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They all sat silently for a
while. Then Ab? Bakr spoke
up: “I am fasting, O Messen-
ger of Allah.” 

Then the Prophet asked:
“Who visited a sick person
today?” Again, they were all
quite, until Ab? Bakr again
spoke up saying that he had
done so. Then he asked two
further questions: “Who fol-
lowed a funeral procession
today?” and “Who fed a poor
person?” Each question was
met with silence until Ab?
Bakr spoke up admitting that
he had done so. 

Finally the Prophet (peace be
upon him) said: “Anyone
who carries out these four
deeds in a single day will
enter Paradise.” [Sah?h Mus-
lim (1028)] 

Sometimes, the Prophet
(peace be upon him) used
drawings to illustrate his
point. On one occasion, he
drew a square on the ground.
He then drew a straight line
going through the middle of
the square but emerging out
of it at the top end. Then he
drew other smaller lines
coming from the edges of the
square and pointing inwards
towards the larger straight
line. Then he asked his Com-
panions: “Do you know what
this means?” 

They replied: “Allah and His
Messenger know best.” 

He said: 
The line going through the
middle of the box represents
the human being. The other
lines aiming towards it are
the trials of life that come at
him from all directions. If a
person manages to avoid one
of those trials, he will run
into one of the others. The
surrounding square is the
lifespan that encompasses a
person. The extension of the
line outside the box represent
hiss hopes. The person
remains busy with those
hopes, but the term of life
comes to an end before they
are fulfilled. [Sah?h al-
Bukh?r? (6417)] 
The purpose of these daily
gatherings in the mosque was
to teach his Companions
about Islam and provide
them with moral lessons.
However, it was not about
lecturing or preaching. It is
always a dynamic discussion;
never a one-way exchange,
and it was always thought-

Sheikh `Abd al-Wahhâb al-
Turayrî, former professor at

al-Imâm University in
Riyadh 

In Madinah, Prophet Muham-
mad (peace be upon him) used
to set aside time every morn-
ing to teach his Companions.
He was renowned for his elo-
quence and clarity of speech.
He did not speak too quickly,
and though his phrasing was
precise, he did not speak
slowly, or in fragments with
lots of pauses. It was easy for
everyone to follow what he
said. 

`A’ishah described his way of
speaking as follows: “Allah’s
Messenger did not ramble on
the way you do these days. His
speech was clear and precise.
Those who listened to him eas-
ily remembered what he said.”
[Sah?h al-Bukh?r? (3568) and
Sah?h Muslim (2493)] 

Almost every day, he would sit
in the mosque in Madinah with
his Companions gathered
around him. He would often
start a discussion by posing a
question. Once, he asked:
“Might I inform you of the
gravest of major sins?” When
his Companions replied in the
affirmative, he said: “The
gravest of major sins are to
associate partners in worship
with Allah, to disrespect your
parents, and to bear false wit-
ness.” [Sah?h al-Bukhra
(2654)] 

Sometimes, he posed questions

How the Prophet muhammad
Taught Mora Lessons

to open their eyes to some
new idea or perspective that
they had not thought of
before. For instance, once he
asked: “Do you know what it
means to be bankrupt?” They
replied that it means to pos-
sess neither money nor
goods. He said: 
With respect to my follow-
ers, the one who is bankrupt
is one who is brought forth
on the day of judgment with
prayers, fasts, and charity to
his credit, but he had spoken
ill of some people, falsely
accused some people, misap-
propriated the wealth of oth-
ers, and assaulted people or
shed their blood. Those he
had wronged will be com-
pensated from his good
deeds until he has no more to
his credit. Then the remain-
der of those he had wronged
will be compensated by hav-
ing some of their sins placed
on him. As a consequence, he
is consigned to Hell. [Sah?h
Muslim (2581)] 
Sometimes, he simply
wanted to stimulate their
minds. Once he asked: “Tell
me which tree is like a Mus-
lim. Its leaves do not scatter
everywhere and it yields up
its fruit on a regular basis.”
His Companions suggested
one desert tree after another,
and each time the Prophet
replied in the negative. 

