, the MB will deal with the political reality
imposed by these circumstances.” This is in addition to his recognition
of international pacts, including the Camp David Accords. 
From now on, Washington`s relationship with the MB will not be
restricted to the MB providing intelligence assistance to the Ameri-
cans, as was the case in the past (using the MB to combat socialists
and leftist and nationalistic movements, as well as using it to confront
the Soviets in Afghanistan). Also, this relationship will not be
restricted to Washington attempting to use the MB to curry favor with
and groom its image among European Muslims. 
This was in the past, before the Arab Spring. However, today, as the MB
attempts to seize the achievements of the Egyptian revolution and the mosaic
that this revolution has produced as far as Egypt`s political scene is concerned,
these contacts are going to be political and treated as contacts between
“equals”, in case the MB comes to the forefront of the political scene. This is
what the MB members are fully determined to achieve. They are not only
seeking a dialogue with the United States, but as MB Deputy General Guide
Rashad al-Bayyumi has stressed: “It is necessary that such dialogue is treated
as a dialogue between equals.” 
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said co-author Douglas Bauer,
director of the University of
California San Francisco Divi-
sion of General Internal Medi-
cine Research Program.

However, organizations such as
the American Academy of Fam-
ily Physicians do not back rou-
tine use of EKGs for cardiac
screening in low-risk patients,
citing high costs and a lack of
evidence that the test would
improve health outcomes.
"For the time being, in the
absence of clear evidence of
benefit and no clear implica-
tions for costs, the best advice is
not to perform ECGs in asymp-
tomatic patients, regardless of
age," said an accompanying edi-
torial by Philip Greenland of the
Northwestern University Fein-
berg School of Medicine.
"However, a careful and
detailed cost-effectiveness anal-
ysis would be a useful next step
in the translation of the cumula-
tive risk information into an evi-
dence-based practice recom-
mendation."
Heart disease is the leading
killer in the United States, and
accounts for one in three deaths,
according to the American
Heart Association.

A test to measure the heart's
electrical activity could help
predict future heart attacks in
otherwise healthy adults over
70, said a US study on Tuesday.

Researchers followed 2,192
healthy adults aged 70-79 for a
period of eight years, according
to the study published in the
Journal of the American Medi-
cal Association.
The subjects started the study
by getting an electrocardiogram,
often called an EKG or ECG,
which measures the heart's
overall health.
People who showed abnormali-
ties in their EKGs saw a higher
risk of heart disease over the
course of the study than people
whose EKGs were normal, even
after researchers adjusted for
risk factors like diabetes and
high cholesterol.
Those who had minor abnor-
malities show up on their first
test had a 35 percent higher risk
of heart attack, while those with
major abnormalities had a 51
percent increased risk, said the
findings.
"This research is taking the
information from an EKG and
adding it to other traditional risk
factors to better predict who is
going to have a heart attack,"
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4Heart test could predict
future attacks in elderly 

People who get less sleep
risk premature death 

People who get less than six hours sleep per night have an increased
risk of dying prematurely, researchers said on Wednesday.
Those who slumbered for less than that amount of time were 12 per-
cent more likely to die early, though researchers also found a link
between sleeping more than nine hours and premature death.
"If you sleep little, you can develop diabetes, obesity, hypertension
and high cholesterol," Francesco Cappuccio, who led research on the
subject at Britain's University of Warwick, said.
The study, conducted with the Federico II University in Naples, Italy,
aggregated decade-long studies from around the world involving
more than 1.3 million people and found "unequivocal evidence of the
direct link" between lack of sleep and premature death.
"We think that the relation between little sleep and illness is due to a
series of hormonal and metabolical mechanisms," Cappuccio said.
The findings of the study were published in the Sleep journal.
Cappuccio believes the duration of sleep is a public health issue and
should be considered as a behavioural risk factor by doctors.
"Society pushes us to sleep less and less," Cappuccio said, adding that
about 20 percent of the population in the United States and Britain
sleeps less than five hours.
Sleeping less than six hours is "more common amongst full-time
workers, suggesting that it may be due to societal pressures for longer
working hours and more shift work"
The study also found a link between sleeping more than nine hours
per night and premature death, but Cappuccio said oversleeping is
more likely to be an effect of illness, rather than a cause.
"Doctors never ask how much one sleeps, but that could be an indica-
tor that something is wrong," said Cappuccio, who heads the Sleep,
Health and Society Programme at the University of Warwick.
Research showed no adverse effects for those sleeping between six
and eight hours per day.

Garlic 'remedy for hypertension'
patients with untreated hyper-
tension.
"Our trial, however, is the first
to assess the effect, tolerability
and acceptability of aged garlic
extract as an additional treat-
ment to existing antihyperten-
sive medication in patients with
treated, but uncontrolled, hyper-
tension."
Experts say garlic supplements
should only be used after seek-
ing medical advice, as garlic
can thin the blood or interact
with some medicines.

Ellen Mason, senior cardiac
nurse at the British Heart Foun-
dation, said using garlic for
medicinal purposes dates back
thousands of years, but it is
essential that scientific research
proves that garlic can help con-
ditions such as raised blood
pressure.
She said: "This study demon-
strated a slight blood pressure
reduction after using aged garlic
supplements but it's not signifi-
cant enough or in a large
enough group of people to cur-
rently recommend it instead of
medication.
"It's a concern that so many
people in the UK have poorly
controlled blood pressure, with
an increased risk of stroke and
heart disease as a consequence.
So enjoy garlic as part of your
diet but don't stop taking your
blood pressure medication."
The study is reported in the

journal Maturitas.

By Helen Briggs

Garlic may be useful in addi-
tion to medication to treat
high blood pressure, a study
suggests.
Australian doctors enrolled 50
patients in a trial to see if gar-
lic supplements could help
those whose blood pressure
was high, despite medication.
Those given four capsules of
garlic extract a day had lower
blood pressure than those on
placebo, they report in a sci-
entific journal.
A UK heart charity said more
research was needed.
Garlic has long been though
to be good for the heart.

Garlic supplements have pre-
viously been shown to lower
cholesterol and reduce high
blood pressure in those with
untreated hypertension.

In the latest study, researchers
from the University of Ade-
laide, Australia, looked at the
effects of four capsules a day
of a supplement known as
aged garlic for 12 weeks.

They found systolic blood
pressure was around 10mmHg
lower in the group given gar-
lic compared with those given
a placebo.
Researcher Karin Ried said:
"Garlic supplements have
been associated with a blood
pressure lowering effect of
clinical significance in
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Miracles for Kids
The Spherical Earth

The holy verse:
God be He exalted says: (He
has created the heavens and the
earth with truth. He makes the
night to go in the day and makes
the day to go in the night. And
He has subjected the sun and
the moon, each running (on a
fixed course) for an appointed
term. Verily, He is the All-
Mighty, the Oft-Forgiving)
[Surat Al-Zumar, verse: 5].

The explanation of the verse: 

God be He blessed and exalted
talks about His countless graces,
so He tells us about the creation
of the heavens and the earth, He
also makes the night goes in the
day and the day goes in the
night (their succession). He also
subjected the sun and the moon,
each running to a certain day.
And here we can deduce an
important scientific sign that the
shape of the succession of the
day and night is a spherical
shape as they interfere with
each other.

Scientific fact:

The spherical shape of the earth
has become one of the definite
facts and this is shown in the
pictures that have been taken to

the earth from the outer space.
In 1968, the spaceship Apollo
has taken the first picture to the
earth and after that thousands of
pictures have been taken to the
earth; all of them have shown
the earth like a ball that floats in
the darkness.

The point of inimitability:

From this holy verse and espe-
cially in His Almighty saying:
"He makes the night to go in the
day and makes the day to go in
the night" we can notice that the
day and night moves in a spher-
ical system and interfere with
each other and this doesn't
occur unless the earth is like a
sphere and this is what has been
actually found by scientists.
The question here: If Moham-
mad peace be upon him wasn't a
messenger from Almighty God,
then from where has this
expression come "He makes the
night to go in the day and makes
the day to go in the night" and
how did he know that the earth
is like a sphere? This is from the
signs of the prophecy of
Mohammad peace be upon him.
--------------------