Then it occurred to `Abd
Allah b. `Umar b. Al-Khatt?b
that the tree in question
might be the date palm.
However, he was the young-

est of the ten Companions in
the Prophet’s company on
that occasion, and his father
`Umar as well as Ab? Bakr
were also present, so he felt
shy to speak. Then the
Prophet (peace be upon him)
said: “It is the date palm.”
[Sah?h al-Bukh?r? (2209)
and Sah?h Muslim (2811)] 

The Prophet would some-
times repeat a statement three
times to emphasise its impor-
tance. For instance, once
when enumerating the major
sins, he came to the point
where he said: “And beware
of making false testimony;
beware of bearing false wit-
ness.” He began repeating it
over and over again, until his
Companions started to utter:
“If he would only desist...”
[Sah?h al-Bukh?r?(2654)] 

They were not saying this out
of boredom, but out of anx-
iety and concern for the
Prophet, because they could
see how much it was affect-
ing him. 

Sometimes, the Prophet took
his Companions by surprise
with a question in order to
bring the discussion to a sur-
prising conclusion. For
instance, once he asked:
“Who among you is fasting
today?” This question took
them off guard, since he had
not even hinted to them ear-
lier that they should fast on
this day. Had he done so, they
would have all been fasting. 
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Islam in the United States

What is Islam ? 
Islam is not a new religion, but the
same truth that God revealed
through all His prophets to every
people. For a fifth of the world's
population, Islam is both a religion
and a complete way of life. Mus-
lims follow a religion of peace,
mercy, and forgiveness, and the
majority have nothing to do with
the extremely grave events which
have come to be associated with
their faith.
Who are the Muslims? 
One billion people from a vast
range of races, nationalities and
cultures across the globe - from
the southern Philippines to Nigeria
- are united by their common
Islamic faith. About 18% live in
the Arab world; the world's largest
Muslim community is in Indone-
sia; substantial parts of Asia and
most of Africa are Muslim, while
significant minorities are to be
found in the Soviet Union, China,
North and South America, and
Europe.
What do Muslims believe? 
Muslims believe in One, Unique,
Incomparable God; in the Angels
created by Him; in the prophets
through whom His revelations
were brought to mankind; in the
Day of Judgement and individual
accountability for actions; in God's
complete authority over human
destiny and in life after death.
Muslims believe in a chain of
prophets starting with Adam and
including Noah, Abraham, Ish-
mael, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Job,
Moses, Aaron, David, Solomon,
Elias, Jonah, John the Baptist, and
Jesus, peace be upon them. But
God's final message to man, a
reconfirmation of the eternal mes-
sage and a summing-up of all that
has gone before was revealed to
the Prophet Muhammad through
Gabriel.
How does someone become a
Mus
im? 
Simply by saying 'there is no god
apart from God, and Muhammad
is the Messenger of God.' By this
declaration the believer announces
his or her faith in all God's mes-
sengers, and the scriptures they
brought.
What does Islam mean? 

The Arabic word 'Islam' simply
means 'submission', and derives
from a word meaning 'peace'. In
a religious context it means
complete submission to the will
of God. 'Mohammedanism' is
thus a misnomer because it sug-
gests that Muslims worship
Muhammad rather than God.
'Allah' is the Arabic name for
God, which is used by Arab
Muslims and Christians 
Why does Islam often seem
strange? 
Islam may seem exotic or even
extreme in the modern world.
Perhaps this is because religion
does not dominate everyday life
in the West today, whereas Mus-
lims have religion always upper-
most in their minds, and make
no division between secular and
sacred. They believe that the
Divine Law, the Shari'a, should
be taken very seriously, which is
why issues related to religion
are still so important.
Do Islam and Christianity
have different origins? 
No. Together with Judaism, they
go back to the prophet and patri-
arch Abraham, and their three
prophets are directly descended
from his sons, Muhammad from
the elder son Ishmael, and
Moses and Jesus from the
younger son Isaac. Abraham
established the settlement which
today is the city of Makkah, and
built the Ka'ba towards which
all Muslims turn when they
pray.
What is the Ka`ba? 
The Ka`ba is the place of wor-
ship which God commanded
Abraham and Ishmael to build
over four thousand years ago.
The building was constructed of
stone on what many believe was
the original site of a sanctuary
established by Adam. God com-
manded Abraham to summon all
mankind to visit this place, and
when pilgrims go there today
they say 'At Thy service, O
Lord', in response to Abraham's
summons.
Who is the Prophet Muham-
mad
Muhammad, was born in Mak-
kah in the year 570, at a time
when Christianity was not yet