By: Abduldaem Al-Kaheel

www.kaheel7.com/eng

Cockroaches and Antibiotics

Glory to Allah Almighty who exploited these cockroaches for our
benefit, let us to contemplate …
According to a new research scientists have found that the central
nervous systems of American cockroaches produce natural antibio-
tics that can kill off bacteria andthey reported that they found the
same bacteria-killing molecules in a two species of locust. The find-
ings suggest that the “insect world” which makes up 80 percent of all
animals on Earth” may be teeming with new antibiotics.
The study co-author Simon Lee of the University of Nottingham in
the U.K say”It's a promising new lead. We are looking in an unusual
place, and to my knowledge no one else is looking there". "That's
what we need in terms of finding new antibiotics, because all the
usual places (such as soil microbes, fungi, and purely synthetic mole-
cules) have been exhausted."  Lee Added
The team tested nine separate types of antibacterial molecules found
in the insects' brains and discovered that each molecule is specialized
to kill a different type of bacteria.“This very clever defense mecha-
nism allows the bugs to survive in the dirtiest of domains” Lee said.
Scientists say that insect-brain drugs for humans are still years away
and they claim that cockroaches could one day save our life.
Glory to Allah Almighty who didn’t create anything without a pur-
pose as He Almighty says: (And in your creation and what He scat-
tered (through the earth) of moving (living) creatures are signs for
people who have Faith with certainty.){Sûrat Al-Jâthiyah- The
Kneeling -verse4}
Atheists and disbelievers claim that these creatures were created by
the power of nature!!!!! And it has no benefit but Allah Almighty say
that He exploited all creatures for our benefit as He says :( And has
subjected to you all that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth;
it is all as a favour and kindness from Him. Verily, in it are signs for a
people who think deeply.){Sûrat Al-Jâthiyah- The Kneeling –verse13}.

SECRETS OF QURAN MIRACLES
www.kaheel7.com/eng http://www.al-fateh.net/index.htm

– 
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Science and Technology
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Anthony predicted. Analysts at
JPMorgan Chase & Co estimate
that mobile contributed
$384.2m, or 27 per cent of the
total.
Facebook's fourth-quarter profit
excluding certain items prob-
ably rose to 15 cents a share, the
average estimate compiled by
Bloomberg. Net income
slumped to $45.8m, according
to analysts' projections.
The stock fell for most of the
succeeding five months, wiping
out more than $40bn in market
capitalisation, amid concerns
that Facebook and its advisers
had set the IPO price too high
for a company that had not yet
come to grips with a shift to
mobile computing.

* Bloomberg News

messages shown to users of
social networks on tablets and
smartphones. Mobile advertis-
ing made up 24 per cent of the
total in the fourth quarter, up
from 14 per cent in the prior
period, according to Topeka
Capital Markets. That suggests
new tools aimed at making ads
more useful on small screens are
having the desired effect with
corporate customers.
"Mobile is definitely important
to them, mainly because usage
is shifting over to mobile," said
Victor Anthony, an analyst at
Topeka Capital Markets who
rates the stock a buy. "They'll
have to continue to show they're
making strides in monetizing
mobile."
Revenue from mobile doubled
last quarter to $304 million,

acebook chief executive Mark
Zuckerberg is reaping benefits
of a deeper push into mobile
advertising at the social network
he founded almost a decade ago.

Results due after the close of
trading will probably show that
revenue rose 34 per cent to
US$1.52 billion last quarter,
according to analyst estimates
compiled by Bloomberg. That
would be the first growth accel-
eration since Facebook sold
shares to the public in May.
Revenue climbed 32 per cent in
the preceding two periods, a
slowdown from earlier quarters.
Shares of Facebook have
climbed 74 per cent since
slumping to a record in Septem-
ber, bolstered by signs of
buoyant demand for marketing

8Facebook reaping benefits of pushing
into mobile advertising

BB10 platform, which it has
developed from scratch to
regain consumer confidence in
its brand. The success, or other-
wise, of the first device pow-
ered by the new platform will
determine RIM's future," said
Malik Saadi, the principal ana-
lyst at Informa Telecoms and
Media.
Mr Bose described BB10 as a
"reinvention of BlackBerry",
with new features that include
BlackBerry Flow, which make
use of simple gestures to switch
seamlessly between different
applications instead of carrying
out commands through the old
menu and back buttons.

BlackBerry Messenger (BBM)
has been a unique selling point-
for the company's devices, ena-
bling users to message one
another for free. But with the
likes of cross-platform messag-
ing apps such as WhatsApp and
Viber now taking hold, the
appeal has diminished. BBM
Voice and Video, an upgraded
version of the messenger that
incorporates free voice and
video calls, has been introduced
with the new platform, although
it may face restrictions in a
number of markets where such
services are restricted.
In the UAE, RIM is awaiting
authorisation from the Telecoms
Regulatory Authority for BBM
Voice.
"We are working with our car-
rier partners to bring all the
enhanced experience to users
here," said Mr Bose.
The company's two new phones
are the Z10, a full touchscreen
device which will be available
on February 10 for Dh2,599
(US$707); and the Q10, which
sports the traditional qwerty
keyboard and will be available
in the second quarter of this
year.

The world finally got a glimpse
of the new BlackBerry 10
(BB10) operating system from
Research In Motion tonight.

The Canadian company also
revealed that it would now be
known as BlackBerry as part of
its comeback plan.
Dubai was one of six destina-
tions chosen for the global
launch of the new platform, and
two new devices that the com-
pany hopes will save its future
against rivals such as Samsung
and Apple.
"This is a very significant event
in the company's history,"said
Robert Bose, the managing
director of RIM Middle East
and Africa. "What we are
launching is a redesigned, reen-
gineered platform. It really is
the era of mobile computing.
"We are very happy this is
being done here in Dubai, it
shows the significance of the
Middle East to our business."
It has been one of the most
highly anticipated technology
launches of recent years, but it
remains to be seen whether
BB10 will help RIM claw back
market share, especially since
the Chinese telecoms vendor
Huawei now claims the third
spot in global smartphone sales,
according to new figures from
IDC.
Most analysts consider the suc-
cess of BB10 to be crucial for
RIM's long-term viability,
although doubts remain about
the ability of the new operating
system to help it back from the
brink, especially with fewer
apps when compared with Goo-
gle's Android and Apple's iOS.
RIM boasts 70,000 apps in its
new BlackBerry store, but
major players such as What-
sApp and Skype are currently
missing, but have committed to
creating an app for BB10.
"RIM is now relying on its

BlackBerry 10 launch:
world gets a glimpse of

RIM's 'reinvention'

RSS.
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youth soccer team won the
1stplace and our adult team won
the 2nd place.
2006
·MDSL Champions participated
in the Metro Detroit Soccer
League and won the 1st place in
3rd division and moved to the
2nd division the following year. 
·North America Yemen Cup
Champions participated with
two teams (youth and adults), in
Yemen Cup Ottawa, Canada
2006.The adults’ team was the
undefeated champions, and the
youth’s team came in 4th place
and was named the most ethical
well-behaved team in the tour-
nament. During the trip, we
took the youth to see the sites of
one of the wonderful Wonders
of the world that is Niagara
Falls. They were amazed on
what they saw and had they had
a lot of fun there.
·Over 100 youth and adults par-
ticipated in a two-community
social, cultural, and athletic
event on a field trip to a local
community park.

2005
·Over 80 youth and adults par-
ticipated in indoor soccer recre-
ational programs.
·Participated in North America
Yemen Cup in Toronto, Canada.
We made it to the semi-finals
and were named the most ethi-
cal and well-behaved team in
the tournament.
·Played in the South East Michi-
gan Premier Soccer League in
the 1st Division.
·Over 100 youth and adults par-
ticipated in a two-community
social, cultural, and athletic
event on a field trip to a local
community park.

2004
·SEMPSL Champions: played in
South East Michigan Premier
soccer League and won 1st
place in the 2nd Division, which
promoted the team to the
1stDivision the following year.
·North America Yemen Cup
community teams from Dear-
born, Michigan and Buffalo,
New York exchanged visits and
played for the Yemen Cup, and
built bridges of cooperation
between both communities. We
also included communities from
three different cities in Canada
(St. Catherine’s, Toronto, and
Ottawa).
· Over 80 youth and adults par-
ticipated in the indoor soccer
program.
· Our youth soccer team partici-
pated in community exchange
with teams form cities of
Detroit and Hamtramck.
2003
·Over 50 youth and adults par-
ticipated in indoor recreational
programs.

·Ouryouth and adult soccer
teams participated in commu-
nity exchange with 5 other com-
munities in the Metro Detroit
Area.