fully established in Europe.
Since his father died before his
birth, and his mother shortly
afterwards, he was raised by his
uncle from the respected tribe of
Quraysh. As he grew up, he
became known for his truthful-
ness, generosity and sincerity, so
that he was sought after for his
ability to arbitrate in disputes.
The historians describe him as
calm and meditative.
Muhammad was of a deeply
religious nature, and had long
detested the decadence of his
society. It became his habit to
meditate from time to time in
the Cave of Hira near the sum-
mit of Jabal al-Nur, the
'Mountain of Light' near Mak-
kah.
How did Muhammad become
a prophet and a messenger of
God? 

At the age of 40, while engaged
in a meditative retreat, Muham-
mad received his first revelation
from God through the Angel
Gabriel. This revelation, which
continued for twenty-three
years, is known as the Quran.
The Mountain of Light where
Gabriel came to Prophet
Muhammad. 
As soon as he began to recite
the words he heard from
Gabriel, and to preach the truth
which God had revealed to him,
he and his small group of fol-
lowers suffered bitter persecu-
tion, which grew so fierce that
in the year 622 God gave them
the command to emigrate. This
event, the Hijra, 'migration', in
which they left Makkah for the
city of Madinah some 260 miles
to the north, marks the begin-
ning of the Muslim calendar.
After several years, the Prophet
and his followers were able to
return to Makkah, where they
forgave their enemies and estab-
lished Islam definitively. Before
the Prophet died at the age of
63, the greater part of Arabia
was Muslim, and within a cen-
tury of his death Islam had
spread to Spain in the West and
as far East as China.

The Prophet's Mosque, Madi-

nah, the dome indicates the place
where his house stood and where
he is buried. 
How did the spread of Islam
affect the world? 

Among the reasons for the rapid
and peaceful spread of Islam was
the simplicity of its doctrine -
Islam calls for faith in only One
God worthy of worship. It also
repeatedly instructs man to use his
powers of intelligence and obser-
vation.
Taj Mahal, India. Hui Shen
Mosque, China, Built in the 7th
Century. 
Within a few years, great civiliza-
tions and universities were flour-
ishing, for according to the
Prophet, 'seeking knowledge is an
obligation for every Muslim man
and woman'. The synthesis of East-
ern and Western ideas and of new
thought with old, brought about
great advances in medicine, mathe-
matics, physics, astronomy, geog-
raphy, architecture, art, literature,
and history. Many crucial systems
such as algebra, the Arabic numer-
als, and also the concept of the
zero (vital to the advancement of
mathematics), were transmitted to
medieval Europe from Islam.
Sophisticated instruments which
were to make possible the Euro-
pean voyages of discovery were
developed, including the astrolabe,
the quadrant and good navigational
maps.
What are the Five Pillars of
Islam ? They are the framework of
the Muslim life: faith, prayer, con-
cern for the needy, self-
purification, and the pilgrimage to
Makkah for those who are able.
What is the Qur`an? 
The Quran is a record of the exact
words revealed by God through the
Angel Gabriel to the Prophet
Muhammad. It was memorized by
Muhammad and then dictated to
his Companions, and written down
by scribes, who cross-checked it
during his lifetime. Not one word
of its 114 chapters, Suras, has been
changed over the centuries, so that
the Quran is in every detail the
unique and miraculous text which
was revealed to Muhammad four-
teen centuries ago.
What is the Qur`an about? 
The Quran, the last revealed Word
of God, is the prime source of
every Muslim's faith and practice.
It deals with all the subjects which
concern us as human beings: wis-
dom, doctrine, worship, and law,

but its basic theme is the relation-
ship between God and His crea-
tures. At the same time it provides
guidelines for a just society,
proper human conduct and an
equitable economic system.
Examples of the Prophet`s say-
ings 
The Prophet said:
'God has no mercy on one who
has no mercy for others.'