·Ouryouth and adult soccer
teams participated in commu-
nity exchange with other teams
from cities in Detroit and Ham-
tramck.
ü  We deeply value your grate-
ful support. Any donation, no
matter how small, will make a
huge difference in the lives of
our children.
Michigan Yemen Sports Associ-
ation 

P.O. Box 742
Dearborn, MI 48121

E-mail: mysa@mysa.us
or Visit our Contact us

- 18, and got the first place and
the team was undefeated.
·Our young team participated in
Taylor Sportsplex Indoor Soc-
cer League between the ages 7
– 12, and got the first place.
· The Michigan Yemen Sports
Association team (MYSA) the
MDSL Champions, was
selected to play in the Michigan
Championship League. The
team has won the first place in
the group and second place
inthe tournament. The team has
been able to win over the starts
of Michigan team (the cham-
pion of last year).
·  Our teams are preparing for
the North America Yemen Cup,
the tournament will be held in
Toronto,the first week of July
weekend (4th of July holiday).
· Our youth and adults team are
participating in the Metro
Detroit Soccer League. Both
teams won the championship of
first and second division.
· Over 100 youths and adults
are participating for the first
time in the Volleyball tourna-
ment that was sponsored by the
MYSA organization.
· On July – August, the Michi-
gan Yemen Sports Association
(MYSA), will be hosting the
Dearborn Communities Soccer
League (DCSL).
2008
·    Over 140 youth and adults
participated in the indoor soccer
program.
·  Taylor Sport splex Indoor
Soccer League 1; our youth
soccer team played for the final.
·Taylor Sport splex Indoor Soc-
cer League 2; our youth soccer
team won the first place.
·Over 100 youth and adults par-
ticipated in indoor soccer recre-
ational programs.
·Over 30 kids from our commu-
nity between the ages 10 - 13
years old will participate for the
first time in the Taylor Sports-
plex Indoor Soccer League.
·Our youth and adult soccer
teams participated in the Metro
Detroit Soccer League. The
adult’s team was the division
winner for the season in the first
division, and the youth’s team
was the division winner and the
playoffs champion in the third
division.
·Over 150 youth and adults
from the community partici-
pated in the annual summer
events for the year of 2008,
which included sport activities
for the youth and the adult’s
teams of the Michigan Yemen
sports Association and Ibn
Abbas School.
·Over 70 kids from the commu-
nity between the ages 9– 15
years old finished their activi-
ties for the summer under a
group of volunteers from the
Michigan Yemen Sports Associ-
ation, and they will participate
in the Taylor Sportsplex Indoor
Soccer League in the winter of
2008 - 2009.
·Two teams from the Michigan
Yemen Sports Association will
participate in the North Amer-
ica Yemen cup, which will be
held in Lackawanna, NY on
August 29th,and 30th of this
year. We wish both teams good
luck on the tournament and
bringing the trophy back home.
2007
· Hosting the 3rd annual North
American Yemen September 1
& 22007 at Lapeer Park in the
city of Dearborn.
·MDSL Champions participated
in the Metro Detroit Soccer
League and won the 1st place in
2nd Division and promoted to
the 1st Division next year.
·Taylor Sport splex Indoor Soc-
cer League champions; our

Michigan Yemen Sports Associ-
ation (MYSA) is a non-profit
organization, which was estab-
lished in July 2003 by a group
of parents and volunteers. The
intention of this establishment
was to create recreational,
social, and educational pro-
grams to help keep our children
off the streets and away from
harms. So, we started running
soccer training programs for
ages 6-18 years old in addition
to the adults programs. Over the
last 2 years and through hard
work and commitment from
many of our parents and volun-
teers, we began to pave the way
to create MYSA. On March
2006, MYSA became an official
501 (C) (3) non-profit corpora-
tion registered with the state of
Michigan and the Internal Rev-
enue Services. The goal of
MYSA is to take part in the
development and betterment of
our community and its youth,
through recreational, social, and
educational activities. The mis-
sion of the MYSA is to raise
awareness of the diverse inter-
ests and needs of members of
our community and to promote
greater participation in dialogue
and exchange. Through diplo-
macy, we can build strong
bridges of cooperation between
our community and other com-
munities locally, nationally, and
internationally.
~(Activities and Accomplish-
ment)~
2010
·  Over 405 youths and adults
from different communities par-
ticipated in the MYSA indoor
soccer program and tourna-
ments.
·  Our adults’ team participated
in Taylor Sportsplex Indoor
Soccer League and achieved the
first place for three consecutive
tournaments.
·Our youth team participated in
Taylor Sportsplex Indoor Soc-
cer League between the ages 8 -
18,
and they achieved the first
place.
· The Michigan Yemen Sports
Association team (MYSA) were
the MDSL Champions, and they
were selected to play in the
Michigan Championship
League. 
·MYSA team (Shabab Alye-
men) played the North America
Yemen Cup (Sheba Cup) at
Ottawa, Canada  and they won
the tournament cup for the third
time. 
·MYSA adult team (Shabab
Alyemen) participated in the
Metro Detroit Soccer League,
and they won the championship
of the league.