'None of you truly believes until
he wishes for his brother what he
wishes for himself.'
'He who eats his fill while his
neighbor goes without food is not
a believer. '
'The truthful and trusty business-
man is associated with the proph-
ets the saints, and the martyrs.'
'Powerful is not he who knocks
the other down, indeed powerful
is he who controls himself in a fit
of anger. ''God does not judge
according to your bodies and
appearances but He scans your
hearts and looks into your deeds.'
'A man walking along a path felt
very thirsty. Reaching a well he
descended into it, drank his fill
and came up. Then he saw a dog
with its tongue hanging out, try-
ing to lick up mud to quench its
thirst. The man saw that the dog
was feeling the same thirst as he
had felt so he went down into the
well again and filled his shoe with
water and gave the dog a drink.
God forgave his sins for this
action.' The Prophet was asked:
'Messenger of God, are we
rewarded for kindness towards
animals?' He said, 'There is a
reward for kindness to every liv-
ing thing.'
From the hadith collections of
Bukhari, Muslim, Tirmidhi and
Bayhaqi
What are the Five Pillars of
Islam ? They are the framework
of the Muslim life: faith, prayer,
concern for the needy, self-
purification, and the pilgrimage to
Makkah for those who are able.
What do Muslims think about
Jesus? 
Muslims respect and revere Jesus,
and await his Second Coming.
They consider him one of the
greatest of God's messengers to
mankind. A Muslim never refers
to him simply as 'Jesus', but
always adds the phrase 'upon him
be peace'. The Quran confirms his
virgin birth (a chapter of the
Quran is entitled 'Mary'), and
Mary is considered the purest

woman in all creation. The
Quran describes the Annuncia-
tion as follows:
'Behold!' the Angel said, 'God
has chosen you, and purified
you, and chosen you above the
women of all nations. O Mary,
God gives you good news of a
word from Him, whose name
shall be the Messiah, Jesus son
of Mary, honored in this world
and the Hereafter, and one of
those brought near to God. He
shall speak to the people from
his cradle and in maturity, and
shall be of the righteous.'
She said: 'O my Lord! How
shall I have a son when no man
has touched me?' He said: 'Even
so; God creates what He will.
When He decrees a thing, He
says to it, "Be!" and it is.'
(Quran, 3:42-7)
Jesus was born miraculously
through the same power which
had brought Adam into being
without a father:
Truly, the likeness of Jesus with
God is as the likeness of Adam.
He created him of dust, and
then said to him, 'Be!' and he
was. (Quran, 3:59)
During his prophetic mission
Jesus performed many miracles.
The Quran tells us that he said:
I have come to you with a sign
from your Lord: I make for you
out of clay, as it were, the figure
of a bird, and breathe into it and
it becomes a bird by God's
leave. And I heal the blind, and
the lepers and I raise the dead
by God's leave. (Quran, 3:49)
Neither Muhammad nor Jesus
came to change the basic doc-
trine of the belief in One God,
brought by earlier prophets, but
to confirm and renew it. In the
Quran Jesus is reported as say-
ing that he came:
To attest the law which was
before me. And to make lawful
to you part of what was forbid-
den you; I have come to you
with a sign from your Lord, so
fear God and obey Me. (Quran,
3:5O)
The Prophet Muhammad said:
Whoever believes there is no
god but God, alone without
partner, that Muhammad is His
messenger, that Jesus is the ser-
vant and messenger of God, His
word breathed into Mary and a
spirit emanating from Him, and
that Paradise and Hell are true,
shall be received by God into
Heaven. (Hadith from Bukhari)

Discover Islam
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cloud
on his feet.

>Words

The words he uttered
on the seats, in the closet, on
beds and the wall
they brought a maid; she
cleaned the house
furniture, pots and stones
they brought paint
they brought new voices
and continued to hear them.

Absence

That day
under the square's oak tree
only two empty stone seats
remained
they were silent
looking at each other
and weeping

A Tree

He walked two steps and
touched
a plant he had planted the
day before
sap went out of his hands to
its veins
leaves left his eyes to its
branches
and when he wanted to
return
he did not leave his place,
his feet turned into
roots.
the lock that was locking
up behind itself the howl-
ing of the night
and the door out of whose
cracks morning was get-
ting

[Translated from Arabic;
Bisabab Ghaymah `Ala al-
Arjah (Beirut: Dar al-Jadid,
1992)]

Something on the Doorstep

He was dead but he was
feeling their fingers on his
forehead
They placed him in the mid-
dle of the house
on a bed they rented; he used
to
wish to buy one like it
They laid him and draped
him in clothes
like the ones he saw in the
city's storefronts
and when they carried him
as he was leaving the house
he left
a strange thing on the door-
step
and whenever they entered
they
shivered without knowing
why.

A Leaf

They silently carried him
and left him there, in the
square
in the field of crosses and
tombstones
in the spacious square next
to his sleeping
comrades.

He said, "I'll be back
the key is under the flower
pots"
One of its leaves
was still in his hand.

Revenant

He lay down
One half under the roof
the other under heaven
Many hovering around him.
Today he returned
they brought him colored
with blood and dirt
They placed him on the ter-
race
and water drops 
were descending from a 

love of life at dawn,
and at dawn
a beam entered
through the door's wood
and made a white line
on closed eyelashes

A Nocturnal Visit

They were telling their chil-
dren tales
about the guardian angel and
the crops
and the nightingale who came
this morning
and sang on the mulberry
tree, outside their window
They were telling them about
the grapes
They were going to sell and
buy
them new clothes
about a treasure
that will be under their pil-
lows tomorrow if they sleep,
but they arrived
severed the tales
left red stains on the wall
and went out.

Fishermen

Before they overthrow each
other they practiced
long years
on partridge hunting
on throwing pebbles in the air
engraving them with bullets
they practiced plucking wings
making them brooms
They tried
to plant plumes
in their arms
to become birds
They fall down
like birds

A Secret Sky

They found him
his hand blue and flat
like the wing of a bee-eater
his mouth slightly open
as if he wanted
to sing.

and in space they become
lilies.

The Dead Are Asleep

They were naked
and they had children
whose hair they tickle in the
evening
and sleep
They were naked and simple
would sweat all day smiling
on their way back they stand
in front of façades
their eyes measure clothes for
their children
and walk

They would take two steps
and touch
the trees' trunks before the
dawn breeze
under their eyes branches
bear fruits
in the January snow
Their machetes would long
for the fields
The wind between the vil-
lages always ready for their
call
when suddenly their wheat
turned into ribs
and the breeze became grass
growing on their bodies.

They were naked
and every evening the sun
was
throwing her light silken
cover
on their souls.

Death, at Dawn

They open their doors before
the sun rises
they open both leaves
so that the whole sun comes
in.
The breeze at dawn
watering the flowers at dawn

They leave their eyes and
they walk
reclining on old gazes
A silence lying on their bod-
ies
dead breezes lying
spirits of annihilated places
if a cloud passes through
their mind
rain comes down on their
distant fields

They walk
and when they get tired they
spread a gaze
and sleep.

Lilies

Death was not dancing in the
squares only
but near the flowers,
near the cockscomb, snap-
dragon and basil
with the spring water to their
tables.
Death was dancing
in the squares they were
blending with asphalt
Those bent over the flowers
are taken
up by bullets

Wadih Saadeh 
Translated by Ghada
Mourad

Shadows

They moved toward the
water
descending from their moun-
tains like soft shadows
so that as not to awaken the
grass.
When their shadows passed
the fields
some parted company and
slept there
Others clung to rocks,
stretched out
and returned them to the
rocks.

They moved until they
reached
the water exhausted
Above them the sun was
looking for a needle
to reconnect them with the
shadows.

A Gaze
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This put Emirates ahead of
many traditional airlines,
including British Airways,
which was ranked seventh
with 3.049 billion ASKs,
and Air France, which fol-
lowed with 2.825 billion
ASKs.

Other Gulf carriers, vying
to grab a chunk of the
trans-continental travel
market, followed behind.
Qatar Airways rose to 17th
place, with 1.798 billion
ASKs, and Abu Dhabi's
Etihad advanced to 28th,
with 1.135 billion ASKs.

In addition to Dubai Inter-
national Airport, the busi-
est regional hub, the city-
state is developing another
airport.