· MYSA’s second team (Shabab
Alyemen) participated in the
Metro Detroit Soccer League
and achieved the second place.

· Over 300 youths and adults
participated in the summer soc-
cer programs and tournament
that was organized by the
MYSA on Dearborn.
· On June – August 2011, the
Michigan Yemen Sports Associ-
ation (MYSA) will be hosting
the Dearborn Communities
Soccer League (DCSL).

2009
·Over 160 youths and adults
participated in the indoor soccer
program.
·Our adults’ team participated in
Taylor Sportsplex Indoor Soc-
cer League and got the first
place.
·Our youth team participated in
Taylor Sportsplex Indoor Soc-
cer League between the ages 14

Michigan Yemen Sports Association
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Who is behind anti-
Islam movie?

By Michael Thurston - LOS ANGELES

Mystery remained Wednesday over exactly who was behind the anti-
Islam film which sparked deadly protests in the Middle East, amid
conflicting claims of Jewish or Coptic Christian involvement.
The film's director, who called himself Sam Bacile and said Tuesday
he is American-Israeli and had Jewish financial backing, went into
hiding after the protests in Egypt and Libya over his low-budget
movie "Innocence of Muslims."
But doubts about his identity grew, culminating in US media reports
pointing to a California Coptic Christian convicted of financial
crimes, living outside Los Angeles.
Adding further to the puzzle, the cast and crew of the movie voiced
anger at having been exploited, with at least one saying that offensive
parts of dialogue had been dubbed over their own words, as filmed.

US ambassador to Libya Chris Stevens and three other Americans
were killed in Benghazi, Libya on Tuesday, the 11th anniversary of
the September 11, 2001 attacks on the United States.
Steve Klein, a consultant on the movie, denied that Israeli authorities
were involved in the film, and said Bacile -- which he acknowledged
was a pseudonym -- was mortified to hear of the US ambassador's
death.
"He's very upset that the ambassador got murdered," he said.
In a Wall Street Journal interview published Tuesday, "Bacile" took
straight aim at Islam.
"Islam is a cancer," he said, adding that he had raised $5 million to
make it from about 100 Jewish donors, and used some 60 actors and
45 crew to make the two-hour movie in a three-month period last year
in California.

The film was screened in one Hollywood movie theater about three
months ago, and sank without trace, until an Arabic-language dubbed
version was released last week and footage was aired by an Egyptian
TV station, triggering protests.
But the cast and crew voiced anger Wednesday, according to CNN,
which cited a joint statement as saying: "The entire cast and crew are
extremely upset and feel taken advantage of by the producer.
"We are 100% not behind this film and were grossly misled about its
intent and purpose... We are shocked by the drastic re-writes of the
script and lies that were told to all involved.
Actress Cindy Lee Garcia, who plays a woman whose young daughter
is given to Mohammed to marry, said she did not know the film was
anti-Muslim propaganda, adding that dialogue had been overdubbed
after filming.