Dubai World Central-Al
Maktoum International has
been open for cargo since
2010, but passenger opera-
tions have been repeatedly
delayed.

The airport, launched at
the height of Dubai's rapid
economic growth, is touted
to become the world's larg-
est with a capacity to han-
dle 160 million passengers
annually.

recently and awaiting the
approval of the Australian
Competition and Consu-
mer Commission, Emi-
rates said.

Emirates has a fleet of
195 wide-body Airbus
and Boeing, and has some
204 units on orders worth
more than $74 billion, it
said. It flies to 128 desti-
nations in 74 countries.

The carrier, which began
operations in 1985 with
two leased planes, has
become a major competi-
tor of legacy airlines,
turning Dubai into a
major transit hub for
travel between Europe,
Asia and Australasia.

Sydney-based CAPA said
this week Emirates
remained last year third in
global ranking of world's
airlines by capacity, with
4.993 billion available seat
kilometers (ASKs), com-
pared to 6.15 billion ASKs
for United Airlines thanks
to its merger with Conti-
nental, and 5.64 billion
ASKs for Delta Air Lines.

But Emirates registered a
whopping growth of 18.4
percent in ASKs last year,
compared to a drop of 0.3
percent by Delta.

Dubai Airports has ear-
marked $7.8 billion to fur-
ther expand the capacity of
the international travel hub,
as it expects to handle 75
million passengers by 2015
and 98 million by 2020.

It expected the number of
passengers who used Dubai
International airport in
2012 to be around 57 mil-
lion.

The new facility will be
available to A380 flights to
Europe operated by Austra-
lia's Qantas, as per the glo-
bal partnership announced

accommodate the long-haul
planes, will open gradually,
with just four gates opera-
tional on Wednesday, Dubai
Airports chief executive
Paul Griffiths said in
another statement.

The government-owned
carrier is the largest opera-
tor of A380s, with a fleet of
31 and another 59 on order.

The new concourse spreads
across 11 floors with a total
area of 528,000 square
metres (5.7 million square
feet).

as the CAPA Centre for
Aviation said Emirates
could become this year the
world's second-biggest
carrier in terms of capac-
ity, right after United Air-
lines, and way ahead of
legacy European carriers.

Flight EK003 took off to
London Heathrow from
Concourse A, which will
become "home of the Emi-
rates A380," Emirates said.

The new extension to Ter-
minal 3, featuring 20 gates
specifically designed to

DUBAI - Dubai's Emi-
rates Airlines began opera-
tions on Wednesday from
the world's first concourse
dedicated to Airbus' A380
super jumbos at the Gulf
emirate's rapidly expand-
ing airport.

Concourse A, which cost
$3 billion (2.3 billion
euros) to build, gives Emi-
rates -- one of the fastest-
growing carriers -- an
additional airport capacity
of 15 million passengers a
year, the company said.

The expansion takes place
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Dubai opens world’s first superjumbo concourse

transport company in
Aleppo.

Since September, the Syr-
ian pound has dropped on
the unofficial market from
70 to 90 per dollar but it
remains the currency of
reference in the war-torn
country, where dollars and
Turkish lira also trade
hands.

The government still col-
lects taxes in areas under
its control, and state
employees are paid regu-
larly, even those who live
in rebel-held areas.

"In Aleppo, a plane trans-
ports funds to the central
bank, and the money is
distributed to all the com-
mercial banks," said
Samer, who works at a
state-run bank in the city.
"This allows state employ-
ees to pick up their sala-
ries."

ern Syria, the houses of
people believed to be sha-
biha are also pillaged and
cars once-owned by
alleged regime supporters
are sold on the under-
ground market.

Kidnappings have flour-
ished in some areas,
according to Fouad, an
activist from Aleppo who
nonetheless added that
"the amount of the ran-
soms has dropped because
most businessmen have
fled the area."

Syria's war economy also
thrives on smuggling that
has risen along the Turkish
border since the rebels
seized several frontier
posts.
And truckers stopped at
checkpoints manned by
soldiers or rebels must pay
a "road tax to ensure safe
passage," according to
Abdel Karim, who runs a

parallel war economy is
booming meanwhile.
Several months ago, the
so-called Sunni Market
was born in the Homs dis-
trict of Nozha, home to a
majority of Alawites, who
belong to the same relig-
ious community as Presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad.