"It was going to be a film based on how things were 2,000 years ago,"
Garcia told the gossip website Gawker. "There wasn't anything about
Mohammed or Muslims or anything."
Indeed, the over-dubbing of dialogue is obvious to even to a casual
viewer of a 14-minute clip for the movie available online, with words
crudely inserted in the middle of sentences.
Online reports cited in the New York Times blog suggested Morris
Sadek, an Egyptian-born Coptic Christian, and his ally Terry Jones,
the Florida pastor notorious for previous Koran-burning stunts, had 

cooperated in promoting the movie.
But later Wednesday a report cited by US media identified Nakoula
Basseley Nakoula as saying he managed the company that produced
the film, and that he was a Coptic Christian.
The 55-year-old, who was sentenced to 21 months in jail over federal
bank fraud charges in 2010, denied however that he was Sam Bacile,
even though a cellphone used for a media interview Tuesday was
traced to his address.

Klein said he did not know the filmmaker's nationality -- and denied
that Israeli authorities had anything to do with the project.
"I know there's some rumors out there, that Israel did it. No. Israel's
not involved... This was private people, private money."
Klein warned that the director could suffer the same fate as Dutch
filmmaker Theo Van Gogh, who was assassinated in 2004 after trig-
gering protests with an anti-Muslim film.
"He could get killed, really easily," he said.
Pastor Jones meanwhile denied that the film was against Muslims.
"The film is not intended to insult the Muslim community, but... to
reveal truths about Mohammed that are possibly not widely known,"
he said in a statement.
"The fruits of the religion speak for themselves. For example the
recent outbreak of violence and deaths is not because of the film, it is
not because of the activities that we have done, and that we will con-
tinue to do."
The top US military officer, General Martin Dempsey, called Jones,
whose previous threats to burn the Koran ignited deadly riots in
Afghanistan, to urge him to disavow the film.
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WASHINGTON (AP) - A "Death Star" won't
be a part of the U.S. military's arsenal any time
soon.
More than 34,000 people have signed an online
petition calling on the Obama administration to
build the "Star Wars" inspired super-weapon to
spur job growth and bolster national defense.
But in a posting Friday on the White House
website, Paul Shawcross, an administration
adviser on science and space, says a Death Star
would cost too much to build — an estimated
$850 quadrillion — at a time the White House
is working to reduce the federal budget.
Besides, Shawcross says, the Obama adminis-
tration "does not support blowing up planets."
The U.S., Shawcross points out, is already
involved in several out-of-this-world projects,
including the International Space Station, which
is currently orbiting Earth with a half-dozen
astronauts.

Obama won't support
building 'Death Star'

Islamists burn manuscripts
as French-led troops ring

BAMAKO: With French-led troops ringing
Mali’s fabled desert city of Timbuktu Monday,
rumors have emerged that fleeing Islamist mili-
tants have torched a center housing a trove of
priceless ancient manuscripts.
Lying 1,000 kilometers north of the capi
Bamako, Timbuktu is known as “the city of 333
saints.” The fabled caravan town on the edge of
the Sahara desert was for centuries a key center
of Islamic learning and has become a byword
for exotic remoteness in the Western imagina-
tion.

The once-cosmopolitan town became a dusty
outpost for the extremists who forced women to
wear hijab, whipped and stoned those who vio-
lated their version of Islamic law, and destroyed
ancient Muslim shrines they considered idola-
trous.

Reports have emerged from Mali’s Culture Min-
istry that the hard-liners had burned the Ahmad
Baba Center for Documentation and Research,
which housed between 60,000 and 100,000
manuscripts from the ancient Muslim world and
Greece.
“I spoke to my media officer this morning,” said
Timbuktu Mayor Halley Ousmane, who is in
Bamako. “What has happened in Timbuktu is
dramatic.”

The institute was set up in 1973. In 2009, a new
building was opened following a bilateral agree-
ment with South Africa to promote the conser-
vation, research and promotion of the manu-
scripts as African heritage.
“A building housing the manuscripts was
burned,” a security source told AFP. The infor-
mation was confirmed by a Malian soldier form-
ing part of a reconnaissance team in the town.

Mali’s lengthy crisis was kickstarted by a Tua-
reg rebellion for independence in January 2012,
which overwhelmed the weak Malian army and
prompted a coup in Bamako in March.
Amid the political vacuum, the Tuareg nomads
and Islamists seized the north in a matter of
days. The extremists had no interest in the Tua-
reg desire for independence and sidelined their
erstwhile allies to install Shariah law.

The occupation of an area twice the size of
France sparked fears abroad that northern Mali
could become a new haven for terror groups,
threatening the West as well as neighboring
African countries.

Twitter:@abdelba
riatwan
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