"Goods looted from houses
owned by families who
fled Sunni neighbourhoods
when the army took over
are sold for a song," said a
Homs resident who spoke
on condition of anonymity.

"The shabiha (pro-regime
militia) also 'sell' streets,"
he said. "By selling I mean
they make people pay to
allow them to go and loot
abandoned homes," he
explained.

But what goes around
often comes around and in
rebel-held areas of north-

farmers still harvest olives
in the north and till the
land in other parts of the
country.

Syrian exports to neigh-
bouring Lebanon and Iraq
have not stopped either.

A Lebanese poultry mer-
chant said he received reg-
ular shipments of eggs and
chicken from the Homs
region, and vegetable stalls
in Baghdad are stacked
with Syrian produce.

Syrian industry is in a
sorry state, however.

"Most factories have
closed down because of
the security situation or
lack of fuel," said a mem-
ber of the Chamber of
Industry in Aleppo, Syria's
second city and its eco-
nomic hub.

In many parts of Syria, a

shops that have been aban-
doned in the Old City.

Once a week, on Thurs-
day, activists give food
handouts to residents. "We
distribute free tea, sugar,
bulgur, rice, oil and suet,"
said Abu Bilal. "There are
no fresh vegetables or
meat, and very little medi-
cine is left."

In government-controlled
Damascus, life is totally
different.

Fruits and vegetables from
all over Syria, and even
goods imported from
Egypt and Jordan are
available in the Souk al-
Hal market in the eastern
part of the capital,
although prices have dou-
bled.

The deadly conflict has
not stymied agriculture
throughout Syria, where

BEIRUT - The Syrian
economy has crumbled
into a disjointed patchwork
as civil war rages in the
country, forcing some peo-
ple to subsist through loot-
ing while others collect
ransoms and civil servants
continue to pay taxes and
receive state salaries.

"Twenty-one months into
the revolt -- with large
swathes of territory slip-
ping from government
control -- we can no longer
speak of just one Syrian
economy," said Jihad
Yazigi, director of the
Syria Report economic
website. "Now we have a
mosaic of economies."

While some estimates put
Syrian annual inflation at
40 percent in August, the
reality varies enormously
from areas still under con-
trol of the regime in
Damascus to those which
have fallen into rebel
hands.

In the rebel-held Old City
in Homs, located in central
Syria and besieged by gov-
ernment troops for the past
six months, hundreds of
families live in abject pov-
erty and survive on insur-
gent handouts, activists
say.

"We don't use money, there
is no use for it here. There
is nothing we can buy, and
no goods come from out-
side the area," said Abu
Bilal, an anti-regime acti-
vist in Homs.

"We have to make do with
what we have here," the
activist said via e-mail,
adding that to survive resi-
dents took food from

Syria economy crumbles into disjointed patchwork
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tainer where food
and drink are
served can enhance
some attributes like
taste and aroma,"
Betina Piqueras-
Fiszman of the Pol-
ytechnic University
of Valencia said in a
press release.
The findings could
be beneficial to
chefs and food
manufacturers,
Piqueras-Fiszman
added.
Previous research
has found that yel-
low containers

boost the perception of fla-
vour of lemons in soft
drinks; beverages with
cold colours, like blue,
seem more thirst-
quenching than warm col-
ours like red; and if drinks
are pink, they are per-
ceived as being more sug-
ary.
The study appears in a
specialist publication, the
Journal of Sensory Stud-
ies.

to taste hot chocolate
served in plastic cups with
four different colours --
white, cream, red and
orange with white on the
inside.
The chocolate was the
same in all the samples,
but the volunteers found
that the flavour was better
when the drink was served
in the orange or cream-
coloured cups.
"The colour of the con-

Agencies- Hot chocolate
tastes better in orange
cups 
European scientists say
they have found furtherev-
idence that how you serve
food and drink matters
hugely in the perception of
taste.
Researchers at the Poly-
technic University of
Valencia and the Univer-
sity of Oxford recruited 57
volunteers and asked them
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